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Valuation or rent of land, in the parish of Glenmuick, year 1872, £5,718 0 10 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 7 


Woodlands, . a : ; ; ‘ : : 672 16 4 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . : . 1,720 0 0 
Do. Mills, Masitifastorice: Gasworks, &c., ; ‘ 9% 0 0 
Do. Inns, Alehouses, &c., ; : ‘ : 201 10 0 
Do. Barracks and Police Station, ; ‘ ; : 90 0 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . 1,833 5 4 
Do. Aboyne and Braemar Railway, . ; ‘ : 777 0 0 

Total value, ‘ ‘ ‘ i . £11,108 12 6 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— 
Her er ed the Queen. 
H. R. H. the Prince of Wales. 
The Most Noble the Marquis of Huntly. 
Colonel James Ross Farquharson of Monaltrie. 
James Thomson Mackenzie, Esq. of Glenmuick. 
The ee dae and Braemar Railway Company. 


Robert Kellas, Barglass and Auchnerran, Proprietor under the 
Valuation Act. 


And 80 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rent or value is under £100. 


Farming.—tThe arable land altogether bears but a small 
proportion to that which is occupied by grazing either for sheep 
or deer—the deer forests lying chiefly on the south side of the 
Dee, along the higher range of the Grampians, and the larger 
sheep grazings on Easter and Wester Morven, and in the top of 
Glengairn. 

The most common duration of leases run for 19 years. The 
great majority of the farms are small, but most of the tenants 
enjoy the privilege of the adjoining hill pastures, whereby they 
are enabled to keep some sheep, and increase the extent of 
their cultivated possessions; and, under their leases, enjoy the 
fruits of their own industry. On the Aboyne estates there are 
a few farms and crofts held under long leases. The grazings 
are usually let for 14 years, and all except the smaller crofters 
on the hill sides have leases for a definite period. | 

A rotation of cropping is usually prescribed, which may vary 
according to soil and situation; the most common, however, 
and the most suitable, affpears to be the five-shift course. ~ 

Farm Houwses—During the past 25 years a number of com- 
modious slated farm houses have been built, along with sub- 
stantial barns and byres ; and, in the remotest glens, farm offices 
of modern construction are fast supplanting the old hovels 
which kept out neither wind nor storms. i 

Cottar houses, or shielings, have been improved,. although 
many of them do not appear to rank much above that pecu- 
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liar kind of ancient buildings which generally “adorn the 
landscape of the far highland glens.” 

Substantial stone dykes are not numerous, considering the 
abundance of material suitable for that it and the cul- 
tivation of hedges has never been attempted. 

Cattle stock chiefly consist of small home-bred animals of 
the Galloway breed, crossed with the Aberdeenshire, and some 
shorthorns. The sheep stock are of the black-faced Scotch 
or Linton breed, and others of that kind, usually bought as 
lambs in the autumn at the Lanark sheep fairs. © | 


Roads. 


The chief road leading from Aberdeen to Braemar passes 
through this parish, along the north side of the Dee, from Mill 
of Dinnet and through Ballater, to within a mile of the church 
of Crathie. On the south side of the river there is also a fairly 
kept road, which runs along the valley from Dee Castle by 
Pannanich, the Bridge-end of Muick, to the Little-mill of the 
Girnock. North of the Dee there is the old military road, 
which leads from Crathie to Corgaff, and the church of Strath- 
don, by the bridge of Gairn-shiel and Glenfenzie. On this divi- 
sion there is also the Gairnside road, which leads from Ballater 
and the bridge of Gairn, to Gairn-shiel, and to the upper parts 
of Glengairn. On the east of Culblean and Morven there is 
the road which leads from Cambus o’ May to Tarland, with a 
branch by the church of Logie-Coldstone to Boltingston and 
Donside. Along the east side of Glenmuick there is a carriage 
road from Ballater to the Spital of Muick, at the lower end of 
Loch Muick ; and from this latter point a mountain tract, or 
“Pridle road,” leads southwards across the west shoulder of the 
Blackhill of Muick, which is 2,470 feet above sea level ; thence 
southward, by the slack of the hill (2,500 feet), west of Ferrowie, 
(2,628 feet), on the County boundary, and descending by the 
Capel-burn to the South Esk, in the top of the glen of Clova in 
Forfarshire. | i 

The Ballater station and present terminus of the Aboyne and 
Braemar Railway is 433 miles from Aberdeen, and the Dinnet 
station is 37 miles. * 


Bridges. 


A modern bridge carries the north Deeside road across the 
Burn of Tullich, and another carries it across the water of 
Gairn. The bridge at Gairn-shiel, on the old military road, 
was built by Government in 1750. The bridge over the Gir- 
nock, at Little-mill, was built by subscription about the year 
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1790; and the bridge over the Muick was also built by sub- 
scription in 1740. The first stone bridge over the Dee, at 
Ballater, was built by subscription in 1790, but a flood in the 
Dee in the end of August, 1799, carried it away. It consisted 
of three large arches, and a small one at each end. A second 
bridge of similar dimensions was built in 1808-9, near the site 
of the former one, which cost between £4,000 and £5,000, and 
was defrayed, one half by subscription, the other half by a grant 
from the Parliamentary Commissioners for Highland Roads 
and Bridges. This bridge was swept away by the flood of the 
4th of August, 1829 ; and the present bridge, which consists of 
four wooden arches, was built in 1834. This bridge cost £2,000, 
one half of which was raised by subscription, the other half 
was obtained from the Parliamentary Commissioners for High- 
land Roads and Bridges. 

These Roads and Bridges are all under the charge of the 
Kincardine O’Neil District Road Trustees. 


Mansion Houses. 


Ballater House, now called Monaltrie, is an old, but very 
commodious residence, in the immediate vicinity of Ballater 
Village and Railway Station. It stands at the bottom of the 
eastern base of Craigandarroch, and its well wooded grounds 
lie in the mouth of the wild and “anciently impregnable pass 
of Ballater.” Gairn Shiel, an ancient shooting lodge, is situat- 
ed on the old military road, between Braemar and Corgatt, 
about seven miles to the north west of Ballater. Buirkhall, a 
royal residence, on the Abergeldie estate, belonging to H. R. H. 
the Prince of Wales, is situated on the left, or west side of the 
Muick, about two miles from Ballater. Allt-na-guisach Lodge, 
an occasional residence of Her Majesty the Queen, stands on 
the west side of the Muick, within about a mile of the loch, 
and is distant nine miles from Balmoral by the Glen Gelder 
road. Glenmuick House was built.in 1872. It stands on a 
rising eminence (850 feet) on the east side of the Muick, oppo- 
site to Birkhall, and within two miles of Ballater.* The 

* The following description; of the building appears in the Building News of 
the 9th May, 1873 :—‘‘ Glenmuick House and offices, the residence of J. T. 
Mackenzie, Esq. of Kintail, has just been finished from plans supplied by Sir 
Morton Peto. The house commands an extensive prospect, including Birkhall, 
one of the summer residences of H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, and the ruins of 
Braikley and Knock Castles ; while the Coyles of Muick, Mount Keen, Morven, 
and the frowning precipices of dark Loch-na-gar, form admirable backgrounds to 
the picture. The ground plan of the house surrounds three sides of a F aver an 
The house consists of basement, ground, first, and attic floors, and contains a 


ee suit of poe rooms, with ample domestic and chamber accommodation; 
the north, which is the principal elevation, is broken up by a handsome portico, 
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Manse of Glenmuick stands on the west side of the Muick, 
near its confluence with the Dee, and is a neat modern build- 
ing, with an excellent garden and glebe attached. The old 
Parish Church, which was built in i798 in the Square of Bal- 
later, is in course of being rebuilt, and, by the aid of a Mr. 
Gordon, of London (a native of the parish), in a more exten- 


sive and ornamental style of church architecture than the old 


_ one, with its wooden steeple. 

BALLATER Vasan— “Viewed from the lower extremity of 
the plain,” says Sir Thomas Dick Lauder, “ is something ex- 
quisite. The very smallness of the town adds to the altitude 
of the mountains, for, when seen from the point I mean, it 
might be a city for aught the traveller knows to the contrary.” 
By the census of 1861, the population was only 362; in 1871, 
694, and 154 inhabited houses, showing an increase on the 10 
years of 332. 

A Savings’ Bank was established in 1821, now there are two 
bank agencies, branches of the Union Bank of Scotland, and of 
the North of Scotland Bank. Shops for the sale of grocery 
and haberdashery goods are numerous, along with bakers and 
butchers. At the railway station there are agencies for three 
Aberdeen grain and agricultural manure company’s, and steam 
saw mills for manufacturing timber. On the burn of Tullich 
there is a woollen mill, and a corn-grinding mill, in a very 
favourable situation. In other districts of the parishes, there 
are corn-grinding, saw mills, and bobbin manufactories, so 
easily carried on where abundance of water-power, and plenty 
of suitable timber is to be had at a cheap rate. 


Markets or Fairs. 


There are two annual Fairs held at Ballater for the sale of 
cattle, sheep, and horses. The first one is held on the first 
Tuesday in May (0. 8.) ; the second is held on the second Mon- 
day and Tuesday in September (O. S.); and a hiring market is 
held on the Saturday before the 22nd of November. 


with covered in carriage way, surmounted by a-massive looking square tower, 
75 feet in height, and flanked on either side by spacious bays. The different 
flats are defined by strong strings and oriels, and chimneys finished with cornices 
having broad projecting water tables. The work is designed in the Tudor style 
of architecture, freely treated and modified to harmonise with the rugged and 
colossal details of the surrounding scenery. The walls and dressings were 
executed in a espe er coloured granite, cut from the gigantic boulders so 
abundant in the hills of the district. The details of the building throughout 
are clean dressed and filled with untooled rustic work.” The masonry has been 
executed in a highly creditable manner by Mr. A. Mitchell of Aberdeen, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Nidd, clerk of works. 
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Inns and Alehouses. 


Besides the Farquharson’s Arms Hotel, and the refreshment 
rooms at the railway station, there will be the new hotel at the 
Pannanich Wells, and with other four inns, or alehouses, in a 
respectable — all are said to be required for the accommoda- 
tion of the public. ~ 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF GLENMUIOK, DURING THE YEAR 
ENDED 1l4ru MAY, 1871. 

Receipts from Assessments, , £869 3 4 


Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 4211 9 
| ——__——- £911 15 1 
Ria 


Expenditure, 

Relivf of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £608 11 6 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ j ; d 47 6 4 
Medical Relief, . ; ; : ‘ ; ‘ 25 9 8 
Management, : : : : ‘ é ; 62 14 1 
Law Expenses, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : : 2 8 0 
On Buildings, not authorised, . . : ‘ 33. 7 2 

Balance in hand, . ; ; ‘ 131 18 3% 


£911 15 1 
ae 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





Relieved during the year. | Pied or ceased to) Casual Poor, 


Population | _ Fatuous 


in a 
1861, Depend-| Rest8- | nepena-| Other Depend-} Insane. 
Males. Females. Total. ante: aba anta oe ante: 




















or nnemonterins: 








1,668 16 60 76 22 4 0 161 57 10 





The mode of Assessment is that: which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 83 and 34, and there are three elected 
members on the Board. 


EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rn MAY, 1871. 
On Drainage, ; : ; : ‘ : . £000 
On other purposes, including Salaries, &c., . ; 5 0 0 
———— £5 0 0 
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THE most important national event which history records in 
connection with these parishes, is the battle of Culblean, or 
Kilblane, fought on Saint Andrew’s day, 1335,* between the 
_ troops of King David IT., son of “the Bruce,” and the followers 
of Baliol, headed by the Earl of Athole. The latter being com- 
_ pletely routed, fled towards Kinnoir, where some of the fugitives 
took shelter in the fortress on the loch, while the main body 
retreated over the hill of Meall-an-diona, in the direction of 
the Mortlich ; and, in the flight, many of them were slain near 
the top of asmall stream, called, to this day, “the bleedy burn,” 
which was reddened by the blood of the slaughtered for about 
24 hours. 

At an earlier period, tradition says, “ That after Macbeth fled 
from Dunsinane, he maintained himself for some time in the 
fastness of Mar; but was compelled to retire to the castle of 
the Peel Bog in Lumphanan.” 

In the wars of Montrose and Dundee, these parishes were 
visited by bands of M‘Gregors, from the wilds of Rannoch, and 
of Grants and Macintoshes from Badenoch, who hired them- 
selves out to act on the old policy of “setting a thief to catch 
a thief,” and fora time they did good service. But atter having 
quelled their rebellious neighbours in Strathdee, they fattened 
on their spoils, and refused to retire to their own country ; and, 
as Spalding says, “ bruk loose, and to the hills go they.” They 
took to their old trade of cattle-lifting with such skill and 
success, that the whole country around felt “the cure to be 

* «*Buchanan, Lib. ix. c.23. Sir Andrew Murray, of Bothwell, who held the 
office of Regent, resolved to relieve the heroic defenders of Kildrummy Castle, 
was only able to muster one thousand men, while Athole had three times that 
number under his command. One, John Gordon of Craig, a royalist, had been 
made gent iae by the Earl of Athole, but had agreed to pay a large ransom, he 
was, therecore, anxious to accomplish the defeat or death of Athole before the 
money was paid, and thus save his ransom. Gordon conducted the royal forces 
through Braemar, where they were joined by a number of the natives, and sud- 
denly came upon Athole’s troops, who were encamped in the forest of Kilblane, 
Athole started in surprise when he saw his enemies come upon him so suddenly, 
but looked at a great rock which lay beside him, and swore an oath that he 
would not fly that day until that rock should show him the example. A small 
brook divided the two parties. The royal troops advanced down the hill, but 
for a little were kept back by the Regent, who commanded the van in person, 
and gave the command to halt. Athole observing this manceuvre, exclaimed, 
‘These men are half discomfitted ;’ and rushed to charge them, followed by 
his men in some disorder. ‘ Now is our time,’ cries the Knight of Liddesdale, 
and charged with levelled lances, bearing down Athole’s followers. The Earl 


himself ae quarter, was slain under a great oak tree, and his whole force 
completely routed.’ | 
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worse than the disease ;” they being well acquainted with all 
the fastness-in the mountains, were able to carry off and 
secure their booty with little molestation. When driven from 
the glens of Culblean and Tullich, they found safe retreats in 
Morven and Glengairn. “To each of these places they had 
assigned a character, very accurately observed and tersely ex- 
pressed,-—-Cushnie, for cauld, Culblean, for heat, and Clashan- 
reach, for heather.” | 

« At length, however, they made Culblean too hot for them. 
It so happened that a man named John Thom, a general 
favourite in Cromar, was getting married, and, according to 
the custom then prevalent, all his neighbours and well-wishers 
flocked to the wedding, which, in such cases, lasted for several 
days. The caterans hearing of this, and finding the country 
detenceless, assembled their whole force within the forest of 
Culblean, whence they made a descent on the neighbouring 
territory, sweeping away the flocks and herds of all, and setting 
fire to the homesteads of such as they bore a special grudge 
against.. The indignation of the whole country was raised ; a 
general muster of the inhabitants took place, who, seeing no 
other means of dislodging these marauders than by depriving 
them of their concealment and lurking places, set fire to the 
forest—an event which gave rise to this curious distich, thought 
to have been a satirical effusion of the cateran muse :— 

** Culblean was burnt, and Cromar harriet, 
And dowie’s the day John Tam was married.” + 

Another account of the burning of Culblean says, that Mac- 
kay, after “the battle of Killiecrankie,” visited Strathdee with 
fire and sword ; and, in forcing the pass of Ballater, he fired the 
heath, and burnt the forest of Culblean; and laid the whole 
country under contribution, on the day John Thom was mar- 
ried. Hence the couplet— 

** Wo to the day John Tam was married, 
Culblean was burn’d, and Cromar was harried.” 

Instead of entering further into these traditionary tales, and 
imperfectly recorded facts, we have to go back upon the times 
when these parishes were the scenes of dire feuds, and deadly 
conflicts, between the Gordons and the Farquharsons, and the 
Forbeses and the Gordons. 

The feuds between the Gordons and the Forbeses of Glen- 
muick, are said to have arisen out of the battle of Corrichie, 
where the latter clan deserted the Gordons, and made their 
submission to the Earl of Moray ; and assisted in the slaughter 
of their former friends. For this the Gordons vowed revenge. 

t Deeside Tales, by the Rev. J. G. Michie. 
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_ About that time there was Harry Gordon, laird of the Knock, 
and Arthur Forbes, laird of Strathgirnock, who had always 
been bad neighbours. They had a dispute about building a 
bridge across the Girnock. Forbes wanted the bridge to get 
to his moss, and Gordon -wanted him cut out of the moss alto- 
ether, as one end of the “ brig would stand on his property.” 
orbes cut down big trees and built the brig during the day ; 

- but next night “Gordon’s folks threw it a’ down the burn.” 

Forbes accused the Gordons of taking eupeenk of the night 
for cowardly work; and to make amends for that accusation, 
Gordon replied, “ next time ye try on a brig, ye can tak advan- 
tage o’ the nicht time, and, man for man, next day we'll send 
it after your ither ane.” 

“T take the challenge,” says Forbes, and more than that, with 
the help of another man, before I’m a day older, I’ll put up a 
brig that there’s nae four Gordons o’ a’ yer kith will be able to 
throw it down. “If ye do,” says Gordon, “ I'll let it stand.” 
Before sunrise of another day, Forbes, with the assistance of a 
man called muckle Fleeman, a weaver, in Greystone, on the 
Dee, above Abergeldie (who, like Forbes himself, was possessed 
of unusual bodily powers), had, during the night, planted a 
large flag stone which they had found on Creag-phiobaidh 
(Craig-phippie), across the Girnock. “At the appointed time, 
the four strongest men in a’ Glenmuick appeared, with Knock 
at their head, besides others, to see fair play ; but they could’na 
mudge the brig.” There it remained till the flood of 1799 car- 
ried it away. 

The Gordons were wroth at their defeat, Knock was heard to 
say that he would’na brak his word, and there was nae skaith 
done that day ; byt, though they parted in peace, the Gordons 
were not likely to forget the affront put upon them. 

Soon after this, matters got worse. Gordon poinded some 
stirks belonging to Forbes that had strayed across the march, 
and insulted Forbes when he came to relieve them. “Forbes 
got wild, threw Knock on his back i’ the midden, an’ took awa’ 
the stirks without askin’ leave.” The Gordons gathered toge- 
ther, and in one night cleaned Strathgirnock of every cattle 
beast that was in it, and had them lodged in a fauld, and closely 
watched. Forbes and some of his tenants went quietly to 
Knock to get back their beasts. But, no. Knock had them 
safe in keeping. “There’s your stirks, Forbes,” says he, “ let’s 
see if you will be able to take them away now.” 

“Forbes could’na help himself. He and his tenants were 
herriet, and a dowie man was he ; for he saw that he could get 
nae redress, as he had been the first himself to try the strong 
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hand. They consulted together, but saw no way of richtan 
themselves ; for they weel kent that the Gordons, when they 
got the grip, would keep the grip. The account of this cattle 
raid soon reached the ears of Muokle Fleeman,’ and to Strath- 
imock he goes fully armed for whatever might be to do. 
orbes was glad to see him, for his counsel was sometimes as 
good as his strength. Fleeman was for immediate action to 
recover the beasts by main strength, because, said he, if ye 
wait a day or two, I should’na wonder gin he hae nae cattle to 
recover; but far be it from me to advise the spillan o’ human 
blood. Forbes replied that there had been enough of bad blood 
already, and I’m some to blame myself. I should’na been sae 
rash. We'll wait a day or two before we draw the sword.” 

On his way home at night from Strathgirnock, Fleeman took 
his usual route, which was through the wood of Creag-ghuibhas 
(Craig-guish), and the islands of Balloch-ailach, but resting 
himself against a tree in “the listening pass,” he soon became, 
- @ not unwilling listener to two men, who had came there in the 
darkness of the night, to meet another man, and as Fleeman 
thought “they were nae about muckle good at any rate, I’se 
watch ye.” 

“What can be keeping Rory ?” says the ane to the ither. 
“ He was to have been here before this time.” By and by a 
third man comes. “ Well met,” says he, “ we’ve a grand chance.” 
“The cattle o’ Strathgirnock’s 7 the fauld o’ the Knock, and . 
black Arthur’s sulky about it, an’ we'll get nae disturbance frae 
him, an’ the Gordon’s are herdin’ the fauld, so we can lift wi’ a’ 
freedom. We'll be through the Dee and past Rineaton afore 
its day licht ; an’ next morning we'll leave Inverey three cows 
at the Linn, an’ then we can gae up the Geldie at our leisure.” 

“When they were fairly gone, leeman started to his feet, 
an’ says to himsel—noo wha would hae thought that ever 
Fleeman Mhor would hae wished good luck to Lochaber thieves? 
But it’ll be sair against me gin ever the beasts get the length o’ 
Lochaber or Inverey either ; but I’m sair against them leaving 
oo An’ noo my lads,—we'll see wha'll be at Rineaton 

st.” 

Fleeman had a cousin at Rineaton nearly as strong as him- 
self; and straight to him he goes, and tells him what he heard 
about the cattle-lifting ; an’ the twa made ready to attack the 
cateran as they were passing, an’ tak’ the cattle frae them. It 
is likely they would pass through Rineaton’s land ; an’ that 
would gie them a richt to seize the drove if they could, and 
keep possession till relieved by the owners on paying expenses, 

It was just getting day-light, when Fleeman’s eye caught 
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something moving on the hillside between him and the kythan 
sky, and after watching its prowling movements, he discovered 
red-headed Rory drivin a beastie afore him till he got past the 
towns, and soon after followed a drove of “twenty brave coos 
an’ ousen ; but instead o’ twa men there was four drivan:” 

Fleeman’s friend was for letting them pass, saying that it 
would “ cost somebody’s life afore thae cut-throat thieves would 
let go their had o’ sic a booty.” 

“Weel, weel,” says Fleeman, “ we canna help it noo. I did’na 
ken there was but three o’ them a’thegether,or maybe I would’na 
thought o’ tryan’ them this way. But, whosomever, they dinna 
seem as gin they were ga’en to pass very near, 80 we may just 
be still and see what like they are.” But they did come near ; 
an’ when they were just gaen to pass, Fleeman jumps out, 
catches a haud o’ twa o’ them afore they kent, threw them on 
the grun’ ane abeen the ither, an’ with his drawn sword pre- 
pared to defend himself frae the ither twa. But he had nae 
need. One o’ them was on the grun’ already, but the other 
Was aiman’ an arrow at his friend’s head. “ Hold,” roars Flee- 
man. “If ye shoot that arrow, aff comes the heads o’ these two 
men the next moment. When he heard that there was a 
chance of their heads nae coming aff, he lets down his bow, an’ 
says, “ Weel, shentlemans, if tis ish fair caption, an nane 
peagles wark, I'll submit.” 

“It’s no peagle’s wark,” says Fleeman ; “ but afore ye leave 
this spot, ye must tell me ae thing. Does Inverey (Farquhar- 
son) ken onything o’ this job ?” They all denied. 

“ Now, ye lyimg scoundrels,” says he, “ don’t I know that he 
was to get three cows out o’ that drove? An’ don’t you 
know that if I were to send word to Donald Farquharsen, 
Inverey’s head an’ yours would be higher than ye want them 
ea ye were two days older.” This speech had an astonishing 
effect. 

“Tf the shentlemans would promise no to tell the Baillie 
Mhor, nainsels would never come back, nor let ithers come.” 

“ Ye promise, do ye?” says Fleeman. “Then ye’ll gang past 
Inverey, tell him yer ain story about the lost cattle—but tell 
him, though he’s safe this time, he’ll better look after himsel’. 
Put back the stirkie that Rory’s drivan’ awa’, and see that ye 
be past Inverey before 1 hae word at the Castleton.” “ The 
shentlemans is ower goot,” says the kern ; an’ aff they ran.” 

“Fleeman and his friend secured the cattle at Rineaton, and 
lost no time in going to Castleton to get a warrant from the 
Baillie Mhor to hold them. Donald Farquharson heard his 
version of the story about the capture, Fleeman taking care to 
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tell him that the kern were makan aff wi’ a stirkie frae Rine- 
aton as well. 3 

“The cattle will be frae Cromar,” says the baillie. “Could’na 
say: there’s big stirks an’ weighty coos amang them,” answered 
Fleeman. “I'll give ye warrant, Kleeman ; an’ see that ye make 
them pay well for redemption.” 

“Fleeman thought he had managed; for he kent fine, that, if 
the baillie had thought the beasts belonged to the Gordons, he 
would neither hae given a warrant, or any sic advice. When 
leaving, the baillie takes Fleeman by the sleeve, an’ says, con- 
fidentially, “ Do ye think Inverey’s hands are in the job ?” 
“ Could’na say,” says Fleeman ; “ but, if they come back again, 
we'll try an’ catch some o’ them an’ see.” “ Do so, do so, says 
the baillie.” “Tf ye could make out to me that Inverey shares 
in the spoil, I would give you as good a cow's among them. 
Good day to you, Fleeman, and good speed to you next 
time.” : 

“There was great stir in Glenmuick that morning. The cry 
fot up that the cateran had been down and harriet the country. 

‘here was runnan here and runnan there to get on the track. 
At last word brack out that the folks o’ Rineaton had fa’an in 
wi’ the cateran an’ captured the cattle. As many as twenty 
tenants frae Glenmuick were at Rineaton before nicht to claim 
their beasts—some, they say, that had lost nane. But Fleeman 
would’na let a single beast go till he got satisfaction. ‘I maun 
see Henry Gordon o’ the Knoc before ye get ae hoof frae this,’ 
says he. Gordon came next day, and Fleeman told him that 
he had the baillie’s warrant for keepan’ the beasts, and that he 
would gie them back only on ae condition, and that was, that 
he would gie the folk o’ Strathgirnock back theirs. The laird 
was awfu’ unwillan’, but he saw there was nae help, and at last 
he agreed, and Forbes an’ his tenants got back their beasts. 

“After this there was peace between the lairds for some time, 
and then came the year o’ the great spulzie (in the time of 
James the sixth), when down came the Macintoshes, Macken- 
zies, the Camerons, and Lamont of Inverey, an’ others frae 
Braemar ; an’ nearly murdered every Gordon in the country— 
Braichly, Toldhu, and Knoc, among the rest. Strathgirnock 
was frae hame, and it, was thought that he kent mair about this 
raid than he should ha’e ken’t, as they did na’ spulzie his land.” 

Some time after this raid, up got the Gordons of Auchin- 
* down, and joined the Farquharsons in Braemar, to revenge the 
murder of their clansmen. Forbes of Strathgirnock was not 
at home, but they killed his servants and burnt his house. The © 
Baillie Mhor hanged Lamont of Inverey an’ his sons on a tree 
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before his ain door, and got his land for his trouble. Their peer 
auld mither was put out o’ her senses by this cruelty, and in 
her raving madness she prophesied that the tree would be green 
when the Farquharson tribe would be as landless as he had 
_ made her. Muckle Fleeman had to go into hiding, though he 
had nae mair hand in’t than you or me. | 

Forbes returned home, oa | lodged in the house of a tenant 
of his own at Loinchork, and Fleeman began his weaving again. 
But the Gordons were only waiting an opportunity to catch 
them, dead or alive. Forbes being closely watched, and seen 
about the house where he was lodging, he was aroused by the 
gudewife crying, “ Run laird, run ; save your ain life an’ Flee- 
man’s. Out at the window, the Gordons are at the door.” 

“He started up, an’, without waiting to put on his clothes, 
jumped out at the window, down the glen, an’ through the 
river, though it came up to his middle, an’ burst into the house 
of Greystone in less than half an hour. 

“ Fleeman started up nearly dumfoundered to see the laird 
nearly half naked, “at that deed hour o’ midnight, an’ in a 
terrible excited state.” “They'll be here,” says Forbes, “in less 
than half an hour, an’ what’s to be done?” ‘“ Wha’'ll be here,” 
asks Fleeman. “The Gordons,” says the laird, an’ syne he 
tells him what happened at Loinveg. 

“To arms!” cries Fleeman ; and jumped out o’ his warm 
bed. He soon put on his grey plaiding clothes, an’ as soon 
took down his sword frae the oat at the foot of the bed, an’ 
wi’ it cut a half finished web out o’ the loom, tied it about the 
laird’s shoulders, an’ puttan’ an auld Lochaber axe in his hand, 
made him ready to go out. 

“ Ye’re nae wise enough,” says the laird, “there'll be mair 
than a dozen o’ them.” “Gin there were twa, Airtur, we'll go 
and face them,” says he, an’ wi’ that he out an’ down the road, 

‘and the laird close at his heels. They did na’ speek a word 
for more than a mile, but says the laird at last, “ we’re not un- 
likely to miss them if we go on this way.” “If we do, we'll 
not miss the castle o’ the Knoc,” says Fleeman. 
_ Forbes saw at once that there would be nobody to defend 
the castle that night, “and that there might be prisoners ta’en 
that the Gordons did na’ think of, an’ if there were houses 
burnt, the castle itself might pay for.” He was keen for this, 
and on they went till they were between Coille-a-creich and 
Dalvagie. “Here they noticed something com’an round the 
corner before them.” 

“ We'll post ourselves at the top o’ the brae here,” says Flee- 
man, “an’ wait till that comes up, whatever it is.” 
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“ When they came near enough—it was the Gordons—Flee- 
man jumped out frae the back o’ a’ bank where he and the 
laird had id themselves, ordered them to stand, and demanded 
to know what they meant by oe that way, under the cloud 
of night into the country o’ peaceable folk. The Gordons fear- 
ing they had fallen into an ambush, fell back a little, and con- 
sulted together ; and sent Toldhu to speak to Fleeman. 

“'Toldhu was a sensible man; an’ kenan that a soft answer 
turns away wrath, says he, “ Fie, fie, Fleeman, man ! the laddies 
mean nae harm; they’re only on a bit o’ frolic.” 

_ © Frolic !” erled Forbes in scorn, “ When the Gordon’s bandy 
together for frolic, it’s like to cost some one dear.” 

“ This nicht’s wark very nearly cost them dear,” put in Flee- 
man, “ but I’m opposed to the sheddan o’ human bleed gin it 
can be helpit. Gae back, Toldhu, and tell them that I’m deter- 
mined we shall not part to-night without blood, unless they 
give their solemn oath that for a year, frae this day, we an’ 
ours shall no be molested by them or theirs.” 

“Toldhu arranged the matter, an’ got the Gordons to consent. 
Indeed, they were glad to get off sae easily, an’ baith pairties 
swore on their naked dirks to be good neighbours for a year to 
come ; an’ the Gordon’s took aff hame gyan crest-fallen. 

“Though muckle good came o’ the paction between the Gor- 
dons and Strathgirnock, which lasted for nae ae year, but mony 
year thereafter, yet this was na’ to be the end o’ their strife, . 
and the warst came hin’most. 

“Henry Gordon of the Knock was killed in the raid of the 
caterans, as previously stated, and leaving no family, he was 
succeeded by his next brother, Alexander, who had a large famil 
of sons ; and being a man of a peaceable disposition, he and his 
neighbour Strathgirnock got on very well for long. 

“Forbes of Strathgirnock had but one child, a daughter, whom 
her father intended that she should marry her cousin, youn 
Skellater, and so keep the property in the family, Thoug 1 
young Skellater visited her sometimes, she never “ likit” him, 
and her father was very vexed ; but he would’na cross his las- 
sie, as he ca’d her, for he was very fond o’ her. But had he 
known that it was Francis Gordon that had wiled her heart 
awa, he would’na hae ta’en the matter sae calmly. 

“The attachment of the young people was unknown to Strath- 
girnock, and the Baron of Brackley undertook to convey the 
news to him, who got for his answer, that, “ they can take their 
way, and I’ll take mine; and, “so the wedding was arranged to 
take place in a fortnight.” 

“ Francis Gordon, being a younger son, followed the usual cus- 


702 Cts CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF GLENMUICK. 


tom of his neighbours in the country, went a “thigging ” among 
his friends, and got presents of corn and other gear in token of 
their good will, and made no exception of his intended gude- 
_ father, probably thinking in this way he might get a little more 
into his favour, but Forbes looked upon it as intended insult 
to him and his daughter, and drawing his sword off went the 
scabbard, “an’ Francis Gordon’s head row’d like a ba’ on the 
oan.” 
“The laird did not appear to be much astonished at the acci- 
dent— gin it was an accident—for all he said was, “ what’s done 
canna be mendit. If the Gordons winna get a bridal, they’ll 
get buryal, an’ that’s aye something.” 

“ The friends of the slaughtered youth thought it best to 
have Forbes first condemned at a head court at the foot o’ Gairn. 
Before this court he was therefore summoned to appear ; but 
expecting little justice at their hands, instead of doing so, he 
made aff to advise wi’ his auld friend, Fleeman Mhor. 

“Tt was very unlucky for a man under guilt or even charge of 
murder to enter another man’s house. So when the laird came ~ 
to Greystone, he would’na come in for a’ that Fleeman could 
entreat him. The weaver had not yet heard of what had hap- 
pened at Strathgirnock, but dreaded that there was something 
very i wrong wi’ the laird when he would’na come in, an’ 
says he— 

Gin ye winna come in, laird, ye’ll surely tak’ a drink o’ ale 
at the door.” 

“J will do so, weaver; I’m not out of the need of a drink of 
your ale to-day.” 

“ And yere very welcome to it,” says Fleeman, “ It would be 
ill my pairt nae to stand by ye whatever be ado.” 

“ Weel, it is this,” says the laird, “ Ye’ve heard nae doubt of 
the wedding that we were to have had, and wondered no doubt 
muckle at it, I daresay. But I can tell ye there'll be no wedd- 
ing o’t. The chiel had the impudence to come to me when he 
was out at his bridal ‘ thigging,’ and I drew a blow at him with 
my sword in the scabbard, and the Gordons are vowing venge- 
ance.” | 

“T dinna see,” says the weaver,” “that they’re needan to mak’ 
sre muckle ado for a blow wi’ a scabbard.” “Aye, aye, Flee- 
man,” says the laird; “but the scabbard flew off.” 

“ QOchone, ochone, laird,” cried Fleeman. Then turning to 
Forbes, says he—“ What do you think the Gordons will do ?” 

“They'll do their worst,” answers the laird, “ ye may be sure.” 
They are met to-day at a head court at the foot of Gairn to take 
counsel ; “and if they could get a hold of me, I put no doubt 
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but they would take a short way of clearing long scores be- 
tween us. Should I appear or not a7 

“I think you should, said Fleeman ; “to be awa would be 
to tak on guilt, but nae alane, P’ll buckle on my graith an’ go 
down wi’ ye, to see gin a quiet settlement can be made.” 

“When thetwa made their appearance on the brae-head, above 
the haugh where the Gordons were met, some of them proposed 

that they should at once seize them, and execute justice on 
Forbes for the slaughter of their kinsman. But an auld wise 
sennachie stept forward and said that “ we should not attempt 
any violence on this occasion.” 

“The discretion of this advice was soon seen, when Forbes 

sent a message ‘that he was ready, with Fleeman as his second, 
to have the case decided by combat, an’ for that purpose 
. challenged any twa Gordons that might choose to enter the 
lists with him.’ There was na twa that did choose; and so 
the Gordons returned home without doing anything. Forbes 
and Fleeman likewise returned home; and this was the last 
time they were ever seen in ithers company. 

“ Fleeman died in peace in his ain house at Greystone, just as 
the troubles of the civil war were breaking out; and didna 
live to sce the evil that befel his friend, the laird. 

“ Strathgirnock fled from Deeside, and took up arms under 
his chief, the Lord Forbes, who was gatherin’ his men to defend 
the lives and properties of the clan from the raids of the 
Gordons. A demand was made that Strathgirnock should be 
brought to justice ; but Lord Forbes would’na gie him up, an’ 
a good reason had, for there were as black crimes against many 
o’ the Gordons that they would gie nae satisfaction for. 

“ For a time Strathgirnock followed his chief, but at the battle 
of Tillyangus (1572), was taken prisoner and lodged in the 
castle of Achindoun for mair than a year. At the end of that 
time, however, there was an exchange of prisoners, and he was 
released. On returning to Deeside a broken man,” the first 
news that he got was that Knock had taken possession of his 
land, “ an’ had put awa’ some o’ his auld tenants.” So to see 
how matters stood, he put on disguise, an’ came ae evening to 
his ain house o’ Strathgirnock seekin’ lodgings, as gin he had 
been a beggar man ; an’ wha should open the door to him but 
Wattie M‘Rory, an old henchman. Wattie kent him for a’ his 
disguise, an’ nearly gaed out o’ his wits wi’ joy to see him again. 

“Ah me ! laird,” says he, “changed times here noo! Ochone! 
ochone! Fu did ye pairt wi’ yer lan’? Oh, that my auld een 
had been i’ the mools afore this day. The bonnie Strath i’ the 

* One who held at nought all authority, whether of chief or law. 
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prip o’ yer fae! yer auld freen’s oppressed an’ driven out 0’ 
house an’ haul, an’ the richtfu’ heir seekin’ quarters wi’ wallets 
on his back at the house whar ance he was the braw, braw, 
laird! Ochone! ochone! An’ he danced about him like a 
dog about his maister fan he comes hame after bein’ lang awa’. 

“ Never mind, Wattie,” says the laird; “it’s no so bad as it 
might have been. I thought I might perhaps not have got 
lodgings in my own house, but itseems I may. I’m your laird- 
again you see, Wattie ; and though I’m now getting old, this _ 
hand Gas something to do yet before it stiffens into clay. 

“ As he said this he drew his sword, held it up at arms’ length, 
twined it about an’ looked at it, syne put it to his lips and 
kissed it, an’ then put it back into its sheath again. Wattie 
looked on wi’ admiration, and thought it was unco grand be- 
haviour o’ the laird. 

“ Next day, the twa went up the glen, the laird intendin’ to 
‘call on his favourite tenant, at Loinchork. Brt when they 
came in sight o’ the town, Wattie tell’t him that the auld tenant 
had been driven awa’ an’ was ower livin’ wi’ Fleeman’s folk at 
Greystone; an’ what should he see wi’ his ain een, but the laird 
o’ Knock’s seven sons castin’ divots on his lan’. 

“ We'll go and see what the Gordons are doing.” 

They were close upon them before they noticed. 

“Here me, ye thieves and spoilers!” roared Forbes, “ you 
are caught in the very act. Within this very hour, the ground 

ou are riving has cried for your blood, and it shall have it. 
ot to meet your doom.” 

“Then drawing his sword, he killed the whole seven, stuck 
their heads on the flauchter spades, and set them in a row upon 
the hillside. 

“There was nae man 1’the haill country sae proud o’ his family 
as auld Knock, an’ nae man thought to be mair prosperous in 
his worldly affairs. His castle was the bravest and strongest, 
less fess ar o’ ony gentleman’s house abeen Culblean. A 
man’s riches then o’ dag was his family, and nane could com- 

are wi Knock in that respec’. But in ae waefu’ day they a’ 
ell before the avenger, root and branch, and their seed has 
perished frae the earth. But it fared nae better wi’ the destroyer. 

“ Black Alister Gordon o’ Abergeldie was the Baillie Mhor o’ 
Deeside. How soon’s he heard what Forbes had done, down 
comes he upon Strathgirnock, wi’ a band o’ well armed men, 
surrounded the house, and called upon the laird to surrender. 

« But he would’na surrender, and dared them to take him. 
Wi that they fired shots into the house, and brak open the door. 
Forbes was just ga’an to rush out upon them when a ball struck 
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him in the breast, an’ down he fell to the ground. Then they 
brak in upon him, an’ hanged him and his henchman, Wattie 
M‘Rory, on the balks o’ his own house. 

“To recompense himsel’ for his trouble, Abergeldie served 
himsel’ heir to the lands o’ Strathgirnock, an’ came into the 
lands o’ Knock as nearest o’ kin; and baith properties hae been 
in the family aye since syne.” | 

Although the history of the Forbeses of Strathgirnock, as 
related in the “Deeside Tales,” differs materially from that 
given in Grant’s “ Legends of the Brae of Mar,” and that:in the 
more recent publication, the “ Braemar Highlands,” by Miss 
Taylor, we think the version of the story as given by Mr. 
Michie in the “ Deeside Tales,” is more to be relied on. 

About the beginning of the 17th century, the Farquharsons of 
the Braes of Mar were a powerful clan, and had many feuds with 
their neighbours, the Gordons, on Deeside. One story is told 
that the Gordons communicated with the laird of Grant, a very 
powerful chief, and an ally of Huntly. “They agreed that, on 
a day appointed, Grant, with his clan in arms, should occu y 
the upper end of the vale of Dee, and move downwards, while 
the Gordons should ascend the river from beneath, each party 
killing, burning, and destroying, without mercy, whatever and 
whomever they found before them. A terrible massacre was 
made of the Farquharsons, taken at unawares, and placed 
betwixt two enemies. Almost the whole of the men and women 
were slain; and when the deed was done, Huntly found him- 
self encumbered with about 200 orphan children.” 

“ About a year after this foray, the laird of Grant chanced 
to dine at the Marquis’s castle. He was magnificently enter- 
tained, and after dinuer was over, Huntly said to his guest that 
he would shew him some rare sport. Accordingly, he conducted 
Grant to a balcony overlooking the kitchen, perhaps to permit 
the lady to give an occasional eye to the operations there. The 
numerous servants of the Marquis and his visitors had already 
dined, and Grant beheld the remains of the victuals which had 
furnished a plentiful meal, flung at random into a large trough, 
like that out of which swine feed. While Grant was wondering 
_ what this could mean, the master cook gave a signal with his 

silver whistle ; on which a hatch, like that of a dog kennel, was 
raised, and there rushed into the kitchen, some shrieking, some 
shouting, some yelling, not a pack of hounds, which in number, 
noise, and tumult, they greatly resembled, but a huge mob of 
children, half naked,and totally wild in their manners, who threw _ 
themselves on the contents of the trough, and fought, struggled, 
bit, scratched, and clamoured, each to get the largest share.” 

2s 
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_ “Grant was a man of humanity, and did not see in that de- 

rading scene all the amusement which his noble host had 
intended to afford him. ‘In the name of heaven!’ he said, © 
‘who are these unfortunate creatures that are fed like so many 
pigs?’ ‘They are the children of those Farquharsons whom 
we slew last year on Deeside,” answered Huntly. The laird 
felt more shocked than it would been prudent or polite to 
express. ‘My lord, he said, ‘my sword helped to make these 
poor children orphans, and it is not fair that your lordship 
should be burdened with all the expense of maintaining them. 
You have supported them a year and a day, allow me then to 
take them to Castle Grant, and keep them for the same period 
at my cost.’ ” 

“Huntly was tired of the joke of the pig trough, and willingly 
consented to have the undisciplined rabble of children taken 
off his hands. He troubled himself no more about them; and 
the laird of Grant, carrying them to his castle, had them dis- 

ersed among his clan, and brought up decently, giving them 
Fig own name of Grant; but it is said that their descendants 
are still called ‘the race of the trough,’ to distinguish them 
from the families of the tribe into which they were adopted.”* 

Under the reign of Charles IT., and as narrated in the history 
of Crathie and Braemar, the following ballad has evidently been 
written by a sympathiser of the Gordons, while we recognise in 
it the main facts of its being a historical statement of an en- 
counter which took place hetween John Farquharson of Inverey, 
and John Gordon of Braiklay, on the 7th September, in the 
year 1666.F 


THE BARON OF BRAIKLAY OR BRACKLEY. 


‘* Down Deeside came Inverey, whistling and playing, 
He was at Braiklay’s yett ere it was dawing, 
He rapped fu’ loudly, and with a great roar, 
Cries, ‘‘ Come down now, Braiklay, and open the door ! 


Are ye sleeping, bold baron, or are ye wakin’ ? 

There’s sharp swords at your yett will gar your blood spin. 
Open the yett, Braiklay, and let us within, 

Or come out, and your blood on the green turf shall rin.” 


Out spake the brave baron o’er the castle wa’ ; 
‘* Are ye come to spulzie* and plunder my ha’? 
Oh, gin ye be geutlemen, light and comein, = - 
Gin ye drink o' my wine, ye'll nae gar my blood spin.” 
‘¢ Gin ye be hired widdifus,t ye may gang by, 
Ye may gang to the lawlands and steal their fat kye.” 
* Sir Walter Scott’s Tales of a Grandfather, chap. 39. 
+ Fourth Report of the Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts, 1874, 


p. 534. isi 
* Spulzie, ‘* thieve.” t Widdifus, ‘‘ impudent men.” 
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‘Up spake his lady at his back where she laid, 
** Get up, get up, Braiklay, be not afraid.” 


** She called on her maidens, and bade them come on ; 
Tak’ a’ your rocks, lasses, we will them comman’, 
We'll fecht them, and shortly the cowards will fly, 
So come forth, my maidens, and turn back the kye.” 


‘* There’s four-and-twenty milk-white calves, twal o’ them kye, 
In the woods o’ Glentanar, its there that they lie ; 
There eee on the Etnach, and sheep on the brae, 
And a’ will be plundered by young Inverey !” 


‘¢ Now, haud yer tongue, Catherine, and bring me my gun, 
I am now going forth, but I’ll never come in, 
Call my brother William, my uncle also, 
My cousin, James Gordon ; we'll mount and we'll go.” 


When Braiklay was ready, and stood in the close, 
A gallanter barrone ne’er lap on a horse ; 

en a’ were assembled on the castle green, 
Nae man like brave Braiklay was there to be seen. 


** O here is a saddle that needna be toom, 
Turn back, brother William, ye are a bridegroom, 
Wi’ bonnie Jeannie Gordon, the maid o’ the mill, 
O sighin’ and sobbin’ she’ll soon get her fill !” 


*‘ I’m nae coward, brother, its kent I’m a man, 
I'll fight in your quarrel, sae lang’s I can stan’. 
But bide, my dear brother, gae out not this day, 
What’ll come o’ your lady if Braiklay they slay ?” 


‘* Strike, dogs,” cries Inverey, ‘‘ and fecht till ye’re slain, 
For we are twice twenty, and they but four men,” 
At the head o’ Rineaton the battle began, 
At Little Aucholzie, they killed the first man. 


First they killed ane, and syne they killed twa, 

They killed gallant Braiklay, the flower o’ them a’. 
They killed William Gordon, and James o’ the Knock, 
And brave Alexander, the flower o’ Glenmuick. 


What sighin’ and moanin’ was heard in the glen, 
For the baron o’ Braiklay, wha basely was slain ! 
Frae the head o’ the Dee to the banks 0’ the Spey, 
The Gordons may mourn him and ban Inverey.” 


IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


GLENMUICK is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary; Tut- 
Lic to Saint Nachlan; the quoad sacra parish of GLENGAIRN 
to Saint Mungo, Bishop of Glasgow. A new church has been 
erected in the village of Ballater, chiefly for the parishioners 
of Glenmuick and Tullich. The Manse and domestic offices 
are valued at £25 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £10. 
Stipend,* 17 chalders, half meal, half barley, payable by the 


* A part of the stipend was permanently converted into money by the 
Court of Teinds, and is not affected by the Fiars. 
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fiars’ price, with £8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. The 
Manse at the Missionary Church at Dalfuir, in the top of 
-Glengairn, is valued at £12. The Free Church Manse at Bal- 
later is valued at £21. The Free Church Manse and offices, 
Cromar, are valued at £10 10s. 

School Board.—Glenmuick and Tullich. There are five 
-.members upon the Board—Rev. John Middleton, E. C., is 

chairman ; James L. Douglas, clerk and treasurer. School 
Rate, 5d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. There is but 
one school in the parish under the charge of the Board, and 
103 scholars. Population in 1871, 1,602. 

Glengairn (Quoad Sacra)—There are five members upon 
the Board— Robert Gordon Foggo, is chairman ; James Coutts, 
Dalfuir, clerk and treasurer. Rchool Rate, 6d. per £. Bible 
taught. There is but one school in this division of the parish, 
and 37 scholars. Population in 1871, 600. | 

According to the statistical account of the parish, drawn up 
in 1842, “ there were within the parish 370, betwixt the age of 
six and fifteen years, who could neither read nor write, and of 
those above fifteen, there were 240. Some of those people are 
not so much alive to the benefits of education as might be 
expected; but, in general, they begin to see and appreciate 
them much better than they did a few years ago.” It is but 

roper to state that there are many parts of these parishes by 
far too distant from the parochial schools, but this inconve- 
nience has been remedied, so far, by the establishment of relief 
schools in the outlying districts, which, however, as yet, do not 
appear to be under the School Board. 
arochial Registers—The parochial registers are very de- 
fective. During the incumbency of Mr. John Ferguson, the 
earliest minister here on record, the cash and discipline regis- 
ter begins 23rd June, 1661, and ends 6th January, 1677; then 
it begins again at the admission of his successor, Mr. David 
Guthrie, 1687, and ends 1696. Onthe admission of Mr. James 
Robertson, it commences in 1699, and ends in 1726. It be- 
ins again on the admission of his successor, Mr. William 
ackenzie, in 1748, and ends in 1760; it begins again in Mr. 
Mackenzie’s time, in 1768, and from this date it has been re- 
gularly kept. The register of baptisms does not begin till 
1768, but, previous to this, it is said, the register was lost 
through the negligence of the relatives of the session-clerk, 
about the time of his death. The register of marriages does 
not begin till 1792. Since that time the registers of baptisms 
and marriages are entire; but, until recently, there were no 
register of deaths. 
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Bequests.—Certain trustees on the estate of Invercauld have 
under their management the interest of £500, destined for poor 
householders and others in- reduced circumstances, which they 
divide annually. With this, the kirk-session have nothing to 
do, except in recommending fit objects for the charity. 

The amount of church collections for the year ended 14th 
May, 1871, was £48 9s. 10}d., of which sum only £26 2s. 14d. 
was expended for the relief of the poor. 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES, 


THERE are many cairns on Culblean and the Muir of Dinnet, 
said to mark the graves of those who fell in the battle of Cul- 
blean, or Kilblane, which, according to Buchanan (8. ix. ¢. 28), 
was fought between the adherents of King David Bruce and 
the followers of Comyn, Earl of Athole, in 1335. But nothing 
has ever been found in them to fix their origin to that or to an 
earlier period, which some think they belong to. 

The old Castle of Caen-dun-Coille (Kyan-na-Kyl), “is said to 
have been built, as a summer house, by one of the Earls of 
Huntly, who was invited thereto by the fine situation of the 
place, ying at the head of a fair wood of birch and alder, and 
tis said the first Marquis of Huntly was born here.” * 

The Castle of Braiklay is now nearly demolished. It was 
formerly the residence of the Gordons of Braiklay.t 

There was an Hospital at Spital, near to an alehouse, at the 
east end of Loch-Muick, on the road across the Capel-month, 
leading to the braes of Clova in Forfarshire. | | 

The ruins of the old Castle of Knock stand on the ridge of 
Ardmeanach, about a mile west of the Manse of Glenmuick, 
and is said to have been originally built as a fort or garrison 
for troops, “ to check the depredations that were rife on Dee- 
side at that time.” { “ Here,” says the author of the “ View of 
the Diocese of Aberdeen,” “there are the ruins of another old 
castle, half a mile west of the church.” | 

Below the bridge of Gairn are the ruins of the old parish 
church of Glengairn, and east of the Milton of Tullich are the 
ruins of the old parish church and burying ground. The 
Whitehouse, “so called as being the only house standing in 
Cromar which was built with stone and mortar since the ruin 
of the two old castles—Cowl and Migvie.” 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. 

+ A hollow is still pointed out between two knolls where the Farquharsons 
of Inverey killed the Baron of Braiklay.—Deeside Guide, 1869. 

t Deeside Tales, by the Rev. J. G. Michie, p. 141. 
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PARISH OF HUNTLY. 


PRESBYTERY OF STRATHBOGIE—SYNOD OF Moray. 








Eiymology. 

THE present parish of Huntly originally consisted of two dis- 
tinct parishes, that of Dumbennan and Kinnoir, which were 
united into one parish in 1727. The former parish lies 
chiefly’: between the Bogie and the Doveran, and the old 
burying ground of Dumbennan is used as the chief burying 
ground for the parish. Kinnoir lies on the east of the Bogie 
and the Doveran, and on the right bank of the latter stream 
are the ruins of the old church and burying ground, which is 
still used as a place of interment. Dumbennan appears to be 
one of the English corrupted spellings of the Gaelic word Dun, 
which means a “ castle,” a fort, and some times a heap of 
stones, or “mound,” and, with the affix benn-an, would signify 
“ the fort, or mound on the hill” Kin-noir is from the Gaelic 
Ceann-oir, or ore, which, in Gaelic, signifies, “ the head of the 
hill on the edge, or margin of the river.” 


Boundarves. 


The parish is bounded on the north by the parish of Rothie- 
may, which is in Banffshire ; on the east it is bounded by the 
parishes of Forgue and Drumblade ; on the south it is bound- 
ed by the parish and braes of Gartly ; and on the west by the 
parishes of Glass and Cairnie. 


Extent. 

The greatest length of the parish, in a direct line from the 
head of the Gordons’ burn, on the confines of Gartly and Glass, 
to the lowermost point on the Doveran at Rothiemay, is 93 
miles, including the interjecting portion of the parish of Cair- 
nie, which lies in the valley of the Doveran. Its greatest. 
breadth, also in a direct line from Lessendrum, in Drumblade, 
to the top of the Ord-hill (a south-eastern spur of the Beinn 
in Cairnie), is four miles. The whole area is computed to be 
12,5762 acres. 

| Topography. 

The surface of this parish is much diversified, and, when 
viewed from the higher ground south of the town of Huntly, 
it pe peare to consist of the two vepag be formed by the Doveran 
and the Bogie, and of a smaller one, lying east of the Kinnoir 
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Hills, bordering with Drumblade. The Clashmach Hill, the to 
of which is 1,159 feet above sea level, and the ridge of hills 
between the Bogie and the Doveran, bounding with Gartly on 
the south, form the chief mountain features of this division ; 
the lower range of the Beinn-hill, the Boddum-hill (699 feet), 
forms the bounding ridge west of the Doveran ; and the ridge 
of the Kinnoir Hills, viz.:—St. Mungo’s is 649 feet, and the 
hill of Greenfold is 718 feet, lie along the east bank of the 
Doveran, and the Bogie. The lowermost point of the Doveran, 
at the Mill-town of Rothiemay, is about 300 feet above sea 
level ; and the highest point on the river at the burn of Artloch 
is 580 feet. The highest point on the Bogie, at the burn of 
Tulloch-beg is 386 feet ; and the Square of Huntly is 408 feet 
above sea level, The bridge of Gibston is 414 feet, and the 
bridge over the Bogie is 376 feet. | 


Geology and Soils.. 


The rocks forming the division east of the Bogie are trap, or 
green-stone, and granite. Those on the south of Huntly, on 
the division towards Gartly, consist of clay-slate and masses 
of quartz rock; while, on the division west of the Doveran 
on the Beinn-hill, they consist of syenite and rocks of the 
green-stone series. The granite in the lower parts of the valley 
of the Doveran is found in contact with basal and other rocks 
of Plutonic or igneous origin, the granite veins or dykes 
traversing the strata. Near the confluence of the Bogie with 
the Doveran, traces of plumbago, or black lead, has been found, 
but it does not appear in sufhcient quantity to repay the cost 
of working. West of Huntly, veins of primitive limestone have 
been found in the clay-slate, but they have never been 
thoroughly explored or laid open. Among the chief rocks 
traversing the valley of the river and the ridges of the Beinn- 
hill is that of syenite, and it appears in masses and boulders ; 
but, although generally disposed of in masses, it is not 
unfrequently found in strata. Drift boulders, differing from 
the rocks of the district, are everywhere scattered over 
the valley of the Doveran and the western bounding hills with 
Cairnie and Glass. These boulders are water-worn in appear- 
ance, and have been deposited by a force from the west. 

Soils.—In the lower parts of the Kinnoir district the soil is 

* Among the most prominent which are named in this parish are the 7'ruttle 
Stone, near the Struach ford, in the Doveran, the Clochran, on the west side 
of the Boddum Hill, the Hummel Stone, on the Clean Hill, the Cummers Stone, 
on Upper Robieston, the Mermaid, above the bridge of Gibston, and the Devil's 


Chair, beside the old castle; and on St. Mungo’s there are the Castle and the 
Cradle Stones. . 
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stiff clay, and on the highest it is good black loam upon clay 
embedding masses of trap rock. On the division between the 
Bogie and the Doveran there is considerable variety of soil. 
- On the lower alluvial lands, along the valleys of both rivers, 

- the soil is good yellowish loam on boulder gravel and rock ; 

and on the higher cultivated land the soil is of oe fertile, 

‘although of a lighter description. West of the Doveran, to- 
wards the Beinn-hill, clay is found on the lower cultivated 
ground, and blackisbsoil, mixed with rocky fragments, generally 
compose that on the higher. 

Hydrography. 

The Doveran intersects and bounds the parish from the 
Milltown of Rothiemay, up to the influx of the burn of Artloch, 
a distance of about 11 miles by the windings of the river. 
The Bogie Water bounds the parish on the east with Drnm- 
blade, from near its conflueuce with the Doveran, up to the 
burn of Tulloch-beg, being a distance of about 24 miles. On the 
south-west division of ths parish there is the Gordon and 
Roger burns, small tributaries of the Doveran, and on the 
north-east there is the small bounding burns with Forgue and 
Drumblade, which form the western affluent streams of the 
burn of Forgue. Besides these streams, there are others of 
smaller note. On Kinnoir, there are St. Mungo’s and St. John’s 
Wells, the Rogerdhu and Annets’ Wells. On Robieston there is 
a strong chalybeate spring. Close by the old castle of Huntly 
there is the Duchess Well, and in the vicinity of the town there 
are the Meadow and the Clinkies’ Wells; and on the north face, 
and near to the top of the Clashmach, there are many springs 
of pure water. 

ishing—The Doveran abounds in salmon and sea trout, 
and the most formidable artificial obstruction to the free run of 
the fish higher up the river than the cruive dykes at Banff is the 
weir at Milltown of Rothiemay. The Bogie is an excellent 
trouting stream, and, together, few streams in the country afford 
better or more varied sport to the angler. 


Arboriculture 


The higher knolls and ridges of the hills on Kinnoir, from 
the Foreman, by St. Mungo’s, the woods of Kinnoir, and 
Bruntstone, have been planted with Scots firs and larch, but 
latterly, on the northern division, a good deal of the timber 
has been cut down. Along the Doveran, at Avochie, the 
planted ground contains a fair mixture of hardwood trees, and 
generally the uncultivated ground is covered with furze, broom, 
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birch, alder, and other brushwood. A portion of the lower lying 
land in the north-east corner of Kinnoir, bordering with Drum- 
blade, has been planted with Scots firs, and, considering the 
nature of the soil—stiff wet clay—they have made satisfactory 
progress. The plantations of Huntly Lodge, which lie along the 
west side of the Doveran, cover a large extent of ground. The 
outlying woods to the north and west of the icdee chiefly 
consist of Scots firs of various ages; while in the private 
grounds along both sides of the river, by Huntly Lodge and 
the old Castle, and southwards by the town of Huntly, contain 
a fine variety of hardwood trees, mixed with Scots and a few 
silver firs, near the lodge, which are of great size and beauty. 
Besides these silver firs, which are said to have been planted 
by the first Duchess Dowager of Gordon in memory of some 
of her ancestors, there are numerous fine specimens of beech, 
oak, ash, and elm trees of large dimensions—here is a gean 
tree which girths about 10 feet at the surface of the ground. 
The old fir woods of Dumbennan and Arnhall have mostl 
been cut down, but the ground remains partially covered wit 
alder trees and birch bushes. The Huntly side of the Beinn-hill 
plantation occupies the western division of the parish, although — 
a considerable part of it falls within the ee of Cairnie, it may 
not inappropriately be called a Huntly B antation. It extends for 
several miles along the ridges of the Beinn, and covers an area 
of about 3,000 acres. The chief portion (about 2,600 acres) 
was planted in 1838-9, and the trees planted chiefly consisted 
of Scots firs and larch, in proportions suited to the different 
soils—larch being planted on the lower hills in the proportion 
of two to one of Scots firs, and on the higher rocky parts the 
ad eae was reversed. On the lower ground, and on the 
untly side of the forest, beech, plane, ash, and elms were 
planted along with larch and spruce firs. The surface of the 
ground is uneven, and appears agreeably diversified ; the low- 
est parts being about 450 feet, and the highest reaching to 
1,050 feet above the level of the sea. The higher parts were 
rocky, with coarse grass and heath, and the lower were in 
Seeder too rugged and barren to admit of the plough, or of 
eing brought under cultivation in any shape. The fences 
around the forest are chiefly “ rickle dykes,” consisting of the 
outlying trap rocks, which were split up into suitable sizes for 
that kind of fence, and they were, owing to the abundance of 
suitable material, erected at a cheap rate. 
The planting was executed under contract, for about 16s. an 
acre, and the trees, for the first 20 years, were allowed to take 
nature’s course, consequently many of the most suitable and 
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| ‘valuable trees were lost sight of. Still, the plantation of the 
Beinn-hill is the most successful, as well as the most extensive 
plantation within one ring fence in the north of Scotland. 


Besides the domesticate 


Zoology. 


d race of animals, the following 


reside during the whole, or a part of the year, within the 
district of Strathbogie :— 


Mammalia. 


Red-deer. 

Roe-deer. 

Hare. 

Alpine-hare. 
ox 


Pole-cat. 
Stoat. 
Weasel. 
Hedge-hog. 
Rabbit. 
Bat. 

Mole. 

’ Grey Rat. 
Water Rat. 
Otter. 


Common Mouse. 


Field Mouse. 
Shrew Mouse. 
Field-vole. 


Birda. 


Black Cock. 
Pheasant. 
Grouse. 
Ptarmigan. 
Partridge. 
Woodcock. 
Golden Plover. 
Green Plover. 
Curlew. 
Land-rail. 
Wood Pigeon. 
Swan. 
Wild,Goose. 


Snipe. 

Jack-snipe. 

Water Hen. 

Bald Coot. 

Heron. 

Common Gull. 
Black-headed Gull. 
Oyster Catcher. 
Water Ouzel. 

Sand Piper. 
Black-headed Bunting. 
Lapwing. 

Cuckoo. 

Mavis or Common Thrush. 
Missel-thrush. 
Field-fare. 

Red-wing. 

Black -bird. 

Ring Black-bird. 
Lark. 


Corn Bunting. 
Snow-flake. 
Meadow Tit-lark. 
Wren. 

Willow Wren. 
Golden-crested Wren. 
Yellow Hammer. 
Bullfinch. 
Goldfinch. 
Chaffinch. 
Greenfinch. 
Siskin. 
Grey-linnet. 
Red-pole. 
Red-breast. 
Red-start. 


Common Duck, Mire Duck. Creeper. 


Teal Duck. 
Shel-drake. 
Water-rail. 
Red Shank. 


Common Sparrow. 
Hedge-sparrow. 
Swift. 

Common Swallow. 


Martin. 

Sand or Bank Swallow. 
Ox-eye, Titmouse. 
Blue Titmouse. 

Cole Titmouse. 

Red bi Noe 
Yellow Wagtail. 

Grey Wagtail. 
Wheat-ear. 

Whin-chat. 

Stone-chat. 

White Owl. 

Tawny Owl. 

Long-eared Owl. 

Common Hawk or Kestrel. 
Sparrow-hawk. 

Buzzard. 

Blue-hawk. 

Kite. 

Rook. 

Hooded Crow. 

Carrion Crow. 

Raven. 

Jackdaw. 

Magpie. 


Reptiles, 


Adder. 
Blindworm. 
Common Eft. 
Frog. 

Toad. 


Fishes. 


Salmon. 
Trout. 

Pike. 

Eels. 
Minnow. 
Stickleback. 


Farms and Farming. 


The following abstract will show the number of purely agri- 
culural holdings in the parish in a classified form, viz. :— 
No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£1 


of yearly rent. 


_ and under £100. 


and under £50. 


and under £20. 


and under £10, 


21 14 24 40 
And 14 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
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Valuation, or Rent of Land in the Parish of Huntly, year 1872-78, £8,965 8 10 





Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wo 

lands, , ; . ; : ' : ; 750 7 2 
Do. shooene ae Fishings, where let, ; : : 103 10 0 
Do. Water Works, Gas Works, Police and Lock-up : 

Houses, ‘ : : : ‘ ; ‘ : ‘ 121 0 0 
Do. Market Customs, Granaries, Brewery, Tannery, 

Tile-works, Mills, and Manufactories, . ‘ ‘ ; 261 2 0 
Do. Small Properties in the Town of Huntly, . ; 7,912 8 8 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, ‘ : ‘ 623 0 0 

Total value, . ; ; j . . £13,736 11 3 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— : 7 


His Grace the Duke of Richmond. 

Adam Hay Gordon, Esq, of Avochie. 

Alexander Christie, Esq., solicitor, Huntly. 
James Cruickshank, Esq., merchant, Huntly. 
James Robertson, Esq., banker, Huntly. 

John Robertson, Esq., banker, Huntly. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 250 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rent or value is under £100. 


Farming.—The rotation of cropping now generally followed 
is that of the sixth-shift course; although this rotation may 
vary to the fifth in exceptional cases, the most common 
being the sixth, and the regular distribution of the crops are 
thus :—One sixth under green crop, two sixths under oats and 
barley or bear, and three sixths under grass. The usual dura- 
tion of leases is 19 years, if we except what is called the acred 
land of Huntly, which is let in small parcels and farmed 
by the town’s people, who have either views of profit, pleasure, 
or convenience, and which brings a much higher rent than 
the “a quality of land in the more remote parts of the 

arish. 

The reclamation of waste lands, draining, fencing, and the 
erection of improved farm buildings has been carried on with 
much spirit and success all over the Aucht-and-forty Dauch, 
of which Huntly parish forms only a small portion. It is lon 
since the old crooked ridges disappeared, along with the old 
marshes on the Bogie, and the barren heaths around the Raws 
of Huntly, which are now rich and fertile fields, and that which 
still remains waste, seems, from its elevated position, and from 
the absolute worthlessness of the soil, to be beyond the ordi- 
nary limits of cultivation, and, in an agricultural sense, far 
beyond any reasonable hope of yielding a profitable return. 
Thorn hedges are to be met with in many a some of them 
forming efficient and valuable fences for shelter. The better 
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ping Si of stone dykes are not numerous, and few farms 
are fully enclosed with that material, owing, most probably, to 
@ scarcity of stones suitable for any other kind of fencing than 
that of the rickle dyke. | 

Live Stock.—A. superior class of work horses are to be found 
in this district, being improved breeds prongae from Clydes- 
dale and other west country districts more celebrated for having 
breeds of horses of better bone and action. The old country 
stock of cattle is that of the Aberdeen and Angus polled 
breeds—crossed with the short-horned, producing animals 
which are admitted by all to attain, at early age, a greater size, 
and are capable of being fed off at an earlier period. 


Roads. 


The old high road from Aberdeen to Inverness runs through 
this parish from the bridge over the Bogie, to the boundary 
with Cairnie on the south-west shoulder of the Beinn. Another 
road leads from the bridge over the Doveran at Gibston to 
Portsoy through Rothiemay ; and another road leads through 
Kinnoir, by bridge of Marnoch, to Banff; a cross road leads 
westward from the Marnoch road, through Kinnoir, to the 
bridge over the Doveran at Rothiemay. South of Huntly 
there is the old Strathbogie road which leads from Huntly to 
Rhynie, Alford, and Strathdon; and the Doveran side road 
from Huntly, through Glass, to the Cabrach. These roads so 
divide and intersect the parish that no farmer is left beyond a 
mile from either of them. Most of the bridges over the Do- 
veran and the Bogie are substantially built with stone mate- 
rials, The bridge recently erected (1873) over the Doveran at 
Milltown of Rothiemay has iron girders and concrete arches, 
put together in a peculiar fashion, and passengers are warned 
to use certain precautions in crossing it. 

Traces of the old Romanum iter Suppositum is said to have 
been found in the northern parts of elite parish, on the route 
between the Camps of Glenmailen, in Forgue, and of Floors, in 
Grange, by the fords in the Doveran at Avochie. 


Mansion Houses. 


Huntly Lodge, it is said, was originally erected for a shoot- 
ing lodge for the Duke of Gordon, after the family had re- 
moved from the Castle of Strathbogie to Gordon Castle, at 
Fochabers. In after years the lodge was enlarged into the 

resent commodious building, and became the residence of the 
arquis of Huntly, and latterly the residence of Her Grace 
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the last Duchess-Dowager of Gordon,* and, since her death, it 
is usually let along with the shootings on the Huntly estates. 
It stands embowered among trees, on gently sloping ground 
on the north bank of the Doveran, from which there are ex- 
tensive views of the valley and the distant mountains of Strath- 
bogie, and looks down upon the grey towers of the old castle 
and: the town of Huntly lying beyond. 

The ruins of the old Castle of Strathbogie,f and of Huntly 
are on the right or south bank of the river, midway between 
the lodge and the town. Strathbogie Castle was destroyed 
after the battle of Glenlivat, which was fought in 1594, and 
Huntly Castle, now in ruins, was built by the first Marquis of 
that name in 1602. The ruins of both castles consist of the 
large circular tower and some vaults and rugged walls, with 
the remains of the moat by which the place appears to have 
been surrounded. The square towers, guarding the avenue 
approach to the castle, have been removed, and their site is 
now shia De by the Duchess of Gordon’s schools. The small 
Mansion House of Avochie is occupied by the tenant of the 
farm. The Manse of Huntly is an old commodious build- 
oo to which there is a glebe of 12 acres of excellent 
an 


* ‘ She had, indeed, 
; ; - . « tear for pity, and a hand 
Open as day for melting charity.” 


+ ALEXANDER, FourtH DukE or GoRDON, 
Born in 1743 ; died, 1827. 
Said to have been author of *‘ Cauld Kail in Aberdeen.” 


We give two versions here of this popular old song; the first appears in Herd’s 
collection, and is probably the oldest set of words extant :— 


‘“* CauLp kail in Aberdeen, 

And custocks in Strathbogie, 

But yet I fear they’ll cook o’er soon, 
And never warm the cogie ; 

But lasses about Bogie gicht, 

Their limbs they are sae clean and tight, 

That if they were Lead hae right, 
They’ll dance the o’ Bogie. 


Wow, Aberdeen, what did you mean, 
Sae young a maid to woo, sir? 

I’m sure it was nae joke to her, 
Whate’er it was to you, sir. 

For lasses now are no sae blate, 

But they ken auld folk’s out o’ date, 

And better playfare can they get, 
Than custocks in Strathbogie.” 


The second version, Mr. Chambers says, the expression—‘‘Cauld Kail in 
Aberdeen,” does not refer to any “ mess connected with the ancient city ; but 
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Railways. 


_ The Great North of Scotland Railway Company’s Station at 
the bridge of Bogie is 403 miles from Aberdeen. The dis-. 
tance from Huntly to Keith by rail is 124 miles; and the dis- 
tance from Huntly to Banff by rail, via Grange, is 244 miles. 
THE Town oF Huntiy is & hireh of barony, under a charter 
granted to the Earl, or Marquis of Huntly, by Queen Mary, in 
the second year of her reign, anno 1545. The town is well 
laid out by streets, which generally cross each other at right 
angles. The chief street which runs from the bridge of Bogie 
westward, is crossed in the centre by Castle Street and Gordon 


a metaphorical allusion to the faded love-fervour of an aged nobleman, who, in 
spite of years, was presuming to pay his addresses to a young lady.” 


‘< THERE’s cauld kail in Aberdeen, 
And custocks in Stra’bogie, 

Gin I hae but a bonnie lass, 

- Ye’re welcome to your cogie. 
And ye may sit up a’ the night, ° 
And drink till it be braid daylight ; 
Gae me a lass baith clean and tight, 

To dance the reel o’ Bogie. 


In cotillions the French excel, 
John Bull loves country dances ; | 

The Spaniards dance fandangoes well, 
Myuheer an’ allemande prances. 

In foursome reels the Scotch delight, 

At threesome they dance wondrous light, 

But twasomes ding a’ out o’ sight, 
Danc’d to the reel o’ Bogie. 


Come, lads, and view your partners well, 
Wile each a blythesome rogie, 
I'll tak’ this lassie to mysel’, 
She looks sae clean and vogie. 
Now, piper lad, bang up the spring, 
The country fashion is the thing, 
To pree their mou’s ere we begin 
o dance the reel o’ Bogie. 


Now, ilka lad has got a lass, 
Save yon auld doited fogie, 
And ta’en a fling upon the grass, 
As they do in Stra’bogie. 
But a’ the lasses look so fain, 
We canna think oursel’s to hain, 
For they maun hae their come-again, 
To dance the reel o’ Bogie. 


Now a’ the lads hae done their best, 

Like true men o’ Stra’bogie, 
s We'll stop a-while and tak’ a rest, 

And tipple out a cogie. 

Come now, my lads, and tak’ your glass, 

And try ilk other to surpass, 

And wishing health to every lass, 
To dance the reel o’ Bogie,” 
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Street, forming a spacious square, surrounded by some hand- 
some buildings, and in the north division of it stands a colossal 
statue (cut In sand-stone, upon a oe pedestal) of the late 
Duke of Richmond. On the north side of the town, in the 
direction of Huntly Lodge, are the Gordon Schools, which were 
erected in 1839 and 1841, “In memory of George V., Duke of 
Gordon, by his widow. Bydand Animo-non-astutia.” “The 
memorials of George, 5th Duke of Gordon, and of his widow, 
are placed here in testimony of the respect and affection of an 
attached tenantry and grateful people.” | 

‘The principal approach to Huntly Lodge is through the 
central archway in the school buildings, the left hand part of 
the building being occupied as the boys’, and the right are the 
girls’ and infants’ industrial schools. Over the gateway there 
is a small neat spire with clock, the dial of which fronts to the 
town. | 

» Scott's Hosyital.—Dr. Scott, a native of the parish, left in the 
hands of certain trustees, funds sufficient for erecting and en- 
dowing an hospital for the maintenance of aged and indigent 
natives; and a further sum of money for establishing a bur- 
sary of £20 annually to a student in divinity of the Established 
Church. The hospital buildings were erected some years ago, 
and in 1873 there were five females and 19 males supported 
on the foundation, with an annual income of £700 from the 
lands of Craibstone in the parish of Newhills. 

There is a Dispensary, maintained by subscription, for sup- 
plying the poor with medicines, which is attended by the 
medical practitioners of the place, who prescribe for the poor 
at their own houses. 

The Strathbogie Farmers’ Club have a library for the use 
of members ; and, besides, there is a circulating library kept 
by a bookseller, and another called the evangelical subscrip- 
tion library ; and a coffee and reading-room, with a fair mapply 
of provincial newspapers. 

he Huntly Express, a weekly newspaper, has been pub- 
lished for some years, and has obtained a pretty extensive 
circulation. 

A Gas Work has long been established, and the town is 
well supplied with that most useful and economical light. 
Water was introduced from the Clashmach a few years ago at 
a cost to the community of £3,140. It is conveyed for two 
miles by vitrified clay pipes to a large cistern within about 
two miles of the town, and then distributed by a five-inch 
metal pipe, which gives an abundant supply of water to the 
inhabitants, for which they are charged 103d. per £ on rental. 


» 
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The inhabitants, under the “Lindsay Act,” which they have 
adopted, are charged 8d. per £ on rental for cleaning and light- 
ing. Sewerage is not considered to be in a satisfactory state. 
The streets or roads are kept in repair by the District Road 

Trustees, the Commissioners of Police directing the repairs ; 
the footways being kept by the community, but many of them 
do not appear in a very good condition. 

Besides a long established Savings’ Bank in Huntly, there 
are four bank agencies,the North of Scotland Bank, the Aberdeen 
Town and County, the Union Bank of Scotland, and the Cit 
of Glasgow Bank ; and agencies for a large number of agricul- 
tural manure companies, who also deal in grain, coals, &c. 

Shops for the sale of grocery, haberdashery, and hardware 

oods are numerous, with half-a-dozen of bakers and as many 

utchers. Shoemakers, tailors, masons, carpenters, and black- 
smiths are numerous; and among the latter class of trades- 
men there is the large establishment of the Messrs. Sellars’, of 
world-wide fame for the manufacture of a superior class of 
pus and the rai grocery store and pork-curing estab- 
ishament of Mr. Mellis, the present chief magistrate of the 
town. 

Inns and Alehouses. 

There are six Inns, four Public Houses, and five Shops 

licensed for the sale of spirits, ales, and porter. 


Fairs, Cattle Markets, éc. 


Markets for the sale of cattle and horses are held on the 
1st and 38rd Wednesday of every month. Hiring Markets are 
held on the Thursday before the 26th of May, and on the 
Thursday before the 22nd of November. 


Population of Police Burgh of Huntly. 
1841. 1851. 1861. 1871. 
2,870. 3,151. 3,448. 3,570. 

Poor and Parochial Funds. 

ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF HUNTLY DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871. 

Receipts from Assessments, . , . . £1,292 19 8 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 67 6 9 





—— £1,360 6 5 
Hapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered,. . £1,007 19 10 
Relief of Casual Poor, ° a ; j 25 6 9 
Medical Relief,. . . . . «©. . 42 110 
Management, . . . . . «~ . 88 14 3% 
Law Expenses,. . «© . . «© 4 115 5 
Balanceinhand,. . .  . 194 8 3% 


£1,360 6 5 
RT 
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ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rs MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. git rena © Casual Poor. 
Population : | Fatuous 
in or 
Regis- Other 
1861, Males. | Females. | Total. | PePe™4-| ‘tered | Pepend-| Casuar | Pepend-| Insane. 
ants. Poor. ants. Poor ants. 





























4,329 |, 45 124 | 169| 88 32 7 9 1 6 
- | 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic. Cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are five elected 
members on the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH ACT, DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ty MAY, 1871. 


Receipts:from Assessments, ; : . : £21 3 114 
Expenditure on Drainage, ; : : . £2 0 
Do, on other purposes, : : ; . 2 2 0 
Balance in hand, . ; : : ~- W711i 
| —— £21 3 11} 
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It is said that several persons, afterwards named Gordon, came 
to Britain with William the Lion, one of whom having visited 
Scotland during the reign of Malcolm Canmor, and settled in 
Berwickshire, on the lands of East and West Gordon, Huntly, 
and Huntly-wood. Another branch of the same family went 
north, and got a grant of part of the lordship of Strathbogie, 
taken from the Cumins by King Robert Bruce. Duncan, 
Karl of Fife, was proprietor of Strathbogie in 1203, and his 
grandson, John, became, through his marriage with the Count- 
ess Ada, the 8th Earl of Atholl, but his grandson, the 11th 
Earl, having revolted against Bruce, Strathbogie and his other 
possessions were forfeited. The Strathbogie Jands were given 
to Sir Adam de Gordon,* of the Berwickshire Gordons, and a 
ee of Bruce, who, along with his son, was killed at Hal- 
idon-hill in 1333. By charter of David II., the lands of 
Strathbogie, &c., were conferred on Sir Adam’s grandson, Sir 
* “Tn 1311,” as narrated by Sir Andrew Leith Hay, ‘‘Sir Adam obtained 
authority from Parliament, holden at Perth, to change the name of Strathbogie 

to that of Huntly, under which designation it has since continued.” ; 
te aT , 
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John, who, as well as his son, fell in battle. The last mention- 
ed fell at Homilden in 1402. He left issue by his wife, Eliza- 
beth, daughter of Lord Keith, an only daughter, who, in the 


ear 1408, married Sir Alexander Seaton, second son to Sir 


illiam Seaton of Seaton. Sir Alexander, grandson of the 
heiress, being chief of the house of Gordon-:and Kenmuir, was 
created first Earl of Huntly, and, from his son, the second Earl, 
who married Annabella, daughter of James I., sprang the 
Gordons of Aboyne, Gight, and Letterfourie, and they are 
the “ Bow o’ meal Gordons,” in contradistinction to the “ Jock 
and Tam race.” * | 

The name of Huntly was imported from Berwickshire, and 
applied first to the title of Marquis, and afterwards to the town 
and parish, even the castle was the Castle of Strathbogie, and 


the town (the Raws of Strathbogie) in the parish of Dumben- . 


nan till united to the parish of Kinnoir. | 

In early times, Spalding says, the Castle of Strathbogie was 
a “stately palace,” and a place of great strength, and the 
Marquis of Huntly, one of ‘he most powerful magnates of the 
land, having, at times, a sort of viceregal jurisdiction over the 
whole country between Aberdeen and Inverness, “ and hold- 
ing princely state, now here, now at Aberdeen, and now at the 
Bog of Gight,” which was in the end the chief residence of the 
Gordons. 

George Gordon, the sixth Earl and first Marquis of Huntly, 
lived a stormy life. He married Henriette Stuart, daughter of 
the Duke of Lennox, a cousin of King James’s, and, in 1599, 
was created the first Marquis in Scotland, and rebuilt the 
Castle of Strathbogie in 1602. After the battle of Balrinnes 
he returned from banishment in 1597, professed penitence for 
the errors of his ways, and renounced popery in the church of 
st. Nicholas, in Aberdeen. 

Dr. J. Hill Burton says:—* This mighty Marquis was ane 


great spirit, for in time of battle he was of invincible courage, - 


and boldly bore down all his enemies triumphantly. He was— 


never inclined to war or trouble himself, but by the pride and _ 


insolence of his kin was divers times driven in trouble, whilk 
he bore through valiantly. He loved not to be in laws, con- 
tending with any man, but loved rest and quietness with all 
his heart ; and, in time of peace, he lived moderately and 


* The local tradition of the period treated of, was, that the Seaton Gordons 
were the representatives of the female branch. The male line, ‘‘ the Jock and 
Tam Gordons,” is said to be represented by the Gordons of Pitlurg. The 
Huntly line, or the Seaton Gordons, were called the ‘‘ Bow o’meal Gordons,” 
in consequence of the price they were said to have paid to any humbler serf 
for naming a child after the family as a future clansman. 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF HUNTLY. 728 


temperately in his diet, and fully set to building and planting 
of all curious devices. A well set neighbour in his marches, 
disposed rather to give than to take a foot wrongously. He 
was heard to say he never drew a sword in his own quarrel. 
In his youth a prodigal spender, in his old age more wise and 
worldly, yet never counted at cost in matter of honour. A 
great householder, a terror to his enemies, whom, with his 
powerful kin, he ever held under great fear, subjection, and 
obedience. In all his bargains just, and never hard for his 
due debt.” 

After the battle of Corrichie (1562) in which the fourth Earl 
of Huntly James the Gross) was slain, Huntly Castle was 
plundered by the Earl of Moray, and the tapestry, and other 
valuable ornaments, were carried off to adorn the house of 
Kirk of Field in which Darnley was murdered. 

In 1594 King James himself marched north with an army, 
and the Earl fled, and by the King’s orders Strathbogie Castle 
was burnt and dismantled. The castle was at that time in its 
glory, and a place of real strength and power. Its vaults were 
well stored with provisions, and its coffers well filled with 
treasure. Its dungeon was frequently used as a prison, and its 
strong ramparts, when necessary, were manned with defenders. 
It possessed four brass cannon, which figured in the battles of 
the times, but, as a writer tells us, doing “ little skaith” except 
frightening the commons. The castle was rebuilt in 1602. 

During the troubles in Scotland, as they are ‘called, the 
second Marquis of Huntly took up arms against Parliament, 
and in behalf of King Charles. e was defeated, and fled 
the country. Munro, the leader of the Covenauting forces, 
marched north in 1640,and the Castle of Strathbogie was surren- 
dered to him. Spalding says, that, after holding it for several 
weeks, “ he sent back the haill keys to the Marchioness, with- 
out doing any offence or deed of wrong.” But tradition says, 
“ that it was by Munro’s soldiers that. the decorations above 
the entry door were defaced.’ In the Raws, “ they set all 
their ives a’fire, they toomed out what was left unspent 
within the girnels ; they carried with them some men, money, 
horse, and arms, destroyed the bestial, and left nothing behind 
them that might be carried. They left that country almost 
manless, moneyless, horseless, and armless ; but, strange climax, 
the people sware and subscribed the Covenant most obediently, 
and so Munro left them.” | 

Four years after (1644)* Montrose had taken the field in 


*** On the 23d September, 1644,” Spalding says, that ‘‘ Argyll marched 
forward from Aberdeen towards Strathbogie with an army of horse and foot ;” 
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the cause of royalty, and Archibald, the great Earl of Argyle 
- marched north to meet him, and in his ranks were his two 
nephews, Lord Gordon, and Lord Lewis Gordon of Huntly, 
and a fine scene it must have been for these two lords to have 
witnessed, from Argyle’s camp above Tullochbeg, the destruc- 
tion by Montrose of “the haill Raws of Strathbogie, corn-field 
lands, outsight, insight, horse and sheep, and all other goods 
ne plundered that they could get.” 

— So 


on after this, Lord Gordon, the second cet ba of Huntly, | 


was in Montrose’s camp, fighting for King Charles I1.; but in 
a few years after Montrose was brought to the scaffold in Edin- 
burgh, then followed Lord Gordon, and the scene closed with 
the execution of Argyle himself. 

It would appear that after the execution of the second Mar- 
quis, that the principal residence of the Gordons was transfer- 
red from Strathbogie Castle to the Bog of Gight, now Gordon 
Castle ; it then became the residence of the Victual Chamber- 
_ lain, or Baron Baillies, down to 1760. After that time the 
castle was allowed to fall into decay, and the chief seat and 
powerful stronghold of the Gordons is now a desolate ruin, and 
the last of its noble occupants slumber with his predecessors 
in the family vault of Elgin Cathedral. : 

The Raws, or Rawes of Strathbogie, is the ancient name of 
the town of Huntly, and the “old road” is ree the last 
vestige of the “ Rawes.” The Rev. John Macdonald says “ the 
Rawes extended from the old road, alongside of the road 
which ran across the Castle Park by the little bridge which still 
remains, to the bridge of Doveran. The Old Road formed 
part of the Rawes, but as the site of Huntly came to be laid 
out on a different plan, the tenementers—for the holders of the 
Rawes appear to have been only tenementers—were gradually 
transferred to the newer parts, just as the lord of the manor 
succeeded in forming the town.” 

In 1640, “when Munro lifts his camp frae Strathbogie, his 
soldiers took mickle bleached cloth, in whole webs, bleaching 
and, hearing of this, ‘‘ To Strathbogie goes Montrose, takes advantage of the 
yards and the yard dykes, and biggings thereabouts, and there lies he. Argyll, 
hearing of this march, upon the morn marches hard after him, and encamps at 
Tullochbeg on Saturday, November 2nd ; and on Sunday hot skirmishing, with 
little blood to Montrose.” Montrose had, down at the Rawes and Castle, 1,800 
horse and foot ; Argyll, up at Tullochbeg, with 2,000 foot and 14 troop of 
horse, did not venture to fight his skilful opponent entrenched behind our 
biggings and yard dykes. And Montrose, with all his dash and impetuosity, 
got no opportunity to take the other by surprise in his vantage ground at Tul- 
lochbeg.” The end of those four days is thus chronicled.” :—‘* On Wednesday, 
November 6, Montrose leaves Strathbogie, and to the hills goes he. Argyll 
seeing him fled, came down to Strathbogie, and there remains, eating up and 
destroying the haill pitifully.” 


a) 
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up and down Strathbogie ground, whereof there yearly uses 
there to be plenty, which were hung over the walls of the 
place to dry,” then we need not be surprised to be told that at 
that time there were many websters, or weavers, in the Raws 
long before M‘Veagh, an Irishman, established his works, and 
introduced improvements in the manufacture of linen. Then, 
as now, travellers needed refreshments, and Robert Rinnie, in 
the Raws, kept a hostlery to supply them with meat and drink. 
At a meeting of Presbytery, held on the 24th September, 1651, 
“ It was reported this day, that one Mr. John Cruickshank had 
preached publicly last Lord’s day in the house of Huntly, in 
the audience of the Marquis and his lady, and that the sermon 
being ended, he went into the Raws and filled himsely beastly 
full, as his manner is, so giving great scandal by his bia con- 
duct in these places of the country.” 

Spalding, in his account of the raids on Frendraught, else- 
where noticed, says, that “ some of thir gentlemen happening 
to be drinking in Zilliesoul,’* and in regard to the difteulty 
into which the Marquis of Huntly had got as to the feuds 
with the Crichtons, he says, that among the deputation who 
went to Edinburgh, in behalf of the Marquis there was “James 
Gordon, ostler in Tirriesoul.” The site of this place of public 
entertainment is said’ to have been near the West Toll-bar, 
where some old ash trees formerly stood, Some say that this 
hostlery was a place of public entertainment for all wayfarers, 
and others say that it was set apart for the domestics and 
horses of guests at the castle, when not accommodated at the 
castle itself. Be that as it may, “ it was here where Thomson, 
a spy from Frendraught, was taken and hanged on the gallows 
near Strathbogie” by the gentlemen who happened to be 


* The name is variously spelt. During the feuds with the Crichtons, Spald- 
ing says, ‘‘ thir gentleman was drinking in Tillicsoul when they seized Thom- 
son, and that James Gordon was ostler in Jirricgoul. In the Huntly Charter, 
and in the Presbytery Record the name is spelt Tilliesoul, and in one case in 
the latter Record it is spelt Torrysoyle. But ail these mean the same place, 
and there is little doubt but that it was a different hamlet from the Rawes of 
Strathbogie. Tilliesoul retaining its destinctive name only till about the mid- 
dle of the seventeenth century (1654), and the Rawes till the time of the 
junction of the parishes in 1727. As to the name, we have the authority of 
the best Gaelic scholars to say that the prefixes Tillie and Torrie are the same. 
Tillie, Tully, and Torrie, respectively means a cairn, and a knoll. There is 
Tilliecairn in Cluny—in Gaelic, T'ulach-a-chairn, which signifies ‘‘ the cairn on 
the knoll ;” Tilly-four, signifies ‘‘ the cold knoll ;” Torphin—Torrfionn, means 
‘‘the white conical knoll ;” and Torduff—Torr-dubh, means ‘‘ the dark knoll.” 
Torlum, in Inverness and Perthshires, in Gaelic Torr-lom, signifies the bare 
knoll.” Torr-na-monaidh, in South Uist, signifies ‘‘ the conical hill of the 
mountain. And Tilliesoul, or Torriesoul, in Gaelic T'ulach-suil and Torr-an-suil, 
signities ‘‘ the knoll or hill of sight or view,” a knoll from which a watch 
might be kept, and the hostlery near by, a place for entertaining the watchers. 
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drinking in Tirriesoul, and where Lord Gordon, as Spalding 
says, “ took up his lodging at the time his father flitted to the 
Bog.” It was here where “ Lewis Gordon, third son of the 
Marquis of Huntly, hastily raises his father’s ground-friends 
and followers, men, tenants, and servants, who most gladly and 
willingly came with him, marched in brave order, about one 
thousand men on horse and foot, well armed brave men, with 
captains, commanders, and leaders, trumpets, drums, and bag- 
pipes, and to Aberdeen they came to meet the Lord Aboyne, 
to fight for the King in 1639, at the call of their Chief. In 
1641, on the other side, Captain Gordon, of Tillyangus, raised 
out of the Marquis of Huntly’s bounds, into the service of the 
Covenanters, “ about a hundred silly poor pressed bodies ; but 
how soon they came to Edinburgh to get pay from the Estates 
before marching into England, they were directed home, as 
unworthy soldiers, incontinent, and got not a plack, but came 
begging home through the country from Edinburgh.” 

a es all the records I have been able to consult,” says the 
Rev. John Macdonald, “it would a pear that in ecclesiastical, 
as well as in civil matters, the parishioners of Kinnoir or Dum- 
bennan, in these old times, followed the lead of their ‘Lord 
and Master, as they style him in the Presbytery Record—the 
head of the house of Gordon. If he was for the Reformation, 
they were for it; if he was against it, they were against it. 
If he signed the Covenant on compulsion, they were ready to 
do so too; if he rose against the Covenant, they, like dutiful 
followers, did the same. Think you the inhabitants of Strath- 
bogie could have signed the covenant honestly, when they did 
so after Munro’s invasion Gf we may so call it), amid their 
wrecked homes and plundered homesteads?” Or, “think ee 
the first Marquis of Huntly signed it honestly, when he did so 
from policy in St. Nicholas Church in Aberdeen ?” 

“Qn the 10th April, 1636, James Grant, a notorious thief 
and an outlaw, came, with four others, to the ground of Strath- 
bogie, and by chance came to the hangman’s house, and craved 
some meat, but he knew not what house it was. The hang- 
man suddenly went and told James Gordon, baillie of Strath- 
bogie, who raises men on horse and foot, well armed, and sur- 
rounds the house. James Grant keeps the door, and shoots 
Adam Rhind dead, who came foremost to the door.” The 
baillie sees him fall, bides back and gangs to counsel, which 
Grant espying falls to and tirrs the house, and himself and his 
men stood within the walls thereof, and how soon the baillie 
begun to pursue the house again, they shot at them with hag- 
butts so thick, that none durst come within shot of hagbutt.” 
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But another of the baillie’s men was killed, a third severel 
wounded ; and night coming on, Grant and his brother ascaped. 
but the other three men, one of them ason of Grant’s, were 
captured, tried, and executed at Edinburgh. 

e now turn to the career and extraordinary conduct of the 
second Marquis of Huntly (as narrated by Sir Andrew Leith 
Hay), who, as a royalist to his end, supported the fortunes of 
the unfortunate house of Stuart. “The brilliant renown of 
Montrose, his numerous and decisive victories, and the gene- 
rally received opinions of his great talents, his qualities as a 
commander, and his chivalrous bearing, induced Lord Huntly 
to deceive him by false appearances of cordiality in his days 
of prosperity, and when fate ates to frown upon him, to 
desert his cause, and prevent the completion of his loyal de- 
signs, the foundation of which had been laid by his victories, 
and by his noble and generous disposition!” Historians at 
the same time say, “that Huntly was a man equally unfortu- 
nate and inconsiderate,” and pursued a line of conduct which 
at length led to his ruin, and nearly that of his family. 
“ After having been pursued by the Covenanting General 
Leslie, through the mountains of Lochaber, and subsequently 
by Middleton, through Badenoch, he was at last taken by 
Colonel Menzies, in Strathdon, in December, 1647.” The 
Marquis of Argyle possessed himself of the Huntly estates, 
ee continued in that family for about 12 years. 

“After a lengthened imprisonment,the Marquis of Huntly was 
condemned to death on the 16th March, 1649, and executed on 
the 22nd. In addition to the loss of his son at the battle of 
Alford, his second son, James, Viscount Aboyne, died unmar- 
ried in the same year his father was beheaded ; and his third 
son, Lewis, succeeded to the family honours. His brother, 
Charles, was, on the restoration of Charles 11, created Earl of 
Aboyne. Lewis, the third Marquis, died in 1653, and was 
succeeded by his son, George, who was, on the first of Novem- 
ber, 1684, created Duke of Gordon. He married a daughter 
of Henry, sixth Duke of Norfolk, and deceasing in 1716, he 
was succeeded by his son, Alexander, the second Duke, who 
married, 1706, Henrietta, a daughter of the Earl of Peter- 
borough. Their son, Cosmo George, became third Duke, and 
was the elder brother of Lord Lewis, of the ‘ Forty-five,’ the 
hero of the popular Scottish ballad— 

| ‘Oh! send Lewie Gordon hame.’* _ 
Alexander, the fourth Duke of Gordon, succeeded to the 


Ei He died in 1744; and the supposed author of the song was a Mr. Geddes, a priest in the 
1Zle. : 
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titles and estates on the death of his father, in 1752. He be- 
came Keeper of the Great Seal of Scotland, Lord-Lieutenant 
of Aberdeenshire, and Chancellor of King’s College; ‘and 
having held the Dukedom for nearly 75 years, he died in 
1827, and was succeeded by George, the fifth and last Duke 
of Gordon, who died in 1836. He was Lord-Lieutenant of 
Aberdeenshire, and Chancellor of Marischal College. In failure 
of heirs male, the title of Duke of Gordon became extinct by 
his death ; but the ancient Marquisate of Huntly was inherited 
by the Earl of Aboyne, as senior male representative, in the 
direct line of George, first Marquis of Huntly. 

Huntly Castle, and the whole estates of the family, were 
. settled by the fourth Duke upon the descendants of his eldest 
daughter, who married the Duke of Richmond, and they fell 
to her son, Charles, Duke of Richmond and Lennox, who died 
in 1848, and are now possessed by his son, the present Duke 
of Richmond.” | 
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Tue Parish Church was built in 1805, and is seated for 1,800. 
A Mission Church (now the Free Church) was built in 1840, 
seated for 945. There are also other four places of worship, 
belonging to the Seceders, Independents, Episcopalians, and 
Roman Catholics respectively. The Parish Church is very 
centrically situated in the town, and is an immensely large 
structure. It was built after the same plan as the Rev. 

idward Irving’s church in Kirkcaldy, which tell in 1828; and 
about that time the supports of the galleries in the Huntly 
church had to be strengthened, at a cost of £150. The sur- 
roundings of the church were not in a very creditable state 
‘until last year, when it was enclosed by an iron railing. Ad- 
ditions have been made to the Free Church; a new Indepen- 
dent Church has lately been built; the Episcopal Church and 
ee are recent erections, and neat buildings; the Roman 

atholic Chapel (Sancte Margarita), which was built in 1834, 
is a handsome freestone building, surmounted by a curiously 
constructed tower, in the shape of a crown. Scott’s Hospital 
stands near to the Bogie, ae in appearance it partakes more 
of an ornamental than a commodious design for a charitable 
institution. 

The churches of Dumbennan and Kinnoir were prebends of 
the Cathedral of Elgin, and are said, from a remote date, to 
have been served by one prebendary. The parishes were 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.—PARISH OF HUNTLY. 729 


united about 1640, but in some respects they were separate. 
There was only one minister, who preached the one Sabbath 
at Dumbennan, and the next at Kinnoir. Each had their own 
separate kirk-session, till the parishes were united under the 
name of Huntly, im 1727, and a Parish Church was erected 
about the middle of what is now Gordon Street. The church, 
as before stated, was built in its present situation in 1805. 
The Manse, domestic offices, glebe, and garden, are valued at 
£39 a-year ; the Glebe, of 12 acres, worth £24 a-year, does not 
appear to have a separate value put upon it. Stipend, 112 
bolls meal, 112. bolls bear, payable by the fiars’ prices, and 
£8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. 

School Board.—There are nine members upon the Board— 
John Wilson, Castle Park, is chairman; William Murdoch, 
Tullochbeg, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 53d. per &£. 
Bible and Catechism taught. There are five schools within. 
the parish. At the Public School there are 116 scholars; at 
the Free Church School there are 151; at the Kinnoir School, 
58; at the Longhill School, 23; at the Gordon Female School, 
104; and at the Infant School, 243—these two latter being 
. the Memorial Schools which were erected by the last Duchess 
of Gordon, in memory of George V. and last Duke of Gordon 
— 1839-1841. 

Parish Registers.—The kirk-session records, both of Dum- 
bennan and Kinnoir, date from 1688, and they disclose many 
interesting facts connected with them. The duties of the 
sessions consisted in attending to the poor, and to various 
questions of church discipline which came under their notice. 
Culprits, of a certain kind, had to stand in sacco, or sackcloth, 
for so many days, and pay a pecuniary fine, which went into 
the poor’s box. Several cases of witchcraft are recorded, and 
some of them arc referred to the higher tribunal—the Com- 
missary of Moray. “Isobel Trail was tried in 1631, and con- 
fesses to the Presbytery that she consulted a witch of the 
name of Walker, who “bade her take an moldewart hillock 
(molehill), and muild out of the churchyard, and put it under 
her gate twice, and that would mak her aill to sell.” The 
game of shinty, on Sunday, was a favourite recreation for the 
young men. This had to be put down, and fines were im- 
posed, not only on the guilty parties, but on their parents and 
masters, The session imposed fines under the threat of ex- 
communication, or of calling in the authority of the Baillie of 
the Regality. 

“There is one entry,” says Mr. Macdonald, “which shows 
the amount of tyranny of which these little local tribunals 
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_ may be capable, and how, when not checked by the fear of 
ublic opinion, they may be led to magnify their office too 
ar” :— | : ae 

“A child, the daughter of the bellman of Kmnoir, had rung 
the church bell during divine service. The poor little child 
had wandered into the churchyard during the time of service, 
and having seen her father pull the rope, she, child-like, thought 
_ she might try ber hand at it too. Well, the dreadful thing was 
done, and the child is brought before the solemn conclave after 
service, and sentenced to be summarily whipped before wit- 
nesses, on Monday. The sentence is july recorded.” 

In the Kinnoir record: of date 1st April, 1716. “ Last session 
convened by Mr. Lewis Gordon, in the church of Kinnoir. 
And here the entries have a curious historical significance. 
The standard of rebellion against the House of Hanover was 
raised by the Earl of Mar, at Mar Castle, on the 26th August 
of the preceding year. The Marquis of Huntly, and Gordon of 
Avochie, were present at the Glenlivat hunt when the rebellion 
was finally decided upon. These two great men were at the 
drawn battle of Sheriffmuir on the 12th November, 1715. In 
January, 1716, Mar and his followers resolved to retreat, and 
on the 8th of February, Argyll had reached Aberdeen.” 

In November of 1716, Mr. John Scroggie was ordained 
minister of the united parishes of Kinnoir and Dumbennan ; 
and at this time, say the minutes, “there was no precentor nor 
session-clerk, nor elders, nor any utensils of this parish church, 
nor any account of former minutes.” 

In due time, however, this state of matters was remedied, as 
the following extracts will show :— 

1720.—* The session understanding that James Stitchell and 
Janet Pirie had gone to live in the parish of Ruthven, and that 
Janet Pirie had apostised to popery since they went there, ap- 
pointed James Gordon to prosecute’them before the Regality 
Court of Huntly, in their name.” 

1722.—* Isobel Mitchell was delated for laying out cloth to 
dry on Sabbath day.” : 


1728.—*“ Compeared George Alexander, smith,in Huntly,and _ 
being interrogated if he shoed the laird of Brodie’s horse on. ~ 


a Sabbath day, acknowledged the same with grief, and that he 
~ was forced to it. He was rebuked for the same, and cautioned 
to be more circumspect in future.” 

1728.—“ Immediately, as the congregation -was dismissing, 
James Petrie, Nottar Public, with one Peter Thomson, a mes- 
senger, rushed in with boots and spurs, and swords, and — 
_required the kirk-session of Huntly that William Sharp, at 
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Inchcorsie, in the parish of Rothiemay, might be proclaimed 
with Isobel Mortimer, in Auchmull, in the parish of Huntly. 
The moderator refused, and that most justly—the said parties 
being neither present nor formerly (formally) contracted. 
Whereupon the said Petrie desired Thomson to take instru- 
ments in his hand against the said session, which he did, and 
then the said parties, in a most disorderly and uncouth man- 
ner, with ones, twies, thries, after the manner of a Birley Court, 
made the fashion of proclaiming the aforesaid parties.” 

Bequests—The endowment of Scott’s Hospital has been 
previously noticed. 

The sum of £48 13s, 33d., being the amount of church col= 
lections during the year ended 14th May, 1871, was expended 
on other purposes than the relief of the poor. 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE are few remains of antiquity in this parish. On the 
top of St. Mungo’s Hill in Kinnoir, there is a large cavity, 
around which, it 1s said, “there have been found fragments of 
lava and pumice stone.” 

Two rough boulder stones now stand behind the Duke of 
Richmond’s statue in the Square of Huntly, said to be the last 
remaining of the “stannin stanes o’ Strathbogie.” On one of 
these stones there 1s a faint tracing of something in the shape 
of a horse shoe. It is generally believed that these stones are 
the remains of a Druidical circle, which stood where the Square 
now is; and men alive in the early part of the present century, 
have been heard to say, that they recollected several other 
stones of a similar description, which have been removed. 

Near the Cummer’s Stone on Upper Robieston, there are the 
remains of a circle supposed to be Druidical; and near to 
Causewayend of Kinnoir, there is atumulus, supposed to have 
been raised about the time of the battle of Shiach. 

The outlines of the ancient Castle of Strathbogie, which 
dates from the Comyn’s, Earl of Atholl, are very imperfect, and 
not sufficient to point out anything like the extent of the 
building in its habitable state. On the south front of Huntly 
Castle, which was built, or rebuilt, in 1602, by George, first 
Marquis of Huntly, there is a curious inscription, running in 
deuce lines at the base, and above the oriel windows, to the 
following effect :—* George Gordon, first Marquis of Huntly,” 
and on the lower scroll, “Henrietta Stuart, Marquesse of 
Huntly.” Although these letters have been exposed for more 


732 ETYMOLOGY. 


than two hundred and fifty years, they appear very distinct, 
except the obliteration caused by the crumbling of the walls, 
and only left extant the letters H U in the last word of each 
inscription. A noble tower, with its bartizan, flanks the 
building, and forms the south-west angle of the Castle. The 
dilapidation of the interior has been the work of man more 
than the effect of time; and portions of this once splendid 
_ palace, as it has been called, have been removed and appro- 
priated to more ignoble purposes. The great hall, a handsome 
apartment, about 43 feet long, by 30 broad, has been also dila- 
pidated, and the carved chimney piece removed ; the ceiling is 
gone, but there are marks denoting the height to have been 
about 16 feet. The great spiral staircase, which ascended from 
the principal entrance, and communicated with the hall and . 
other apartments of the Castle, has been removed, and broken 
se beeps of the steps alone remain to show its ancient form 
and structure. Over the great hall 1s another room, the same 
width as it, and about 37 feet long. In this apartment there 
is an elaborately carved chimney-piece, with arms and figures 
on it, said to be extremely well executed, when the date is con- 
sidered. “The lower part of the building is vaulted, and it is 
impossible to look upon what probably were the dungeons, 
without adverting to the misery undergone by many an inmate © 
of these dark and loathsome abodes, from whence, after perhaps 
long confinement and cau epee the feudal enemy, or the dis- 
obedient vassal, was brought to suffer torture or death at the 
nod of the Chief, who regarded no law but that of his unfettered 
will; and in those days, as Lord paramount in the North set 
his Sovereign at defiance, when he considered himself aggrieved, 
or his authority interfered with.” 


PARISH OF INSCH. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 
Tue name Insch, or Inch, is derived from the Gaelic Innis, 
which signifies “ an island,” which may have arisen from the 
‘situation of the village or town being situated on a low flat 
piece of ground at the junction of two rivulets. Inch also 


as 
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pi sal singly in Wigtonshire, where it gives name to a parish. 
nnis, for “ an island,” also appears in the counties of Perth. 
Argyle, and Inverness, and inch zarth on the Dee in Banchory- 
Devenick, is from Innis-goirt, which means “ the island of the 
field or enclosure.” But although Inch, or Innis, as now 
explained, generally applies to an island, it also signifies a 
“ meadow,” and thereby low lying pasture, which would more 
eer correspond with the site of the village of Insch, and 
that the name had originally been confined to this small spot, 
and afterwards extended to the whole parish. 


Boundaries. 
The parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of 
Drumblade and Forgue ; on the east byCulsalmond and Oyne ; 


on the south by Premnay, Leslie, and part of Kennethmont ; 
and on the west by part of Kennethmont and Gartly. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish, measuring in a direct line 
from south to north, is 6 miles; and the greatest breadth, 
also in a direct line from east to west, is 3} miles. The whole 
area is cornputed to be 8,3714 acres. 

Topography. 

The higher range of the Foudland Hills run parallel to and 
along the north boundary of the parish, and the western ridge 
runs from the west Foudlands, and terminates in the hill of 
Dunnideer on thesouth. The lower rounded hills of Knocken- 
baird and Nether Boddam traverse the central parts of the 
parish from east to west, while most of the lower grounds pre- 
sent a slightly undulating surface, rising by gentle slopes into 
the knolls and higher hills. 

The church of Insch stands 406 feet above sea level; the 
ruin on the top of Dunnideer 1s 876 feet ; the old Toll House 
at Wraes is 850 fect ; and the highest point on the Foudland 
Hills is 1,528 feet. The hill of Dunnideer is conical in form, 
with a flattened top, crowned with a ragged wall between 50 
and 60 feet high, and with steep acclivities, all round, rising 
from the plain below; it is seen at a great distance when view- 
ed from the east and west. Hector Boethius, or Boece, calls it 
Dun-d-ore, 7. ¢, “the fort on the golden hill,” or “ golden 
mountain in Garioch,” and says “ that the teeth of the sheep 
that pastured upon it were of the colour of gold.”* In the 


* It is needless to say that the pasture on Dunnideer has no such quality as 
that ascribed to it, therefore the assertion of Boece needs the support of better 
testimony. 
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_ Celtic language, Dunnideer is called Dun-a- torr, which signifies 
“the fort on the round hill.” The Daugh of Moreal lies to the 
south of Dunnideer, but is separated from it by a deep narrow 
glen through which the Shevach Water flows; and although 
this part of Rath-Moreal, or “the majestic fort,” belongs to Insch, 
there is reason to believe that the Daugh had originally be- 
longed to Christ’s Kirk, which now forms part of the adjoining 
parish of Kennethmont. 

To the west of Dunnideer is the site of the ancient Castle, 
or Meikle Ward-House, and to the north of it is the Little 
Ward-House, and further north, and where the valley of the 
Shevach opens up to the west, there is the Wurd-Head, all 
being vestiges of the ancient defences of Dunnideer.* The 
Foudland Hills (originally written Fondland), before mentioned, 
overlook the whole parish, and command a fine prospect of 
the Garioch district and of the lower parts of Aberdeenshire. 
The name is from the Gaelic, Fonn-da-choille, which signifies 
“the land of the two woods,” or, “the hill of the woods.” 
Among other more prominent topographical features in the 
lower parts of the parish, is that of the green rounded hill of 
Knockenbaird, in Gaelic Cnoc-an-bhaird, or “the bard’s knoll,” 
and Drumrossie, which signifies “the point of the ridge,” 
which stands to the east of the village of Insch. North of the 
village is a piece of rising ground called the Gallow Hill, and 
along the Gallow-road there is the Bass, a piece of flat ground 
of about five acres in extent, which belongs to the kirk-ses- 
sion; and nearer to the village is the Moat-ach well, 1.¢.,“ the 
well of the field of the Moat,” altogether giving strength to the 
tradition and probability that Insch, “ though only a burgh of 
barony, had had at one time the power of pot and gallows.” 


Geology and Soils. 


The chief geological features of the northern division of this 
ee are the greywacke and clay-slate strata of the Foudland 
dills ; the clay-slate appearing in a state of extreme division 
by the scales of mica having gradually become so slender, or 
attenuated, as to give it a sameness of Gad to the mica, and 
a high glistening appearance. The strata or beds of the slate 
rock are found running in a north-east and south-west direc- 
tion, and where it forms the hilly ridge of the mountain, the 
dip appears to be south-east at a high angle. In regard to the 
quality of the rock, it may be stated that it is generally that 
crystalline slate of a blue lead colour, which is chiefly formed 


* In a periodical paper called the Bee, published in Edinburgh about 1790, 
there was given a very particular and accurate description of the Castle and 
hill of Dunnideer, accompanied with a copper-plate engraving. 
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of minute scales of lustrious mica, and very readily splits into 
thin plates. .The accidental minerals which it contains are 
found to be thin quartz veins and iron pyrites in imbedded 
cubes. Such being the general features of the Foudland slate, 
as far as the structure and quality of the rock is concerned ; 
in addition, however, we have to state that the strata are 
crossed throughout its whole extent by a series of almost 
la arranged rents, which cross the direction of the slate 
eds at right angles, and these are found to disarrange the 
veins, so that the sections on the opposite sides of the fault do 
not hold the same position as before the fracture. These shifts, 
or faults, contain, for the most part, fragments of slate, mixed 
with decomposed granite and pieces of trap rock. Next to the 
Foudland slate, ou the south we have veins of crystalline lime- 
stone on the face of the hill above Largie, and here the beds 
indicate a direction from north to south, running towards 
Premnay, where limestone appears,-and, most probably, the 
same vein; but as this rock presents itself under so many dif- 
ferent aspects, we are unable to fix upon any intermediate place 
where it has been found between these two points. Trap and 
greenstone rocks of igneous origin occupy the valleys, and 
chiefly compose the lower hills between the Foudland slate and 
the Benachie granite, and extend from Dunnideer and Ken- 
nethmont on the west, to Culsalmond and Rayne on the east. 
Rocks of this class present many varieties and modifications of 
texture, but here they are so intimately related to granite, and 
from the contained quantity of hornblende it may be properly 
called syenite, which, next to granite, is the most conspicuous 
of the unstratified rocks of this part of the County. It is 
locally termed black and grey granite. Ironstone, with a 
brown earthy aspect, 1s found chiefly in the lower grounds on 
the north of Knockenbaird, in outlying boulders and depressed 
masses, alternating with beds and layers of ferrugimous sand. 
Bog iron-ore, or oxide of iron in solution, 1s found in consider- 
able quantities around the west and south base of Dunnideer. 
Extensive deposits of peat at one time existed on the western 
parts of Foudland, where it was chiefly found on the lower 
tracts of the hills. It is dark in colour, of a dense texture, 
and in it there has been found the remains of large oak trees. 
Soils—The soil on the southern and northern slopes of the 
Foudlands is that of yellowish loam, mixed with partially de- 
composed slate. On the lower barony lands of Insch it is 
goo black loam on clay ; while on the upper barony and the 
ardhouses it is of a lighter description on gravel and boulder 
rock. In the valley of Insch, and on the slopes of Dunnideer 
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_ and Knockenbaird, the soil generally consists of rich yellow 

loam of a very fertile description. The hill of Dunnideer is 

well known for the richness of its pasture, and the Foudland 

Hills for their sterility. | ; 
Hydrography. 

The Glen Water, or the Ury, bounds the parish on the 
north for about two miles, in the upper part of the glens of 
- Foudland. The water of Shevach bounds and partly inter- 
sects it, for about 64 miles, on the south and west; and the 
burn of Knockenbaird divides it from Culsalmond on the east. 
Besides these, the parish of Insch is well watered by small 
streams and numerous perennial springs of pure water, and 
several chalybeates, but none are known to possess any medi- 
cinal qualities. 

Arboriculture. | 

There are no plantations of any extent, and the aspect of 
the whole parish is bare. Around the mansion house of Drum- 
rossie there are some belts of pine trees and clumps of orna- 
mental shrubs, with some old hardwood trees by the village of 
Insch. On Dunnideer and Carniestone there are some belts 
and clumps of stunted larch and Scots fir trees, scarcely worthy 
of notice; and on Knockenbaird and Scotston there are some 
beech hedgerows, which show that neither the climate nor the 
soil is adverse to the growth of wood of that description. 


Farms and Farming. 


The following abstract will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 
No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
e x g ‘0 3 J 


£100 £50 2 £10 E 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 





20 25 24 40 4] 
And 11 occupants of houses and land, under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation or rent of land in the parish, year 1872-73, ‘ . £7,658 6 4 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and | 

Woodlands, . ‘ ; : : ; : : : 87 0 0 
Do, Slate Quarries, . : ; ‘ ‘ ; , 6418 6 
Do. Mills, Gaswork, Police Lock-up, &c., : : 11) 1S 5 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . 758 5 0 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, ‘ : 208 0 0 
Total value,  . : : : . £8,878 8 3 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— 
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_ Charles Stephen Leslie, Esq. of the Barony Lands. 
Theodore Gordon, Esq. of Dunnideer. 
William Leslie, Esq. of Drumrossie. 
Carlos Pedro Gordon, Esq. of Wardhouse. 
Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith Hay, of Insch and Nether Boddam. 
The Trustees of the late Duncan Davidson of Overboddam, &c. 
The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 37 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rent‘or value is under £100. 


Farming.—A great proportion of the land is of the best 
quality, and is generally worked under the sixth-shift course 
of cropping. The general-duration of leases run for 19 years. 
Generally the larger farms are enclosed, but most of the 
fences are of an unsubstantial kind, owing to a scarcity of 
stone material suitable for dykes; and hedges have not been 
planted to any extent, for enclosing. Most of the farm build- 
ings on the larger farms are slated, and of a superior descrip- 
tion, and generally they have thrashing machines attached, 
which are propelled by water power. On Nether Boddam, the 
thrashing machinery is propelled by steam power, and on a 
few of the higher lying farms, where water is not available, 
horse power is employed. The houses on the smaller class of 
holdings on the braes and glens of Foudland, are of an inferior 
description, and have Puntovied roofs, though bordering on the 
slate quarries. 

Cattle Stock.—These consist of the usual crosses between the 
Aberdeen or Angus polled breeds, and the shorthorned, which 
has rendered Aberdeenshire so famous for producing fat stock 
of superior size and quality. Very few sheep are ‘kept. 


Mansion Houses. 


The House of Drumrossie received additions and alterations 
some years ago, and is now a desirable villa residence. The 
Manse, which stands about half-a-mile west of the village, was 
built in 1771, but in 1825 it was enlarged and repaired, and is 
now a commodious residence, with about 12 acres of excellent 
glebe land attached. , The Church stands in the east end of the 
village, and the date upon the belfry is 1613, and is the sup- 
posed date of building the church. The building has under- 
gone various repairs at different times. It was new roofed in 
1789, and re-seated in 1793, and latterly it was gutted and re- 
fitted in a most comfortable style, and seated for about 500. 
The belfry has ornamental floral carvings, with the initials 
M. I. L. (Mr. John Logie), and date 1613. The following in- 
scription and date appears on the bell:—SOLI. DEO. GLORIA. 
ALBERTYS. GELY. FECIT. ABD., 1706. In the Drumrossie 
seat there are three oak carved panels, the centre panel bearing a 
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shield, charged with a fess between three boar’s heads, and ‘an 
esquire’s helmet, surmounted by a demi-soldier holding an 
odd-fashioned musket, forms the crest, and over it are the 
words VEL. PAX. VEL. BELLVM. The shield is flanked by 
the initials G. G., and under is the date 1678. Thesame arms 
are upon a slab at Drumrossie house, and are said to refer to 
_ the Gordons of that period, a branch of the Gordons of Les- 
more in Rhynie. 

VILLAGE OF INscH is a burgh of barony of ancient date, 
and is somewhat irregularly built, chiefly along one street or 
road, which is crossed by another near its west end, leading 
from the north, through the village, to the railway station. 


Population of the Village of Insch. 

1841. 1851. 1861. 1871. 
215. 316. 411, 530. 
There are several shopkeepers, who deal in grocery and haber- 
dashery goods, and in ironmongery and stoneware, with bakers, 
butchers, shoemakers, tailors, and other tradesmen. Most of 
the shops and dwelling-houses are lighted with gas, which is 
uD by a joint-stock company. There is also a hall for 
public meetings, also belonging to a joint-stock company, and 
a savings bank of long standing, and, besides, there are agencies 
for the Aberdeen Town and County, and North of Scotland 


Banks, 
Roads. 


The chief roads connected with the southern division of the 
arish are the Insch and Kennethmont road, which leads to 
Huntly through Gartly, and the West Foudland road, which 
leads through Insch and joins the Aberdeen and Huntly road 
in the top of the glens of Foudland. The north division and 
the Foudland slate quarries are accommodated by the old post 
road from Aberdeen to Huntly, and the central parts of the 
parish are intersected by several cross roads, some of which 
are rather steep and hilly. 
The Insch station of the Great North of Scotland Railway, 
is in the parish of Premnay, within half a mile of the village 
of Insch ; and it is 274 miles from Aberdeen. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


__ There are two Inns in the village, and several shops licensed 
for retailing spirits, porter, and ales, but not to be consumed 


on the premises. 
Markets and Fairs. 


Markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep are held 
on the 4th Monday of each month in the year, and Hiring 
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Fairs are held on the Friday before the 18th of May, and -on 
the Friday before the 18th of November, 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF INSCH, DURING THE _ 
| YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . : : . £303 3 7% 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 3413 8% 














——— £337 17 4 
| Expenditure, 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £253 4 5} 
Relief of Casual Poor, : : ‘ ‘ : 4 1 6 
Medical Relief, . ; , ; ‘ , ; 1311 1 
Management, . . : ; ‘ ; ‘ 44 6 2 
On Buildings, not authorised, . : ‘ ; 3 210 
Balance in hand, . ‘ ‘ ‘ 19 ll 34 
£337 17 4 


ee eee 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141rH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


Relieved during tho year. ve . Casual Poor. 
Populati res receive relief. Fatuous 
In or 
Regis- _| Other 
a Males. | Females. | Total. ova tered |Depend-| Gana) |D opened: Insane. 
. Poor. : Poor. - 
1,565 | 8 34 | 42 47 | 14 / ll 9 1 1 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 83 and 34, and there are three clected 
members on the Board. 


EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . , ‘ , £2 4 1 


Expenditure, . ; ‘ ‘ , . + £2 4 1 





Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In Jhon Hardyng’s map of Scotland, constructed about the 
year 1465, appears “the castells of Strathbolgay, of Rithymay, 
of Dony Dowre ;” and he indicates the castle of Dunnideer as 
being one of those places where King Arthur held his Round 
Table, so famous in old romance :-— 


‘¢ He held his household and the Rounde Table 
Sometyme at Edinbugh, sometime at Striveline, 
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At Dunbar, Dunfrise, and St. John’s Toune, 

All of worthy knights mo than a legion, 

At Donnydoure also in Murith region. 

And in many other places both citie and towne.” 

Tradition says that Dundore Castle was built by Gregory 
the Great, King of Scotland, and that he died there in the 
year 1393 ;* but it may well be doubted whether he built the 
‘more ancient vitrified structure or fort, and the surrounding 
trenches which appear. Lower down the hill is distinctly 
marked a line of circumvallation, similar to that, on a more 
extensive scale, upon the mountain of Noth, in Strathbogie. 

The whole has been, for many centuries, an uninhabited 
ruin, and nothing can be said as to the age of the fortifica- 
tions, and nothing but, vague tradition leads to the conclusion 
when the tower, which is comparatively modern, was built, or 
by whom it was occupied.+ “ Dire fact may be noted,” says Mr. 
Andrew Jervise, “that Gregory’s walls, on Dunnideer, are of 
similar construction to the remains upon the Lady Hill at 
Elgin, and to those of the old castle at Duftus.” The only re- 
maining wal! of the tower or castle of Dunnideer is from 50 to 
60 feet in height, and about 7 feet thick. In this wall there are 
two openings or ruined windows, the one above the other; 
but as the wall is composed of the strongest masonry, it is 
likely for ages to withstand, as it has done, the gales that have 
for centuries assailed its elevated and rartectly unsheltered 
position. 

In ancient times Dundore was the property of a family 
named Tyrie, who resided at the Mill of Dunnideer, and here 
there was a Roman Catholic Chapel, dedicated to St. John. 
One of the family, James Tyrie, a Jesuit, who died in 1597, 
aged 54, wrote, under the name of George Thomson, De An- 
tiquitate Ecclesie Scotia. John Knox wrote an answer to 
this work, to which Tyrie replied in a pamphlet (1573), which 
is reckoned rare and valuable. The Tyries held the property 
up to the year 1724, Another account says, they were “gryte 
Jacobites.” 

Dunnideer subsequently came into the possession of the 
Leiths of Overhall; and latterly the property, by purchase, 
came into the possession of the Gordons of Wardhouse and 
Kildrummy. 

* According to the Pictish Chronicle, King Grig, or Gregory, died at Dun-d- 
urn, in Strathern. 

+ ‘*Some of the walls are yet standing, the cement being very strong, and 
laid on with much art. There is a tradition that this castle was supplied with 
water from Foudland Hill (three miles distant), by leaden pipes, which being at 


last cut, the castle was obliged to surrender for want of water. But when this 
happened is not known.” — View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. 
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The remains of the ancient castle of the Meikle “ Ward- 
house” appears to have continued to be a ae of strength 
long after the castle of Dunnideer had ceased to be habitable. 
In Gordon’s History of the Gordons, it is mentioned, that in 
April, 1647, Young Leith of Harthill garrisoned the “ house 
off Wardes” for the King; “but on being besieged, he was 
forced to surrender it to the Parliamentary Generals Middleton 
and David Lesley ; the Scots in the house were set at liberty ; 
there were 16 Irish taken in it, all of them, with the captain 
who commanded them, were hanged.” The “ Young Harthill” 
himself, was beheaded at the cross at Edinburgh, on the 20th 
ay, of October, 1647. 

Nothing now remains of the “ Meikle Wardhouse,” but its 
position is distinctly marked by the fosse which had sur- 
rounded it. 

Early records exist as to the lands of Drumrossie and “the 
Mannor of Gordon of Rothnay,” a branch of the Gordons of 
Lesmoir. It appears that in 1257 a gift of the teinds of these 
lands was made to the vicar of Inchemabayn (Insch), by the 
Abbot of Lindores, and ratified by Pope Alexander IV. In 
1396, Thomas, Earl of Mar, gave a charter of the lands of Drum- 
rossie to Andrew Barclay, lord of Garentully; and, as before 
stated, they were possessed by the Gordons of Rothnay, after- 
wards by the Abercrombies, and now by Leslie of Wartle, late 
M. P. for Aberdeenshire. 


III. —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Parish Church stands in the village of Insch, which is 
close on the southern boundary of the parish. Stipend, 15 
chalders, half meal, half barley, payable by the fiars’ prices, 
with £8 6s. 8d. for communion elements, and an allowance of 
£9 3s. 6d. annually for peats. The Manse and domestic offices 
are valued at £20, and the Glebe and garden at £15. The 
parochial schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £12. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— | 
The Rev. Wm. Emslie, F. C., is chairman ; Alex. Roger, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 64d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are two schools in the parish, under the super- 
vision of the Board, and 259 scholars. Population of the 
parish in 1871, 1,596. 

_ Parochial Registers——The registers of baptisms and mar- 
rlages, including kirk-session records, extend as far back as to 
the year 1688; but until recently, they are not altogether 
complete. 


% 
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Bequests—The amount of church collections for the year 
ended 14th May, 1871, was £21 0s. 8d., of which 5s. was ex- 
pended by the kirk-session for the relief of the poor. | 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Upon a round-headed stone at the east end of the kirk, there 
is the following inscription :—“Hic jacet cum familia Rev. 
ALEX. MEARNS, in hoc templo fideliter ministravit annos 
mirum, 60, in hoc sepulchro cum multis lachrimis depositis 
est anno 1789.” 

Mr. MEARNS was a, native of the parish, and was ordained 
minister of Insch, 19th November, 1729, and died 4th October, 
1789, in the 89th year of his age. It is said, that but for the 
prompt conduct of one Rodger, a merchant in ‘nsch, the life 
of Mr. Mearns was in jeopardy, from a Tyrie attempting to stab 
him with a dirk one Sunday, about the — 15, while engaged 
in divine service ! 

On a marble slab near the east wall of the burying-ground, ° 
there is the following inscription :-—*“ Sacred to the memory of 
the Rev. GrorceE Dawn, A. M., minister of Insch, who departed 
this life 21st May, 1821, in the 70th year of his age, and 31st 
of his ministry.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


AT one period there were several Druidical circles in the parish, 
but most of them have disappeared. There is a rude obelisk, 
about 74 feet high above ground, called the “ Picardy Stone,” 
with some emblematical carvings upon the south face of it, 


and. another called the “ Earl Mar’s Stone ;” but tradition hath _ 


preserved no account of them. 

Some years ago a coffin slab was disinterred at the north 
side of the church. It is 6 feet long, by about 20 inches 
broad. It is built into the outer wall of the vestry, and bears 
the following words lengthwise :—RaNnDOLPHUS SACERDOS, and 
by.a Latin reading, by Mr. Andrew Jervise, the following 
Inscription :— 


tT Orata pro anima raddti sacrdstis, 


It is su posed to have been placed over the grave of Rudulph, 
a chaplain to the Bishop of Aberdeen, 1172-99, and if this 
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conjecture be correct, it must be one of the oldest lettered 
stones in Scotland. 

There is a tombstone in the churchyard bearing the name 
of Henry Clerk, and the date 1600, with some hieroglyphic 
markings upon it. On another stone, with the date 1669, the 
following parts of an inscription are traceable :—“A 
SonETo . . . M.M.B” On two flat stones, belonging to 
a family of the name of Jopp, burgesses in Aberdeen,* there 
are the following inscriptions :—“ Here lyes James Jopp, feuar 
in Insch, who depr. this life August the 2—, 1672, and of his 
age 50 years,’ &c. “Here lyes Andrew Jopp, sometime mer- 
chant in Insch, who depr. this life Feby. 26, 17—2, aged 67, 
and his children,” &c. &e. 


PARISH OF INVERURIE. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


INVERURIE was, in former times, written Inneraury, Enneraw- 
rie, and Hennerawrie,t+ and latterly Inverury. The prefix 
“ Inver” is found singly in several instances in Aberdeenshire, 
it simply means “a confluence,’ and in its combination with 
other terms, such as Ure, or Oir, which is the Gaelic for Ury, 
and signifies “the river of the margin.” The Jnbhir, or Inver, 
makes it to be Inbhir-ure, or “ the confluence of the river of 
the margin,” which is very descriptive of the Ury in its lower 
course, being along the margin of the valley, before it falls into 
the Don, below an artificial mound called the Bass, or Bas, 
which, in Gaelic, signifies “ death,” whence we learn that the 
Bass must have been a place for the execution of criminals in_ 
ancient times. Sir James Balfour, Lord-Lyon-King-at-Arms, 
1660, says, “ Ye river Ury springs from the hills of Faudlane, 
near Gartlie Castle, hard by Strathbogie, and falls in ye river 

* One of the Jopps was Provost of Aberdeen when Dr. Samuel Johnson was 
presented with the freedom of that city—a compliment (says Boswell) ‘‘ Pro- 
vost Jopp did with a very good grace.” 


+ Arthur Johnstone, in his Poems, Middelb., 1642, p. 441, calls it Inneruria. 
The name has also been written Inverhury, Inrurie, and Ururine. 
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Done, a little below ye church of Inverury, near the old fort 
or mount called ye Basse. Ye inhabitants here have this 
foulishe ald ryme always in their mouthe ” :-— 
; | ‘‘ When Dee and Don runs both in one, 
And Tweed shall rw:f in Tay, 
| The little river of Inverury 
Shall bear ye Basse away.”—M.S. Advocates’ Library, 

Edinburgh. 
_ Boundaries. : 

The parish is bounded on the west and north by the parish 
of Chapel of Garioch, on the east by the parish of Keith-hall, 
and on the south and south-east by the river Don and the 
parishes of Kintore and Kemnay. 


Extent. 


Its greatest breadth, in a direct linc from south to north, 1s 
three miles, and its greatest length, also in a d'rect line from 
east to west is 44 miles. The whole area is computed to be 
4.9954 acres, 

Topography. 

The broad flat valley of the Ury extends from the Don along 
the northern boundary of the parish by Howford and Con- 
vlass to the burn of Balquhain, which bounds it with Chapel 
of Garicch on the west. The narrower valley along the Don 
runs from the confluence cf the Ury by Ardtannies Mill and 
Manar, to the burn of Ervie, which bounds the parish also with 
Chapel of Garioch on south-west. The lowermost point in the 
parish is at the confluence of the Ury with the Don, and it is 
170 feet above sea level, the roadway on the old bridge over 
the Don is 201 feet nine inches, and the bridge on the Fetter- 
near road at Burn-ervie is 230 feet. The church of Inverurie 
is 195 feet, and the town-house is 190 feet above sea level. 
The bridge over the Ury at Howford is 199 feet, the old toll 
house at Drimmies is. 235 feet, and the highest point on the 
Ury, at the influx of the burn of Balquhain, is about 204 feet. 
From the bridge of Howford the ground rises towards the west 
in gradual slopes (where, and at the burgh boundary on the Gar- 
-dens-mill road it 1s 245 feet), to the top of the hill of Knocking- 
lews, which is 781 feet above sea level, and the highest land in 
the parish. From the Don, on the south, the ground rises very 
abruptly from the river, in steep ascents to the hills of Ardtan- 
nies and Manar, and westward by the ridge of Aquhorthies. 
The hill of Ardtannies, which overlooks the valley of both 
rivers and the town of Inverurie, is 524 feet above sea level. 

The Coning, or Cunying Hillock, stands to the west of the 
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main street in the east end of the burgh roods. It is a small 
artificial mound of earth, covered by some stunted Scots firs, 
and said to be the burial place of Aodh, or Eth, a Pictish 
“ king, who reigned for a short time, and died at Inverwrin in 
881.” Ardtanniesis of Gaelic derivation, being from Ard-teine, 
which signifies “ the height of the fire.” It may also be of 
heathen origin, and refer to a place where fires had been 
specially lighted. Knockinglews, in Gaelic Cnoc-cinn-ghlas, 
which signifies “ the knoll, or head of the grey point ;” and 
Conglass 1s from Caovn-ghlas, which signifies “ the end of the 
grey point.” The ruins of the chapel of St. Apolonarius, the 
patron saint of the parish, are upon the farm of Polinar, on 
the lands of Manar, formerly Badifurrow. | 


Geology and Soils. 


The more elevated parts of the parish being on the west- 
south-west direction, and as the hilly masses are grouped to- 
gether, and crossed by no stream of any magnitude, there are 
no intersecting glens (except the bounding valleys) to enable 
the geologist to trace the bounds or distribution of the rocky 
strata between the granite rock which appears in the valley of 
the Don on the south, and the trap rocks which appear on the 
hill of Drimmies, and the lower grounds bordering with Chapel 
of Garioch on the west. The granitic tract of Kemnay, which 
stretches eastwards through Kintore, occupies a large area 
along the valley of the Don, and appears running eastwards, 
traversing the base and hills of Roquharrold and Ardtannies, 
in the direction of Port Elphinstone, where the greatest dis- 
play of the syenite 1s to be detected in connection with the 
underlying rocks in the south-eastern division of Inverurie. 
On the west division, outlying boulders and masses of common 
greenstone, a compound of felspar of hornblende, is every- 
where largely distributed. In the greenstone veins of quartz, 
calcareous spar and red humatite are found along with other 
minerals, and where the crystals are small it passes into clink- 
stone and claystone of a dark colour, with a splintry fracture, 
and sometimes a laminated structure. 

Deposits—Owing to the rapidity of the Don higher up and 
along this parish, we find some shingle beaches deposited on 
the lower grounds between the influx of the Ury and the Mill 
of Ardtannies, The most extensive being at an abrupt bend of 
the river below the bridge, which, at this point, 1m ancient 
times, was Called the coble haugh and the “ stanners ;” these, 
however, exhibit nothing remarkable but their water-worn ap- 
pearance. The most extensive deposit of alluvial matter is 
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that which lies along the water of Ury, a very winding stream, 
in the greater part of its course along the boundary of this 
parish. For nearly four miles it has a sluggish flow along one 
side of the richest and finest flats of cultivated land in the 
Garioch. From Conglass, to its confluence with the Don, the 
Ury runs southwards in a slow oozing serpentine course, and 
frequently the channel of the stream is gorged up at every 
turn, so that the water in times of flood overflows the adjacent 
ground, giving the lower parts of the valley an appearance of 
a series of lakes. The deepest, or thickest parts of the diluvial 
beds along the banks of the stream, consist of rich black mould, 
several feet in depth, resting chiefly on blue clay, that on the 
higher ground, bordering on the west, rests on gravel and 
finely comminuted sand, and higher up on the burgh mur, 
- towards the Davah, Brandsbutt, and Blackhall, there is a thin 
deposit of yellowish clay loam, rough gravel, and boulder rock. 
oils,—The soil in this parish is various. On the higher 
arts it is a light gravelly soil, and on the lower slopes of the 
ills there is shallow soil on a hardened mixture of clay and 
gravel, with black earth mixed with small stones derived from 
the underlying rocks ; and on some of the lower lying grouud 
on the west the soil is of a mossy nature. The soil on the 
eastern and south divisions of the parish is by far the richest. 
The fine valley of Inverurie consists of a rich yellow fertile 
loam, which is often found from two to four feet in depth, and 
it extends over an area of between 800 and 900 acres. 
Hydrography. 

The Don, the second river in the County, is a large stream, 
and divides Inverurie parish from those of Kemnay and Kin- 
tore, for about 3$ miles on the south. In the upper part of 
its course, between the wooded banks of Manar and Roquhar- 
rold, the channel of the river is narrow and rocky, but lower 
down the valley opens up with the haughs of Ardtannies and 
Port Elphinstone ; and at the bridge of Inverurie, water was 
abstracted for feeding the old Aberdeenshire Canal, which was 
laid dry py ee formation and opening of the Great North of 
Scotland Railway in 1854, The water of Ury bounds the 

arish on the north and east, with Chapel of Garioch and 

eith-hall for about four miles. The water of Burn-ervie 
bounds the parish with Chapel of Garioch on the south-west 
for a distance of about two miles from the Don up to Braco ; 
and the small burn of Balquhain, a tributary of the Ury, 
bounds the parish for a short distance with Chapel of Garioch 
on the north-west. Besides these bounding rivers and streams, 
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the intersecting streams are few in number, and of a very un- 
important character, and not more, if at all times sufficient to 
supply the agricultural wants of the district. In some places 
there are excellent perennial springs, a few of them are chaly- 
beate, but none of them are strongly impregnated. The water 
obtained from the draw or pump-wells in Inverury, from its 
quality and sewage infiltration, is hardly fit for domestic pur- 
oses. | 
i Water is abstracted from the Don for propelling the corn 
mills of Ardtannies, and by other intakes at the old Canal 
feeder, for the mills and manufactories at Port Elphinstone. 
Fishings—The Don and the Ury are deservedly held in 
high repute for angling, both for salmon and various kinds of 
trout, and both rivers abound with eel and pike. 


Arboriculture. 


The chief plantations he along the valley of Don, on the 
hills of Ardtannies and Manar,and on the ridges of Auqhorthies, 
Auldtown, and at the mansion of Braco. On the Davah lands 
bordering the burgh of Inverurie on the west, and on the 
burgh muir, there are some belts and clumps of Scots firs and 
larch, and old hard-wood trees at the farm houses of Blackhall. 
The steep banks of the Don, by the old bridge, are planted 
with forest trees, and along the Ury, by the railway station, 
there are some clumps of thriving young plantations, otherwise 
the valley of the Ury, and the western hill slopes of the pa- 
rish are bare. The plantations and woods of Manar cover a 
considcrable extent of land in the south-west corner of the 
parish, and exhibit a fine variety of forest trees, consisting of 
oak, ash, elm, birch, and other hardwood trees along the steep 
rugged banks of the river, while the ornamental wood around 
the mansion house embrace a fine variety of Scots fir, larch, 
and hardwood trees, with some fine spruce firs, which greatly 
add to the beauty of some of the finest sylvan scenery in this 
part of the country. . 


Mansion Houses. 


Manar House is the only territorial residence in the parish. 
It stands on the southern slope of a finely wooded hill on the 
left bank of the Don (about three miles above Inverurie), 
surrounded by extensive plantations of fine full-grown trees. 
The house is not modern, but it is an elegant, substantial, 
commodious building, and the situation commands fine views 
of the valley of the Don and the distant mountains to the 
west. The Manse of Inverurie stands on the western boundary 
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of the burgh, and was built about 20 years ago. It is a 
very commodious building, with an excellent glebe attached. 
The Church formerly stood within the churchyard, near the 
Ury and the Bass. In 1775 another was built on the west side 
of the High Street, and in 1840 the present large Gothic build- 
ing was erected in its place, and it 1s seated for 1,350. 


Farms and Farming. 


The following abstract will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in the parish, exclusive of land in the occupation of 
proprietors, and excluding that which falls within the burgh; 
Viz. :-— 

No. atand above No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £50 £20 £1 5 
of yearly rent. and under £100, and under £50, and under £20. and under £10, 


9 9 8 7 6 
And six occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of Land in the Landward part of the 
Parish, year 1872-73, 


: ; ‘ : ; ‘ £2,967 10 11 
Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and | 


O. 

Woodlands, ; ; ‘ : ‘ ; : ; 653 17 8 
Do. Fishings in Don, . ‘ ‘ ; ; ; ; 15 0 0 
Do. Small Properties without Parliamentary Burgh, . 76 11 6 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, : ‘ 364 0 0 

Total value in the Landward part of the Parish, . . £4,077 0 1 

oe a) 


Land owners in the Landward ede of the parish whose rents 
amount to, and exceed £100 sterling, a-year, are— 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Kintore. 

Sir Archibald Grant, Bart., Lands of Braco. 

James Gordon, Esq. of Manar. 

Charles Stephen Leslie, Esq., Balquhain. 

The Trustees of the late Alexander Sharp Shand, of Drimmies. 
The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 18 proprietors of houses and lands whose rents or value is under £100. 


Farming.—Leases, generally, are granted for 19 years, and 
the rotation of cropping varies from the fifth to the sixth-shift 
course, according to the situation of the land and quality of 
the soil. | 

The farm buildings have been greatly improved within the 
past 25 years ; some of those on the larger farms are of a su- 
perior description, and built on commodious plans, with every 
convenience for the rearing and feeding of cattle. Most of 
the arable land is saclaeed and subdivided by stone dykes ; 
but many of the fences are old, and not of a substantial kind, 
the materials at hand not being very suitable for the purpose. 
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Catile Stock—The hardy polled breed of cattle are still well 
represented in this district, although they have to a consider- 
able extent made way for shorthorns, as at least three-fourths 
of the cattle in the district are of the latter breed. The oldest 
breed and stock of shorthorns is to be found at Augqhorthies, 
and Conglass has long had a superior stock of polled cattle. 

Bure or INVERURIE—The oldest charter of the burgh, 
supposed to have been granted as early as the days of King 
William the Lion, or by Kang Robert the Bruce, has been lost, 
but there is a Charter of Confirmation by Queen Mary, dated 
22nd June, 1558,* and another by King James VL., dated 29th 
July, 1587. In September, 1663, on the petition of John, Earl 
of Mar, Inverauary was appointed to be the head burgh of his 
lordship’s regality of the Garioch, “where all courts of justice, 
and all executions belonging to the regality of the Garioch, as 
hornings, inhibitions, &c., shall sit and be used. 


Boundaries. 


By the Reform Act of 1832, the boundary of the burgh is 
described as follows :—“ From the bridge over the river Ury 
at Mill of Keith-hall, in a straight line through the 15th mile- 
stone on the Aberdeen road, to a point 400 yards beyond the 
same ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the road 
to Howford leaves the Huntly road ; thence in a straight line 
to the upper ford at Howford on the river Ury; thence down 
the river Ury to the bridge first described.” 

The Royalty is bounded as follows :—The lands of Blackhall 
and Conglass on the north; the Ury Water on the east; the 
river Don on the south; and the Davah lands on the west. 
The burgh has adopted the General Police Act of 1862, and 
the Police boundaries are the same as the Royalty. 


Acres. 


Extent of the Royalty and Parliamentary Burgh within the Parish 
961-408 


of Inverurie, 





Do. of Parliamentary Burgh within the Parisn of Kintore, : 83°415 
Do. of Royal and Municipal within the Parish of Keith-hall, . 7210 
Total acres, : ‘ ; , ; - 1,051°033 


* INVERURIE.—Notorial Copy Charter; Queen Mary, 22nd June, 1558 :— 
** Creamus, damus, et concedimus, inhabitantibus et heredibus suis ;”? and in the 
Election Clause—‘‘ Concedimus, quod indicto burgo erint liberi burgensis, qui ct 
heredis sin, perpetuis futuris temporibus, potestatum habebrent prepositum, balivos, 
consiles, et alios ofiiciarios, pro regimino ejusdem necessarios, infra dict, burgum 
annuatim elgendi.” 
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VALUATION OF THE BURGH OF INVERURIE, 1872-73. 


- Parishes, Lands and Heritages. Railways. Total. 





Inverurie, - £6,207 0 0 £611 0 O | £6,818 0 0 
Kintore, - . 894 0 0 00 0 894 0 0 
Total value, £7,101 0 0 £611 0 0 | £7,712 0 0 


POPULATION OF THE BURGH, 1821 TO 1871 INCLUSIVE. 


Parishes. 1821, 1831. 1841, 1861. 1861. 1871. 
Inverurie, - —- 735 | 994 | 1,620 | 2,084 | 2,032 | 2,524 
Kintore, - - : mn 180 | 285 | 382 

Total,- —- 735 994 | 1,620 | 2,264 | 2,517 | 2,856 


Parliamentary Constituency. 
Voters on Roll, 1832-33. | Voters on Roll, 1868-69. | Voters on Roll, 1872-73. 


64 271 409 


The Parliamentary burgh is about two miles in length along 
the Aberdeen and Huntly road, which forms the main street 
through Port Elphinstone, the old burgh of Inverurie, and the 
burgh muir. There are some short streets branching off by 
the Keith-hall road, the roads to the railway station, and to 
Oldmeldrum, the Forgue road by Howford on the north, and 
Blackhall on the west. All these streets or roads are broad 
and generally well kept. A main sewer has been laid at a 
great, depth throughout the entire length of the principal 
street of the Royalty, and is intended for the sewerage of the 

lace. The outfall of this sewer is into an open cesspool on the 
nae of the Don, a little below the bridge, and the lower half 
of it, through the most densely populated part of the town, is 
laid upon an extremely flat gradient for conveying sewage. 

The town is governed by a Provost, three Baillies,a Treasurer, 
Dean of Guild, three Councillors, and a Town Clerk, who pro- 
secute with zeal “ whatever they conceive for the interests of the 
burgh.” The ordinary revenue amounts to £408 per annum, 
and consists of feu duties, rent of lands and houses, market 
customs, rent of town hall, and dividends on railway and gas 
companys’ shares. | 


“ 
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Assessments, 


_ For cleansing, lighting, and watching, 6d. per £; and for 
sewerage, 6d. per £. Lands valuation, 5-16ths of a penny per 
£; Registration of Voters, 5-16ths of a penny per £; Prisons’ 
Assessment, 8-16ths of a penny per £; Aberdeen CourtHouses’ 
Assessment, 1-5th of a penny per £, and Peterhead do., 1-40th 
of a penny per £ on owners. Registration of Births, jd. per 
£; and for Parochial Buildings, $d. per £. 


Roads, 


The Aberdeen and Huntly road intersects the parish from 
the Don on the south, to Drimmies on the north; the Manar 
and Monymusk road runs along the left bank of the Don from 
Inverurie to Burn-ervie. The Blackhall and Braco road accom- 
modates the central and south-west division of the parish ; 
while the Inverurie and Forgue, the Oldmeldrum, and the 
Keith-hall roads afford convenient approaches to and from the 
town on north and east. 

Bridges. 

The bridge over the Don at the Coble-haugh was built in 
1791, it consists of three arches, the centre one being 63 feet 
span, and the two sided ones 55 feet each, and cost £2,000. 

he bridge over the Ury, at Mill of Keith-hall was built in 
1809 ; the bridge at Souterford, on the Oldmeldrum road, was 
built some years later, and the bridge at Howford, on the 
Forgue road, was built in 1839. These roads and bridges are 
all under the charge of the Garioch District Road Trustees. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway runs parallel to and 
east of the main street, and the station, which is 16} miles 
from Aberdeen, is considered to be in a centrical and conve- 
nient position for the trade of the place. 


Commercial, &e. 


Besides the National Security Savings’ Bank of Inverury, 
which was established in 1837, there are branches of the Aber- 
deen Town and County Bank, the North of Scotland Bank, and 
of the Union Bank of Scotland. The Town Hall, a very neat 
modern bnilding, stands in an open space in the centre of the 
town, where the winter cattle markets are held. It has a neat 
spire or clock tower, and the clock is lighted up with gas, 
The building contains a large hall for holding public meetings, 
Sheriff Courts, besides other rooms for Town Council meetings, 
or such like. The town is well supplied with gas by a joint 
stock company, but ill supplied wich water for domestic pur- 
poses. 7 
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signature of a charter, which is preserved in the Advocate’s 
Library, Edinburgh, it is probable that the Bass may have 
been the castle, and the smaller mound beside it the seat of 
justice. Ye 

In a charter, of date 1202-1206, by David, Earl of Hunting- 
‘don, brother of King William the Lion, he conveys to the 
Abbey of Lindores—ecclesiam de Fintritti Cake) cum om- 
- nibus aliis pertinenciis suis, et ecclesiam de Durnach (Durno), 
et ecclesiam de Prame (Premnay), et ecclesiam de Radmuriel 
(Rathmuriel, Christ’s Kirk), et ecclesiam de Culsamuel Culsal- 
mond), et ecclesiam de Inchemabanim (Insch), et ecclesiam de 
Kelalemund (Kennethmont), cum capellis earundem ecclesi- 
arum, et terris, et decimis, et omnibus aliis pertinenciis suis, 
&c.* These churches came into the hands of Earl David, as 
eal of the Lordship of the Garioch, which were conferred on 

im by his brother; and probably at that time Inverury was 
the head burgh of the Garioch, though its original charter ap- 

ears to have been lost, for it 1s, by a novodamus, created anew 

y Queen Mary, June 22nd, 1558. On the 17th September, 
1663, and on the petition of John, Earl of Mar, it was appointed 
to be the head Court of his Lordship’s regality of the Garioch. 
“The Parliament appoints the burgh of Inneraury to be the 
place where all courts of justice, and all executions Cees 
to the regalitie of Garioch, as hornings, inhibitions, &c., shal 
sit and be used.”+ 

“The town of Inverurie has ane lang street, lying from 
north-west to south-east, allong the water of Urie. In this 
toun of Inverurie is a early air, called St. Pollinar’s Fair. 
The toun has no _ ublicle buildings, save a church and a tol- 
booth.”{ It was dedicated to Saint Appolinaris, disciple of 
St. Peter, and the now ruinous chapel of St. Appolinaris stands 
on the lands of Manar (formerly called Baditurrow), with the 
_burying-ground around it. 

Not Jong after the battle of Louden Hill, King Robert Bruce 
(1308) “crossed the Munth to Inverurie,” and, along with his 
brother, Schir Edward, took up their quarters, but deeming 
the plain indefensible, they removed, with their few followers, 
to Sliach, in Drumblade. 

We are indebted for what we know of the King’s doings at 
Inverurie, in this campaign, to Barbour, Archdeacon of Aber- 
deen, and parson of Rayne, who says :— 

* See Denmylnes Collection of Charters, M.S. Advocates’ Library. 

+ Acts of Parliament of Scot., vol. vii, App. 97. ‘‘Mr. William Ferguson 
of Badifurrow, ancestor of Ferguson of Pitfour, was the representative of the 


burgh in 1668.” 
+ Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections, M.S. 


OL 
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** At Inverurie 
There took him ane sickness, 
That put him to fell hard distress ; 
He forebore baith meat and drink ; 
His men nae medicine could get 
That ever might the King avail.” 

After a short stay at the Slenauch and Strathbogie Castle, 
till— 

‘* The King begouth to cower and gae, 
And syne their ways tak can they, 
Till Inverowry straught again, 
Where they would lie intil the plain 
The winter season, For vittale 
Intil the plain micht not them faill.’”. 


Bruce’s camp was on the hill of Crichie, in the neighbouring 
parish of Kintore, and his cave in the face of a precipitous 
rock, on the south side, where the river makes an elbow into 
the face of the hill, and between the camp and the Yhoud- 
haugh of Ardtannies, where his forces lay. 

Comyn forces were at Old Meldrum, and he, probably 
ignorant of where the King lay, resolved to harry the country 
of the Garioch, sent— | 


‘‘ The lord of Brechin, Schir Davie, 
Is won (gone) towards Inverowry, 
To look gif in ony way 
Micht do skaith till his enemie 
Coming till the end of Inrurie. 
He cam riddand sae suddeuly, 
That of the King’s men he slew ane part, 
And others some did them withdraw, 
And fied their way toward the King, 
That with most of his gadering 
On Yhoud-haugh was then lyand.” 


This insolent attack of his nephew, Schir Davie, fired the 
King. He called for his horse. Those about him said, that he 
was not “cowered eneuch” yet to fight. He answered— 


‘‘That their boast had made heil and fer (strong) ; ” 


and hastily marshalling his forces, he rode after the enemy, 
and coming up with the forces of Comyn at Barra, he gained a 
decisive victory, and inflicted such a punishment upon them, 
as produced a submission of all the north. 

nverurie was the scene of an encounter between the aps 
troops and the Pretender’s, on the 23rd December, 1745. In 
November, Lord Lewis Gordon, the leader of the Prince’s 
troops, took possession of the city of Aberdeen, and imposed a 
tribute of £1,000 upon the inhabitants. Lord Loudon hearing 
of this, despatched the laird of Macleod, with about 700 men, 
for the purpose of relieving the tovgag and preventing the 
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exaction of such a ney impost. J.ord Lewis Gordon, on hear- 
‘Ing of the arrival of the Macleods in Inverury, marched his 
own regiment, with 300 Farquharsons, commanded by Monal- 
_ trie (in all about 1,200 men), to attaek them. The rebel army 
marched through Fintray, and reached the Ury about sunset. 
They crossed the river at Mill of Keith-hall, and in making 
the passage they lost some men. They surprised Macleod’s 
- men, who were stationed at Ardtannies, in the neighbourhood 
of the town, and greatly inferior in numbers, Macleod hastily 
formed his troops in order of battle, and an action took place 
under moonlight, which only lasted 20 minutes ; for wher the 
Gordons and the Farquharsons advanced to close combat, the 
Macleods gave way, and escaped as they best could. This is 
the only pitched battle on record that ever took place in In- 
verurie. Of the King’s troops, seven were killed, 15 mortally 
wounded, and 41 taken prisoners. Among these were Mait- 
land of Pitfichie, Principal Chalmers of King’s College, and a 
few other low country gentlemen who were with the army. Of 
the rebels, 20 were killed in the action, besides those drowned 
in the river, and a considerable number wounded. 


TII.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Church is situated in the main street, and is suitable for 
the parish and burgh. Stipend in 1837—meal, 53 bolls, 
£36 12s. 7d.; bear, 5 bolls, £5 10s.; malt, 16s. 9d.; money, 
£214 12s. 1d—#£257 11s. 6d. The Manse and domestic offices 
are worth about £25 a-year, and the Glebe and garden about 
£20. 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
The Rev. John Davidson, E. C., chairman; Joseph Hopkins, 
treasurer. School Rate, 93d. per £ Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are two schools in the parish under the super- 
vision of the Board. At the Public School there are 190 
scholars ; and at the West High Street School there are 160. 
Population of the parish, 1871, 2,970. 

arish Registers.—The session records date from 1716, and 
they are said to have been kept with sufficient regularity up 
to the present time. 

Bequests.—The church collections for the year ended 14th 
_ May,.1871, amounted to £55 14s., of which £10 was expended 
by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. =~ 

Parochial Registers.—The session records of the parish date 
from 1716, and make up several volumes. For many years 


s 
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after the Reformation, Inverurie appears to have been left . 
without any pastor. The first provision made for its spiritual 
wants was in November, 1570, when Andro Spens was ap- 

ointed Reader of Monkegye, with a yearly stipend of £20. 

he reader was the lowest of the three orders of ecclesiastics 
in the early stages of the Scotch Church. His office was simply 
to read the Scriptures to the people; the expounder was 
allowed to lecture, or explain what he read; while to the 
clergyman alone was entrusted the administration of the Sac- 
raments. “James Mill, Minister of Inverury, was one of those 
who held the forbidden General Assembly at Aberdeen in 
1606.”—(Spot. Ch. Hist., p. 480).* 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


ON the farm of Aquhorthies there is a very complete Druidical 
circle, “ but nothing very remarkable about it.” On the lands 
of Manar, the ruinous chapel of St. Appolinaris, the patron 
saint of the parish, stood. The farm is, hence, by corruption, 
called Polander. One of the two annual fairs formerly held in 
the parish, was called Polander Fair; the other, on the 8th 
September, was called Latter Lady Day, from being held on 
the anniversary of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin.” 

Next we have the important residence of Ardtannies, the 
oldest inhabited spot in the royal burgh. “ However anti- 
quarian interest may be divided between localities,” says the 
writer of the Notes about Inverurie and the Earldom of the 
Garioch, “ likely as both the Stanners and Ardtannies are, be- 
cause of their position, to have been places of pristine habita- 
tion. The attraction of manifest association with human 
enterprise, at the earliest of periods which we are accustomed 
to realise, makes Ardtannies a place of unequalled importance 
to the local historian, especially when it ikowise appears in 
the earliest traces of actual history a spot marked by pre- 
dominant interest.” 

“The Ard-tonies,” the knowe or promontory of the imps or 
“little deevils,” those embodied spirits which fill up many 
effective corners of the mythological tableaux vivants of ancient 
Scotland, must have had assigned to them, in early times, the 
deep-set angular haugh, and its often misty surrounding river, 
for their shadowy moonlight revels. It also had, undoubtedly, 
active and well-clothed. spirits frequenting its rich fishing 


- Statistical Account of Inverury, 1842, p. 683. 
t Statistical Account of Inverury, 1842, p. 682. 
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oy and its grassy terraces, for peaceful or warlike resi- 
ence, ages before means existed of recording their names. 

« Ardtannies, in historical times the chief manor of the Earl- 
dom of the Garioch, had been a place of important habitation 
in the unknown times which are spoken of as the Stone 
Period. A hundred yards, or little more, west of the spot 
marked on the ‘Ordnance Map’ as the site of the Hall, a 
- knoll never cultivated before, was turned a little before 1870, 
and appeared then to have been the site of a manufactory of 
flint arrow heads. A mass of chips lay about, and fire had 
evidently been used in the process. space of 20 feet or 
thereby in breadth, was full of burnt stones, The black spot 
continues apparent whenever the ground is under the plough. 
A deep draw-well at the Hall, which was closed during the 
same ee was found to be a great pit, whose sides 
presented the same burnt material. On the banks of the Don, 
right beneath the black spot, 100 yards down, u sharp stone 
axe, of laminated appearance, was found in January, 1874. 
About 1000 feet north from the Hall, and on a platform of 
the hill-side, above the flinty spot, there were about the 
same time cleared out three circular structures, the places of 
which are marked in the Ordnance Map. The largest had 
measured 60 feet within the circumference, which was a 
mound of stones about three feet in height when it was 
cleared out. A fine limestone axe was found inside. Across 
the interior, a little from the centre, was found a straight 
trench, about 18 inches deep, full of ashes. A circular en- 
Closure, like the other in appearance, remains in the wood 
eastward, near which a third circle was found. One of them 
is marked in the Ordnance Map. In front of these last-named 
circles, in and outside the wood, a strong rampart, 14 feet high, 
stretched in a curve southward, commanding the face of the 
Corseman Hill, down to the Don. Outside of that rampart, 
some long barrows, on being dug up, were found full of fatty 
mould, over which luxuriant crops grew afterwards. Near the 
circle just mentioned there were small cairns, formed of stones 
never larger than six inches, which covered earth of the same 
character. In January, 1874, a bit of drain having to be dug 
immediately by that spot, was found to intersect a mass of 
dark matter, about nine feet broad, in which were fragments 
of bone, from one inch to two inches long, one showing the 
edge of a joint. Close by the 60 feet circle a careful artistic, 
structure appre in a small circle marked eastward of the 
large one. It was in form of a saucer, nine feet wide, and 
about one in depth, the circumference being of triangular 
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_ stones dovetailed together, and so firm that the ordinary tramp 

ick was not sufficient to unsettle the fixture. They were 
bedded in finely wrought tough clay, and the bottom of the 
saucer was of small pebbles closely packed in the same, making 
a water-tight basin. Near by these, stood, upon four ole 
a great stone 10 feet in length by five in breadth, and four 
deep—shaped like a fishing coble, with a broad end and nar- 
rower point. The pillars kept it quite clear of the ground, so 
that it became a good hiding-place for rabbits. The erection 
stood on a prepared hase. It was a flat space, neatly cause- 
wayed with peb les, oval in form, about the same length as the 
table, but wider. The flat space on the shoulder of the brae 
above Ardtannies, on which the artificial works were found, is 
at a lower level considerably than the point of the Corseman 
Hill, about 400 yards eastward, on which the curved rampart 
and the laigish barrows were. In the wood behind, which 
crosses the hill, there are numerous round or long mounds, 
suggestive of a similar character.” 


PARISH OF KEIG. 





PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


Any origin that can be assigned to the name is merely conjec- 
tural. It has neither towns nor villages, neither has it any 
very remarkable natural curiosities. On the north-east there 
is the mountain of Benachie, derived from Bein-a-ché, which 
means “the mountain of Ché,” a pagan deity held in great 
veneration by the Caledonian Gael, and the hiil of the Barme- 
kin, or Barniken, on the north-west. Barr-na-cinn means 
the point of the headland ; and over the face of the country, 
between these two points, there are the remains of several 
Druidical circles. One of these stands on the Cothiemuir- 
hill, within the grounds of Castle Forbes; another stands to 
the north-west of Old Keig. The top of the Barniken is 
crowned with the ruins of a circular enclosure of loose stones, 
about 80 yards in diameter, with a loose heap of stones in the 
centre; and on the borders of Leslie parish, on the north, 
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of small streams or burns flowing from the northern division 
of the parish, and falling into the Don, which are used for agri- 
cultural machinery, saw-mills, &c.; while on the south there 
gre some small streams ; but generally the parish is well sup- 
plied with water. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The chief plantations along the left valley of the Don com- 
_ prehend the ornamental plantations of Castle Forbes, and ex- 
tend high up the south-western slopes of Benachie ; the higher 
lying Psntations being entirely composed of Scots fir and 
larch ; the lower outlying woods having a mixture of Scots fir, 
larch, spruce, birch, beech, and ash trees; while in the orna- 
mental clumps and belts around the mansion, and along the 
river, there is a fine variety of oak, lime, silver firs, ash, beech, 
birch, and poplars, which present a thriving appearance, and 
have attained such a size as indicate that the are suited to 
the soil and climate. The outlying belts on the west of Castle 
Forbes, and the large Scots fir and larch plantations on the 
hill of Balgowan, are well disposed of for shelter. Fully 50 
hea ago part of the slopes on Benachie were sown with 
arch seed, which in the earlier stages of growth, although only 
bushes, came to afford valuable shelter to the younger planted 
trees on the lower ground. South of the Don, the old woods 
extendéd from the river along the western face of the Menawa 
Po and covered fully 1,000 acres of low and hill ground, 
“On the lower ground, the Scots fir and larch trees which had 
come to maturity have been cut down, but a good deal of the 
~—-6wer parts of the ground has been replanted (chiefly by holing, 
or pitting), with a greater variety of forest trees, | 
otany.—The common botanical productions of this parish 
are similar to that of the adjoining parishes in the Vale of 
Alford ; but the following plants, aici may be called natives 
here, are rare in the district, viz. :— 
Epilobium anguistifolium—Rose-bay Willow-herb. riophorum vaginatum— 
Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass. 
Fumaria lutea — Yellow Fumitory. Genista Anglica— Needle Green-weed, 
Petty Whin. 
Geum rivdle—Water Avens. Gymnadenia conopsea—Fragrant Gymnadenia. 
Habenaria bifolia — Butterfly Habenaria. Hieracium maculatum— Spotted 
Hawk-weed. 
sla? scheationes ama e Mets Rush, Juncus triglumis—Three-flowered 
Us. 
Lysimachia nemorum— Wood Loose-strife, Yellow Pimpernel. Melampyrum 


pratense—Y ellow Cow-wheat. 
eee Cerulea—Purple Melic Grass. Myrica Gale—Sweet Gale, Dutch 


, yrtle. ‘ 
Peplis Portula—Water Purslane. Pxunus spinosa—Sloe-trec, Blackthorn. 
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Pyrola rotundifolia — Round-leaved Winter-green. Rubus suberectua — Red - 
fruited Bramble. | 

Rubus Chamemorus—Mountain Bramble, Clond-berry. Sanicula Huropea— 
Wood Sanicle. 

Sparganium simplec—Unbranched Burr-reed. Teucrium scorodonia—Wood- 
sage, Wood Germander. | 


| Farms and Farming. 
The following abstract will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 
No, atand above No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £50 20 10 5 


£ £ £ 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
10 12 14 18 21 


And 4 occupants of houses and land, under £5 of yearly rent. 








Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Keig, year 1872-73, . £3,295 13 8 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 

Woodlands, . : ; ? : , ‘ ; , 456 5 4 

Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . ‘ ‘ 15 0 O 

Do. Saw-mills, Wooden Houses, &c., F : , 21 0 0 

Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, 64 7 6 

Do. ‘Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . 180 10 0 

Do. Alford Valley Railway, : : ; , 149 0 O 

Total value, : ; ; : . £4,161 16 6 

"eae 

Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— ° 


The Right Honourable Horace Courtenay, Lord Forbes. 

Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith Hay, C.B. 

The Trustees of the late Robert Charles Grant, of Balgowan. 
* The Alford Valley Railway Company. 


And seven proprietors of houses and lands whose rents or value is under £100 
a-year. 

Farming.—Leases are now invariably granted for 19 years, 
and the rotation of cropping that of the fifth and sixth-shift 
courses, the former being the most prevalent. The chief cereal 
crop is oats, with a little bear or bigg. 

Cattle stock are generally of the Aberdeenshire horned or 
polled breed, crossed with shorthorned bulls. On Harthill 
and Auchnagathle there are good pure stocks of both polled 
and shorthorns, and as the rearing of cattle forms the most 
essential branch of husbandry in this district, these crosses 
have been found to be the most profitable. 

Farm Buildings.—Neat and commodious farm buildings are 
enerally to be met with on the larger farms, and most of them 
erlve the benefit of enclosures either of stone, stone with 

earth backing, earthen sunk, and paling. 

Reclamation of Waste Land and Draining.—Large tracts 
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of waste land have been reclaimed and drained in almost every 
corner of the parish, chiefly at the personal expense of the 
tenants, and corn has been “ made to grow where corn ne'er 
grew before.” The draining of the older cultivated land has 
taken place, to a very considerable extent, within the past 25 
years, and has had most beneficial effects where the opération 
was efficiently carried out. 


Mansion Houses. 


Castle Forbes is the only mansion house within the parish. 
It stands on the north bank of the Don, a few hundred yards 
retired from the river, and fully 100 feet above sea level. It 
is a large, handsome, and commodious edifice, in the old baro- 
nial castellated style of architecture, built of granite, from 
designs by the late Archibald Simpson, Esq. The accom- 
modations combine both comfort and elegance worthy of 
the well-known skill of the architect. The nladiestions to the 
east and north of Castle Forbes cover a great variety of sur- 
face, lying between the Don and the higher tops of Benachie, 
and, along with about 400 acres of home farm and lawn, com- 
prehends an area of 800 acres of rich and varied scenery rarely 
to be seen. | 

The Manse of Keig is situated to the west of the grounds of 
Castle Forbes in a fine situation. It was built in 1834, and is 
a very commodious building, with upwards of 12 acres of 
glebe land attached. The Church was built in 1835, and is 
seated for about 500. _ *, 


Roads. 


The chief cross road leads from the Alford turnpike road 
at Whitehouse, northward by the bridge of Keig, and across 
the Brindy-hill to Premnay and Insch. The Donside road 
leads along the north side of the river from the Brindy-hill 


road, at Castle Forbes, to the bridge of Alford on the west, . 


with a continuation of the same road eastward through the 
Castle Forbes woods and the Glentons, towards Inverurie, 
‘The higher parts of the Brindy-hill road are steep, and the 
Glentons road is little used but for local traffic. 


Bridges. 


The bridge of Keig was built in 1817, and cost £2,300, one 
half of which was raised by subscription, and the other half 
was advanced by Government, on condition of being relieved 
from the annual lxohequer allowance of £57 17s. 3d., payable 
under the Small Stipend Act to the minister of Keig and 
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Tough, then united, but since that time they have been dis- 
united by the Court of Teinds. This bridge is built of granite, 
and consists of a single arch, 101 feet span. 

The Whitehouse Station on the Alford Valley Railway, is on 
the southern boundary of the parish, and it is 13 miles from 
Kintore, and 264 miles from Aberdeen. The church of Keig, 
is about three miles from the Whitehouse Railway Station. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KEIG, DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, 


: : ; ; £172 9 114 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 213 5 








Total receipts, . . . «. «. « £175 3 44 
. Hapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on.the Roll, or Registered, . . £120 0 0 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; : : ‘ : 415 0 
Medical Relief, . ‘ ‘ : : : ; 515 4 
Management, . : : ; : : : 13 8 5 
Balance in hand, . : : ; 31 4 7% 
: £175 3 44 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. | 


Died or ceased to 


receive relief. Casual Poor. 


Relieved during the year. 




















nopiistion eae eo Fatuous 
n ‘ or 
Regis- Other 
1861. | Males. | Females. | Total. es rig tered ode Casual hel dea Insane. 
Poor. J Poor 








sll | 7 9 |16]/ 7 | 2 5 0 0 1 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants. There are two elected 
members on the Board. 


Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Tuts parish hath for its tutelar saint, Diaconianus, whose feast 
is on the 28rd of September. Carta Willelmi Sanct Andree 
Episcopi de ecclesia de Kege, 1202-1214. The grant was con- 
firmed by Gilbert, Bishop of Aberdeen, from the year 1228 to 
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the year 1239, and by Pope Innocent IV., in the year 1245.* 

__ The parish originally was made up of Church lands be- 
longing to the priory of rant harp “et canonicis et Muni- 
musc¢, duas acras terre, nostre de Kege.” In the reign of Wil- 
liam the Lion, the Culdees of Monymusk were disinherited of 
their lands, which were bestowed on the Canons Regular of 
St. Andrews ; and the Bishop of St. Andrews was called to Par- 
’ jiament as Lord Keig and Monymusk. The ae of 
St. Andrews was supreme judge, and the original baillie of the 
regality was Lord Forbes. Putachie (Cinglassy, et Putachin), 
Finzeauch (Phinzeach), and Tulloch being the old mannors. 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tae Church is centrically and conveniently situated. The 
Manse and domestic offices are valued at £25 a-year, and the 
Glebe and garden at £15. Stipend (1853), £158 15s. 6d. The 
parochial schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £10 ; 
the female school teacher’s house at £3; and the Free Church 
Manse and garden at £12 10s. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
The Right Honourable Lord Forbes, Castle Forbes, Chairman ; 
James Rait, Oakbank, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 54d. 

er £. Bible and Catechism taught. There are two schools 
in the parish, male and female, and 120 scholars. Population, 
1871, 886. 

Parochial Registers—The old registers were accidentally 
burned, excepting a part commencing in 1740, and ending in 
1743, which were preserved and copied into the present books. 
The first regular entry is dated May 20, 17538; the registers of 
baptisms and marriages appear to have been regularly kept, 
but no record has been kept of deaths until recently. 


Church Collections.—These amounted to £6 19s. 10d. for the - 


rear ending 14th May, 1871, of which sum 10s. 5$d. was paid 
y the kirk-session for the relief of the poor. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


THE chief objects of antiquity in the parish are the Druidical 
Circles on the Cothiemuir Hill, and on the farm of Old Keig. 
The one on the Cothiemuir Hill, within the grounds of Castle 
Forbes, formed a circle of 25 yards in diameter, and seems to 


* Cameraius De Scotorum Fortitudine, pp. 177, 178. 
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have originally consisted of 11 upright stones. The altar 
stone, which is upwards of five feet in diameter and 13} feet 
long. Of the upright stones there is one at each end of the 
altar stone (which is on the west side), and three others remain 
standing, two are lying upon the ground, and the other four 
are broken. In the middle of the circle is a quantity of loose 
stones and a slab of four or five feet square, covering a small 

it open on the south side. The circle at Old Keig is more 
imperfect. It 1s about 66 feet in diameter, and in the circum- 
ference of the circle there are only two upright stones standing 
nine feet above ground, with an immense large stone lying 
between them, about 16 feet long, six feet high, and five feet 
broad at one end, flat on the top, and is placed on the south 
side of the circle. Near to the top of ibe ridge of the hill 
bordering with Leslie, there are the remains of an encampment, 
said to be Druidical; but we have no satisfactory tradition 
concerning it. Several flint arrow and spear heads have been 
found, chiefly between this encampment and the top of 
Benachie. 
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PARISH OF KEITH-HALL AND KINKELL. 


PRESBYTERY OF CHAPEL OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
THE ancient name of Keith-hall was Montkeggie. Kinkell 
retains the old name, which is derived from the Gaelic, Ceann- 
coille, and signifies “the head of the wood.’* Montkeggie 
became Keith-hall after the greater part of the parish was 
possessed by Keith, the Earl Marischal of Scotland. “In 
1754, the Lords Commissioners for the plantation of kirks dis- 
joined about one-third of the parish of Kinkell lying west of 
the Don, and annexed it to Kintore. The other two-thirds 
they annexed to Keith-hall, and appointed that these parishes, 
in all time coming, should be called the united parishes of 
Keith-hall and Kinkell.” 

Boundaries. 


The parishes are bounded on the north by the parish of 
Bourtie ; on the east by the parishes of Udny, New Machar, 


*It may also be Ceann-cill, which signifies ‘‘the head church,” a cell, or ‘‘a 
burial ground.” 
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and Fintray; on the south by part of Fintray; and on the 
west by the Don, the Ury, and the Lochter burn, and the 
parishes of Kintore, Inverurie, and Chapel of Garioch. 


Extent. 


In a direct line, from Kintore on the south, to Lethenty on 

_ the north, the distance is about five miles; and from Straloch 

on the east, to Inverurie on the west, the distance is also, in a 

direct line, 42 miles. The whole area is computed to be 7,693 

acres, 137 decs. | 
Topography. 

The general appearance of the parish is undulating and 
hilly; the most prominent hills appearing along the valley of the 
Don and the te , are the hills of Balbythan and Upper Kin- 
kell, with the hills of Craigforthie (471 feet), Heatherwick, and 
Kinmuck, behind. The northern ridge rises from the Lochter 
burn on the west, by Boynds and Lofthillock, to the hill of 
Selbie, a southern spur of the Lawal-hill in Bourtie, which is 
616 feet above sea level, and the highest land in the parish. On 
the north-eastern division there is the hill of Kendal; and on 
the eastern boundary with Fintray, there is the rounded hill of 
Tillykeira (415 feet).* The Ladies’ Pool, in the Don, on the 
boundary of the burgh of Kintore, is 153 feet above sea level ; 
the public road, in the hamlet of Kinmuck, is 370 feet; and 
the water of Ury, at the influx of the Lochter burn, is 180 feet 
above sea level. Kinmuck, in Gaelic Ceann-muce, signifies 
“the boar’s head ;” Kendal, Ceann-daile, signifies “the head 
of the field,” where there are the ruins of a castle; and Bal- 
bythan, Baile-beithan, signifies “the town beside the boggy 
stream,” 


Geology and Sovls. 


The rocks along the valley of the Don, where exposed, ap- 
pear to be granite, those in the north-east, trap or greenstone, ~ 
and those in the south-west, gneiss, composed of felspar, quartz, 
and mica, or hornblende. in most places the gneiss is found 
with a minute texture; the mica or hornblende crystals form- 
ing small lamine, which renders the rock easily fissile ; and 
where it loses the hornblende, it passes into alternating strata, 
or beds of quartz. The granite and trap rocks are found in 
underlying masses, and in boulders scattered over the surface, 
which have been largely used for erecting farm buildings and 
dykes. 

“Deposits of drift gravel chiefly compose the lower rounded 

* Tully-cathair, or ‘‘ the knoll of the fortress.” 
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knolls, the higher being composed of iron-bound gravelly clay 
and boulder rock. In the central east division, large deposits 
of moss at one time existed in the Burreldales, and in the hollow 
by Patie’s Mull, but it is now almost exhausted. The haughs 
of Old Balbythan, Kinkell, and Keith-hall, overlie deep beds 
of gravel and sand, and consist of rich alluvial soil, washed 
down by. the Don, in the course of ages, from the mountains 
and higher grounds of the district. 

Soils.—The alluvial soil is a mixture of clay, loam, and sand, 
of a very fertile nature. On the lower hills it is light, dry, and 
gravelly, in some places of no great depth; and on that part 
of the parish which falls to the east, the soil is various, partly 
yellow loam and gravelly clay, moss, or black soil, on blue stony 
clay, and partly hght soil, on an iron-bound pan of gravel. 

Hydrography. 

The river Don, following its windings, bounds the parishes 
with Kintore for about three miles on the west ; the water of 
Ury bounds them with Inverurie for about two miles; and the 
Lochter burn bounds the parish with Chapel of Garioch, for 
about 1} miles, also on the west. The Densy burn falls into 
the Don, and the burn of Balbythan intersects the eastern 
ate of the parishes ; the latter falling into the burn of Patie’s 

ill, which bounds the parishes with Fintray on the east. 
Several rivulets, or small streams, rise out of the central parts 
of the parishes, all falling into the Don, except the small stream 
on the north boundary with Bourtie which forms the source 
of the burn of Brony, intersecting the parish of Udny, and 
falls into the Ythan at Esslemont. The Don has a ver 
sluggish flow along the parishes, and so has the Ury; bot 
frequently, in times of flood, doing considerable damage to 
the crops on the haughs and level lands adjoining. Neither of 
these rivers are utilized for any manufacturing purpose con- 
nected with the parishes. The smaller intersecting streams 
supply water power for the wool mill of Kinmuck, two corn- 
grinding and several thrashing mills; and by these streams 
and many fine springs, the parishes are generally well supplied 
with water. | 

The Don is well stored with salmon, sea and common burn 
trout, pike and eels; the Ury is well stored with fine large 
trout, and few rivers in Aberdeenshire afford better angling. 


Arboriculture. 
The woods and plantations of Keith-hall chiefly lie to the 


* In the deep still pools of the Don and the Ury, the pes! mussel is found ; 
but the pearls in modern times have entirely disappeared. P 
: 2 e W 
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-east and north of the extensive home farm and private grounds 
of the mansion ; the older plantations lying along the banks 
of the Don and the Ury, and along the eastern ridge of Upper 
Kinkell, and by the manse, wha the younger plantations 
cover the southern slopes of Lofthillock and Boynds, on the 
north. In the private grounds of Keith-hall there are some 
remarkably fine old hardwood trees, standing singly, and 
grouped with tastefully laid out younger clumps and belts of 
mixed forest trees, on the higher ground surrounding the park 
which overlooks the residence ; the whole appearing not only 
ornamental, but of great value for shelter. Those plantations 
lying along the valley of the Don and the Ury consist of a fine 
variety of hardwood trees, mixed with spruce and some Scots 
fir, which are of avery ornamental deseription. On the higher 
ground towards the east, and the remains of the old woods of - 
Balbythan, the young plantations (Scots firs chiefly) appear in 
a thriving state. The more remarkable trees in the grounds 
of Keith-hall are the old ash, elm, and planes, and some horse 
chestnut trees, of great size and beauty, and a very thriving 
Wellingtonia gigantea, which appears to stand about 15 feet 
high, said to have been planted in 1860. “In 1762, Lord Maris- 
chal caused plant several hundred geans, or black cherries, which 
have answered well. The larch and oak do not grow freely.” 
Near the Kinkell burying-ground there are some very fine old 
ash trees, and “at Balbythan there is a very large beech, re- 
markable for its straight and branchless trunk, which is 24 feet 
high, with only two branches at 30 feet. Its average circum- 
ference at that height exceeds 12 feet.” The central and 
north-eastern parts of the parishes are without plantations of 
any kind. | 
| Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprictors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— : 
No. atand above No. atand above No. at on above No, atandabove No. at and above 


£60 £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100, and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 


7 22 25 28 22 
And five occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of Land in the Parish, year 1872-73, . ‘£7,067 12 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 

Woodlands, : : ; . : : ; : 520 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings where let, : : , 33 10 
Do. Mills, Shops, &c., . : : ‘ ; 37 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4ayear, . - 2 30 18 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, _. 94 10 
Do. Railway (Old Meldrum Line), : : : 47 0 


OOoaqooeoo Oo 


Total value, . ; : ; a £7,827 11 0 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— : 


4 


The Right Hon. the Earl of Kintore. 
The Trustees for the Bursars of Kinmuck. 
The Synod of Aberdeen. 


And 5 proprietors of houses and lands whose rents or value is under £100. 


Farming.—Of late years, a great extent of waste land has 
been reclaimed from the moors and old peat mosses, and large 
sums have been expended on drainage, which generally has 
been successfully executed. 

Leases are invariably entered into for 19 years; and the 
rotation of cropping generally followed is that of the fifth- 
shift course, consisting of two-fifth parts in grasses, two-fifth 
parts in white crops, and a fifth part in turnip crop. This 
mode of cropping seems to be best suited to the nature of the 
soil and climate of the north-easterly lying districts of the 
parishes, although the sixth course, with three grasses, appears 
equally suitable to the soil along the valley of the rivers and 
the better grass-growing soils. | 

The farm buildings on the larger farms are of a superior de- 
scription. They are all slated, and contain ample accommoda- 
tion for the rearing and feeding of cattle stock. On many of 
the smaller places the cottages still are covered with “thack 
and rape ;” some are stob-thatched, that is, covered with a 
deep coat of straw; some of them have tiled roofs, and the 
walls snecked, or harled with lime, just as they were 50 years 
ago. 

A great proportion of the arable land is sub-divided into 
regular fields, and substantially enclosed by stone dykes. 
About 35 years ago, the late Earl of Kintore sub-divided 
several of his farms by thorn hedges, and had the hedges 
ee and now they are of great value for fencing and 
shelter. | 

Cattle.—“ The Keith-hall ox, as one of his lordship’s bullock’s 
was called, was for some time one of the greatest wonders in 
the north of Scotland. The animal carried the first premium at 
the Highland Society’s Show at Aberdeen in 1834.” He was 
sold at seven years of age for one hundred sovereigns, and his 
gross weight, when alive, was 1 ton 8 cwt., or 3,136 lbs. The 
native polled breed of cattle and the shorthorns stand in about 
equal proportions, and good herds of both are to be found on 
most of the larger farms. A fair stock of Leicester sheep was © 
at one time kept on Ardmurdo, and Mr. Sim, Fawels, is well 
known for his matchless entire horses. 
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Mansion Houses. 


Keith-hall, the residence of the Earl of Kintore, Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of the County, is an elegant and commodious mansion, 
standing on a broad plain on the east, within 300 yards of the 
Ury opposite the burgh of Inverurie. The older part of the 
- house is said to have been built by Sir Andrew Garioch of 
-Caskieben (the ancient name of the place); another portion is 
said to have been built by the Johnstons, also Baronets of 
Caskieben ; and the principal part, which consists of the front 
and east wing was built by John, first Earl of Kintore, in 1700. 
Balbythan is an old territorial building, standing in a low 
peau on the eastern division of the parishes, but it now 

longs to the Earl of Kintore. 

The Manse of Keith-hall, along with the Church, stands in 
a very desirable position on the north-eastern confines of the 
policies of Keith-hall. It is an old building, but additions 
were made to it in 1840, with about 25 acres of excellent glebe 
land. The Church is an old building, but in 1823 it under- 
went extensive repairs, and is seated for 600. 


Roads. 


The Inverurie and Oldmcldrum road intersects the west 
division of the parish; the Keith-hall and Kendal road runs 
from Inverurie to Whiterashes and Udny on the north; and 
the Kinkell and Kinmuck roads lead eastwards through Fin- 


tray to Aberdeen. With these, and other short cross roads, — 


the parish is well accommodated. 


Railways. 


The Inverurie Station on the Great North of Scotland Rail- 
way, 1s within about two miles of the church, and it is 16} 
miles from Aberdeen. The Old Meldrum branch of the same 
railway intersects these parishes along the burn of Lochter for 
a short distance. Balbythan is within three miles of the 
Kinaldie Railway Station, and it is 104 miles from Aberdeen. » 


Markets or Fairs. 


Michael Fair of Kinkell, an important market for the sale of 
cattle and horses, is held on the Wednesday after the last 
Tuesday in September, O. S. 

There is no Public House within the parish, and only one 
Spirit Shop. 
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‘ 


Poor and Parochial Funds. ‘ 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KEITH-HALL AND KINKELL, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from voluntary Contributions, . ; : : . £180 2 114 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, ; 015 2 











- otal receipts, . . . . . +.  « £18018 1h 
er ae ne) 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £190 18 OF 
Medical Relief, . : : : ; ; ; 24 2 
Management, . : ; : : ; 7 10 10 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, . : ; 19 14 11 
Total expenditure, . ; , : ; . £200 13 0} 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED ‘14tn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. ates “iv Neate ©] Casual Poor. 
Population | : Fatuous 
in : ; 5 or 
1861. ea Depend- Regis- Dopend- Other Depend-| Insane. 
Males, | Females. | Total. ats Lai atita: nee ata 
933 10 22 32 21 9 5 2 1] 1 


This is an unassessed parish. 


I].—CIVIL HISTORY. 


ACCORDING to tradition, a great battle was fought between the 
Scots and the Danes on the Moor of Kinmuck, and part of the 
encampment still remains upon the moor. Blair Hussey is well 
known as “the field of blood ;” but the combat extended the 
whole length of the parish of Kinkell, from north to south, 
and ended by the Scots defeating the Danes on the Densy, or 
Danes’-burn, between Ardmurdo and Old Balbythan. In a 
large barrow or tumulus, on Kinmuck, there was found an urn, 
which contained calcined bones. At a subsequent period, 
other two urns were found, in a reversed position to each 
other, and were taken out in fragments. The bones in all the - 
three were put into a box, and buried in the original spot 
where they were found. Near to this cairn is a large stone 
standing upright, which is supposed to be of Druidic origin. 
On Balbythan there are the remains of Cairn-more, or the big 
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cairn, and another large cairn on Kinmuck. On the hill of 
Selbie there is a large cairn, from which a fine view can be got 
of a great part of the Garioch and Formartine, and of nearly 
the whole line of sea shore from Aberdeen to the Buchan Ness. 
Near the mansion of Balbythan, there is a slight eminence 
called “the Law,” where the Barons sat to administer justice. 
The remains of “the castle of Old Balbythan” are opposite to 
the burgh of Kintore; and the solitary site of the present 
house was selected in consequence of a shot being fired into 
the court-yard of the old residence, on the banks of the Don. 
Montkeigie was a chapel near the old house of the Johnstons 
of Caskieben. Dr. Arthur Johnston, the celebrated Latin 
scholar and poet, who was born here, has thus described the 
place :— | 


DE LOCO SUO NATAL. 


‘¢ Aemula Thessalicis en hic Jonstonia Tempe, 
Hospes, hyperboreo fusa sub axe vides. 
Mille per he nitidis argenteus undis, 
Hic trepidat laetos Vrius inter agros. 
Explieat hic seras ingens Bennachius umbras, 
ox ubi libratur lance diesque parti. 
Gemmifer est amnis, radiat mons ipse lapillis, 
Queis nihil Hous purius orbis habet, 
Hic paudit Natura sinum, nativaque surgens, 
Purpura felicem sub pede ditat humum. 
Aéra per liquidum volucres, in flumine pisces, 
Adspicis in pratis luxuriare pecus. 
Hic seges est, hic poma rubent, onerantur aristis, 
Arva, suas aegre sustinet arbor opes. 
Propter aquas arx est, ipsi contermina coelo, 
Autoris n.enti non tamen aequa sui. 
Imperat haec arvis, et vectigalibus undis, 
Et famula stadiis distat ab urbe tribus. 
Haec mihi terra parens : gens has Jonstonia lymphas, 
Arvaque per centum missa tuetur avos, 
Clara Maronaeis evasit Mantua cunis, 
Me mea natalis nobilitabit humus.”’ * 


Dr, Arthur Johnston was born in 1587, and died at the age ~ 


of 54. The estate of Caskieben (now Keith-hall) was pur- — 
chased (about 1662) from the Johnstons by Sir John Keith, 
second son to William, Earl Marischal, and Mary, daughter to 
John, Earl of Mar, who, for his loyalty to Charles II., when 
exiled, and for having preserved the crown and sceptre of 
Scotland on his head, was created, A. D. 1667, Earl of Kintore. 
- Kendale Castle (in ruins), formerly Ardiherauld, and the lands 
of Crimond, were possessed, in the reigns of Charles I. and II, 
by Robert Burnett of Crimond, a son of Burnett of Leys, a lord 


Artvri Johnston! Poemati Omnia, p. 868. A not ungraceful translation of these lines is 
printed in Mr. Alexander Johnston’s Genealogical Account of the Johnstons. 
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of session, and father of Dr. Gilbert Burnett, Bishop of Salis- 
bury, who was born at Kendale in 1643. He studied at Mari- 
schal College, and became Professor of Divinity at Glasgow, 
and afterwards was-presented by the Prince of Orange to the 
See of Old Sarum. 


IT]—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tae Church of Keith-hall* stands too near the western centre 
of the parish to be convenient for the parishioners in the ex- 
treme north and eastern districts. The Manse and domestic 
offices are valued at £25 a-year, and the Glebe and garden 
at £20 (formerly it was valued at £30). Stipend—money, 
£110 10s.; meal, 112 bolls; bear, 32 bolls; barley, 5 qrs. 63 
bushels, payable by the fiars’ prices of the County; unappro- 
eae teinds, valued at £42 14s, 11d. The schoolmaster’s 
1ouse and garden are valued at £10. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
George Brantingham, Kinmuck, chairman ; James H. Ogston, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 6d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There is but one schdol in the parish under 
the supervision of the Board, and 90 scholars. Population of 
the parish, 1871, 874. 

Parochial Registers——The register of baptisms for Keith- 
hall has been pretty regularly kept since 1678; but there is no 
register for Kinkell before the parishes were united in 1754. 

Church Collections —These, with legacies and donations, in 
1837, amounted to £117 8s. 1d.; but latterly the voluntary 
contributions, including 15s. 2d. from a mortification, have 
amounted to £180 18s. 1}d., for the benefit of the poor. 


IV.— EMINENT MEN. 


Dr. ARTHUR JOHNSTON, as before mentioned, was a native of 
Keith-hall. | 

GILBERT BuRNETT, D. D., Bishop of Salisbury, the celebrated 
author of the “ History of the Reformation in England,” and 
the “ History of his own Times.” He was a native of Kinkell, 
and founder of several bursaries in Marischal College and 
University of Aberdeen. | 

* The church is built at a place ‘‘called Legate, so named, because the Pope’s 
Legate staid there all night (at a small chapel, which still'retains the name of 
the Monk’s Hillock), the night before the great battle of Harlaw; as Legate’s 


Den, in the Chapel of Garioch, was the place where he in vain attempted to re- 
concile the contending parties.”—Stat. Account of Keith-hall, 1792, 
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The Rev. Dr. Gzorce Skene Keitu was appointed minister 
of the united parishes of Keith-hall and Kinkell in the year 
1778; and in 1811 he drew up, for the Board of Agriculture, 
“ A General View of Agriculture in Aberdeenshire,” as prac- 
‘tised at that time. A recent biographer of Dr. Skene Keith 
says— The pulpit possessed many constellations of a higher 
order, and there he soared not above ordinary mortals ; but 
his brethren waned before him on every subject which touched 
_ on the improvement of waste land, the drainage of bogs, or the 
rearing and feeding of cattle.’ His scientific acquirements 
were of no mean order; and the accurate barometrical obser- 
vations he made in ascertaining the height of the principal 
mountains in Aberdeenshire, bear testimony that he must 
have gone about his work with great ardour and care. His 
sound sense and worldly sagacity, along with an unlimited — 
fund of anecdote, made him a welcome guest sverywhere, and 
everybody greeted him cordially in “ castle, hall, house, manse, 
hut, hovel, shieling ;” and his “ General View of the Agricul- 
ture of Abordeanshiree is still well worthy of perusal. 

Tradition speaks of an eminent woman, “ The Lass of Patie’s 
Mill ;” but Ramsay’s song of that name belongs to the parish 
of Galston, on the banks of the Irvine. | 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


Tue Church of Kinkell (a word which signifies the head or 
chief church) was built early in the 16th century. The Rector 
was a prebendary of the Cathedral of Aberdeen, and patron of 
seven churches, viz, Kinkell, Kintore, Kinellar, Montkcigie, 
Kemnay, Drumblait, and Dyce, all which were served by his 
vicars ; the Rector himself residing near the Cathedral. | 
In 1771 the church was unrooted, to furnish materials for _ 
the new church at Keith-hall, which the heritors had to build, 
after which time the rest of the fabric went rapidly to decay. 
It has long been in a state of utter ruin, only part of the north 
wall remaining. The following account of the ruin is given 
_by a writer in Notes and Queries (Dr. F. G. ne! :-—*“ Towards 
the west end, a building, like an out-house, has been put over 
a burial place of some persons named Gordon. The west win- 
dow, the broken mouldings of which are evidently third- 
pointed work, is almost entirely destroyed. In the north wall, 
adjoining the sanctuary, is a most remarkable tabernacle, I 
should imagine almost unique. It was not ae an Easter 
scpulture, but a permanent receptacle for the Holy Sacrament. | 
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It consists of an aumbrye, or deep rectangular recess in the 
wall, on either side of which, as well as above and below, are 
a series of sculptured ornaments. . The bas-relief is altogether 
gone. No traces of it, or its subject, remain. But two crock- 
eted finials on either side, of a close grained freestone, are 
almost perfect. Below are the remains of the ostensorium, 
with adoring Angels on either side, and underneath is some 
boldly sculptured foliage, with a shield in its centre, charged 
with a lion rampant crowned. A label on either side of the 
recess contains the following legend :—HIC. EST. SVTVM. 
CORPS. DE. VIGIE. NATVM. (Hic est servatum corpus de 
Virgine natum—Here is reserved that Body which was born 
of the Virgin Mary). The letters A. G. occur twice, once dis- 
joined, and again united by a knot into a monogram. So, 
too, the device of arose. The date ‘A.D. 1528, also remains, 
as well as the inscription ‘memorare,’ on a label below. 
Secondly, there is an incised slab, two-thirds of which only 
now remain, representing a knight in armour. The figure is 
very similar to that of Sir Thomas Massingberde, represented 
in Boutell’s Monumental Brasses. Upon the surcoat, and on 
a shield above the figure, are represented the following arms: 
—A cheveron between two water bougets in chief, and a hun-— 
ter’s horn at base. That part of the inscription which remains, 
runs as follows :—‘ Hic jacet nobilis armiger—Gilbertus de 
-Gri. . . Anno Domino, M.CCCC.XI’* But the most 
curious object of interest in the more westerly portion of 
the north wall, evidently of the same age and workmanship 
as the tabernacle, appears to be a representation of Christian 
worship, and may have been a memorial monument of one 
of the clergy of the parish. Underneath the representation 
of a depressed arch 1s a crucifix, the figure of which is still 
comparatively perfect. Below is a vested altar, with an 
antipendium and fringed superfrontal. Upon the former ap- 
pear the letters A.G. To the right of the altar are seen the 
remains of the figure of a priest in his Eucharistic vestments. 
Upon the centre of the altar stands the chalice, and on the 
left the open missal and stand. On the left side of the altar 
*In the View of the Diocese of Aberdeen (1732), the following description of 
this stone is given :—‘‘ Here (in the church) is a large gravestone, supposed to 
be of one of the chaplains slain at the battle of Hatlaw: because in the inscrip- 
tion the year agrees, being A.D. M.CCCC.XI. But this inscription cannot be 
read compleatly, standing thus: ‘Hic jacet Robertus Armiger . .. . 
dominus de Stri. . . . (The arms are described as being the same 
given above). On the stone there is farther carved, at large, the figure of a 
man partly in armour, praying in a very devout manner.’ The inscription 
has been otherwise read, thus: ‘hic. jacet. nobilis. armiger. roberibs. de. 


Stl 2. 2... anno. Domini. m.cece.xi.’”—Collections for a History of 
the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff—Spalding Club, 1843. 
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-runs a legend, presatomt, probably preces sanctorum, for both 

below and above the band on which the legend is sculptured, 
are represented four heads, signifying the saints at rest, or the 
souls of the martyrs under the celestial altar. On the right 
side of our Saviour upon the Cross, there is a very beautiful 
representation of an angel holding a chalice, out of which 
springs a small figure of the Redeemer, and to the left of our 

aviour there is a representation, which is nearly destroyed, of 
the Virgin with her Divine Son. In the spandrils of the arch 
the letters A. G. are again repeated, together with the rose.” 

No doubt the tabernacle and the bas-relief were erected by 
Alexander Galloway, who was Rector of Kinkell in 1528; and 
besides these excellent pieces of sculpture, Galloway was archi- 
tect of the first bridge of Dee, which was built of 10 arches, 
and which was completed in 1529. Alexander Galloway was 
also employed as architect of part of the city walls of Aber- 
deen ; but his name is associated with a more enduring work, 
viz., that of completing the chartulary of Aberdeen. 

In reference to the tombstone already noticed, which bears 
the inscription “Gilbertus de Gri. . . A.D. M-CCCC.XI,, it 
is now generally believed to refer to a Gilbert Greenlaw, a rela- 
tive of Gilbert Greenlaw, Bishop of Aberdeen in 1390, and Lord 
High Chancellor of Scotland. On the other side of this stone 
is the following inscription :—‘ Hic jacet honore illustrus et 
sancta moram pe ornates Joannes Forbes dé Ardmurdo 
ejus cognomis haeres 4 ie anno actatis suae 66.8 Juli A. D. 
1592 obiit. There are also the Forbes’ arms, with the initials 
J. F., and a Greek inscription, ‘To me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain.” 

In the View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, we find that “This 
ehurch had, formerly, its chancel separated from the rest of the 
church by a timber wall; and, in the south side of the chancel, 
it has three pillars, but for what use, considering the fashion _ 
of them, it is not easy to guess. Here is also a very large 
Font. But this ahuech is now so lamentably polluted and 

rofaned, that one is ashamed to write of it.” 

The large baptismal Font, the gift of Alexander Galloway to 
the church, was left among the ruins; but 60 or 70 years ago 
it was removed, as an antiquarian relic, to Rubislaw Den 
House, near Aberdeen, where it remained, exposed to all 
weathers, until the late Mr. Skene of Rubislaw transferred it 
to St. John’s Episcopal Church, Aberdeen. Being in a dilapi- 
dated condition, it had to get considerable repair to make it 
fit for its original use. A new pedestal and a cover were 
supplied, and the emblematical carvings, with the Guallo- 


TOPOGRAPHY. - 779 


way’s initials, round the basin, renewed. On a brass plate 
affixed is this inscription :—* Hoc Lavacrum Deo et Eccle- 
‘sice St. Michaelis de Kinkel D.D. Alexander Galloway Rector 
M.D.XXVIII., Restauratum M.D.CCC.LI.” | 


PARISH OF KEMNAY. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


As to the origin of the name of the parish, the only conjecture 
is, that it is derived from Kembs, a chain of low rounded hills 
which appear in the central parts and run along the northern 
boundary, at some distance from the Don, and terminate on 


the borders of Cluny parish, on the south-west. 


Boundaries. 

The parish is bounded on the north by the Don and the 
parish of Inverurie; on the east it is bounded by Kintore; 
ou the south by a small part of Skene and the parish of Cluny ; 
and on the west by the burn of Ton, the Don, and the parishes 
of Monymusk and Chapel of Garioch. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line, from south 
to north, is about 54 miles, and in no part does it exceed two 
miles in breadth, from east to west. The whole area is com- 
puted, or estimated to be 5,154 acres, 867 decs. 


Topography. - 

The surface is, upon the whole, undulatory, but not hilly, 
there being no hills in the parish of any considerable height, 
with several extensive flats of worn-out moss land on Loch- 
shangie and Lauchentilly,and the haughs of Kemnay along 
the Don; the higher hills being those of Roquharrold and | 
Acquhithie on the north, the Quarry Hills in the centre, and 
those of Scrapehard on the south ; while the knolls, or ridges of 
the Kembs, intersect the central parts, from north-east to the 
south-west. The lower boundary of the parish, on the Don,* 


* Here is the Black Pot , and on a shelf of rock, over aed with ivy, is King 
Robert Bruce’s Cave, where he lay the night before the battle of Barra, : 
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opposite Ardtannies, is about 200 feet above sea level; the 
bridge over the river at Fetternear, by the old ferry-boat of 
Kemnay, is 264 feet; and the bridge over the Ton, on the 
Monymusk road, is 260 feet. The church of Kemnay stands 
283 feet above sea level. ; 


Geology and Soils, 


Granite forms the chief unstratified mass of rocks in this 
parish, and one of the largest masses of it occurs in the Para- 
dise quarries of Kemnay; but there are many others of smaller 
size on the north and east divisions, apparently unconnected 
with the larger masses. The haughs of Kemnay, and the 
lower knolls along the valley of the river, are formed of sand 
and rounded masses of quartz, syenite, greenstone, gneiss, and 
fragments of granite, all evincing a long subjection to aqueous 
attrition. Some of these knolls and ridges are of pair eat 
magnitude, and are now far beyond the influence of any 
stream, therefore we must look to some other mode of for- 
mation from that which now exists, different from that 
deposit which has more recently resulted from the action of 
the streams now in existence. Extensive deposits of peat-moss 
at one time existed, but between what is called the burntlands 
and those portions of the mosses which have been planted and 
otherwise improved, the area of the peat-moss is now very much 
circumscribed. Regarding the economical purposes to which 
the granite of Kemnay has been applied, we have only to say, 
that the rock is of the finest quality, of a light greyish colour, 
very largely mixed with quartz. Of late years the quarries 
have been extensively wrought, and much of the produce ex- 
ported to London, for the erection of the piers and parapet 
walls of the Thames embankment, and in the erection of 
the new County and Municipal, and Post-office buildings, in 
Aberdeen. 

Soils.—The haughs of Kemnay, although of small extent, con= 
sist of rich alluvial soil, On the higher ground the soil is light 
and sandy, overlying beds of gravel, gravelly clay, and boulders 
of granite, syenite, and trap rocks. Adjoining the mosses the 
soilis of a light peaty nature, on the flat ground, but in the 
more elevated parts, it is a lightish yellow loam on clay, largely 
mixed with small stones. 





Hydrography. 


The river Don bounds the parish on the north and west for 
a distance of about 5} miles, following the windings of its 
course. The burn of Ton bounds it for about a mile, with 
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Monymusk on the west. The smaller bounding streams are 
the burns of Castle Fraser, on the south, and the Letter-burn, 
of Skene, on the east; and with several smaller intersecting 
streams, and many springs, the parish may be said to be fairly 
supplied with water. There are two pretty strong chalybeate 
springs, which issue from the Kembs--the Spa-well and the 
well of Kembs ; but the water never had any reputation for its 
medicinal virtues. The Don is well stored with salmon and 
various kinds of trout; and the Ton is an excellent stream for 
trout of the common kind. Salmon was at one time caught in 
the Kemnay waters of the Don, by cruives; but that mode of 
fishing has long since been abandoned, and now the river is 
only fished by the rod. 


Arboriculture. 


The plantations of Kemnay chiefly lie along the valley of 
the Don, and around the mansion house. The outlying woods 
of Roquharrold and others, consisted of Scots fir, partially 
mixed with larch of great age and considerable size, now mostly 
cut down. The ornamental plantations of Kemnay house con- 
sist chiefly of hardwood trees, planted in hedgerows along the 
avenues leading to the mansion and around the ficlds, on an 
extensive home farm, most of which are now become very or- 
namental trees. Lord Kames, in his “Gentleman Farmer” 
(1776), notices, that “At the seat of Mr. Burnett of Kemnay, 
there is a kitchen garden, a flower garden, a wilderness of 
trees, indigenous and exotie, all ina peat-moss.” “The wilder- 
ness is in a peat-moss of about 30 acres, of the most thriving 
wood, shrubs, &c., and is a most delightful place.” “The kitchen 
and the flower gardens being upon Tight soil, on deep brown- 
coloured sand. The younger plantations along the Monymusk 
road are mixed Scots firs, larch, and spruce trees, exhibiting a 
pleasing variety of woodland scenery, affording shelter to some 
fine agricultural land in the vicinity of the very thriving vil- 
lage at the Kemnay Railway Station. This village has risen 
up since the opening of the Alford Valley Railway, in 1859, 
previous to which there was only, on this pleasant spot, 
two or three thatched houses, and the old timber buildings 
which for many years had been occupied as the parish school, 
conjoined with an academy for the education of boys of a 
higher class. Of these there were generally about 30, from all 
parts of the kingdom, and including these, the teacher gene- 
rally had 160 scholars under his charge during the year. 
Kemnay, since the opening of the railway, has quite a different 
aspect. There are now about 25 new and substantially-built 
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houses, including excellent shops, and a bank agenc , with 
well built private houses, and some very commodious houses 
for tradesmen and quarry-workers. The population of the 
village, and including those at the quarries, now amounts to 
about 200. | | 

The population of the parish of Kemnay in 1861, amounted 
to 832; and in 1871 they numbered 1,300, which shows an in- 
crease on the decade not equalled in any rural parish in th 
County. 7 

Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural occupation of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number off purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at baile No. at ae above No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 


10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
7 16 ll 12 25 
And 10 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Kemnay, year 








3, ‘ ; ; : ; ; ; ; £2,757 15 6 

Do. Mansion House, Home Farm, Garden, and Wood- ' 
lands, . : : ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : ; ‘ 120 10 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, whore let, . ‘ . F 60 0 0 
Do. Granite Quarries, . ‘ ; ; ; ; P 115 10 O 
Do. Mills, Sawing Machinery, and Steam-power, . ‘ 40 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly value, . ‘ 50 10 6 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ‘ 502 16 4 
Do. Alford Valley Railway, ‘ ; : : 644 0 0 
Total value, - ; ; ‘ . £4,291 2 4 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
eced £100 sterling, are— 
Alexander George Burnett, Esq. of Kemnay. 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kintore. 


John Fyfe, proprietor of houses at the Paradise Quarry. 
The Alford Valley Railway Company. 


And 17 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rent or value is under £100. 


Farming—tThe cereal crops consist of oats and bear, with 
turnips, potatoes, and grass corresponding to a fifth-shift course 
of cropping. At one period the seventh-shift course prevailed, 
and in some cases the sixth on the best loamy soils, but on 
the higher lying gravel, and on the mossy soils, the third year’s 
grass which followed the sixth and seventh courses often fails, 
therefore, and on such soils, the fifth-shift is more generally. 
followed. The usual duration of leases is for 19 years. — | 

Farm Houses.—Except on a few of the larger farms, the 
farm houses are mostly of an inferior description. On the 
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smaller class of holdings, and the crofts and cottar houses on 
Craigearn, Glenhead, and Lochshangie are of a primitive de- 
scription, without being possessed of comfort or convenience, 
and some of them appear to be but cold and inconvenient 
huts. | 

Fences.—There are very few substantial well built fences, . 
considering the great quantity of stones suitable for the pur- 
pose which lie in almost every corner of the parish. In the 
central division, the fences appear in long crooked cairns of 
stones, which have a wretched appearance, and only in a few 
places do the farms oe to be substantially enclosed or re- 
gularly subdivided. In the Statistical Account of the parish 
of Kemnay, by the late Rev. Patrick Mitchell, D. D.,* (1794), we 
find it stated “ That the late Mr. Burnett of Kemnay set an 
excellent example, as a farmer, to his tenants. Of nearly 130 
acres, which he enclosed and improved, between 90 and 100 
acres were moor and marsh, which he broke up, drained, and 
cleared of stones, of which there were an amazing number, and 
the most of them so large that they could not be removed till 
they were blown up with gunpowder. While Mr. Burnett was 
improving these grounds, which he left in a high state of cul- 
tivation, and paying well for the expense he ‘bestowed upon 
them, he plated with trees of different kinds, 130 acres, be- 
sides hedge-rows, in the English mode, round every field in 
his farm, on each side of the avenues leading to his house, and 
in the little gardens of his tenants.” Mr. Burnett is said to 
have been the first farmer in the county of Aberdeen who 
raised turnips in the field. 

Cattle—The old breeds of horned, black, and brown cattle 
have given way to crosses with the shorthorn and the polled 
breed, and animals of a superior description are to be met 
_ With everywhere. There are, comparatively speaking, few — 
sheep kept in the parish. 


Mansion Houses. 


Dr. Skene Keith says, “ Kemnay is an old, but commodious 
and spacious mansion, the property of John Burnett, Esq. It 
is well wooded, and the grounds adjacent were laid out with 
great taste by his grandfather.” It 1s situated near the Don, 
which bounds the parish on the west. 

The Manse and Church are centrically situated on the 
Monymusk road, and within about half-a-mile of the railwa 
station. The Manse is now a commoduious residence, wit 


* Dr. Mitchell was one of the few who were spared to draw up a second. 
Statistical Account of the same parish. 
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| about 12 acres of glebe land. The Church is a modern build- 
ing, and is quite adequate to the congregation. 


Roads. 


_ The Kintore and Alford turnpike road intersects the central 
parts of the parish from north-east to south-west for a distance 
of about three miles. Another turnpike, and also a com- 
‘mutation road, leads from Kemnay northwards to Port Elphin- 
stone and Inverurie, where the chief cattle markets of the 
district are held. On the south there are the Castle Fraser 
and Lauchentilly roads, which afford accommodation to those 
residing in the southern parts of the parish. The bridge over 
the Don at the Boat of Kemnay was built soon after the open- 
ing of the Alford Valley Railway ; but it was built chiefly for 
the accommodation of those residing in the Donside parts of 
the Chapel of Garioch parish, and in the northern parts of 
Monymusk. It consists of two iron girder arches, and was 
erected by subscription. 

The Kemnay Railway Station is 4} miles from Kintore, and 
172 miles from Aberdeen. 

There are neither Inns, Alehouses, nor Markets held within 
the parish. . 

Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KEMNAY, DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871. 











Receipts from Assessments, : : . ‘ ; : . £167 6 4 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, : ; 1 210 
Total receipts, : £168 9 2 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £141 4 94 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; ; ‘ : : 111 0 
Medical Relief, . ; ; ; , : 6 0 0 
Management, . , : : ; . : 18 19 1 
- Expended on Buildings not authorised, . , 713 $7 
Excess of expenditure, . : ; : ; 619 3} 
Total expenditure, : , £175 8 5h 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871, AND OF TH 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. D pone cere to; Casual Poor. 
Population sles tect te ee Nee ee ed | Fatuous 
in or 
1861. Depend-| Bests- | nepend-| Othet | pepend-| Insane. 
Males, | Females, | Total. | “ott, oe nts, eed ante. 








permnnrreremintined cult 

















832 | 5 144 {19 | 24] 1 2 2 11 0 
| 
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The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants. There are two. elected 
members on the Board. 


-IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE earliest records we have of this parish, bear that the lands 
and parish of Kemnay belonged, in the beginning of the 14th 
century, to the parsonage of Kinkell; and that Kemnay hath 
for its tutelar saint, Anne, mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
In the 16th century, the lands of Kemnay were possessed by 
the Douglasses of Glenbervey ; then by a Sir Thomas Crombie, 
who built the mansion house; then by the Strachans of Glen- 
kindy; and latterly by Sir George Nicolson, a lord of session ; 
and now the lands belong to Alexander G. Burnett, Esq., whose 
ancestor was Thomas Burnett, Esq., the first of the family who 
possessed the estate. 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Parish Church is conveniently placed for the greater por- 
tion of the parishioners. The Manse and domestic offices are 
valued at £20 a-year; and the Glebe and garden at £13. 
Stipend, £150, of which upwards of £30 is received from the 
Exchequer ; allowance for communion elements, £8 6s, 8d. The 
schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £12. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
the Rev. George Peter, E. C., is chairman ; John Grant, Birch- 
field, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 8d. per £. Bible and 
Catechism taught. There is but one school in the parish, and 
158 scholars. Population of the parish, 1871, 1,300. The 
schoolmaster’s salary, until recently, did not exceed £8 sterling 
a-year, | 

Parochial Registers——The registers occupy several volumes, 
the oldest beginning with the year 1660. The two first 
volumes contain a register of burials, which appear to have 
been discontinued early in the 18th century. The older 
volumes are in a state of good preservation.* 


* **On the 30th July, 1790, about ten o’clock before noon, there came on a 
storm of thunder and lightning, attended with a heavy fall of hail, or rather 
heavy pieces of ice. The storm continued, without intermission, till 3 o’clock 
afternoon, when the ground was quite covered with ice, and, where there was 
no standing corn, exhibited as much the appearance of winter as it does in the’ 
end of December, after a fall of snow. At the foot of a wall at Castle Fraser, 
the hail measured five feet in depth, on the evening of the 30th, where it re- 
mained for several days.”—Statistical Account of Kemnay, 1794. : 

: ox 
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Church Collections.—These, for the year ending 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £9 13s.; but no part of that sum was ex- 
pended on the relief of the poor. | 


IV.— EMINENT MEN. 


THoMAS BurNeETT of Kemnay was long resident at the Court 
of Hanover, and for his zeal and fidelity in this service, drew 
upon him the resentment of the Jacobites, by whose influence 
he was imprisoned in the Bastile, in passing through France to 
Hanover, where he was detained till the Duchess of Orleans 
procured his liberty. Mr. Burnett lived some years after the 
accession of George I., but, being old and infirm, had retired 
from the world; and he did not live to receive those rays of 
the late King’s (George I.) goodness, which his Majesty was so 
gracious as to signify he intended for him. His only son, 
George, who was named after the King, was at the Court of 
Berlin, with Sir Andrew Mitchell of Thainstone, as Secretary 
of Legation, and with Sir Andrew attended Frederick II. 
in his campaign during the seven years’ war. On leaving 
Berlin, Mr. Burnett brought with him an effort of royal genius 
that deserves to be mentioned as a curiosity in Kemnay 
house. It is a painting done by Frederick the First of Prussia, 
in a fit of gout, with an inscription at the foot of it : “ Frederi- 
cus pinxit in tormentis.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE ay remains of antiquity that are extant in the parish 
are 1, a long stone set on end, whose height is 114 feet above 
Eu and its mean girth about nine feet. There is no 

ure or inscription upon it, and no appearance of hewing. 
The smaller end is uppermost, and inlies another stone of 
similar dimensions, which stood on the borders of Cluny, had 
its broad end uppermost ; 2, a repository for the dead, which 
was accidentally uncovered by the plough some years ago. It 
was five feet long and two feet wide, formed of four rough 
stones, covered with a broad piece of granite, and contained a 
broken urn of burned clay, and a few human bones. 
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PARISH OF KENNETHMONT. 


PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—-SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 


THE name is said to have been derived of one of the King 
Kenneths’, and taken from a tradition that a grave stone (now 
within the walls of the old church), had originally been placed 
over “the grave of the Scottish Monarch.” On the stone 
there is engraven a shield, on one quarter of which a boar’s 
head is visible, and, under the shield, the date 1685 and the 
initials H.G. The stone is now placed on the burial ground 
of a family of the name of Gordon, and as the arms and 
initials refer to that family, there appears to be but little 
foundation for this tradition. The name is sometimes spelled 
Kinnethmont, which, in its literal translation, or acceptation, 
signifies “the head, or end of the hill.” But as the etymology 
of names is generally matters of mere conjecture, its true 
Celtic meaning would be “ the hill at the head or point where 
the water divides.” Cean-neith-monadh, a name, or descrip- 
tion which applies with peculiar propriety to the parish, as in 
the very centre of it the water shears, part falling to the Bogie 
and the Doveran on the west, and part to the Ury and the 
Don on the east. 
Boundarves. 


Kennethmont is bounded on the north by the parish and 
barony of Gartly, on the east by the parish of Insch, on the 
south by Leslie and Clatt, and on the west by the water of 
Bogie and the parish of Rhynie. 


Extent. 


The extreme length of the parish in a direct line from the 
lowest point on the Shevach Water on the east, to the Bogie on 
the west is six miles, and from Seggyden on the Clatt boundary 
to the Cults boundary with Gartly on the north, it is 34 miles, 
also in a direct line. The whole area is estimated to be 8,471 
acres, 932 decs. sO 


Topography. r 
The Melsach and the ridges of the west Foudland Hills, 


from the northern bounding hills of the parish with Gartly, 
and the highest point on this division, 1s about 1,400 feet 
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~ above sea level. The hill of Christ’s Church, in the Rathmo- | 

~ real or east division of the parish is 1,021 feet, and the church | 

of Kennethmont is 588 feet above sea level. The eastern 
division is hilly, and around Sleepy Kirk,* the hills are steep. 
On the southern boundaries with Leslie and Clatt there is the 
_ lower rounded hills of Law, Duncanstown, and Ardlair, and on 
the west the small rocky hill of Craighall The lowermost 
- point of the parish on the Bogie Water is about 530 feet above 
sea level, and from this point, eastward, the half cultivated 
braes of Cults and Candie rise into the higher bounding ridges 
with Gartly, which terminate the west Foudland range of hills, 
while the southern slopes of these hills, and along the valley 
of Kennethmont, by Leith-hall and Wardhouse, are mostly 
covered with thriving plantations, presenting a favourable 
contrast to the bare bleak hills and hill slopes along Bogie- 
side, 

Geology and Soils. 

The northern division of the parish, for the most part, rests 
on a basis of clay and mica-slate ; the extreme eastern division 
is composed of trap and greenstone rocks, intersected by veins 
of quartz, and indurated clay in beds and masses, approach- 
ing to what may be termed trap conglomerate ; aid in the 
central valley and west divisions syenitic rocks prevail. 

Soils.—On the cultivated hill slopes to the north of the 
valley, the soil is sandy clay,in some places largely mixed with 
small stones, mostly of the nature of the adjoining strata. In 
the lower ground a good deal of the soil is composed of moss 
on blue stony clay. On the west, south, and east divisions 
there is every variety of soil—yellow loamy clay, yellow loam 
on sand; and black moorish soil, on gravel and rock, appear 
the most prominent kinds. 

Hydrography. 

The water of Shevach bounds the parish with Insch on the 
east for a distance of about 44 ones and the Bogie Water 
bounds it on the west with Rhynie for a distance of nearl 
two miles. .The other intersecting streams or rills are small, 
but most of them are utilized on the larger farms for propell- 
ing the machinery of thrashing mills, and for other agricultural 
purposes. A well known chalybeate spring on the Melsach 
was, at one time, held in much repute ie the country people. 
The Bogie is considered to be an excellent stream for common 
burn trout. 


* Here, on the green sward around the old kirk and bur ing ground, a 
Jie or fair was held during the night, hence it was called’ the ‘‘ Sleepy 
Kirk.’ : 
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Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations or ground under wood are of considerable 
extent. The Wardhouse and Leith-hall plantations occupy a 
very prominent, position along the valley of Kennethmont, and 
the lower hill slopes of the Melsach, and other hills in the 
same range, are covered with trees. Some of the lower hill 
tops in the southern division, and the Kirkhill and the hill of 
Craigton, appear to have been planted up for shelter. The 
woods around the home farm of ardhouse, and in the private 
grounds, contain a fine variety of larch, hardwood trees, Scots 
and spruce firs, and, with a large park and well laid-out plea- 
sure grounds, and from the commanding position of the house, 
and finely wooded grounds, the residence appears to be a very 
attractive one. In the private grounds of Wardhouse there 
are some remarkably well grown specimens of spruce and 
silver firs, Scots tir and larch, and some beech trees which girth 
between 11 and 12 feet at the surface of the ground, all grow- 
ing upon sandy soil on the clay and mica-slate rock. The 
outlying plantations and belts surrounding Leith-hall, and near 
to the church, consist of Scots firs and larch, some hardwood 
and willows, which are of considerable age; while, in the lower 
grounds, the trees are mostly young, excepting some old ash 
and elms in the immediate vicinity of the mansion house. 
Here the most noticeable trees of the deciduous kind are the 
ash, the elm, the beech, lime, oak, and plane, the gean, the 
rowan, and Huntingdon willow, with a few fair specimens of 
old Scots firs, spruce, and a yew tree of no mean size. The 
younger mixed plantations on the worn-out moss ground, to 
the east of the mansion, appear in a thriving state. The small 
extent of planted ground on Craighall, and in the other divi- 
sions of the parish, require no special notice, except we were 
to say that the eastern division is bare, and the Bogie-side, or 
western division, is not only bare, but bleak, and stands much 
In need of shelter from trees, 


Furms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 


£50 £ £10 Oo 
of yearly rent, and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
11 24 23 18 27 


And 16 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
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Valuation, a —— of land in the parish of Kennethmont, year 





, . ; : : : : ; . £4,698 18 1 

.. Mansion House, Home Farm, Garden, and Wood- | 
~ lands, . : : : ; : : ; : 742 0 2 
Do. Shootings, where let,  . : ; ; ; ‘ 4 0 0 
_Do. Mills, Shops, Alehouses, &c., . ; : ; ; 5410 O 
“Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . : 68 1 0 
Do. Small Properties under #100 of yearly value, . : 104 10 0 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, : ‘ . 1,232 0 0 
~ Total value, ‘ ‘ ; . £6,903 19 3 
pm ea | 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— > f 
Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith Hay, of Leith-hall. 
Carlos Pedro Gordon, Esq. of Wardhouse. 


Robert Grant, Esq., of Craighall. 
The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 14 owners of houses and lands whose rents or value is under £100 a-year, 


Farming.—Through the industry of the tenantry, partl 
aided by the landlords, the parish may be said to be well ole 
tivated. The pernicious system of taking grassums, on the 
renewal of leases, is now done away. The extent of arable 
land has been about doubled within the past 30 years; and 
most of the wet land has been drained and otherwise ren- 
dered highly productive, by a free and liberal use of bone dust 
and other artificial manures. The rotation of cropping varies 
from the fifth, sixth, and seventh-shift courses, and to that 
kind of soil which is best suited for the crops. On the larger 
farms, the sixth and the seventh-shift has been followed, while 
on the smaller farms and crofts, the fifth-shift course is more 
generally adopted. By the fifth and sixth course of cropping, 
only one corn crop is taken after second and third year’s 

ass; but by the seventh, a second corn crop is taken, which 
is called the awal, or yaval crop, after the third year’s grass; 
but all aim to get their land into that condition which is best 
adapted for raising a good turnip crop. Leases generally are 
entered into for 19 years. | 

Houses.—On most of the larger farms the steadings are sub- 
stantially built with stone and lime, and covered with slate. 
On the smaller farms and crofts the roofs are thatched, except 
some of the “fire houses,” as they are called, which are 
generally slated. 

Fences.—Owing to an apparent scarcity of stones, few of the 
farms are fully enclosed ; and hedges, for enclosures, have never 
been cultivated to any extent; and for sheltering and im- 
proving the district, hedges are much wanted, especially beech, 
which, at most seasons, has a clothed and warmer appearance 
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than the common thorn, and is much better suited to the soil 
of Kennethmont. | 
Cattle.—The long-horned breed of cattle have been succeeded 
by the polled breed and shorthorns, and their crosses. Small 
stocks of sheep are kept at Wraes, and on some of the smaller 
hill farms. 
Mansion Houses. 


Wardhouse stands in a very commanding position, on the 
south-western slope of the Foudland Hills. It is an old 
but very commodious building, surrounded by finely wooded 

ounds and extensive plantations. Leith-hall is also an old 

ut equally commodious building, with more pretensions to. 
architectural adornment. It stands in a very low situation, 
with the Great North of Scotland Railway running within a 
short distance of the house, and through the private grounds. 
Craighall is a small building standing on the hill of Craigton, 
surrounded by some small clumps of trees, and has much the 
appearance of an ordinary good farm-house. 

he Manse was built in 1794, but was thoroughly repaired 

about 40 years ago. The Glebe consists of 12 acres of pretty 
good land. The Church was built in 1812, and is seated for 


600. 
Roads. 


The Insch and Kennethmont turnpike road intersects the 
parish from east to west, for a distance of nearly seven miles, 
and affords easy access to the central parts of it. The old south 
and north road, from Bogie-side by Clatt and the Suie-hill to 
Alford, skirts the western division, while the Ardlair and Old 
Flinder road accommodates the southern division, which is not 
so well accommodated with roads. | | 

The Kennethmont Railway Station is within half-a-mile of 
the church, and it is 323 miles of Aberdeen, and eight miles from 
Huntly. The Wardhouse Station, which is in the eastern part 
of the parish, is 31 miles from Aberdeen. 

There is only one Inn or Alehouse in the parish. 

Markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep, are held on 
the third Monday of every month throughout the year. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KENNETHMONT, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14ruH MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, ; a oe .  « £4386 6 8 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . .  . 7 3.5 ° 
1 


Total receipts, 
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: 7 | | Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £347 16 25 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ ; , .- 915 5 : 
Medical Relief, . ; ; ‘ ‘ ; . 1410 0 
Management, . ‘ : : ; : , 34 11 5} 
Expended on Buildings not authorised, .  . 116 2 
Balance in hand, . ; ; ; 35 010 


£443 10 1 
RD 


_. ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to|’ 


Relieved during the year. receive. celiek Casual Poor. 
Poputation ase : Fatuous |' 
n ie or 
. Regis- Other 
1861. . Depend- Depend- 1.) | Depend-| Insane, 
Males. | Females. | Total. | “sity. Lol ait: ace ante: 

















5 ees eo 





1,187 12 32 44, 29 8 2 3 1 0 ! 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 83 and 34, and there are two elected 
members on the Board. 


I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Turis parish is dedicated to Saint Rule; and the old church of 
Kinalchmund had an aisle built by James Leith, of Leith Hall, 
formerly called Pielside. The family of Leith are descended 
from the Leiths of Edingarroch, in Premnay, who settled in 
Aberdeenshire in the reign of Alexander the Third; but the 
immediate ancestor of the Leiths of Leith Hall, was William 
Leith of Barns, a person of some distinction in the reign of 
King David Bruce ; he was Provost of Aberdeen in 1350, and 
married the daughter of Donald, twelfth Earl of Mar. In 1358 
he went to England, as one of the hostages for the ransom of 
David, King of Scotland. 

_ The house of Leith Hall was, until altered by modern im- 
’ provement, one of those massive buildings, flanked by turrets, 
which appears to have been the peculiar style of architec- 
ture adopted by the lairds throughout Aieeiosnshie. about 
the end of the 16th and beginning of the 17th centuries. It 
was built about the year 1650, by James Leith, the 13th laird 
in succession. His son, John Leith, married Janet, daughter 
of George, second Lord Banff! He died in 1786, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son, who married Harriet Stewart of Auchlun- 
cart, by whom he had three sons. His second son, Alexander, 
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succeeded to the estates of his grand-uncle, Andrew Hay of 
Rannes, in 1789, and on the death of his elder brother, he suc- 
eeeded to the estates of Leith Hall and others, assuming the 
surname of Hay. He became a General in the army in 1813, 
and died on the 10th May, 1838. He was succeeded by his 
son, Sir Andrew Leith Hay, K.H., who died in 1862. The 
present proprietor of Leith Hall is his eldest son, Colonel 
Alexander S. Leith Hay, C.B. 


IIZ.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Parish Church is not very well situated for the eastern, or 
that division of the parish called Rathmuriel, or “Christ's 
Kirk.” The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £20 a- 
' year, and the Glebe and garden at £12. Stipend—money, 
£137 14s., including allowance for communion elements ; 
meal, 44 bolls; barley, 24 bolls; bear, 1 boll, payable by the 
fiars’ prices. ‘The parochial schoolmaster’s house and garden 
are valued at £10. The Free Church Manse and offices, at Ard- 
lair, are valued at £16; and the school teacher’s house at Old- 
town, at £4. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Colonel A. S. Leith Hay, chairman ; Alex. Henderson, Seggy- 
den, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and 
Catechism taught. There is but one school in the parish under 
the supervision of the Board, and 96 scholars. Population of 
the parish 1871, 1,062. 

Church Collections—These, for the year ending 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £14 15s. 84d., of which 10s. was expended 
on the relief of the poor. 


IV._EMINENT MEN. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL Sir JAMES LEITH, was born at Leith 
Hall in 1763, and died at Barbadoes on the 16th October, 
1816, being then Governor of that colony, and Commander of 
the Forces in the Windward and Leeward Islands. 

Sir ANDREW LerrH Hay, of Rannes, was, for several years, 
Member of Parliament for the Elgin District of Burghs, and 
Clerk of the Ordnance. Besides several smaller works, he pub- 
lished a very interesting narrative, in two volumes, of the._ 
Peninsular War, in which he had served with considerable 
distinction. He also published a handsomely illustrated 
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volume of the feudal and castellated residences in Aberdeen- 
shire, with a graphic description of the buildings, and a 
succinct history of the most ancient families in the County. 

Sir James A, Gorpon, late Governor of Greenwich Hospital, 
was one of the Gordons of Wardhouse, and a native of the 
parish. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


On the Melsach Hill, “there is a mineral well, whose waters 
are good for the gravel, and much frequented in the summer 
time by country people, with success.” The sanative quality 
of the water is supposed to extend to beasts. “It is customar 
to leave at the well part of the clothes of the sick and diseased, 
and harness of the cattle.” * 

In the north-west corner of the parish are the remains of | 
the house of Cults, formerly a seat of the Gordons. The old house . 
of Kirkhill is south of the old church and burying-ground, 
and the old house of Law, is east of the church nearly three 
miles. In the east end of the parish, about four miles from 
the church, “and a mile to the west of Insch, where is to he 
seen the ruins of a chappel, called Christ’s Kirk, and a dyke 
encompassing it, where they are yet in use of burying their 
dead. To this chappel belongs a glebe, possessed at present 
(but not now) by the incumbent of Kennethmont. ere 1s, 
in the village where this chappel is built, a yearly fair, called 
Christ’s Fair, and commonly the Sleepy Market, because it 
begins at night, about sunset, and ends about one hour after 
sun rising, next morning.” It was held in the beginning of 
June; “a very singular ‘kind of mercat, as any ever was.” + 

King Kenneth’s reputed gravestone has already been 
noticed. The remains of a Druidical circle are to be seen on 
the hill of Ardlair, and another on the lands of Cults, the 
property of the Duke of Richmond. 

* Statistical Account of Scotland, Vol. XIII., p. 77. 

+ Description of Kennethmont, by Mr. Gordon, minister at Alford, 1724. 
** About 1746, the proprietor changed it from night to day ; but so strong were 


the people in favour of the old custom, that they chose to neglect it alto- 
gether.”—Statistical Account of Kennethmont, 1794. 
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PARISH OF KILDRUMMY. 





PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE ancient name of this parish was Kin-drumie, from the 
Gaelic Ceann-druivm, which means “ the head of the ridge” on 
which the old castle stands, and is a very appropriate descrip- 
tion of its position. Other etymologists say that it signifies 
“ the little burial mount,” or Call*-druim, which would corres- 
pond with the burying-ground at the church, but not with the 
traditionary name of the parish. 


Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Auchindoir and 
Kearn ; on the east also by Auchindoir and Kearn, and asmall 
portion of the parishes of Tullynessle and Forbes, which lies 
south of the Don; on the south by the parishes of Leochel- 
Cushnie, and Towie ; and on the west by a part of Towie and 
the parish of Cabrach. 

Lixtent. 


From the south boundary with Leochel-Cushnie on the 
top of Callievar, to the Silver-fords, on the burn of the Buck, 
the distance is seven miles in a direct line; and from the 
lowermost point of the parish on the Don, at Logie, to the 
western boundary with the Cabrach at the Garbit burn, the 
distance, also in a direct line, is over six miles. The whole 
area is computed to be 10,396 acres. 

| Topography. 
_ That part of the parish which lies to the south of the Don 
is rugged and hilly, and the hills rise from the river into the 
mountain of Callievar (Cotlle-bhar, which signifies “ the point, 
or extremity of the wood”), and is 1,746 feet above sea level. 
The lowermost point of the parish on the Don, opposite Logie, 
1s about 560 feet ; the confluence of the Mossat Water with the 
Don is 572 feet; and the church of Kildrummy is 644 feet. 
The old Mossat Toll-bar (near the eastern boundary) is 640 
feet ; the parochial school, on the northern shoulder of Ard- 
huncart, is 687 feet ; the old castle of Kildrummy is 858 feet ; 


* Cill, or Kill, means the residence of a saint, but: it is also applied to a 
chapel, and a small portion of ground around the chapel used for burying those 
who die in peace with the church. 
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and the Elph-hillock is 832 feet abovesea level. On the south 
eastern division of the parish, north of the Don, there is the 
_ steep rounded hill of Ardhuncart, with the flat hill of Drumna- 
hive on its northern base. But, with these exceptions, and 
from the water of Mossat on the east, to the bottom of the 
western bounding hills, and from Kildrummy Castle, and the 
Don on the south, to the burn of Clova on the north, the 
whole valley is but slightly undulating and comparatively flat. 
From the Cooks’ and the Gardeners’ Hills, which are on the 
south-west of the castle, the western bounding hills rise in 
one continuous chain to the suurce of the Garbit, one of the 
sources of the Doveran, and 1,734 feet above sea level. The 
more northerly range of hills which bound the valley on the 
west rise from Wester Clova by “John Reid’s Cairn” and the 
ridge of the “ Kebbat,” into the mountain of the Buck, which 
is 2,368 feet above sea level, which has for its eastern base the 
rocky ridges of the Braidshaw, and the lower hills of Towan- 
reef in Auchindoir, which bounds the parish on the north. 
The lowest point on the Cabrach hill road. at the influx of the 
Mae of Glenny, with the burn of Clova, 1s 696 feet above sea 
eve : : 


Geology and Souls. 


Greenstone and gneiss are the prevailing rocks which 
appear on the eastern division of the parish from Corbanchory, 
in Leochel-Cushnie, to Drumnahive and Lewishillock, on the 
Mossat. White sandstone or freestone occupies the whole of 
the lower central parts, which has been extensively wrought in | 
the Den beside the old castle, but latterly the rock has only 
been quarried at Longley, where much of it has been found of 
an inferior quality from its having less quartz in its aggregated 
structure, and impregnated with ferruginous matter, which 
gives the rock, m some places, a slightly brownish ap- 
pearance, and laminar disposal. Gneiss, and mica-slate, its 
usual attendant, is developed to a considerable extent in the 
western and more mountainous division, forming the whole 
range of hills, and the lower comparatively flat parts on the 
north. The gneiss rock is, in general, slaty; but it 1s some- 
times found passing into that which is less so, and here there 
is to be found the two kinds in distinct beds. The mica-slate, 
like much of the gneiss, 1s fine granular, and from the 
minuteness of its aie grains, very schistose, and, at 
several points on the Mid Clova Hills can be raised in flags of 
considerable size. Veins of quartz appear along the base of 
some of those hills, and small beds of pure white quartz is 
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found ; but they do not form very conspicuous groups, and are 
to be found scattered over the surface, along with some very 
good specimens of a flesh-red colour, known as rose quartz. 

Along the upper valley of the Mossat Water, by Battlehillock 
and Birkenbrewel, there are considerable deposits of gravel, 
and moss, with clay upon the higher knolls, and partly decom- 

osed slate rock, which often produces valuable soils. On the 
higher hills, large tracts of peat moss is very generally dis- 
tributed, in which the branches of trees are found, and in 
some places at a pretty high elevation. 

Soils—On the division south of the Don the surface is un- 
even, and very rugged, consequently there is a great variety 
of soil. The lower is in general a light sandy loam, on a 
gravelly bottom, the higher is darker and heavier, mixed with 
small stones, of the nature of the underlying rocks. In the 
valley of Kildrummy proper, and on the Clovas, there is con- 
siderable variety of ala. but a great deal of it consists of rich 
loamy clay, and light loam upon gravel and clay. On some 
of the higher knolls the soil is light and gravelly, and in some 
of the lower grounds it is black, and of a mossy nature, while 
on most of the higher cultivated hill slopes, it is a yellowish 
loam, largely mixed with small stones, of a slaty nature. A 
considerable portion of the face of the western hills, and such 
as were reckoned unfit for cultivation, are covered with thriv- 
ing plantations, while the higher hill tops are covered with 
large tracts of peat moss, dark brown heath, with patches and 
stripes of yellowish green, indicating the presence and action 
of pure spring water, some of them being tainted with the acid 
of peat bog, and a few showing their chalybeate properties, 
which, in their downward course, leaves few traces of verdure. 

Hydrography. 

The river Don bounds and intersects the parish from Logie, 
in the parish of Auchindoir, to Nether Drumallachie, in the 
parish of Towie, and has a very winding course of about five 
miles. The Mossat Water bounds it on the east with Auchin- 
doir, for a distance of about four miles, from the Don to Auch- 
millan. The burn of the Buck bounds it on the north-west, 
and the burn of Glenny also bounds it on the north, with 
Auchindoir. The small stream in the Den of Kildrummy, 
which flows eastward from the old castle to the Don, divides 
the parish from Towle on the south. The burn of Clova, which 
has its source on the south-eastern slopes of the Buck, inter- 
sects the north-western parts of the parish, and after a short 
course it joins the burn of the Buck at the manse of Auchindoir, 
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after which, the united stream is called the water of Bogie. 
With these streams, and many smaller mountain rills and 
springs of pure water issuing from the slate and sandstone 
rock, the parish is abundantly supplied’with water for every 
domestic and agricultural purpose. The Don is well stored 
- with trout of various kinds, and occasionally salmon. The 
Mossat, a small pleasant winding stream, abounds with excel- 
lent yellow trout, and turns the machinery of the saw-mills of 
Invermossat, and the corn-grinding mill of Birkenbrewel. The 
corn-grinding mill of Kildrummy is turned by the water which 
flows through the Den, along the Towie boundary, and the 


burn of the Malt Croft, from the old castle. 


Arboriculiure and Botany. 


The northern and western slopes of Callievar were planted 
and partly sown in 1816, with Scots fir and larch, in some parts 
to a high elevation; and on the lower parts, and along the 
Don, the planted trees, and the natural birch and alders, have 
attained a fair size ; but most of the full grown trees have been 
cut down. On the hill of Ardhuncart, there is a large planta- 
tion of mixed Scots fir and larch, which were planted in 1836, 
and on some of the lower hills and flat ground, towards the 
Muirs, there are several large clumps of trees, which were 
lanted about the same time, for shelter. Along the Den of 
ildrummy, the natural birch and aspen trees, along with some 
ornamental trees and beech hedges, near to the old castle, and 
with an agreeably diversified surface, bounded on the south b 
the extensive woods and plantations on the Glascull Hill, in 
Towie, and by the extensive younger plantations which cover 
the slopes of the western hills of Kildrummy, the lower lying 
rich and highly cultivated lands in the valley, appear in lease 
ing contrast to these pine woods, overtopped by the dark brown 
hills rising into “the Buck,” which present nothing but bar- 
renness and peat mosses, 

The extensive Scots fir and larch woods on Clova extend 
over a large surface of ground, and cover the lower slopes of 
the hills in the north-west corner of the parish, and around 
the gently sloping grounds of the home-farm, and those of Mid 
Clova. The greater portion of these plantations, which are mostly 
full grown, present a fine variety of trees, being well mixed 
with hardwood of various kinds, and spruce in the lower 
ground. In the ornamental and younger plantations of Clova, 
there is a fine variety of hardwvod trees, silver firs, and some 
of the more recently introduced coniferous trees, growing in 
wild luxuriance, along with some well kept beech and thorn 
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hedges. Bordering on an extensive flat of worthless flow moss, 
fringed with trees, there are a few specimens left of the finest 
and largest old Scots firs that are to be found in the country, 
and in other parts there are some fairly grown ash, and other 
hardwood trees, apparently of sigs age. 

Botany.— Having given a list of plants in the adjoining 
parishes of Auchindoir and Kearn, we shall only notice afew of 
the rarer, and some of the more common that are to be found 
in this parish, viz. :— 


Arbutus uva-ursi—Red Bear-berry. Campanula latifolia—Giant Bell-flower. 

Cardamine amara—Bitter Cardamine. Dryas octopetula—Mountain Avens. 

Fumaria claviculata—W hite-climbing Fumitory. Gnaphalium dioitcum—Moun- 
tain Cudweed. . 

Guava repens—Creeping Goodyera. Gymnadenia eonopsea—Fragrant Gym- 
nadenia. 

vee ee albida—Small White Habenaria. Habenaria viridis—Green Ha- 

enaria. 

Linnea borealis —Two-flowered Linnwa. Juniperus communis — Common 
Juniper. 

Molinia aia Melic-grass. Potamogeton pussillus— Small Pond- 
weed. 

Pyrola rotundifolia — Round-leaved Winter-green. Poa nemoralis— Wood 
Meadow-grass. 

Trientalis Huropea—European Chickweed W. Green. Scirpus cespitosus— 
Scaly-stalked Club-rush. : 

Gnanthe crocata—Hemlock Water-dropwort, an extremely poisonous plant. 

Vaccinium vitis-idea—Red Whortle-berry, Cow-berry. Vaccinium myrtillus— 
Blaeberry, Billberry ; and Vaccinium oxycoccos—Marsh Whortle-berry. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :-— 

No. at and above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 250 £20 £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100, and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
8 10 26 10 ll 


And 1 occupant of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Kildrummy, year 
1872-73, ‘ : ; , ; ; ‘ ‘ £3,110 15 10 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, . Gardens, and 
Woodlands, . ‘ * . ‘ : ‘ ; 543 0 0 








Do. Shootings, where let, , . ‘ . ‘ 259 10 0 
Do. Alehouses, Mills, Quarries, and Shops, . ‘ ; 79 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, : ; 27 1 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ; 46 0 0 

“Total value, . . . . - . £4,065 610 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— 
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Carlos Pedro Gordon, a of Kildrummy. 
Hugh Gordon Lumsden, Esq. of Clova. 
The Honourable Charles Murray Hay Forbes, of Brux. 


And seven proprietors of houses and lands whose rents or value is under £100 

a-year. z 
.  Farming—tThe period of lease is now uniformly 19 years. 
The rotation of cropping generally the fifth and sixth-shift 
‘courses, which is believed to be the best suited for the soil, 
and well adapted for grass and turnips, and for growing that 
well known species of oats called “the Kildrummy,” a light 
coloured, thin early oat, having plenty of straw, and very 
suitable to high exposed ground. 7 

Farm Houses—A good many of the farm buildings are of a 
superior. description ; the houses in the southern division 
being built with fine freestone blocks, and those in the northern 
parts chiefly with the mica-slate rock, All are built with lime, 
and most of thein are covered with slate. On some of the smaller 
farms, and generally upon the crofts, the houses have thatched 
roofs. Thrashing machines attached to the buildings have 
long been in general use on the larger farms, and most of them 
are propelled by water power. There are two corn-grinding 
mills—Mill of Birkenbrewel on the north, and Mill of Kil- 
drummy on the south; and at Invermossat there is powerful 
machinery for the manufacture of timber for buckets, and into 
other useful purposes. 

A good deal of the land on the larger farms has been en- 
closed with stone dykes, and a good many of the fences sur- 
rounding plantations are of that kind; but a great deal of the 
arable land is unenclosed generally over the whole parish. 

A considerable breadth of muir and low-lying mossy land 


has been reclaimed by draining, and in deepening the main. 


offlets for that purpose ; but the system of thorough draining 
the older arable lands, in some places, still remains to be car- 
ried out by fresh enterprise. : 

Cattle Stock—The chief cattle stock consists of the pure 
Aberdeenshire breed, and what are considered good polled 
stock are to be found on the farms of Ardhuncart and Mid 
Clova, where there are herds of great purity. Short-horned 
cattle are kept for crossing with the native breed, and the cross 
cattle have been found to be the most profitable stock. 

Sheep.—There are few sheep kept in the parish. The hill 
grazings of the Braidshaw, and some fields on the home farm 
of Clova, being the only ground suitable for that purpose. 


. Mansion Houses. | | 
The House of Clova is a large and very commodious building. 
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Its situation is In an open position, on the lower slope of the 
hills which form the south-eastern base of “the Buck,” and is 
surrounded by an extensive chain of plantations of different 
kinds of wood. These plantations cover a large area of both 
high and low-lying ground, and they appear to be well distri- 
- buted both for shelter and ornament,and eae interspersed with 
the naturally fertile fields of the personal farm, Clova House 
is equal, if not superior, to the best residence in the country. 

ildrummy Cottage stands on*the north edge of the beauti- 
fully wooded ravine which separates it from the old castle. It 
is built in the Elizabethan style of architecture, and from its 
romantic sityation, has many pleasing attractions as a sum- 
mer residence, | 

The Manse of Kildrummy is a modern building, and along 
with the Church, and about six acres of glebe land, stands on 
the north or left bank of the Don, in a very desirable situa- 
tion, but not very convenient for those who reside in the nor- 
thern division of the parish. 

The ruins of the ancient Castle of Kildrummy stand at the 
top of the ridge near where it joins the mountain, and between 
the Den on the south of the Green Style, and the Den which 
is close on the north side of the ruin. Ey 

Tradition bears that the castle originally consisted of one 
great circular tower, five floors or stories in height, called the 
“Snow Tower,” which stands in the north-western corner of the 
ruin. The principal and only gate was guarded by two towers, 
on the western side. The northern side was secured by 
the steep banks of the brook in the Den. On the east and 
south sides were deep artificial ditches, and the whole en- 
closing an area of about four acres is in the form of an unequal 
sided pentagonal figure. Besides the Snow Tower, and the 
two gate towers, there appears something like the remains of 
other four towers of different form, and most probably height 
for protecting the intervening buildings, which seem to have 
been but two stories high. © 

_In the middle of the eastern wall, the Chapel may be dis- 
tinguished by the peculiar form of the windows above the altar, 
consisting of three long narrow slits. From the interior of 
the ruin there may be still traced a subterranean vaulted 
passage, of sufficient height for horses, leading to the bed of 
the brook, although the exterior opening of this passage now 
anes much above its level: The remains of the outer walls 
ot the castle show them to have been about four feet thick, 
built of run lime, and the outside courses faced with regularly 
squared freestone blocks of fine quality and aaa 

Y 
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Hirde Houses.—Several of these interesting vestiges of an- 
tiquity at-one time existed on the Muirs of Kildrummy, nearly 
two miles to the north-east of the castle, but “ we are unable 
to guess at what era of our history those subterranean abodes — 
were necessary, and whcther the necessity was occasioned b 
the weakness or pusillaneousness of the people, or whether 1t 
arose from the dread of a foreign or domestic foe.” * “ Their 
number is considerable, but not certainly ascertained, for the 
people, who have lately become the improvers of the ground, 

iscover, from time to time, one unobserved before. Their 
entrance, commonly from the western end, is ‘not larger than 
may be shut by many of the greater stones scattered over the 
moor.” ‘The inside of the largest seen measures nearly 20 feet 
in length, and about seven feet in breadth at the floor; the 
walls are about four feet high, of rough blocks, laid without 
mortar of any kind, inclining to each other from the founda- 
tion, so as to be covered at the surface of the ground with flag 
stones three fect in length, above which the excavated earth 
has been carelessly thrown, and in outward appearance that of 
a shapeless hillock, suggesting no idea of its contents. On the 
same muir there is a rude stone, standing about nine feet high 
above ground, and from three to four feet in circumference, 
but there is no tradition concerning it. 

The Church stands upon a green mound or hillock, which 
forms the burying ground. nder the aisle of the church, 
which is on the south side, there is a burial vault, in which 
the remains of the members of the Mar family are said to have 
been laid—notably the “ embalmed body of a lady, who lay 
there in a perfect state of preservation till about the year 1746, 
when some gentlemen of the County, idle by the distractions 
of the period, carried off the body, for some more minute in- 
spection than the accommodation about the church afforded.” 

he body is said to have been dismembered, and a leg and a 
thigh sent over to Rome. It is supposed to have been the 
body either of Christian, the wife of Graitney, Earl of Mar, and 
sister of King Robert Bruce, or of Isabel Douglas, daughter of - 
Margaret of Mar, who, about the year 1400, gave her hand, 
with the castle and whole domains, to Alexander Stewart, na- — 
tural son of the Earl of Buchan. 


Roads. 


The Strathdon turnpike road intersects the central parts of 
the parish from the old Mossat toll-bar to Cookshill and the 
Den of Kildrummy; the high, or hill road to the Cabrach, 


* Old Statistical Account of Kildrummy, Vol. XVIIL., p. 419. 
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runs along the northern boundary by Toadstone and the Sil- 
verfords on the burn of the Buck; and the Muirs of Kildrum- 
my road runs nearly the whole length of the parish from south 
to north. The Brux, or south-castern division, is not so well. 
accommodated, there being no bridge across the Don for wheeled 
vehicles. 

The inn and market stance of Kildrummy is within about 
10 miles of the Alford Railway Station, which is 29} miles 
from Aberdeen, and about the same distance, 10 miles, from 
Se Gartly Railway Station, which is 353 miles from Aber- 

een. 
Markets and Fairs. 


There are Fairs held on ground beside the inn of Kildrum- 
my for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep on the third Mon- 
day of every month in the year except October. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


The Kildrummy Inn, the only one in the parish, is an ex- - 
cellent half-way house between Alford and Strathdon. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KILDRUMMY, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14mm MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from voluntary Contributions and Church Collections,. £158 3 1 














Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; ‘ 212 6 
Total receipts, . fs 4 ; : : . £16015 7 
; | Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £161 19 04 
Medical Relief, . ‘ , ‘ : : ; 5 5 0 
Management, . ; ; , ‘ 779 
Excess of expenditure over income, . : ; ; ; 13 16 24 
Total expenditure, . : : : : . £174 11 93 


Ce eet anaengaisananpetecantionatneenesnenneeerare ted 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





- Relieved during the year. Died or ceased tO) Casual Poor. 


Population receive is Fatuous 
in 2 es ee ‘ or 
1861. Depend- Regis- Depend- Other Depend-| Insane. 

Males. | Females. | Total. | “14, — atta: ee ante. 
590 7 8 15 17 2 3 0 0 2 





This is an unassessed parish. 
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IIl—CIVIL HISTORY. 


No satisfactory record exists of the construction of Kildrummy 
Castle, neither can we trace the different parts of the original 
building to any author, previous to the reign of Alexander 
II., who, having appointed the Bishop of: Caithness to be 
his Treasurer in the north of Scotland, that Prelate, during his 
tenure of office, is said to have built the seven towers of which 
the ruins are now extant. 

William the Lion created his brother, David, Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, in England, and Lord of the Garioch, in the Peerage 
of Scotland, the latter title carrying with it the property of 
Kildrummy Castle. 

David’s second daughter, Isabella, brought the property in 
dower to her husband, Robert Bruce, Lord of Aunandale; and — 
his grandson, Robert the Bruce, gave it to his sister, Christian, 
the wife of Graitney, Earl of Mar. 7 

Sir William Wallace, after his defeat at Falkirk (1298), is 
said to have passed several days within its walls. | 

Bobert Bruce was crowned on the 29th March, 1306; but 
after losing the battle of Methven, he became a wanderer ; and 
his Queen, with the Countess of Buchan, took up their quar- 
ters in Kildrummy Castle, the only one left open to them in 
the north. The King left the ail in charge of his younger 
brother, Nigel Bruce, and the Earl of Athol, when it was 
besieged in the same year by Edward the First, but on the 
alarm being given, the Queen fled, and with Lady Marjory, 
daughter of the King by a former marriage, took refuge in the 
Monastery of St. Duthac, near Tain. The castle, after being 
peace defended, was surrendered, in consequence of a con- 

agration taking place in the ee which was used as a 


forage store,* and caused the immediate fall of the place. The 


gallant Nigel Bruce, younger brother to the King, and his 
cousin, the Earl of Athol, falling into the hands of the be- 
slegers, were soon afterwards put to death at Berwick. a 
Kildrummy Castle was recovered by King Robert, before 
his death ; but Edward Baliol, while in possession of the Scot-_ 
tish crown in 1334, conferred the Earldom of Mar, and the 


* «* Tradition reports that the chappel was occupied as a magazine of forage, 
during the noted siege, by the forces of Edward I., in the year 1306; that 
when Robert I., and his wife and daughter, were understood to have made 
their escape, by means of the covered way, to the county of Ross, the besiegers 
despaired of success, when a piece of red hot iron, thrown through this window 
into the forage, occasioned such destruction by the conflagration, that the castle 
was won by surprise and storm,”—Statistical Account of Kildrummy, 1793. 
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Castle of Kildrummy, upon Richard Talbot,* son-in-law of 
Comyn, Lord of Badenoch ; and it subsequently became the 
prison of Duncan, Earl of Fife, who was captured at Perth, 
soon after the battle of Dupplin. 7 : 

About the time of King Robert’s death, Kildrummy Castle 
was in possession of his sister, Lady Christian Bruce, widow of 
Graitney, Earl of Mar, who married Sir Andrew Murray, 
Knight of Liddesdale ; and being one of the feur castles which 
held out for David Bruce, it was attacked by David Comyn, 
Earl of Athol, but he being alarmed at Murray’s appearance, 
the siege was raised, and, marching to encounter the “Regents 
forces, he lost his life, and his army was totally routed in the 
battle of Kilblane. 

King David II. returned from France in 1341, after an ex- 
patriation and captivity of 11 years ; and on the 20th June of 
that year visited Kildrummy Castle; he also visited it in 
August and November, 1342. He passed the autumn of 1361, 
and most part of the following year, in Aberdeenshire, and in 
consequence of a quarrel with Thomas, son of Donald, Earl of 
Mar, he besieged and took Kildrummy Castle. Earl Thomas 
incurred the forfeiture of his estates ; but on obtainin pene 
they were restored, and returning to his native land, he died 
at Kildrummy, and was buried under the eastern wing of the 
castle. In 1365, David II. was again at Kildrummy, but no 
event of importance appears to ‘have occurred during this 
visit. 

Up to the beginning of the 15th century, the castle con- 
tinued to be the property of the Mar family ; but on the death 
of Earl Thomas, Margaret, Countess of Douglass, succeeded ; 
and in 1403 her husband, Earl Douglass, brother to the late 
Queen of Scotland, having been, when residing at Kildrummy, 
attacked by a band of ruftans, and imprisoned in its dungeons, 
where he speedily terminated his existence. “Alexander 


* There is a traditional tale told, that “The Earl of Mar had invited over 
from England, the most celebrated pugilist of the mat to afford sport to the 
family, and to the gentlemen of the country, and published an edict, that a 
Severe penalty or fine should be laid on the country unless a man could be | 
found to combat this bruiser ; when a peasant named M‘Hardy, from Strath- 
don, was fixed on. At the appointed day, M‘Hardy appeared at Kildrummy, 
clothed in flannel jerken, kilt, and bonnet, when the bully laughed immoder- 
ately at his grotesque appearance, and even spurned him with contempt. 
Everything in preparation, and the ring formed, the combatants set to, but at 
the first or second round the bully laid his opponent on the ground, and seemed 
quite unconcerned, when at the third ound M ‘Hardy being warmed, rushed 
on his antagonist in an attitude of prowess, and almost buried his head in the 
belly of the pugilist ; then, with his right hand, grasped his side with such 
firmness, that he broke several of his ribs, and brought them along with his 
hand, which he held aloft with the bleeding contents, while his countenance 
beamed with a savage wildness at the victory.”—Laing’s Donean Tourist. 
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Stuart, the natural son of the Earl of Buchan, was suspected of 
having been the instigator of this barbarous and lawless out- 
rage. He soon afterwards appeared before the castle with a 
band of freebooters, carried it by assault, and, whether by 
violence or persuasion, obtained in marriage the widowed 
-Countess, To allay the ferment of popular opinion, and to 
ive a favourable colour to his usurpation, this ferocious 
escendant of the ‘Wolf of Badenoch’ obtained the following 
scene to be enacted:—Stuart appeared at the gate, and was 
there met by the Countess, Margaret, of Mar, who, in presence 
of the Bishop of Ross, and of the vassals and tenantry, as- ~ 
_ sembled for the occasion, received from him the keys of the 
castle, declaring that he freely gave them, to be disposed of as 
she pleased. The Countess then, as had been previously ar- 
ranged, declared that she chose Alexander Stuart as her hus- 
band, and gave him in marriage the Earldom of Mar, with the 
Sete of Kildrummy, and the lands pertaining to that noble 
amily.” 

Upon the death of Stuart, without heirs male, the Erskines 
claimed the Earldom ; but James IJ. bestowed it on his son, 
John, who, dying unmarried, it was given by James III. to his 
favourite, Robert Cochrane, a weak and silly nobleman, whom 
the Earl of Angus hanged over the parapet of the Bridge of 
Lauder. James III. bestowed the Earldom on his son, John, 
notwithstanding the claims of the Erskines. Sir Robert 
Erskine aime the Earldom in 1486, and in support of that 
claim he besieged and took the castle in 1442. Por about a 
century the castle and domain continued in the Erskine 
family ; but on it again becoming the property of the, Crown, 
Queen Mary bestowed the title upon her natural brother, James 
Stuart, afterwards Regent Murray, in 1565. Five years pre- 
vious to the assassination of Murray, Mary recognised the claim 
of the Erskines, and the Mar title has continued in that family 
ever since. 

John Erskine, Earl of Mar, succceded to the title and estates 
in 1712, and in the following year was appointed Secretary of 
State to Queen Anne; but after her death, deserting the House 
of Hanover, he erected the standard of the Stuarts at Braemar,. 
in 1715; and after the battle of Sheriffmuir, his estates were 
forfeited, and the Castle of Kildrummy passed into other 
hands. Disappointed at his vassals not following their lord, 
he addressed the following letter to John Forbes, the Baillie 
of Kildrummy—*“ a document very characteristic of the power 
exercised by a feudal baron of the time” :— | 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF KILDRUMMY. 807 


INVERCAULD, Sept. 9, at night, 17165. 


Jockz,— Ye was right not to come with the hundred men ye sent up to- 
night, when I expected four times that number. It is a pretty thing, when 
all the Highlands of Scotland are now rising upon their King and country’s 
account, as I have accounts from them since they were with me, and the gen- 
tlemen of the neighbouring Lowlands expecting us down to join them, that m 
men should only be refractory. Is not this the thing we are now about which 
they have been wishing these twenty-six years? And now, when it.is come, 
and the King and the country’s cause is at stake, will they for ever sit still and 
see all perish ? I have used gentle means too long, and shall be forced to put 
other means into execution. I have sent you sriehosed an order for the lord- 
ship of Kildrummy, which you are immediately to intimate to all my vassals ; 
if they give ready obedience, it will make some amends, and if not, ye may tell 
them from me, that it will not be in my power to save them (were I willing) 
from being treated as enemies, by those who are ready soon to join me; and 
they may depend on it, that I will be the first to propose and order their being 
so. Particularly, let my own tenants in Kildrummy know, that if they come 
not forth with their best arms, that I will send a party immediately to burn 
what they shall miss taking from them. And they may believe this only a 
threat, but by all that’s sacred, [ll put it in execution, let my loss be what it 
will, that it may be an example to others. You arc to tell the gentlemen, that 
Vl expect them in their best accoutrements, on horseback, and no excuse to 
be accepted of. Go about this with diligence, and come yourself, and let me 
know your having done so. All this is not only as ye will be answerable to 
me, but to your King and country. 


Your assured friend and servant, 


MAR. 
To Joun Fores, of Inveran, 


Baillie of Kildrummy. 


The forfeiture of John, Earl of Mar, in 1716, terminated the 
connection of his family with Kildrummy, which had so long 
been their property, and subsequently of the Erskines, who 
succeeded to the titles and estates of the Earls of Mar. 

In 1731 the castle and estate of Kildrummy became the 
roperty of John Gordon of Wardhouse, by purchase from 
ames Erskine of Grange, advocate, and David Erskine of 

Dun, one of the Senators of the College of Justice, then joint- 
proprietors of the Mar estates. The Kildrummy estate has 
continued to be the property of the Wardhouse family, and 
oo present proprietor is Carlos Pedro Gordon, Esq. of Ward- 
house. 

Brux, possessed of old by the Camerons, till, in the reign of 
King James I., Alexander (commonly called Alaster Gam), 
fourth son to Sir John Forbes of Druminnor (commonly called 
Sir John with the Black Lip), now represented by the Lord 
Forbes, married the heiress of Sir Hugh Cameron of Brux, and 
thereby obtained not Brux only, but a Glenconrie, and Glen- 
carvie in Strathdon parish. This Master Cam was in long 
disgrace with the Earl of Mar for the slaughter of Mowat of 
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| Balquhollie,* but, at last, being reconciled to him, obtained — 
this marriage by his favour. : . 


ITI.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


“ In the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” the Church of 
Kildrummy is described as “ formerly a chappel dedicated to 
St. Bride, and, since enlarged, called The Chappel in the Loch, 
being situated upon an eminence, surrounded on all sides with 
a marish, except to the north-east, all which is now. moss and 
meadow ground. There isa fine aisle, or vault, upon the south 
side of the Church, where the family of the Lords Elphinstone 
had their burial place.” The position of the Church is not 
convenient for the parishioners 1n the northern division of the 
parish. The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £24 
a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £12. Stipend, with allow- 
ance for communion elements, about £160. The parochial 
schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £10. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Carlos Pedro Gordon, Wardhouse, chairman ; George B. Watt 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There is but one school in the parish, and 148 
scholars. Population, 1871, 660. 

Parochial Registers—A register of marriages, baptisms, and 
of discipline, with an account of the poor’s money, was com- 
menced in 1675, but has been very irregularly kept, blanks 
occurring occasionally for years. 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


Amonc the objects of antiquity are a number of those ancient _ 
abodes on the muirs of Kildrummy, called Eirde Houses, before 
described ; but we are unable to trace at what era of our his- 
tory these subterranean places were occupied, or whether they 
were occupied as abodes of security against the inroads of 
foreign or domestic foes. On the same moor there is a large 
cylindrical stone, between three and four feet in circumference, 
and about nine feet high, without any markings upon it, also 
previously described. 

The church of Kildrummy is supposed to have been built 

* The Mowat of Balquhollie, in Turriff, here referred to, was also of Aber- 


geldie, and an account of his slaughter is given in the Civil History of i 
and Braemar parish. : 7 a aa 
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even before the castle, and probably before freestone was 
known to exist in the parish, as the walls are built of the 
common whinstone collected from the adjoining moors. At 
Templeton there was formerly an inn, and, with some land 
adjacent, 1s said to have been possessed by a body of Knight’s 
Templars.* On Macker’s Haugh, south of the Don, there are 
the remains of a chapel, dedicated to St. Macarius, and on 
-Chapelhaugh of Glenkindy there are the remains of Chapel 
Ronald... On the muirs of Clova there is the Battle-hillock, 
where a battle is said to have been fought betwixt Bruce and 
the English, and near to this place St. bakes Chapel is said to 
have stood. 

In closing our history of the antiquities of Kildrummy, we 
must again revert to its castle, so eisnated in Scottish history 
as the Palace of Kings, and in doing so we take leave to 
transcribe the very graphic and accurate account of the ruin 
given by Sir Andrew Leith Hay :-— 

“The Castle has evidently not only been of great extent, 
but of much architectural magnificence. Unfortunately some 
of the finest parts of the building now exist but in their ruined 
basements, and the ‘ Snow Tower, at the north-west corner 
of the quadrangle—by all accounts the most ancient, most 
important, and noblest portion of the Castle—is more dilapi- 
dated and fallen. Some idea of its former state may, however, 
be formed from the masonry of its base, the thickness of its 
walls, and its extensive area; nor can there exist a doubt that 
this must have been a conspicuous and highly ornamental 
feature of the building. 

“ The entrance to the Castle forms-the centre of the southern 
side of the quadrangle ; it has been flanked by towers. The 
court-yard is very extensive, and five towers, exclusive of those 
at the entrance, formerly defended the outer wall. Four of 
these marked the angles of this noble building. The ‘ Snow 
Tower’ stood out more prominently from the general outline 
of the Castle than any of the others ; and the fifth tower was 
constructed near to it, but more in a line with the western 
face of the fortress. The tower now in the best state of pre- 
servation is that to the north-east; and when its extent, 
height, and proportions are considered, some estimate may be 
formed of what the ‘Snow Tower’ must have been, when it 
greatly surpassed in importance this certainly very fine speci- 
men of the architecture of the time. 

“ Kildrummy Castle stands between two ravines, called the 
north and south Dens, A brook issuing from the former 

* Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections, M.S. 
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washes the base of the ridge on which the building stands, 
the ground falling precipitously towards the north, i addi- 
_ tional strength and protection to that part of the fabric, while 
@ moat encircling its western, southern, and eastern faces, b 

being flooded, rendered the approach of assailants more hazard- 


ous and difficult. A a Nora but not well authenticated im- 


pression has prevaile that a subterranean passage existed, 
giving egress from the vaults of the Castle. This appears to 
ea mistake; a foot path, excavated in the bank, and built u 
on each side, without being arched, formerly led from the bac 
of the great hall to the burn in the north Den, but the stones 
falling from the building having been removed, and the path- 
way clearly traced out, no appearance of an entrance to the 
underground parts of the Castle, if any such existed, could be 
discovered. The great hall in the northern part of the build- 
ing can still be traced with accuracy, forming an oblong of 
73 feet by 40. The chapel, with its great window to the east, 
is also distinctly marked, its length being 35 feet by 20. The 
hall has contained four windows facing to the north, and at its 
north-east angle are the remains of a spiral staircase. The 
eastern front, including the towers, extends to the length of 
180 feet; the northern to 262 feet. The distance from the 
chapel window to the nearest wall of the ‘Snow Tower’ is 200 
feet. The ‘Snow Tower’ 55 fect in diameter, that to the north- 
east being 34 fect at its base. There appears to be no satis- 
factory record of the first constructed part of the castle; the 
original building was veer) of great antiquity, nor can 
the additions and alterations made from time to time be au- 
thenticated until the reign of Alexander IL, who, having ap- 
pointed St. Gilbert, Bishop of Caithness, to be his treasurer in 
the North of Scotland, and to him may be assigned the credit 
of building the ‘ seven towers’ of Kildrummy Castle, of which 
the ruins are now oxtant.” Architecture in these times being 
much studied by the more educated portion of the clergy. 


PARISH OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL. 


PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL—Synop oF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
KINCARDINE is derived from the Gaelic Ceann-na-cearn, 


which signifies cither “ the head of the hill,” or the head of the . 


© 
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quarter, region, or district. Q’Neil is said to have been de- 
rived from the hud of Oneil, viz., the lands of Coule, Kin- 
cragy and le Corss, which in 1234 belonged to Colin Durward, 
Lord of Oneil, and that Kincarden, as the name is uniformly 
written in old deeds, was appointed to be “the head place of 
the district of Onele, in all time coming.” 


Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Tough and Cluny ; 
on the east by Midmar and Banchory-Ternan; on the south 
by the river Dee and the parish of Birse, and part of Aboyne ; 
and on the west by Aboyne and Lumphanan. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish from north to south, and 
in a direct line from the haugh of Sluie on the Dee, to the 
boundary with Tough on the hills of Corrennie, is nearly eight 
miles; and the greatest breadth, also a direct line, from Cor- 
fedly on the east, to the Slock of Dess on the west, is seven 
miles; and the whole area is computed to be 18,260 acres, 
417 dees. 

Topography. 

The parish extends along the north or left bank of the Dee, 
from Sluie to Mill of Dess; and along this portion of the river 
the valley is narrow, except at the haughs of Sluic, below the 
bridge of Potarch, and at the haughs and village of Kincardine. 
The lills of Dalhakie, Craiglash, Tillydrine, Ordfundlie, and 
Wester Kincardine, run parallel to the Dee, and in many 
places rise peli almost from the edge of the river. The 
central valley of the parish is formed by the burn of Beltie, 
from the eastern boundary of the parish at Glassel, in 
Banchory-Ternan, to the source of the stream, in the braes of 
Tolmaads, on the western slopes of Corrennie. Along the lower 
ate of its course, there are the broad haughs of Easter 

eltie, Craigmyle, and Torphins, while in its upper course the 
valley is narrowed by the lower irregular slopes of the Learney 
hills on the east, Stranduff on the west, and by the higher 
lying slopes of the Broomhill and of Tolmaads, on the Cluny 
boundary. 

The lowest point in the parish, at the haughs of Sluie, is 240 
feet above sea level; the rocks of Inchbare, at the bridge of 
Potarch, is 270 feet; the church of Kincardine O’Neil is 324 
feet ; and the bridge on the water of Dess, at Mill of Dess, is 
363 feet. The lowermost point on the burn of Beltie, at 
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Glassel, is 341 feet above sea level; the junction of the Rae- 
moir road with the Learney road, at Mid Beltie, is 490 feet ; 
and the bridge of Dubbs, on the Tarland road, near Tornaveen, 
is 613 feet. — 
._  Theridge of hills running west from Fare, and north-west 

of the house of Learney, may be considered a continuation of 
that hill The ridge of the hill above Tillenturk is 1,091 
feet above sea level; the house of Learney is 830 feet; and 
highest point of the ridge, west of the house, is 1,150 feet. The 
top of Ben-na-cailliche, i. e, “the old woman’s mountain,” 
forms the western termination of the Corrennie Hills, and is 
1,621 feet above sea level, and the highest mountain in the 
parish. 

Names of Places. 

Although the Gaelic language is not spoken in this parish, 
it may be interesting to know, that from it a good many of 
the names are taken, or said to be derived. For instance 
there is Tillenturk (Tulach-an-tuirc), “ the knoll of the wild 
boar;” Tolmaads, “the old maid’s hole;” Pitmedden (Pit- 
meadhon), “the middle hollow;” Tornaveen (Torr-na-ab- 
Lr “the conical hill near the stream ;” Dalavaird (Dail-a- 
bhaird), “the field of the bard;” Torphins (Torr-fionm), “ the 
white conical hill,” or the ase near it; Craigour (Creag-na- 
gobhar ), “the rock of the wild goats;” Dess (Da-uisge),the place 
at the “two waters ;” Dubbs (Dhub), or “the black stream ;” 
Pitcullen (Pit-cuillin), “the hound’s hollow;” Ordfundlie 
(Ard-fon-da-choille), “the height of the two woods;” and 
Craigmyle (Creag-maol), “the bare rocks.” All these names 
are of Celtic origin, descriptive of the particular spot ; though 
different etymologists aad toponomists will give different ex- 
planations of the names of places, as to which there is often 
more imagination than knowledge. 


Geology and Soils. 


Granite forms considerable tracts of the lower and higher 
parts of the parish, from the hill of Fare, to the western 
ridges of Corrennie ; and, generally, greenstone and claystone 
porphyry occupies the division between the Dee and the burn 
of Beltie. The granite of the hill of Fare and Corrennie is of 
a light a colour, composed of felspar, quartz, and mica; and 
the rock is found in masses and vepalar beds, separated by 
fissures or ae and frequently covered by disintegrated 
blocks, small stones, gravel and sand, composed of the decom- 
posed rock. On Wester Beltie, granite of a greyish colour is 
to be found, along with blocks and masses of common green- 
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stone, which contain veins of calcareous spar, quartz, red 
hematite, and other minerals. Greenstone occurs in exten- 
sive overlying blocks and in beds, and is very generally distri- 
buted along both sides of the valley, by Morphing raigour, 
Easter Beltie, Dalhaikie, and on the Rakes ground along the 
valley of the Dee. The mineralogical composition and struc- 
ture of the greenstone rock exhibits two distinct varieties, be- 
sides the common. First, where the grains or crystals are very 
minute, the rock has a basaltic structure, and passes into clink- 
stone of the trap series; and second, where the crystals of the 
rock are large, with felspar predominant, it assumes the aspect 
of a yellowish-brown syenite, presenting crystals having a shin- 
ing bronze lustre, and a slightly laminated structure. 

n the bed of the Dee, at Potarch, there appears a remark- 
able dike, or elvan course, of ee granite and claystone, 
of great hardness, and of a darkish red or purple colour. It 
forms part of the great vein of porphyry which crosses the 
country from the Grampians to Benachie, and like all porphy- 
ritic beds, runs in a straight course, “their sides being in 
general parallel with each other,” and not characterised like 
those veins of granite which often have a tortuous shape, by 
sending out multitudes of small veins and threads into adjoin- 
ing strata. To define the outline of this porphyry vein, owing 
to the covered-up state of the country, would be difficult ; 
therefore we can only say, that its direction can be indicated 
by a line running from “ Clochnaben ” to the “ Mither Tap ” of 
Benachie; and on this line the rock appears (either in strata 
or in boulders) on the Menaway ridge, on the Corrennie Hills, 
bordering on Tough, and on the ridges of Drumlawsie, Wester 
and Mid Beltie, and Tillydrine, in this parish; and on the 
Clunes, in Birse. From the main mass there extends two 
veins or dikes, one to the east, which runs into the hill of 
Trustach, in Banchory-Ternan ; and another on the west may 
_ be traced in the direction of Lumphanan. The mineralogical 
character of this porphyry has but a limited range. The most 
of it consists of a red felspar base, with imbedded crystals, 
and has a general diffusion of hornblende. In the detached 
blocks, there may be detected rocks having a different aspect, 
some of which are more or less covered with hornblende, 
abounding in minute specks of iron pyrites; another kind is 
met with, which is formed of a compact reddish-brown felspar, 
embodying minute crystals of green hornblende ; while another 
kind has a very compact purplish base, in which are included 
well defined crystals of yellowish-white felspar, and blackish- 
, brown mivaceous scales, and concretions of massive quartz. 
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Having thus described the chief rocky masses which occur 
in the district, we shall now describe the few deposits of allu- 
vial matters which require notice. First, there are the exten- 
sive gravel and sand beds. forming the haughs of Sluie and 
Kincardine, skirting the north banks of the Dee for a distance 
of about two miles, and sufficiently high above the bed of the 
stream as to be safe from floods; then there are the rich allu- 
vial haughs of Easter Beltie and Craigmyle, on the lower parts 
of the burn of Beltie, which are occasionally flooded by this 
somewhat impetuous stream. Considerable deposits of moss 
‘and mossy soil are to be found on the lower parts of the Green 
Burn of Campfield, and on Craigmyle; and in the hollow be- 
tween Easter Beltie and Craiglash, below the old ruin of 
Castle Maude, there is a large deposit of spongy moss of a very 
worthless kind; and on the higher grounds bordering the 
hills of Fare and Corrennie, peat at one time was very gene- 
rally distributed, both in the hollows and on the hill tops, but 
on the lower parts of these hills most of it has now disap- 
peared, and the ground brought into cultivation. 

Soils—The soil along the lower cultivated ground in the 
valley of the Dee, may be called a sandy loam, of various de- 
grees of fertility ; on the higher ground, and where the decom- 
position of the rocks, along with a gravelly clay subsoil, the 
soil, in an agricultural sense, is generally fertile. In the valley 
of the Beltic, where there are large deposits of alluvial matter 
on gravel and moss, we have the richest soils in the parish. 
On the northern division, where in many places the lower hills 
are covered with a diluvial envelop of sand and gravel, with 
beds of clay, the soil is well fitted for growing rich crops of 
corn, turnips, and grass; and on the higher cultivated hill 
slopes, on the same granitic formation, and when the decom- 
posed rocks are not in excess, the soil produces a fair amount of 
agricultural wealth, in favourable seasons; but altogether, 
where there is such an uneven surface, there must be a great 
_ variety of soils. 


Hydrography. 


The river Dee bounds the parish on the south, for a distance 
of about 43 miles, following the windings of the stream. The 
lower course of the water of Dess bounds the parish on the 
west with Aboyne, for the distance of a little over one mile. 
The lower course of the burn of Beltie bounds the parish on the 
east with Banchory-Ternan, for about a mile above the bridge of 
Cannie; and the burn of Corfedley bounds it on the east, also 
with Banchory-Ternan, for nearly two miles above Glassel, which 


ARBORICULTURE AND BOTANY. - 815 


is in Kincardineshire. The burn of Beltie divides the parish 
into nearly equal parts....For about three miles above Wester 
_ Beltie, it forms the boundary of the parish with Lumphanan ; 

and the whole length of the stream, in connection with the 
yarish, from its source, to the lowest point on the Glassel 
boundary. is about 54 miles. The burns of Tillenturk and 
Birselawsie have their sources on the Learney division of the 
yarish, and form tributaries of the burns of Corsindae and the 

on, which fall into the Don between Monymusk and Kem- 
nay. Besides these bounding strcams, there arc numerous 
smaller streamlets, the names or the courses of which it is. un- 
necessary to mention, further than to say, that along with 
numerous perennial springs, the parish is generally well sup- 
plied with water. The burn of Dess propels the machinery of 
the Mill of Dess; the Beltie propels the machinery of several 
mills on its upper course; and the small streams between 
Learney and Craigmyle, and between Craigmyle and Camp- 
field, are turned to useful account for propelling machinery 
connected with agriculture, and for manufacturing timber. 

The Dee abounds with salmon and trout of difterent kinds, 
and in this parish the river 1s fished only by the rod. The 
burn of Beltie is well supplied with common burn trout, and 
in some of the pools the pearl mussel is to be found. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The tops and southesn slopes of the ridges or hills of Dal- 
haikie, Conglash, Tillydrine, and part of Ordfundlie, were, un- 
- til recently, covered with Scots firs, partially mixed with larch 
and spruce, intersperscd with masses of natural birch on the 
lower slopes along the valley of the river, presenting woodland 
scenery of the finest description. The grounds of Kincardine 
Lodge, and the steep banks of the river, by Borrowstown, on 
the east of the village, and Desswood on the west, are well 
wooded, and the plantations are of a very ornamental descrip- 
tion. The higher ground on Desswood and Wester Kincardine 
are partially covered with old Scots firs and larch, while the 
younger Scots fir severe on Dess ¢ Sd to be in a thriv- 
ing state. The plantations on the northern face of the hill of 
Ordfundlie and Stranduff, and also the full grown wood on the 
hill of Easter Beltie have been cut down, and which has not 
improved the appearance of this part of the parish. In the 
valley north of Torphins, and on the lower slopes of the hills 
of Wester Beltie an ie espe iy a good deal of the full grown 
timber has been cut down; but on the higher ground, west, 
north, and east of Learney, there are extensive plantations of 
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Scots firs and larch standing at an elevation of from 600 to 
1,150 feet above sea level. On the western parts of Kebbaty, 
in this parish, a great extent of the hill ground on the south- 
western face of the Corrennie has recently been planted, 
chiefly with Scots firs, which have a very thriving appearance. 
In the private grounds of Learney there is a fine variety of 
hardwood trees, which, along with clumps and belts composed 
of Scots firs and spruce, have produced highly attractive wood- 
land scenery. The lower-lying plantations on Craigmyle are 
well mixed with some fine old ash and beech trees, while the 
higher plantations on the south-western slopes of Fare consist 
chiefly of detached clumps of Scots firs, The woods of Camp- 
field occupy the southern slopes of Fare, and some of the 
lower ground. They consist of Scots firs and larch of fair 

rowth for their age, but a good many of the trees seem to 
have been rather prematurely cut down. The higher hill tops 
of Fare and Corrennie are Bleak and bare, and of little value, 
affording but scant pasturage either for sheep or cattle, being 
mostly covered with moss, rocks, and heath. On parts of the 
lower uncultivated ground on Campfield and Dalhaikie the 
holly appears indigenous, and the natural birch and alder 
trees appear along the banks of the Dee. 

Botany.— Although the soil varies all over the parish, and 
some of the hills are of considerable height, the botanical pro- 
ductions are not different, and not so varied as those contained 
in the lists of plants which we have given for the adjoining 
parishes of Lumphanan and Aboyne on the west, nor of that 
of Birse on the south. 

Farms and Farming. 

‘Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. atand above No. atandabove No. at and above No. at andabove No. at and above 
of veatly rent. and andee £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 


24 56 37 37 22 
And five occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of the Parish of Kincardine O’Neil, 


year 1872-73, ; , : ‘ ‘ i ; ‘ £9,191 110 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 
Woodlands, : : , ; ; ey ‘ 795 9 4 
Do. Shootings and Fishings where let, ‘ j i 23 0 0 
Do. Mills, Shops, Inns, &c., - : 2 ' as 126 0 0 
Do. Houses let from year to year, and under £4 rent 263 11 0 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, aa 437 17 6 
Do. Deeside Extension Railway, : ; ‘ ‘ 557 0 0 
Total value, : ; ; : . £11,393 19 8 
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| Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 a-year :— 


Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Innes, of Learney. 
John Gordon, Esq. of Craigmyle. 
Mrs. Isabella Gordon, of Kincardine Lodge. 

The Trustees of the late Francis Gordon, of Kincardine. 

Patrick Davidson, Esq. of Dalhaikie. — 

Captain John Gordon, of Cluny, Kebbaty. 

James and John Smith, Tolmaads, proprietors under the Valuation Act. 
William N. Fraser, Esq. of Tornaveen. 

The Trustees of the late James Allan, of Mid-Beltie. 

Miss Wilhelmina A. Scott, of Campfield. 

William Adam, Esq. of Easter-Beltie. 

William Lamond, Esq. of Stranduff. 

Francis Garden Fraser, Esq. of Findrack. 

Francis Farquharson, Esq. of Finzean, Wester Kincardine. 

Alexander Davidson, Esq. of Desswood. 


And 33 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—With the exception of two farms, which are let 
tinder improving leases, the leases run for a period of 19 years. 
The fifth-shift course of cropping is in general followed, the 
land, under this rotation, being allowed to remain two years 
in grass, after which one crop of oats is taken, then turnips, 
followed by oats and bear, with grass seeds. In some cases the 
sixth-shift is followed, and under this rotation the land lies 
three years in grass, after which only one crop of oats is taken, 
and than turnips, followed by oats and bear, sown with grass 
seeds. The soil, in general, being light,. is very favourable to 
the growth of turnips, and the culture of that crop is well 
attended. to. Bone manure, in combination with farm-yard 
dung, is chiefly used for the turnip crop, and is found to answer 
well. Oats and bear are the only cereal crops raised, and in 
the proportion, probably, of 9-10ths of the former to 1-10th 
of the latter. 

Cattle Stock.—The cattle are, in general, of the old Aber- 
deenshire breed, improved by the introduction of crosses with 
polled animals, West-highlanders, and shorthorns. Few sheep 
of any kind are kept, consequently the system of eating tur- 
nips off the ground by sheep (so advantageous on light dry 
Soils) is less practised than it ought to be. The horses, gene- 
rally, are of a small size, but well suited for the work required 
of them. | 
_ Farm Buildings.—On most of the larger farms the houses 
have been greatly improved within the past 25 years. On not 
a few of the farms they are good well-arranged buildings, with 
slated roofs, but on a good many they are of a mixed kind, in- 

dicating additions and alterations without much en 
| | 
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except a slated roof; and many of those on the braces and hill- 
sides are but old-looking thatched biggings. 

Fences.—There are fewer substantial well-built stone dykes 
than what might be expected in a district where suitable stones 
are so abundant. Comparatively few of the farms dre fully 
fenced with well-built dykes. The plantations, generally, have 
been fenced; but now, when the timber is cut down, the 
fences are left in ruin; and many of the dykes surrounding 
and sub-dividing farms are but ill built cairns. In severa 
places wooden paling is used, even where stones appear to be 
more than plentiful. 

Floods.—The great flood in Dee on the 4th of August, 1829, 
damaged two of the piers of the bridge of Potarch. By the 
floods of 1799 and 1829 the burn of Beltie did much damage 
by covering the crops on the adjoining flat land with mud 
and sand. In 1872 and 1873 the Beltie overflowed nearly 
100 acres of the haughs of Craigour and Easter Beltie, and in 
the latter ycars these floods interrupted the trattic on the Dec- 
side Railway for several days. 

ViLtLAGE.—The Village of Kincardine O’Neil stands on the 
left bank of the Dee, about three miles from the Torphins 
Railway Station. It is pleasantly situated, antl encompassed 
on the west, north, and east by hills of different heights, and 
the finely wooded grounds and ficlds of Kincardine Lodge, 
with the fine broad haughs of Kincardine lying betwixt it and 
the river. The street, which is wide and spacious, is formed 
by the north Deeside road from Aberdcen to Braemar, and the 
distance from Aberdeen is 26 miles by that road. The church 
and manse stand in the centre of the village, a situation ex- 
tremely inconvenient for at least two-thirds of the parishioners, 
being within a few hundred yards of the southern boundary 
of the parish, and distant cight miles from the northern. 
Several attempts have been made to get it removed to Tor- 

hins, which is in the centre of the parish, but without success. ~ 
it 1s now proposed to build a relief church in that thriving 
place, and the proposal is in a fair way of being carried out. 

‘here are two inns in the village, and one at the Torphins 
Railway Station, and several shops throughout the parish. 
where spirits, porter, and ales are sold. By the census of 1871 _ 
the population of the village was 227, but previous to that 
year the village population was included in the parish. 


Roads. 


. The parish is well accommodated with rogds. The chief 
leading roads are the Aberdeen, Aboyne, and Braemar roads, 
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which intersect the parish along the Dee for a distance of 
about four miles ; the Learney road intersects the parish, from 
the Deeside road, near Kincardine, to the Aberdeen and Tar- 
land road on the north of Learney ; and the Raemoir and Lum- 
phanan road runs through the central division, and along the 
valley of the Beltie Water, from east to west. The bridge of 
Potarch crosses the Dee a little below the rocks of Inchbare, 
in the line of the old Military, or Cairn O’Month road. This 
bridge was built in 1812, at an expense of £3,500, one half 
being defrayed by Government, and the other half by subscrip- 
tion. The bridge consists of three arches, the centre span 
being 65 feet, and the two side ones 60 feet each. When all 
the piers were built, and two of the arches thrown, the whole 
was thrown down by some timber-floats when the river was in 
flood, for which the contractor, Mr. Minty, received £1,200 of 
damages, from the owners of the timber. By the flood of 
August, 1829, two of the piers were considerably injured, but 
were afterwards thorou only repaired and bolted with iron 
bars, and in this state it remains. . 

The Glassel Station, on the Deeside Extension Railway, is 
on the eastern boundary of the parish, and 214 miles from 
Aberdeen. The Torphins Station stands very nearly in the 
centre of the parish, and is 24 miles from Aberdeen. , 


Mansion ITouses. 


Kincardine Lodge, as it is called, is a very desirable resi- 
dence, standing in an elevated position a short distance to the 
north-east of the village. Desswood House 1s a modern build- 
ing, standing on the banks of the Dee, on the western boun- 
dary of the parish. The Mansion House of Learncy is in the 
north-west division of the parish, and stands at an elevation 
of 830 feet above sea level. It is a large building, and the 
private grounds are well sheltered on the west and north by the 
extensive wooded hills which half encircle the residence and 
home farm. The House of Craigmyle stands amid well wooded 
grounds to the north of, and 1s slightly elevated above tho 
valley of the Beltie. The house is an old building, but has 
been slightly modernised. The Mansion House and farm of 
Campfield stands in the north-eastern division, on the lower 
slopes of the hill of Fare. It is a large, plain, farm-house 
building, and is usually let along with the farm. 

The Manse of Kincardine O’Niel is a neat modern building, 
with about eight acres of glebe land attached to it. The 
Church, which was built about 10 years ago, stands near the 
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Manse, in the middle of the village, and the Episcopal Chapel 
is in the west end. | | 

| | Markets. 


Two markets are held at the village of Kincardine O’Niel, 
for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep. One on the second 
Tuesday in May, O. S., and one on the Wednesday and Thurs- 
day after the last Tuesday in August, O.S. Markets are also 
held at Torphins, on the first Thursday in February, on the 
first Monday in March, on the second Monday in June, and on 
the second Thursday in December. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871. 











Receipts from Assessments, : ‘ : ; ; ; . £624 § 114 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; ; 32 6 O 
Total receipts, . - +. « «+ « £656 14 114 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £582 14 11 
_ Relief of Casual Poor, : , ; ; 614 6 
Medical Relief, . : , ‘ ‘ : ‘ 25 0 0 
Management, . : ‘ : ; ; , 51 7 9% 
Law Expenses, . : , : ‘ ‘ : 272 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, . : , ; 11 9 5 
Total expenditure, ; , ; ‘ £668 4 44 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4raH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 
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2,186 | 28 64 92 85 28 37 23 24 | 2 
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The mode of Assessment 1s that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are three 
elected members on the Board. 
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IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


TRADITION says that Alan Durward, Lord of Oneill, founded 
an Hospital at Kincarden, to which he annexed the patronage 
of the Church of Lumfanan, and that St. Erchard was the 
patron of the church under the reign of King Malcolm I, 
A. D. 933. The Durwards, or Doorwards, were a powerful 
family, and one of them, Alanus Ostiarius, was an eminent 
man during the reign of Alexander IT., and during the minority 
of Alexander III., about the year 1234; and the last of the 
Durwards seem to have been Anna, daughter of Colvin, who 
marricd Philip de Monte Scicheter, and about that time the 
title, Lord of Oneill, became extinct. | 

In the “Collections on the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff,” 
Haves by the Spalding Club, 1843, the parish of Kincar- 

ine O’Neil is said to have been a parsonage; “the parson 
hath several superiorities of lands aud teynds. The church 
hath been pretty large; the village convenient for travellers, 
who are numerous, by reason of the great high-rode, south and 
north. It hath a weekly mercat, and a much frequented 

early fair, called Bartholomew’s, belonging to the Lord Forbes. 
Ihe river had need of a bridge.” * 

“The proprietors of Kincardine were Strachans, at present 
Forbeses. Craigmile, formerly belonging to the Craigmiles of 
that ilk, then to the Burncts of Leys, after that to Farquhar- 
son of Monaltrie, who built the house; and Camphel to the 
Burnets.”—Presbytery of Kincardin, p. 631. 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE situation of the Parish Church is extremely incdnvenient 
for at least two-thirds of the parishioners ; but, as before men- 
tioned, it is proposed to build a new church at Torphins. 
The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £24; and the 
Glebe and garden at £18 5s. Stipend — meal, 136 bolls; 
barley, 136 bolls, and £10 money. Unappropriated teinds, 
£162 15s. 7d. The Kincardine schoolmaster’s house and yard 
are valued at £10; and the female school teacher’s house at 
£6. The schoolmaster’s house and yard at Torphins are valued 
at £10; and the schoolmaster’s house and yard at Tornaveen, 
at oo. The Free Church Manse at Craigmyle is valued 
at £12. 

* Description of Aberdeenshire. Coll. Shires Abdn. and Banff.—Spalding 
Club, p. 38. 
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School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Colonel Innes, Learney, chairman ; Duncan Anderson, Craig- 
myle, clerk. School Rate, 5d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are four schools in the parish under the super- 
vision of the Board, and 447 scholars. Population, 1871, 2,000. 

Parochial Registers—The registers of baptisms and mar- 
eh date from 1700, but they have been very irregularly 

ept. 

Phureh Collections.—These, for the year ended 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £28 11s. 4d., of which sum £13 17s. 4d. was 
"expended by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


ALEXANDER Ross, author of Helenore, or the Fortunate 
Shepherdess, The Rock and the wee pickle tow, &c., was a native 
of this parish. He was born on the 13th April, 1699, at Tor- 
phins, where his father, Andrew Ross, was farmer, He was sent 
at an early age to the parish school, then taught by Mr. Peter — 
Reid, who had earned some reputation and success as a teacher. 
In 1714, young Ross competed for a bursary at Marischal 
College, and was successful, after which he continued four years 
at College, and during that time he would have studied under 
Principal Thomas Blackwell, and Professors William Meston, 
and Colin Maclaurin, men eminent in the republic of letters 
and science. On completing his college ae ae he received 
the degree of Master of Arts in 1718. He then entered, as 
tutor, the family of Sir William Forbes, Bart., of Craigievar, at 
Fintray House. He taught for some time the parish school of 
Aboyne, and afterwards that of Laurencekirk. Through the 
influence of Alexander Garden, Esq. of Troup, he obtained the 
pe school of Lochlee, where, for the remaming period of his 
long life, he performed the important vocation of a teacher. 
He died May, 1784, in the 85th year of his age. 

JOHN Henry ANDERSON, the well known “ Wizard of the 
North,” was a native of this parish, where his parents were in- 
dustrious cottars. He was born in 1814, and died at Darling- 
ton on the 3rd February, 1874. John H. Anderson commenced 
life as a herd boy in his native district, and for some time — 
wielded the forehammer in a country blacksmith’s shop, and 
there picked up some knowledge of mechanics, which was 
afterwards of considerable use to him, when he took to pro- 
fessing “black art.” He commenced his sleight-of-hand career 
as aman of all work to a humble showman of the name of 
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Scott, in Aberdeen, from whom he filched the well known 
“gun trick,” and afterwards carried on his conjuring tricks 
for nearly 40 years, to audiences of all ranks and countries, 
from rustics to the greatest living rulers on the earth. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


Axout the latter end of the 10th century, tradition says, 
that a large Pictish encampment existed on Campfield, on the 
south western face of the hill of Fare, but that before the 
reign of Pope Gregory V.’s time (996) they were destroyed and 
buried here.* 

The ruins of Castle Maude are in the west end of the Moss- 
maud, but, except the name, all tradition respecting the ruin 
is lost. 

The rocks of Inch-bare, or bear, are on the Dee, a little 
above the bridge of Potarch. Here, in the ordinary state of 
the river, the water is confined by precipitous rocks into a 
channel of about 20 feet broad. “ Across this place,” says the 
author of the Deeside Guide, “ about 50 years ago, it is said, 
leapt one, John Young, a caird or gipsy, a very notorious man, 
and who, as the story goes, broke half of the prisons in Scot- 
land ; and, in particular, as is said, broke the prisons of Aber- 
deen, and, having let out all the prisoners, wrote on the door, 
‘Rooms to Let!’ When John Young leapt over the Dee here, 
he was pursued for having killed a man when fishing on the 
water of Gadie, and for which he was executed at Aberdeen, 
which, he having slain this man in self-defence, by many was 
thought to be a great pity.” 
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PARISH OF KING-EDWARD. 


PRESBYTERY OF TURRIFF—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
THE name of this parish has long been written King-Edward, 
but by people living in the district it is pronounced Kin-edart, 
or Kant, which is supposed to be derived from the Gaelic, 
and, if that were so, it would mean “the head point or end 
of the height.” | 
* See Second Volume of the Aberdeen Breviary. Edinburgh, 1508-9. 
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Boundarves. 


The parish is bounded on the north partly by the Doveran, 
and the parishes of Banff and Gamrie; on the east by the 
parishes of Aberdour, Tyrie, and New Deer; on the south by 
the parishes of Monquhitter, and Turriff; and, on the west, 
partly by Doveran and the parish of Alvah in Bantishire. | 


Extent. 


The greatest breadth of the parish, in a direct line from 
south to north, measures 6} miles from the burn of Lun- 
carty, on the Turriff boundary, to the influx of the Gellymill 
burn with the Doveran, at Banfi; including the interjecting 
portions of the parish of Alvah, which lies on the east banks of 
the Doveran ; and the greatest length, also in a direct line 
frum east to west, is from the hills of Bonnykelly, in New Deer, 
to the influx of the burn of King-Edward with the Doveran, 
and measures 9} miles. The area of the principal portion of 
the parish is 17,5644 acres, and of the ce of Montcotter, the 
detached portion is 1,0813 acres. Total area of the parish, 
18,646 acres. 

Topography. 

The surface on the eastern half of the parish is hilly, though 
none of the hills are of great height. The bigher hills on the 
Gamrie, Aberdour, and New Deer boundaries present every- 
where a bleak moorish appearance, and are interspersed with 
extensive tracts of peat moss. Some of the lower hills and 
valleys bordering the streams and mosses, and the lower moor- 
land tracts around Byth and Millseat, to the woods of Craig- 
stone, have, within the past 20 years, assumed a more cultivated 
appearance. The western division ea a very undulating 
surface, but is agreeably diversified by flat tracts along the 
streams, rising with easy slopes into swelling rounded knolls 
and hills, which are all either cultivated or covered with clumps 
of trees. The valley of the Doveran is skirted by steep banks 
rising one above the other into the hills of Corskie, Montcofter, | 
and the higher grounds on Eden and Luncarty, and with the 

aceful bends of the river winding through broad fertile 
1aughs at the bottom of the richly wooded slopes of Eden and 
its old castle, the scenery is varied and beautiful—a well- 
wooded and highly cultivated strath appears with comfortable- 
looking farm steads. On the Montcoftar division of the parish, 
the hill tops are finely clothed with dark pine woods, and at 
the point where the channel of the river 1s narrowed by the 
_ lofty impending craigs of Alvah, a sombre-looking semicircular 
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arch spans the dark stream between “ the precipices abrupt,” 
which are partially clothed by a fine variety uf forest trees 
springing from the rents and crevices of the greywacke rocks, 
For nearly three miles below the craigs of Alvah the river 
winds lazily eastwards, through the grounds of Duff-house in 
many a tortuous maze, as if loath to leave its opener and fairer 
scenes, and at length falls into the Moray Firth at the seven 
arched bridge of Banff, about half-a-mile below the boundary 
of this parish. 

The tide flows up to the Rack-mill, about a mile and a-half 
from the sea, and the highest point on the Doveran, in this 
arish, is about 40 feet above sca level. The new church of 
<ing-Edward stands 230 feet, and the highest point on the 
range of hills bordering with Gamrie and Aberdour, on the 
edst, 1s 710 feet above sea level. The hill of Lunearty is 338 
feet, the Plaidy Railway Station is 248 feet, and Craigston 
Castle is about 286 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 


The chief geological features of King-Edward parish con- 
sist of the greywacke group of rocks on the western division, 
and the old red sandstone on the eastern. The rocks alon 
the valley of the Doveran, and in the Den of King Kwan 
consist of two varieties, viz., the greywacke and clay-slate, alter- 
’ nating with and passing into each other in endless succession. 
The strata appears in a very prominent position at the craigs of 
Alvah, at the Boat of Auchenbadie, in the Den of King Edward, 
and in the gullets of several of the smaller streams, and in the 
quarries which have been laid open for working. The grey- 
wacke of this district is mostly small granular, composed of 
minute fragments of quartz, imbedded in an argillaceous base, 
with scales of mica and felspar crystals; and from the abund- 
ance of clay-slate, the greywacke exhibits a lamimar struc- 
ture, the fragments being angular, and rarely water-worn. 
The clay-slate is of a bluish green colour, with the mica-scales 
in a state of extreme division, so much attenuated as to give 
it a homogenous glistening appearance, and is capable of being 
split into thin laminz. Layers, or veins of quartz, are found 
traversing the greywacke and slate strata in the most intricate 
manner, varying trom a thread to one foot in breadth. In 
some parts of the slate, iron pyrites of a cubical form may be 
detected, and, in the greywacke, dark circular or elliptical 
markings occur, which appear to be of a concretionary nature. 
The direction of the strata ig invarably N. E. and 8. W., the dip 
being 8. E.; but, though this dip appears to be the usual 
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arrangement, “ there are many beautiful examples of flexure, 
both on the large and small scale, some of which are of con- 
siderable intricacy.” * From the crystalline gneiss, which ap- 
pears on the Banffshire coast, we can trace a succession of it 
into the greywacke of King-Edward, which is found to contain 
some rounded quartz pebbles, and, in the Den, we find the 
gneiss, in some instances, alternating with mica-slate, where 
traces of galena is said to have been found ; but in no instance 
has limestone, which is so abundant in Banftshire, and in the 
eastern and southern parts of this County. 

The old red sandstone rock, as seen along the burn of 
Craigstone, and on the faces of some of the valleys, with its 
convlomerates, appears to extend from the high promontory 
of Pennan-head to Delgaty, in the adjoining parish of Turriff, 
and it occupies the castern half, or division of this parish, bit 
from the covered up state of the country the rock only appears 
in a few places. Its general appearance is red, or dullish red, 
and is composed of most of the materials of which the pri- 
mary deposits have been formed, and of pebbly quartz, a sub- 
stance suited to resist the force and attrition to which the 
formation of the rock has been subjected, showing the results 
of productive and destructive agents, all indicating from its: 
composition that the red sandstone and its conglomerates are 
partly of a chemical and partly of a mechanical origin, and 
uncomformably related to older strata. Besides quartz, the 
conglomerate masses are found to contain fragments of granite, 
gneiss, clay-slate, greywacke, and flinty-slate, cemented together 
by argillaceous or ferruginous matter. But where the particles 
are finer, with the argillaccous or clayey matter predominant, 
and scales of mica interspersed, the structure of the rock be- 
comes more compact, and contains those greenish-white spots so 
characteristic of this deposit over Scotland. In this parish 
there is no point where a junction of the sandstone and the 
greywacke strata is to be seen; but on the neighbouring shores 
of Gamrie, immediately below the old anieeh we have a fine 
exhibition of the sandstone resting on the slightly upturned 
strata of the greywacke, which clearly proves that it had been 
deposited after the eruption and refrigeration of a greenstone’ 
vein which traverses them. 

Deposits.—There are extensive deposits of peat on the lower 

* ‘* The greywacke, with its slates, exhibits most magnificent instances of 
these phenomena. The whole coast of Banffshire, from near Banff to Trou 
Head, presents the most colossal and eccentric bendings, the precipitous an 
naked sea cliffs affording for the study of this structure examples equal to 


those found in the well known coast-sections of Galloway and Berwickshire.” 
—Geoguostical Account of Banffshire, by R. J. H. Cuningham, 
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grounds and hill slopes in the eastern division of the parish, 
called the Fisheries and Byth, which generally overlie beds of 
clay, and on the higher grounds there are large deposits of 
quartzy gravel and slaty clay, covered with moorish soil and 
heath. On the banks of the Doveran, and some of the smaller 
streams, are considerable deposits of pebbly gravel underlying 
rich alluvial soil, while most of the higher knolls and poanied 
hills are covered with gravelly soil and blue clay, largely 
mixed with small stones. 

Soils—Along the valley of the Doveran, and on the lower 
grounds and valleys of the western division of the parish, 
the soil consists of yellow and black loam of a fertile nature, 
and on the higher ground it is black loam and gravelly clay 
of an inferior quality. On the lower ground in the eastern 
division much of it 1s yellowish loam and gravelly clay, in 
some places fertile, while in the vicinity of the mosses the soil 
is black, and on the cultivated hill slopes it is moorish and of 
a very infertile nature. 


Hydrography. 


The Doveran bounds the parish on the west for a distance of 
about two miles, and it runs for other three miles along the 
west and north boundary of the Montcoffer division, which has 
the Gellymill burn on its north-east boundary. The burn of 
King-Edward intersects the parish for about 64 miles from 
east to west, and it has for its chief tributaries the burns of 
Fortrie and Fishery on the north, and the burns of Clochforbie 
and Millseat in the south-east division. There are also the burns 
of Craigstone and Strocherie on the south, and the small stream 
of Luncarty on the south-west boundary with Turriff. These 
streams, along with a number of excellent springs of pure water, 
abundantly supply the agricultural wants of the parish, and 
they afford favourable offiets for drainage purposes. Most of 
these streamlets are utilized for the purpose of propelling the 
machinery of several corn-grinding and flivashing mills, for 
which purposes they are very valuable. There are several 
strong chalybeate springs in the castern division, said to be 
useful in gravellish complaints, but none of them have attracted 
any notice. 

Fishings—The salmon fishings in the Doveran are very 
valuable, notwithstanding its being “tightly netted” on the sea 
shore at its mouth. The river abounds also with excellent 
trout of various kinds, and the burn of King-Edward is well 
stored with common burn trout. 
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Arboriculture and Botany. — 


- The Scots fir and larch woods on Montcoffer, which cover a 
large extent of the higher ground, are mostly full grown, and, 
along with the shelter belts and ornamental plantations, which 
consist of every kind of forest tree,in the Den of Gellymill 
and those skirting the banks of the Doveran by the Cruives 
of Banff, Kirkside, and the Craigs of Alvah, contribute greatly 
to shelter and beautify the scenery on the lower course of the 
river. In the private grounds of Montcoffer the old Scots firs 
are mixed with larch, birch, beech, oak, elm, and spruce, ex- 
hibiting a rich variety of forest trees, and afford excellent 
shelter to the residence. The plantations of Eden, which he 
along the right bank of the river, below the burn of King- 
Edward, appear to have been judiciously laid out both for 
ornament and shelter, and they have a most promising appear- 
ance. Many of the enclosures surrounding these plantations 
consist of thorn hedges formed on earthen sunk, faced with 
stones, and as these hedges have been well attended to, the 
country has a finely clothed aspect. In the north-eastern 
parts there are the older woods surrounding the mansion-house 
of Byth, and the younger plantations on the old moorlands of 
Fishery, which, together, cover a considerable tract of rather 
high lying land. The Byth woods consist chiefly of full grown 
spruce, larch, beech, ash, and alder trees, and those on 
Fishery consist principally of Scots firs. On the higher ground 
between Muiullseat and Craigstone, and Balmaad, there are 
some clumps and belts of larch trees, with some clumps of 
Scots firs, and old hardwood trees and thorn hedges at farm 
yards, but generally the country has a bare aspect. The valley 
along the burn of Craigstone is finely wooded, and some of 
the higher knolls to the west are covered with clumps of Scots 
firs and larch. The plantations surrounding the fine old man- 
sion of Craigstone Castle are of considerable extent, and con- 
sist of a rich variety of finely grown Scots firs, larch, spruce, 
and hardwood trees of great age and beauty. In the southern 
parts of the parish, and in the Den of Sinochierie there are 
some very thriving young plantations of mixed forest trees, 
and in the lower ground at Panearty there are some hardwood 
trees on the outskirts of the “Old Wood,” which tend con- 
siderably to beautify the rugged braes and steep hill slopes in 
this part of the parish. 
Botany.—The botanical productions of this parish are 
neither numerous nor rare, but in the woods of Montcofter and 
Craigstone, and in the Den of King-Edward, and among the 
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Craigs of Alvah, the botanist will find a fair field for studying 
’ this branch of Natural History, as the following list of plants 
will show, viz. :— | 
Adora moschatellina—Tuberous Moschatell. Agrimonia Eupatoria—Common 
grimony. | 
Alchemilla Alpina—Alpine Lady’s Mantle. <Alisma plantago—Great Water 


Plantain. 
Anemone nemerosa—Wood Anemone. “Angelica sylvestris—Wild Angelica. 
Aspidium lobatum—Close-leaved Prickiy Shield Fern. Asperula odorata— 


Sweet Woodruff, 

Campanula latifolia—Giant Bell-flower. Carex pendula—Great Pendulous 
Carex. , 

Circea Alpina—Mountain Enchanters Night-shade. Cistopteris fragilis—Brittle 
Bladder Fern. 


Chrysosplenium alternifolium—Alternate-leaved Golden Saxifrage. Digitalis 
purpurea— Foxglove, Purple and White Flowers. 
seat tetragonum—Square-stalked Willow-herb. Genista Anglica—Petty 
in. 
sides pratense—Meadow Cranes-bill. Geranium sylvaticum—Wood Cranes- 
ill, 
Geranium Robertianum—Herb Robert. Geum rivale—Water Avens. 
sue! repens—Creeping Goodyera. Gymnadenia conopsea—Fragrant Gym- 
denia. 
federa Helix—Common Ivy. Helianthemum vulqare—Common Rock-rose. 
Hieracium auratiacum-—Orange Hawk-weed. Hyacinthus non-scriptus-—Hare- 
bell, Wild Hyacinth. 
Linnea borealis—Two-flowered Linnea, Listera cordata—Heart-leaved Moun- 
tain Tway-blade. 
Lysimachia nemorum—Wood Loose-strife. Melampyrum pratense—Common 
Cow-wheat. 
Polygonum viviparum—Alpine Bistort. Polypodium Dryopicris—Tender three- 
branched Polypody. 
Sic lucens—Shining Pond-weed. Potamogeton crispus—Curled Pond- 
weed, | 
Potamogeton perfoliatus—Perfoliate Pond-weed. Potamogcton refuscens—Long- 
leaved floating Pond-weed. 
Pyrola minor—Lesser Winter-green. Pyrola media—Intermediate Winter- 
reen. 
Pils secunda—Serrate Winter-green. Rosa canina—Common Dog-rose. 
Rumex aquaticus—Grainless Water Dock. Rubus idwus—Raspberry Bush. 
Sedum villosum—Hairy Stonecrop —Savifraya aizvides— Yellow Mountain 


Saxifrage. 
Scrophularia nodosa—Knotted-rooted Fig-wort. Solidago virgaurea—Common 
Golden-rod. 
Stellaria nemorum—Wood Stitchwort. Symphytum tuberosum —Tuberous Com- 
_. frey. | 
Trientalis Europea—European Chickweed Winter-green. Valeriana officinalis 


—Great Wild Valerian. 
Vicia sylvatica—Wood Vetch. Vinca minor—Lesser Perriwinkle. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 «£50 £2 £ 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
29 45 | 42 58 91 
And 24 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
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Valuation or rent of land in the parish of King-Edward, ycar 








1872-73, ; ‘ : , ; ‘ : : . £11,257. 8 2 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 
Woodlands, . ‘ ; : ; ; ‘ ; 81615 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . ; : , 157 10 O 
Do. Mills, Inns, Shops, and Moss sold for Fuel, ; ; 95 ll O 
Do. Houses let under £4 of yearly rent, : : : 198 15 2 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, . : 537 3 6 
Do. Bantf and Turriff Extension Railway, : ‘ : 692 0 0 
Total value, ; F , ; . £13,755 2 10 





inant catvemecattie “agen cangaior 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
eecd £100 sterling, are— 

The Right Honourable James, Earl of Fife. 

Mountstuart Elphinstone Grant Duff, Ksq. of Eden, M. P. 

The Honourable George Skene Duff, of Montcoffer. 

John Allan, Esq., Judicial Factor on Balmaad and Morelass. 

Beauchamp Colcleugh Urquhart, Esq. of Byth. 

The Heirs of the late Wm. Pollard, and Mrs. Pollard Urquhart of Craigstone. 

The Banff, Macduff, and Turriff Extension Railway. 

William Strachan, Msy. of Mill of Balmaad. 


And 68 proprietors of houses and land under £109 of yearly value. 


Farming.—The farms are generally held under leases for 
19 years ; the rotation of cropping being the fifth-shift course, 
i.¢, 1, oats after lea; 2, turnips, or other green crop; 3, oats 
and bear, sown down with grass seeds; 4, grass; and 5, grass, 
There is very little wheat sown in the parish. 

Houses.—On most of the larger farms the houses are of a 
superior description, having slated roofs, with every conveni- 
ence for the rearing and feeding of cattle; and thrashing-mills 
attached, which are generally propelled by water power. On 
the smaller farms and on the crotts, especially in the eastern 
division of the parish, the houses are of an inferior descrip- 
tion ; few of them are slated, some of them are tiled, but most 
of them are either covered with straw-thatch, or what is better, 
heather, which makes a neat and durable covering when pro- 
perly put on. 

Fences.—In the western division there is no scarcity of slaty 
rock for building ial eg and were it not expensive to 
quarry, it 1s well a pie for building dykes. Some of the 
larger farms are enclosed and sub-divided by stone fences, 
others by half-faced dykes, a great many by earthen mounds, 
and some by thorn hedges; while everywhere wooden paling 
and wire fences meet the eye, but does not improve the ap- 
pearance, far less the shelter of a bare country. os 

Improvements.—Extensive reclamations of waste land have 
been made all over the parish, especially on the moors and 
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around the mosses in the eastern division. On the highly im- 
proved estate of Eden, furrow or frequent draining’ was prac- 
tised in 1828, while Smith of Deanston was practising.* “An 
extensive moss has been drained and brought into cultivation, 
by which the climate in the neighbourhood has been improved. 
Here the sum laid out in improvements already greatly ex- 
ceeds the value of the property at the time of their commence- 
ment, and it is to be hoped that the yearly value has also been 
more than doubled ;” and altogether, the extent of cultivated 
land in the parish has been more than doubled within the past 
35 years. 

Cattle—The Aberdeenshire polled or Buchan breed of cattle 
are still to be found in great, purity and of high character, but 
most of the regular breeding herds consist of polled cows and 
shorthorned bulls, which produce rapid growing crosses. The 
late Mr. Grant Duff of Eden, was the first to establish a superior 
herd of shorthorns in this part of the country. His celebrated 
bull, Holkar, and his cow, Jenny I[and, left distinguished 
families, and spread valuable blood all over the country. The 
Eden stock was disposed of nearly 20 years ago, but good 
blood is still to be found at Strocheric and Midtown of King- 
Edward. 

The village of New Byth is situated in the south-castern 
corner of the parish, about cight miles from the Parish Church, 
and within one mile of the Peterhead and Banff, or Buchan 
turnpike road, which passes 1t on the cast. It was begun to 
be built in 1764, and, in 1792, a chapel in connection with the 
Established Church, was crected. It stands on_geutly rising 
ground on the north side of the water of Byth, which falls into 
the Doveran at Turriff, and consists of two short streets, along 
which the houses are pretty regularly built. There are two 
alehouses in it, and several shopkeepers and tradesmen. Most 
of the villagers rent. small lots of faad in the neighbourhood. 
In 1841, the population was estimated to be 302. Population 
in 1861, 454, and in 1871, 609. A savings bank and subscrip- 
tion library were established about 40 years ago. 


Roads. 


The Turriff and Banff road intersects the western division of 
the parish from south to north, for a distance of nearly four 


* «Mr. Grant Duff’s furrow drains are from 30 to 36 inches deep, varying in 
width from 10 to 18 inches, generally built with an eye or conduit in the bot- 
tom, and filled with small stones to within 15 or 16 inches of the top. His 
large drains for carrying off springs in bogs and mosses, are from five to seven 
feet deep, filled with stones to within 2} or 2 feet from the surface. He uses 
no tiles, and gives the preference to stone drains, none of which have ever been 
choked, or gone materially wrong.” —Statistical Account of King-Edward, 1840. 
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miles, and the Buchan road runs along the north-eastern parts 
for about 44 miles. The Byth-house and Craigstone road runs 
from east to west,in the direction of. Turriff. The Fishery 
and Millseat roads intersect the parish from south to north, 
and the Eden road runs along the valley of the Doveran. 

The King-Edward Station on the Banff, Macduff, and Turriff 
Extension Railway, is near to the Parish Church, and 45} miles 
from Aberdeen, and 4} miles from the Banff Bridge Station. 


Mansion Houses. 


Craigstone Castle is said to have been built carly in the 17th 
century, by John Urquhart, commonly called the Tutor of 
Cromarty. It is a fine old castellated building, and has always 
been kept in good repair. The House of Eden, a comparatively 
~ modern building, stands in a fine situation on the right bank 
of the Doveran. The House of Montcoffer is beautifully 
situated on high ground, near the Craigs of Alvah, and is a 
fine old residence. Byth House is an old building standing on 
high ground near the north-eastern boundary of the parish, in 
the midst of some old plantations, and in the neighbourhood 
of extensive moors and mosses. 

The Manse of King-Edward occupies a fine situation on the 
northern side of the Den, and along with about 14 acres-of ex- 
cellent glebe land, is a very fine residence. The Church is a 
modern building, well situated for the western division of the 

arish. | 

Eden Castle has long been a tall, desolate-looking ruin. 
The ancient name is said to be derived from Eudan, which in 
Gaelic means the face or slope of a ridge running along the 
edge of a river; and the position of this castle would favour 
such a derivation, as it stands on the ridge of abruptly sloping 
ground which lies along the right banks of the Doveran an 
the water of King-Edward. 

The remains of the old Castle of King-Edward appear on a 
rocky eminence overhanging the stream on the east side of the 
Turriff and Banff road; and the ring of the old arch which 
spans the burn, stands in the rocky glen below. The castle is 
said to have belonged originally to the Cumines, Karls of 
Buchan. 


Inns and Alchouses. 


Besides the two alehouses in the village of Byth, there are 
other two on the Buchan road. For Markets, see parish of . 
Aberdour. | = 
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. | Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KING-EDWARD, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rua MAY, 1871. 











Receipts from Assessments, ; ‘ ‘ ; ; : . £88016 4 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ : 32 3 8 
Total receipts, . ‘ ‘ ; ; ‘ . £913 0 0 
‘age 
Hapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £74515 4 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; : ' ; 33 7 6 
Medical Relief, . : : ‘ : : : 20 0 0 
Management, . ‘ : : ‘ : 64 19 10 
On Buildings, not authorised, . ‘ . : 1115 5 
Balance in hand, . ‘ ; . 37 111 
£913 0 0 


PR ert eenceenengeenenspmmnencterstennereerseeeand 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. Died or ceased to 


| : : Casual Poor, 
Population receive relief, 


, Fatuous 
Regis- | Other bd 
1861. Males. | Females. | Total. tel Ya fared Depend Casual Pere: Insane. 


Poor. ants. Poor. 


ne, | Eee | ns | A | ee | temo | meemmmtennrmemenee | namennvemrmmraticesincen | <inQNNRassipeen-etctee 


2,843 34 84 | 118 93 18 21 23 24 10 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants. There are four elected 
members on the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . . «. . £511 4 
Expenditure on Salaries, &c., . .  . : £5 11 4 





II.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE old Castle of Kin-Edar was the ancient seat of the Earls 

of Buchan, now a shapeless ruin is all that remains of its 

former strength and grandeur, and no records exist as to 

its erection. William Comyn, son to the Bishop of Durham, 

under William the Lion, had estates in Northumberland, Rox- 

burgh, and Dumbartonshires, and, in 1210, became Earl of 
3A 
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Buchan, by marrying Margaret, only child of Fergus, Earl of 
Buchan, and consequently Countess in her own right. In 
1218 he founded the Abbey of Deer; and to the family or 
race of Comyns tradition ascribes the erection of a line of 
castles along the sea shore of their Buchan territory, viz. :— 
Slains, Rattray, Inverallochy, Cairnbulg, Dundargue, and Kin- 
Edar the chief of all, and the family seat. “Of these strong- 
holds,” says Dr. Pratt, “some were retained in their own 
hands, others were cntrusted to cadets of the family, or to 
families of older standing in the district, holding as vassals of 
the Earldom.” 

William Comyn, by Margaret, Countess of Buchan, had — 
Alexander, who succceded him, and he had three sons, John, 
Alexander, and William. John succeeded him, and so became 
third Earl of Buchan of the name of Comyn. He also inherited 
the office of Great Constable of Scotland. He was one of the 
~ nominees of John Baliol in 1291, and in the same year swore 
fealty to Edward [L. at Norham. In the year 1307, he, with a 
tumultuous body of English and Scots, encountered Robert 
the Bruce near Glenesk, in Forfarshire, but without actual 
conflict, his troops fled at the approach of the enemy. Comyn, 
in the following year, cager to wipe off this disgrace before the 
arrival of English troops to his aid, assembled a numerous 
body of men at Old Meldrum, but was defeated at Barra on 
the 22nd of May, 1308 ; after which, he retired, with the re- 
mains of his army, to Buchan, pursued by Edward, the King’s 
brother, who, having come up with him at Aikey Brae, finally 
routed him, and lcaving him without the hope of recovering 
his fortunes. The King seized the estates, and bestowed one- . 
half of them on his faithful adherent, John Ross, who had 
married a daughter of Alexander, and niece to John, the last 
Earl. The greater part of the others, viz., Slains and Rattray, 
he bestowed on the Hays of Erroll; and on Sir Gilbert de 
Haya he conferred the office of High Constable, granting it ~ 
heritably by royal charter. So indignant was the king at the 
treachery of nearly every member of that ambitious and faith- 
less race, the very name of Comyn was at that time prescribed, 
and the wreck of the family made as complete as that of their 
castles. The closing scene of this great family is worthy of 
record. 

John Comyn, the last of the Earls of Buchan, had married 
Isabel Macduff, sister of the Earl of Fife, who, along with her 
husband, were adherents of Edward’s. This lady was as warm] 
attached to the cause of Bruce, as her brother and husband 
were opposed to it; and the right of placing the Scottish 
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crown on the head of the sag belonged, by hereditary 
right, to her brother (Lord Fife); but when Bruce became to 
be crowned at Scone, her brother had forfeited this right of the 
family. The Countess, determined that none but a Macduff 
should aspire to this honour, heroically assumed her brother’s 
office, and with her own hands placed the crown of Scot- 
land on the head of her rightful Sovereign. Soon after, 
however, Edward became the arbiter of her future destiny. 
Isabel fell into his hands, and was shut up a prisoner for seven 
years, in Berwick Castle, in an iron cage—a frightful spectacle 
of the times, and a hapless victim of Edward’s brutal revenge. 


THE CAGED LADY OF BUCHAN. 


** Lapy ! what cruel doom is thine, 
Like tameless monsters caged, to pine 
Through the sweet prime of age ! 
Could aught but lust of power, and pride, 
Have shaped this death—through years to hide— 
To glut a tyrant’s rage?” 


“‘ Thy recreant brother, Fife’s proud heir, 
Had he possessed the soul to dare 
Not England’s king to fear, 
How great had he been in the deed 
Which cave the Bruce his rightful meed ! 
Then—hadst thou not been here ! 


** Not kindred—no, nor wedded love— 
Could thy high soul to treason move : 
Husband and brother he 
Who most could feel his country’s wocs, 
And best give back the foeman’s blows, 
And set old Scotia free ! 


‘¢ Stranger ! I would these bars might rot, 
And Buchan’s Countess be forgot, 
Might ¢his remember’d be ! 
That in the princely halls of Scone, 
The Bruce in mounting Scotlaad’s throne, 
Proclaim’d his country free |” 


‘* For me, then, weep not ; weep for those, 
Who, leagued with Scotland’s ancient foes, 
Dishonour’d traitors prove, 
And leave it to a woman’s hand 
To fill the story of their land 
By deeds of faith and love. 


‘‘ Then hie thee, stranger ! tell my foes 
That Isabel, ’mid all her throes, 
Is high at heart, and leal ; 
Mothers henceforth shall proudly tell, 
How caged and prison’d Isabel 
Did serve her country’s weal !” 
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The Urquharts of Craigston, criginally written Urichard, 
and, according to Sir George Mackenzie, “ the first of the 
family was a brother of Ochonocher (who slew the wild boar), 
ancestor of Lord Forbes; and having in keeping the Castle of 
Urquhart, on Loch Ness, took his surname from that place.” 
~The founder of Craigston Castle was John Urquhart, well 
known in the local history of the time as tutor of Cromarty, 
from the offige of guardian, which he discharged succes- 
sively to his nephew and grand-nephew, both Sir Thomas 
~ Urquharts, and chiefs of his name of Cromarty. According to 
a curious inscription on the wall, the castle was “ foundit the 
fourtene of March ane thousand six hounder four yeiris and 
endit the 8 of December 1607.” The inside of the Castle is 
remarkable for a spacious hall, now converted into a handsome 
drawing-room, containing numerous specimens of curiously 
carved oak pannelling, of the same age as the wuilding, and 
the remains of its original decoration, which consist of an as- 
. semblage of kings, heroes, evangelists, &e., of a miscellaneous 
description. The building is distinguished by square turrets, 
massive walls, and vaulted roofs in the lower apartments. 
Originally it appears to have been oblong in shape, with two 
wings thrown out, but latterly these wings have been connected 
with a lofty arch, so that the upper part of the castle is formed 
into a compact square, thereby adding perfect symmetry to 
the building. The space below the arch has been, in modern 
times, filled up with an entrance hall, which adds much to the 
convenience and comfort of the building. The crown of this 
lofty arch is adorned with a richly carved pediment of red 
sandstone, on which are several grotesque figures bearing 
crowns and grasping warlike instruments, and over the en- 
trance there is a handsome ballustrade. 

The interior arrangements of the castle are. intricate, but 
modern taste has converted much of it into handsome apart- 
ments. 

The lands of Craigfintry, now Craigston, were granted by 
charters, under the great seal, dated first September, 1597, and 
24th November, 1600, to “Johanni Urquhart, Tutori de 
Cromarty, et Johanne Abernethy ejus spouse.” “Among the — 
pictures in the castles, are three by Jamieson; one of these ig 
a portrait of General David Leslie; another, that of Bisho 
William Forbes of Edinburgh ; and the third, that of Sir Alex- 
ander Fraser of Philorth. There are also portraits of the last 
four members of the royal family of Stuart, namely, James, 
Prince of Wales, and his Princess, Clementina Sobieski, with 
their sons, the Prince Charles Edward and Henry, Cardinal de 
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York; these, with full-length pictures of the last Earl Marischal 
and of Captain John Urquhart of Cromarty and Craigston, are 
originals, and painted about the year 1735, by Francesco Tre- 
visani, an eminent painter at Rome. ; 

It is believed that the great Scottish feudalist, Sir Thomas 
Craig, was descended from the old family of Craig of Craig- 
ston,* who were proprietors of Craigfintry before the Urquharts, 
and the site of the old Castle of Garnieston, on the farm of 
crag, where they resided, is now the property of the Earl of 

ife. 

The old Castle of Eden, a shapeless ruin, stands on the lands 
of Eden, formerly the property of the Meldrums, afterwards 

ossessed by the Lesleys of Eden, and now by M. Stewart 
ee ea Grant Duff, Esq., M.P., for the Elgin District of 
urghs. 

undee the reign of King James I., John Stuart, Earl of 
Buchan, gave the barony of King-Edward to Sir Alexander 
Forbes of that lk, which grant was confirmed to the Lord 
Forbes by King James I'V., who previously inherited the lands 
of Blackton, and the ancient residence of “Forbes of Black- 
stoun” + now belongs to the Earl of Fife. 


- IIT—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE old Church is one of the antiquities of the parish, noticed 
elsewhere, stands on the west side of the Aberdeen and Banff 
turnpike road, and the new on the east, near to Castleton, 
in the western division of the parish. The new Church isa 
superior structure, with fine lancet windows and a neat bell 
tower. The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £20, 
and the Glebe and garden at £15. Stipend, 16 chalders, 
one-half meal and one-half barley, payable by the fiars’ 
prices of the County, and £10 for communion elements. The 
unappropriated teinds are valued at £467 14s. 7d., but the 
locality as been lost in the Teind Office.t The schoolmaster’s 
house and garden at King-Edward are valued at £10; ditto at 
Fishery, at £5, and the female school teacher’s house at Crudie 
at £3. The New Byth Manse, offices, and garden are valued 
at £15, and the schoolmaster’s house, garden, &c., at £8. 
School Board.—King-Edward. There are five members upon 
the Board—John Hannay, Gavenwood, chairman; Patrick 
* See Tytler’s Life of Sir Thomas Craig, p. 346. Edin. 1823. 


+ Lumsden’s M.S., Genealogy of the Forbes, edit. 1819. _ 
+ Vide Report of the Commissioners of Religious Instruction, 1837. 
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- Duncan, Balchers, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. 
‘Bible and Catechism taught. There is but one school in this 
division of the parish, and 95 scholars. Population, 1871, 
1,058. 

School Board—New Byth (Quoad Sacra). There are seven 
“members upon the Board—John Hannay, Gavenwood, chair- 
-man; Andrew Henderson, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 
6d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. There are three 
schools in this division of the parish. At the New Byth 
public school there are 40 scholars, and at the female school 
there are 68. At the Fishery or Crudie school there are 96 
scholars. Population of this division of the parish, 1871, 
2,216. 

Parochial Registers—The date of the earliest parochial re- 
ister is 1704, when the first Presbytcrian minister was settled. 
‘he register was kept with considerable attention for some 

years, but for a very long period there were no entries made 
in it. The register of baptisms commence in 1728, and the 
register of marriages in 1784. | 

Bequests.—Catherine Roland, widow of Dr. William Guild, 

mortified a sum of money in the hands of the Treasurer of 
Aberdeen, which brings £6 10s. annually for the benefit of the 


oor. 
Church Collections—The church collections for the year 
ended 14th May, 1871, amounted to £41 11s. 9d., but no part 
of that sum was expended by the kirk-session for the relief of 
the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN, 


JOHN UrQquHant, of Craigston, is named, during the minority 
of his nephew, in the roll of chieftains and landlords annexed 
to the Statute of 1597, Cap. 95, who had to find security for 
the peaccal]: conduct and good behaviour of their respective 
clans ; he was also chosen one of the Lords of Articles in the 
Scottish Parliament of 1600-1608, in the first of these years 
for the Sherifidom of Cromarty, and in the latter for the Shire 
of Aberdeen. The “ Tutor of Cromarty” died at Craigston on 
the 8th November, 1631, in the 84th year of his age, and was 
buried within his own aisle in the church of King-Edward. 
‘His eldest son was taken ill returning from his father’s funeral, 
and died soon after. The castle and barony of Craigston are 
still the property of his descendants, and in possession of the 
heirs of the late Mrs. Pollard Urquhart, being the lineal de- 
scendants in the cighth gencration. : 
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Sir THomas Urquwart, the author of the “Jewel,” * was the 
grand nephew of “the Tutor,” who, if he did not reside in the 
parish, seems to have taken a great interest in it, for the in- 
scription on the massive communion cups shows that they 
were a joint present from “ Dr. Guild, Sir Thomas Urquhart, 
and John Urquhart of Craigfintrie (Craigston.)” + | 

Dr. WILLIAM GUILD was minister of this parish for 20 
years in the early part of the 17th century. e was aftor- 
wards one of the ministers of Aberdeen, and Principal of the 
King’s College and University. He was a man of considerable 
learning, and published several theological works. He endow- 
ed an Hospital in Aberdeen for the Incorporated Trades of 
that city, from which certain Burgesses of Trade derive con- 
siderable benefit. 

Str WHITELAW AINSLIE, M.D., auther of “ Materia Indica,” 
and other works, was connected with the Duffs of Eden by 


marriage. His remains were interred within the old church of 
King-Ed ward. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES, 


Kine-Epwarp Castle and Chapel, built either by King Edward 
III. or Edward Baliol, while he overran this country as king.} 
The Castle stood on a bold precipitous rock on the north side 
of the deep ravine through which the burn of Kin-Edar flows 
(over which there is an old bridge at the bottom of the Castle 
rock), by which the Castle was naturally protected on the 
south and west angles ; and on the east and north sides the 
remains of a deep fosse can be traced. No authentic record 
exists as to when it was erected, and tradition only says that 
it was occupied by the Comyns, Earls of Buchan, up to the 
early part of the 14th century, when it was destroyed by King 
Robert the Bruce. 

The old Castle of Eden has already been noticed, and Craig- 
ston Castle has been fully described. Within the walls of the ol 
_ ™ “The Discovery of a most exquisite Jewel, more precious than Diamonds 
inchased in Gold, the like whereof was never seen in any age; found in the 
Kennel of Worcester Streets, the day after the fight, and six before the Autum- 
nal Aequinox, anno 1651 ; serving in this place to frontal a Vindication of the 
Honour of Scotland from the Infamy whereinto the rigid Presbyterian Party of 
that Nation, out of their Covetousness and Ambition, most dissembledly had 
involved it.” By Sir Thomas Urquhart, of Cromartie, Knight. London, 1648, 

+ “ Thomas Urquhart, who flourished in 1476, had, by his wife Helen, 
daughter of Lord Saltoun, twenty-five sons, all married men, and eleven 
daughters, all married women !”—Z/bid. 

t View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p. 480. 
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Church, and near the east end, is a monument with the fol- 
lowing inscription :—“ Joannes Urquhart hoc in honorem Dei 
et matris suae Beatricis Innes domine a Cromertie memoriam 
erexit’ opus anno 1599.” The inscription is in relief on @ 
tablet of freestone, within a semicircular arch, around the ex- 
terior rim of which is a border of Scotch thistles, neatly exe- 
cuted. Monuments to the memory of the “ Tutor,” and other 
members of the family, are to be seen in what is called 
“ Craigston’s Aisle.” 


PARISH OF KINNELLAR. 





PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE origin of the name of this parish is unknown, but the 
names of different places in it are evidently derived from the 
Gaelic; such as Kinaldie, Ceann-allt-dubh, which signifies 
» the head or end of the dark stream ;”* Tertowie,t Tor- 
tuaidh, “the hill of the north lying land; Strathray, Stra- 
ruighe, “the strath of the shealing,’ or, Stra-druidh, “ the 
Druid’s strath ;” Cairntradlin, Carn-traid-lane, the plain hill 
of cairns, or, “ plain side of the hill of cairns;” and Kinnellar, 
Ceann-ail-ar may signify “the head or highest point of the 
walls or dykes,” on the track of the great Roman road deli- 
neated in Ptolemy’s Itinerary. 


Boundarves. 


It is bounded on the north by the Don and the parish of 
Fintray ; on the east by the parishes of Dyce and Newhills; 
on the south by the parish of Skene; and on the west by the 
parish of Kintore. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line from south 
to north is 44 miles, and the greatest breadth from east to 
west, also in a direct line, does not exceed two miles. The 
whole area is computed to be 4,227 acres, 600 decs, 


* Or, ‘‘ The end of the Black-burn.” 
+ Tir-taudh, would signify ‘‘ the flat north lying land.” 
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_ Topography. 

The long range of high ground which runs from the Don on 
the north, to Skene on the south, is formed by the flat rounded 
hills of Cairntradlin, Kinnellar, Glasgoforest, and Auquhorsk ; 
while the hill of Auchronie bounds the parish with Skene on 
the south. The haughs of Kinaldie and Cairntradlin lie along 
the Don, and the upper valley of the Blackburn has a gentle 
undulating surface rising into the higher rounded knolls of 
Tertowie, Backhill, and others in the central and west divi- 
sions. 

The lowermost point on the Don, bordering with Dyce, is 
about 135 feet above sea level, the bridge on the Inverurie 
road at the hamlet of Blackburn is 245 feet, the parish bound- 
ary on the road and march burn of Auchenclech is 394 feet, 
the Cairn of Assembling, which is on the hill of Auchronie, on 
the boundary with Skene, is 732 feet ; and the bounding stone, 
marked “Drum Stone, Harlaw, 1411,’ is 610 feet.above sea level. 
The church of Kinnellar stands 375 feet above sea level, and 
the highest point on the Blackburn and Kintore road at 
Glasgoego is 374 feet. 


Geology and Souls, 


Granite, gneiss, and greenstone are the only kind of rocks 
found in this parish, of which there are great abundance. The 
granite is found in masses and detached blocks, along with beds 
and veins of greenstone composed of hornblende and felspar, 
and the rock often presents a granite structure, and contains 
veins of calcareous spar, quartz, and red hematite. 

Soils.—The lands along the Don, on the haughs of Kinaldie 
and Cairntradlin are rich alluvial soil, but hable to be over- 
flowed by back water when the river is in high flood. The 
- soil on the lower lying land in the valley of the Blackburn 
and on the lower knolls and hill slopes, is generally good black 
loam, and on the higher cultivated hills it 1s of amore gravelly 
nature, being in some places sarge'y mixed with decomposed 
granite, and in many places the soil barely covers the protrud- 
ing rocks, 

| Hydrography. 

The Don runs along the northern boundary of the parish 
for a distance of about one mile and a-half, following the wind- 
ings of the stream. The Blackburn and the burn of Auchen- 
clech forms the eastern and southern boundary for a distance 
_ of about 43 miles southwards from the Don. The burn of 
Strathray, which has but a short course, falls into the valley 
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of Kintore on the west. By these streams, and numerous 

perennial springs, the lower lands in the parish are gencrally 

well supplied with water. Salmon are plentiful in the Don at 

certain seasons, where the fish lie in the deep sluggish pools, 

and trout fishing is excellent in the earlier months of the 

year. 
Arboriculture. 


The planted ground within the parish is of no great extent, 
the plantations being confined to some shelter belts and small 
clumps of trees on Kinaldie, at the hamlet of Blackburn, at 
Tertowie House, Glasgoforest, and Kinnellar Lodge. But with 
the exception of some large clumps of Scots firs and larch on 
Glasgoforest, Auchronic, and in the lower grounds of Ter- 
towie, they have chiefly been formed for ornament, and con- 
sist of various kinds of young trees, most of which have a 
very thriving appearance. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— _ 

No.-at and above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
£1 £20 £10 x 
of yearly rent. and under £100. aud under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
12 3 18 10 11 
And 5 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Kinnellar, year 
18 


-73, . : ‘ : ; . , ‘ ; £4,120 16 3 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ‘ ‘ , ‘ : gg ; ; 597 10 O 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . , 30 19 6 
Do. Inns and Shops, : i , ‘ ‘ . 16 0 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ; 257 18 0 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, . ‘ ‘ ; 223 0 0 








Total value, % ‘ : . £5,246 3 9 


preemie en “romance 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and ex- 
ceed £100 a-year :-— 


Mrs. Ann Gordon Cuming Skene, of Glasgoforest. 

George Gibb Shirra Gibb, Esq. of Auchronie. 

The Cuivorsity of Aberdeen, Lands of Cairntradlin and Kinnellar. 
Colonel W. Ross King, of Tertowie. 

Charles Elphinstone Dalrymple, Esq. of Kinnellar Lodge. 

James Milne, Esq. of Kinaldie. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 12 proprictors of houses and land whose yearly rents or value is under 
£100 a-year. : 
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Farming.—The usual duration of leases is 19 years, and the 
rotation of cropping is the fifth and sixth-shift courses, the 
difference being that in the sixth-course there is an additional- 
year of pasture, in other respects it 1s the same as the fifth. 

Farm Houses,—The farm buildings are in general substan- 
tial and commodious; mostly all of them have slated roots, | 
with thrashing mills attached, which are either propelled by 
water, horse, or steam power. | 

Fences.—Most of the farms are enclosed by stone dykes of 
a thorough substantial kind, many of them consisting of double 
walls, from four and a half to five feet mn height. In some 

laces they are only half stone, faced to an earth backing, and 
in the valley of the Blackburn some of the faced dykes have 
thorn hedges and trees planted on the backing, which gives 
the country a warmer and more sheltered appearance. 

Cattle—The prevailing breed of cattle reared in this dis- 
trict is that of shorthorns and shorthorn crosses with the 
Aberdeenshire breed. On the farms of Glasgoforest, the Wogle, 
and Kinnellar, there are good herds of shorthorns; but the 
best type of that animal, probably, is to be found on the latter 
farm. Mr. Campbell commenced to breed shorthorns about 25 
bea ago from Ury stock, but with fresh blood, chiefly from 

ittyton, in the adjoining parish of Fintray ; he has succeeded 
in producing animals, which, for strength of bone, good shapes, 
and constitution they are unequalled by few in the country. 

Crops.—Little wheat has ever been grown in the parish, the 
chief cereal crops being oats and bear, or barley. Turnips are 
largely sown, and their cultivation at an early period deserves 
to be noticed in a work of this kind, a short history of which 
we give from the Statistical Account of the parish, 1794 :— 
“The culture of turnips was equally unknown at the settle- 
ment of the present incumbent. A few only were raised by 
some gentlemen in their gardens for kitchen use. In the year 
1758 the minister, unwilling to be at great pains in weeding a 
bed which he had sown in his garden, and which he did not 
expect to succeed well, tore out the greater part with a hoe, 
leaving only a few scattered here and there upon the bed, but 
was much surprised to find his crop of turnips turn out much 
Superior to any of the same plant that he had ever before seen. 
In 1760 or 1761 the practice of hoeing was generally adopted 
by all who sowed turnips throughout the parish, and it has 
contributed greatly to clear the ground of wild oats, and other 
weeds, which used before to choke the corn, and the turnips 
set been very profitably made use of in feeding and fattening 
cattle,” 
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Mansion Houses, : 


~The House of Tertowie is an excellent modern building, 
situated in a retired part of the parish, in the midst of thriv- 
ing plantations and small but neatly laid out grounds. Kin- 
nellar Lodge is a handsome modern building, finely situated 
on the southern slope of the hill near to the old mansion of 
Glasgoego. The House of Kinaldie stands on flat ground 
between the railway station, near Pot Kilo and the Torry Hill, 
a small artificial mound on the Don. It is a neat cottage 
building, well suited for the size of the property. 

The Manse of Kinnellar is an old and not very commodious 
building, with a pretty large glebe attached. The Church was 
built in 1801, and is seated for about 250. It stands too near 
the west and northern boundary of the parish to be in a con-~ 
venient locality for those who reside (as the great bulk of the 
people do) in the east and southern division. . | 


Roads. - 


The old post road from Aberdeen to Inverness runs through 
the centre of the parish from east to west. The post-office at 
Blackburn, which has two mails a-day, is a little over eight 
miles from Aberdeen, and nearly two miles from the Kinaldie 
Railway Station. The continuation of the Tyrebaggar and 
Clynterty road, westwards, intersects the southern division at 
Tertowie, and the Glasgoforest, Auchenclech, and Auchronie 
roads run through the western division in the direction of 
Skene on the south. On the north there is the Blackburn and 
Kinaldie road, which extends across the Don to Hatton of 
Fintray by an iron girder bridge of two arches. The Kinaldie 
Railway Station is in the north-east corner of the parish, and 
103 pales from Aberdeen. A stage coach runs between Black- 
burn and Aberdeen every alternate day, and is of great ad- 
vantage to the district. 

Ancient Roads —The Romanum iter suppositum, indicated 
in Ptolemy’s Itinerary, as running from the Camp at Devana 
in Peter Culter to the Castra stiva of Glenmailen, would ap- 
pear to have passed through this parish to the west of tbs 
ring post on the Keir-hill (in Skene) by the Auchronies and 
Black Chambers,and by Bogheads through the Muir of Kinnellar 
to Kintore. A standing stone on South Auchronie, and the re- 
mains of some ancient circles on Backhill, would indicate very 
nearly the direction of this great Consular road. A few years — 
ago a bronze palstave was dug up on the estate of Colonel 

ing of Tertowie, which is within a mile of the road. Many 
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relics, in the form of flint arrow-heads, stone axes,* celts, &c., 
have been picked up at different times in various parts of the 

arish. On the north-east and south-west faces of the hill of 

innellar, “there have been tumuli containing urns,” &c., which 
indicate that this part of the parish had been the scene of 
sanguinary conflicts. Some of the barrows which have been 
opened on the northern face of the hill “ included urns of 
baked clay, contained ashes and calcined bones, placed on beds 
formed of clay, hardened by fire, and the hillocks made up of 

-goils from a distance.” Cazrn-a-veil stood upon the farm of 
Kinnellar, but was removed some years ago, and “it was found 
to contain a stone coffin, about six feet long, of six flags, hold- 
ing neither bones nor ashes, but some black dust.” The 
churchyard has been the site of a Druidical temple, several 
stones of which are of great size and weight ; and in the wall 
of the churchyard there are some large stones, about 10 feet 
in length and four feet thick, which appear to be the remains 
of the standing stones of the circle. Another, but smaller, 
circle is said to have stood on the top of an adjacent knoll 
called Benachard. In the churchyard there is “an ancient 
incised stone, which is represented in the Spalding Club’s 
Sculptured Stones of Scotland,” vol. 1, plate x. 

Upon the farm of Backhill formerly there were several small 
cairns, in which, when opened up, bones were found in a per- 
fect condition, but white, as if calcined upon the surface and 
black within. In the bottom of one of these cairns there were 
three concentric circles of stones, and in the inner circle the 
bones were found. On the borders of the farm of Hillhead of 
Auquhorsk there is the “ Drum Stone,” which is in sight both 
of Drum and Harlaw (?), upon which tradition says the “Gude 


* Note by Colonel William Ross King of Tertowie, F. A. 8S. Scot., on some 
stone relics found by him in Kinnellar :— 

‘* The stone axe is formed of water-worn granite, and is of a very unusual, if 
not unique, shape. It is quite flat on both faces, measuring 94 inches in 
length, and 7?ths across the widest part, and was found, together with the 
large flint spear-head, several feet below the surface of the ground, in an un- 
cultivated spot (whence other remains have at different times been exhumed), 
near Tertowie house, in the parish of Kinnellar, a district rich in primeval 
remains,” | 

‘* The axe-head, which is of the same description of stone as the former one, 
and of a character not found én situ, was subsequently dug up in the same 
spot. It is proportionally thicker and of amore rounded form, and measures 
74 inches in length by 54 in breadth, with a maximum or central thickness of 
about two inches.” 

‘* These axes, from the extreme rudeness of their manufacture, are evidently 
of a very early type, the natural form of the stones exhibiting traces of a very 
small amount of artificial adaptation. The former one has, however, appa- 
rently been left unfinished, a partially incised groove -near the upper edge of 
the narrower part indicating an evident intention to improve the form, and 
give a firmer hold to ita handle,” 
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Sir Alexander Irvine,” the Laird of Drum, made his testament 
immediately before going to the battle of Harlaw ; and on the 
hill of Auchronie there is the Assembly Cairn, or the Cairn- 
of-semblings, which occupies the highest point on the hill, and 
is visible over a great extent of country to the north and west. 

~The Common Muir of Kinnellar was divided between Kin- 
nellar and Kintore in 1840, and portions of it were set apart to 
the conterminous proprietors in Kinnellar, but the greater part 
of the muir still remains in an undisturbed state. 


Inns. 

There is only one Inn in the parish, the Inn at Blackburn, 
which, lying on the high road from Aberdeen to Inverurie, and 
about midway between the two places, is much frequented by 
travellers. 

There are no Fairs or Markets held within the parish. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KINNELLAR, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14rn MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, : : : ; ‘ £154 3 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ ‘ 3 710 
Total receipts, eo ; : : . £157 11 4 
Expenditure. | 
Relivf of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £123 11 10 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; : . : 4 310 
Medical Relief, . . ; . ; ‘ . 611 2 
Management, . ° . . : . . 20 19 103 
Law Expenses, . ‘ : , : ; . 211 1 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, : 2 ‘ ; 0 6 5% 
Total expenditure, r , 5 ‘ £157 17 94 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 




















Relieved during the year. reocive relief. Casual Poor. 
Ropu seo Sere Fatuous 
n ‘ or 
Regis- Other 
1861. | Males, | Females. | Total. | PePem4-| ‘terea | Pepend-| casua, | Depend-| Insane. 
ants. Poor. ; Poor ante. 


691 4 | 14 | 18] 18 | 8 7 3 1 0 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the — 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are two 
elected members on the Board. 
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IL—CIVIL HISTORY. - 


On the Moor of Kinnellar, the most part of which lies in the 
parish of Kintore, there are a great many tumuli, which indi- 
cate it to have been the scene of a great conflict, said to have 
taken place between the Scots and the Danes, but at what 
period there is no tradition. All we know is that the Danes 
made frequent landings on the east and north coasts of Scot- 
land, and that in many of the smaller cairns human skulls 
and bones have been found in a good state of preservation, 
and in some of the larger barrows, before noticed, urns of 
baked clay have been found. 

The Church of Kinnellar was one of the six vicarages which 
belonged to the parsonage of Kinkell, viz., Kintore, Dyce, Mon- 
keigie (Keith-hall), Kemnay, Dyce, and Drumblade, and the 
last Rector of Kinkell, and patron of these churches, was Mr. 
Alexander Galloway, who died 1552. The patronage and 
teinds of all these churches were afterwards bestowed by Arch- 
bishop Sharp on the Dean of the University of Saint Andrews, 
who executed these rights till 1761, when they were sold, Kin- 
nellar, Kemnay, Kintore, Keith-hall, and Drumblade being 
purchased by the Earl of Kintore. 


TIT.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Church is not conveniently situated for the great body of 
the parishioners. The Manse and domestic offices are valued 
at £20, and the Glebe and garden at £20. Stipend, with £60 
allowed by the Exchequer, £150, with £20, Scots, for grass 
money, and an equal sum annually for fire, there being no 
moss in the parish. The schoolmaster’s house and garden are 
valued at £10. The Free Church Manse, garden, &c., at Black- 
burn, are valued at £20. 

School Board.—There are four members upon the Board— 
Charles E. Dalrymple, Kinnellar Lodge, chairman; James 
Mearns, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d, per £. Bible 
and Catechism taught. There is but one school in the parish 
under the supervision of the Board, and 80 scholars. Popula- 
tion of the parish, 1871, 601. 

Parochial Registers.—The oldest. register begins in 1640, 
containing the texts and discipline, but no separate register 
was kept for marriages, baptisms, and burials till 1828. The 
following entry appears under date—“ May 4th, 1604, This 
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day was read from the pulpit an Act of His eure Council, 
for a solemn and religious Fast, upon account of the rigour of 
‘last winter, the coldness of the present spring, and the great 
mortality of bestial, to be observed on Watncaday, the 7th.” 
It is mentioned in a note that the frost and snow continued, - 
without any relaxation, for 18 weeks. “ A storm of thunder 
and hail, which happened on the 30th July, 1790, did consider- 
able damage to the turnips.” * 
Church Collections—These, for the year ended 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £17 7s. 1}d., of which sum £6 11s. 74d. 
was expended by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


JoHN Row, Principal of King’s College from 1622 to 1660, 
and one of the authors of “ Row’s Historie of the Kirk of 
Scotland,” died at Kinnellar, “ and was interred at the west 
end of the Church of Kinnellar, in the churchyard.” + 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THESE have been noticed previously. 


PARISH OF KINTORE. 


PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Liymology. 
KINTORE is from the Gaelic, Ceann-an-torr, which signifies 
the “ head of the conical hill,” or, “ the town at the head, or 
end of the conical hill.” Ceann, meaning the head or end, and 
Torr, a “ round hill.” ¢ : 


* Statistical Account of Kinnellar, 1792. 

+ Row’s Historie of the Kirk. Pref., pp. 53, 54. London, 1782. 

~ The names of several places in the parish are partly Gaelic and partly 
Scottish, some expressive of the local situation, as being on a height or hollow,, 
and some indicating the name of ancient possessors. There is Dalweary, in 
Gaelic, Daile-a-bhearaidh, “ the fields on the edge of the hill.” The Tuack © 
burn, T'yach-an, ‘‘ the smooth running stream.” Drumnaheath, Druim-na- 
feidh, “the ridge of the Deer.”  Tilly-bin, Tulach-bein, ‘‘ the knoll on the 
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Boundaries. 


_ The parish is bounded on the north and east by the river 
Don and the parishes of Inverurie, Keith-hall, and Fintray ; 
on the south by the parishes of Kinnellar and Skene; and on 
the west by the parish of Kemnay. 


Extent. 


In a direct line from south to north, that is from the 
boundary near Letter of Skene to the bridge over the Ury at 
Keith-hall, the distance is 52 miles, and from the Kinnellar 
boundary, near the church, to the Kemnay boundary at Serape- 
hard, the distance, in a direct line, is 45 miles. The whole areca 
of the parish is computed to be 9,187 acres. 


Topography. 

The surface of the parish is uneven, but far from hilly. Tho 
lands lying along the banks of the Don are flat, and (including 
the town of Kintore) are liable to be inundated by the river 
in time of floods. In the south division there are the rounded 
hills or knolls of Tuack and Tofts-hills, and the low rugged 
hills on Deystone and the Muir of Kinnellar. In the south- 
east there is the higher land on Bogheads, Womblehills, Ward- 
house, and Tillybin; and south-west of the burgh there aro 
the higher ridges of Uppermill, Tom’s Forest, and the Ratch- 
hills. On the north of these there is the finely wooded 

slopes of the Shaw Hill of Thainstone, which is about 480 feet 
above sea level, and the highest land in the parish. The 15th 
milestone on the Aberdeen and Inverurie road, which bounds 
the Parliamentary burgh of Inverurie in this parish, is 194 
feet, the church of Kintore is 165 feet, the Ladies’ Pool, or 
Pot, in the Don, on the northern boundary of the burgh, is 
153 feet, and the junction of the Monymusk with the Aber- 
deen road at Midmill, is 201 feet above sea level. The centre 
arch of the bridge over the Don at Inverurie is 201 feet, nine 
inches, the confluence of the Ury with the Don is 170 feet, 
. and the confluence of the burn of Tuack with the Don is 148 

feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 


The principal rocks in this parish are granite and gra- 
nitic-gneiss, and is to be found loose almost everywhere upon 
the surface, and in masses disposed. of in strata. On the hill 
of Tuack and in Tom’s Forest the granite is of a grey colour,and — 
the rock-has been extensively quarried for some years back. 


3B 
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_ Soils—The land along the valley of the Don is rich alluvial 
soil, resting on beds of gravel and fine sand. These haughs 
by the river side “are broad, rich, and deep in soil for 
nearly three miles, having been much enriched 6 the former 
overfiowings of the river, which here runs so slowly that it 
has much the appearance of a lake.” On the intermediate 
flat land and lower hill slopes there is black and yellow loam 
of a fair quality, resting on clayey-gravel and boulder rock, 
and on the higher lying ground the soil is various, consisting 
of sandy loam and gravel, derived from decomposed rock, black 
moorish soil, and peat earth. 
Hydrography. 

The river Don bounds the parish on the east and north for 
the distance of about 63 miles, following the windings of the 
stream, and throughout its course it has a very sluggish flow. 
Opposite the town of Kintore, there is the small island of Balby- 
than, and another gravelly island opposite the Stanners at 
Inverurie. At the bridge of Inverurie, water is abstracted for 
oropelling machinery of corn-grinding and other mills at Port- 

lphinstone, and for the Crichie paper works at Broomend. 
The present course of the Don along the burgh is about 23 miles 
in length, the direct distance being cath 14; and if the river 
were straightened through the Fintray haugh, and if 600 yards 
of a new channel were made below the island of Balbythan, 
about 80 acres of the present bed of the stream would be re- 
claimed, and the whole of the haugh land at present under 
cultivation would be greatly enhanced in value. The burns of 
Camiestone and the Garrode or Gorroch, drains the north-west 
division of the parish; and the burn of Midmill, which falls 
into the Don as a tributary of the Tuack and Torry burns, 
drains the whole of the central, south-west, and south-eastern 
portions. 

Springs or Wells.—All over the parish, springs of pure water ~ 
are numerous. On the Muir of Kuintore, banierng with Kin- 
nellar, are the “Siller Wells,” which send forth water as pure 
as crystal; and near the old road, or “ Wine Causeway,” is the 
Cadjer Well and the well of the Toft Hills. In other parts | 
there are many springs of pure water, some having mineral | 
properties. On the Rushie-law, formerly part of the common 
of Kintore, and now part of the farm of Deystone, there was a 
strong chalybeate spring, anciently called “Dean’s Well,” from a 
man of that name who was restored to health by drinking of 
the water after he “was rossen to death by the witchcraft of 
‘Isobel Cockie, who was condemned and burned at Aberdeen, 
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for witchcraft, in 1596.” * This well was at one time frequented 
by “the sober matron who wished to know her husband’s ail- 
ments, and the.love-sick nymph that of her languishing swain,” 
who, before partaking of the water, propitiated the spirit of the 
well by dropping in a button, or a pin, or other small offering ; 
but either the degeneracy of the times, or the contempt now 
held for such objects of former veneration, the well has now 
been improved out of sight. 

Fishings—Salmon, various kinds of trout, pike, and eels, © 
are abundant in the Don, but for many years the salmon fish- 
ings have not been reckoned of much value. The river is only 
fished by the rod. The pearl mussel (Mya Margaritifera) havo 
almost entirely disappeared. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The remains of the old woods of Crichie, Thainstone, and 
Tom’s Forest, extend for several miles, from the Don on the 
north, and along the high ground southwards, on the western 
boundary with Kemnay. Around the old Castle of Hall-forest, 
and on the flat ground on Midmill and Uppermill, and on 
the higher knolls on Auquherton and Wardes, there are ex- 
tensive plantations of Scots fir and larch, which were planted 
about 40 years ago, and chiefly upon worthless moors incap- 
able of cultivation, but which are now covered with thriving 
and very valuable timber.f The older Scots fir trees in Tom’s 
Forest were cut down some years ago, and young trees of 
various kinds planted, which, in general, have a thriving ap- 
pearance. Throughout the parish the older and some of the 
more recently planted larch trees have dicd out; the Scots 
fir, the common spruce, and some hardwood trees, growing 
freely. In the burgh of Kintore there are some fine old ash 
and other hardwood trees about gardens. In the south end 

*This Court of ye Burgh of Kintore, holden at ye Cloven Stone, upon ye 
elleventh day of March, MCVJ. nyntie-fyve years, anent the complent given 
in against John Smith and Alex. Black, in Kintore, for aleged beating and 
stricking of Isobel Cockie ; and ye woman being examined, it was found yt ye 
. 8d Isobel was in distemper, and they were forced to put her out of doors. 
Followis the debursementis maid be the Comptar, at command, and be vir- 
tow of the ordnance, in the birning and sustentation of the witches :—Jonett 
Wischart and Isobel Cockie burnt, 1596; Thomas Leis, burnt 23rd Februar, 
1597 ; Chirsten Mitchell, Bessie Thom, Issobel Barron, burnt 9th March, 1597. 
—Burgh Records. ; 

+ ‘‘ For some years back, Lord Kintore has enclosed and planted upwards of 
250 acres annually in this parish. The planting is done by contract with a 
nurseryman from Aberdeen, at the rate of about 10s. 10d. per acre. The 
planter is taken bound to fill up the ground regularly for three years. And 
great care is at the same time taken to cut down any broom or whins that 


might endanger the growth of the plants.” —New Statistical Account, Kintore 
Parish, p. 661. : 
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of the town there is an extensive nursery for raising fruit and 
forest’ trees, evergreens, and flowering shrubs, such as are 
naturalised to the climate. But though the soil be well fitted 
for rearing plants of a vigorous and hardy nature, the open 
exposure of the grounds to the frosts and milldews arising 
from the sluggish flow of the Don, must be a drawback to the 
successful rearing of half-hardy and tender-wooded trees and 

lants.* In the old woods of Broomend, and along the Don 

elow Port-Elphinstone, there are some thriving belts and 
clumps of mixed forest trees, and some fine beech and thorn 
hedges on Crichie. Near Port-Elphinstone there is a consider- 
able extent of ground laid out as a nursery, which has a fine 
exposure, and seems well adapted for rearing all kinds of fruit, 
forest, and ornamental trees. In the private grounds of 
Thainstone there are some good specimens, and a fine variet 
of Scots fir, spruce, and larch, with hardwood trevs intermixed, 
and here there is avery fine specimen of the Wellingtonia 
Gigantea, planted in 1864, which girths about two feet four 
inches at the ground, and stands nearly 16 feet high. 

Botany.—The only plants in this parish worthy of notice, be- 

sides those which are common everywhere throughout the dis- 
trict, are the Alisma plantago—Greater Water Plantain; 
Chrysosplenium alternifolium—Alternate-leaved Golden Saxi- 
frage ; Ononis arvensis—Rest Harrow ; Anagallis tenella—Bog 
Pimpernel ; Lysimachia nemorum—Y ellow Pimpernel ; Sym- 
phytum tuberoswum—Tuberous-rooted Comfrey; Myriophyllum 
sprcatum—Spiked Water Milfoil; and Veronica officonalis— 
Common Speedwell. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at a above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 


of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
14 14 22 20 27 


And 16 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Ae Some of the low lying lands along the Don being, proverbially, “frosty 
places. | 
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Valuation, or Rent of the Parish of Kintore, year 1872-73, £5,239 9 7 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, anc | 
Woodlands, ‘ ; : . ; ; ‘ 330 0 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings where let, ; : : 115 0 0 
Do. Mills, Manufacturing Premises, and Waterfalls, . 475 10 6 
Do. Quarries, , . ; , : ; ‘ : 57 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . ; 59 6 4 
Do. Small Properties, each under £100 of yearly value, 456 18 0 
Do. Great North of Scotland, and Alford Valley Railways, 1,049 0 0 
Total value, ; ; ; ‘ ; £7,782 4 5 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and ex- 
ceed £100 sterling, are— 
The Right Honourable the Earl of Kintore. 
John Forbes Mitchell, Esq. of Thainstone. 
Messrs. Thomas Tait & Sons, Crichie paper works. 


The Great’ North of Scotland, and Alford Valley Railway Companies (extra 
burghal). 


And 17 owners of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. — 


Farming.—With the exception of some lots of land in the 
burgh, and two farms let under improving leases, the whole 
lands in the parish are let under lease for 19 ytars duration; 
the rotation of cropping varying from the fifth to the sixth, and 
in some cases the seventh-course shift is followed. Oats, bear, 
or barley (and occasionally a small patch of wheat), are raised 
in the proportion of eight acres of oats to one of all the other 
kinds of cereal crops. The soil is favourable to the growth of 
turnips, which are cultivated to considerable advantage by a 
combination of bone dust and other extraneous manures, with 
farmyard dung. Potatoes are grown by the farmers only for 
domestic use, and the field cultivation of cabbages, carrots, 
&¢., is only practised by the small burghal farmers. 

Improvements—Within the past 40 years, about 1,000 acres 
of waste land have been brought into very profitable cul- 
tivation, by trenching and draining; and from the abundance 
of stones, most of the land has been substantially enclosed. 
On the burgh muir, and on the north-eastern parts of the 
muir of Kintore, otherwise Kinnellar, which was apportioned to 
_ this parish, a great extent of land has been brought into culti- 
vation, and much of the older cultivated land throughout the 
parish has been greatly improved by drainage and enclosing. _ 

Houses.—The larger farm buildings may be ys plain, but 
commodious, some of them have been improved of late years ; 
the walls generally are built with stone and lime, and most of 
them have slated roofs; and all have corn thrashing-mills 
attached, which are propelled by water, horse, and one by 
steam power. On the smaller farms and crofts (and they are 
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by far the most numerous), many of the office houses, and a 
good few of the dwelling-houses, have only thatched roofs. 

Fences.—Excepting the haughs of Kintore and Thainstone, 
and some of the higher contiguous land, the farms throughout 
the parish are regularly subdivided and enclosed by substan- 
tial stone dykes, and the fields generally are well supplied with 

water, and mostly well aes 

Cattle—The old Aberdeenshire breed and shorthorn crosses 
form the chief cattle stock, very few sheep being kept by the 
farmers in the parish. 

Embankments.—Several extensive embankments have been 
formed along the Don, both above and below the Inverurie 
bridge, chiefly, and first, for protecting the intake water to the 
old canal, and latterly, for protecting the inlet water to the 
Port-Elphinstone mills and the Broomend paper works. Below 
the mill houses of Thainstone, and along the toy of the haugh, 
an extensive embankment was erected soon after the great 
flood of August, 1829, which was destroyed by the flood of Sep- 
tember, 1839. The flood of 1829 is said to have risen 14 feet 
above the ordinary level of the river, and that of 1839 to within 
about 18 inches of the same height, and both floods did great 
damage to the land below, and occasioned serious loss of crops, 
the whole valle , for miles below, from bank to brae, and in- ~ 
cluding the main street of the burgh of Kintore, was laid com- 
pletely under water. The Thainstone embankment, which was 

amaged by the flood of 1839, was substantially repaired and 
heightened, by which means the direct flood water is now kept 
in the channel of the river; but the lower and most valuable 
haugh lands of Kintore are still liable to be inundated by back 
water arising from ordinary floods, which can only be prevented 
by making a new channel for the river, as previously noted. 

Bureu oF KintTore.*—The town and burgh of Kintore occu- 

ies a flat position along the right banks of the Don, and the 
ollowing is a description of the boundaries of the burgh :— 
_“ From the point on the south-east of the town, at hic the 
burn of Tuack joins the river Don, up the burn of Tuack to 
the point at which same is joined by Torry burn; thence up 
the Torry burn to the bridge over the same, on the Aberdeen 
road ; thence in a straight line to the point at which the Hall 
Forest road leaves the road to the Sheep-cotes; thence in a 
straight line to the bridge over the Aberdeenshire canal, near 
“the farm of Tilty ; thence in a straight line to the point of the 

*Krnrorx.— Notorial Copy Charter James IV., 3 February, 1506. Granted, 
Burgensibus et communitati cum potestate burgensibus, et communitati, balives, et 
alios, et alios officiarios necessarios annuation elegendi. 


” 
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island in the lands of Balbythan, near the Glebe ; thence along 
the river Don, taking the northernmost branch thereof at the 
points at which the same is divided into two branches, to the 
point first described.” 

Tradition says that the original charter of the burgh was 
granted by Kenneth II, which was lost, but one, which bears 
to be a confirmation of it, by James IV., 1506, is said to be 
still extant. Kintore is a Royal Burgh, and at the time of the 
seep enquiry by a Government Commission in 1833 was 
reported as being “in the most impoverished condition of 
any town in Scotland.” It always had a regular magistracy, 
and as the Sett* of the burgh did not require any periodical 
change in the officials, a member of the Kintore family had 
been Provost for a great number of years previous to the Act 
3 and 4, William IV.,Cap.76. The royal burgh is nearly iden- 
tical with the parliamentary burgh, and is wholly within the 
parish. Kintore unites with Elgin, Cullen, Banff, Inverurie, 
and Peterhead in electing an M. P. for what is called the Elgin 
District of Burghs. 


VALUATION OF THE ROYAL BURGH OF KINTORE, 1872-1873. 


sat me awe 











Lands and ITeritages. Railways. Total. 


 spreremrmenee 


£1,774 19 4 £364 0 0 £2,188 19 4 


POPULATION OF BURGH, 1801 TO 1871. 


1801. 1811. 1821. 1831. 1841. 








312 402 462 


The Population of the Burgh was included in the parish for 
the census of 1801 and 1811. 
PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY. 


Voters on Roll, 1832-33. | Voters on Roll, 1868-69. | Voters on Roll, 1872-73. 
35 10st 68 


* By the Sett of the oad the old Council, consisting of nine, with the 
Magistrates, choose the new Magistrates ; then the old Council, with the new 
Magistrates choose the new Council. There is no restriction as to the re- 
election of the same persons. ‘The present resident Chief-Magistrate has filled 
the office for more than 20 years. 

‘* Kintore has now no property and no debt. Its only revenue consists of feu- 
duty, paid by Lord Kintore, amounting to £9 6s., Scots, and £1 13s. 4d., sterling, 
paid annually by the family of Craigievar, to the poor of Kintore, as an amerce- 
ment for the murder, within the burgh, of one of the family of Gordon of Craig- 
mile,” — Evidence taken by Royal Commissioners at Kintore, 14th September, 1833. 


t In the rull of voters for 1868-69, a gross blunder must have been committed by the Assessor, 
who is not amenable to the Magistrates who appointed him to do the duty. 


856. : ROADS. 


The ya tee houses in the town lie along the old post road 
from Aberdeen to Inverness. Some scattered houses are built 
along the old Aberdeen road in the south end of the town, 
and along the Burghmuir on the west road. The Town-house, 
Manse, Church, Ghirchyard. and Parish School, are in the 
south end of the main street, and the railway station, Free 
Church and schools are in the north. | 


Banks. 


A National Security Savings Bank was established in 1837, 
which has been very successful, anda branch of the North of. 
Scotland Bank was opened about 30 years ago. There are two 
inns in the burgh, and several shops which supply most articles 
of merchandise in common use, with bakers and butchers. 
There are Subscription and Sabbath School Libraries, each con- 
taining several hundred volumes for the use of members. 


Mills and Manufactories. 


At Port-Elphinstonethere are corn-grinding mills and grana- 
ries on a very extensive scale, and saw-mills for manufacturing 
timber. There is also a pretty extensive brewery and ale- 
‘bottling establishment, and an alehouse and some mercantile 
shops, These fall within the extended parliamentary bound- 
aries of the burgh of Inverurie, but they are within the parish 
of Kintore. 

The extensive paper manufactory of Broomend, near Port- 
Elphinstone, belonging to Messrs. Tait, is in this parish, and 
although the works have not becn many years established, the 
company employ about 200 hands, and they are said to be in 
& prosperous condition. 

Sewerage. 

The town of Kintore was partly sewered about two years 
ago, but from the low position of the houses in the most po- 
pulous part of the town, and the flat swampy nature of the 
adjoining ground on the river side, the thorough drainage or 
sewerage of such a place (the inhabitants of which have long 
been_ known to be predisposed to low typhus fever), would re- 
quire more than ordinary attention as to levels, by avoiding 
putting down deep cess-pool drains, such as those recently put 
down in the lower parts of the town of Inverurie. 


Roads. 


The old post road from Aberdeen to Inverness intersects the 
arish from the Kinnellar boundary at Glasgoforest to the 
ridge over the Don at Inverurie, being a distance of about 
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six miles, The Monymusk and Alford road is carried from 
Torry burn, in a westerly direction for nearly three miles, 
to the Kemnay boundary, with a branch from Hallforest to 
Midmill. On the south-east there is the Glasgoforest, Augher- 
ton, and Scrapehard road, and the Ley-lodge road, which leads 
- from Hall-forest, southward to Skene; and on the extreme 
northern division there is the Port-Elphinstone road which 
leads to Kemnay. On the east of the town there is the Fin- 
tray road, on which there is a ferry boat and ford on the Don, 
which is often not fordable when the river is but slightly 
- flooded, consequently the ford is a great drawback to the trade 
of the place from that quarter. 


Railways. 


The joint station for the Great North and Alford Valley 
Railways is 13} miles from Aberdeen. Passengers from Aber- 
deen to Alford are carried through, but not at ordinary fares, 
as the trains carrying the same class of passengers are not ar- 
ranged to suit each other, although both lines are under the 
same management. Alford Valley passengers with through 
tickets to Aberdeen are not allowed to leave the sheds at the 
Kintore Station, though often they have to wait an hour, al- 
ways half-an-hour, for the trains upon the main line to take 
them on. 


Mansion Houses. 


Thainstone House is the only territorial residence within the 
parish. It is a handsome commodious building, and the situa- 
tion, on the south eastern slope of a finely wooded hill, is very 
pleasant, and the view of the valley of the Don eastward 1s very 
extensive. The Manse was built in 1784, but in 1836 it was 
nearly re-built, and is a very fine residence, standing within 
the burgh, with six acres of excellent land attached to it, and 
two acres of grass glebe at some little distance. The Church 
and churchyard stands nearly in the centre of the town, in a 
centrical situation for the population. The church was built 
in 1819, and is seated for 700. 

The Town-house was built between the years 1737 and 1747, 
and is a plain leoking building, with a small clock tower. An 
outside stair leads to the council-room, which occupies the 
upper floor, and underneath there is the lock-up-house, a 
shop, and meal-girnals. Behind there is a school-room and 
school house. The building stands on the ground where the 
old Mary-mass Fair was held. The town’s clock was a gift of 
Earl of Kintore, in 1772, and the bell in the clock tower bears 
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the following inscription :—Zcclese Parochiales de Kintore 
Fundor sumtibus et in usum Judicti, Albertus Gelly Fecit. 
A.D, MDCCII. Memores estote Supreme Judicti. 

The Castle-hill, an artificial mound of earth and stones, 
stood near the churchyard, on the west side of the Loch burn, 
but the formation of the Great North of Scotland Railway in 
1854 led to its total annihilation. The top of it was about 30 
feet high above the burn; its base was about 150 feet in dia- 
meter, and about 30 feet at the top, which was quite flat. The 
surface of the mound appeared to have been composed of 
burnt earth, and underneath there were found irregular masses 
of stones, among which there were 11 large blocks of various 
shapes. One was found to be of Benachie granite, the others — 
were of blue granite, such as are found in the neighbourhood, 
and one block of whinstone, which measured seven feet long, 
two feet broad, and about 18 inches thick. Two of the stones 
had inscribed figures on them, and it is probable that others 
may have been inscribed, as several of them were destroyed 
before the inscriptions were observed by the workmen.* 

The ruins of the ancicnt Castle of Hall-forest stand about 
a mile to the south-west of the burgh. Kennedy says, “ Hall- 
forest (a royal castle), according to tradition, was built by King 
Robert Bruce for a hunting hall, It consisted of four stories, 
having embattlements, besides what is called a capehouse, with 
a moveable ladder, by which those who occasionally lodged in it ' 
entered to the first floor. The Earl Marischal, having acquired 
a right to it from the crown, presented it to his son, the first 

Ear! of Kintore.”+ It 1s now in ruins, and all that remains of 
it is a square block of the building, which contains two lofty 
arched apartments, the crown of the upper arch being covered 
with rubbish, from which several shrubs have sprung. Traces 

* **On the south and east sides of the Castle-hill sundry pits were found from 
ten to two feet below the top of the hill, of about three to four feet in length, 
and of various widths and depths, and of a circular or oval form, in which 
. was found burnt clay, charcoal, and bones. Similar pits were also brought to 
light in the railway cutting south of the Castlehill. These pits were about 
the size of those described, and contained stones wasted with fire, charred 
earth, and bones. One of them was covered by a block of unhewn stone, and 
under it was a large urn of baked clay, containing a damp substance like meal. 
The urn was broken in removing the stone. In other pits there were found 
_ bones and burnt earth, ashes, and charcoal, about eight feet below the surface. 
About the same time the writer dug up in the churchyard of Kintore a sculp- 
tured monument, in the burial ground of the forefathers of Mr. Smith of 
the Goose Croft.”—The Early History of Kintore, by Alexander Watt, 1864. 

+ The castle is said to have ‘‘been granted, along with the surrounding domain, 
to Robert de Keith, Great Marischal of Scotland, after the battle of Inverurie, 
according to some, but according to others, after Bannockburn, in which he 


rendered essential service to the cause of Bruce.”—New Statistical Account of 
Kintore, 1842. | 
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of much larger dimensions were lately visible, though the 
plough has made encroachments on every side. On the higher 

rounds north of the “ Craigievar road,” and the line of the 
Alford Valley Railway, stand the “Cloven Stone” * and the 
remains of the campfolds, where it is said Montrose encamped 
3,000 of his men on his way north, in 1645. Bordering the 
woods of Thainstone is the “ Cambus or Camus Stone,” and near 
by the site of an old chapel and burying-ground ; and the re- 
mains of Bruce’s camp, on the Shaw-hill of Thainstone, where 
he lay previous to the battle of Barra. To the’ north and 
west of the town there is the remains of an extensive en- 
closure sometimes called the “ Deer Dykes,” and sometimes the 
“Deer Den.” Until recently, portions of the north, west, and 
south walls or dykes were visible. These dykes appear to have 
formed an oblong square, and enclosed an arca of about 90 
acres. Part of the west dyke, about 35 years ago, measured 
over 20 feet at base, with fosse outside ou 14 feet broad. 
In the neighbourhood of this enclosure, numerous cairns 
stood on the muir, which, when opened up, were found to 
contain fiat stones, with ashes upon them, showing marks 
of fire, and an intcresting collection of flint arrow heads, 
stone celts, &c., has been from time to time picked up within 
the parish. On the hill of Tuack, which borders the burgh on 
the south, there is a Druidical circle, and near by it a stone 
called the King’s Chair. The circle 1s 24 feet in diameter, and 
is surrounded by a trench about 12 feet broad, and around the 
inner circle there are six standing stones. 

In the old statistical account of this parish, mention 1s made 
of “ three stone circles between Kintore and Inverurie.” One 
of them, in the old wood of Crichie, now only remains to be 
noticed. It isin the form of an entrenched circle, 50 feet in 
diameter, and surrounded by a moat or fosse 20 feet wide, and 
about six feet deep. Only two of the outside stones remain, 
one standing on each ane of “the Crichie sculptured stone.” 
Another cauipeated stone was fished out of the bed of the Don 
in 1853, a little below the Inverurie bridge, which now stands 
at Keith-hall. The Castle-hill stones now lie at the town-head 
of the burgh. 

Accurate drawings of all the Kintore sculptured stones are 
iven in the book of “Sculptured Stones of Scotland,” pub- 
ished by the “ Spalding Club.” 

Near to the original site of the Crichie sculptured stone, and 
In excavating the circles, were found urns of various sizes, filled 
_ With incinerated bones, black mould, bits of charcoal, stone 
_ * A largestone on Ratch-hills, between the lands of Kintore and Thainstone. 


a 


_ likely to have been used 


& 
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cists, with human bones very distinct ; and close to one pit 
was found a stone celt, “ perforated by a hole for the handle,” 

oe the Druids in performing sacrifice, 
a conjecture warranted by its being found close to the Druidical 


temple. 


This district, and in an especial manner the parish of Kin- 
tore, must have been the scene of strife, contention, and of 
blood, from an early age down to the battles of Barra and Har- 
law, though neither of these battles were fought within the 
parish. Bruce had his camp on Crichie, and his cave on the 


. Don, previous to the battle of Barra. 


On the moor between Kintore and Kinnellar, the numerous 
tumuli which occur gives ground for supposing that they are 
the remains of either battle or flight. Many years ago the far- 
mer in Bogheads, in removing stones from one of the larger 
barrows, for the purpose of building dykes, “found several 

vieces of a black substance, very light, marked with dots of a 
cifaent colour, and perforated, as if with the view of being 
strung together.” In the centre of a large cairn in the muir, 
a stone coffin was dug up, in or near which was discovered an 
urn containing human ba and a large ring, composed of a 
substance resembling finely-veined marble. Another cairn, 
more recently opened up, was found to contain, among other 
things, a rude urn. We now come to notice the peculiarities 
of the tumuli in this as well as in other parts of the country of 
probably equal antiquity, and though many of them have been 
razed to the foundation, yet they all exhibit a striking similar- 
ity in structure, which must lead to the belief that they were 
the work of one nation and set of people. But for what pur- 

ose were those rude piles haadled together in such a con- 
fused mass of stones and earth? If for the purpose of com- 
memorating the achievements of the dead; or as a monument 
to their praise, it is only remarkable that there never has been 
found any hieroglyphic, or marking of any kind, to point out 
the name or country of the deceased. ‘These cairns could not 
have been raised for protecting the bodies of the dead from 
ravenous wolves, as most of, if not all the bodies, seem to have 
been reduced to ashes before interment, so that there could 
be no danger from that quarter. They could hardly be the 


work of ages, although all nations venerate the ashes of the ~ 


dead, and none were ever found so rude as to have no monu- 
ments or method of distinguishing the resting places of their 
heroes and saints, yet here all were mostly alike in shape and 
construction, and differ only in size, which may be accounted 
for by the custom, which still prevails in some parts of the 
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country, of casting a stone to the cairn, in ie ade to the 
veneration and respect that was paid to the deceased. 

The Druidical circles and sculptured stones indicate another 
age and race of people, and bear marks of great antiquity, and 
the probable conjecture is, that these circles were places of 
worship, and that the upright stones by which they were sur- 
rounded represented Celtic deities.** As to the “ Deer Dykes” 
on the burgh muir of Kintore, the most probable conjecture 
is, that they were intended as a place of security for cattle, ~ 
or for keeping off the wild animals that came from the forest 
and destroyed the crops of the natives. But as these dykes or 
encampment, stood directly in the line of the great consular 
highway of Ptolemy, from Deeside to Glenmailen, which ran 
through, and is nearly identical with, the “ Wine Causeway ” . 
in the muir of Kinnellar, the Deer Dykes, the Crichie circles, 
and the fords of the Don at the Coble-haugh of Inverurie, 
therefore the so called Deer Dykes may have been one of the 
intermediate resting camps of the Romans. 


Markets. 


Cattle markets are held on the second Thursday in January ; 
on the first Thursday in February ; on the second Thursday in 
March ; on the second Thursday in May; on the first Thursday 
in July ; and on the third Thursday in November. . 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF KINTORE, DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED l4raH MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, : : : ‘ : . £758 4 5 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ? F 22 2 2 
Total receipts, . . . . «. «© « £780 6 7 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £481 15 2 
Relief of Casual Poor, - ; , ; ; 18 7 34 
Medical Relief, . ; : ‘ . ‘ : 21 8 2 
Management, . ’ . , ; : : 4619 6 
Law enses, . ; ‘ ‘ . ‘ : 17 16 6 
On Buildings, not authorised, . .  . : 217 6 
Balance inhand, . ‘ ‘ . (&49l 2 5% 
———— £780 6 





* Phurnutus de Nat. Deorum, c. 16. 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 1l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. Died or ceased to! Qasnal Poor. 








Population receive relief. Wincie 
in Rae. fo, ey eg, or 
1861. Depend-| ReS#8- /nepend-| Other |Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. ree O eres aiita: pig Anta” 
1,895 18 46 64 35 6 12 6 8 9 





The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants. There are two elected 
members on the Board. 


II.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


A.D. 1824. In a roll of lost charters of Robert I., is “Carta 
Roberti Keith of the Forrest of Kintor, except the Park.” In 
1375, “ King David IT. granted charters to Mauld Bruce, sister 
to the King, of the lands of Fromerteine, and Thanage of Kin- 
tore ”;—“to William Chalmer, of the lands of Thanstown and 
FKoullertown,and of the duty of Kinkeld and Dys;”—“ to Robert 
Glen, of the lands of Glasgow-le-forest, in the Thanedom of Ken- 
tore” ;—“to the Earl of Sutherland and his spouse of the half 
of Foirmartein and half of the Thanedom of Kintore.” * 

“ Hall-forest and Chappel, an old ruinous castle, said to have 
been built by King Robert I. for a hunting-hall, as they call 
it; that is, for a lodging to retire into for refreshment, after 
hunting in the forest." Hall-forest was granted by Robert 
the Bruce to Robert de Keith, Great Marischal of Scotland, in 
consideration of his services at Bannockburn; who, in course 
of time, gave it to his third son, Sir John Keith, created Earl 


of Kintore, in 1677. In 1639, it was the residence of the Earl 


Marischal, and subjected to frequent attacks during the wars 
of the Covenanters, Hall-forest, and the lands and Thanedom 
of Kintore, are the property of Francis Alexander, the present 
and ninth Earl in lineal descent, and Lord-Lieutenant of Aber- 
deenshire since 1863. . 3 


* Robertus Index to the.Charters, pp. 2, 36, 38, 39, 62, 63. 
+ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p. 250. 
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III—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tuts parish formerly belonged to the Presbytery of Aberdeen, 
but by an Act of Synod, 1702, was for a time annexed to the 
Garioch, and has continued in that Presbytery every since. 
The parish now includes that portion (about one-third) of the 
old parish of Kinkell, which was annexed, in 1754, by the 
Lords Commissioners for the plantation of Kirks, and originally 
it was one of the six inferior parishes which belonged to the 
parsonage of Kinkell. | 

The Parish Church stands in the town of Kintore, in a cen- 
trical situation in reference to the population, but not so in 
reference to the extent and locality, being very near the north- 
eastern boundary with Keith-hall and Fintray. The Manse 
and domestic offices are valued at £25 a-year; and the Glebe, 
lands, and garden at £22. Stipend--£87 9s. 10d., including 
allowance for communion elements; meal, 113 bolls; barley, 
33 bolls, payable by the fiars’ prices. The teinds are exhausted. | 
The Free Church Manse and garden are valued at £15. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 

William Tait, Broomend, chairman ; John C. Turner, clerk and 
- treasurer. School Rate, per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are two schools in the parish under the super- 
vision of the Board. At the Kintore school there are 167 
scholars, and at the Port-Elphinstone School there are 151. 
Population of the parish, 1871, 2,158. . 

arochial Registers.—The earliest date of the parochial 

registers 1s that of 1713, and since 1750 they have been kept 
with great regularity. 

Bequests and Mortifications which have been made at 
different times to the burgh and parish of Kintore :— 

First—There is theCraigievar blood money previously noticed. 

Second— Davidson’s Mortification which now amounts to 
£300 stg., 3 per cent. Consols, the interest of which is given to 
“seven, or eight, or nine, or ten of the poor people of the town 
of Kintore yearly,” no one receiving more than twenty shillings 
sterling, and ten shillings be given every year out of the inter- 
est to a minister “to priche in the said parish church, on the 
first day of every new year, setting forth what this charity was 
left for, and which way it should be applyed.” James David- 
son of the Temple, London, died 1765. 

Third—Buchan’s legacy of £150 sterling was left to pay a 
teacher of a school in the west side of the parish of Kintore. 
John Buchan, a native of the parish, died 1841. 
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Fourth—Baillie M‘Kay’s legacy of £400 sterling was left to 
the Magistrates and Town Council of the burgh, and the minis- 
ter of the parish of Kintore, all for the time being, and the in- 
terest thereof to be divided yearly and equally between the 
poor of the burgh and Letagn Baillie M‘Kay was a civil dig- 
nitary of the burgh, and his will is dated 1880. | 

Fifth—My. A. Smith bequeathed £100 sterling to the Dea- 
con’s Court of the Free Church, to pay the school fees of poor 
children within the parish not in the receipt of parochial relief. 

Siath—Mr. A. Garden, who died in 1846, left the interest of 
£118 6s. 2d. sterling, under some life rent burden, for the edu- 
cation of poor children within the parish of Kintore; appoint- 
ing the minister and office-bearers of the Free Church, and his. 
executors as trustees for that purpose. 

Seventh—Miss Ross, who died in 1861, left the interest of 
£100 sterling to the minister and kirk-session of the parish, to 
be divided among the poor of the congregation not receiving 
parochial relief; and the interest of £100 sterling to the minis- 
ter and session of the Free Church in Kintore, to be used for 
the same pu and £200 sterling to the deacons of the 
Free Church, to be invested in good security, and the proceeds 
applied for the benefit of the Free Church in Kintore. Miss 
Ross was the last surviving daughter of a former schoolmaster 
of the parish. 

Church Collections—For the year ended, 14th May, 1871, 
these amounted to £15 14s. ld., of which sum £8 4s. ld. was 
expended by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


It appears that, in ancient times, Kintore boasted of a race- 
course, and, on this subject, ARTHUR JOHNSTON (though not a 
native of the parish, when very young, attended the school of 
Kintore) has adverted to the circumstance in one of his lighter 
pieces :— 
** Jugera Kintorii si spectes, uber Elensis, 
ertilis et dici Trinacris ora nequit. 


Dona, Caledonios inter pulcherrimus amnes, 
Hoc rigat, et pingui ditior unda solo est. 


Hic ego sum, memini, Musarum factus alumnus 
Et tiro didici verba Satina loqui 
Carminz Meonio veteres tollantur Athens 
Urbs hec virsiculis est celebranda meis,”—Poemata Varia-Kintorium. 
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Sr. ANDREW MitcHELL, who acted as Ambassador to the 
Court of Prussia, in the reign of Frederick the Great, was the 
proprietor of the lands of Thainstone, and though not born in 
the parish, often resided on his estate within it. 

Ancient Families.—A. family of the name of Hill have kept 
a small property within the burgh since the reign of Robert 
the Bruce, and another of the name of Smith still possess the 
Goose Croft, granted to their forefathers by James V. 7 

In the churchyard of Kintore there is a monument which 
was erected by John Harvey, of Castle Semple, Esq., and 
Robert Farquhar of Portland Place, London, Esq., in memory 
of Alexander, James, and Charles Farquhar, the three youngest 
sons of Baillie Alexander Farquhar, of this burgh, and Eliza- 
beth Harvey, his spouse, who all died in the prime of life, 
Alexander, horn 1761, died in the island of Antigua, 1792. 
James, born 1763, lost his life with Governor Home in the 
Island of Grenada, in an insurrection of the negroes, instigated 
by the French from Guadaloupe, at Morue Quaquo, on the 8th 
April, 1795, and of Charles, born 1769, and died in this place, 
1798, of consumption, brought on by fatigue during the insur- 
rection in the said island of Grenada, and lies buried in this 
churchyard. This tombstone is erected to perpetuate the 
memory of the premature fate of these amiable and meritorious 
young men. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE ancient tower of Hall-forest is within a mile of the western 
boundary of the burgh. The date of its erection 1s uncertain ; 
and all that remains of a very extensive building, is a rectan- 
gular tower of considerable hehe, containing two very lofty 
arched apartments, one above the other. The highest arch is 
covered with the debris from the superstructure which has 
fallen in, and from whence spring some shrubs and grass now 
in undisturbed possession of the huntiag seat, according to tra- 
dition, of Robert the Bruce. 


3C 
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PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE. 





PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 

Tux old parishes of Leochel and Cushnie were united in 1795, 
on the death of Mr. Francis Adam, minister of Cushnie. In 
ancient documents, Leochel is spelt Loychel, Loquhell, Lochel, 
Lochale, Leuchell, and Tachek The derivation of Leochel 
given by the late Rev. Dr. Taylor, is correct only as to ortho- 
graphy. The name is derived from the Celtic Lia, which sig- 
nifies grey (and not a stream, as the learned doctor has it), and 
with the compound word wichill, a very common construction 
of Uch-dach-M hill, meaning “ prominent hills,” we have Lia- 
uich-ill, the “grey prominent hills,” which are ~ery descriptive 
of the parish, and the derivation has every degree of probability. 

Guehnia has been spelt Cussenin, Cusschene, Cusseny, 
Cuischnie, Cusney, and Cushney. It is derived from the 
‘eltic Ch’oisimn, or Cl’oisne, which means the “corner or angle ” 
of the country, as Dal or Daile-choisne, in Perthshire, means 
“the field at the corner or angle.” 


Boundaries. 

The parish is bounded on the north by Kildrummy and 
Alford ; on the east by Tough and Lumphanan ; on the south 
by Coull, Tarland, and Logie-Coldstone ; and on the west by - 

Towie. 
: kiatent. 

The extreme length in a direct line, from the Tarland 
boundary, near Tilly-lodge, to the top of Callievar on the 
north, is about 53 miles, and the distance, from the Tough 
boundary on the east, to the top of the hill of Cushnie on the 
west, is nearly seven miles. The whole area is computed to ~ 
be 12,859 acres, 448 decs. 

Topography. : 

The surface of the parish is extremely undulating. The 
valley of the water of Leochel runs along the eastern and 
southern boundaries of the parish, intersecting a portion of the 
eastern division; the valley or glen of Cushnie, running along 
the northern, and intersecting the south-western division, 
The haugh on the burn of Leochel, at the bridge of Scuttrie, 
is 500 feet above sea level ; the hill of Callievar /( Coulle-bhar), 
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in the north-eastern corner, 1s 1,746 feet ; and the Soccoch, or 
Cushnie Hill, in the south-west, is 1,882 feet, and is the highest 

oint of land in the parish. The church stands 1,029 feet, the 
boa: of Hall-head is 950 feet, Craigievar Castle 838 feet, and 
the house of Lynturk is about 700 feet above sea level. 

The southern ridges run westward by Hall-head, and into 
the higher bounding hills with Tarland; and the middle range 
of hills run from west of the Leochel burn, by Craigievar, the 
hill of Fowlis rising into the Cushnie Hills on the western 
boundary with Towie. From Callievar the ridge trends south 
and eastward along the Alford boundary, by the top of the 
Droich’s burn, which falls into the Leochel below Carnaveron, 
and the confluence of the streams is about 484 above sea level, 
and is the lowest point in the parish. 

The summit of the hilly ridges, and the higher hills of the 
Soccoch, and a large extent of hill ground bounding with 
Towie, the higher ridges and knolls of the Elph-hillock, and 
above the Slack of Culmellie, and the mountainous ridges of 
Callievar, are barren, and but scantily covered with heath, and 
tracts of gravelly soil and moss; while on the mossy and 
boggy places on the hill slopes there are some green spots and 
coarse grass, and in the slacks of the hills there is pretty good 
pasture, but little of the ground is capable of cultivation. 

Many names of places in the parish are derived from the 
Gaelic—as Lynturk, or Linn-tuire, “the pool of the boar ;” 
_Muggart-haugh (Magh-dart), the plain field by the quick or 

straight stream; Craigievar (Creagach-bhar } “the rocky 

point;” Cairncoullie (Carn-cailleach), “the old woman’s 
cairn ;” Drumfootie (Druim-fada), “the long ridge ;” Balna- 
keilly (Baile-na-coille), “the town of the wood;” Knocken- 
riach (Cnoc-riabhach), “the greyish knoll;” Corbanchory 
(Owre-benchery), “the rough ground between the hills;” and 
the Soccoch Hills oe ee ), “the frost-bitten cliffs,” 
or “frost-bitten hills,” and they are said to be “the coldest 
hills in Scotland.” | 


Geology and Sovls.- 


The rocks found in this parish are almost exclusively granite, 
and belong to the massive or unstratified class. On the western 
division granite appears on the Soccoch Hills, and forms the 
lower ridges on the north. Itappears on the rugged slopes of Cal- 
lievar, where it is found in outein blocks and small boulders 
in imbedded masses of gravel and sand. All over the lower 
lying hills in the central division, and east of the water of 
ochel, the rock appears in a decomposed state, by which 
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much of the district is covered, and when associated with clay 
without an over abundance of quartz, the soil is of a produc- 
tive nature. In the glens and valleys, beds of gravel and sand 
have. been formed, according to the size and ielneme | of the 
streams over which the water has passed, but as the valleys are 
niostly narrow, these alluvial beds are of no great extent, and 
exhibit nothing remarkable. 

The granite on the west and north divisions of the parish 
has both a grey and yellowish appearance, the grey being found 
chiefly in bloc s, and the valle in strata, with a syenitic 

structure, and, in some cases, it is highly impregnated with 
iron ore. The reddish coloured rock appears in the south and 
eastern divisions, where most of it near the surface is found in 
a decomposed state. The felspar of this rock is of a pink or 
flesh-red colour, the quartz grey, and the mica silver white, 
brown, or black, and in size its component parts, generally, are 
large granular. The higher knolls in the eastern division are 
composed of quay gravel, sand, and granite blocks which 
have resisted disintegration, and although the rocks generally 
have a coarse texture, there are interspersed through the masses 
rock of a finer, such as that which appears at the Linn in the 
finely wooded dell of Lynturk (600 feet above sea level), where 
the water falls over a small precipice of gneiss with a slightly 
laminated structure. 

Soils—Along the valleys and bottoms of the hills there are 
considerable deposits of clay, mixed with black loam, washed 
down from the hills, forming -a rich soil, and on the lower 
rounded slopes of the hills, where the clay loam is associated 
with a substratum of a. similar formation, the soil is of a 
fertile nature. On the higher cultivated hill slopes there is 
yore loam mixed with quartzy gravel, black soil on the 

oulder rocks, and blue stony clay; but where there is such 
variety of surface there are many varieties of soil, the com- 
osition of which depends on the nature of the ingredients 
orming the substrata. : 


Hydrography. 


The principal stream connected with this parish is the water 
of Leochel. It has its source in a cleft of rock on the south- 
east face of the Soccoch ridge, and after an easterly course of 
about 43 miles, through the northern parts of Coull, it then 
turns northward, and for other 44 miles, to the influx of the 
Droich’s burn, it partly bounds and partly intersects the parish. 
The burn of Rumlie has its source in the old mosses of Con- 
funderland, on Hallhead, and after an easterly course of about 
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four miles, falls into the Leochel at Muirton, a little above 
Craigievar Castle. The burn of Cushnie has its source in the 
top of the glen, on the north-eastern face of Cushnie Hill, and 
after a north-easterly course of about 44 miles, falls into the 
Leochel at Brigton of Enenteer. The Sheal burn runs east- 
ward from the slack of Culmellie, and falls into the burn of 
Cushnie at Ley, and the Droich’s burn, which forms the north- 
ern boundary with Alford, falls into the Leochel below Carna- 
veron. The burns of Farmton and Lynturk, on the east, form 
the north-eastern boundaries of the parish with Tough and 
Alford, fall into the Leochel at Muggart haugh. On the north- 
west, or Corbanchory division of the parish there are several 
small intersecting mountain streams, and the bounding burn 
with Towie, all Elling into the Don opposite Drumallachie. 
Most of these streams form deep narrow valleys, and from 
the short precipitous nature of their courses, they are liable 
to sudden floods, which occasionally do considerable damage 
to adjoming land and crops, and to roads and _ bridges. 


There are many perennial springs of pure water, which, along © 


with the streams, afford an abundant supply of water for every 
domestic and agricultural purpose. The Lecehel is well stored 
with trout, and is considered to be the best trouting stream in 
the district. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


On. the division of the parish east of the water of Leochel, 
the extensive old Scots fir woods of Lynturk at onc time occu- 
pied a very prominent position, but of late years much of the 
timber has been cut down. Along the lower valley of the 
Leochel, at Scuttrie, there are several large plantations of 
young Scots firs and larch, and on the higher hill tops, west- 
wards by the glen of Cushnie, and southwards by Craigievar, 
there are large clumps of Scots firs and larch, P anted about 
50 years ago Por shelter, which have improved the appearance 
of the country, and now tend greatly to improve the climate. 
The Scots firs, generally, have succeeded, along with some 
i and hardwood trees planted in the lower grounds on 
the outskirts of the plantation, but the larch have entirely 
failed or gone to decay, especially on the higher ground, where 
they never attained to any size. Around Craigievar Castle 
there are some fine specimens of old ash and beech trees, and 
along the water of Leochel, below the castle, there are some 
clumps and belts of young forest trees which have a thriving 
appearance. On the higher ground, west of Craigievar, there 
are some large clumps of full grown trees of various kinds, and 
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on the higher grodnd towards Hallhead there are several 
clumps of Scots firs and larch, and a fine beech tree at the old 
mansion house, which girths 12 feet, about four feet from. the 
ground. On the higher knolls near the church, and along the 
slopes of the hills and the ridges on Brideswell, there are some 
clumps of Scotch fir and larch which have only a stunted ap- 
pearance, but very valuable for shelter. An avenue of fine old 
plane trees leads to the mansion-house and farm of Cushnie, 
and show that this description of forest trees are better adapt- 
ed to the soil and climate of the district than larch. On the 
higher ridges, north of the glen of Cushnie, and westwards by 
the Elph-hillocks on the division of the parish lying to the Don, 
there are several clumps and belts of Scots fir and larch, but, 
except for shelter, the trees do not promise to become of any 
value as timber. 

Botany.—In Murray’s “ Northern Flora” we find it stated, 
that Mr. John Proctor found in the Slack of Cu‘mellie the not 
common variety of Veronica scutellata (Narrow-leaved Speed- 
well). In the woods of Craigievar there is to be found the 
Pyrola secunda (Serrate Winter Green); Asperula odorata 
(Sweet Woodruff), is found on the banks of the burn of Lyn- 
turk; and the white flowering Campanula rotundifolia 
(Round-leaved or Common Bell-flower), is common all over 
the parish. The Rubus chamemorus (Mountain-bramble, the 
Cloud-berry, or the Aivron), abounds in the higher parts of 
the glen of Cushnie; and on the lower hills the Juniper, the 
Crowberry, and the Blaeberry, are common. . 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No. at and above No. atand above No. at and above No. at and above 
of yearly rent. and aor £100. and under £50. and ee £20. and under £10. - 
21 30 29 22 29 

And 5 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation be rent of land in the parish of Leochel-Cushnie, year 
—«AS é ~ 


-73, : : ; , : ‘ , £6,826 211 © 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 
Woodlands, . ‘ ' , ; ‘ F : 583 10 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, 2 oh : ‘ 4 : 195 16 8 
Do. Mills, Shops, and Market Customs, . ; ‘ 7 67 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards, under £4 of yearly rent, . ; 45 3 0 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, . : ‘ 93 0 0 





Totalvalue,. . . . .  . £7,81012 7 
Gee, 
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Land owmers in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


Miss Susannah Edmonstone, or Lumsden, of Cushnie. 
The Honourable C. M. H. Forbes, of Brux. 
Sir William Forbes, Bart., of Craigievar. 
William M‘Combie, Esq. of Lynturk. 
Henry Gordon Wolrige, Esq. of Hallhead. 
And 12 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 

Farning.—Leases are, with few exceptions, granted for 19 
years. On the Craigievar estate there are two farms, and one 
upon ee where the leases extend over a longer period. 

The fifth and sixth-shift course, or rotation of cropping is 
generally followed, as the soil and climate are better adapted to 
the grass and turnip system of husbandry than for growing 
corn, especially in late seasons. 

A large extent of waste land has been brought into cultiva- 
tion in every corner of the parish. Large tracts of boggy 

ound has been drained, fields have been squared up, and 
ences have been built. Within the past 25 or 30 years, drains 
have been put into the older cultivated lands to a considerable 
extent, and other improvements followed up, which in many 
cases has been equal, not only to a change of soil, but also of 
climate; and by means of artificial manures, there has been 
infused into the soil that peculiar virtue which has had the 
effect of bringing the cored aes to earlier maturity, as well 
as increasing the power and fertility of the soil. 

The farm steadings are in general commodious and substan- 
tial. Most of the farm houses are slated, and a good many of 
the more recently erected steadings are also slated ; and, gen- 
erally speaking, are large and commodious. The older buildings, 
and those upon the more recently created possessions in the 
glens and on the hill-sides, are for the most part covered with 
thatch or heather. On every farm there are thrashing mills, 
but owing to the peculiar contour of the country, probably not 
more than one-half of them are propelled by water power, the 
others being driven by horses. There are several corn-grind- 
ing mills in the parish, one large establishment being at the 
bridge of Scuttrie. . 

Cattle Stock—The Aberdeenshire horned, or Angus polled 
breed of black cattle, are those generally reared, and by several 
farmers they are kept in great purity. The Teeswater or 
shorthorned breed are kept by not a few for rearing cross 
cattle, which are fattened for the London market, and gener- 
ally bring, at an early period, the highest price as fat stock. 
But the native breed in respect of quality, after a certain age, 
1s considered by many to be superior to either shorthorns or 
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crosses. Of the polled breed, Mr. M‘Combie’s (M.P.) stock of 
cattle on the farm of Bridge-end, in this parish, may be regarded 
as the head-quarters of this stock, not only in this parish, but 
in Aberdeenshire, and here they hold oe pre-eminence. 
“And the merit of it is heightened by the fact, that while thus 
ining unexampled distinction in the calling to which he has. 
fevoted himself with such enthusiasm, he has at the same time 
Improved the ample means with which he began life.” 

r. Dixon, in his “ Field and Fern,” gives a graphic descrip- 
tion of the four farms which Mr. M‘Combie holds in this and 
the adjoining parishes of Lumphanan and Alford, and of the 
complete arrangements he has made for housing his fine stock. 
On the farm of Bridge-end, Mr. M‘Combie has a feeding byre 
of about 100 feet in length, by 26 feet four inches in width, 
which is divided in the middle by a turnip-house. The side 
walls are nearly eight feet high, with ventilating slits in them, 
and four large wooden ventilators in the ridgi, two in each 
byre. The centre passage is seven feet four inches wide, which 
leaves nine feet six inches from head-wall to the kerb stone of 
the passage. The eastern half of the range is divided into 
seven eight feet wide compartments, and the western into six 
seven feet four inches wile each compartment holding two 
cattle. The partitions between the cattle are composed of 
stone slabs six feet long, by five feet high, built into the wall, 
and sunk about one foot into the floor. The feeding-troughs 
are constructed of stone slabs in the bottom and front, the 
bottom slab being raised about six inches above the cattle 
_ beds, which, along with the passage, are all closely causewayed, 
and thoroughly under drained with six inch fire-clay pipes, 
all trapped in the passages by an inverted pipe, with perforated 
holes, rising up to the gratings, which are set in square cut. 
‘freestone blocks. The other agree upon this farm, for 

housing stock, are but ordinary buildings, and require no 
special notice. Very few sheep stock are now kept in the _ 
parish, and the horses are of the ordinary description. 


Roads. 

The Parliamentary Commissioners’ road, from Bridge of 
Alford, to Deeside, runs along the west side of the water of 
Leochel (partly intersecting the eastern division) for near 
three miles ; the old Donside road runs along the north divi- 
' sion of the parish, from Scuttrie, by the Slack of Culmellie, to- 
wards Towie and Strathdon ; the Aberdeen road runs eastward, 
from Muggart-haugh to Whiteley; the glen of Cushnie road 
leads to the church, and intersects this division; the Hall-head 
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road intersects the south-western district; and with some 
cross roads, the parish may be said to be fairly accommodated. 
The church of Leochel-Cushnie is distant from the Alford 
Valley Railway Station nearly seven miles, and is about the 
same distance from the Lumphanan Station on the Deeside 
Railway; the Alford Station being 29} miles from Aberdeen, 
and the Lumphanan Station 27 miles. 


Mansion Houses. 

The Castle of Craigievar was partly built, early in the 17th 
century, by Roger Mortimer, who was then proprietor of the 
estate ; “but the embarassed state of his affairs prevented him 
from completing it.” William Forbes of Menie, who purchased 
the estate from the Mortimers in 1610, carried on the building, 
and finished it in 1626. Itis a perfect building in the Flemis 
style of castellated architecture, and is one of the finest speci- 
mens in the country. In 1826 the late Sir John Forbes ex- 
pended £600 in giving the castle a new roof; and otherwise 
its internal arrangements have been improved, and all have 
_ been made in strict conformity with the original design of the 
building, which renders it still a fine baronial residence. 

The Mansion House of Hall-head was built in 1686, by a 
descendant of the Gordons of Ruthven, but has been allowed 
to fall mto decay. 

The old House of Cushnie was built early in the 18th cen- 
tury, by the Lumsdens, who acquired the property in 1628; 
but, as it has not been inhabited as a residence for many 
eal it has a very decayed appearance. Near to the old 

ouse, a small, but very neat mansion was built about eight 
years ago, by the late ahd Saad the Rev. Henry T. Lumsden, 
_-who paid a short annual visit to his property, and did much 
to improve the appearance of the glen. 

The House of Lynturk is a small residence, with grounds 
tastefully laid out, and surrounded by finely cultivated fields 
and thriving plantations. | 


Inns. 


There is but one Inn in the parish, at Muggart-haugh, on 
the road leading to Whiteley. ° 


Markets or Favrs. 

Cattle Markets are held at Scuttrie (which are called Craigie- 
var markets), on the Friday before the 8rd Wednesday in April ; 
on the Thursday after the last Tuesday in June, O.8.; on the 
Thursday after the 2nd Tuesday in August, O.S.; and on the 
Friday after the Ist Tuesday in September,O.S. : 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE, . 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14Tu MAY, 1871. — 











Receipts from Voluntary Contributions, . es. 434 : . £1738 2 Ik 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; : 34 011 
Total receipts, : : , ; ; . £207 3 04 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £200 15 104 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; é ; , ‘ 117 6 
Medical Relief, . : ; ‘ ; : : 415 0 
Management, : ; : : 1115 94 
Excess of expenditure over income, : ; 12 1 If 
Total expenditure, . ; : ; £219 4 2 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 18531. 


: , Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. receive relict. Casual Poor. 


Population se Fatuous 


in or 
Regis- Other 
1861. Males. | Females. | Total. se torod D our Casual |? tea Insane. 
: oor. - ° 











tices Se 


1173 | 5 | 27 | 32| 6&6 | 2 | 0 21 0 4 
as 














This is an unassessed parish. 


II—CIVIL HISTORY. 


« THE first possessors of land in Leochel, so far as can be as- 
certained from ancient records, were the Earls of Mar. Be- 
‘tween the years 1165 and 1170, Gilcrist, Earl of Mar, gave to 
the church of St. Mary of Monymusk, and the Culdees there, 
the church of Leochel, with all its tithes and offerings, together ~ 
with the half-davach of land in which the church 1s situated. 
The date is fixed by the terms of the gift, which is said to be 
for the, safety and prosperity of his Lord King William, and 
those dear to him. Now William the Lion came to the crown 
December 9, 1165, and Gilcrist, the donor, died about 1170, 
The gift of Gilcrist was twice confirmed by John, Bishop of 
Aberdeen from 1200 to 1207 ; 1t was renewed by Duncan, Earl 
of Mar, son of Morgrund, and grandson of Gilcrist, in the 
reign of Alexander IT. about 1234, and this king confirmed it 
by royal charter. Colin Durward, the Lord of Oneill, in that 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE. 875 | 


century, granted to the same Culdees of Monymnsk the half- 
- davach of Jand in which the church of Loychell was situated 
with all its pertinents and privileges, and, among others, the 
- common pasturage of 15 cows and 100 sheep, with their follow- 
ing of two years old, and of four horses, and this was confirmed 
by Anna, daughter and heiress of said Colin, and her husband, 
Philip de Monte Scicheter.” * 

The Craigievar property belonged for upwards of 200 years 
to a family of the name of Mortimer. In 1457, Edward Mor- 
timer had from James II., on his own resignation, a charter of 
the lands of “ Craigievar, Ballendene, Innyteire, and Wester 
Lochale ;” in 1503, Alexander Mortimer resigned those lands, 
in his own favour, into the hands of James IV.; in 1600, 
Alexander Mortimer, eldest son of James, fiar of Craigievar, 
had a charter of these lands from James VI.; and, in 1610, 
John Mortimer, fiar of Craigievar, sold the property to William 
Forbes of Menie, second son of William Forbes of Corse, and. 
brother to the Bishop, who also purchased the lands of Fintray 
in 1619. He has been commemorated by the poet, Arthur 
Johnston, in an epitaph, who says of him— 

) “* Quas possedit opes, et terrze jugera, nemo 
Mireture, dominum plus fluit, esse sui.” 
He was succeeded by his son William, who was, by Charles I., 
created a Baronet of Nova Scotia in 1630, and, having embraced 
the side of the Covenanters, took an active part in the troubles — 
which followed; was appointed a Commissioner for securing 
Deserters in Aberdeenshire in 1644; one of the Committee of 
Estates in 1645 ; one of the Commissioners for Selling the Es- 
tates of Malignants in 1646 ; and Sheriff of Aberdeenshire in 
1647. Spalding styles him “a great Covenanter,” and “a 
aa man,” “a rick master,’ and a commander of a troop of 
orse. He was succeeded by his son, Sir John; Sir John by 
his son, Sir William ; Sir William by his son, Sir Arthur, who 
represented the county of Aberdeen in Parliament for several 
ears; Sir Arthur was succeeded by his son, Sir William ; Sir 
illiam by his son, SirArthur; and SirArthur by his brother, 
Sir John, who, after his succession, constantly resided upon 
his estates, became an active improver and valuable country 
gentleman. He was succeeded by his son, Sir William, the 
prevent and eighth baronet in the estates of Craigievar and 
intray, While the lands of Corse have gone to the second son 
of the family. 

Historical Incidents—On the 26th August, 1580, John Gor-. 

don, of Blelack, and others, carried off James Mortimer, 


* Statistical Account of Leochel-Cushnie, 1843. 
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“appearand of Craigievar,and detained him captive and prisoner 


in the wood of Kilblene Vara for 10 days,” for which 
they were afterwards brought to trial. About 1590, Gradoch, 
a reputed witch, in Coldstane, “ took in hand to haif destroyit 
the Laird of Craigievar, his son, and utheris,”’ for which, and 
many other like crimes, she suffered death.* A few years 
after, in 1596-97, an active enquiry for witches was instituted 
all over this district. Commissioners at Aberdeen were ap- 
pointed by his Majesty for “ tacking and ep prenone ys: of 
Witches, sorceraris, consultaris, and traffiquaris with witches 
and to convein and tak up ey against all suspected per- 
sons in these parishes ; “ the quhilk persons being delaittit, as _ 
said is,” these Commissioners could “do nae less for the ad- 
vancement of God’s glory and dounethraw of sathan than to 
put them to the knowledge of a condigne assize.” + . 

In 1620, William Garioche, son of J, ames Garioche of Kin- 
stair, and Thomas Anderson in Awfurd, were tvied for “ carry- 
ing John Bonar, in Tullichetlie, twa myles to the water of | 
Lochell, and douking him diverse tymes thairin, and compel- 
ling him to yield to the promissing of 500 merks money.” { 

In 1636, seven followers of the freebooter Gilderoy, who were 
“ notorious limmers, and did great oppressions in the lands of 
Corse, Craigievar, and other parts, were taken in Athol by the 
advice of the Laird of Craigievar, and hanged at the Cross of 
Edinburgh, and their heads cut off and set up in exemplary 
places. Inthe same year their leader, “and five other limmers,” 
shared the same fate; and in August, 1638, in revenge of Gil- 
deroy’s death, a band of freebooters “came to the Laird of 
Corse his bounds, and spulzied the ground, and Mr. Thomas 
Forbes, the minister at Leochell’s House, and oppressed the 
King’s lieges grievously, ‘taking their horse, kine, and oxen, 
and causing the owners to pay for: their gear. In 1644, the 
Laird of Craigievar takes to Craigievar, and transports his haill 
victuals to Fintray, to be kept from plundering,’ : 

The following are derived from the records of the Barony 
Court of Craigievar, two volumes of which, extending from 
1710 to 1766, are preserved at Fintray House :—“ In 1711 
the officer was ordered to search out all men and women cap- 
able of service, who are idle, that they may be obliged to enter 
service immediately; and to summon all in actual service who 
are taking extravagant fees, that they and their masters may 
be punished. The same year, the heritor complaining that 

* Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials, vol. IL, p. 94. 

+ Spalding Club Miscellany, vol. 3, pp. 489-90. 

+ Pitcairn’s Criminal Trials. 
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the tenants were wasting their lands, in not ‘ gooding’ them 
once in the three years, it was ordained that none should let 
the third year pass ‘ ungooding’ the third of their barlands 
yearly ;” or, if any “ pretend that their land would bear four 
sg of bear and oats without ‘ gooding, then they shall pay 
at their outgoing whatever their lands shall be made WOrse, OF 
else continue their tacks and pay their duties, aye, and while 
their respective lands should recover the said loss. In 1723 
another complaint was made against certain tenants taking six 
crops of their outfield land, and they were restricted to five. 
None but millers were allowed to keep swine, and all were free 
to kill them if found within their corn or grass. The kindling 
of fire in any moss was forbidden under £20 ; and four tenants 
were fined £10 each for labouring moss-ground never before 
laboured. For the following offences the following punishments 
were awarded :—40s., toties quoties, for louping and breaking 
down park dikes; applying to any other judicatory than the 
laird’s court, ‘ where they will get reason, £20; breaking and 
destroying young trees in the churchyard of Leochel, one merk 
for each tree ; letting cattle into mosses and breaking peats, 
40s. Offences against the person—beating, bruising, blooding, 
and wounding, £50; making a ply betwixt families, £50 to the 
laird, £5 of assythment to the party injured, and the party 
offending bound to keep the peace in £100 ; giving o Brobious 
language, £10, and to satisfy the party offended, or be put in 
the stocks ; putting fire to a neighbour’s door, and calling his 
wife and mother witches, £100; a man for blooding and 
wounding, and preventing all peace where he lives, is ordained 
to flit, red, and remove himself, his haill goods and gear, wife, 
children, and all that belongs to him, out of the lands of 
Craigievar and Corse within seven days; another, for abusing 
the minister, and calling him a liar, and saying in the church- 
ard that he would prove him a liar, is put in the stocks dur- 
ing the baillie’s pleasure ; two neighbours, betwixt whom there 
are strifes, which cannot be accommodated, are obliged to cast 
lots, and the one on whom the lot falls to flitt at the next 
Whitsunday (1725); the same year, a man, by offering a charged 
un to shoot the officer when warning him to do his master’s 
awful orders, is amerciate in £5, sterling, for keeping and 
wearing a gun contrary to Act of Parliament, and £4, Scots, 
for his contumacy and disobedience; and, in 1736, a man, for 
‘ dading’ another man’s wife to the ground, blooding her at 
the nose, and taking up her clothes and belting her, is fined 
£50, and £4 to the husband and wife for indignity.” 
“Tn 1745, Harry Lumsden of Cushnie, George Gordon of 


878 . CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE. 


- Hall-head, and Jonathan Forbes of Brux, all took the side of 

Prince Charles. In July, 1746, the Duke of Cumberland Hew 
a lease, during pleasure ,of the lands of Esslemont and Hall-head, 
belonging to George Gordon, to James Chalmers, printer in 
Aberdeen, and his house in Aberdeen was plundered by the 
Duke and General Hawley.” * 

Haui-Hreap.—About the end of the 14th century, this pro- 
perty was acquired by George Gordon, fourth son of Thomas 
Gordon, in Daach of Ruthven, whose descendants, in uninter- 
rupted succession, have possessed it to the present time. By 
marriage with the last heiress, Henry Gordon Wolrige, Ksq., 
of Hall-head and Esslemont, who is the present proprietor. 

CusHniz.—Andrew de Lesly was in possession of the baron 
of Cusheny in 1374, when a grant of his, of the lands of Cul- 
melly and Old Culmelly, to Bernard de Kergyll, was confirmed 
by Robert II. Again, in 1390, Robert IIT. granted a charter to 

orman de Lesly, son of Andrew, of the barony of Cusshinie, 
with other lands.+ These were the progenitors of the Earls of 
Rothes, and the lands of Cushnie appear to have remained in 
their possession till the early part of the 15th century, when 
they were acquired by the Lumsdens. Robert, as proprietor 
in 1479, of Easter Fowlis, and John and Robert in 1628, as 
a ag of Cushnie, and their descendant, the late Rev. 

enry Thomas Lumsden, and to his relict, Mrs. Susannah 
Edmondston, or Lumsden, the present proprietrix. 

Brux.—A small part of this property lies within this parish, 
and belongs to the Hon. C. a Ht Forbes, second son of the 
late Lord Forbes. 

LynturK.—The property of Lynturk, which lies in the 
eastern division of the old parish of Leochel, became the pro- 
perty of the eldest cadet of the Irvines of Drum, about the end 
of the 16th century. It continued in the possession of the 
Irvines for about a century; and it may be noticed that 
Katherine, daughter of Alexander Irvine of Lynturk, was 
married to the famous Robert Gordon of Straloch, by whom 
she had 11 sons and six daughters, the fifth son being James 
‘Gordon, parson of Rothiemay, author of a “ History of Scots 
Affairs” trom 1637 to 1641, and of a “Description of both 
Towns of Aberdeen,” with a map thereof, which he delivered 
to the town council on the 16th of October, 1661. In the 
middle of-the 18th century, the property fell into the posses. 
sion of Gordon of Cairnfield in Banfishire, who sold it in 
1816 to Peter M‘Combie, Esq., late merchant in Aberdeen, and 


* Statistical Account of Leochel Cushnie, 1843. 
+ Reg. Mag. Sigillie, p. 187. 
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by him it was left to his nephew, William M‘Combie, Esq. of 
aster Skene, the present proprietor. 

EastER Fow is, oR Fowtis Mowat.—Among the ancient 
feudal charters connected with the family of Leslie, Earls of 
Rothes from the 12th century, there is a charter by William 
de Monte Alto (Mowat), heir of Roger de Monte Alto, confirm- 
ing the grant made to his brother Bernard, and the heirs of 
his body then begotten, of the lands of Easterfoules, Gurne- 
tully, and Pethbren in Marr, to be held on terms stated in the 
charter. The granter’s seal is appended, and in good preserva- 
tion (circa 1308), but the document itself is unsigned. The 
Mowats held these lands for sometime, as we find that in 1377 
the Earl of Mar renewed a grant of them to James Mowat. 
In 1479, Robert Lumysden of Midlar had a charter from the 
Earl of Rothes, superior of the half-lands of Fowlis-Mowat, in 
the barony of Cushney and shire of Aberdeen, as being part of 
the barony of Ballenbreich, in Fifeshire, by annexation. But, 
by a decreet of reduction before the Lords of Council, at the 
instance of King James V. and George, Earl of Rothes, against 
Sir Adam Otterburn, Knight, then King’s Advocate, and 
Robert Lumisdane of Midlar, pretended possessors of the lands 
of Fowlis-Mowat and of Knockriach and Balchemy, in the 
barony of Cushney, for their interest, 1f they any had, whereby 
the Lords annulled the decreet of forfeiture and recognition of 
the lands and barony of Ballenbreich, specified in the pre- 
tended decreet, had tint the property, and descerning the same 
to pertain to the King, and to be at his pleasure, and decerned 
the said decreet of recognition and forfeiture to have been 
from the beginning ef no avail, so far as concerns the said 
lands of Cushney and Fowlis-Mowat.” One reason given for 
reducing the decreet of forfeiture is, that in the said decreet 
the lands of Cushney and Fowlis-Mowat were not (at) the 
time of pronouncing said pretended decrcet, annexed pendicles 
now pertinents, of the said barony of Ballenbreich, but were a 
distin¢t barony called the barony of Cushney, with advocation 
of the kirk thereof, held of the King by service of ward and 
relief, and in another shire, and never were annexed to the 
barony of Ballenbreich, so that they could not recognosce for 
alienation of the most part of the same. Which decreet of 
reduction bears date 24th July, 1539. See Historical MSS. 
Commission, 1874, p. 494. 

In 1628, Robert Lumisdane, fiar of Cushney, sold the lands 
of Fowlis-Mowat to Andrew Birnie, merchant-burgess of Aber- 
deen ; in 1635 Andrew Birnie sold them to Captain James 
Forbes, son of Robert Forbes, Commendator of Monymusk, for 
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14,000 merks, Scots. His daughter ahd heir, with consent of — 
her husband, Peter Forbes, second son of Sir John Forbes of 
Craigievar, sold them to Sir John in 1696, and since that time - 
they have remained united to the Craigievar estate. 

The barony of Cusschene, in the reign of Robert IIT. (1390), 
belonged to Andrew Lesley, and the lands of Auld Culmelly to 
Bernardi de Kergylle (1374). In the reign of Robert I., the 
lands of Owrebenchory (Corbanchory) are said to have be- — 
longed to a Hugh de Abernethy, who had three daughters, 
co-heiresses, one of whom married Norman de Lesley, son to 
Andrew, and brought to him the barony of Ballenbreich, in 
Fifeshire, to which Cushnie was annexed, by a pretended de- 
creet, which was reduced, as previously noticed. These were 
the progenitors of the Earls of Rothes, and the lands of Cush- 
nie appear to have remained in their possession till the early 

art. of the 15th century, when they were acquired by the 
fF anisdars the descendants of Robert Lumsden of Easter 
Fowlis, 1479. The lands of Corbanchory now form part of 
the estate of Brux; and Hall-head, towards the end of the 
14th century, was acquired by George Gordon, fourth son of 
Thomas Gordon of Ruthven, better known as “Tam o’ Riven,” | 
whose direct descendants have possessed it up to the present 
time. 

Wester Fow.is.—This property of old included the lands 
of Easter Leochel and Craigmill, and, about the middle of the 
16th century, belonged to the Marquis of Huntly, who, in 
1554, sold the estate to Gordon of Beldornie, and his son, — 
Alexander, in 1607, sold it to Abram Forbes of Blacktoun in 
King-Edward. His grandson, Walter, in 1659, sold it to John 
Robertson of Clunie, and he, in 1675, sold it to Sir John Forbes 
of Craigievar, to which property it is still attached. 


IT]—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE ruins of the old chapel at Lynturk are still known as the 
Chapel Croft. The church of Leochel was dedicated to St. 
- Marnan, and had an aisle, built by Sir William Forbes, the first 
baronet of Craigievar ; and two silver chalices (1659) were pre- 
sented to it by John Robertson, of Wester Fowlis, Cushnie, 
and dedicated to St. Bride, and the ruins of the church still 
stand on the farm of Brides Well. “ The sites of both these 
churches were, according to tradition, supernaturally pointed 
out.” In 1618 the parishes were united by a decreet, but 
the conditions were not fulfilled till 1793, when a process of 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.—PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE, 881” 


' annexation of the parishes of Leochel and Cushnic was raised 
by the heritors. “The people of Leochel seem to have been 

assive, but those of Cushnie, with their minister, and a party 
in the presbytery, strenuously opposed the measure. But, 
notwithstanding this Ysa decreet of annexation was 
passed by the Court of Teinds on the 28th January, 1795 ; and 
two years after the centrical church was built; and the first 
- minister of the united parish was Mr. George Forbes, minister 

of Leochel, who sissaded on the death of the Rev. Francis 
Adam, minister of Cushnie, in 1795. The annexation of the 
lands of Corse, Quoad Sacra, to Leochel, is said to have taken 
place about the year 1621. 

The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £20 a-year, 
and the Glebe and garden at £15. The stipend, by decrect 
of locality in 1829, which exhausts the teinds, is £140 7s. 3}d.; 
79 bolls, 1 firlot, 1 peck, and 2 lippies oatmeal, at 8 stones 
per boll; and 2 bolls, 3 firlots, and } lippy bear, Aberdeen- 
shire measure; with £4 16s. 2d., consisting of a payment of 
50 merks, and the conversion of certain services paid by 
immemorial usage by the proprietors and tenants of Corse. 
The average amount of the whole, in money, at the fiars’ pre 
from 1837-41, being about £205. The School house and gar- 
den at Cushnie are valued at £10; and the School house and 
garden at Leochel at £10. The United Presbyterian Manse, 

arden, and ground at Lynturk are valued at £17; and the 
chool teacher’s house and garden at £6. 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
Sir William Forbes, Bart., is chairman; William Bruce, Bog- 
side, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and 
Catechism taught. There are six schools in the parish or dis- 
trict under the supervision of the Board. At the Leochel 
school there are 56 scholars ; at the Cushnie school there are 
80; at Cairncoullie there are 33; at the Old Manse school 
there are 39; at Lynturk there are 43; and at the Braehead 
female school there are 33. Total, 284. Population of the 
parish in 1871, 1,514. 

Parochial Registers.—These records are:—1. Register of bap- 
tisms, marriages, and burials of Leochel, from December, 1657, 
to July, 1709. 2. Register of discipline, collections, and dis- 
bursements of Leochel, from November, 1707, to December, 
1739. 3. Register of baptisms of Leochel, from June, 1715, to 
December, 1768. 4. Register of discipline, collections, and 
disbursements of Leochel, from January, 1740, to June, 1768. 
5. Register of baptisms of Leochel and united parish, from 
September, 1768, to December, 1829; and also of ae 
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and deaths of united parish, the former from August, 1813, — 
and the latter from January, 1823, to the present time.. 6. 
Register of collections and disbursements of Leochel, from 6th 
July, 1768, to 27th July, 1801, and also marriages and deaths of 
united parish, the former from 1st August, 1813, and the latter 
from the 21st January, 1823, to the present time. 7. Register 
of discipline of Leochel, and minutes of session of united parish, 
from 8th September, 1782, to 10th April, 1841. 8, Cash-book 
of united parish, from October, 1798, to the present time. 9. 
Register of baptisms of united parish, from January, 1830, to 
the present time. 10. Register of discipline, collections, distri- 
butions, and baptisms of Cushnie, from April, 1731, to Decem- 
ber, 1769. 11. Register of discipline, collections, distributions, 
and baptisms of Cushnie, from January, 1770, to July, 1801. 
No register of marriages or deaths in the old parish of Cush- 
nie is extant, and, except in a few cases, it is only since 1822 
that the date of the births as well as the baptisms has been 
entered.* 

Benefactions.—In 1730, Charles Gordon of Hall-head morti- 
fied 1,000 merks, Scots, for the poor of Cushnie. In 1735, the 
Lady Dowager of Craigievar mortified 1,000 merks for “ de- 
pauperated tenants and their widows” on her son’s lands of 
Craigievar and Corse, and since her death, in 1742, four bolls 
of meal have been distributed annually as the interest of this 
bequest. In 1761, John M‘William, in Briggs of Leochel, 
mortified 500 merks for the poor of Leochel. In 1812, Sir 
Charles Forbes, Bart., of Newe, gave £100 to the poor in the 
united parish, and, since 1816, has continued an annual dona- 
tion of £10. In 1827, Miss Anna Forbes, sister of Sir Charles, 
left £100 to the poor of Leochel and Corse. In 1833, Peter 
M‘Combie, Esq. of Lenturk, left £100 to the poor of the united 

arish, in 1811; Major Mitchell, whose first wife was a sister of 
sir Charles Forbes, left £200 to the poor of Leochel, payable 
after the death of his second wife ; and, in 1842, Peter Ritchie, 
in Wester Leochel, left £100, the interest of which is to be ap- 
plied to purchase meal for the poor on the lands of Craigievar 
and Corse. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


ALEXANDER IRviNnG of Lenturk, was a lawyer of some eminence, . 

and the author of a treatise “De Jure Regni,” published at 

Leyden in 1627, and again at Helmstadt in 1641; He died 
* Statistical Account of Leochel-Cushnie, 1843. | 
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before 1641, when Robert Irving, his cousin-German suceceded 
him in the lands of Lenturk. 

MarrHew Lumspen, of Tilliecairn, in the parish of Cluny, 
where the old castle still stands. He was brother to the laird 
of Cushnie, and author of a “ Genealogical History of the House 
of Forbes,” published with continuations in 1819. He died 
the 27th June, 1580. 

ANDREW LUMSDEN, a descendant of the Lumsdens of Cushnie, 
was private secretary to Prince Charles Edward. He was the 
author of “ Remarks on the Antiquities of Rome and its En- 
virons,” London, 1797, 4to.,a work still in considerable estima- 
tion. Several interesting papers by Father Innes, author of 
the Essay on the Ancicnt Inhabitants of Scotland, in the hand 
writing of Andrew Lumsden, with some notices of the life of 
that eminent antiquary, have been published by the Spalding 
Club. Mr. Lumsden died at Edinburgh on the 26th December, 
1801, at the age of 81. 

JouN LumMspEN, of Cushnie, highly distinguished himself in 
the service of the East India Company. In 1805, he was ealled 
to be a member of the supreme council, and after holding office 
for seven years, he embarked for Europe in 1813, after having 
served the Company for nearly 36 years. By the death of his 
elder brother, Mr. Lumsden succeeded to the family estate, and 
died in London, in December, 1818, in the 58th year of his age ; 
he was suceceded by his only son, the late Rev. Henry Thomas 
Lumsden, who left no issue. 

Dr. MatrHew LuMspEN was youngest brother of John 
Lumsden of Cushnie, last mentioned. He received his education 
at King’s College, Aberdeen, and sought his fortunes in Tudia. 
Having turned his attention to the oriental languages, he 
became assistant Professor of Persian and Arabic in the college 
of Fort-Wilham. In 1808, he sueceeded Captain Baillie as 
Persian and Arabic Professor, and published a Persian grammar 
in 1810, and various translations of English works into Persian, 
and in 1813 he published an Arabic grammar in two volumes. 
In 1814, he received the charge of the Company’s press at 
Calcutta, and obtained the appointment of secretary to the 
stationery committee. But his health failed under these 
labours, and a journey to his native country was deemed 
essential to his recovery. He travelled to England, through 
Persia, Georgia, and Russia, and after his health was restored, 
-he returned to India in 1822, and resumed the duties of his 
professorship in the college of Fort-William, and the superin- 
tendane of the Calcutta Madressa. Having finally retired, he 
returned to England, and died at Tooting, Surrey, on the 31st-._ 


884 . ANTIQUITIES.—PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE. 


March, 1835, in the 58th year of his age. His own, and many 
other oriental works, in the publication of which he was con- 
. eerned, were presented by himself to the library of King’s 
College ; and from which, as a testimony of his acquirements, 
he received his degree of LL.D. Other two of his brothers, 
~ Colonels David and James, served in the Indian army, the. 
~ former of whom presented to the library of King’s College, 
_.@ very remarkable roll, nearly 20 feet long, beautifully 
written in Sanscrit, and containing an account of the Hindoo 
mythology, with grotesque paintings of their gods. This 1s 
generally shown to visitors of the college as one of the 
curiosities ; as well as another memorial of the Cushnie family, 
a complete suit of mail, said to have been worn by an ancestor 
at the battle of Harlaw in 1411. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


At one time there were numerous cairns throughout the united 
parishes, but in the progress of cultivating the land most of 
them have been removed. In 1828, a golden coin, of the Ro- 
man Emperor Constantius, was found on the Mains of Cushnie, 
and, in 1839, there was found near the Manse a silver piece of 
James VI, in fine preservation, struck after the union of the 
Crowns. | 
Craigievar Castle is in the best style of Flemish castellated 
architecture, and occupies an intermediate position among the 
castellated residences of the County. It is seven stories in 
height, and the walls are pierced with shot holes in the upper 
rooms and turrets, which are elegantly formed, and the lofty 
square towers are crowned with massive cornices, bartizan, and 
finely carved ballustrades. A narrow spiral staircase leads to 
the top and to the many small apartments, while, in the larger, 
the uplifted arras form the means of communication one with 
the other. The great hall, with its gigantic fire place, and its 
ornamented roof and stuccoed walls, is a fine specimen of the 
banqueting hall of an ancient baron, while the ancient oaken 
furniture—carved bedsteads, cabinets, high-backed chairs, com- 
plete the interior of a castle of the olden time. Originall 
there was a paved court in front, enclosed bya strong wal 
with ramparts and turrets, but only a portion of this barrier 
now remains, 
Over the great staircase of the castle is an escutcheon, on 
which are carved the family arms, with the date 1668, and the 
initials J. F., encircled by the legend, “DOE NOT VAIKEN 


>. 


ANTIQUITIES.—PARISH OF LEOCHEL-CUSHNIE. 885 


SLEIPING DOGS.” The initials are those of John Forbes, 
called “ The Red Sir John,” second baronet, and are, by tradi- 
tion, characteristic of the man, as also corroborative of the 
saying current at the time, “ I’m a Craigievar man, wha daur 
trouble me !” 

The Rev. Dr. Taylor, late minister of Leochel-Cushnie, in 
describing the surface of the parish, says, “To look down from 
the hill of Corse on the south, the hill of Craigievar on the 
east, or the hill of Fowlis in the centre of the parish, on a 
summer afternoon, when the heat has been tempered by a re- 
freshing shower, and the soft light of the setting sun reposes 
on the uplands, grey with heath, the slopes green with corn 
and grass, and hollows sparkling with their winding rivulets, 
gives a lively idea of ‘a land of hills and valleys that drinketh 
water of the rain of Heaven.’” These blessings are enjoyed 
to the fullest extent, and the oldest inhabitant can onby re- 
member the return of summer and winter, glorious in the 
golden beams of the sun, or the sparkling ice-bound chains 
which nature casts over the cold earth; but all is peace and 
tranquillity, only broken by the husbandman’s own opera- 
tions. 

No red-reiver, with -a band of caterans, occupy the glens 
and cold hills of Cushnie. The Strachans of Lenturk do not 
exist to accuse any of the Forbeses of treason, either justly or 
unjustly.* The head courts of the County do not now meet 
in the hall of Craigievar, or at the Briggs of Leochel to “ get 
reason,” neither do the lairds carry off the fines inflicted for 
ploughing moss land, and no one meddles with the Craigievar 
man, nor attemps to “ vaiken his sleiping dogs.” 

‘On the hill of Shiel there is a curious memorial of the last 
Mowat of Fowlis. “There is a little mound overgrown with 
grass, called Mouat’s seat, and a field near is named from it, 
the Mouat’s seat park. The -name is accounted for by the 
tradition, that when the funeral procession of this last Mouat 
of Fowlis, whose imprecation had been that he might be buried 


_ *In the reign of James V., ‘‘ Strachan of Lenturk very unjustly accused John, 

master of Forbes, of high treason, which, though not proven, made him lose his 
head.” The family kept possession of this for about 200 years, but the crimes 
of John Strachan, younger of Lenturk, seem at length to have caused its down- 
fall. In 1526, he was art and part with John, master of Forbes, in the ‘cruel 
slaughter ” of Alexander Setoun of Meldrum, for which, and for ‘‘ hereschip 
and spulzie of goods and slaughter,” committed at the siege of Kildrummy with 
John King, younger of Bourty, he obtained remission from the king, in 1531 ; 
but, in 1537, he was again accused of participating in the alleged conspiracy of 
the master of Forbes against the king’s life, for which the master was con- 
demned and executed ; while Strachan came in the king’s will, and was warded 
beyond the water of Dee.”—Pitcairn’s Crim. Trials. 
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beyond sight of kirk or mill, had reached this sequestered spot, 
the corpse suddenly became preternaturally heavy, and the 
bearers were obliged to inter it there, whence, accordingly, no 
view can be obtained of either of these objects of his animosity.” 
—Statistical Account of Leochel-Cushnie, 1843. 7 
Ancient Buildings—The remains of several Eirde, or Picts’ 
houses, have been found on Cairncoullie. When first dis- 
covered, they were about five feet high and eight feet wide, and 
roofed or edged round with large flat stones, and contained a 
quent of ashes and. half-burnt wood, clearly indicating that 
they had been at one time inhabited. On the farm of Cor- 
banchory, there is what is called the Chapel Yard, which, no 
doubt, was attached to a place of worship, and, in the “ View 
of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” it is stated that there was a chapel 
at Lenturk. There is now no trace of the building, but there 
is a spot well known as the Chapel Croft, which is a little way 
south-east of the site of the castle.* 7 
Cairns and Druidical Circles.—In this parish these at one 
time were very numerous. By the old account of the parish 
there were nine large tumuli or cairns, but in the progress of 
cultivation and building, most of them have disappeared. 
“A large one still remains, in the highest of several remark- 
able indentations, rising one above the other, from the Mill of 
Brux, towards the elevated ground of the farm of Corbanchory, 
which looks like the steps of a gigantic stair.” Some of the 
Druidical temples were composed of two and three circles of 
upright stones, with the remains of stone coffins near them. 
In one of the largest cairns on Lynturk, human bones were 
found, without any stone coffin enclosing them. The stones 
in all the cairns were very small. ; 
On the eastern boundary of the parish with Tough, a small 
stream divides the lands of Lyntark and Tonley, and on this 
stream there is a picturesque watcr-fall, called the “ Linn of 


* The Castle of Lenturk, the most ancient building in the district, was pro- 
bably built by the Strachans, if it did not exist before their date. In ‘* Moni- 
pennie’s Brief Description of Scotland,” appended to his ‘‘ Abridgment of the 
Chronicles,” 1612, he enumerates the Castles of ‘‘ Lenturk, Corsse, and Cragy- 
war,” among the strongholds of ‘‘ Marre.” Jn the old account, in 1793, the 
Castle of Lenturk is described as being in ruins, and having a large, deep, 
broad fosse around it. ‘The very ruins have now disappeared, and a farm house 
occupies their site ; but still a considerable portion of the circular fosse is dis- 
tinctly visible.” —Statistical Account of the Parish, 1843. | 

‘* Tradition also bears, that in July, 1645, William Forbes of Skellater, hav- 
ing no good will to Irvine, then laird of Lenturk, came down hither from 
Strathdon, with his men, shut the laird up in the castle prison, lived at large 
in the castle, and on the estate, till the morning of the battle of Alford, when 
he went and joincd Montrose against the Covenanters, who got a total defeat,” 
—Statistical Account of Leochel, 1793. 
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Lynturk,” which has the reputation of being haunted by a lady 
clothed in green or white, which we cannot tell, for the best of 
all reasons, we do not know—. 
‘¢T cannot tell how the truth may be— 
I say the tale as ’twas said to me.” 
« The last of her appearance,” says the Rev. Dr. Taylor, “which 
tradition has handed down, is the following the Laird of 
Kincraigie had dined with his neighbour the Laird of Tullochs, 
and as he returned home late at night, mounted on a spirited 
horse, and attended by a faithful dog, he was passing on the 
brink of the dell above the linn, when suddenly the apparition 
seized the bridal of his horse, and exclaimed, ‘ Kinesis 
Leslie, Pve sought you long, but Pve found you now. The 
dog, however, fiercely attacking the spectre, it quitted the 
_ bridle for a moment, and the horse dashed off at the top of his 
‘pee while his terrified master could sce the spectre and the 
log tumbling down in mortal struggle to the very bottom of 
the dell. Kincraigie was thus saved, and his generous canine 
friend returned next day, showing evident marks of the peril- 
' ous strife in which he had been engaged.” 
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PARISH OF LESLIE. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE most ancient name of the parish is Lesly, and the tradi- 
tion is, that Bartholomew de Leslyn, a noble Hungarian, came 
to Scotland with Queen Margaret about the year 1067; that 
he was the son of Walter de Leslyn, who had his name from 
the Castle of Leslyn in Hungary. It is also said that the 
Leslies, Earls of Rothes, were, at a more recent period, pro- 
prietors of one part of the parish, while Lord Glammis was 
proprietor of the other part. 


Boundares. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Kennethmont, on 
the east by Insch and Premnay, on the south by Keig and 
Tullynessle, and on the west by Clatt. : 
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Ectent. 


The greatest breadth of the parish, from east to west, 18 
along the water of Gady, from Edingaroch, in Premnay, to the 
Clatt boundary, which is about three miles, and the greatest — 
length, in a direct line from south to north, is about 3} miles. 
The whole area is computed to be 4,446} acres. 


Topography. 

With the exception of the valley of the Gady, the general 
appearance of the parish is hilly. On the north, a ridge of 
high land, in some parts rising into high rounded hills, run 

arallel to the Gady ; and, on the south of the valley, a very 

igh ridge of heath lad hills run from Benachie westward 
along the southern boundary of Premnay and of this parish, 
forming the ridge of the Suie Hills in Clatt, and terminating 
in the Correen Hills bordering with Auchindoir. The northern 
slopes of the hills in the south division are closely cultivated, 
and the whole of the division north of Gady is cultivated, ex- 
cepting some patches of moss on the Kennethmont boundary, 
and a :few acres covered with stunted trees; altogether, the 
face of the country has a bare aspect. The heath-clad hills on 
the south look gloomy, the green hills of the north are moun- 
tainous, while in the valley of the Gady there are few objects 
to attract attention, and none to afford relief or shelter from 
the prevailing westerly withering winds. The lowermost point 
on the Gady, bounding with Premnay, is 524 feet above sea 
level; the church, which stands on the banks of the stream, is 
546 feet; and the site of the Druids’ village, or the Druidical 
temples, on the borders of Keig, is 800 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 


The southern parts of the parish are intersected by a mass - 
of serpentine rock, which first makes its appearance in Belhel- 
vie, and on the sea shore at Black-dog. From the den of 
Potterton, in Belhelvie, it can be traced in a north-westerly 
direction by Meadow-bank, and in the serrated rocks along 
the Udny road, where it disappears; but, following the same 
line of yoni) it appears in Premnay, and in this parish, 
large masses of the rock appears, and in Clatt and Auchindoir, 
as has been noticed in the geological sections of these parishes, 
As to colour, the Leslie serpentine is light or siskin green, with 
greyish streaks, exhibiting well defined and highly tortuous 
veins in the most irregular manner. In lustre it is dull, with 
a splintry fracture, and but very faintly translucent on its 
thinnest edges. In structure it is massive, that is, it has no 
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determinate arrangement of particles, and being without 
granular disposition, it is incapable of taking on a fine polish. 
nuft boxes and other small articles have been made of it, but 
no quarries have ever been opened or wrought. Along with 
the serpentine rock there has been found asbestos, steatite or 
soapstone, In small quantities, and some pieces of petrified 
wood, Manganese, schorly rock, mica, and albite, along with 
jasper, mostly of a dark colour, are to be found in the southern 
division, and common felspar and quartz rock in considerable 
quantities is to be found on the northern. | 
Soils.—On the division north of the Gady the soil is chiefly 
a light yellowish loam, on a gravelly subsoil and rocky bottom. © 
In the valley of the Gady, and on the northern lower slopes of 
the hills on the southern division, the soil is a rich loam on a 
clay substratum, but on the higher parts of the hills it is of a 
moorish description, covered with heath, interspersed with 
reen patches and stripes by the springs and small rills which 
issue from the hills, 


Hydrography. 


The water of Gady is the only stream worthy of notice con- 
nected with the parish. It has its source in the adjoining 
parish of Clatt, aa falls into the Ury in the parish of Oyne, but, 
although a small stream, it is of great value for agricultural 
purposes and propelling the machinery of several corn-grind- 
ing mills along its course. The parish, generally, is fairly sup- 
plied with spring water for domestic purposes. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


There is only one clump of mixed Scots firs and larch in 
the parish, and they are of stunted growth. There are some 
old ash trees by the church, and bushes at farm yards, other- 
wise the parish is destitute of trees for shelter, and, as there 
are comparatively few fences, the whole district is destitute of 
shelter of any kind. 

Botany.—Among the rare plants may be mentioned the 
Arenaria verna, Vernal Sandwort; Sumbucus ebulus, Dwart 
Elder ; Senecio saracenicus, Broad-leaved Ragwort ; Statice 
armeria, Common Thrift Sea Gilliflower, a rare plant in dis- 
tricts not maritime, and it is found, along with the Arenaria 

verna, among the serpentine rocks. 


Farms and Farming. 


‘The following abstract will show the number of purely agri- 
cultural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 
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 ‘No..at.and above N 0. atand above No.atandabove No. atandabove No.-at and above 
. £100 £50 £20 10 £5 
_of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. . 








8 15 14 8 14 
= _ And 8 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
- Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Leslie, year 

1872-73, . : ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ; : i . £2,908 2 5 
Do. Shootings, where Let, . : : : ; ; 20 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . ‘ 8 0 0 
‘Do. Small Properties under #100 of yearly value, . : 62 11 0 
| Total value, : 4 | ; . £2,998 13 , 5 


- 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :-— 
~ Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith Hay, of Leslie. 
William James Lumsden, Esy. of Courtieston. 


And 6 proprictors of houses and land whose yearly rents or value is under 
£100 a-year. 

Farming—The duration of leases is, in almost every in- 
stance, for 19 years. The rents are payable half-yearly, Whit- 
sunday and Martinmas, and all in money. Thirty years ago, - 
the rotation of cropping universally followed was that of the 
seventh-shift course, that is three-sevenths in Ist, 2nd, and 3rd 
years grass; two-sevenths in oat crop, and one-seventh im 
turnips, following the second oat or awal crop, and one-seventh 
in oats or bear, sown down with grass and clover seeds. The 
failure of third years grass on the lighter soils led some to 
change the rotation to the sixth-shift course, and it differs only 
from the seventh that one crop of oats is taken after the 
third years grass, which renders the preparation of the land 
for the turnip crop much less laborious ; but the change had 
little effect in improving the third years grass, therefore the 
fifth-shift course has now been adopted on the lighter soils 
(and it seems better suited to that kind of soil), which are 
generally shallow, with a bad bottom, not very well suited for - 
pasture. Oats are unquestionably the best suited for the soil 
and climate, and of these the earlier kinds are sown. The soil 
is well adapted for turnips, of which excellent crops are raised. 
Few potatoes, or any other kind of green crops are cultivated. 
The farm buildings are of a mixed kind, and in general appear 
to be of an inferior description. A few of those on the larger 
farms are slated, but on most of the smaller holdings they are 
thatched, consequently are a great burden upon the tenant to 
keep them in habitable condition. Owing to a scarcity of 
stones suitable for fences (as well as a. scarcity of timber for 
paling), and as the cultivation of hedges for shelter has not 
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been encouraged, there. is but a small proportion of the land 
enclosed by anything like permanent fences. 

Cattle Stock.—The chief cattle stock reared in the district is 

that of the Aberdeenshire breed, crossed with the shorthorned, 
and in general good crosses are to be found. 


Roads. 


The Gadyside road, which leaves the Insch and Kenneth- 
mont road at Daies, in Premnay, leads by Auchleven and the 
church of Clatt, to Rhynie, and intersects the parish from east 
to west along the valley of the Gady. Another road leads 
westward from the church to Kennethmont and the railway 
station there, and an old road leads by Chapelton across the 
hills to Donside and the bridge of Keig. The Kennethmont 
Railway Station is within five miles of the church of Leslie, 
and it is within eight miles of Huntly. The Insch Railway 
Station is within about four miles of the church, and 274 miles 
of Aberdeen. The church is also within 5} miles of the Oyne 
Railway Station, which is 244 miles from Aberdeen. 

A charter was granted by James II. to George, designed 
Dominus de Leslie, erecting the town of Lesly into a burgh of 
barony, with the privilege of a weekly market on Thursday, 
and a yearly fair at Michaelmas. These have long since been 
discontinued, and now there are ncither Fairs, Inns, or Ale- 
houses in the parish. 

The hamlet of Duncanstone, and Congregational Church, 
stands in the north-west corner of the parish. : 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LESLIE, DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, ‘ br is ‘ . . £237 7 2 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; ‘ 11 11 10 
Total receipts, . : : ; ‘ : . £24819 0. 
Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £158 8 4 

Relief of Casual Poor, ; ; : ‘ ; 115 6 

Medical Relief, . : , : ‘ Mi. 617 5 

Management, . ‘ ; ; ie 4 ; 23 18 3 

Law Expenses, . . , ; ‘ ; : 119 1 

Repayment of money borrowed, : ‘ ‘ 34 0 0 

On Buildings, not authorised, . , : : 116 6 

. - Balanceinhand,. . ‘ ; 20° 3 11 


woods 19 0 
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ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED I4ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
| POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





: Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. ; : Casual Poor. 
Population 8 y receive relief. Paina 


n or 
1861. ‘| Depend-| B&!8- |pepena-| Other |nepend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. erita: aden ante. Sacuel arta: 


ee cwamenereneremee | emrenoweninn | enema | mererrenqmsene——n | aeeREARIe | SERTTESSmRRIEN 





577 | 7 15 22 21 3 4 3 ] 1 





The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are two 
elected members on the Board. 


I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE ancient family of Leslie, Karl of Rothes, have long held a 
distinguished position in the pecrage of Scotland, and their 
lineage can be traced by charters, still existing, which were 
ranted in the 12th century. Their earliest known ancestor, 
Bertolf a, Fleming, acquired lands in the district of Aberdeen- 
shire, known as the Garioch, and in that part of it called Leslie, 
where he fixed his residence. “ David, brother of the King of 
Scots (1172-1190), addressed to all good men of his kingdom, 
granted charters to Malcolm, son of Bertolf, and his heirs, his 
lands in Lessele, as it was perambulated by him before Matthew, 
Bishop of Aberdeen, and others ; and in 1219-24, John, Earl of 
Huntingdon, granted a charter to Norman, son of Malcolm, of 
the lands of Lesseline, Achynegort, and Mawe, to be held 
by him and his heirs, in terms of the charter from the granter’s 
father (gift of the church of Lesselyn a aag which the said 
Norman gave to the Abbey of Lundors. The Leslies were 
also proprietors of the barony of Cushnie and others in Mar 
(1308) ; and Lords of Leslie in chief, in the barony of Rothie- 
normond, comprehending the old manor of Kynbruyn, and 
the superiority of the tenantry land commonly called Bady- 
whasche (1450). Andrew Leslie, Lord of that Ilk, confirmed 
a charter of sale by Andrew of Garwyach, Lord of Kosskyben, 
of his lands of Kynbruyn, and of the superiority of the 
tenantry of Badywasche, in the barony of Achynarmy and 
shire of Aberdeen, in favour of Stephen Clerk, son-in-law of 
the said Andrew of Garwyach, in consideration of having re- 
ceived a certain sum of money from the said Stephen, tobe 
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held by the latter for the annual sum of one penny in name 
of feu farm, at the manor place of Kynbruyn, at the feast of 
 Penticost, sealed with the granter’s seal at Ardlair the 15th 
April, 1480.” The last of the Leslies who had the castle at 

ew Leslie (the remains of which have been eradicated) was 
George, who married a daughter of Lord Lindores ; she sur- 
*. viving him, married John Forbes, son of the Laird of Mony- 
musk, by Margaret Douglas, daughter of the Earl of Angus. 
John Forbes, by purchasing the debts upon the estate, became 
the possessor of the barony, and the first of the Forbeses of 
Leshe. He was succeeded by his son, William, who rebuilt 
the Castle of Leslie, and died in the year 1670. His son, John 
Forbes, succeeded to the estate, but, durmg his lifetime, it 
became, by purchase, the property of the Leiths of Leith-hall, 
in whose possession it has since continued, the Leiths having 
previously obtained the barony of New Leslic,* where the 
resided till about the year 1650, when the House of Leith-hall 
was erected. 


II].— ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Parish Church stands in the valley of the Gady, near to 
the eastern boundary of the parish. The Manse and domestic 
offices are valued at £16 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at 
£12, Stipend (1837), £158 17s. 6d. The teinds are exhausted. 
The parochial School-house and garden are valued ‘at £10, 
and ag Congregational Manse and garden at Duncanston at 
£10 5s. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
the Rev. J. B. Forbes, E. C., chairman; William Ingram, New 
Leslie, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 1s. 6d. per £. Buble 
and Catechism taught. There is but one school in the parish, 
and 38 scholars. Population, 1871, 5382. 

Bequests—The church has two silver chalices, the gift of 
Mr. William Watson,} minister of the parish in 1699. The 


* The estate of New Leslie was, in the 17th century, possessed by Dr. 
Arthur Johnston, in whose verses the pleasant stream of the Gady is so often 
commemorated :— 

** Crede mihi, toti notis jam Gadius orbi est.” 
| Art. Johnstoni Poemati Omnia, p. 311. 

+ Mr. Watson ‘“‘ also gave four burses (or exhibitions) to the King’s College, 
two for students in philosophy, and two for students in divinity.”—View of 
the Diocese of Aberdeen, anno 1699. See Evidence taken by the Royal Com- 
missioners on the Universities of Scotland, vol. [V., Aberdeen, p. 208. Pre- 
rae to both Houses of Parliament by command of Her Majesty. London, 


~ 
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schoolmaster has s mortification of £1 13s. 4d. per annum, as 
fees for the children of poor widows. | 
Church Collections.—These amounted to £7 10s, 2}d. for the 


year ended 14th May, 1871, but no part of that sum was ex~. 


pended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Dr. Artuur Jounston (though not a native of the parish, 
— occasionally resided on his property of New Leslic) is said to 
have been the author of the following beautiful ballad :— 


‘“°O an’ I were where Gadie rins, 
"Mang fragrant heath and yellow whins, 
Or brawlin down the boskie lins, 
_At the back o’ Ben-na-chie. 


Ance mair to hear the wild birds sang, 

To wander birks and braes amang, 

Wi friends and fav’rites left sae lang, 
At the back o’ Ben-na-chie. 


How mony a day in blythe spring time, 
How mony a day in summer’s prime, 
Tve saunterin’ wil’d awa the time 

On the heights o’ Ben-na-chie. 


Ah! fortune’s flowers wi’ thorns grow rife, 
And walth is won wi’ toil and strife, 
Ae day gie me o’ youthful life 

At the back o’ Ben-na-chie. 


Ah! Mary, there on ilka night, 
When baith our hearts were young and hyht, 
We've wandered by the clear moonlight, 

Wi speech baith fond and free. 
Oh! ance, ance mair, where (adie rins, 
Where Gadie rins, where Cadie rins, 
Oh! might I die where Gaclie rins, 

At the back o’ Ben-na-chie.” * 

Mr. WILuIAM Forpss, laird of Leslie, and builder of the 
house, is generally believed to be the author of the continua-. 
tion of Matthew Lumsden’s Genealogy of the family of Forbes, 
from his death in 1580, to the year 1665. William Forbes 
was buried in the churchyard of Leslie, and on his tombstone 
is the following inscription :—‘ HERE LYES WILLIAM ForsBes 
_ OFF LESLIE, WHO LYVED FIFTY-FIVE YEARS, AND DEPAIRTED 
THIS LYFE NOVEMBER 12, 1670 YEIRS.” 


* Yt may not be thought improper to mention a striking anecdote connected with this song, 
as illustrative of the power of association. After the siege of Pondicherry, when a Scotch regi- 
ment was marching into the town, the whole soldiers stood still on a sudden, being arrested by 
ert this song sung by a Scotch lady from an open window.”—Statistical Account of Leslie, 


eo 
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V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


PREVIOUSLY we have referred to Chapelton, “where there had 
been once a chapel. The ruins were dug up many years ago. 
The font stone is still to be seen in one of the buildings of the 
farm steading.” * William Leslie, who marricd a daughter of 
Sir John Innes of Innes, was the first “Gudeman of Chapel- 
tone,” and on this farm is the place called “The Four Lords’ 
Seat, or Little John’s Length.” The remains of two Druidical 
circles still appear, but neither of them are very entire. 

The old house of Leslie was founded on the 17th June, 1661. 
Over the gate, on the watch-tower on the west, is the date 
1643; and over the door of the house or castle, is the inscrip- 
tion, “Haec corp. SYDERA MENTEM,” and the date, 1663. The 
Forbes coat-of-arms is to be seen in several places. 


PARISIL OF LOGIE-BUCHAN. 
PRESBYTERY OF ELLON—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 


Etymology. 


THE name Logie is derived from the Gaclic Lag, meaning “a 
hollow,” or Lagan, “the stream of the hollow,” and has been 
first applied to the place where, or near to where, the church 
and manse stands, on the right bank of the Ythan. From 
this place the name has been afterwards extended to the 
Sen and to distinguish it from other Logies, Buchan is the 
addition made to the name, from the circumstance that the 
north division of the parish lies in that district. 


~ Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by Ellon and Cruden; on the 
east by Slains; on the south by Foveran ; and on the west by 
Udny and Ellon. 

_*« There is a tradition that the farmer who removed the stones lost the 
whole of his horses, and one race of horses after another, till he was completely 


ruined, and obliged to give up the lease of his farm,”—-Statistical Account of 
Leslie, 1842, 3 
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Extent. 


The greatest length in a direct line, from the Ythan opposite 
Mill Tarty, to the burn of Auchleuchries on the north, is about 
five miles; and the greatest breadth, from the mouth of the 
burn of Tarty on the Foveran boundary, to Logierieve in 
‘Udny, on the south-west, also in a direct line, is about four 
miles; and the whole area is computed to be 6,538 acres; 
3,300 acres falling on the south side of the Ythan, and 3,238 
on the north. | 

Topography. 

That part of the parish north of the Ythan is comparatively 
flat, but undulatory, the land rising in gentle slopes from the 
river on the south, the burn of Artrochie on the east, the Old- 
mill burn on the west, and the burn of Auchleuchries on the 
north. The southern division of the parish stretches south- 
westwardly from the Ythan, rising into the broad rounded 
hills of Tarty and Tipperty, in the direction of the hill of 
- Cross-stane (in Ellon), which is 217 feet above sea level. The 
hill of Tarty is said to be 135 feet ; and the Ythan at Water- 
town, a little above the “ Boat of Logie,” is equal to the level 
of the sea at half flood, which is the Ordnance Survey Datum 
line, and nearly four feet above extreme low water mark. At 
extreme high water, the tide is perceptible at the bridge of 
Ellon; about three miles higher up the river than the church. 


Geology and Soils. 


Gneiss rock of several kinds form the chief mineral strata of 
this parish. On the north division, slaty gneiss appears with 
a minute texture, and in some cases where the felspar disap- 
pears, it passes into mica slate, with a laminar disposal, but 
with a great variety of aspect. The rock appears at Feochel,* 
on the Ythan, in its more usual character, that of granite — 
gneiss, which form the shelving rocks along both sides of the 
river. The rock is also very generally distributed all over the 
south-western parts of the parish, with little variety in its 
aspect, and it appears both on the surface in boulders, and in 
masses imbedded in clay and rough gravel. 

Soils—On the division of the parish north of the Ythan, 
the soil varies from a rich clay loam to stiff red and yellow 


*+¢The Ythan enters the parish through a barrier of rocks (gneiss), which in 
a calm evening reverberates short sentences very distinctly. At particular 
stations the echo is double. On the south side are some considerable indenta- 
* tions in the rocks ; and adjoining these is an opening through the superincum- 
bent masses, called the ‘ Needle’s Eye,’ the threading of which is rather a dan- 
gerous amusementfor young people.’’—Statistical Account of Logie-Buchan, 1842. 
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clay, on a clay subsoil, some of which is of a very tenacious 
description. South of the river, and about a mile distant 

Gicratratn, the soil is a blackish loam, on a gravel and rocky 
subsoil ; but westward by Tipperty, Wateridgemuir, and Moss- 
ton, it becomes a heavier loam, on beds of strong rich, red, 
and poor stony clay. 

| » Hydrography. 

The Ythan intersects and bounds the parish from west to 
south-east, for a distance of about 3} miles by the stream. 
The northern division is bounded on the east with Slains, by 
the burn of Artrochie, for about five miles; and the burn of 
Old-mill bounds it on the west with Ellon, for nearly three 
miles. The burn of Auchleuchries bounds it for a short dis- 
tance on the north, with Cruden. The burn of Tipperty 
bounds the south division with Foveran, from the Slecks of 
Tarty to Logierieve, being a distance of nearly 43 miles. Most 
of these streams are utilised for propelling the machinery of 
corn-grinding and thrashing mills; but the most remarkable 
one is the Ythan, the Itwna of Ptolemy’s and Richard of 

Cirencester’s maps of Britain,* where it is particularly laid 
_ down as being the Jtwna in the district of Tarxali. 

On the lower boundary of the parish with Foveran, the tide 
flows into a broad basin covering upwards of 90 acres, called 
the Sleeks of Tarty, surrounding Inch-Geck on three sides, 
and is overflowed by the sea at every tide. The surface of the 
Sleek is partly green, and produces a fine short grass, which is 
said to be fattening for cattle. The Island, or Inch-Geck, con- 
tained an area of three acres, one rood, 11 falls, from an 
accurate measurement made in 1762; and now (1842) it con- 
tains three acres, two roods, 10 falls, being an increase of 39 
falls formed on the river side+ At high water, the estuary of 
the river, from the Sleeks up to the Boat of Logie, averages 
fully 400 yards in breadth, but above the Ferry the river is 
hemmed in by steep banks and rocky precipices, to about 50 
yards, Immediately below the Sleeks of Tarty there is the 
ford and ferry of Waterside of Slains, and here the river is 
only fordable at low water. Higher up the river there is the 

* Richard says, ‘‘ Oceani littus ultra horem fines accolebant Taixali. His 
urbium princeps Devana ; fluvii antem Deva et Ituna.” No mention is made 
here of the intermediate river Don.”—See Kennedy’s Annals, 

_‘t “*T have measured the present height of the central point of the green sur- 
face of this island, above the bottom of the Ythan, aa found it to be eight 
feet three inches. As the highest tide just now reaches this point (not quite 
the highest of the island), Inch-Geck may be considered as a gauge to after 


 Benerations for ascertaining the rate at which the ocean recedes from this part 
of an east coast of Scotland,”—Statistical Account, Logie-Buchan, 1842, 


P. 
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old ford and ferry of Tarty, and opposite the church there is 
the “ Boat of Logie,” where a smal Vout is stationed for pas- 
_sengers, and a large boat for conveying the parishioners to’ 
church from the north side of the river. “A little below the 
church an old raik dike stands in the middle of the river, in 

~. .the shape of a horse shoe ; and this, with other rude construc- 


' “tions for the convenience of the salmon and flounder fishings, 


~ are all that the hand of man has done for the improvement of 
this interesting but much neglected little river.” Flat bot- 
- tomed boats, called lighters, ply on the river between New- 
burgh and the Meadow of Watertown, which is within a mile 
of the village of Ellon. These belong to shipowners and grain 
merchants, and are employed in carrying coals, lime, and agri- 
cultural manures from Newburgh to the different landing 
places; but in many parts of the river, especially where the 
channel becomes contracted, the fragments of rock and large 
boulders afford serious obstructions to the general purposes of 
navigation not very easily got over. Many years ago pro- 

osals were made to throw a bridge across the river a little 
haga the ferry or Boat of Logie, by which the distance be- 
tween Aberdeen and Peterhead and Fraserburgh, would have 
been shortened upwards of two miles. The utility of the pro- 
posal to improve this, at one time (great highway), does not 
now exist; but the advantages of having a bridge across the 
river at this point, for improving the local communication of 
the district, rémains the same. 

Fishings—The Ythan abounds with salmon, sea trout, bull- 
trout, finnock, yellow or burn trout, flounders, and eels. The sal- 
mon fishing, which belongs to Mr. Gordon of Ellon, is valued at 
£10 a-year. Mr. Buchan of Auchmacoy has a right toa private . 
net for flounder fishing, which he exercises, and it is valued at 
£3a-year. The river affords good rod-fishing, especially for sea 
trout and finnocks, and the best time for angling is on the rise 
of the tide. The Ythan has been called “the richrig of Scotland,” 
and the prevalent tradition is that the large pearl in the Crown 
of Scotland was found in it by a person of the name of Jamic- 
son, and the very slags is pointed out where it was found.* 
Pearls of considerable value are yet occasionally found, there 
being no want of shells in the river, and the fshing season 1s 
when the water is low, especially during summer. 

_* The pearl fishing of this river was considered to be an object of greater 
value some time ago than it has been for these several years past, namely, 
that one of the predecessors of Mr. Buchan of Auchmacoy had obtained a 
patent for it; and in the list of unprinted Acts of the first Parliament of 


Charles I., anno 1633, there is an Act, ‘‘ repealing the patent for the pearl 
fishery, granted to Robert Buchan.”-—Old Statistical Account, vol. iv., p. 423. 
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Arboriculture and Botany. — F 


There is a considerable extent of ground around the Hous 
of Auchmacoy formed into clumps and belts of planting, which, 
although they do not promise to be of much value as timber, 
they are valuable for shelter, and are very ornamental to the 
residence. These consist chiefly of spruce firs and larch, mixed 
with ash and other hardwood trees, and being well disposed of 
both for shelter and ornament, and along with numerous thorn 
hedges dividing the fields, the lower parts of the north divi- 
sion of the parish has a finely clothed and warm aspect. On 
the higher grounds towards Birness, several belts of planting 
have recently been formed, chiefly of hardwood trees, and along 
with these some beech hedges have been planted; but, owing 
to the cold northerly exposure of the ground, and the inherent 
tenacity of the soil, some time must elapse before the trees can 
be of much value for shelter. At some of the larger farm- 
yards there are clumps of old hardwood trees, which improve 
the otherwise bare appearance of the district. In the valley 
south of the Ythan, by the manse of Logie, and along the 
river side on Tarty, there are some clumps of wood which im- 
prove the appearance of a somewhat bare rugged hollow. On 
the higher ground, westward by Tipperty and Wateridgemuir, 
there are a number of old neglected thorn hedges dividing 
fields, and some hedge-row trees, which afford but little shelter, 
and they do not appear to be in a thriving condition. 

Botany—The Arundo phragmites-—Common Reed, the 
Agrostis alba—Marsh Bent-Grass, Glaux maritima—Sea Mik- 
wort, and Scorpus maritimus—Salt-marsh Clubrush, grow 
under the influence of the tide. The panicles of the Arundo 
phragmites have been used in Sweden as a green dye, and its 
reeds are everywhere used for thatch. The roots of the Scirpus 
maritimus are very swect, and probably would afford good and 
nutricious food for hogs, being larger than those of re 
palustris, which are collected for that purpose in Sweden, 
where, it is said, they have been ground and used in place of 
flour in times of scarcity. There is also the Salicornia herbacea 
—Common Jointed Glasswort or Saltwort, Marsh Samphire, 
which grows on the muddy or moist tidal shores.* It has a 

* ‘< Towards the mouth of the Ythan there is a capacious basin filled by the 
tide ; it is named the Slitch, or Sleeks of Tartie, and is the, only part where a 
true salt marsh occurs. In this place we find the variety of peat called Marine, 
and principally produced by the decay gf the following plants :—Glaux mari- 
tima, Triglochin maritimum, Scirpus maritimus, Chenopodium maritimum, 
Blysmus rufus, and Salicornia herbacea, which are found here, along with 


sper others frequent in such stations.”—Dickie’s Flora Abredonensis, p. 16. 
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saltish taste, makes a good pickle, and is greedily eaten by 

cattle. The various species of the Salicornia are employe 

on the coasts of the Mediterranean for making Barilla. #estuca 
elatior—Tall Fescue-grass, is not common, but it is found in 
moist places. Potamogeton crispus—Curled Pond-weed, is 
fourid in ditches and in the rivulets; and the Plantago mar- 
_ tima—Sea Plantain, is found in the dry sandy pastures. 


. Farms and Farming. 
_ Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 
No. atand above No.atandabove No.atandabove No, atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £ £2 10 £ 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, — 
12 15 14 5 20 
And 4 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of the Parish of Logie-Buchan, year 1872-73, £5,244 6 10 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 


8, ; : . ; 288 0 0 

Do.  Fishings in the Ythan, . : : : . : : 13 0 0 
Do. Mills and Brickwork at Newark, . : : , : 30 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . : ‘ 2619 0 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, . , ; . lll 0 0 
Do. F¥ormartine and Buchan Railway, . : ; ; . 126 0 0 
Total value, ~ 6 «6 «  . £5,839 5 10 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


James Buchan, Esq. of Auchmacoy. 

The Trustees of Alexander Dingwall of Rannieston. 

George Robert Gordon, Esq. of Tarty and Ellon. 

Gordon Ettershank Gordon, Esq. of Mosstown. 

Henry Gordon Wolrige, Esq. of Wateridgemuir and Esslemont. 
John Gordon Cuming Skene, Esq. of Pitlurg and Birness. 

John Turner, Esq. of Tipperty and Turnerhall. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 4 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—tThe length of leases is 19 years, and here the 
tenant, as in some other districts of the County, is left, as he 
should be, very much at liberty to treat his ground as he ma 
be advised during the earlier portion of his lease, and, if this 
privilege was more general, it would give the farmer more 
scope to the employment of his capital and skill; but it is 
equally clear that he should be bound to some regular rotation 
of cropping, to be strictly observed towards the closing years 
of his lease, to prevent hi scourging the ground, so as to 
alee the interests of the proprietor. In this district may 
e seen the most judicious arrangement as to rotation of crops, 


é 
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the most common are those of the 5th and 6th courses. The — 
application of modern science in the construction of improved 
implements used in agriculture, the erection of steam thrash- 
ing machines, and, more recently, the introduction of a steam 
powee On the farm of Westfield of Auchmacoy, in 1834, a 

rick work was erected, and “at this place drain-tiles were 
first made north of the Tay.” At Newark, a brick and tile 
work has long been carried on, where, from the excellent quality 
of the clay, superior articles are manufactured. Extensive 
drainage operations have been carried on, which has done 
much to meliorate the clay soils; the farm yard manure 
receives better treatment, and by the extensive use of various 
other fertilizers,the stiff clay soils now produce luxuriant crops 
of corn and fair crops of turnips. The loams and black soils 
produce good crops of both, and of grass. 

There is a general want of stones in the district suitable for 
building dykes, consequently stone fences are not numerous. 
_ Ditch, earthen mound, with common thorn hedges are more 

general, and if the hedges were properly attended to, that kind 
of fence is more area as they afford better shelter than any 
other kind of fence that can be raised. 

The farm buildings are generally of a superior description. 
The dwelling-houses on the larger farms are commodious and 
substantial, and the office houses are generally well arranged 
in squares, forming court-yards, with corn-thrashing barns, all 
substantially built with stone and lime, and mostly all of them 
have slated roofs. 

Live Stock.—The shorthorned and Aberdeenshire breeds of 
cattle are kept in about equal proportions, and to the rearing 
and selecting, and to the keeping of both breeds pure, greater 
attention is now paid than formerly, so that the cattle stock on 
several farms are of a superior and valuable description. Few 
sheep are kept. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Peterhead road intersects the south 
division of the parish for about a mile and a-half at Tipperty, 
and the Newburgh and Old Meldrum runs through the south- 
western parts for about 24 miles, by Wateridgemuir and the 
Logiereive Railway Station. The Ellon and Peterhead road 
intersects the northern division, from Old Mill of Auchmacoy 
to Birness, for a distance of nearly 24 miles; and at the 
old toll bar at Birness (205 ee: the road bifurcates—the 
right hand road leading to Peterhead, through Cruden, and 
the left to Fraserburgh, through Mintlaw. The Ellon and 
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Slains road runs along the left bank of the river, and with . 


other cross roads of a more local character, the parish may be 
said to be well accommodated. 


Railways. | oe 


The Logiereive Station, on the Formartine and Buchan Rail- 
‘way, is 164 miles from Aberdeen, and five miles from the 


church of Logie-Buchan. The Ellon Station is 19} miles from - 


Aberdeen, and five miles from the old toll bar of Birness; and 
the “ Boat of Logie” * is within about three miles. 


Mansion Houses. 


The House of Auchmacoy, the only territorial mansion in . 


the parish, stands on gently pe ground on the north, and 
overlooking the valley of the Ythan. It is an elegant turreted 
mansion, and was built about “40 years ago, after designs by 
the late Mr. Burns, architect, Edinburgh. | 

The Manse was built in 1775, and the Church in 1787, 
which is seated for about 400. The glebe contains nearly six 
acres of excellent land. 

There are no markets or alehouses within the parish; and 
the post town is Ellon. 

The parish is in connection with the Ellon district Saving 
Bank; and the Sunday school and parish libraries contain 
about 650 volumes. 


| Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LOGIE-BUCHAN, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871.: 


Receipts from Assessments, ; ; : s . £822 8 34 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 218 4 





Total receipts, ~e 4 @ f . « £285 6 74 
PT 
Expenditure. 
_ Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £21219 9 
Medical Relief, . a ‘ ; : 10 8 7 
_ Management, . ; : , ; : 33.18 64 
On Buildings not authorised, . ek : 42 2 
- Balance in hand, , : 2317 7 
—— £285 6 17% 


* “In the year 1607, the ‘Ferry of Logie’ was the great thoroughfare from 
the north-east part of Buchan foc Abeniean, the rincipal road being along the 


sea-shore of Belhelvie. There was then a considerable kirk-town, where mar- 


kets were held, and one or more ale houses kept.”—Statistical Account of 
Logie-Buchan, 1842. is 


— century. 
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| ABSTRACT OF THE N UMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED I4rx MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


Relieved during the year. eualve roliel Casual Poor. 
Population See ee et ot 
in or 
Regis- Other 
1861. Depend- Depend- Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. tered Casual 
ants, Poor, ants, Poor. ants. 


























762 5 13 18 21 3 0 0 0 3 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic., Cap. 88 and 34, with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are two elected 

members on the Board. 


I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” we find the following 
notice of the Buchans of Auchmacoy, “This family has possessed 
these lands for four hundred years; the first of them having . 
been a son of Cummin, Karl of Buchan (whence Auchmacoy 
still bears the coat of Cummin, Earl of Buchan, with a mollet 
for difference), who had got this small estate from his father, 
and did, notwithstanding the almost general rebellion of his 
whole clan against King Robert I., adhere so faithfully to that 
rince, that he was allowed to retain his estate (when the other 
Gamnmine were forfeited), upon the condition of his taking a 
new name; whereupon he chose that of Buchan. Those of 
this family have been frequently baillies to the Bishop of 
Aberdeen,” and there were two chapels, “one at the Dovecot, 
and the other at the old yard of Auchmacoy ; both for the use 
of the Buchans of Auchmacoy. In 1446, Andrew Buchan of 
Auchmacoy, was on the assize for settling the boundaries 
between the lands of St. Peter’s Hospital in Old Aberdeen, and 
the neighbouring property of Cotton. In 1503, King James 
IV. erected the lands of Auchmacoy into a free barony, and 
Alexander Buchan was served heir to his brother Andrew in 
those lands, and since that time they have come down lineally 
to the present owner with the usual writs necessary for com- 
pleting the titles of the successive heirs.” 
General Thomas Buchan, was third son of the laird of 
Auchmacoy. He was born about the middle of the 17th 
He took to the profession of arms, and adhered to 
the waning cause of King James II; he saw some service, in 
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_ subordinate rank, in France and Holland. Among his various 
commissions, now in the collection at Auchmacoy House, 1s ene 
from Louis XIV., to raise a company of 100 men for the Scotch | 
regiment in that King’s service, and in 1682 he received a 
commission as lieutenant-colonel of the Earl of Mar’s regiment 
of foot in Scotland; and from various letters of thanks addressed 
to him by the Privy Council, it would appear that he was 
~ actively engaged against the Covenanters during 1684 and 1685. 

After the defeat of the Jacobites at Killiecrankie, and the 
repulse of General Cannon at Dunkeld, General Buchan was 

romoted to the chief command of King James’s forces in 

cotland ; following the King to France, and then to Ireland, 
where he commanded that King’s forces in Drogheda, Trim, 
and other places; and among the papers at Auchmacoy, is one 
of instructions to the General, superscribed by the King, with 
directions to take care that “ Our troopes in these parts be kept 
in good order, and that they commit no disorders ; that you 
cause the soldiers duely pay for theire provisions and forage.” 

General Buchan was surprised and defeated by Sir Thomas 
Livingstone, on the Haughs of Cromdale, in Strathspey, in 
1689 ; but at the rising in 1715, he seems to have been again 
ready to draw his sword for the house of Stuart. Among the 
letters to the General, and other documents, in the hands of 
Mr. Buchan of Auchmacoy, is one from the Marquis of Huntly, 
dated Gordon Castle, 22nd September, 1715, not many days 
before he set out to join the Earl of Mar’s army, in which he 
commends the General’s “frankness to go with me, in our 
King and cuntray’s caws, wherein so many other brav gentilmen 
ar venturing thir livs and fortuns to indevor to serv thir King, 
and reliev thir poor opres¢ cuntray from ever being in slavery, 
thes motivs hav inducé our noble predecessors to doe things 
brav as history can boast of any cuntray, and I hope the noble 
vew will be accomplishd ere long. I intend to be in motion 
next weke with my people, who as I shal wil, be all ready and 
willing to yield to yr command, conduct, and experience. You 
have given such proofs of yr loyalty that all will be fond to 
have you with them ; besides it will be very much for the good 
of our King to hav such worthy, brav, and experienced offishars 
on his side as you ar. | shall send you twenty-four hours’ 
notice wher to meet mee and mine,”* 

* «There can be little doubt that General Buchan, though not in command, 
was present with the Marquis of Huntly’s troops at the battle of Sheriffmuir, 
on the 13th November, 1715. But when the Marquis, to save his life and. 
estates, withdrew from the rising a few months after, it is doubtful whether 


the General followed his example, as, by the Countess of Errol's letter, it-appears 
that he was in correspondence with the exiled family up to the day of his death.” 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF LOGIE-BUCHAN. -905— 


General Buchan died in 1720, but he would seem to have 
been in correspondence with the exiled family to the last, as 
in May of that year he received a letter from the Countess of 
Errol, dated at Slains Castle, in which she thanks him for “ this 
last letter which pleases me every way very well; the contents 
of which shall rivete me still more in my dutiful regards to 
that person, and I reckon it a particular happiness that such 
a, message should have been transmitted through your hands.” 

During the Covenanting wars, this parish had its full share 
of the religious contests which prevailed; but the most part 
of the proprietors were attached to the royal cause. Upon the 
23rd February, 1644, when every estate was bound to raise a 
certain number of men to recruit the Scottish forces, then in 
England, Spalding says, “the committee in Aberdeen sent 
40 musketeers to plunder the lands of Rainieston, Tipperty, 
Tarty, and the good-wife of Artrochie, non-subscribers of the 
covenant in this parish.” Mr. William Innes of Tipperty, having 
obtained the assistance of the lairds of Gight, Haddo, and other 
gentlemen, to the number of 80 horse, met the Covenanters on 
the bounds of Tarty, defeated, disarmed, and dispersed them, 
to the great offence of Earl Marischal and the committee. 
“Such alarm did this occasion that the town of Aberdeen took 
instant measures for the defence of the oy Spalding further 
informs us that, “upon the 27th April, of che same year, 
44 soldiers belonging to Mr. William Seton of Shethin, Mr. 


James Buchan of Auchmacoy, and Mr. James Seton of Pit- _ 


medden (who then had lands in this parish), lay in Aberdeen 
four days upon the charges of the poor Old-town people,” while 
the Marquis of Huntly was there ; and in the following May, 
Mr. Innes’ house and meal mill of Tipperty were Burned 

The Scottish auxiliary forces, then in England, amounted to 
upwards of 20,000 men, under the command of the Earl of 
Leven, with Baillie as his heutenant, and David Leslie, a man 
of greater military talent than either, obtained a decisive victory 
with the parliamentary forces at Marston Moor, on the 3rd 
_ duly, 1644; and on the 1st of September, of the same year, the 
royal army, under the command of the Marquis of Montrose, 
completely routed the Covenanters on Tibbermuir. Montrose, 
with inferior numbers, resolved to make up for this by moving 
from one part of the country to another, marched suddenly on 
_ Aberdeen to take possession of the bridge of Dee, to endeavour 
to arouse the Gordons, and defeat the Covenanters in that part 
of the country. After obtaining possession of the bridge, 
Montrose found himself confronted by a large force, commanded 
by Lord Burleigh, and a large body of horsemen in the Coven- 
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anting army, of Gordons, who had been compelled to take arms 
in that cause by Lord Lewis Gordon, third son of the Marquis 


of Huntly, whose politics differed from those of his father. _ 


Montrose, finding himself greatly inferior in horse, intermingled 
with his cavalry some of ii 

he took at Tibbermuir, and leaving the courage of his men no 
time to subside, led’ them gallantly up to the face of the enemy, 
and succeeded ina desperate charge in routing Lord Lewis’ 
men, who were not, it is said, very favourable to the side on 
which they ranked—routed them completely, and pursuing 
them into the town, and through the streets, made the in- 
habitants suffer greatly. On the 14th September, Montrose 
stormed the city with a tumultuary army; many of the inha- 


s musketeers, and with the cannon . | 


i 


bitants were killed in the streets ; and the cruelty of the Irish | 


in particular was so great, that they compelled the wretched 
citizens to strip themselves of their clothes before they killed 
them, to prevent their being soiled with blood! “Yet the 
town of Aberdeen had two reasons for expecting better treat- 
ment; first, that it had always inclined to the king’s party ; 
and secondly, that Montrose himselé had, when acting for the 
Covenanters, been the agent in oppressing for its loyalty the 
very city which his troops were now plundering on the op- 
posite score.” * 


II]—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


CoNSIDERING the great length of the parish, the Church is as 
conveniently placed as it could be. The Manse and domestic 
offices are valued at £20, and the Glebe and garden at. £15. 
Stipend (1837): meal, 103 bolls; barley, 103 bolls; money, 
£22 3s. 10d. Unappropriated teinds, £11 11s. 9d. School- 
master’s dwelling-house and garden, £10. Female school 


teacher’s house, Dorbshill, £4 . 


School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Rev. Andrew Gordon, E. C., chairman; Charles Ruxton, Ar- 
trochie, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible 


and Catechism taught. There are two schools in the parish. 


At the Denhead school there are 53 scholars, but there is no 
return for the Dorbshill school. Population of the parish, 
1871, 808. 

Parochial Registers.—The sessional records of doctrine and 
discipline has been regularly kept since 1698, with some frag- 
ments as far back as 1630 and 1640. Registers of marriages 


* Sir Walter Scott’s Tales of a Grandfather, Second Series. : 
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and baptisms are also kept since 1698; but the latter does not 
comprehend all the births. “The deficiency of our session 
records is in so far supplied by our Presbytery registers. 
‘These begin five years after the institution of our Presbyterys 
(1592), the first meeting of the Presbytery of Ellon being held, 
as it 1s expressed in the record, ‘on the penult day of Novem- 
ber, 1597.’ It may be noticed, what is cee in other cases, 
that in our Presbytery records the beginning of the year was 
reckoned from the vernal equinox, or Ist April, O. S., and con- 
tinued to be so till the year 1600, when it commences with the 
1st January.” * | 

Bequests—The church collections for the year ended 14th 
May, 1871, amounted to £11 15s, 5d., of which £1 7s, 6d. was 
expended by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. 


TV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Mr. ALEXANDER ARBUTHNOT, minister of Logie-Buchan, 1568, 
was son of Andrew Arbuthnot of Pitcarles, brother to Viscount 
Arbuthnot. He was born in 1538, educated at King’s College, — 
Aberdeen, and in the year 1560 his name appears in a list of 
young men of pee talents for the ministry, given in to 
the first General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. After 
studying civil law four or five years at Bourges, France, under 
the celebrated Cujaccius, he returned to Scotland in 1566, and 
was soon after licensed as a minister of the reformed church. 
On the 15th July, 1568, he received a presentation to the 
church of Logie-Buchan, one of the common kirks of the Cathe- 
dral of Old Aberdeen. On the 3rd of July, 1569, he was ap- 
pointed Principal of King’s College, Aberdeen, and three weeks 
after was presented to the church of Arbuthnot, “ provyding 
he administrat the sacraments of Jesus Christ, or ellis travell 
in some other als necessar vocation to the utility of the kirk, 
and approvit by the samen.”+ To the University, Principal 
Arbuthnot rendered the most important services, both in the 
augmentation of its funds, and by his assiduity and success in 
teaching. Besides being an eminent divine, he is said to have 
been a good mathematician, jurist, physician, and poet. | 

To the Church of Scotland Mr. Arbuthnot’s services were 
invaluable. He was twice Moderator of the General Assem- 

* Statistical Account of Logie-Buchan, 1842. 

+ ‘‘The emoluments of his two parochial charges were probably his only 
he ik as Principal, the funds of the Cellege having been greatly dilapidated 


by his predecessor, Principal Anderson, in view of his deposition for his adher- 
ence to Popery.”—Jbid 
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bly, in 1573 and 1577. In 1578, he was appointed one of a 
committee to attend the King and the Queen about the affairs 
of the church; and along with John Knox he revised the. 
Second Book of Discipline, and assisted in drawing up that | 
solemn and impressive form, for the ordination and admission 
- of ministers of the gospel, which is still in use. 

Mr. Arbuthnot died on the 16th October, 1583, in the forty- 
sixth year of his age, and sixteenth of his ministry in this 

arish. The only book his active life left him leisure to pub- 
ish, was, “ Orationes de Origine et Dignitate Juris,” Edin- 
burgh, 1572. 7 

[y. JoHN READ succeeded Mr. Arbuthnot as second minis- 

ter of Logie-Buchan. He is said to have been “ an active man, 
and to have taken a particular interest in the erection of the 
parish of Udny.” But the following complaint against him 
stands in the records of the Presbytery, which is too curious 
te be omitted :— | 

“ Logie-Buchan, 1st September, 1620.—Convenit the Bishop 
of Aberdeen and Presbytery of Ellon, with the gentlemen of 
the parish of Logie, and elders thereof, for the visitation of the 
kirk of Logy-buchan. Mr. John Read, minister at Logy- 
buchan, being challengit of non-residence, answerit, the want 
of peits, and want of ane sufficient glebe, was the cause there- 
of. The gentlemen and elders of the parish foresaid consult- 
ing about the matter, and admitting partly that it might pre- 
vent Mr. Read, they advised, at the instance of the Bishop and 
the Presbytery, to allow him ‘sax leit of peits, of 24 feet in 
length ilk leit, and 12 feet in breadth, with height effeirand, 
which would be sufficient for him, yearlie;’ the parish being 
willing likewise to lead said peits, and ‘Mr. Buchan to give 
the coble.’ The allotment of this enormous quantity of fuel 
(about 300 cart loads) was soon necessarily discontinued, but 
the ready consent both of the heritors and people, to give 
their minister a warm fireside, deserves to be recorded.” - 

At the time the ferry of Logie was on the principal road 
from the north-eastern parts of Buchan to Aberdeen, there was — 
a considerable kirk-town at the ferry, where markets were held 
and one or more alehouses kept, of which nothing remains 
but the “ Boat of Logie.” In the early part of the 17th 
century, the Presbytery of Ellon took vigorous measures for 
the pr ews of tulzying (wrestling), foot-ball, and the hold- 
ing of markets at kirks on the Lord’s day. Such is never 
heard of now. | 
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PARISH OF LOGIE-COLDSTONE. 





PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL—SyNoD OF ABERDEEN. 





| Etymology. 

THE parish of Logie, anciently Logie-mar, was annexed to 
Coldstone in the year 1618. Logie is derived from the Gaelic 
Lag, which signifies a hollow, and is very descriptive of the 
lower lying a of the parish. There is no tradition as to 
the origin of Coldstone, or Colstane, as it is pronounced, but 
in the Gaelic language the conjoined names would be Lag-cul- 
duime, which means “ the hollow behind the fort.” 


Boundaries. 

The parish is bounded on the north by Towie, and two 
dstchea portions of the parish of Tarland and Migvie; on the 
east by the parish of Tarland proper, part of Coull, and part of 
Aboyne; on the south and south-west by Aboyne and Glen- 
muick, Tullich, and Glengairn ; and on the west by Strathdon. 


| Extent. 

The greatest breadth of the parish from south-east to north- 
west, in a direct line from the lowermost point on the burn of 
Coldstone, near Tarland, to the Lodge of Deskryshiel, is 63 
miles ; and the greatest length, from south-east to north-west, 
including the interjecting portion of Tarland (Migvie), and in 
a direct line from Goukstone on the burn of Dinnet, to Bolt- 
ingstone, on the water of Deskry, is seven miles. The whole 
area is computed to be 13,624 acres. 

: Topography. 

A high ridge of hills runs westward from the Cushnie Hills 
in the north-east corner of the parish, and along the Towie 
boundary, to the slack of the hills over which the public road 
crosses to Donside by Boltingstone. The highest point on this 
range, the Broomhill of the Daugh, is 1,882 feet above sea level, 
and the summit level of the Boltingstone road is 1,214 feet. 
A westerly ridge of hills run from Boltingstone, on the Deskry, 
southwards to Morven, whose summit stands conspicuous in 
the south-western corner of the parish, and is 2,954 feet ; the 
bridge at Boltingstone is 996 feet; and the lowermost point 
in the parish, on the Deskry, near Rippachy, is 966 feet. The 
church of Logie-Coldstone is 608 feet, and the lowermost point 
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on the burn of Coldstone, which is within half a mile of the 
village of Tarland, is about 430 feet above sea level. The 
lowermost point in the parish, on the water of Dinnet, at. 
Goukstone, is about 590 feet. : | ne 

The general appearance of the old parish of Logie, which 
occupies the southern division, is flat, ai interspersed with 
small rounded knolls, which are either cultivated or planted; the 
surface of the eastern division consists of long irregular rounded 
ridges rising from the streams into the higher hills of Melgum 
(in Gaelic, Meall-guim, which means “the gloomy hills”); 
the aspect of the country is bleak and bare. The surface of~ 
the western, or Coldstone division, is hilly and irregular, the 
lower parts of the valley, by Coldstone and Kinaldy, are well 
cultivated, so are the higher parts, by Groddie and Knocksoul, 
lying contiguous to the western mountains, which are cold, 
rocky, heathy, and bleak and barren. Thk2 eastern side of 
the valley of the Deskry, which belongs to this parish, is com- 

aratively narrow, with little cultivated land along it, from 
oltingstone upwards, to the Derkry-shiel Shooting Lodge, and 
its clump of stunted firs and larch trees. 

As this parish borders on the Aberdcenshire Highlands, and 
some of the natives may have a predilection for the Gaelic, 
which seems to have been the language of the whole country. 
Of this language there are many traces here, which names 
either mark the local situation, or refer to what has taken 
place in former times. Of the names of places we have Cor- 
rachree, standing in a very prominent position near Tarland, 
and the name, in Gaelic, Cruach-rwighe, signifies “ the shealing 
on the round hill;” Ruthven, in Gaelic Ruadh-abhuim, “ the 
red stream ;” Tillychermack, in Gaclic T'ulach-Charmaig, “St. 
Cormack’s height ;” Pittentagart, in Gaelic, Pitt-an-t-sagairt, 
“the priest’s hollow;” Pitloine, in Gaelic, Pit-a-lean, or lane, 
“the hollow of the plain ;” Tomachar,* inGaelic, Tom-machair, 
“the knoll of the field ;’ Kinaldy, in Gaelic, Ceann-allt-dubh, 
“the head of the dark stream;’ and Water-erne, “the east 
running stream ;” as Strath-earn, or Srath-ear-an, signifies 
“the valley of the cast running water.” 


te 


Geology and Soils. 


In the central parts of the parish, and throughout the na- 
tural bounding mountains north and west, granite forms the 


* The author of the Statistical Account of Logie-Coldstone (1843), says that 
Tomachar is from the Gaelic Tom-chathair, and signifies ‘‘ hillock of the 
chair ;” but we find, on referring to the best authorities on the Celtic language, 
that chathair, or cathair, signifies a town, a city, afortress, consequently is not 
at all applicable to the English signification thus given to it, viz., a chair. | 
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basis of the whole district. In the lower B ais it appears in 
irregular beds and disintegrated blocks and boulders, varying 
in size, and in some places it appears in a decomposed state, 
‘along with water-worn pebbles and fragments of the overlying 
rocks which have been detached by the action of the weather. 
Gneiss and trap rocks, with granite veins and masses shooting 
up into them, appear on the eastern and northern ridges of 
orven, and on the bounding hills with Towie. The compo- 
sition and texture of the granite of this district vary from large 
to small granular, and often the veins of finer texture are in- 
terspersed through the masses of coarser materials. The tint 
or colour of the rock, which is chiefly derived from the felspar, 
varys from grey to light-red, the quartz from white to dark- 
brown or red, and the mica from white to brown or black. 

Veins of quartz and rocks, of which felspar is the chief con- 
stituent, traverse Morven in a north-east and north-west 
direction. The quartz rock, which is of the more common 
kind, contains felspar and scales of mica, and in colour it is 
white, blue, or reddish, the latter colour arising from the con- 
tained quantity of oxide of iron. The felspar, besides enter- 
ing largely into the composition of the other rocks of the 
district, is found in mountain masses in a compact form, with 
a minutely granular appearance and laminar structure. In 
colour it is greyish-brown, with a glassy lustre, an uneven 
surface, and splintry fracture. 

_ Deposits—In the southern division of the parish there are 
considerable deposits of pebbly gravel and hillocks of finer 
sand, which have a water-formed appearance. To the west of 
Blelack, and bordering Loch-Dawan, and on Nether Ruthven, 
et earth is found in the valleys, where, at one time, there 

ad been extensive beds formed of decayed vegetable sub- 
stances, such as carices, heath, rushes, &c., which formed the 
deposits of the more spongy kind of peat, and in the more 
compact kind there is found the remains of oak, alder, and fir 
trees. 

Soils.—On the higher knolls and central ridges of Bellas- 
trade, Blelack, and Coldstone, the soil is a yellowish sandy 
loam, of a fertile nature, but in the lower ground it is more 
of a gravelly nature, mixed with blackish earth and some 
clay. On the eastern division of Melgum the soil is of a clay- 
ish loam, of a rich quality, and on the higher lands of the © 
Davoch, it is also a clay loam, but much of it is of an inferior 

uality, on a cold retentive subsoil. On the western division 
the soil on the slopes of the lower lying hills is a fine rich 
black loam, and that on the higher grounds, including that 
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which has recently been brought into ¢ultivation, is a light 
blackish loam, of an inferior quality. The soil on the lower 
parts of Deskry-side, is of a gravelly nature, and, on the upper, 
it is mossy and wet, and the cereal crops are liable to be 
damaged by frost. 

| Hydrography. * 

The water of Deskry forms the western boundary of the 
parish with Strathdon, from its source, on the northern slopes 
of Morven, to Rippachy, which is within three miles of the con- 
fluence of the stream with the Don, a little below Castle Newe. 
The burn of Groddie, or Kinaldy, in its upper course, forms 
the bounding stream with Glenmuick on the south-west; and 
below Loch Dawan (after intersecting a portion of this parish) 
it forms the bounding stream also with Glenmuick, and it falls 
into the Dee at Mill of Dinnet. The burn of West-town forms. 
the north-eastern boundary with Tarland, and after its junction 
with the burn’of Coldstone (which is a native stream), near the 
village, it forms the burn of Cromar, and falls into the Dee at 
Belwade, a little below Charlestown of Aboyne. These streams, 
along with many small tributaries, and vee of pure water, 
abundantly supply the domestic wants of the parish, while 
they afford, in most cases, sufficient offlets for drainage pur- 
poses ; they are valuable for propelling the machinery of many 
corn-thrashing and several corn-grinding mills. | 

Loch Dawan lies on the southern boundary of this parish 
with Glenmuick. The name, in Gaelic, JLoch-d-abhuinn, 
means “the loch of the two waters.” It is a dark moss water 
loch, and contains pike and eels. On Nether Ruthven there 
is a small loch called Lochan-uine, or “the green pool;” but if 
the name was written Loch-nan-eun, or eion, it would signify 
the “loch of birds.” The water in this loch is very impure, 
and although seemingly so, the cattle upon the farm are said 
to prefer it to any other. : - 

n a plantation west of the House of Blelack there is a 
strong chalybeate spring, which at one time attracted some 
notice, and it seems to have acquired its Gaelic name, Poll- 
dubh, which signifies “the dark pool,” from pouring its water 
- into a mossy hollow within a few yards of its source. The 
water of this spring has been successfully used in gravellish 
and scorbutic disorders ; but since the opening of the Pananich 
Wells, few people now visit or resort to Pol-du, either for the 
benefit of their health or amusement ; and those who do, drink 
the water for all disorders. , 
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+ Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations on the Cromar lands and on Blelack, and 
some clumps and belts of trees on Coldstone, occupy the cen- 
tral and lower division of the parish, which is well wooded ; 
but a good deal of the older timber has been cut down. The 
younger plantations on Corrachree, which occupy the south 
and eastern corner of the parish, consist of mixed Scots firs 
and larch, have a very thriving appearance, and are valuable 
for shelter. The division of Tower Meleum is bare, almost 
treeless ; the south face of the bounding hitls with Towie, has 
recently been planted ; but from the exposed nature of the 
ground, years must elapse before the trees can do much more 
than cover the ground; and if it had been planted with trees 
adapted to the soil, and thoroughly enclosed, such an improve- 
ment would have beautified the country, and added warmth 
to the climate. The western division is sae and much of the 
bleak barren moors might easily be converted into pine forests. 
Along the glen of Deskry there are few trees, and in no part 
of its course, even from the Don, which is beyond the bounds 
of the parish, to its termination in the dark northern slopes of 
Morven, is the prospect very inviting. | 

Botany.—In this parish, the botanist will find few of the 
rarer indigenous plants ; but in the mossy hollows around Loch 
Dawan, he will find some interest in examining the Bull-rush 
—Scirpus lacustris; the Great Water Horse-tail—EHquisetum 
fluviatile ; the Marsh Horse-taill—#. palustre, various kinds 
of rush grass—Juncus ; and a variety of Pond-weed—Pota- 
mogeton. agen north-westward along the once finely- 
wooded vale of Blelack, he will find numerous patches of 
dwarf alders and stunted birch, and likewise the Sweet, or Bog 
Myrtle—Myrica-gale—a decoction of which is said to be an 
antidote against worms. Leaving the lower grounds and pro- 
ceeding hillward, he will find the Red Bear-berry—Arbutus 
uva-ursi ; the Cloud-berry, or Mountain Bramble—Rubus cha- 
moemorus, alias the averan, or Gaelic oidhrac ; and if its fruit 
be ripe, it will be found very refreshing; the Cranberry, or 
Marsh Whortle-berry— Vacciniwm oxycocos ; the Red Whortle, 
or Cow-berry, the Highland breighlac—V. Vitis-idea ; and the 
Crow-berry—Empetrum nigrum. On the lower hill slopes 
and wooded knolls the Blaeberry, or Bilberry— Vaccinium 
Myrtillus, with its dark-purple fruit and deciduous leaves, is 
to be found along with the Common Juniper—J/uniperus 
communus ; and if a decoction of the juniper fruit be taken 
in the morning before breakfast, it will be as good as a drum, 

3F 
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and equal to a drink from the spring of Pol-du. Proceeding 
north-eastward along the hills, the botanist, with a sharp eye, 
may pick up a plant of the White-flowering Heath—Lrica alba, 
and fine specimens of the Cross-leaved Heath—£. Tetralia, 
with an abundance of EZ. cinerea, and Common Ling—Calluna 
_ vulgaris, Broom and furze abounds; the bloom of the for- 
mer gives a beautiful colour to butter; and horses fed upon 
' bruised whins, are said never to catch a cold. There is the 
Bird Cherry—Prunus padus, and the Gean-tree—Prunus 
cerasus, the Hawthorn, the Hip-thorn, or Dog-rose, the wild 
Rasp-berry, and the Bramble, and several varieties of the salix, 
or willow tribe. The Cotton-grass, Hare’s-tail—Evriophorum 
vaginatum, and the broad-leaved E. polystachion, whiten the — 
mosses in spring ; its flowers are softer than cotton, and the 
filament makes an admirable object in the microscope. The 
flower of this plant is the “down of Cana” cf Ossian, and 
forms a beautiful simile in his celebrated poems, The Marsh 
Trefoil or Bog-bean—Menyanthes trifoliata, grows in the lower 
marshy ground, and spignel or bald-money—Athamanticum 
meum, is found on the Hiei The roots of this plant are 
useful in goutish or gravellish complaints, and when dried 
and masticated, are said to be a powerful antidote against 
contagious air. 
Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No.atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
of Sealy sank and ander £100. and Beare £50. and cae £20, and under £10. 
15 2] 20 13 20 
And 9 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
ee or rent of land in the parish of Logie-Coldstone, year 








872-73, ‘ : ‘ ; P ; ; ‘ £4,722 3 6 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 

Woodlands, . : , ; , ; : . 29010 0 

Do. Shvotings, where let, : , ; ; : : 1146 0 07 
Do. Mills, Inns, or Alehouses and Shop, . , ‘ ‘ 28 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards, under £4 of yearly rent, . ; 57 1 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . : 91 0 0 
Total value, ‘ ‘ ; : . £5,304 14 5 
emerson 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 


exceed £100 sterling, are— 
The Right Honourable the Ear] of Aberdeen. 
The Mest Noble the Marquis of Huntly. 
William B. Coltman, Esq. of Blelack and Deskry. 
The Trustees of the late Colonel Farquharson of Corrachree. 
John Duguid Milne, Esq. of Melgum. 


And 3 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 
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Farming.—An improved systemof agriculture wasintroduced 
into this parish in the end of the last century. The farms of 
Kinaldy, ‘oaahead, and part of the lands of Coldstone, were 
mostly all “ enclosed, straighted, and dressed.” The parks of 
Coldstone “ were enclosed by the proprietor in 1780, and laid 
out in natural grass, on which he pastures his own cattle in 
summer and harvest.” But, says the writer of the statistical 
account, 1794, “some farms on the east and west sides of the 
‘manse, called the Easter and Wester Baronies, and lands of 
Waterairn, are of fine deep rich loam ; and though very capable 
of improvement, are all in a state of nature.” During the 
present century, but more especially within the last 30 years, 
the improvements which have taken place in reclaiming waste 
land, enclosing, draining, and dressing, have been very con- 
siderable (although we have no means of showing), perhaps 
doubling in that time the whole of the cultivation, and, at least 
the produce of former years, 

The usual rotation of cropping is that of the fifth and sixth- 
shift courses, and the crops are oats, bere, and the usual 
proportion of turnips and grass. On the dry loamy land, the 
third years grass usually succeeds, while in the wet clay soils 
the third years grass becomes inferior, hence the fifth-shift 
course is better suited to that kind of soil, and to the lighter 
muirland soils. The ordinary duration of leases is 19 years, « 
and the rents in money are payable half-yearly. 

Farm Buildings.—¥ arm houses and offices have been greatly 
Bee of late years, some of them are well built with stone 
and lime, and have slated roofs, in consequence of encourage- 
ment given on the general rule which usually follows a change 
of proprietors. On many of the smaller holdings, the houses are 
of an inferior description, and some of the older buildings do not 
appear to be either commodious or substantial. A considerable 
proportion of the best arable land has been substantially en- 
closed, especially in the west division of the parish, and on the 
east, where stone material is found fitting for the purpose. 

Cattle Stock—tThe chief cattle stock are those of the Aber- 
deenshire breed, crossed with Highlanders, and some shorthorns. 
On the hills of the western division, some small flocks of sheep 
of the black-faced breed are kept, or rather pastured during 
summer. The horses are light, but hardy and well fitted for 
their work. | 

Roads. 


The Tarland and Coldstone road intersects the cultivated 
parts of the parish, from east to west ; the next is the Tarland 
road, which leads to Ballater, intersects the southern parts. 
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The Coldstone road which leads from Deeside, along the eastern 
side of Morven, passes the church, and across the hills of Tilly- 
pone by Boltingstone, to Donside. Another hill road runs from 
arland through Melgum,and across the Broomhill, east of Tilly- 
pronie, to Towie ; but wheeled vehicles can hardly pass along 1t. 
The Dinnet Station, on the Aboyne and Braemar Railway, 1s 
within five miles of the church, and 37 miles of Aberdeen. 
- Tarland is the post-town for the district. 


Mansion Houses. 

The old Mansion House of Blelack forms three sides of a 
small square, open to the front. It is only occasionally occupied 
during the summer season, and along with the shooting cee 
of Deskry-shiel, belongs to the proprietor of Coldstone. The 
house of Corachree, built within the past 40 years, is a desirable 
residence for the proprietor of such an estate. The Manse was 
built in 1783, but considerable additions and repairs were made 
on it in 1826; and the Church was rebuilt in 1780. 

There are no fairs or markets held in the parish. The inn 
at Boltingstone, on the Deskry, is on the high road from Dee 
to Donside; there is a shop at Newkirk of Coldstone for the 
sale of articles of general merchandise, and three corn-grinding 
mills in the parish. 

Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LOGIE-COLDSTONE, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rx MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, : : : ; : : . £207 18 5 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . i , 28 15 1 
Total receipts, . ; . £236 13 6% 
| Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £153 19 55 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ : : ‘ ‘ 20 18 11 
Medical Relief, . : ‘ ; . ‘ : 12 0 0 
Management, . : . : ; : , 27 10 4 
Law Expenses, . . ; ; : ; : 3 8 9 
Balance inhand, . ' : : 18 6 
£236 13 . 64 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. ; Casual Poor. 
Populat es : . y receive relief. | waicons 
gars pa a ee re cp oe ee 
1861. Depend-| B&8!® |pepend-| Other |nepend- ineatibs 
Males. | Females. | Total. | “ants. | feted | ante, | Casual ara 


a eal 


932 | 4 | 21 | 8] 6 4/0 | 6 4/1 


Ste enema 
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The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic. Cap. 83 and 34, and there are two 
elected members on the Board. 


I1.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


AccORDING to Sir James Balfour’s Collections, MSS., Cro Mar 
consists of five parochial churches or parishes, viz., “1, Logey 
Mar; 2, Colstaine; 8, Migvie; 4, Harland ; and 5, Coule. 
Hard by the parishe church of Coule there is to be seine the 
- fuines of ane anciente grate castle, called Castle Coule, the 
chiefe duelling of the ancient Lordes Durward, of quhom wes 
descendit Allanus Ostiarius, Comes Atholiae et Justiciarus 
Scotiae, regnante Alexandro [Inds Scottorum Rege, in Anno 
1230.” 

“ At the west end of Cro Mar layes Loche Kendall (Kinoir), 
and Loche Dauan on the south-west end of it. And southe 
from Loche Kendall layes Canakyle, a hunting seat of George, 
Marquis of Huntley ; and over against it, on the side of Mor- 
viene, layes the forrest of Culblaine ; and some two myles to 
the south of it layes Glentanner, for some six myles in fentha, 
covered with hudge grate firre trees. 

“There is a small hill neir the west end of Cro Mar, named 
Knocke Argatey, in Ruthuen, one the top of wich ther is a 
stone from wiche one may behold all the five parishe churches 
of Cro Mar; and if he walke bot his lenthe from the place, 
aney way, he cannot see the same. | 

“The Cro Mar belongs to four heritors, viz.: the Marquis of 
Huntly hes in it thirty-six chalders of wictual; the Earl of 
Mar hes thirty-five chalders; Lord Pitsligo hes thirty-six 
chalders ; and the Laird of Drum hes thirty-six chalders of 
wictual,” 

The parishes of Logey Mar and Colstaine were united in 
1618. The old church of Logy was dedicated to Saint 
Wolock ; and Morgrund, Earl of Mar, gave the church and 
oa of the lands of Gochilstane (Coldstone) to the priory of 

aint Andrews; and of the ancient heritors the Marquis of 
oe) owns but a small portion of the parish; the Earl of 
Mar’s lands in Coldstone being forfeited Be the rebellion of 
1715; and the red Gordons of Blelack, in Logie, after the re- 
bellion of 1745. | 
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IIl.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


The Church of Coldstone stands near the boundary of the 
old parish of Tullich, but is upon the whole centrically situated 
for the greater part of the population. The Manse and domes- 
tic offices are valued at £20 a-year ; and the Glebe and garden 
at £18. Stipend (1837): meal, 128 bolls; pees 128 bolls, 

payable by the fiars’ prices; money, £8 6s. 8d. pucgdaan 
ated teinds, £91 11s. 7d. The schoolmaster’s house and yard 
are valued at £10. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Rev. G. Davidson, chairman; John Forbes, Pitellachie, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 5d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There is but one school in the parish, with male and 
female teachers, and 83 scholars. Population of the parish, - 
1871, 900. 

Parochial Registers—Registers of baptisms and of church 
discipline have been regularly kept since the year 1748. 

Church Collections.—These amounted to for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £15 3s. 1d., of which sum the kirk-session ex- 
pended’10s. on the relief of the poor. 


PARISH OF LONGSIDE. 


PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
Tuis parish originally formed part of the parish of Peterhead, 
and was disjoined from it, A.D. 1619 or 1620.* The church 
was for some time termed “ the ower,” or “ upper kirk of Peter- — 
ugie, or Peterheid.” Soon after it was constituted into a parish, 
it was called Longsyd, from the name of the farm on which the 
church was built. 

Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Hythie in Old Deer, 
and Kininmonth in Lonmay; on the east by St. Fergus and 
Peterhead; on the south by Cruden; and on the west by Old Deer. 

* Previous to this date, ‘‘ the Presbytery appointed several of its members, 
with some elders of Peterhead, to travel with my Lord Merschell,” who was 


at that time chief proprietor in the district, to have ‘‘ ane new Kyrk bouldit 
in the head, or west part, of the paroche.” 
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Extent. | 

The greatest length of the parish, in a direct line, from the 
- hill of Roshanry on the south, to the Lonmay boundary on the 
north, is a little more than 8 miles; the greatest breadth, in a 
direct line, from Downiehills in Peterhead, on the east, to near 
the Mintlaw Railway Station, on the west, is 6 miles; and the 
whole area is computed to be 16,894} acres. 

Topography. 

The general appearance of the surface of the parish is distin- 
guished by large tracts of flat land, and many fine undulations 
which scarcely can be called hills, if we except the hilly ridges 
lying along the Peterhead and Cruden boundaries. North of 
the Ugie, and the north branch of that river, are the Outhills of 
Rora, and the moss of Fortry, which is perhaps the most 
extensive tract of peat moss within the County. Between the 
it there are the Ardlaw-hill woods, and the long broad 
ridge of Auchtydonald, with the village of Mintlaw on its western 
slope, and the Longmuirs on the north. South of the Ugie, on 
the western division, are the green-hills of Inverquhomery, 
Ludquharn, and Lenabo. On the north-eastern division, the 
surface is comparatively flat, but undulatory. The village of 
Longside, with the church, occupies a central position in the 

arish, and the church stands about 80 feet above sea level. 

he Cairngall granite quarries are about a mile east of the 
village, and stand at an elevation of 152 feet above sea level ; 
the lowermost point on the Ugie, bordering with St. Fergus, is 
40.feet; and the highest point in the parish, on the south 
branch of the river, above the Ellon and Fraserburgh road, is 
about 80 feet. In the east and south-eastern parts the surface 
presents a more hilly appearance. Here are the Meikle and 
the Little Dens, the Toddle-hills, and the hill of Cairn-catta, 
which is 312 feet above sea level, and forms the northern point 
of the long ridge of the bleak mossy hills of Torhenry, which 
bounds the parish with Cruden on the south, and the highest 
point on this ridge is 464 feet above sea level. 

The names of places are in general derived from the Gaelic, 
though some of them may have been borrowed from the 
language now spoken. Cairngall is derived from the Gaelic, 
Carn-a-gail, which signifies “ the cairn of the strangers,” and 
probably refers to an invasion and battle with the Danes, and 
to the place where the slain had been buried; Cairn-catta, 
Carn-a-cath, signifies “ the cairn of the battle ;’ Torhenry, 
- Torr-an-righ, means “ the King’s-hill ;’ Ludquharn, Leothad- 

chairn, signifies “ the slopes of the cairn;” Ardlaw-hill is de- 


--. of the eastern division of this parish, but much o 
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_ rived from Ard-laoi, or laoigh, and signifies “the height of 
the deer ;” and Fortry is from Forthuir, or Foirthir, which 
signifies “ the further or more remote place.” : 


Geology and Soils. 

_ The red granite or syenite of the Black-hills of Cruden and 
Peterhead forms the underlying strata along the bs i parts 
it is ina 
decomposed state, and only fit for road gravel. An excellent 
dark grey granite appears on Cairngall, and in the lower parts 
of the Ardlaw Hill the syenitic rock appears. North of the 
Ugie, beds of course syenitic and boulders of trap rock are to 
be found ; while on the south-eastern division, quartz rock and 
felspar lie plentifully scattered over thesurface; and in thesouth- 

western parts the imbedded rock approaches to a clay slate. 
Deposits.—The broad haughs of Rora, Longside, and Auchlee, 
and of Inverquhomery and Auchtydonald, are composed of 
large tracts and beds of alluvial matter, at a considerable dis- 
tance from the present channel of the stream. But from a 
slight examination of these alluvial depositions, the contour 
of the valleys, and the higher ground on each side, we are 
inclined to Gclieve that at an early period a chain of lakes had 
existed here. The breast work of the lower one, which now 
forms the Rora haughs, appears to have been at the narrow 
gorge of the river and the rocks of Ravens’ Craig; the middle 
one seems to have been somewhere below the old Brickfield of 
Auchlee, near to which there are large deposits of water-worn 
ead and that the higher barrier had been at the Crooked 
ook ; if such has been the case, these large flat tracts may 
thus be accounted for. In the centre of the Ardlaw Hill, and 
on Longmuir and Dumpstone, there were considerable deposits 
of peat moss, which are gradually disappearing as cultivation 
advances. The deep mosses of lortry, and those on the Out- 


hills of Rora, lie at a much higher level, and cover a space of 


probably 1,000 acres, which would be a fair field for a peat 
compressing company, as they are within three miles of the 
Longside Railway Station, and six miles by road of the sea 
ort of Peterhead. On the lower grounds of the Savochs, 
ether Kinmundy, and Ludquharn, there are several large 
tracts of peat moss, and on the higher bounding hills with © 
Cruden, peat earth is to be found in many places. 

Chalk Flints—These are to be found chiefly upon the 
higher grounds in the central parts of the parish, but they 
occupy no distinct position. The late Professor Macgillivray 
gives the following particulars regarding them :—“ 1. They 
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occur only on the heights. 2. They are all water-worn, and 
some of them much weathered. 3. The species of organics, 
which they contain, are numerous, and clearly referable to the 
cretaceous group.* 4. The chalk-flints occur often in a thick 
superficial layer, but oftener scattered over the surface, and 
appear to have connection with the varying nature of the sur- 
face, which consists chiefly of gravel from primary rocks. 5. 
No chalk exists in the district in situ, nor are the diluvial 
layers calcareous.” 

In regard to upper layers, Professor Macgillivray says, that 
“it is interesting to meet with remains of secondary rock in a 
district so exclusively primary. Two sets of organic remains 
have been met with.” These were found in “ digging a mill 
course; and excavating a pit for a water-wheel, on the hill of 
Moreseat in the parish of Cruden.” In the clay strata were 
found, a few feet below the surface, “ angular fragments of a 
light coloured sandstone, containing numerous specimens of 
organics, which, so far as their state of preservation would 
ermit to be indentified, appear to belong to the oolitic group. 
hese fragments of sandstone were of small size, rarely ex- 
ceeding six inches in diameter, mostly angular, apparently 
little water-worn, and obviously not an situ.” 
Interesting as the occurrence of these remains are, it is 
always difficult to trace rolled fragments to their original 
osition, but here we have to notice that upon the coast of 
anftshire, which is opposite to Cruden, in a north-westerly 
direction, there has been found a similar deposit of secondary 
limestone, chalk-flints, and masses of sandstone, containing 
aninial remains, such aS ammonites and belemnites, extinct 
molluscuous animals of the middle oolitic formation, which goes 
a great way to convince us that these remains do not belong 
to the lower cretaceous system, or the green sand formation. 
“ To speculate at length as to where the chalk and lias beds 
occur from which these flints and fossils have been derived, 
would be an exercise of as little value as the generality of 
such speculations are. When we remember, however, that 
oolitic strata are developed to a considerable extent in Suther- 
land, it seems not altogether improbable that they may form 
-beds in the sea which washes the coast of Banffshire, and there 
may support strata of the chalk formation. If diluvial currents 
were to tear up these rocks, they might disperse masses of 
them throughout the mainland ; their present position, also, if 
derived from under the adjoining occan, would agree with 


_ * The cretaceous group, or system, has not yet been found anywhere in 
Scotland. ees 
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what seems to have been the direction of the diluvial rushes of 
water over much of Scotland.” * ae eee 
_ As to the economical uses of the granite rock found in this _ 
parish, we have only to notice the Cairngall quarries; the other 
quarries of syenitic and trap on the Ardlaw Hill and Rora, are 
— wrought, but merely for local purposes. The granite of the 
Cairngall quarry is finer in texture and of a darker colour 
than the Aberdeen. It was first brought into notice in 1808, 
by the engineer of the Bell-rock light-house, who selected it 
for the foundations of the light-house. Since that time it.has 
been used in the foundations of London bridge, and in the 
pier or river walls of the new houses of Parliament. Many of © 
the pillars in,Covent Garden market are of this granite, and it 
may also be seen round the fountains in Trafalgar Square. It 
is much used as pedestals for statues where large sized blocks | 
and tine workmanship are required, as an example, the pedestal 
of the Duke of Wellington's statue at the Royal Exchange, 
Glasgow, may be mentioned. “But perhaps the finest specimen 
of the Cairngall granite yet produced is that at the new County 
Buildings, Liverpool, where, in St. George’s Hall, eight pillars. ~ 
are erected, the shafts being 18 feet in height, and each of one 
polished block.” + 

Soils.—The soils, for the most part, consist of light yellow 
and black loams. In the haughs along the rivers, the soil, in 
many parts,is composed of mossy loam, much a aie in time 
of floods, as few attempts appear ever to have been made to 
confine the streams (south Ugie especially) to their proper 
channels. The lower knolls along the valleys consist of beds 
of clay, gravel, and moss in succession, while on the higher 
ground it varies from gravelly clay to light sandy loam, moss, 
and moorish soils, some of which are of a. very worthless 
nature. : | 
Hydrography. | 
The two a streams, the south and the north Ugie,- 
unite in the haughs of Rora.t The north river has a winding 
course of about three miles within the parish; the south has 
an extremely tortuous course of about 54 miles above the con- 
fluence; and the united stream, flowing eastward, runs for 
about a mile and a half within the parish. The burn of Burn- 

* Cunningham’s Geographical Account of Banffshire. Highland Society’s 
Transactions, 1842. 

+ Buchan, by the Rev. Dr. Pratt, 1858. 

t ‘ Little Ugie said to Muckle Ugie, 
Where shall we twa meet? ”’ 


‘* Down in the haughs of Rora, 
When a’ man is asleep.” 


~ 
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head bounds the parish with St. Fergus on the east. The 
burns of Faichfield Lenshart, and Quhomery intersect the 
southern division of the parish, and the burn of Crookednook — 
flows eastward from Mintlaw. : 

The waters of the south Ugie are utilised for irrigating the 
meadows of Auchtydonald and of Inverquhomery, but other- 
wise, and from its sluggish flow, the water power is of no value, 
and opposite to the village of Longside, the broad swampy 
haughs on the river are deemed a nuisance. 

_~ Up tothe year 1828, the north Ugie was diverted for the 
_ purpose of propelling the powerful machinery of a woollen cloth 
manufactory at Millbank, but the bare walls of the buildin 
now only remain standing, on the edge of the half-dried loc 
of ‘Acichles, which formed the mill-dam for the works. The 
burns of Faichfield, Lenshart, and the Quhomery, are used for 
propelling the machinery of several corn-grinding and many 
thrashing mills ; and the small stream at Crooked Nook pro- 
pels the machinery of a saw-mill, which was formerly the Gin 
ugie Distillery. , 

Spring water is abundant everywhere throughout the parish. 
On ths south side of the village two springs rise within “ a foot 
of each other,” the one of soft water, and the other a strong 
chalybeate. At the bottom of the hill of Cairn-catta are the 
Kemp, or the Camp Wells, and on the opposite side of a small 
ravine, there was at one time nine clear springs, called the 
“Morris Wells,” all within a circle of 20 yards; but they 
are now “confined in a covered ditch, and unrecognised by 
the eye of man.” A similar but more honourable fate is des- 
tined for the Camp Wells; “so that probably before this re- 
cord passes through the press,” their waters will be flowing 
freely through the town of Peterhead. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The only plantation of any extent within the parish, is that 
of the Asdlay Hill, which was planted about a centuryago,and at 
one time covered an area of about 400 acres. It was planted 
with Scots firs, larch, and the common spruce, which appear to 
have been planted to suit the different soils. The whole 
surface is generally flat, but in several places there are swampy 

Kollows and peat bogs. In many places the plants not only 
_ had no shelter, but little soil to bring them forward. The best 
trees never exhibited any superiority in growth, and the Scots 
fir and larch only rose to a height sufficient for shelter, and 
covered a very worthless track of barren land. In the central 
division of the parish, thorn hedges have been planted with 
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success, and hedgerow trees, with planted corners of hardwood 

trees, have been planted, to afford shelter to the extensive 

tracts of flat cultivated land, and relieve the naked appearance 

of the country. On the western boundary with Old Deer 
° Bei es e ° 

parish, there are many tlriving beech hedges, with beltings of 

spruce and hardwood trees, in the neighbourhood of Mintlaw. 

In the north and north-eastern divisions, the fields are bare, 

and the Out-hills of Fortry and Rora have a bleak appearance ; 

and the higher ridge of hills bordering with Cruden, are 

covered with heath and moss. - 

Botany.—Among the rarer plants which are found in the 

parish, we find the following :— 

Anemone nemorosa—-Wood Anemone. Anthyllis vulneraria—Kidney Vetch. 

Bartsia odontites—Red Bartsia. Botrychium lunaria—Common Moonwort. 

Corydalis claviculata—White Climbing Corydalis. Drosera longifolia—Long- 
leaved Sun-dew. 

Drosera rotundifolia — Round-leaved Sun-dew. Hmpetrum nigrum — Black 
Crowberry. | 

core lacustris—Plantain Shore-weed. Luzula pilosa—Broad-leaved Wood- 
rusn. 

sas trifoliata—Common Buck-bean. Montia fontana—Water Chick- 
weed. 

Narthecium ossifragum—Lancashire Bog Asphodel. Nymphaea alba—Great — 
White Water Lily. 

Parnassia palustris—Common Grass of Parnassus. Ranunculus aquatillus— 
Water Crow-foot. 

sha ite hederaceus—Ivy Crow-foot. Scutellaria galericulata— Common 

cull-cap. 

Sparganium ramosum—Branched Bur Reed. T'rientalis Huropewa—EKuropean 

Chickweed, Winter-green. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at ree above No. at 9 above No. at aa above No. atandabove No. at and above 


& £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
34 33 41 78 92 
And 22 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Longside, year 


1872-73, . . : : , ; d . £12,928 15 2 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 

Woodlands, ‘ , ; : fm : ‘ 931 1 56 

Do. Shootings, where Let,  . : Mo : : 13 0 0 
Do. Quarries, Moss sold, Market Customs, and Water 

Meadows, . ; ‘ : eu, te ; ; 3448 0 0 

Do. Mills, Manufactories, Shops, &c.,  . ; ; : 210 1 0 

Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, .  . 168 16 7 

Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . . 928 19 6 

Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, ; : ; 932: 0 O 


Cer 


Total value, : ; . £16,460 13 8 
Deore ao ee ad 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— ° | 
_ James Arbuthnot, Esq. of Nether Kinmundy. 
James Bruce, Esq. of Inverquhomery and Longside. 
Miss A. G. Carnegie, and Thomas M‘Pherson Grant, Esq., Faichfield. 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur Ferguson, of Pitfour. 
William Hutchison, Esq. of Cairngall. 
- James Russel, Esq. of Aden, Ludquharn. 
The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 80 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rents or value is under 
: 00 a-year. 

Farming.—Excepting the crofts set apart at the villages of 
Longside and Mintlaw, the whole land in the parish is farmed 
under leases of 19 years’ duration ; and the rotation of cropping 
followed is that of the fifth and six-shift courses. Oats form 
the chief cereal crop ; very little ey is sown, and scarcely 
any wheat. The larger farms are enclosed by stone dykes ; 
some of them with earthen sunks and hedgerows; and most of 
them have an abundant supply of water for cattle, and for pro- 

elling the machinery of their thrashing-mills. Most of the 
land has been thoroughly drained, where draining was neces- 
sary ; and in the neighbourhood of the mosses of Longmuir, 
Dumpstone, and Rora on the north; and on Faichfield, and 
along the Cruden boundary on the south, much land has been 
brought into cultivation by drainage, and the climate thereby 
improved. On some of the larger farms the houses are of a 
superior class, with slated roofs, and have the best accommo- 
dation for rearing and feeding cattle stock. The houses on the 
smaller farms and crofts have, in general, thatched roofs, and 
those on many of the smaller holdings are of an inferior de- 
‘ scription. The cattle stock are generally crosses between the 
old een breed and shorthorned bulls. Few sheep stock 
are kept. 

Tivigahioncs BaGesen the years 1801 and 1806, upwards of 
65 acres were laid out as water meadow, on Auchtydonald, in 
this parish, which cost in three sections, I, 41 acres, at £9 per 
acre = £369; II., 18} acres, at £20 per acre = £370; and III, 
- 6 acres, at £10 per acre = £60; in all, £800, for laying out the 
654 acres. The original value of the land averaged 8s. an 
acre; and the clear profits in 1806, over the whole, after de- 
ducting rent, or original value of the land, interest at 5 per 
cent. on the outlay, and expense of attendance in keeping the 
meadows in repair and watering (12s. an acre), amounted to 
£1 12s. 6d. an acre* Latterly these meadows have brought 
£4 an acre for hay cutting, after deducting expenses, and with 


* See Dr. Skene Keith’s Agriculture of Aberdeenshire, 1811, pp. 446, 447. 
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an abundant supply of water; and as the works are of a per- 
manent nature, they are not likely to fall off in value. 


Mansion Houses. 
The House of Cairngall, a small residence, stands a little to 


the east of the village of Longside, with a broad lawn in front, - 


and is well sheltered by clumps of hardwood trees, on the 
north. The old Mansion House of Faichfield, now occupied 
by the tenant of the farm, stands amidst some old Scots firs 
and clumps of alders. The Manse stands on the south side of 
the village ; it was built in 1825, and is a commodious resi- 
dence. The Parsonage, an excellent dwelling, stands by the 
Church of St. John, on the right bank of the burn of Len- 
shart. The Houses of Nether Kinmundy, Ludquharn, and of 
Middleton of Inverquhomery, are attached to and form the 
residences of the occupants of the respective farms. 


Roads. 


The Peterhead and Banff road runs through the villages of 
Longside and Mintlaw, and the Aberdeen and Fraserburgh 
road passes through the latter. Longside is six miles, and 
Mintlaw is 84 from Peterhead. The southern division of the 
parish is intersected, from west to east, by the Lenabo, Lud- 
quharan, and Kinmundy roads, and by the Inverquhomer 
and Yokieshill road. The northern division is intersecte 
from west to east, by the Auchlee and Dumpstone roads, 
which join at the bridge of Rora, thence it leads eastwards to 
St. Fergus and Peterhead. 

The Longside Railway Station, which is within half a mile 
of the village, is 383 miles from Aberdeen, and 52 miles from , 
Peterhead. The Mintlaw Station 1s 354 miles from Aberdeen, 
and nine miles from Peterhead. 

Markets. : 

In the village of Mintlaw, monthly markets are held for the 
sale of cattle and agricultural produce, on the 2nd Tuesday in. 
each month ; and in the village of Longside, on the 2nd Thurs- 
day, monthly, after the Mintlaw markets, with two extra mar- 
kets for hiring, in May and November. Markets for the sale 
of cattle are held at Lenabo, on the Wednesday after the 25th 
March, on the Wednesday after the 26th June, and on the 
Wednesday after the 26th November. ae 

VILLAGES.—By the census of 1871, the village of Longside 
had a population of 574, and Mintlaw, 446. There are several 
grocery and haberdashery shops in both places, with bakers, — 
butchers, and tradesmen of every description. In Longside, 
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the North of Scotland Bank has an agency; and in Mintlaw, 
the Town and County, and the Union Bank of Scotland, have 
agents. A Savings Bank was established in 1815; but having 
received a temporary check in 1837, others were established 
in some of the neighbouring parishes; it has not, since then, 
obtained the same amount of patronage. There are some 
friendly societies connected: with the parish, with two small 
libraries, one at Rora, and the other is connected with the 
Sabbath school at Longside. 


Manufactories, 


Nearly 50 years ago, there was an extensive woollen manu- 
factory at Auchlee, but in 1828 the works were stopped, and 
the building is now in ruin. On the burn of Lenhart, the 
first Mr. Hutchison, of Cairngall, erected powerful machinery 
for grinding the jaw-bones of whales, brought home by his 
ships to Peterhead engaged in the whale fishery; but as a 
manure, they were never considered so valuable as the bones 
of land animals. The premises have long been used as meal 
and barley mills. Besides the Cairngall mills, there are five or 
six other corn-grinding mills in different parts of the parish. 

The old Glen-ugie Distillery premises, at the corner of the 
Ardlaw-hill wood, are now. known as the Glen-ugie saw-mills, 
carried on for the manufacture of an article less spiritual, but 
of more utility. 

At Nether Kinmundy, there is an extensive manufactory of 
agricultural implements, especially that of ploughs, conducted 
by Messrs. Thomas Pirie & Co., millwrights, where superior 
articles of husbandry are made. | 


Inns and Alehouses. 
‘There are three inns (two in Longside and one in Mintlaw), 
and several shops licensed to sell spirits, ale, and porter. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LONGSIDE, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871. 
Receipts from Assessments, ‘ : . é ‘ . £1,130 5 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ; ll 5 8 


Total receipts, . £1,141 11 2 


| Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £1,105 10 54 
Relief of Casual Poor, oe? Me : ; 18 010 
Medical Relief, . : ; ; ‘ ; : 24 7 O 
Management, ; ; fds : ; 70 15 1 
Balance in hand, ‘ : , 22 17 94 





—— £1,141 ll 2 
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ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE . 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ta MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
. POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 

. Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. : Casual Poor. 

Pop ulation receive relief. Fatuous 

Regis- ,.| Other oF 
1861. D d- Depend- Depend- | I ; 
: Males. | Females. | Total. re tered 4 Casual ants neane 





Se enaeeemenssmeniaaneomamenema Ukneeee 


3,008 | 31 | 114 [145] 104 | 18 | 28 ll | 24 10 | 

The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are four 
elected members on the Board. 














ed 
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In a description of this parish by Mr. Alexander Hepburn, 
1721, we find that the parish kirk stands in Longside; the 
castle of Ludquhairn is the dwelling place of Sir John Guthrie 
(formerly the Keiths);* Nether Kinmundie, or Kilmundy, the 
country seat of Alexander Gordon, whose father was parson of 
Rothiemay, and son to Robert Gordon of Pitlurg and Straloch, 
who published the maps of Scotland; Charles Gordon of Buth- 
law, Alexander Arbuthnot of Cairngall, and William Scott of 
Ra aera weet the mannor house of the saids lands (Auchte- 
donald) not being of stone.” “The half of the lands within 
the said parish did, not long ago, belong to the Earl Marischall, 
who is patron of the church.” { 

The village of Longside only dates from 1801. Mr. Fergu- 
son of Pitfour, then proprietor of the estate, laid out about 100 
acres of the farm of Longsyd and Kirkton, and granted build- 
ing leases for the erection of a village, the leases being for 
57 years’ duration. During the first quarter of the century 
many houses were built, and the village was in a prosperous © 

* On the 4th November, 1490, the Keiths of Ludquharn, Hithe, and Par- 
tyok, came under an obligation to our Sovereign Lord, that William Cumyn of 
Inverallochy shall be harmless and scaithless of these, ‘‘ as the course of com- 
moune law will.”—Acta Domino Concilii, p. 160. 

+ A few old ash trees still mark the spot where this mansion stood ; and the 
last tenant of the ‘‘place croft,” before it was incorporated with the adjoining 
land, a Widow Keith, or Will, was murdered on the morning of Sunday, the 
29th June, 1800. A man who was suspected of committing the murder, was 
tried, but the charge was found not proven. 

tThe church ‘‘ was built about A.D. 1620, under Bishop Patrick Forbes, 
the parish being taken out of those of Peterhead (and Crimond). It has a good 


clock, and ten doors ; also four silver chalices, gifted to it by Alexander Gallo- 
way, goldsmith in Aberdeen.” —View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. 
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state till the failure of the woollen manufactory at Millbank, in — 
1828, since which time very few houses have been built.. 
Population of Longside in 1831, 316; in 1841, 384; and in 
1871, 574. 

The village of Mintlaw was established about the same time, 
under similar building leases ; and the greater portion of the 
inhabitants in both places are employed in agriculture, or in. 
occupations connected withit. Population of Mintlaw in 1831, 
222; in 1841, 240; and in 1871, 446. 


ITI.— ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tuer Parish Church, a plain building, is situated in the village, 
which is near the centre of the parish. It was built beside the 
old one, in 1835, and is seated for about 1,000. The Manse, 
situated about 200 yards south-west of the Church, was built 
in 1825, and is a commodious building, with about 14 acres of 
good glebe land attached to it. ‘The Manse and domestic offices 
are valued at £20 a-year; and the Glebe and garden at £20. 
Stipend : 128 bolls meal; 128 bolls barley ; money, £8 6s. 8d. 
Unappropriated teinds, £213 lls. 5d. The parochial school- 
master’s house and garden of Longside, are valued at £10. 
The Rora school teacher’s house and garden at £10 10s.; and 
the female teacher's at £3. The Free Church Manse and 
offices are valued at £15; and the parsonage, offices, and gar- 
den, at £15. The Mintlaw school teacher’s house and garden 
are valued at £9 10s; and the female school teacher’s at £9. 
The Free Church, a somewhat Gothic structure, stands on an 
eminence on the west of the village, and, with its tall slender 
spire, has an imposing appearance. On the east of the burn of 
Tinshart, is the new Episcopal Church, dedicated to St. John, 
the chief feature of which is a central tower, which rises to the 
height of about 90 feet ; the upper storey on each of its four 
faces being pierced by double lancet and quatrefoil, under a 
hood moulding, and finished with what is called pack-saddle 
roof. The Church is entered from the south side by a hand- 
some porch. The nave and aisles are divided by granite pil- 
lars, and these support the clerestory, which is lighted with 
appropriate windows. The great chancel window is a fine tri- 
Piet ; and in the west gable there are two well-proportioned 
neets. The font, of Caen stone, stands near the entrance ; 
and the chancel is paved with encaustic tiles. The external 
features of the building are designed in the severest style of 
the 13th century; and the internal arrangements are such - 
| | 3G 
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as to reflect credit on those instrumental in promoting its 
erection. | , | 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
William Hutchison of Cairngall, chairman ; George Davidson, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 3d. vs £, Bible taught. 
There are three schools in the parish under the supervision of 
the Board. At the Longside school there are 131 scholars; at 
the Mintlaw school, there are 55; and at the Rora school, there 
are 60; total, 246. Population of the parish in 1871, 3,262. 

Church Collections.—These, for the hae ending 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £36 8s. 9d., of which sum £8 16s. 9d. was . 
expended by the kirk-session on the relief of the poor. 

arochial Registers.—The records of discipline and of the 

administration of the poor’s funds commenced at the erection 

of the parish in 1620, are very legible, and continued till the 
present day, with the exception of four portions, viz., the four 
years preceding 1663, nine years preceding 1722, and ten 
years preceding 1733, The register of baptisms extend (with 
a hiatus or two) from 1621, and those of marriages and inter- 
ments (with like defects) from 1692 to the present time, 1842 ; 
since, they have been regularly kept. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


THE Rev. JoHN SKINNER, though not a native of the parish, 
was, for 64 years, minister of the Episcopal Chapel and congre- 
ation of Linshart closely adjoining the village of Longside. 
r, Skinner first commenced his ministerial duties in the 

chapel of Tiffery, in 1743, which was burnt down in 1748. 
The second place of worship which he occupied was at Lins- 
hart, which he occupied till 1800 ; and the third, also at Lins- 
hart, which he occupied till his death in 1807. “ Linshart, the 
house he occupied for upwards of half a century, is still stand- 
ing. It is a low thatched building, in the form of half a 
square, the kitchen being in the angle, the bedrooms in the 
north-east arm, and his own sitting-room in the south-west.” 
Here his congregation assembled during the time of persecu- 
tion, when it was unlawful for more than five persons, besides 
the clergyman’s own family, to meet within the house for reli- 
gious worship. “The people assembled in the area formed by 
the two wings outside the house, while he read the service 
from the window, alike through summer’s heat and winter’s 
cold.”* An ecclesiastical history, and some dissertations by 

* Buchan, by the Rev. Dr. Pratt, p. 125, ed. 1858, 7 
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him, on theological subjects, have been published; but the 

Rev. John Skinner is well known as a correspondent of Burns, 
and perhaps better as the writer of several popular songs, such 
as Tullochgorum; John 0 Badenyon; The Ewie wi the Crooked 
Horn; and others. His body lies interred in the churchyard, 
over which a handsome monument, has been erected to his 
memory. 

The Register books of Longside contain the record of the 
baptism of JamMES FLEMING, son of James Fleming in Lud- 
quharn, 7th April, 1713, and died in his sister’s cottage at Kin- 
mundy, 1778. “There are many alive,” says the biographer of 
Jamie Fleeman, “ the laird of Udny’s fool,” “who can point 
out the spot where his parents lived, and still more who can 
tell how his mother was drowned near the bridge of Lud- 
quharn, in a deep pool, which to this very day is known by the 
name of ‘ Fleeman’s Pot.’” 

_ Jamie Fleeman spent his early days about the house of Sir 
Alexander Guthrie, commonly known as “ the Knight of 
Ludquharn,” and at a very early period of his life began, by 
bluntness of manner and shrewdness of remark, to attract 
the notice of his betters. On account of these peculiarities, 
young Fleeman was permitted to take liberties which, in other 

oys, would have been rigorously repressed ; and being intro- 
duced into the company which commonly visited Ludquharn, 
he never failed to contribute to their amusement, and to in- 
Seetiiat himself into their favour; and when Ludquharn no 

onger afforded him a home, he found an open door and a 
ready welcome at almost every gentleman’s mansion in the 
neighbourhood. 

eldom is a fool pleased with a common dress, and that 
which Fleeman chose to wear his biographers are not at one. 
Be that as it may, certain it is that his head had usually no 
covering, and his feet no i emaponees with shoes ; asackcloth 
doublet served for covering his upper body, and a blue baize 
petticoat bedecked the under. If his dress was calculated to 
attract notice, his tone of voice was not less so. It was hollow, 
loud, nasal, and the words fell slowly from his lips, or through 
his nose, accompanied with an air of sottish simplicity and 
cunning waggery, which rendered it impossible not to be at- 
tentive to his singular remarks and sarcastic witticisms, His 
feelings of affection and hatred were of a very marked de- 
scription, and when once fixed they were strong and unwaver- 
ing, and an instance of this is recorded. When SirAlexander’s 
family were about to leave the old mansion of Ludquharn, one 
of the ladies broadly hinted to Jamie that they would be under 
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the necessity of dispensing with his services, and compelled 
to part with every servant whose labour was not absolutely 
necessary. Jamie listened with down-cast look and heavy 
heart; and having some indistinct notion that the worthy 
ladies were under the necessity of curtailing their comforts on 
account of limited means, and believing that his services 
might be of some use to them in their humbler station, he 
generously resolved to convince them that, to him, worldly 
considerations were of no value compared to the regard he 
had for his benefactors. In a faultering tone, which showed 
that the poor creature was really affected, he stammered out— 
“Ye hae een kind, kind to me, an’ I canna leave you in your 
strait. I’m gaen wi’ you, should ye gang to the al pairt.” * 
After leaving Ludquharn, Jamie Flecinan found hospitable 
uarters with the Laird of Udny, where he spent many a day. 
On the burning of the Castle of Knockhall, Fleeman was in- 
strumental in saving the charter chest. Udny allowed him a 
peck of meal and a sixpence a-week during his life. There 
was likewise some mention made of a pair of shoes once 4-year, 
but on this part of the reward he did not very scrupulously 
insist. In the spring of 1778, Jamie Fleeman, then 65 years 
of age, became a poor wanderer, and rarely met with much 
attention. Late one evening he arrived at one of his favourite 
haunts, drenched with rain, and shivering with cold; he was, 
as usual, shown to his bed in an outhouse, and in the morning 
feverish symptoms were apparent, but was not asked to stay 
till he should recover his health, and in this state he wandered 
from house to house till he reached Mr. Johnston’s farm of 
Little Ardiffery, in the parish of Cruden. Here, as usual, he 
betook himself to the barn for the night, but an untoward 
accident nearly terminated his existence. Previous to retiring 
to his humble straw couch, Jamie had secured the barn door 
by a large oaken plank, and in the morning when the servants 
came to provide straw for the cattle, and forgetting that Flee- 
man was there, they overturned the plank, which fell with 
fearful weight on the poor creature’s head, and severely cut 
him. The lads, not being aware of the extent of the injury 
poor Jamie had sustained, and as they heard no complaints 
from him, they concluded that little was the matter, till day- 
light came, when it was discovered that he had received a 
horrible wound, and had lost much blood. After being pro- 
erly attended to, poor Fleeman began to think that the cold 
ba of death was upon him, and he said to Mr. Johnston, 


* “The Life and Death of Jamie Fleeman,.” Aberdeen, Lewis Smith, 1872. 
84th thousand. | | 
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“When I am gane, ye winna lay me at Cruden; but tak’ 
me to Langside, and bury me amon my friends!” Mr. John- 
ston, perhaps, not imagining that Jamie’s death was so near 
at hand, replied, “ Na, na, Jamie, we'll try you here first ; and 
if ye winna lie, we shall then be forced to carry you across the 
hills.” The tear came into the poor creature’s eye, and he 
heaved a deep sigh, which made Mr. Johnston repent of what 
he had said, for it was plain that the time for jesting with 
Jamie had gone by. Fleeman, without saying a word, and in 
spite of every remonstrance, prepared for his journey to Long- 
side. The distance, eight miles, at one time would have been 
soon accomplished, but it was now to him the labour of a day. 
He had to rest at every house on his way, and often he had to 
rest his weary limbs on the road side. The shadows of the 
evening had fallen thick before he reached his sister’s cottage 
at Kinmundy. Martha prepared a bed for him, on which he 
might wear out his remaining days. They were not many. 
On the second, his strength was so far gone sha the neighbours 
were called in to see ue take leave of this world. While 
standing around his bed, one said to another, “ I wonder if he 
has any sense of another world or a future state?” “Oh, no; 
he is a fool!” replied the other, “ what can he know of such 
things?” Jamie opened his eyes, and looking this man in 
the face, said, “I never heard that God seeks where He did 
not give.” The bystander’s unseasonable reasonings were cut 
short. Fleeman lay quiet for a short time, when he again 
ea his eyes, and looking upon one whom he respected, and 
who stood near him, he said, in a firm voice, “I’m a Christian, 
dinna bury me like a beast.” * These were his last words. In 
7 minutes after he had uttered them he quietly breathed 
is last. : 

Jamie’s grave, in the churchyard of Longside, no ete re- 
mains unmarked, In 1861, an Aberdeen gentleman having 
been taken to see the Rev. John Skinner’s (Tullochgorum) 
grave, was informed by the schoolmaster that “ Jamie Fleeman, 
the Laird of Udny’s feel,” was buried near the poetical divine, 
and being then struck with the idea that a plain tombstone 
should be erected over Jamie’s grave, he, assisted by one or 
two friends, collected in the course of a few weeks the sum of 
£14, in shilling subscriptions. With the money, a pillar of 
Aberdeen granite, resting on a rustic base, was erected, the 


* One who resided at Kinmundy at the’ time, says, Fleeman’s last words 
were, “I’m of the Gentle Persuasion (meaning an Episcopalian), dinna bury 
me like a beast.” ‘‘ The Life and Death of Jamie Fleeman.” Aberdeen, 
Lewis Smith, 1872. 
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work being executed by Mr. George Donaldson, builder, Aber 
deen, who, out of respect for Jamie, requested to be allowed to 
perform the work. The inscription on the pillar is— 
Erected in 1861, : 
To indicate the grave of JAMIF FLEEMAN, 
, In answer to his prayer, 
‘* DINNA BURY ME LIKE A BEAST.” 

In the south-west corner of the churchyard, a stone marks 
the burial place of a family surnamed CumMING, who, gencra- 
tion after generation, tenanted the farm of Longside; and 
under the names of the departed are the following lines :— 

‘‘ The bodies here, the souls above, 
Where is the centre of our love ; 

Our King, our Husband, and our Head, 
By. whom we live, though we be dead ; 
ith whom we shall live evermore, 

In perfect bliss, and endless glore.” _ 

BooDIE-BRAE.— Nearly 50 years ago, a James Wylie tenanted 
one of the crofts on Braehead of Auchtydonald, for a consider- 
able length of time, and was a man very much respected by his 
neighbours. “Some person or persons, however, who had been 
in league with Satan, and who did not love their neighbour as 
themselves,” raised a great disturbance in the house of Brae- 
head, by means of devilrie, or black art, and could not lay it 
again, and for the space of six months it continued nightly to 
annoy pom Wylie, and all who went to visit this scene of 
infernal disturbance. The agency employed was of course in- 
visible, but the effects and operations were palpable, and many 
went from all quarters nightly to see its freaks. A neighbour 
and eye witness thus describes what is still belheved to have 
been the work of the devil in this much afflicted mortal’s 
house :—“ One night I went there with other four men, and a 
woman devoid of fear. We went to the house early in the 
evening, and seated ourselves at the fireside. In due course 
Mr. Wylie went to his bed. Nothing was heard or seen tilt 
about the dead hour of midnight, when strange unearthly 
sounds were heard within and around the house; and as the 
evil spirit had been in the custom of specially tormenting 
Wylie in his bed, by denuding him of the Blankets the woman, 
who went with us, stationed herself at the bedside, declaring 
that she would fain see the power that would tir the man in 
his bed while she held the blankets. She had little more than 
stationed herself at her post, when ben the house came caper- 
ing one of the pails of water, and emptied itself ‘around her, 
while up rose the blankets as of their own accord, and tumbled _ 
out on the floor. Chairs and tables danced everywhere through © 
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the house, the crockery danced in the plate rack, the potato 
chopper gave me an ugly chop on the cheek, two of my friends 
were utterly laid prostrate on the floor, one by a heavy stroke 
from a peat, and the other from a luggy-cog that came or be- 
neath the kitchen table. Every moveable thing in the house was 
in motion, and flying in all directions, cpecally the peat clods. 
Poor Wylie was roughly handled in his bed, and screaming fear- 
fully, so was the woman, who had lost all her courage after she 
saw the pail of water empty itself upon her. After a time the 
commotion settled, and for about an hour everything was quiet; 
during which time we had an opportunity of searching the 
house, in the expectation of finding some one as the cause of 
the uproar, but we found none. During this lull some of our 
party left, but I and other two remained, when the uproar 
again commenced, and went on as before, and only ceased for 
the day towards morning.” New visitors came almost every 
night, but nothing could be done to stop the “clodding” at 
Wylie’s, as it was called. Even doctors, and ministers guid, | 
came, with bibles in their hands, but were exposed to its fury 
the same as other people. All returned convinced that the 
devil’s agents were at work here; and it was not till Wylie left 
the place, and died soon after, that there was peace and quict- 
ness within the walls of the dwelling of Brac-head, since that 
time known as “ Boodie-brae.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE old church is still standing in the churchyard, but moul- 
dering under the hands of time and the action of the elements. 
The Lych-gate, at the entrance to the churchyard, 1s an object 
of much interest to the student in Kcclesiology, as there are 
but few examples of such in Scotland. 

A little to the north-east of the old church, and enclosed by 
a railing, stands the monument erected to the memory of the 
Rev. John Skinner (Tullochgorum); and throughout the 
churchyard there are many tombstones with poetical inscrip- 
tions, chiefly from his pen, not mentioning various old stones 
with their cross-bones, mortheads, coffins, carved angles, ham- 
mers, and bells. | 

The old bridges of Auchlee and Rora are still standing, and 
are supposed to be the only two bridges remaining out of 10 


pee were built in the district, and all “ maintained by the 
- church.” | 
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PARISH OF LONMAY. 
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Etymology. 


Tus parish has been named Longmey, Lonmey, and Lonmay, 
and may have been derived from the Gaelic Lon-magh, which 
signifies a long plain field, which is descriptive enough of the 
north-eastern, or sea-board half of the parish, and where 
the church stands. It also has been named St. Colm’s, from 
the name of the saint to whom the old church had been dedi- 
cated. 
Boundarves. 


It is bounded on the north-west by the parish of Rathen; 
on the north-east by the German ocean, along which it has a 
sea-board of three miles, six furlongs; on the south by Crimond, 
a small corner with St. Fergus and Longside ; and on the south 
south-west by Old Deer and Strichen parishes. 


Ectent. 


The greatest length of the parish from south to north, in a 
direct line, and including the interjecting portion of Crimond, 
is about 84 miles from Cortiecram on the North Ugie to the 
fish town of St. Colm’s; and the greatest breadth, also in a 
direct line, from the mouth or offlet of the loch of Strathbeg, 
to near the Spillars-ford, at the Lonmay Station, is 43 miles. 
The whole area is computed to be 12,000 acres, 359 decs. 

Topography. 

In the southern parts of the parish, the land rises from the 
burn of Newark, to a considerable elevation at the Cross or 
Causay of Kininmonth, thence descending westwards to the 

Strichen boundary, and the north branch of the Ugie at the 
Mills of Gaval, in Old Deer, and to Cortiecram, bordering - 
with Longside. The central division is comparatively fiat, 
rising in gentle slopes from the houses of Crimonmogate and 
Craigellie, Knowsie and Belfatten, to Park, 217 feet, which is 
near the western boundary of the parish. In the eastern, 
or Cairness division, the table land stretches from the loch of 
Strathbeg, by the north lodge of Cairness (119 feet), to Inver- 
allochy in Rathen. The sea shore, between the mouth of the . 
burn of Rattray, and the village of St. Colm’s is a sandy beach, * 
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bordered by low drifted sand-hills, covered with bent, having 
numerous green knolls on the landward side, but on that portion 
between the loch and the sea the sand hills are but a narrow 
broken rtdge, of no great height. 7 


Geology and Soils. 


The prevailing rocks are those of the syenite in the west, 
and greenstone in the north, the latter being of an unusual 
fine quality; much of it is used for building purposes. Exten- 
sive beds of limestone run through the central division from 
north-east to south-west, and at one time it was wrought at 
Tillykeira, on the lands of Craigellie, but the works have been 
given up for some time. The syenite is found in masses, and 
the rock is of a splintery nature, and the trap rocks, along 
with some rolled blocks of granite, are found on the surface. 

Extensive deposits of peat at one time existed in the south- 
western and southern division of the parish, on the lands of 
Crimonmogate and Kininmonth, and in these mosses there has 
been found the remains of large oak trees, in a state of good 
preservation, along with birch, hazel, and alders. On some: of 
the higher ground on Kininmonth, extensive deposits of rough 

avel is found, and in the lower ground of Craigellie there is 

ound what appears to be drifted gravel and sand, while north 
and east of the loch of Strathbeg, both the soil and the subsoil 
is of a sandy nature. Extensive beds of clay are found on 
Cairnglass, close on the sea shore, and on Craigellie and 
Knowsie. Clay of a superior quality is found on Lumbs; but 
in various parts it is found as an under soil, mixed with ferru- 
ginous gravel, oe a very Impervious subsoil. 

Soils—On the higher cultivated land in the south-west 
division, the soil is of a light sandy nature, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the mosses it is black and peaty. In the lower 
central parts, much of it has a mixture of clay in its composi- 
tion, and is of a better.quality. On the Savochs the soil is 
sandy, on Cairness it is black, on a bottom of stony clay and 
ared iron bound sand. Towards the sea shore the soil may 
be described as a better kind of clay, approaching to loam, 
but everywhere throughout the parish there are so many 
varieties of soil that it would be impossible to give anything 
like a minute description of them in such a work as this. 


Ht ydrography. 


The north branch of the Ugie bounds the pare at two 
oints, the west point being with the parish of Old Deer, at 
enend,’for a distance of about 2,500 yards, and the eastmost 
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with Longside, at Cortiecram, for about half a mile. The burn 
of Denend bounds the parish with Strichen on the south-west, 
and the burn which flows from the loch of Logie forms the _ 
boundary with Crimond on the east. Several smaller streams, 
such as the Greenburn and Tillykeira, intersect the central 
division, and fall into the loch of Strathbeg, the greater portion 
of which is in this parish. Springs of pure water are not 
numerous, but there are a good many in the lower division, 
which are strongly tainted with iron ore. 

The loch of Strathbeg, in this parish, covers an area of 
about 550 acres, and there are about 200 acres of the loch in™ 
Crimond. The average depth of water will not exceed three 
feet, but over a small portion at the south-east end, near the old 
kirk of Rattray, the average would exceed six feet. Fifty 
years ago, it 1s said the level of the water in the loch was 
about four feet higher than it 1s now, and although there is no 
very well defined outlet into the sea, a distinct line of ooze 
can be traced along the sand, which occasions dangerous quick 
sands along the beach. It is said that here the sea has receded 
from the land to a considerable extent. A measurement made 
of the sandy downs in 1796 shows only 470 acres between the 
loch and the sea, whereas, a measurement made 50 years later, 
shows that there was upwards of 1,000 acres, but this great 
excess, or difference, may be accounted for by the receding of 
the loch fully as much as that of the sea. In 1796, an 
attempt was made to drain this loch, which proved a complete 
failure. The draining was to be effected by an open channel 
through the bent and sand hillocks, but the channels made were 
soon blocked up by the drifting sand. The bed of the loch, and, 
for the most part, the surrounding soils, are of a sandy nature, 
but the affluent streams, though small, have in course of time 
deposited considerable quantities of alluvial matter, which has 
been enriched by the decomposition of fishes and mussel shells 
in the loch, so that, in summer, when the water is low, thete 
is always a rich sward of grass on its borders, and numerous 
kinds of aquatic plants. The loch abounds with red and yellow - 
trout, perch, fresh water flounders, and eels in great numbers, 
which are sometimes found of great size.* It can only be 
fished by boat. In an Account of Buchan, supposed to have 
been written by Lady Anne Drummond, Countess of Errol, it 
is said that one of the most remarkable things in the district 
is “the multitude of selchs that come in at Strathbegge.” 


* An old chronicle of Lonmay, 1722, speaking of the Loch of Strathbeg, 
says, ‘‘ which water produceth abundance of cockles, and also trouts and” 
fleuks, but no salmon.’ _ 
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_“ Strathbeg-water, in history, called Rattray, from the little 
village at its mouth, has been taken notice of for its singula- 
rity in yielding no salmon; but this is no great matter of 
wonder, for the seals here being many, devour that fish, and 
the water itself being small till it come near to the sea, where, 
being choaked with sand, it overflows and stagnates. On this 
part of the coast is the best small cod, taken in great plenty, 
so that Rattray codlings are much sought after.” * 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


According to the Statistical Account of Lonmay, 1842, in 
the end of the last century “ there were not 40 trees above 
ground within its bounds.” Now there are probably near 400 
acres covered with thriving trees of various ages, the chief 
plantations being those in the grounds of Cairness, Crimon- 
mogate, Craigellie, and some beltings on Knowsie and Park, 
and a solitary clump of hardwood trees at the old mansion of 
Kininmonth. In the private grounds of Cairness, which are 
well sheltered on the east, there are some fairly grown spruce, 
Scots firs, and larch, mixed with a great variety of hardwood 
trees, consisting of ash, beech, plane, alders, and poplar, with 
willows on the borders of fields and in the outer belts. Around 
the mansion house of Crimonmogate the grounds are tastefully 
laid out with clumps and belts of various kinds of trees, but 
chiefly hardwood, partially mixed with spruce, larch, and some 
Scots firs. Along the Peterhead road there are some fine 
beech, and on the Cairness side of the valley there are some 
young and old thorn hedges. In the Craigellie plantations 
there is a considerable mixture of spruce, and at Park there are 
some thorn hedges, old Scots firs, and ash trees. At Knowsie, 
or Blairmormond, there are some belts of hardwood trees and 
hedge rows, but the south-western parts of the parish, which 
lies to the valley of the Ugie, is destitute of trees of any de- 
scription. 

otany.—In this parish, no plants have been discovered 
but what are common to the country, and none are found dif- 
ferent from that which we have given in the list of plants for 
the adjoining parish of Crimond. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprictors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. 
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No. at and above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
. £100 £50 £20 1 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 


17 26 71 50 36 
And 9 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of the Parish of Lonmay, year 1872-73, . £8,264 18 0 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ‘ : ; ‘ , : ‘ : . 1,548 2 0 
Do. Moss sold for Fuel, Brick-works, Mills, and Shops, . 93 19 5 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly value, . : . 4516 0 
Do. Seventy-six Fishermen’s Houses in St. Colm’s, . - 96 18 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ; 163 13 9 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, Fraserburgh Ex- 
tension, : : : ‘ : . : : 441 0 0 
" Total value, . . . «. . « £10,649 7 2 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— | 


Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart., of Crimonmogate. 
John Henderson Milne, Esq. of Craigellie. 

Colonel F. Mackenzie Fraser, of Inverallochy. 
William Fraser, Esq. of Park. 

James Wilkinson Gordon, Esq. of Cairness. 
William Russel, Life-renter of part of Kininmonth. 
James Russel, Esq. of Kininmonth. 

James F. Gordon Sheriffs Gordon, Esq. of Knowsie. 
The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 8 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—Leases are in general entered into for 19 years, 
and the usual rotation of cropping is that of the fifth and sixth- 
shift courses. The lighter scale are in gerieral well adapted for 

owing grass and turnips; and the heavier soils grow excel- 
lent crops of oats, and bere or big, little barley being sown. 
The fifth-shift is now most approved throughout the district. 
Within the past two 19 years, a large extent of moss and 
moor land has been brought into cultivation; and on the 
drainage of the heavier clay soils much money has been ex- 
pended during the same period; and where the drainage 
operations has been supplemented by subsoiling, this operation 
has had the most beneficial effects, especially on soils where the 
hard, iron-bound crusts of gravel have been thoroughly broken, 
and a fresh subsoil created on the clay. | _ 

Great improvements have been effected on some of the older 
farm buildings; and many new steadings have been erected in 
the lower districts ; but there still remains a great many old 
thatched houses everywhere throughout the parish. The larger 
farms are mostly enclosed, either by stone dykes or earthen 
sunk, faced with stones, and some with earthen mounds, and 
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some hedges; but owing to a scarcity of suitable stones, the 
erection of substantial stone fences is found to be an expensive 
operation. 

Cattle stock, originally of the Buchan breed, are now all 
crossed with shorthorned bulls; and the cross bred animal is 
now found to be superior in feeding qualities for the market, 
and comes sooner to maturity. Small flocks of native white- 
faced sheep are kept by some who have the privilege of the 
downs, or link pasture ; and some of the resident proprietors 
keep a small stock of half-bred English sheep. 


Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Cairness is an elegant building, in 
the Grecian style of architecture. It was built between the 
ears 1791 and 1799, by Charles Gordon, Esq. of Buthlaw, in 
ongside, ancestor of the present proprietor, from designs by 
James Playfair, architect, Edinburgh, and cost £25,000. The 
walls of the main body of the building are built of a light 
coloured greenstone rock, beautifully dressed and _close- 
jointed, which was quarried within a short distance of the 
ouse ; and the corners, cornices, and the four [onic pillars of 
a handsome porch, which adorn the front of the building, were 
brought from the Out-hills of Rora, in the neighbouring parish 
of Longside. The porch in front is approached by a flight of 
steps ; and a neat tower surmounts the entrance to the circular 
court behind, and which is outside the main building, sur- 
rounded by a rampart and range of domestic domiciles for ser- 
vants; and both inside and outside this back court, the idea of 
a fort is well sustained. The main building consists of two 
floors, and the side or end buildings have three, and through- 
out the whole, there is a semi-underground floor. The house 
is beautifully finished inside, and fitted with double doors of 
polished oak, and it contains some fine specimens of polished 
granite tables. Among the paintings in the House of Cairness, 
there is a full-sized portrait of “John Turk,” the faithful ser- 
vant for many years, of the late Thomas Gordon, Esq.* of 
Buthlaw. On the return of General Gordon from the Greek 
War of Independence, he was accompanied to Cairness by 
John, where, like his master, he spent almost the remainder of 
his days smoking in glorious ease. At length, and when old 
age began to overtake him, he expressed a wish to get home to 
die among his people, and set out on the journey, but died on 
the way. Many people still alive in the district, recognise in 


* Thomas Gordon, Esq. of Buthlaw and Cairness, was a general officer in the 
Royal Greek Army, and author of a History of the Greek Revolution. 
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the painting, a faithful likeness of John, a handsome fellow, in 
his picturesque native costume, and armour; and when 
mounted on his mule, hé was well known all over Buchan as’ 
Cairness’ John Turk. Crimonmogate House was erected by 
the father of the present baronet, at an expense, it is said, of 
£10,000. It has a fine porch in front, supported by six granite 
pillars, in the Grecian style of architecture; and the chief 
apartments are elegantly finished, and luxuriously furnished. 
It contains some good specimens of sculpture, including a 
Venus de Medicis, a Diana, and an Apollo; and in the grounds 
there is a granite obelisk, with an inscription bearing that it 
was erected by Sir Charles Bannerman, Bart., of Elsick, to the 
memory of Patrick Milne, who bequeathed the property to the 
family ; and the present baronet, Sir Alexander, is the 

in succession, the first baronetcy being created in the reign of | 
Charles II. The Mansion House of Craigellic is a neat com- 
modious building, erected about 35 years ago, by a Mr. Shand, 
who was then proprietor of the estate; the old house still 
standing a little to the seaward of it. The small residence of 
Knowsie, or Blairmormond, stands on the south side of the 
Peterhead road, and the Mansion House of Kininmonth, stands 
near the southern boundary of the parish with Longside. The 
Manse, and St.. Columbus’ Parsonage, are commodious buildings, 
and stand on the southern outskirts of the plantations and 
policies of Cairness. 


Roads. 


The Peterhead and Fraserburgh high road intersects the 
parish from the burn of Logie, to the Spillars-ford at Cortie-brae, 
a distance of nearly 24 miles; and the Aberdeen and Fraser- 
burgh road runs along the western parts, from the bridge over 
the north Ugie, to the Rathen boundary, a distance of about 
four miles, exclusive of that portion of the road which is in 
Strichen parish, at the village of New Leeds. From the Ugie at ~ 
Mill of Gaval, a direct road leads to the church of Lonmay, 
and the village of St. Colm’s; and a branch road leading from 
Park eastward, joins this road at Newark. The old Peterhead and 
Fraserburgh road passes the mills of Crimonmogate, the school 
of Lonmay and Parsonage, and to the north of Craigellie. The 
church of Lonmay is about two miles from the Lonmay Rail- 
way Station, on the Formartine and Buchan Railway, and it is 
42 miles from Aberdeen. 

St. Cotm’s Fisnine ViLLace.—This village, by the census of 
1861, contained 462 inhabitants; and by that of 1871, 533. 
The cod fishing is chiefly carried on at this station, which are 
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salt cured, and generally sold wholesale; the other kinds of 
fish caught are usually sold from house to house throughout 
the district. The fishermen of St. Colm’s, who number about 
15 boats’ crew, usually go to the larger ports during the her- 
ring-fishing season ; the boat-landing place being little better 
than the open sandy beach. 


Markets anid Fairs. 


Markets are held on the Lonmay market stance, for the sale 
of cattle, horses, and sheep, on the 2nd Monday in January, ~ 
the 2nd Monday in March, the 2nd Monday in May, the 2nd — 
Monday in July (Railway Station), the 2nd Monday in Sep- 
tember, and on the 2nd Monday in November. - 


Inns and Alehouses. 
There are no inns in the parish, and only a few shops for 
the sale of spirits, porter, and ales. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LONMAY, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rn MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, . ; : ‘ ‘ : . £616 311 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ : 12 6 9 
Total receipts, . ‘ : é : -  . £628 10 8 
Expenditure, 
-Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £468 7 3 
Relief of Casual Poor, : . ; : ; 2 0 6 
Medical Relief, . ; ‘ : : 3 ; 15 16 0 
Management, . ae : ‘ , ‘ 71 611 
On Buildings not authorised, . . .  . 711 64 
Balance in hand, . ; ’ ‘ 63 8 54 
| ———— £628 10 8 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to Casual Poor. 





Relieved during the year. ; 
Population receive relief. | wediscx 
. Regis- | Other 1 OF 
1861. | Males. | Females. | Total. Dopend-| ‘tered |DePend-| Casuai |Depend-| Insane. 
* Poor, : Poor. . 
2,142 17 46 63 40 8 5 4 3 6 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are three 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 
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ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
| HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. : 








Receipts from Assessments, . : ; . . £37 611 
Do. from other sources, . ; ; ; ‘ 83 414 
—— £120 11 10 
Expenditure on Drainage, . . . . «. £121 010 
Do. on other purposes, including Salaries, &c., 17 14 6 
£138 15 4 
ser ee 
Excess of expenditure over income, . : ‘ : . £18 3 6 


IIl—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE old Kirk of St. Colm’s stood near the sea shore, in the. 
village of that name, on the borders of a smell stream which 
divides the parishes of Lonmay and Rathen. The ancient 
Castle of Lonmay is said to have stood in the vicinity of 
Nethertown, but nothing now remains but the name, neither are 
there any remains of the Church which was in use up to 
the beginning of the 17th century, when it was superseded 
by a new one, built in 1608, in a more “ convenient locality,” 
at Cairness, or Lonmay proper. The first Church built at Lon- 
may stood in the burying ground; and the present Church, 
which was built in 1787, a few hundred yards south of it, and 
is seated for about 850. 

In 1607, when King James VI. was making efforts for the 
restoration of a regular Hpiscopacy throughout his ancient 
kingdom of Scotland, the Church of St. Colm’s was removed to 
Lonmay, the more central situation it now occupies. 

In the Statistical Account of the parish, 1840, there is the 
following extract from the records :—“ 1727, April 9, the minis- 
ter of Lonmay reported that ‘ he understood there was a design 
among the heritors in this and the two neighbouring parishes 
of Crimond and Rathen, to erect ane Episcopal meeting-house 
near to this Church, as yt place most centrical to them all; 
and it was found, by the unanimous sentiment of the session, 
that this designed meeting-house was promoted from very 
malice and splen to the established government of Church and 
State, and to instil into the people of this corner principles of 
rebellion against the Government, in favour of a Popis pre- 
tender; and as they were persuaded of this from weighty 
reasons, which are not proper to insert here so particularly 
from this consideration, yt all the common peo ig of these 
three parishes, and especially in this, had always been most 
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punctual and precise attenders upon, and partakers of, all 
gospel ordinances dispensed by yr respective ministers, and 
resolution to adhere to yr ministry, unless they should be com- 
pelled (as they feared) to attend a el Ws with cere- 
monies (by yr respective masters), &c. The principal pro- 
moters and intenders to have the meeting-house near this 
Church, were Mr. Fraser,* present heritor of the barony of 
Lonmay, who was engaged in the late rebellion, and still con- 
tinued in yt same strain against Government and gospel minis- 
try ; and also William Cruden, one of the Fraserburgh posts, a 
nottour Bourignan in his principles, and others.” Whatever 
might have been the value of these “weighty reasons” known 
to the kirk-session, the heritors and others certainly did build 
a meeting-house, which was burnt down by the Royalists after 
the battle of Culloden ; but another was soon afterwards built 
on the same site, and is known as the Episcopal Church of 
Lonmay, with a respectable congregation, who still cling to a 
“ worship fringed with ceremonies.” It is situated within half 
a mile of the Parish Church, and both are within about two 
miles of the sea. 

The inhabitants in the western division of the parish of Lon- 
may suffered much inconvenience, “amounting in many cases 
to absolute hindrance from attending any place of public wor- 
ship.” In 1836, a petition was presented to the Presbytery of 
Deer, from the householders in the southern division of the 
| pe part of Crimonmogate, and of others residing on the 

orders of the contiguous parishes of St. Fergus, Longside, Old 
Deer, and Strichen, showing, “That your petitioners labour 
under the grievous disadvantage of want of opportunities of 
attending public worship, and of adequate pastoral superin- 
tendence, by reason of the great distance which intervenes be- 
tween their places of residence and the Parish Churches, aggra- 
vated by the impracticability of accommodation of others Tess 
remote,’ &c., &c. That your petitioners have, therefore, joined 
together in subscription to contribute to the expense of erect- 
ing a suitable building, capable of containing from 350 to 400 
persons. By means of the aid afforded by the Church Exten- 
sion Committee of the General Assembly, and local contribu- 
tions, amounting in all to £400, a Church has been built; the 
whole expense has been defrayed, and a preacher stationed, 
who has got a cottage close by the Church. In the Parish 
Church every vacant sitting is occupied, “and this new Church 
is filled, illustrating in this part oe the country the benefit of 
-_ “James Fraser, Esq., brother to Lord Saltoun, bought the lands of Lonmay 
. from Patrick Ogilvie, Esq., brother to the Earl of Findlater, prior Fi 1721. : 
H 
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Church extension ;” and since the time the Church of Kinnin- 
month was erected into a Chapel of Ease (1836), there has 
existed a general desire to form ihe district into a Quoad Sacra 
parish, and since the passing of the Education Act of 1872, 
into a School Board district, attaching to it part of the parishes 
of Lonmay, Strichen, Old Deer, and Longside, respectively, to 
be called “the School Board of Kininmonth.” Application 
was made to the Sheriff of Aberdeenshire, on petition, and on 
the 25th March, 1874, “the Sheriff hereby interpones and in- 
timates his consent and approbation in terms of the said Act ; 
and gave instructions to proceed with the election of a School 
Board on the 18th of April next.” The proceedings, which ter- 
minated in the formation of a school district at Kininmonth, 
are not without some interest, apart from its local character, 
as we understand that it is the first case of its kind in Scot- 
land under the Education (Scotland) Act, 1872, as to the de- 
tachment or separation of parishes, and to the uniting together 
and forming of the portions so detached into a new school dis- 
trict. The district contains a population of about 1,000; area, 
four square miles, and a rental of £4,000. 

School Board of Lonmay.—There are five members on the 
Board—Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart., chairman; James 
Robertson, Lonmay, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 7d. per 
£. Bible and Catechism taught. There are three schools in 
the district, viz., Lonmay, St. Colm’s, and Park schools, and 
363 scholars. 

‘Kinninmonth.—There are five members on the Board—Rev. 
Robert Pryde, the manse, chairman; Mr. Bennet, teacher, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 5d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are two schools in the district, and 200 scholars. 

Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £32.9s. 7d., but only £3 4s. 6d. was expended 
by the kirk-session for the relief of the poor. 

Parochial Registers—The parochial registers commence in- 
1709, and the first entry is worthy of attention. “1709, Sept. 
24.—This congregation having for near two years been with- 
out an Established minister, since the death of Mr. Houston, 
late Episcopal incumbent here, the people and heritors several 
times endeavouring to have a gospel minister among them, but 
still differing and dividing in their choice of the parson; at 
length a young man, Mr. Thomas Gordon, preacher of the 

ospel, by appointment both of eye and Presbytery, preached, 

c., whereupon the Presbytery did legally and orderly call the 
said Mr. Gordon to be minister.” | | 

The entries made during Mr. Gordon’s incumbency are very 
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full, but they ended at his death in 1743. Besides the ordinary 
account of poor’s money and matters of discipline, there are 
some notices of a miscellaneous character, which serve to illus- 
trate times past. Collections were made for the repair of 
bridges, roads, and the harbour of Banff; in 1718, for the dis- 
tressed Protestants in Lithuania; in 1726, fasting and humilia- 
tion on account of scorching drought ; in 1723, thanksgivin 

for deliverance from pestilence raging in foreign countries, anc 
especially in France. Inquests on the bodies of murdered 
persons seem sometimes to have been left to the kirk-session. 


IIl.— ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE is a very perfect Druidical circle at Newark, on the 
estate of Crimonmogate. The altar, or centre stone, is of great, 
size, so are also some of the others composing the circle, and 
have every appearance of having been brought from a distance, 
as there are no quarries of the same kind of stone in the 
neighbourhood. As before mentioned, the ruins of the Castle 
of Lonmay, and the church of St. Colm’s, have disappeared. 
The ruins of the Cairness Observatory stand on an eminence 
slightly to the seaward of the park wall. It was completely 
furnished with astronomical apparatus, but dismantled on the 
death of the General Gordon. On the 10th December, 1732, 
the minister reported “that qun the fore wall of the church 
was takin down, yr was a little cut stone above the big door, 
containing an account qun and by qum yr church was built, 
with ye ministers’ names and entry there in office; and yt ye 
cutting of said stone was very bad, and so defaced yt 1t was 
scarce legible, and yrefore he had caused buy, cut, colour, and 
set Up another stone, containing what was written on the éor- 
mer. This stone is built into the present churchyard wall, 
and contains what follows :—“ This lease was built for the 
worship of God by the parish of Lonmay, 1607—Mr. Thomas 
Rires being minister then, and three years before, at the old 
church.” After him, quoting from the Statistical Account, 
“ Messrs. William Rires, James Irvine, and John Houston, were 
ministers successively ; next Mr. Thomas Gordon was ordained 
minister of the gospel by the Presbytery of Deer, with consent 
of all concerned iy the parish, Sept. 24, 1709.” 
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PARISH OF LUMPHANAN. 





- Prespytery or KINCARDINE O’NeIL—Synop or ABERDEEN. 


Etymology. 


In ancient writings the name of this parish is spelled Lanfanan, 
Lonfanan, Lonfannan, Lunfanan, and now it 1s spelled Lum- 
phanan, which is. undoubtedly an English corruption of the 
name. It may have been Lan, Lon, or Lun, but, assuming it 
to have been Lunfanan, in Gaelic, Lan-fionan, it would signify 
—Lan, an enclosure, or fertile spot, fion, fair or white, and an, 
water ; that is, “the enclosure by the fair stream.” The author 
of the Statistical Account, 1843, says “that the name comes 
from three Celtic words, that is lan or Lan, a chureh, fan, a 
descent, and an, water; a derivation which might naturally 
suggest itself to those who observed that the principal stream — 
in the parish passes near to the church.” We, however, pre- 
sume to say that the prefix has no meaning in the Gaelic 
language for a church, and it must refer to the enclosure of the 
Peel-bog and the fair stream which passes near to it. 

The author of the Statistical Account of the parish, 1794, 
says the name in Gaelic signifies “the bare little hollow,” 
which might have been the case when he came to know it, 
but time has produced great changes—bare it is, but little it has 
never been, neither does the ancient spelling of the name war- 
rant such a conclusion, no more than Llan means a church.* 


Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north and west by the parish of Coull ; 
on the north by the parish of Leochel-Cushnie; on the east 
by the parish of Kincardine O’Neil; and on the south by the 
parish of Aboyne. 

Extent. 


From the lowermost point on the water of Dess on the 
south, to the lowermost point on the water of Leochel on the 


* We here give a few etymologies of churches, by way of illustration :— 
Kildonan, in Sutherland, the El-dorado of Scotland, is from the Gaelic, 
Cill-donn-an, which signifies the church of St. Kildonan, who was murdered 
for his faith, not for his gold. Kilmarnock, in Ayr, is from Cill-mar-nock, or 
St. Marnock’s Church. Kilpatrick’s are numerous in the south of Scotland ; 
they are all derived from the Gaelic, Cill-Phadruig, or St. Peter’s Church. 
All the Cills (English, Kills), that of Icolmkill, or island of ‘‘ St. Columbus’ 
Church” isthe most famous. The name of this pious teacher was Colum, or 
Columba, and Moal Colum means the bare or shaved headed Columbo. 
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north, the distance, in direct line is 52 miles; and from the 
lowermost point on the burn of Beltie on the east, to the 
boundary of the parish of Coull on the west, on the Tyrebeggar 
Hills, the distance is about 5} miles. The whole area ts com- 
- puted to be 8,757 acres, 648 decs. 

Topography. 

The range of hills which lie to the west of the valley of 
ae raya are those of Tillylair, 1,573 feet (Tulach-iolare, the 
Knoll of the Eagles), and the Tyrebeggar road is 1,312 feet. On 
the east, the ridge of hills which vartly bound the parish with 
Kincardine O’Neil, are those of Wester Kincardine, the Slock 
of Tillyching (the Tulach-choinich, the Sloch beside the mosses), 
and the hills of Cloak and the Clash, joined by the central 
spurs of the Milmaud Hills (Meall-meadh, the middle hill), 
which occupies a very prominent position about two miles nort 
of the church. To the north of Milmaud lie the lands of 
Camphill, which slope to the water of Leochel; and to the 
north of Benaquhalie, 1,621 feet, are the lands of Kintocher, 
which are the lowest on the north side of the hills. 

The lowest point on the Commissioners’ road, on the burn 
of Dess, is 420 fect above sea level; the junction of the 
Commissioners’ road with the Raemoir road, near Bogloch, is 
484 feet ; the church of Lumphanan is 527 feet ; the cross roads 
in Lumphanan is 937 feet ; and the lowest point in the parish, 
on the burn of Beltie, below Pitmurchie (Murdochs hollow) 
is about 480 feet. | 


Geology and Sols. 


Granite forms the chief unstratified rock of the district, and 
the general appearance of the rock on the southern division 
of the parish is that of grey, and on that of the northern it is 
red. The constituent parts of the rock is chiefly small granu- 
lar, and the only determinate structure is that of the por- 
phyry, which appears on the eastern hills in connection with 
the porphyrictic strata in the adjoining parish of Kincardine 
O’Neil. On the western and northern divisions of the parish, 
the reddish variety of the rock forms the chief strata, and 
tracts of it appear in masses and boulders of various dimen- 
sions, and in many parts it ap ears in various oan te of decom- 
position, forming gravelly soils, partly fitted for cultivation, but 
in most cases only fitted for gravelling roads. The central 
hills and gravelly knolls present a pleasant, flowing, undulating 
outline, and are composed of quartzy gravel, embedding boulder 
rock ; and on many parts of the hills, both east and west of the 
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valley, there are large accumulations of boulders, consisting of 
anite, gneiss, and porphyry, lying upon the surface in 
etached blocks. | 

Soils.—On the north division the soils are hard and gravelly, 
‘and on the south they are soft and loamy, including the old 
loch of Auchlossan, the soil of which is soft and spongy; while in 
the eastern and western districts there are considerable varieties 
of soils, the hard dry soils prevailing. 

Hydrography. 

The outlet of the old loch of Auchlossan forms the chief 
stream for the drainage of the main portion of the parish, 
uniting, as it does, with a branch stream from the west, at the 
mouth of the old loch. The water of Leochel drains a portion 
on the north division, and the burn of Beltie the east division. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The western division of the parish is bare, the central higher 
parts are partially wooded. The eastern hills are covered with 
thriving young plantations and clumps of Scots firs, mixed 
with larch and some clumps of older Scots firs on Pitmurchie. 
In the hollow of the Beltie, by the mansion house of Findrack, 
and westward by the mansion house of Glenmillan, and in the 
valley by the railway station, and the church, there arc several 
plantations of young trees, which appear to be in a thrivin 
condition. In the northern division there are few trees, anc 
excepting those that surround the old house of Camphill and 
on Kintocher, they are scarcely worth notice. 

Botany.—In Dr. Murray’s “ Northern Flora” we notice the 
following list of plants, viz. :— 

Arundo phragmites—Common Reed. Eriophorum vaginatum—Hare’s-tail 
Cotton-grass. | 
Equisetum limesum—Smooth Naked Horse-tail. Hippuris vulgaris—Mare’s-tail. 


Molinia cerulea—Purple melic-grass. Potamogeton heterophylla—Various- 
leaved Pond-wood. 
Radiola millegrana—All-seed. Ranunculus lingua—Greater Spear-wort. 
naryrage hirculus—Yellow Marsh-saxifrage. Scirpus fluitans—Floating Club- 
rush. 
Scirpus setaceus—Brittle Stalked Club-rush. Utricularia vulgaris—Greater 
Hooded Water-mill Foil, or Bladder-wort. 
Sedum villosum—Hairy Stone-crop. 
Farms and Farming. | 
Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 
No. at oun above No.atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove -No. at and above 


£20 £30 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100, and under £50, and under £20. and under £10. 
ll - 22 30 31 26 
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| Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Lumphanan, year 
1 





372-73, . : . ‘ - , : : , . £4,709 1 1 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 
Woodlands, ‘ ‘ ; ; : ; , ‘ 333 0 0 
Do. Shootings, where Let, . F ; ; ; ‘ 50 0 0 
Do. Inns, Shops, Mills, &c., .. ; ; ; ; ; 40 10 0 
Do. Houses under £4 of yearly rent, : ‘ ; : 77 3 0 
Do. Houses under £100 of yearly value, .  . . , 244 10 0 
Do. Deeside Extension Railway,  . : : ; ; 555 0 0 
Total value, ‘ ; . . £6,009 4 1 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— 
Francis Farquharson, Esq. of Finzcan. 
Mrs. Margaret Lamond, of Pitmurchie. 
Robert Smith, Esq. of Glenmillan. 
Mrs. Maclellan of Camphill. 
Sir William Forbes, Bart., of Kintocher. 
Francis Garden Fraser, Esq. of Findrack. 
Mrs. Farquharson, or Shaw’s Trustees, of Auchcnhove. 
The Deeside Railway Company. 


And 11 proprietors of houses and land whose yearly rents or value is under 
£100 a-year. 
Farming.—Leases are granted for 19 years, with one excep- 
tion, viz., that of the farm of Auchlossan, and the usual rota- 
tion of cropping, that of the fifth and sixth-course shift. The 
fifth course being more adapted to the higher lying lighter 
soils than the sixth, it is therefore carried out in about equi  pro- 
portions as that of the sixth. | 
Farm houses are of a mixed kind, those upon the smaller 
farms have thatched roofs, and those upon the larger have 
slated roofs, and are commodious buildings. 
_ Improvements.—Farming improvements have been carried 
out to the fullest extent possible in this district, and with a 
spirit and industry worthy of the cause. But few improve- 
ments indeed can equal that of the drainage of the old loch 
of Auchlossan, and the reclamation of its bed, containing in all 
about 240 or 250 acres, which was covered either wholly or 
partially with water at certain seasons of the year. In describing 
this improvement, we are indebted to Mr. Wm. Macdonald of the 
“ North British Agriculturist,” for the following outline of the 
improvements :—“ The ground to be operated upon consisted 
of 180 acres, wholly under water, and 60 acres of a marshy 
nature. From a dense mass of equisitacese and other aquatic 
at vegetating in the loch, it was difficult to see where dry 

and ended and water began. The depth of water varied from 
two to five feet. The loch was long known as one of the best 
spots for wild fowl shooting in the north. While some good 
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sport was yielded by the loch, its existence was by no means 
beneficial to the district. On the contrary, it proved detri- 
mental to the salubrity of the climate; and the large mass of © 
decaying vegetation, every autumn, must have had an un- 
_. wholesome effect on health. The great mass of vegetation in 

the loch testified that under the water there was abundance of 
- fertile soil. This, combined with the injury it inflicted on the 
neighbouring farmers, fostered a desire on the part of the land- 
lords to have the loch drained and the bed reclaimed. The 
loch being the joint property of three landlords, viz., Mr. Far- 
quharson of Finzean, Lord Huntly, and Mrs. Shaw of Auchen- 
hove, the difficulties consequent on divided ownership could 
not be overcome till 1859. It was advertised for some time, 
but no one was found possessed of sufficient capital or enter- | 
prise to undertake the work. Afterwards, however, Mr. James 
W. Barclay happened to visit the loch, and he forthwith sub- 
mitted a plan of his own to the proprictors. The result was 
that Mr. Barclay obtained a lease of the arable land of Auch- 
lossan farm, extending over 180 acres, and a lease of the loch | 
for 25 years. For the loch, the agreement bore that no rent 
should ie charged during the first 20 years, and only £100 for 
each of the remaining five years. Owing to the difficult nature 
of the operations, the proprietors afterwards voluntarily ex- 
tended the lease to 27 years. 

« After having got possession of the loch, in 1860, Mr. Barclay 
commenced operations by making a new water channel for 
diverting the main streams running into it at the north-east 
corner, and that of the south-west, and diverting these water 
supplies clear of the loch altogether. There still remained the 
stagnant waters in the loch, the rainfall, and a small stream run- 
ning into it on the north, which had to be disposed of, by a 
tunnel carried on a much lower level, at a depth of about 14 teet 
below the former outfall, and to a greater length, to obtain the — 
necessary fall for drainage, the feeders of the old loch being 
carried off bythe natural channels below,and by the course of the 
old stream. To accomplish the latter object, a new channel was 
made from the ‘Sloe of Dess,’ a natural fall on the stream about 
half a mile below the loch, which was tunneled and cut on an 
average of about 12 feet deep, apart from the present channel. 
In this channel there was laid a drain two feet by three feet, 
and by it the drainage water of the loch, the rainfall, and the 
water led into the loch by the small stream already alluded to, 
the drainage of the loch is accomplished, and unless in times 
of heavy flood, that is done in a satisfactory manner. 

“ After the execution of the main drain, and the two side 
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water-courses, the next step taken was to run open ditches 
through the loch to carry off the surface water, when some idea 
to the after proceeding might be obtained. In the space of 
two days and nights, the stagnant water disappeared. The 
whole area of the loch was then queceiel as speedily as 

ossible, and the draining gave the utmost satisfaction. The 
eaders discharge their contents into open channels, which in- 
- tersect the bed of the loch, but with a few exceptions, these 
have covered up, those that are left open being ‘stayed out.’ 
Posts about seven feet long were driven into the soil, about two 
feet apart at each side, supported by numerous stretchers, with 
longitudinal backings. By the time the wood gets decayed, it 
is expected that the banks will be so consolidated as to hold 
out sufficiently. 

“ Year by year considerable additions have been made to the 
acreage under crop, until last season (1872), when the whole 
bed of the loch and the surrounding marsh land, extending to 
261 acres, formed an unbroken cultivated level, yielding fine 
heavy crops.. A great part of the bottom of the lower loch was 
composed principally of dense masses of fine hair-like roots 
matted together, not less than three feet deep. These were the 
roots of the equisitacce, having the appearance of black 
fibrous matting, mixed with the roots of other grasses, and 
were found rather troublesome to deal with, being rather slow 
in decaying. Intermixed with these roots and vegetable mat- 
ter, was a fine alluvial deposit, which 1s gradually supplanting 
the grass roots on the surface. Towards the outskirts of the 
loch there are a few patches of moss, but the soil and the sub- 
soil generally consist of far more valuable material, viz., a fine 
alluvial black soil, to the depth of from six to seven feet, inter- 
mixed occasionally by gravelly matter. This black subsoil is 
very curious and uncommon. It is a dense impalpable com- 
pe highly absorbant of water, and very retentive. On 

eing exposed for some time, and dried, it becomes almost 
white. It is only, however, after long exposure, that the water 
is all Sanored Judging from the natural history of the 
land, and the geological nature of the surrounding country, it 
is more than probable that a bed or beds of marl exists some- 
where, either in the bed of the loch or on some of its affluent 
streams. “The soil of the loch is all but inexhaustible ; and 
the fertility is evidenced by the rich vegetation which quickly 
covers the bottom of newly excavated citches. 

“The nature of the ground netessitated the labouring of it 
by manual labour for the first two or three years. Every acre 
of the loch had to be turned over by manual labour; the cost 
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of delving alone was about 60s. an acre. Harrowing was also 
accomplished by manual labour ; and it is needless to add that, 
from the expensive means employed, the land received only 
the minimum amount of this important branch of tillage.” At- 
the outset of the cropping, and from the prevalence of large 
masses of vegetable matter on the surface, and the inadequate 
means of cultivation, it was difficult to secure a seed-bed in the 
earliest ycars, and the result was a little thinness of roots 
in some parts—a defect which has been disappearing with each 
succeeding crop, and now, on almost all the new land, the 
crops are as heavy as they can stand. 

“Some of the ground carried the sixth succeeding crop of 
oats without receiving manure of any kind, excepting a crop of 
turnips occasionally to clean the land; and as there has been 
nothing sown but oats, it is not intended to change the present 
system so long as the new land continues to yield such fine 
wd as they have hitherto. When the land has been put 
under green crop—which has only been partially done to the 
extent of 30 acres within the past three years—about 34 cwt. 

- of phosphates per acre has been applied. This is all the 
manure of any description Mr. Barclay has thought necessary 
to use on the new land, and he does not expect to require to 
use it more extensively for some years at least. The land is 
not laid under grass as is usual, and is common after turnips, 
but sown with oats, until its turn comes again for green crop. 
The average yield of grain has been from six to seven quarters 
an acre. Every year as the matted material, formerly so abun- 
dant on the surface, disappears, the plough turns up a few 
inches of the virgin soil, wtich. when harrowed, forms a fresh 
mould to cover the seed, and nourish the vegetation. 

“ Two service roads had to be made through a portion of the 
loch, of a united length of about 1,000 yards, to what was for- 
merly the loch, which all lay to the west of the railway ; and 
in aidition to drying of the loch, there has been reclaimed 
about 50 acres of land which was water-logged, along its mar- 
gin on the east. The whole expanse of about a mile east and 
west, and in some parts nearly three-fourths of a mile from north 
to south, is within a few feet of being upon a dead level. The 
lowest part of the loch is fully seven feet above the level of the 
main out-fall, or main drain tunnel, as it joins the new land at 
the south-eastern corner of the old loch, and 410 feet above 

_ sea level. | 

“The drying, trenching, and out-fall tunnel cost the tenant in 
all £5,000, or over £23 an acre. Mr. Barclay first let the work 
under contract, but this soon proved unsatisfactory, and the 
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whole operations were done by men, under a properly qualified 
foreman ; and he believes that the whole of the work was done 
in @ more satisfactory way, and is confident that all such 
operations are more satisfactorily done when under the super- 
intendence of the owner, than they are by contractors.” 

As previously stated, the average yield of grain has been 
from six to seven quarters per acre; in some of the fields there 
has been as high as 10 quarters, all of the black Tartarian oat, 
which has been solely grown upon the land, as the yield of 
straw of that kind of oat is greater. In some years, Mr. 
Barclay has pocketed £500 from the sale of straw alone ; while 
the yield of turnips has also been great, and in some cases the 
tubers have been very large. 

The old arable land upon the farm has also been benefitted 
by the improvement of the loch, in so far as an increased 
supply of farm-yard manure has been brought on to it by 
means of the improvement. The new land requiring no 
manure, the tenant. is enabled to bestow more upon the old 
arable soil. The houses have been rebuilt and remodelled, 
and an extensive and commodious farm-steading has been 
constructed, where only old houses existed. A herd of pure 
Se cattle has risen up, which for beauty and symmetry has 
ew equals in the district, indeed in the north, and, with few 
exceptions, have been reared on the place. 

“It may be stated, that at the expiry of the lease, Mr. 
Barclay gets nothing for his improvements, costly as they have 
been. Doubtless, however, the proprictors desire that he 
should be fully reimbursed for his expenses, and rewarded for 
his trouble, since, by Mr. Barclay’s energy, they will, at the end 
of the lease, have 240 acres of good arable land handed over to 
them, in licu of what a quarter of a century ago was of no 
value whatever.” : 

Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Camphill is an old building, so is the 
House of Findrack. The House of Pitmurchie is a commo- 
- dious cottage; and the House of Glenmillan has recently 
undergone extensive repairs. ‘I'he Manse of Lumphanan is an 
old but commodious building; and the Mansion House of 
Auchenhove is only a good farm cottage. At the Lumphanan 
Railway Station thers is a comfortable-looking country inn, 
a bank agency, and shops of various kinds. 


Roads. 


The old “Commissioners’ Road” from Deeside to bridge of 
Alford, intersects the parish from south to north; the Aber- 
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deen and Tarland road is carried from east to west, along the 
north boundary ; and the Raemoir extension road runs along 
the southern division, parallel to the Aboyne Railway, from the 
burn of Beltie to the Commissioners’ road at Bogloch: The 
Railway Station, which is near to the church, is 27 miles from 
_ Aberdeen. = 


Markets or Fairs. 


Fairs or markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep, are . 
held at the railway station, on the 2nd Thursday in January, 
February, March, April, May, September, November, and 
December. 

Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF LUMPHANAN, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, ; : , : ; .  . £218 611 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, .  &y 13 16 1 
Total receipts, : : ‘ : ‘ . £232 3 0° 
Eependiture. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £21416 8 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; ‘ ; : 914 4 
Medical Relief, . : ‘ ; A geo. 710 7 
Management, a cr ee 23 12 7 
Expended over receipts, ‘ ‘ . £2310 9 
Total expenditure, ; ; ; ‘ ‘ £255 13 9 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 
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The mode .of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two elected 
members, or managers, upon the Board. 
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II—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Macsetu’s Castle stands on Dunsinan Hill, on the Sidla rango 
of hills a few miles north-eastward of Perth, and in the north- 
east corner of the parish of Collace. “This remarkable hill is 
insulated, and of an oval form, with a flat verdant summit. 
The ascent from the village of Collace, on the north-west, is 
gradual, and some vestiges of a winding road may still be 
traced.” Such is the brief description of Carn-beth, or Mac- 
beth’s Castle, which is given in the old Statistical Account, 
and of the witches habitations, two of whom resided, one at 
Collace agd the other not far from Dunsinan House. Mac- 
beth, being of a superstitious turn of mind, took counsel with 
these, and built Dunsinan Castle, and retired to it for better 
security.* 

When Malcolm Caenmore came to Scotland, supported by 
his English auxiliaries, to recover his dominions from Macbeth, 
“ the Giant,” as he was called, he marched first towards Dun- 
keld, and afterwards to Birnam wood, where his troops, either 
accidentally, or by way of distinction, ornamented themsclves 
with the sprigs of the trees. The pcople then, according 
to the tradition of the country, saw that they were aeungaiahed 
by the spy whom Macbeth had set to watch them, that “ when 
Birnam, wood should come to Dunsinan.” He then began to 
despair, and “ Macbeth seeing his own forces,” says Fordun, 
“daily diminishing, and those of his adversary increasing, 
suddenly left the southern parts of the kingdom, and fled to 
the north, in whose narrow passes, and in the depths of whose 
forests he hoped to find safety.” 

Malcolm, however, quickly followed him across the moun- 
tains, to Lumphanan, and slew him in a skirmish on the 5th 
December, 1056.+ 

In Wynton’s Cronykil, book vi, cap. xviii, similar testimony 
is borne :— 

‘* He wes rycht wa’, and tuk the flycht : 
And owre the Mownth thai chast hym than 
Til the Wode of Lunfanan. 
This Makduff wes thare mast felle, 
And on that chas than mast crwele, 
Bot a Knycht, that in that chas 
Til this Mackbeth than nerest was, 
Mackbeth turnyed him agayne, ~ 
And sayd, ‘ Lurdane, thow po in wayne, 
For thow may nocht be he, I trowe, 


* Statistical Account of Collace, 1798, p. 241. 
+ Forduni Scotichronicon, lib, v. ¢. vii. 


* 
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That to dede sall sla’ me nowe, 
That man is noucht borne of Wyf 
Of powere to rewe me my lyfe.’ 


‘¢ The Knycht said, ‘I wes nevyr borne, 
Bot of my Modyr Wame wes schorne ; 
Now sall thi Tresowne here tak end !’ 


Thus Mackbeth slewe thai than, 
In-to the wode of Lunfanan ; 
And his Hewyd thai strak aff thare, 
And that wyth thame frac thine thai bare 
Til Kyncardyne, quhare the Kyng 
Tyll thare gayne-come made byding. 
Of that slauchter are thire wers 
In Latyne wrythine to rehers.” ® 


‘* Rex Macabeda decem Scotiae septemque fit annis, | 
In cujus regno fertile tempus erat : 
Hunc in Lunfanan truncavit morte crudeli, 
Duncani natus, nomine Malcolimus.” * 


“Malcolm,” says Bishop Leslie, “ having received from Kin 
Edward, ten thousand English soldiers, returned to Scotland, 
and hotly pursucd Macbeth to Dounsinnan, and from thence 
to Lunfanan. There Macduff, the Thane of Fife, whose wife 
and children he had so lately ordered to be slain, killed him, 
and, presenting his head as a git to Malcolm, received the 
highest rewards.” 

“ Macbeth,” says Dalrymple in his Annals, “ retreated to the 
fastnesses of the north, and protracted the war. His people 
forsook his standard. Maleala attacked him at Lunfanan, in 
Aberdeenshire. Abandoned by his few remaining followers, 
Macbeth fell 5th December, 1056.” 

Chalmers, in his “ Caledonia,” says :—“ The Northumbrians, 
led by Siward and his son, Osbert, penetrated probably to 
Dunsinan. In this vicinity they were confronted by Macbeth, 
when a furious conflict ensued. The numbers slain evince -- 
the length of the battle, and the bravery of the combatants. 
Osbert was slain; yet Macbeth, after all the efforts of valour 
and vigour of conduct, was overcome. He retired into the 
north, where he had numerous friends, and where he might 
find many fastnesses. Siward retired into Northumberland, 
and died in York in 1055. Meantime, Macbeth continued his 
bloody contest with Malcolm, and this uncommon character 
was at length slain at Lumphanan on the 5th December, 1056, 
by the injured hand of Macduff.” 

Sir Walter Scott, in his “ History of Scotland,” says :— 


* Wyntoun’s Cronykil, book vi., cap. xvui., p. 382, 
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“Macbeth engaged his foe in the neighbourhood of his Castle 
of Dunsinan. He was defeated, but escaped from the castle, 
and was slain at Lumphanan in 1056.” 

Were more evidence awanting that Macbeth was slain at 
Lumphanan, in Aberdeenshire, we have only to turn to Hol- 
linshed, from whom our immortal poet received his informa- 
tion, who says that “ Malcolm, following hastily after Macbeth, 
came the night before the battell unto Birnane wood, and when 
his army had rested awhile there to refresh them, he com- 
manded everie man to get a bow of some tree or other of that 
wood in hand as he might bear, and to march forth therewith 
in such wise, that on the next morrow they might come closely 
and without sight in this manner within view of his enemies. 
On the morrow, when Macbeth bcheld them coming in this 
sort, he first marvelled what the matter meant; but, in the 
end, remembered himself, that the prophesie which he had 
heard long before that time of the coming of Birnane wood to 
Dunsinane Castell was likelic to be now fulfilled. Nevertheless 
he brought his men in order of battcll, and exhorted them to 
do valiantlie. Howbeit, his enemies had scarcely cast from 
them their boughs, when Macbeth, perceiving their numbers, 
betooke him to fight, when Macduff pursued with great hatred, 
even till he came to Lunfannaine, where Macbeth, perceiving 
that Macduff was hard at his back, leapt beside his fone. say- 
ing, ‘ Thou traitor, what meaneth it that thou shouldst thus 
in vain follow me, that am not appointed to be slaine by anie 
creature that is born of a woman; come on, therefore, and 
receive thy reward, which thou hast deserved for thy pains ;” 
and therewithall he lifted up his sword, thinking to have slain 
him. But Macduff, quicklie avoiding from his horse, yer he 
came at him, answered (with his ns ked sword in his hand), 
saying, “ It is true, Macbeth, and now shall thine insatiable 
crueltie have an end ; for Iam even he that thy wizzards told 
thee of, who was never born of my mother, but ripped out her 
womb ;” therewithall he stepped unto him, al slew him in 
the place. Then, cutting his head from his shoulders, he 
set it upon a pole, and brought it to Malcolm. This was the 
end of acbotl after he had reigned seventeen years over the 
Scotishmen,”* 

That the story of Macbeth’s death, and of his flight north- 
ward, was not unknown to Shakespeare, appears probable, but 
that he was desirous of closing the drama of the last scene of 
his action to the ground before the Castle of Dunsinane, was 


* Hollinshed’s Scottish Chronicles, Vol. I., p. 351. 
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most probable,* and that Lumphanan was beyond the range of 
the dramatist ; he, therefore, took no notice of the place which 
is known to every reader conversant with Scottish history, as 
being the last place of the closing history of the usurper’s life, 
and not that of Dunsinane in Perthshire. 
In the year 1233, Alan Doorward or Durward, erected an hos- 
pital at Kincardine O’Niel, and conferred on it the patronage of 
incardineO’Niel,and the patronage of Lonfanan, and its chapel 
of Forthery, with certain pieces of Tand, the names of which are 
aber and accurately described in the chartulary of Aberdeen. 
n 1330, the hospital church of Kincardine O’Niel was incor- 
porated with the cathedral church of Aberdeen, and the rector 
was raised to the dignity of a prebend; after that period he 
had a manse assigned to him within the Chanonry, while a 
el oer vicar resided at Kincardine, and discharged the 
uties of the benefice. Duncan, Earl of Fife, tle inheritor of 
the possession of the Durwards, bestowed on the Bishop of 
Aberdeen the patronage of the church of Kincardine O’Neil, 
and annexing to it reverently and solemnly, with his own 
hands, on the 7th March, 1388, the charter of donation on the 
altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the cathedral church of that 
city. The first Protestant minister was George Levingstoun, 
who had under his charge the parishes of Kyncardin, Lanfan- 
nan, Midmar, and Clwyne. Lumphanan formed part of the 
Barony of O’Neil, which belonged to the Durwards in the 13th 
century. In the 14th and 15th centuries it passed through a 
variety of hands, which cannot, in the impertect records of the 
arish, be accurately traced. 

“ About 1330, Randolph, Earl of Moray, tenant to Duncan, 
Earl of Fife, in the estate of Lumphanan, granted to Sir James 
de Garvieach (Garioch) the lands of Balnacraig, Belode (Beltie), 
Cloychock (Cloak), and Talunyhsyn (Tillyching). From the 
son of this knight, Andrew de Garvieauch of Oe sta Robert 
de Camera, or Chalmers, obtained these lands, to be holden of ~ 
the Earl of Moray for a pair of white gloves rendered yearly at 
the manor of Caskieben, and became the founder of a house 
which flourished for more than 400 years. Of the Chalmers’ 
of Balnacraig, Patrick Chalmers, Esq. of Auldbar, is, it is be- 
lieved, a representative.”+ 


*In Guthrie’s History of Scotland, vol. viii., p. 358, it is stated, ‘‘ that in 
the year 1599, King James desired Elizabeth to send him, in that year, a com- 
pany of English comedians, with which request she complied, and James gave 
them a licence to act in his capital, and before his Court.” ‘I have great 
mineneiodl he adds, ‘‘to think that the immortal Shakespeare was of the 
number,” | 

+ Nesbit’s Heraldry, vol. ii., Appendix, p. 215, 
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About 1363, Andrew, second son of William Rose, second 
baron of Kilravock, acquired the lands of Auchlossin. In 
1544, a feudal strife arose between the Forbeses and the 
Strachans of Lenturk, in consequence of the real or imaginary 
ae of Strachan in betraying the conspiracy formed by the 

aster of Forbes against the King’s life, to the Earl of Huntly. 
Nicholas Rose of Auchlossin joined the Laird of Lenturk, and 
fell in one of the conflicts. He was personally obnoxious to 
the Forbeses, as he had sat on the assize which found the 
Master guilty.* In September, 1709, Captain Francis Ross, 
of Auchlossin, was slain at the battle of Malplaquet ; and, in 
1715, his estate was sold by his creditors.+ 

The Duguids of Auchenhove were of later origin. In 1634, 
they pleaded in an action brought by the Earl of Mar against 
his vassals, that “they and their predecessors had been infeft 
in their lands, holding of the king, for the space of 200 years.” 
In 1656, Francis Duguid purchased, from George Forbes of 
Corse, that part of the barony of O’Neil Corse which lay in 
Lumphanan, including Easter and Wester Kincraigie, Know- 
head, Hillock, and Bogloch. Besides these lands, the Duguids 
possessed, in 1675, Auchenhuff, Wartle, Tullich, Blelak, Cornie- 
toun, and Brigs thereof, Badinley and Marywell, in the parish 
of Lumphanan, and estates in the parishes of Coull and 
Aboyne. In 1745, the representative of the family jomed the 
. forces of the Pretender ; and his mansion house was burned by 

a party of the Duke of Cumberland’s soldiers ; and the spot is 
still pointed out on the hill of Coull from which he beheld the 
progress of the flames. In 1755, the Mains of Auchenhove was 
Sold to a William Young, the other parts being sold at an 
earlier period. In 1699, Robert Duguid married Miss Terressa 
Leslie, of Balquhain, and his descendants now represent the 
ancient house of Leslie of Balquhain. The Farquharsons of 
Finzean have increased their property by the purchase of the 
lands of Auchlossan, belonging to the Rosses, and the greater 
part of Auchenhove, belonging to the Duguids. The lands 
of Kintocher have passed, by adjudication, te the family of 
Craigievar, and part of the lands of Camphill, by re-sale. The 

ede of Findrack have remained since 1670 in the family of 
Fraser. 


* Robertson’s Collections for a History of Aberdeenshire, pe 3-8. 
t Charters in possession of Francis Farquharson, Esq. of Finzean. 
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-IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Church was built in 1762, and is conveniently situated 
for the greater portion of the inhabitants. It contains 383 
sittings. The Manse was built in 1782, and was enlarged and 
repaired in 1828. The Manse and domestic offices are valued at 
£23, and the Glebe and garden at £10. Stipend: £112 17s. 3d. 
money; 51 bolls, one firlot, two pecks, eight 3-5ths lbs. of meal ; 
and one boll, one firlot, three 1-9ths pecks bear, payable by the 
fiars’ prices. The Free Church Manse, offices, and garden, are 
valned at £23. The parochial schoolmaster’s house and gar- 
den are valued at £10; and the female school teacher’s house 
and yard at £4. | 


School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 


Robert Smith, of Glenmillan, chairman; Harry Stuart, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There is but one school in the parish under the 
supervision of the Board, and 142 scholars. Population of the 
parish in 1871, 1,239. 

Parochial Registers—The earliest entry in the parochial re- 
gister was made in 1740. The proclamation of banns, and the 
income and expenditure of the Session, have, since its com- 
mencement, been regularly made. 

A library was established at Tillyching in 1814, and contains 
about 400 volumes. 

The school at Camphill, the teacher of which receives the 
et of £150, bequeathed by the late James Hunter of Dar- 
rahill 

Church Collections.—The amount of Church Collections for 
the year ended, 14th May, 1871, was £19. 15s. 84d., but only 
£3 16s. 6d. was expended by the kirk-session on the. relief 
of the poor. 

WircuEs.—_James VI, animated by a desire of extirpating 
sorcery and witchcraft from his dominions, issued, in 1596-1597, 
commissions for the purpose of “haulding justice courtis on 
witches” in Aberdeen. The trials which took place in these 
courts have been lately published by the Spalding Club. They 
are marked by features of folly and atrocity that cannot fail 
to awaken feelings of wonder and indignation at the preposter- 
ous charges brought against the parties, a large portion of 
whom were from the parish of Lumphanan ; a few specimens 
may be given :—Mr. John Ross, minister at Lumphanan, makes 
this oe concerning Agnes Fren: “Scho is indyttit to haiff 
taine t 


rie heiris out of her aivne kowe’s taill, and to haiff — 
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cuttit the sam in smal peiceis, and to haue puttine it in heir 
kowe’s trouch, quha thairefter gaiff milk and (the) nychbouris 
nane.” 

In the dittay against Margaret Og, this accusation is pre- 
pared :—*“ Thow art indyttit as a notorions witche, for the be- 
vitching of vmpuhill Agnes Ross, Lady Auchinhuiff, in maner 
folowing, to vit: The said vmpuhill Agnes, having bocht a 
showder of mutoun fra John Duged, at the mylne of Auchin- 
 huiff,in the moneth of Merche, fourscoir fyftene yeris ; and the 
said vmpuhill Agnes having brocht the said schulder to the 
houss of Beatrix Robbie thy dochter, compartner with thee in 
all thy devilische practisess, quhair the said vmpuhill Agnes 
tareit all that nicht, thow and thy dochter tuk out thrie grippis 
out of the midst of the said schulder, and causit rost the same 
upon the morne; quhilk being rosted, and the said vmpuhill 
Agnes eating thereof, she instantly contractes a deidlie disease, 

uhairn sho continowit the space of thrie quarteris of a yere, 
the ane halff of the day burning as gift it had been in a fyrie 
furnace, and the other halff of the day welting away in a cauld 
hth quhile sho at last departis this lyff. And this thow can 
nocht deny, for the said vmpuhill Agnes, immediatelie befoir 
her departure, left her dead on the, and thy said dochter.” 

“Tsabel Og, indyttit for hinging upo ane bitill in Cragtoune 
of Lumphanan, for lunding of the wind.” * 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE most ancient remains of antiquity is that of the Peel- 
Bog, which is situated in a hollow near the church. This cir- 
cular earthen mound, 46 yards in diameter, rises about 12 
feet above the level of the adjoining ground, and is surrounded 
by a moat. The course by which the water was conveyed 
from the burn of Lumphanan may still be traced, and the situa- 
tion of the drawbridge is still discernible. The sluice by which 
the water issued from the moat, was laid bare by the flood of 
1829 ; and the circumvallation by which the water was confined 
may still be traced. 

he fort of the Peel-Bog no doubt was occupied by the Dur- 
wards, who possessed extensive estates to the east and west 
of Lumphanan, in the beginuing of the 13th century; and. 
here, either for stratagetical or other purposes, they occupied 
this structure, guarded by the moat, and surrounded by the 


* Miscellany of the Spalding Club, vol. I. 
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“wode of Lunfanan,” into which Macbeth,* according to Wyn- 
ton, had been chased, during the middle of the 11th century, and 
which was used as a place of defence against warlike attacks. 

In July, 1296, Edward I. rode to Lunfanan, accompanied by 
Sir Walter de Beauchamp, Sir John de Teeyotz, Sir Thomas de 
Bignore, and many other knights and esquires, and received 
the submission of Sir John de Malvill, a copy of which, ex- 
tracted from the records preserved in her Majesty’s Exchequer, 
has been published by Sir Francis Palgrave. { | 

24 Ed. I, Submission and fealty of Sir John de Malvill— 
“Indorsed at Lunfanan, xxi. die Jul. Lra Dui John de Malevile 
qua. Ide Stowe quescitit ecclam de Glenbervy.—Lunfanan, 
xxi. Jul_—Seal lost.” 

Macsetu’s Stong.—On the farm of Cairnbady is the Brae of 
Stretum, where Macbeth, according to tradition, was wounded. 
“It was thought for ages that it was unlucky to disturb this 
stone, which was associated with the memory of the monarch 
whom the genius of Shakespeare has immortalised. The Brae 
of Stretum has, however, been successfully cultivated by the 
tenant of Cairnbady ; and nothing now remains to distinguish 
it from the surrounding ground, but Macbeth’s stone.” § 

On the Perk Hill, about a mile north from the church, is 
Macbeth’s cairn. The writer of the Statistical Account of the 
parish, 1793, says, that it “is 40 yards in circumference, and 
rises pretty high up in the middle,” but is now only a little 
elevated above the field which surrounds it. All over this part of 
the Perk Hill there are several smaller cairns, especially to the 
north of the larger cairn, where stone axes, sword blades, and 
other memorials of warfare have been found, and which mark 
the fate of the monarch and his diminished forces. 

“ At the foot of the hill of Corse is an earthen rampart, 230 
yards long. At the foot of Mil-mahd, and exactly opposite to it, 


at the distance of a quarter of a mile, there is another bulwark -- 


of similar character.” As implements of war have been found 


* **The conjecture of Dalrymple, that Macbeth sought an asylum in the Peel 
Bog, is neither probable nor consistent with the narrative of Wyntown.”— 
Statistical Account of Lumphanan, 1843. 

+ Among the Finzean charters, there are some papers relative to the Peel Bog. 
In 1657, Patrick Irvine obtained from Oliver, Lord Protector, a precept under 
the Great Seal respecting the lands of Craigtown of Lumphanan, Halten Peill, 
and Colliescroft. And among the estates entailed, in 1790, by the Trustees of 
Francis Farquharson, Esq. of Finzean, were included, ‘‘ All and haill the lands 
of Halten, with the Peill and manour-place thereof, houses, biggings, yards, and 
orchards of the said lands of Halten.”—Statistical Account of Lumphanan, 1843. 

+ Documents and records illustrating the History of Scotland, preserved in 
the Treasury of Her age fe Exchequer. Collected and edited by Sir Francis — 
Palgrave, K.H., 1837, vol. [., p. 177. 

§ Statistical Account of Lumphanan, 1843. 
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in the intervening space, and in the neighbourhood, may not 
the conjecture be hazarded, that behind these entrenchments 
hostile forces were stationed ? 

On the estate of Cloak, now called Glenmillan, there was 
lately found some copper rings, apparently designed for the 
ankles or arms. They have been saveated in the Museum of 
the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland. * 

THE Hourr.—At a remote period of Scottish history, the 
Houtf was a place of strength ;+ the traces of ancient buildings 
here are still visible; and very little labour would be necessary to 
complete the moat by which it was surrounded, and fill it with 
water. The tradition of the country is, that one of the lairds - 
(a Duguid of Auchenhove), to prevent the necessity of his 
body being carried, after his death, through the lands of Auch- 
lossan, erected, on his own ground, a place of sepulture for 
himself and family. 
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PARISH OF MELDRUM. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 

THE name of this parish is from the Gaelic, Meall-drvum, or 
droma, which signifies “ the hill of the ridge.” The lands of 
Meldrum gave the surname and title to Baron Meldrum of 
Bethelnie, who had charters from King Robert Bruce and Kin 
David II. The ancient name of the parish was Bethelnie, an 
in “ Spalding’s History of the Troubles and Memorable Trans- 
actions in Scotland,” Bethelnie is said to be derived from the 
Hebrew word Bethelnou, signifying “ House of our God.” 
The site of the old church of Bethelnie, and the place of inter- 
ment, remains, and the farm on which the manse stood still 
goes under the name of the Old Kirk. 


Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by Fyvie, and on the east by 
Tarves; on the south by Bourtie, and on the west by Daviot 
and part of Fyvie. 

* Robertson’s Collections for a History of Aberdeenshire. 


s Auch, signifying a field, an, of, hove, huiff, houff, or hufe, a hall or burial 
place. . 
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7 Extent. 

The greatest length of the parish, in a direct line from 
south-east to north-west, is 62 miles ; and the daar breadth, 
from north-east to south-west, is 33 miles, The whole area is 
computed to be 8,111 acres, 357 dees. 

Topography. 

The principal portion of the parish occupies the ridge of 
hills which divides the country, as between the districts of 
Formartine and the Garioch, running from south-east to north- 
west, and the northern ridge is that of Bethelnie (803 feet) 
and Tulloch ; the southern Deing the table land of Old Mel- 
drum, with the western ridges of Ardconnon and Balcairn, 
which overlook the lower part of the Garioch; the eastern 
hills of Hillhead and Foresterhill, overlooking the Formartine 
district. The 16th mile stone, on the Aberdeen road, is 407 
feet above sea level ; the Square, in the town of Old Meldrum, 
is 378 feet, the railway station is 285 feet, and the church 
is 444 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Sorls. 


Limestone rock traverses the lower parts of the eastern divi- 
sion between this parish and Tarves, and has been successfully 
wrought close upon the boundary line. Hornblende rock* is 
found in detached masses in the central division, along with 
whinstone and a slaty gneiss on Balcairn, and rock crystal is 
found on the Corc-hill of Bethelnie. 

Soils—The soil, eed on the east and southern divi- 
sions, is of a strong loam, resting either upon clay, and gravelly 
clay subsoils. That upon Balcairn and Bethelnie is also strong 
loam, resting upon slaty rock and coarse gravel ; while that on 
the higher portions of the north and north-east divisions is 
composed oft moorish soil, clay, and gravel on worn-out moss. 

Hydrography. 

There are no streams of any importance connected with the 
parish, the principal being the burn of Barra, which divides 
the parish with Bourtie on the south; and the burn of Balcairn, 
which divides it from Fyvie and Daviot on the west. On the 


* “ Between Old Rayne and Meldrum the common granite passes, by im- 
perceptible transitions, to dark dioritic bc and this to a uniform mix- 
ture, not distinguishable from basalt. But the identity does not cease even 
here, since in many places it passes in the same uninterrupted manner into a 
soft claystone, with a schistose tendency on exposure, in no respect differing 
from those on the trap islands on the western coast. In these varieties, quartz 
is so rare, that it may be neglected, whilst the mica is altogether wanting— 
on et and hornblende, in various proportions, composing the entire rock.” — 
Nichol’s Geology, p. 146. 
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eastern division of the parish there are several streams, and in 
the lower grounds, generally, there is no want of springs ; but 
in the higher central division there is a want of spring water 
for domestic purposes. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 

The chief plantations are those around Meldrum House, 
and those around the house of Tulloch. Those around Meldrum 
House closely adjoin the town,and are composed of every variety 
of forest tree suitable to the soil and the climate. The larger 
outlying plantations, which are well disposed of for shelter, are 
composed of Scots firs and larch, suitably mixed with spruce and 
some hardwood trees, enclosed by hedgerows of beech and thorn, 
the former kind of hedges prevailing. In the grounds of 
Meldrum there are some very large beech trees, especially one in 
front of the house, whose trunk measures 11 feet 8 inches in 

irth, and its branches cover an area of about 5,000 square 
eet. The plantations on Tulloch occupy the lower ridges and 
eastern slopes of the north division of the parish, and are 
chiefly young trees in the neighbourhood of the mansion, with 
some thriving beech hedges along the Turriff road. In the 
valley westward of the town, and upon Ardconnon, Balcairn, 
and Bethelnic, the land is chiefly subdivided by thorn hedges, 
which gives the country a warm and sheltered appearance. 
At the old Inn at Pascock there is a venerable ash tree, which 
is frequently mentioned in “Spalding’s History of the Troubles,” 
as being a place much resorted to on the king’s highway from 
Aberdeen to Banff. 

Botany.—The botanical productions of this parish are such 
as are found in the neighbouring parishes. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £5 £20 £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. . and under £20, and under £10. 
25 
And 7 Ree of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
verges or rent of land in the parish of Meldrum, year 


712-73, : : : : , ; ‘ ; . £7,537 7 6 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and 

Woodlands, . ‘ . ; ‘ : : : ; 421 12 6 

Do. Shvotings, where let, : , : ‘ ; : 10 0 0 
Do. Mills and Market Customs, ; P é ; , 27 9 2 
Do. Houses and Land, under £4 of yearly rent, .. F 39 6 ll 
Do. | Houses and Lands in the Town of Old Meldrum, . 4,281 4 9 
Do. Old Meldrum Railway, ; . , : 248 0 0 


Total value, , i ; ; . £12,560 19 10 
tet cB 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 
William Kilgour, Esq. of Tulloch. 
The Trustees of the late John Leith of Balcairn. 
Edward James Lumsden, Esq. of Bethelnie. 
Alexander Manson, Esq. of Kilblean. 
Ltr ca Colcleugh Urquhart, Esq. of Meldrum. 
The Aberdeen Asylum for the Blind, Little Kilblean. 
James Manson, Esq., Bank Agent. 
The Old Meldrum Railway Company. 


And 161 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming—The usual duration of farming leases extend to 
19 years, and the rotation of cropping which is most common 
is the fifth-shift course. — 

Houses.—On some of the larger farms the houses are com- 
modious and all slated, with thrashing machines, some of which 
are propelled by steam power. On the smaller farms the 
houses are in general commodious, but not so well adapted for — 
the system of husbandry as are those of the larger, being of an 
inferior description, with a good many thatched roofs. 

Live Stock—The Aberdeenshire breed of cattle form the 
breeding stock of cattle, with shorthorned bulls for crossing. 
On some of the farms a small stock of sheep are wintered, and 
they are chiefly of the native breeds. 

Dravnage, and the Reclamation of Waste Lands.—On some 
of the larger farms extensive improvements have been carried 
out in draining, and, generally, on the higher lying exposed 
places, the improvement of waste land has been carried as far 
as the circumstances of the case would seem to warrant. 
Better it would have been for the shelter of the country that 
some of the land had been enclosed and planted. 

Enclosures.—They are numerous, ad of various descrip- 
tions. On the east and west divisions there are some consider- 
able extent of stone fences, and hedges, chiefly of thorn, which 
have succeeded remarkably well. In the central parts the 
fences are of a mixed kind, a good many are earthen mounds, 
with some thriving mixed hedges of beech and thorn, of a very 
' ornamental description. | 
| Mansion Houses. 

The Mansion House of Meldrum is a large modern building, 
in the Grecian style of architecture. It is built of the horn- 
blendic rock found in the neighbourhood. The Mansion House 
of Tulloch is a small modern residence, built in the cottage 
style of architecture; and the Manse is a superior building of 
its kind, and stands in the outskirts of the town of Old 
Meldrum. 


INNS AND ALEHOUSES. _ 969 


Roads. 

The old highway from Aberdeen to Banff passes through 
the town and the parish, from south to north, for about five 
miles. The Newburgh and Sheelagreen road passes through 
the parish from east to west. The Terminus of the Old Mel- 
drum Railway is close upon the west side of the town, and 22 
miles from Aberdeerh the distance by road being only about 
174 miles. 

O_p MeLpRum.—Old Meldrum was erected, by charter, into 
a burgh of barony in the year 1672. According to the “ View 
of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” it “ has two cross streets, one 
lying from west to east, another from south to north; has a 
considerable number of good stone sclated houses ; has a con- — 
venient mercat place, with a tolbooth. In this is kept an 


excellent weekly mercate, with several yearly fairs. It depends 


upon the laird of Meldrum, its superior.” Such isa description 
given of the village of Old Meldrum in 1724. According to 
the Statistical Account of 1794, the population was 783; and 
by the Statistical Account (1840), the population was about 
1,000; and according to the census of 1871, the population 
was 1,535. The boundary is without ascertained limits. There 
is a right of common property belonging to the feuars, which 
is valued at £10 a-year. 

Gas was introduced by a joint-stock company about 20 years 
ago, and water was introduced from some springs in the neigh- 
bouring parish of Bourtie (a distance of about 14 miles), which 
supplies the lower parts of the town. 

There are two bank agencies, viz., the Town and County, 
and the North of Scotland Banks. A Mechanics’ Institution 
was established in 1852, and connected with the Institution is 
a reading-room, open every lawful day from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; 
also a library of 900 volumes, and the books are given out 
every Tuesday, from 8 to 9 p.m. 


Markets. 

- Markets are held for the sale of cattle and grain, on the 9th 
and 30th January; the 20th February; the 12th March; the 
2nd and 28rd April; the 14th and 26th May; the 4th and 
25th June; the 10th July; the 6th and 27th August; the 17th 
September; the 8th and 29th October; the 19th, and the 
Monday before the 22nd November; and on the 10th and 31st 
of December. 

| Inns antl Alehouses. 
There are two inns,and numerous alehouses licensed for sale 
of malt liquors on the premises. The Glengarioch distillery 
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has long been established, and justly famed for the purity of 
malt whisky it produces. There is also a small brewery. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 7 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF MELDRUM, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rn MAY, 1871. 

Receipts from Assessments, : ; . ; ; ; . £503 11 104 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; 716 1 





Total receipts, . £511 7 114 
aS 


Expenditure. 


Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . i £391 13 23 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ , : : 016 4 
Medical Relief, . ; : ‘ : ‘ : 30 18 104 
Management, . : ; : : ‘ : 61 7 4 
Law Expenses, . : ‘ : ‘ ; 2 1 0 
On Buildings not authorised, . : : ; 1217 7 
Balance in hand, . : : : 1113 73 








| Hl 7G 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141tu MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


receive relief, Casual Poor. 


Relieved during the year. 




















Pepieuan fee ee Fatuous 
n ee or 
1861. Depend-| Revis- Depend-| Other Ipepend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. Ati ay ania Gout aks. 
2,343 | 19 | 36 | 55 | 35 5 4 1 0 4 


ee nememrem 


The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are three 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. 


Receipts from Assessments, : : ‘ ‘ ‘ . £11 610 
Expenditure on Water Supply, . ; ; . . £010 6 
Do. on other purposes, . ; ; , 1411 44 
Do. on other purposes, including Salaries, . 15 14 104 
—_——__-—— £29 16 9 


Il.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“ MELDRUM, a castle and court, possessed formerly by the Mel- 
drums of that Ik, till William Seton (brother to Alexander, 
first Earl of Huntley, and son to the heiress of Gordon) married 
Elizabeth, daughter and heiress'to William Meldrum of that 
Ilk, under King James I. The Setons of Meldrum had great 
estates, possessing a great part of this and Fyvie parish; but 
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in A.D. MDCLXX., John Urquhart of Craigfintry (Craigston), 
and formerly Tutor of Cromarty (being son to Sin Alexander 
Urquhart of Cromarty), married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress 
of Alexander Seton of Meldrum; and so the Urquharts possess 


Meldrum at this day, though the estate be very much dimin- 
ished.” * 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THe Church and Manse were removed from Bethelnie to Old 
Meldrum about the year 1684. At Bethelnie there is still a 
place of interment, and several parties have their burying- 
ground in it. The sepulchral vault belonging to the proprie- 
tors of Meldrum is still there; and at Chapelhouse there is a 

lace of interment, with the remains of a small Chapel, said to 

ave been built during the time the Roman Catholic religion 
was the established religion in this country. “The baptismal 
font (or what tradition declares to be such) remains, and a 
well, enclosed with rude mason work, which we are given to 
understand, from the same source, was formerly dedicated to 
the Virgin ; it is called, to this day, the Lady Well.” + 

The Church is, upon the whole, centrically situated for the 
population, and it had been originally chosen for. the accom- 
modation of the people of Old Meldrum, which now contains 
about two-thirds of the whole inhabitants of the parish. It 
affords accommodation to about 700 persons; but it is too 
small for the parish. The Manse was built in 1710; a small 
addition was made in 1813, and a larger was made in the year 
1829; it is now a most comfortable residence. It 1s valued, 
along with the domestic offices, at £25; and the Glebe and 
garien, at £24 a-year. Stipend in 1837: meal, 132 bolls; 

arley, 182 bolls; payable at fiars’ vrices; with £8 6s. 8d. 
money. Unappropriated teinds, £40 17s. 5d. The Parsonage, 
offices, and garden, are valued at £15; and the U.P. Manse, 
offices, and garden, are valued at £16 a-year. The schoolmas- 
ter’s garden is valued at £2 2s. 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
James Manson, chairman; Rev. Wm. Yonng Moir, clerk and 
treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £ Bible and Catechism 
taught. There is only one school under the supervision of the 
Board in the parish, with male and female teachers, and 170 
scholars. Population 1871, 2,330. 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. Spalding Club. 
+ Statistical Account of Meldrum, 1840. 
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IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


_ Asout half a mile from the ruins of the chapel-house already 
alluded to, there was found by some labourers employed in 
‘repairing a road,some years ago (1837),a rude enclosure of stones 
- about 3} feet under ground ; two long stones formed the sides, 
and two short ones the ends of the enclosure, and the whole 
was covered by one large stone. The space enclosed was four 
feet by two feet six inches, and it contained an earthern urn, a 
human scull, and some bones of the extremities. Two urns of 
a similar nature were discovered in the same neighbourhood, 
not enclosed by stones, but deposited under a rough pavement. 
Until lately, there were the remains of an encampment on the 
farm of Bethelnie, which has now been levelled to the ground. ° 
The encampment is said to have been a small one, and could 
only have given lodgment to a detached portion of troops. 


PARISH OF METHLICK. 





PRESBYTERY OF ELLON—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 

THE old spellings of the name of this parish are Methelak, 
Methlayky, Mythlik, and Methlik, now it is Methlick. The 
prefix Meth is evidently a corruption of the Gaelie word Magh, 
signifying a plain, which may be at the bottom of a ridge, or on 
the top of a hill, and a-lich would signify flag stones; the name 


would, therefore, be in Gaelic, Magh-a-lich, the plain, or “ field ~- 


of the flag stones.” The name, says the author of the Statisti- 
cal Account of the parish, 1842, is derived from two Gaelic 
words, which signify the “ vale of honey,” but he does not give 
the words from which he derives the name. 


Boundaries. i 
The parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of Mon- 
quhitter and New Deer ; on the east. by New Deer and Tarves ; 
on the south by Tarves; and on the west by Fyvie. <A de- 
tached portion of the parish lies on the left bank of the Ythan, 
and is Wounded by that river on the south, the Ebrie on the. 
east, and by the parish of Tarves on the west and north. 
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Keatent. 


The distance from Keithfield, on the Tarves boundary, in the 
south; to the Myre of Bedlam, in New Deer on the north, is 
seven miles in a direct line; and the distance from the Tang- 
land ford on the east, to the Fyvie boundary on the west, in a- 
direct line, is 44 miles. The area of the principal division of 
the parish is 14,4202 acres; that of the acted portion is 
about 492 acres ; together, 14,912? acres. 


Topography. 

The south-east division of the parish is but slightly undulat- 
ing, and that of the south-west is rather more so. The nor- 
thern division—that which lies to the north of the Ythan—is 
hilly, rising from the river into the hills of Balquhindachy on 
the west, and Belnagoak, 'the latter of which is 560 feet above 
sea level. The lowest point in the parish proper is at the 
Tangland ford, and the highest about 63 feet above sea level, 
and 12 miles two furlongs from the sea by the course of the 
river. The highest point of the river is at Haddo (17 miles 
six furlongs), and is 97 feet. The church of Methlick is 87 
feet, and Haddo House is 177 feet six inches above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. : 


The rocks which prevail are gneiss, of a slaty structure, and 
syenite, or trap, with a considerable mixture of hornblende in it. 
Limestone was at one time wrought at Inverebrie, on the 
detached portion of the parish, but the workings have long ago 
been given up. 

On the hills of Belnagoak, Balquhindachy, and Cairn-orrie, 
there are many large cairns of stones; and on the farm of 
Toukston, there is a very large one, which bears the name of 
the “King of Denmark’s Cairn,” of which there is no reliable 
tradition. A farm near this last-named spot bears the name of 
“Cairns.” Along the lower course of the Black Water, by 
Ardo, and northward by Balquhindachy, there are large quan- 
tities of stones and debris deposited there, as if by the action 
of water at some remote period of our earth’s history. 

Sovls.—Yellow loam, on rock and gravel, runs along both 
sides of the valley of the Ythan, and extends therefrom for 
upwards of a mile. Ascending the higher ground to the north, 
the soil becomes poorer, and is principally composed of black 
soil, mixed with apap rock The soils along the south 
and western divisions is a light loam, such as is usually found 

upon the trap formation, and is moderately fertile. 
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Hydrography. 

The Ythan intersects the parish from west to east, and has 
a course of about 5} miles, following the sinuosities of the 
stream. The burn of Kelly bounds it for a distance of about 
44 miles on the south. The water of Gight, or the Black 
Water, bounds the parish with Fyvie and Monquhitter on the 
west, for a distance of about three miles. The burn of Tang- 
land ford bounds the parish on the east for about 24 miles ; 
and the water of Ebrie bounds the detached portion, also on the 
cast, for a distance of about 14 miles. Besides these bounding 
and intersecting streams, there are many small streams which 
intersect the parish, and numerous perennial springs, affording 
the most abundant water supplies for agricu tural and other 
purposes. About two miles north-west of the church, and in the ~- 
“Den of Ardo,” there is a spring which at one cime was visited 
by many from different parts of the country, in consequence of 
the supposed salubrity of its waters. The water has been fre- 
quently subjected to chemical analysis; but it has not been 
found to contain any saline impregnations of any importance.* 
There are two artificial lakes within the policies of Haddo 


“St. Devenick is the tutelar saint of the parish. ‘‘In the Den of Ardo 
there flows a tiny rill, as pure and clear as crystal, which has its source in a 
spring sacred to St. Devenick. This well was supposed to possess ha healing 
ahaa and was carefully, though rudely, built in to protect it. It was much 

requented in former times ; either some medicinal qualities, which there can 

be little doubt the spring possesses, or the faith in the good offices of the patron 
saint, were said to have brought nnmbers to this liquid shrine. But ‘Saint 
De’nick’s Well’ is now both deserted and neglected.” 


‘* In simple times, when simple folk 
Had faith in simple spell, 
How many sought thy healing spring, 
O good St. De’nick’s Well. 


Saint De’nick’s waters still give back 
The sparkling rays of noon ; 

But who believes their mystic power, 
Or craves the mystic boon ? 


No more revered is Methlic’s saint, 
Nor sought sweet Ardo’s vale ; 
No trusting pilgrim comes to drink, 

Nor whisper forth his tale. 


For now the folks so wise are grown, 
They mock at holy rill ; 

And, scoffing at the simple creed, 
They—pay the doctor’s bill ! 


But though they buy their nostrums dear, 
In whispers let me tell— 
That, perhaps as happy cures were wrought 
At good St. De’nick’s Well !” 
—Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, pp. 248, 249. 
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House, called the upper and lower lakes. The latter is wholly 
in the parish of Methlick, and the one half of the former is in 
the parish of Tarves. Together they contain about 40 acres, 
and are beautifully embosomed in wood. They are well stocked 
with native water fowl of various descriptions, swans, and Cana- 
dian geese. | 

Fishing.—The Ythan affords salmon, and abundance of trout 
of various kinds. At one time it was famous for its pearl fish- 
ing; and tradition says that one of the crown jewels was found 
at the mouth of the water of Kelly. It was fished out of the 
river by a person of the name of Jamieson, and presented to 
King James VI., in 1620, by Sir Thomas Menzies, of Cults ; 
and in the language of Skene, in his Succinct View of Aber- 
deen, published in 1685, appears to have been, “ for beauty and 
bigness, the best that was at any time found in Scotland.”* 


Arboriculture and Botany. 

The extent of land within the policies of Haddo House, 
which was planted in 1803, was only 237 acres ; now there are 
nearly 1,100 acres ; and in the other parts of the parish there 
are at least 2,000 acres growing timber. The trees consist of 
Scots fir and larch, mixed, but chiefly Scots fir in the Haddo 
House division, which, although fairly grown trees, are of an 
inferior quality. On the north side of the river, and along the 
braes of Chapelton, Auchincruive, and the Black Water, in the 
plantations there is a larger mixture of larch, and all are 
pretty well disposed of for shelter. 

In the private grounds of Haddo House there are some 
beautiful old ash and other hardwood trees, limes, and larch ; 
and here the stone pine appears to be naturalised to the country. 

Botany—Among some of the rarer plants which are to be 
found are— 


Agrimonia Eupatoria—Common Agrimony. Anchusa sempervirens—Evergreen 
Alkanet. 

Borago officinalis—Common Borage. Botrychium lunaria—Common Moonwort. 

Bromus asper—-Hairy Wood, Brome-grass. Chrysosplenium alternifolium— 
Alternate-leaved Golden Saxifrage. 

Circeaa lutetiana—Common Enchanter’s Night-shade. Festuca bromoides— 
Barren Fescue. 

Galium witheringii—White Water Bed-straw. Genista anglica—Needle Green- 
wood, Petty Whin. 

Geranium lucidum—Shining Cranes-bill. Geranium Robertianwm—Herb Robert. 

Geranium sylvaticum—Wood Cranes-bill. Gnaphalium sylvaticum—Highland 
Cudweed. 

Habenaria viridis—Green Habenaria. Hippuris vulgaris—Mare’s Tail. 

shes Communis—Common Juniper. Listera cordata—Heart-leaved Tway- 

e. 


* Statistical Account of Methlick, 1842. 
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Lysinachia nemorum—Yellow Pimpernell. Menyanthes trifoliata — Common 
Buck-bean, — 

Myosotis palustris—Forgot-me-not. Myrica Gale (Sweet Gale)—Dutch Myrtle. 

Plantago maritima—Seaside Plantain. Pyrola rotundifolia — Round-leaved 
Winter Green. 

Trientalis Huropea—European Chickweed. Viola palustris—Marsh Violet. 

Vaccinium vitis-idea—Red Whortle Berry, Cow Berry. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form :-— 

No. at ee above No. at as above No. atand above No. atandabove No. at and above 


f £20 £10 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50, and under £20. and under £10. 
19 20 42 54 59 
And 25 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Methlick, year 1872-73, £7,582 17 9 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wvod- 
lands, . : : : . : ; ‘ , 866 0 0 
Do. Fishingsin the Ythan, . ; ; : ‘ 15 0 0 
Do. Mills, ; j ‘ : ‘ ; : : ; 710 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £5 of yearly rent, ; ; 131 0 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . . 97 0 0 
Total value, . : ‘ ; ; . £8,699 7 9 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 

exceed £100 sterling, are— 
The Right Honourable The Earl of Aberdeen. 
And 5 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 

Farming. — Leases are usually granted for 19 years, and 
the fifth-shift course of cropping 1s now the most common. 
The rents are all paid in money. There are now paying rents 
to the proprietor, 219 tenants, of whom 19 pay upwards of 
£100 ; in 1842, there were 206 tenants, and only five who paid 
£100 and upwards. | 

The farm-houses on the larger class of farms are all slated, 
and have thrashing-mills attached, while that of the crofters,- 
ranging up to £20 rent, have mostly thatched roofs. Most of 
the farms are substantially enclosed by stone dykes, and the 
enclosures are generally well watered, as most of them, especi- 
ally in the valley of the Ythan, are well sheltered by the woods 
and plantations of Haddo House and Methlick ; and the braes 
of Gight, the lower parts of the Black Water, and of Auchin- 
cruive, and Chapelton. 7 

Live Stock.—Cattle stock have been for many years a mixture 
of the pure native or Buchan breed and shocthorn Crosses, — 
which are found to be suitable to the district. A stock of sheep, 
consisting of Cheviots and black-faced breeds, were at one time 
kept in the grounds of Haddo House, but latterly they have 
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been given up, and the ground let, usually for grazing cattle 
and sheep. 
: | Mansion Houses. © 

Haddo House is the only residential mansion in the parish. 
_ It was built from designs by John Baxter, Esq., architect, Edin- 
burgh, in the beginning of the 18th century. “The Palladian 
was his favourite style, of which Haddo House is a fair speci- 
men.” It is situated on the right bank of the Ythan, in well- 
- wooded grounds, and has a deer-park in its immediate vicinity. 


Roads. 

North of the river, the chief leading roads are Tangland ford 
and Auchnagat road,the Methlick and New Deer road; and their 
continuations southwards to Old Meldrum, Tarves, and Aber- 
deen. A line of road intersects the parish, running along the 
Ythan, from Tangland ford to the braes of Gight and Wood- 
head of Fyvie, which opens up the country with Ellon on the 
east, and fyvie on the west. e Old Meldrum Railway Station 
is about seven miles from the church, and it is 22 miles from 
Aberdeen. The Ellon Station is about the same distance—seven 
miles—and it is 194 miles from Aberdeen. The Udny Station is 
about 10 miles from the church, and it is only 144 miles from 
_ Aberdeen. 

Markets and Favrs. 
_ Two markets are held, chiefly for hiring; one is held on the 
Thursday after 11th of May, and one on the Wednesday after 
the 18th of November, being called St. Denick’s fair, which is 
of great antiquity. 
Inns and Alchouses. 

There are three alehouses and ‘several spirit shops licensed 

for the sale of spirits, not to be consumed on the premises. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF METHLICK, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4ty MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ; ; . £556 0 0 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . . : 2213 2 
Total receipts, ; ‘ ; ; ; . £578 13 2 
, EHapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £451 4 2 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ ‘ ; ‘ ; 215 0 
Medical Relief, . Si OR P : : ; 2015 4 
Management, . , ‘ d ; é ; 62 14 14 
n Buildings, being authorised, . a ee 31 7 2 
. To Balance, : : ‘ 917 43 


See aes, £578 18°.9 
EE 
oJ 
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ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 


PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14Tx MAY, 1871, AND OF THE _ 


POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. D rosie wale. | Casual Poor. 
Fopuiston pbeotas 
o - Other 
1861, Depend-| 2¢8is- | Depend- Depend- | Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. erg a na Poth anita: 


ee eed ed en en! inmmemmeemeent epmmmemmmmmemnttn Conenmenmanentl 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 88 and 34; and there are three elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. 


I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Tue Raid of Kellie,* A.D. 1644.—“Sir Alexander Irvine of 
Drum, Sheritf Principal of Aberdeen, is charged, with others, 
to take Sir John Gordon of Haddo, and he marches out: of 
Aberdeen with a company, and goes to the Green of Udny, 
where he meets with Ke lairds of Pittodrie, Monymusk, Echt, 
Fedderet, Udny, Skene, and divers utheris barronis :—They 
go to consultation, and sendis befoir thame the Schirreff Deput, 
with Johne Spens, Rothsay Herald, and tua notaris, with com- 
missioun to charge, see as wes within, to rander the hous in 
the kingis name. And the Schireff follouit with his company. 
Conforme to the quhilk commissioun, thay went forduard, and 
chargit them within, being about fourtie men, to rander the 
hous, being bot a lauche bigging, quhairin Haddoche duelt. 
It wes ansuerit, This hous pertenit not to Haddoche, bot to 
his sone, to whom he had disposeit the samen. Then thay 


chargit thame to mak oppin yetis, reel thay micht serce,; 
] 


seik, tak, and apprehend that rebell, the Laird of Haddoche. 
Thay ansuerit, He wes not within; and, for thair better assu- 
reans, thay keist wp the yettis and durris, and sufferit: none to 
enter bot the Schirreff Deput, Rothsay Herald, and twa notaris. 
Thay maid a bussines in serching the houssis, bot missing him, 
thay took instrumentis in the noteris handis upone thair 
diligens, Thairefter thay drunk kyndlie, and pairtit in peace, 
and cam to the Schirreff 
besyde, and told what thay had done. 


“Tn the mein tyme thair wes schot fra the Place of Kelly, 


and his complices, standing hard. 


’ 


hard at thair heilles, ten or tuelf hagbutis of found, quhilk — 


* From the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen.” 
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fleyit all thir people, and scatterit thame sae that ilk took the 
get, returning hame, but more ado. 

“Tt was said Haddoche himself, with about fortie hors, wes 
ying nerr hand, at the bak of ane know, beholding the sport, 
bot kythit not that day. 

“The Schirretf, seing thir men brak rankis at the schot of the 
hagbutis of found, resolvit to go no forder on, bot to wriet to 
the Kstaites, and schaw his diligens, as indeed he did. And 
so this mater ceasit. 

“The segeing of Hous of Haddoche, callit Kelly,* A.D. 1644.” 

Another account says, that “ Upon Mononday, the 6th May, 
the army (foot and hors, Hicland and Lawland men, and Irish . 
regiment, estimate, bag and baggage, to be about sex thousand 
men), marched frae Chrystes Grein of Wdny towards the Place 
of Kelly, whairon thair was no roofe, bot the wallis stronglie 
built, standing on volt; for the laird duelt in launch bigging 
besyde the hous, and had fortefeit the wallis with faill, quhairby 
men might stand and defend the hous. 

“The laird with some friends were within, and the house was 
well furnished ;” but he caused “brune wp his awin stables, 
barnes, byres, and uther lauche biggings, lest the same sould 
be ane scous or refuge to his enemeis; and, at thair approche, 
schot divers hagbutis of found and muscates to hold thame af ; 
who wes also attending the cuming of the Marquis of Argile 
and Erll Marischall, who cam from Inverurie to Kelly, accom- 
pee with the Lord Gordoun, the Lord Fraser, the Master of 

orbes, and divers uther barronis, leaving his regiment of 
Irishes lying at Inverurie.” 
_, The Marquis of Argyle, seeing that this house could not be 

won “bot with effusion of much blood,” summoned its surren- 
der, and all that would willingly come out and yield should 
“have conditionis of their lives and goadis; and thay who 
would stand out, should have no mercie.” Haddo, in his great 
extremity, goes to council, and could not show his men any 
_ way to obtain relief from another army coming to their assist- 
ance, “bot at last must yield.” 

“The laird of Haddoche, now, out of tyme, findis his awin 
folie, and hastilie hingis out ane signe of parlie, and callis for 


* “The Laird of Haddo,” writes Bishop Guthry, ‘‘ with Captain Logie 
(the son of a learned minister, that for his loyalty was twice deposed), with 
some soldiers, did betake himself to the Castle of Haddo, and fortified it so, 
that it might have endured Argyle’s fury. But he, coming before it, went 
more erattily to work, by offering fair quarters to the soldiers, and all others . 
within the house, except to the Laird himself and Captain Logie. Upon which 
they embraced the conditions, and having first bound with fetters the Laird 
and the Captain, they did cast open the gates to Argyle,” &c, 
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his young cheif, the Lord Gordoun, to whome he offeris to ran- 

der his hous, upone conditionne that himself, his men, and 
souldiouris within the samen, sould be saif in thair lives, landis, 
and goodis; whiche the Lord Gordoun could not get grantit.” 
These conditions he sent to the Earl of Marischall, who “ plain- 
lie refusit, and the maist that was grantit, was, that he sould 
rander his hous, cum out with himself and his men to the 
Marquis of Argile, and lordis and captanes of the army, and 
humelie submit themselffis, lyf, landis, and goodis, in the will . 
of the Estaites, and ordour of the army. This wes the maist — 
the Erel Mereschall could wirk. The Laird of Haddoche yieldis 
to the Erel Marschall, being his blood freind, and laitlie cum 
of his hous,* upone thir conditionis, bot not to his young 
cheif, who offerit the same conditionis, quhairat he tuke sum 
exception, as wes thocht.” 

“The Laird of Haddo then came out and all his soldiers. 
They then sent in 36 soldiers to keep the Place of Kelly, which 
they found well furnished with meat and drink, whereon they 
fed lustily.” Stately as was the plenishing of this house, 
and pleasant yards and plantings about the same, the soldiers 
“brak lous, and byrnis wp the haill tennentis biggings of 
Mekill Kelly, for the maist pairt, the bigging of Overhill, — 
and sum biggings of Thornehill ; and uther bigging thay nixt 
tuk doun the tymber, and maid huttis thairof, and lykeuaies 
brak doun and cuttit the pleasant planting to be nuttis; and 
distroyit the grein growing hedges out at the ground. Thay 
enterit to the haill bestiall, nolt, scheip, ky, pertening to the 
laird on his maynes, and to his tenentis, quhairever thay could 
be found, eit and destroyit wp all. The Erel Marschall himself 
mellit with fyve or sex saddil horsis of good worth, pertening 
to the Laird of Haddoche. His haill armes within the hous, 
quhairof thair wes plentie, wes pluckit wp and plunderit.” _ 

Spalding says, that “ Ye hard, befoir, how the Place of Kelly, 
and the Place of Geicht, war bothe randerit. Thair was sum 
bigging brynt to the tennentis about Kelly, becaus the laird, 
for his awin defens, had byrnt wp sum of his awin barnes and 
byres. He had sex young children within the Place of Kelly, 
which, when it was randerit, was all put to the .yet, saif and 
sound. Freindis took thrie of them, and uther thrie wes sent. 
into Old Abirdeen, for lerning at the scoollis, bot had not ane— 
penny of thair fatheris estait bestouit upone tHame.” | 

'* “ By descent on the female side, Sir John Gordon of Haddo was the grand- 
~ gon of the-Lady Jane Keith (fourth daughter of William Lord Keith, and Master ns 
of Marischal), sister of George, fifth Karl Marischal (the founder of Marischal : 


College and University), who was the grandfather of the Earl spoken of in the 
text, William, seventh Earl Marischal.”— View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. . 
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IIY.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 
MeTHLICK hath for its tutelar Saint Devenick.* It had two 
Chapels; one at Chapelton, belonging to the Grays of Shivas, 
near which is the Chapel Well, and one at Andet,+ dedi- 
cated to St. Ninian. 

The present Church stands upon the south bank of the 
Ythan, in a convenient situation for the greater portion of the 
parishioners, It was repaired in 1846, and may contain about 
600 persons. The Manse and domestic offices are valued at 
£30 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £10. Stipend: £80 
in money; 64 bolls of meal, and 64 bolls of bear, payable by 
the fiars’ prices of the County. The Free Church Manse, gar- 
den, and offices, are valued at £18; the parish schoelmaster’s 
house and garden, at £15 ; the Inverebrie schoolmaster’s house 
at £10; and the female school teacher’s house at Methlick, at 
£14. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
The Right Honourable The Earl of Aberdeen, chairman ; James 
Stephen, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 6d. per £. Bible 
and Catechism taught. There are four schools in the parish 
under the supervision of the Board. At the Methlick public 
school there are 87 scholars; at the female school there are 
93; at the Cairnorrie there are 44; and at the Inverebrie 
school there are 66. Total, 290. Population, 1871, 2,084. 

Parochial Registers—The oldest register of Church discip- 
line and accounts of the poor’s funds, commences in 1688, 
and, with the exception of the years from 1689 to 1703, and 
from 1726 to 1729, is complete till the present day. The ear- 
liest date of the baptismal record is 1663 ; but it has not been . 
regularly kept. The register of marriages has been regularly 
kept for many years. 

ortifications.—Dr. Charles Maitland mortified £333 6s. 8d. 
for the behoof of the poor of his native parish. — 

* «Dr, Alexander Anderson, the last rector of Methlick, and principal of 
_ King’s College, before the Reformation, together with certain of his colleagues 
in the Church and University of Aberdeen, held a public disputation at Edin- 
burgh, in January, 1551, against Mr. John Knox, and other teachers of the re- 
formed doctrines. Dr. Anderson was ejected from his place in the Universit; 
in July, 1569. He died on the 23rd of January, 1577.”—The Spalding Clu 
Miscellany, vol, ii., p. 44. ; 

+ Annit, or Andate, was long the seat of a family of the name of Winton. 
Scotstarvet’s Charter, in M.S., in Library, Skene House, 


982 ANTIQUITIES —PARISH OF METHLICK. © 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Dr. Grorce CHEYNE, an eminent physician, was born at Auch- 
incruive, in 1671; died at Bath, in 1742. He was descended 
of the Cheynes of Esslemont. A memoir of his life and writ- 
ings is to be found in the “ Bibliographia Britannica,” vol. 111, 
pp. 494-499. 

Dr. CHARLES MAITLAND, who was the first to introduce 
inoculation into Britain, was a native of this parish, and was 
sent to Hanover by George II., to inoculate Frederick, Prince « 
of Wales. He died in 1748. 

Ancient Families—Sir John Gordon of Haddo, who dis- 
tinguished himself as a royalist during the reign of Charles L ; 
and Sir George Gordon was, in the reign of Charles II., one of 
the Judges of the Court of Session, President of the Council, 
and Lord Chancellor of Scotland; he was, on the 30th Novem- 
ber, 1682, created Earl of Aberdeen, and married the daughter 
and heiress of George Lockhart of Porbreak. He was succeeded 
by his son William, the second Earl, who married, first, the 
daughter of David, Earl of Leven and Melville ; secondly, Susan, 
daughter of the Duke of Atholl; and thirdly, Anne, daugh- 
ter of Alexander, Duke of Gordon. By the second of these 
marriages he had George, third Earl, born in 1720, who died 
in 1801, aged 81 years. He was succeeded by his grandson 
(his son, Lord Haddo, was unfortunately killed by a fall from 
his horse, at the House of Gight, on the 2nd of October, 1791). 
George, the fourth Earl, Knight of the Thistle, Lord-Lieutenant 
of Aberdeenshire, and from the year 1828 to 1880, and again 
from 1841 to 1846, her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and Prime Minister in the year 1854, He 
was succeeded by his son, the fifth Earl, who died in 1866. 
He was succeeded by his son, who also died abroad ; and he 
was succeeded by his brother, John Campbell, the present 
Earl, in 1870. | 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE House of Kelly is said to have been “ one of the seats of 

Cummin, Earl of Buchan, and that a castle was begun to have 

been rebuilt on the same site, by two lairds of Haddo, but 

never finished ; and in the low buildings hard by it, their re- 

presentative, the Earl of Aberdeen, lives.” * “It stood a siege 
* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, pp. 321], 322. 
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of three days in 1644, by the Marquis of Argyle and the cove- 
nanting army, by whom it was taken on the 8th of May, 1644, 
and reduced to ruins.” * | 

Within the policies of Haddo House, there is an obelisk of 
granite, erected by George, fourth Earl of Aberdeen, to the © 
memory of his brother, Sir Alexander Gordon, who fell at 
Waterloo, acting as aid-de-camp to the Duke of Wellington. 


PARISH OF MIDMAR. 





PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 
Au that part of Aberdeenshire which lics between the Dee 
and the Don is called Mar, and this parish, from its central 
position, is called Midmar; Mar and Cromar lying to the west 
of it, and Lower Mar to the east. | 


Boundarves. 

It is bounded on the north by Cluny; on the east by Echt ; 
on the south by the hill of Fare, and Banchory-Ternan in 
Kincardineshire ; and on the west by Kincardine O’Neil, and 
the south-western parts of Cluny. 


Extent. 


In a direct line, from the howe of Corrichie on the south- 
east, to the muir of Dalherrick, and the Douglas burn on the 
north-west, the distance is 64 miles; and from Kinnernie, on 
the north-east, to Tillenturk, on the south-west, the distance, 
also in a direct line, is nearly 6 miles. The whole area of the 
parish is computed to be 10,872 acres, 674 decs. 


| Topography. 

The hill of Fare forms the southern boundary of the parish, 
and is the only hill which deserves the name. It extends from 
east to west, and the highest part of it, Blackyards, is 1,421 feet, 
Craigshannoch and Craigour, is 1,380 feet above sea level. The 
lowest point on the Gormack burn, which flows by the south 
side of Midmar Castle, is 303 feet. The hill of Torminade, 
which lies to the west of the castle, is 802 feet; the road crossing 


-* Statistical Account of Methlick, 1842, p. 967. 
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the turnpike road, from the manse to the church, is 559 feet ; 
and the summit level. of said road, near Roadside, is 606 feet. 
The plantation north of the church, and Upper Balblair, is 773 
feet ; and the lowest point in the parish, on the burn of Kin- 
nernie, is about 330 fect. The Geien Arms, Leggardale, is 
342 feet, and the bridge on the Alford road, over the burn 
of Sauchen, near the Frec Church of Cluny, is 333 feet above 
sea level. — 3 
Geolugy and Soils. 

Granite occupies the south division of the parish, and green- 
stone or trap rocks the north. The well known granite of the ~ 
hill of Fare is got in blocks and in the quarries, of large sizes, 
but in some parts there is a good deal of it in a decomposed 
state. The trap rocks lie scattered over the surface, unless 
where, by the progress of cultivation, they have been removed 
or broken up for building houses and dykes. — 

Soils—There is much variety of soil all over the parish. On 
the lower ground, by Sunhoney, Balblair, and westwards by the 
Kirkstyle, there is some superior yellow loamy soil ; and in the 
valley of Corsindae, along the burn of Sauchen, there is good 
loam of a fertilenature. On the higher ground, over the whole 
central division, the soil is of a lighter quality, resting upon a | 
subsoil of gravel, while a good deal of tie more recently im- 
proved land is of a blackish nature, resting upon clay, sand, 
and decomposed rocks. 

Deposits.—Peat earth at one time occupied many of the 
hollows throughout the parish, such as the hollow along the 
Alford road at Leggerdale, the Cartars, Corsefield, and others ; 
but much of the surface has recently been brought into cultiva- 
tion. Upon the hill of Fare, there are also extensive tracts of 

eat moss, particularly on the division bordering with Banchory- 
ernan, where the tenantry on the Midmar estates chiefly 

derive their fuel. 
Hydrography. 7 

The Gormack burn has its source in the northern slopes of 
the hill of Fare, and drains the east division of the parish. 
The burn of Cluny drains the west division, and the burn 
of Kinnernie drains the north-east division. None of these 
streams are of any size, but ee are useful in propelling | 
machinery of many meal mills; while the others are useful in 
popes agricultural machinery, and for domestic purposes. 

prings are numerous everywhere. Some of them are strong — 
chalybeates, which are now passed unheeded, and were it not . 
for the brownish tincture they impart to the rills, they would 
pass unnoticed. 
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Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations of Midmar extend up the northern slopes of 
the hilt of Fare to an elevation of about 1,100 feet above sea 
level, and comprise a large extent of hill groind, and ground 
surrounding the castle. They have been judiciously laid out 
both for ornament and shelter. In the lower grounds of Mid- 
mar there are many fine specimens of Scots firs, larch, and 
hardwood trees, of various kinds, extending from Mill of Hole, 
westwards, by Midmar cottage and the manse, where, and 
along the turnpike road, there are some fine well kept thorn 
hedges. In the central parts of the parish there are several 
extensive plantations of Scots fir and larch, well disposed of 
for shelter, as at Blackbauk, Upper Balblair, Tillybirloch, and 
bordering the private grounds of Corsindae, where there are 
some fine old hardwood trees. At Kebbaty and Shiels, there 
are several clumps of young planting, which have a thriving 
appearance ; and taking the parish altogether, excepting the 
north-east and south-west division, it is well wooded. 

Botany.—No rare specimens of plants have ever been found 
in the parish. | 

Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. atand above No. atandabove No.atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 & £& £ & 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
20 22 21 33 32 
And 9 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Midmar, year 





1872-73, . ; : ‘ ‘ ; : ‘ : £5,876 3 6 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 

lands, ; ; ; ‘ ; ; : ; ‘ 647 0 0 

Do. Small Propertics under £100 of yearly value, . se 99 0 0 

Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, ‘ ‘ 63 5 5 

Total value, : F ; . £6,685 8 11 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— 


Mrs. P. H. Sterrit Duff, of Corsindae. 
Captain John Gordon of Cluny, Midmar, Kebbaty, and Shiels. 


And 5 proprietors of houses and lands whose yearly rents or value is under 
£100 a-year. 

Farming.—In 1792, the real rent of the parish was £1,100 ; 

in 1842 it was £3,000; and in 1872 the rent was £6,000, being 

double that of 30 years ago. Leases.are granted for 19 years ; 
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and the rotation of cropping the fifth and the sixth year’s 
course ; and oats form the chief cereal crop. | 

Cattle Stock—The cattle hitherto most generally reared have 
been the Aberdeenshire or Angus polled bee ; but the prac- 
tice of crossing, so general all over the north of Scotland, with 
the shorthorned, has become so prevalent, that there are few 
pure bred cattle of either kind. Very few sheep stock are kept. 

_Encloswres.—All the best land in the parish is substantially 
enclosed by stone dykes, and most of the hillside farms have 
ample materials at hand for that purpose. 

arm Buildings—tThe farm steadings are in general neat 
and substantial. Most of the farm houses are slated; and 
those that have been recently erected are, generally speaking, 
large and commodious. Those that are of longer standing, 
are, for the most part, covered with thatch or heather. Thrash- 
ing-mills have been erected in every instance in which the 
farm is of sufficient extent, and they are mostly propelled by 
water power. 

Improvements.—The reclamation of waste, and the stead 
prosecution of the best system of husbandry, has done muc 
in this parish. In some instances the tenantry have been 
assisted and encouraged in carrying out the more weighty 1m- 
provements, by the liberal co-operation of the landlords ; but 
even where this stimulus has been wanting, their own well- 
directed exertions have carried out many improvements of 
importance, both in draining and bringing waste land into 
cultivation. | 

Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Corsindae is an old building, with 
few attractions as a residence; the Mansion House ef Kebbaty 
is a small building, let to a tenant, along with the offices and 
garden, at £15 a-year. The old Castle of Midmar, as it is 
called, is unoccupied. It stands in a fine situation on the _ 
north side of the hill of Fare, commanding extensive views 
of the country to north and east. The grounds around the 
castle, both by nature -and art, are beautiful “ owing to the 
alternate eminences and valleys which are interspersed with 
shrubs and trees of various kinds.” We have no record when 
it was built. Tradition says that part of it was erected by Sir 
William Wallace, when Governor of Scotland in the early part 
of the 14th century, as a hunting seat for his friend, Sir Thomas 
Longaville. 
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Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Alford road runs along the northern 
boundary of the parish, from Kinnernie, to opposite Shiels, a 
distance of nearly six miles. The Aberdeen aad Tarland road 
runs from the Echt boundary, at Mill of Hole, by Midmar 
cottage, to the bridge of Tillenturk, on the boundary of Kin- 
cardine O’Neil, a distance of 33 miles. In the central parts 
there is the Kinnernie and Corsindae road, and on the west 
there is the Kebbaty road, which accommodates the traffic 
from Cluny, across the country, to Torphins and Deeside. 
The church is little over 15 miles from Aberdeen, which is 
the nearest market town. It is within three miles of Echt, from 
which a stage coach runs to Aberdeen four times a week ; and 
on the Alford road the Cluny coach runs daily to and from 
Aberdeen. 


Inns and Alechouses. 


There is only one Inn (Leggardale) in the parish, and several 
shops licensed to sell spirits and ales, but not to be consumed 
on the premises. | 

Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF MIDMAR, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rn MAY, 1871. 











Receipts from Assessments, : ‘ j ; : £2388 4 24 
Do.. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ‘ 10 8 2 
Total receipts, . , : ‘ ‘ é . £248 12 44 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . : £210 9 8 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ ee ; 714 3 
Medical Relief, . ; ; . : : ‘ 1118 2 
Management, . ; : ‘ , , 22 4 5 
Excess of expenditure over income, . . , £3 14 1h 
Total expenditure, ¢ is : ‘ . £252 6 6 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
| POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


Relieved during the year. receive relief. 


Casual Poor. 
Population 


Fatuous 
in 
1861. 


Regis- Other ad 
Depend- 5 | Depend- Depend-} Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. tered Casual 

antes. Poor. ants. Poor: ants. 
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1,091 | 2 | 2% | 27 | 22 | 1] 8 5 | 6 } 1 
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The mode of Assessment is that which is specified in ‘the 
Act 8th and 9th Vic, Cap. 83 and 34, and there are two 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 7 


II—CIVIL HISTORY. 


AccorDiIna to the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” Cor- 
sindae was the seat of Forbes, descended of Duncan Forbes, 
second son to William, second Lord Forbes, by Christian, 
daughter to Alexander, first Earl of Huntly, who, under King 
James IV., founded this family. Lumsden, in his Genealogy 
of the Forbeses says, this Duncan was brother to that Lord 
William, and son to (James) Lord Forbes, by Giles, daughter 
to Earl Marischal. | | 

Ballogie, at first a castle, and since, erected into a court, 
lately the seat of Forbes of Ballogie, but now possessed by Mr. 
Grant, under the name of Grantfield Castle, now called Midmar, 
lately possessed by the Mansfields of Midmar, and now by 
Gordon of Cluny; and Shiels, formerly the property of 
he Nara late of Whitehouse of Tullich, now also possessed 
by Gordon of Cluny. 


II] —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Church was built in 1787, and is seated for about 600. 
It is too near the south side of the parish. The Manse was 
rebuilt in 1840, nearly on the site of the old, and is' valued, 
along with the domestic offices, at £22 a-year; the Glebe and 
garden at £22. Stipend—money, £186 6s. Meal, 49 bolls, 3 
firlots, 1 peck, 3 8-10ths lippies; bear, 3 bolls, 1 peck, 2} lip- 
pies, payable by the fiars’ prices. Free Church Manse and 
offices are valued at £5; the parochial school and garden at- 
£8; and the U. P. Manse and garden at £12. 

School Board—There are five members upon the Board— 

Rev. Edward Lumsden, E. C., is chairman; R. Urquhart Dewar, 
Betheln, clerk and treasurer. The School Rate is 43d. per £. 
Bible and Catechism taught. At the public school, which is 
the only school in the parish under the supervision of the 
Board, there are 60 scholars. Population in 1871, 1,127. 
_ Parochial Registers.—The earliest date is a record of bap- _ 
tisms on the 22nd of September, 1717, and of a record of 
marriage contracts, 18th of October, 1718.; since which time 
they have been regularly kept. 7 
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Church Collections.—There was £10 collected in the parish 
church during the year ended 14th May, 1871, but no part of 
that sum was expended for the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


“ IN the reign of Charles IT., Ross, afterwards Archbishop of 
St. Andrews, was minister of Kinnernie, but being somewhat of 
the nature of Pharaoh’s butler, when exalted he did not re- 
member his brethren. It was, however, very natural to sup- 
ose that one who had felt the inconvenience of a small stipend 
imself, would be ready to lend every reasonable aid to have 
his successor bettered, and, upon rational presumption, the 
minister of Kinnernie ae ad upon the interest of his metro- 
olitan in his intended application for an augmentation to his 
iving. He waited upon the primate, and laid the casc before 
him. ‘You country clergymen,’ said the bishop, ‘should Jearn 
to moderate your desires. I know what it is to live in the 
country ; when I was minister of your parish [ could afford a 
bottle of good malt liquor and a roasted fowl for my Sunday’s 
dinner, and I see not to what further you are entitled.’ The 
rural priest made his bow, and retired with this parting com- 
Sera ‘It would have been no great loss to the Church of 
cotland though your Grace had yet been eating roasted hens 
at Kinnernie !’” * 

The Rev. Joun Oaitvis, D.D., late incumbent of the parish, 
died in the year 1813, aged 84 years. He was an able scholar, 
a sincere Christian, and an agreeable member of society. His 
‘Britannia,’ and several other productions of his pen bear evi- 
dence of his superior abilities. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES, 


THERE is a Druidical circle on the farm of Sunhoney, in a state 
of complete preservation, and the remains of other two, north 
and south of the church. Beside the old church there is an 
artificial mound of considerable magnitude, which forms part 
of the glebe, called the Coningar, formerly a seat of justice. 
This mound is evidently a work of art. A ditch or trench 
that is cast around it 1s now covered, with grass, from the 
bottom of which, to the summit, the height is 30 feet. The 


. * Letter by Francis Douglas (1782) ‘‘ Description of the East Coast of Scot- 
nd? 4 
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entrance is formed on an easy slope, but steep on every other. 
part, and in the centre of the summit there is a small circular 
cavity where justice was administered. Upon the muir of 
Dalherrick, a battle is said to have been fought between Wallace 
and the Cummins. The well known howe of Corrichie is on 
the southern borders of the parish, and in the neighbourhood 
a remarkable echo is occasioned by the contiguity of three 
small eminences, from two of which, and the adjoining wood, 
the last accents of the voice are thrice reverberated in a tone 
uncommonly shrill and distinct. 

The old church of Midmar, and also of Kinnernie, stands in 
the middle of the respective grave yards, which are used still 
asthe places of interment for the parish. 


PARISH OF MONQUHITTER. 





PRESBYTERY OF TURRIFF—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. | 
MonQunHITTER, or Mount-quhiter, the more ancient spelling of 
the name, is said to signify, in the Celtic language, “a place 
for the snaring of deer ;” but we are unable to trace any such 
meaning to it ; the Gaclic for the name being Monadh-Chul-tir,* 
- which means “ the hills of the back lying country,” where deer 
from the Monadh-feidh, or the “Deer-hill” of Fyvie, might 
have been snared. 

Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by King-Edward ; on 
the east by New Deer; on the south by the parishes of Meth-_ 
lick and Fyvie; and on the west by the parish of Turriff. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of it in a direct line, from the lowermost 
oint on the Black Watcr of Gight, to the burn of Litterty, at 
Craigston in King-Edward, is 8} miles; and the greatest | 
breadth, also in a direct line, from Whitestones in New Deer, 
to the Turriff boundary at Lendrum, is seven miles. The 

whole area is computéd to be 17,455} acres. 
* In Robertson’s Gaelic Topography, we find that Balquhidder, the name. of 


a parish and town in Perthshire, is derived from Baile-chul-tir, which signifies 
‘*the town of the back-lying country.” 
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Topography. | 

The surface of the whole parish is monotonous, but some- 
what undulatory, with extensive muirs in the north and south- 
east divisions, and extensive tracts of peat moss on the south 
and south-west divisions. The lowest point in the water of 
Idoch, at Balquhindachy, is about 158 feet above sea level ; 
and the hill of Cotburn, in the north-west division, is 558 feet. 
The church is about 320 feet; and the highest land in the 
' Balthangie Hills is upwards of 400 feet. The lowermost point 
in the parish, on the Black Water of Gight, is 151 feet above 
sea level. 
Geology and Soils. | 


The old red sandstone occupies the northern division of the 
parish, and the strata runs direct from north-cast to south- 
west, dipping eastward at a high angle, and disappears under 
a stratum of pebbly clay, in some parts of great depth. It 
is a sandstone of a dull red colour, lying in thick beds, and 
belongs to the upper quartzose conglomerate, and is wholly 
without animal remains. It has been wrought in several 
places, but owing to its having too much argillaceous matter 
in its composition, it gets soft on exposure, therefore it is of 
little value for building purposes. The south-western division 
is composed of the greywacke, with large overlying accumula- 
tions of alluvial matter, clay, beds of flinty slate, clay-slate, 
greywacke, and other transition deposits. 

Deposits—There are large tracts of moss in the parish, 
especially on the Waggle, which are valuable for the supply of 
fuel which they yield. “The peats generally are of a superior 
quality, being of a deep black colour, close in texture, and, 
when proper'y dried, are little inferior to the finest description 
of Scotch coals.” * 

Soils—A strong red soil exists in the northern division of 
the parish, and a black soil gencrally occupies the south ; the 
former resting on the sandstone formation, and the latter on 
the alluvial accumulations in the lower grounds, both capable 
of producing good crops. On the higher grounds the soil is of a 
moorish nature, and on the higher cultivated land there is ten- 
dency, if the grass be allowed to he long, to run to heath, 
ey can only be kept down by a regular rotation of cropping 
and high manuring. 

| Hydrography. 

The water of Asleed divides the parish with New Deer on 
the east, and falls into the Black Water and the Ythan, at the 

* Statistical Account of Monquhitter, 1842, p. 764. 
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braes of Gight. The water of Idoch intersects the north por- 
tion of the parish, by Millfield, Mill of Pot and Idoch, and falls 
into the Doveran below Turriff. On the King-Edward boun- 
dary there is the burn of Litterty, or Craigston ; on the west 
there are the burns of Lesscraigy and Lendrum, on the Fyvie 
boundary; and with numerous small intersecting streams, and — 
copious springs, the parish is well supplied with water for 
every purpose, 


Arboriculiure and Botany. 


The chief plantations in the parish are those of Auchry, the* 
vale of the Idoch, and on Balquholly. On the latter place there is 
a large plantation of Scots firs and ech which forms part of the 
Hatton Castle plantations in the adjoining parish of Turriff. 
The Auchry plantations were laid out about the middle of last 
century, and are thus described by Francis Douglas in his 43rd 
letter on the east coast of Scotland (1782) :-—“On the west of 
the house (Auchry) is a deep den, which runs through the 
farm, with a rivulet in the bottom of it, the banks of which are 
planted. Nothing pleased me more than the great variety of 
trees which I everywhere saw, many of which, I thought, could 
not have lived in this climate. ‘I make it a rule, said the 

entleman, ‘to plant every kind I can get, let what will come 
orward. The want of shelter and stagnant water at the roots, 
are the capita! obstructions to the growth of trees; remove 
these, and most kinds will come away.’ Where natural shelter 
is wanting, we can only contrive to remedy the defect so far, 
by making the plants shelter one another; for what shelter 
they have from a dyke or a hedge is of no great consequence, 
as 1t extends but a little way. In a cold climate, and where 
the grounds are much exposed, it is absolutcly necessary to 
lant thick, nor should we ever plant without intermixing the 
cotch fir, whose thick lateral branches break the wind, and 
rotect the most valuable plants that are slower growers. 
here they no longer need to be protected, the firs may be 
thinned, or cut out. Single hedgerows never thrive in this 
country; but belts, of four or five rows, if protected while 
young, succeed very well.” | 

The Auchry plantations were formed by the late Joseph 
Cumine, Esq., and consist of Scots fir, spruce, and larch, which 
have thriven remarkably well and came to be excellent timber. 
Of the other kinds of trees which were planted at the same 
time, in the vicinity of the mansion house, there were ash, elm, 
plane, lime, and other deciduous trees, which have thriven also 
remarkably well. The late proprictor of Auchry, Mr. Lumsden, 
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planted a good deal in the neighbourhood of Cuminestown, 
and on his personal farm at Auchry; and was at great pains 
in thinning the older plantations, and in preparing the 
ground for those which he did plant, by trenching and digging. 
At Millfield, Greens, and at Asleed, there are some clumps of 
old trees and hedgerows, but altogether the country is bare and 
treeless, | 

Botany.—The want of plantations, and the extensive peat 
mosses and muirs, are not favourable to the growth of rare 
plants, consequently there are none in the parish worthy of 
notice. 
| Farms.and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No; atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
of yearly rent. and Racy £100. and aaane £50. and cae £20. and mee £10. 
: 19 36 oe 70 35 56 
And 14 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Monquhitter, year | | 
1 £9,881 7 11 








72-73, : : : ; : : : 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ‘ : : ‘ ‘ 692 18 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, : ; : ; : , 21 0 0 
Do. Mills, Brewery, Manufactories, Shops, and Quarry, . 46 0 9 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 a-year, . : ; ; 166 5 8 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, .. : : 638 9 2 
Total value, i . , ‘ . £11,446 0 9 
ee 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 
Ainslie Douglas Ainslie, Esq. of Delgaty. 
The Trustees of the late George, James, and Alexander Chalmers, Tilly- 
mauld, and others. 
James Cheyne, Esq. of Inchgreen. 
The Trustees of the late Garden William Duff, of Hatton. 
The Trustees of Mrs. Jane Catherine Cunninghame Grant Duff, Green- 


ness. 

William Fowler, Esq. of Asleed. 

The Right Honourable James, Earl of Fife, Fintray, Teuchar, &c. 
William Dingwall Fordyce, Esq. of Cairnbanno, &c. 

The Trustees of the late John Garden, of Millfield. 

John Farquhar Lumsden, Esq. of Auchry. 

William James Lumsden, Esq. of Balthaine. 

Thomas Walker Mitchell, Esq. of Maryhill. 


And 66 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 
Farming.—Leases are uniformly granted for 19 years, and 
the rotation of cropping generally followed is the fifth-shift 
course. During the past two 19 years, great improvements 
have been effected in reclaiming waste land on the higher 
3K 
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moors, and in the neighbourhood of the peat mosses, and by 
draining the lower aleivated land where such was necessary. 

As the great majority of the farms are rented under £50, 
the class of houses are not of the best description, most of 
them being thatched with straw or heather, but they are, in 

eneral, commodious, and well adapted to the size of the 
arms. On some of the larger buildings they have slated 
roofs, with thrashing-mills attached, which are mostly pro- 
pelled by water power. 

Cattle Stock—The cattle stock are generally of the native 
Buchan breed, crossed with the Teeswater, but the nativ® 
breed is preferred to all others. There are few sheep kept of 
any kind, except a few Leicester, or Southdown, on the home 
farm of Auchry. 

Fences.—These are not numerous, and are mostly constructed 
of turf, with some hedges in the hollow of Cuminestown, and 
at Greens in the southern division of the parish. 


Mansion House&. 

The Mansion House of Auchry is an old but very desirable 
residence, standing in a fertile hollow below the village of 
Cuminestown; and on Millfield, Balthaine, Parkhill, Inch- 

een, and Greenfield, there are small houses, chiefly occupied 
vy residental proprietors. 

Roads. 


The chief roads are in the direction of Turriff. One leads 
along the valley of Idoch, by Darra, and another by the north 
side of Delgaty. From Mill of Pot a road leads to the Buchan 
turnpike, thence to Macduff and Banff North eastward a 
road leads to New Byth, ny Millfield, and the Crossgight road 
leads to Old Deer, by Fedderat. The more southerly line of 
road through Sealscrook, Allathan, and Bruce-hill, leads to 
New Deer. Another road, further south, crosses the parish 
from New Deer to Fyvie, by the Slacks of Cairnbanno, the New 
Bridge, and the bridge of Swanford, where it enters the parish 
of Fyvie. From the great extent of hill roads in the parish, - 
they are difficult to keep in good repair. 

The church is within about six miles of the Turriff Railway 
Station, which is 384 miles from Aberdeen, and 113 miles of 
Macduff. 

CUMINESTOWN.—The iran 8 of Cuminestown was established 
in 1768, and soon after it the small village of Garmond. In 
1841 the population of these villages amounted to 715; in 
1861 they amounted to 689; and in 1871 the population of 
Cuminestown was 572, and that of Garmond 268; together, 
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840. In the village of Cuminestown there are two inns, several 
shops for the sale of groceries and haberdashery goods, and 
some weapget eee shops. At one time there were several 
_ places for spinning flax and knitting stockings, which gave 
employment to a large number of the inhabitants, but these 
sources of industry have completely failed, and now the chief 
source of employment is that of agricultural labour, where it 
is to be had in the surrounding country. There is a parochial 
savings’ bank, established in 1837, which has proved very 
beneficial in its effects on the labouring population. There is 
a eae school library, and also a subscription library in the 
parish. 


Faars. 

Cuminestown Tryst is held on the first Thursday after the 
27th of April. | 
Shops, Manufactories, and Mills. 

There are several shops in Cummineston, and a large grocery 
and haberdashery store at Maryhill. There is a wool carding- 
mill at Asleed, and numerous mills for corn-grinding in different 
parts of the parish. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF MONQUHITTER, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14rn MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, ; ‘ ‘ ; : . £64010 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ ; 2215 1 
Total receipts, . : ; ‘ £663 5 7 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £483 15 6 
Relief of Casual Poor, . : ; 2 ; 611 9 
Medical Relief, . ¢ , , ; : ; 17 6 0 
Management, . : : ; : i 80 17 5 
Law Expenses, . ‘ : , i : : 1649 
On Poor-house Buildings, being authorised, —. 31 18 10 
On Do., do., not authorised, : 35 11 4 
Excess of expenditure over income, ; : ; £9 0 0 
Total expenditure, . - . £672 5 7 
[earner eee ean aneaal 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 

Relieved during the year. ee pe ae Casual Poor, | 
sh a ogee ee Fatuous 
ve Pepane: Other 


or 
Depend-| Insane. 
Poor. ants, 


1861, Depend- 
Males. | Females, | Total. ante. 











ena maaenemmnael 








2,580 12 | 72 84 35 24 ll 8. 8 5 
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The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 84; and there are three 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. | 


IlL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE battle of Lendrum was fought between the forces of 
Donald of the Isles, supposed to be Donald Bane, brother to 
Malcolm Canmore, and the Thane of Buchan, whose principal 
residence was at Castletown of King-Edward, about eight miles 
distant from the bloody scene. “Tradition says that the battle 
lasted three days, and gives the victory to the Cumines. The 
battle of the first day was fought at about a mile to the east 
-of Lendrum, where a number of small tumuli marked the 
graves of the slain, and from whence Donald wus beat back to 
the camp, the situation of which is called ‘ Donald’s Field, 
is still to be seen. The battle of the second day was fought 
hard by the camp of Donald, and there more than an acre of 
land is covered with large tumuli. The third and decisive 
battle was fought to the west of Lendrum, upon a field of 
more than six acres, which tradition covers‘with gore. The 
Thane of Buchan, at the head, no doubt, of the Canmore party, 
revailed, and the usurper Donald, after losing most of his 
orces, was obliged to fly. Such is the effect of superstition, 
and the tendency of prophecies to accomplish the object fore- 
told, that a prediction that corn growing on the bloody butts 
of Lendrum should never be reaped without bloodshed or 
strife among the reapers, is said to have been literally fulfilled 
from time immemorial.” * 
On the north-eastern border of the farm of Keithan, the 
“ Waggle Cairn,” a heap of large white stones still remain ; 
but whether or not connected with the battle of Lendrum, is 
now unknown. | 
Neither Buchanan nor Abercromby. mentions this battle, 
although both speak of the ravages which were committed 
about this time by the men of the Isles ; and on these fields, in 
latter times, when contending parties tried the keenness of 
their swords, some of the Covenanting party were cut down by 
the Ogilvies ; and to the spots where they fell a name has been: 
* Statistical Account of Monquhitter, 1793, p. 136; and Forsyth’s Beauties: 
of Scotland :—‘‘ This circumstance is confirmed by the living evidence of two 
respectable men, who have rented that farm for more than half a century past, 
may be easily accounted for by the trepidation, or the furor, which, according 


to the respective constitutions of the reapers, is inspired by this awful scene. 
—Statistical Account of Monquhitter, 1793. a 
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given—such as, “Findlay’s Mire,” where some spear heads of 
yellow metal have been found. According to Dr. Pratt, 
“«Charlie’s Houff,” was the hiding place of a noted robber 
who infested the neighbourhood sometime in the 16th or 17th 
century. He contrived to conceal himself for a long time, 
continuing to’ be the dread of the inhabitants; but being 
secured at last, he was summarily condemned by the public 
voice, torn asunder by a couple of oxen, and his mangled 
remains thrown into his own houff, and buried in its ruins.” 


IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish was disjoined from that of Turriff in 1649, and 
received its name from the farm whereon the Church was 
built. The first Presbyterian minister, after the revolution 
settlement, was ordained to Monquhitter on the 15th Novem- 
ber, 1727. “Till about this period,” according to the new 
Statistical Account, “this district was one of the strongholds 
of Episcopacy in Scotland.” 
The Church was built in 1764, but, as it 1s said, in a very 
inefficient manner. It is very conveniently placed for the 
reater part of the population, being close to the village of 
uminestown, and not more than a mile from the village of 
Garmond ; and since the erection of a Quoad Sacra parish at 
Millbrex, in Fyvie, which was built for the more remote parts 
of Monquhitter and Fyvie, there are few houses more than three 
miles distant from one or other of these places of worship. An. 
-addition was made to the Church in 1782, and it accommo- — 
dates about 1,000 sitters. The Manse and domestic offices are 
valued at £22; and the Glebe and garden at £27. Stipend: 
15 chalders, one half oatmeal, one half barley; payable by the 
fiars’ prices; and £10 for communion elements. The Free 
Church Manse and garden are valued at £22; and the parish 
schoolmaster’s house at £10. | 
School Board.—There are seven members on the Board— 
James Leith, Millfield, chairman; John Lamb, Cuminestown, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There are three schools in the parish. At the 
ublic school, Cuminestown, there are 180 scholars; at the 
emale school there are 70; and at the Garmond school there 
are 68; together, 318. Population in 1871, 2,670. 
Parochial Registers The parochial registers commenced 
in 1670 for baptisms, and in 1693 for marriages ; and, with the 


998 ANTIQUITIES.—PARISH OF MONQUHITTER. 


exception of one or two chasms, have been regularly kept down 
to the present time.” a 

Bequests.—Mr. Adam Hay, the last Episcopal minister of 
Monquhitter, left a pair of silver communion cups, and a mor- 
tification ef 200 merks (£11 2s. 2d.) on his lands of Asleed, the 
proceeds of which to be applied to any poor persons residing 
on these lands. In the year 1806, the sum of £200 sterling 
was left by the late Mr. Grieve, merchant in Cuminestown, 
under the control and management of the kirk-session, the 
interest of which, according to the terms of his will, is annually - 
applied to the relief of poor householders, not paupers, in sums 
not under 5s., and not exceeding 10s., to each. 

Church Collections —The sum of £31 14s. was collected at 
the Church for the year ended 14th May, 1871; but only 
£14 5s, 9d. was expended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


OF the family Con, or Cone, of Auchry, was descended GEORGE 
Con (perhaps better known under his Latinised name of 
Conacus), a scholar and ecclesiastic of considerable note in the 
beginning of the 17th century. “He was agent to the Pope 
at the Court of Henrietta, Queen of Charles I. For his zeal in 
the Papal cause, he was to have been rewarded with a Car- 
dinal’s hat, but died on his way to Rome, in the 42nd year of 
his age.” * 


V.—ANTIQUITIES, 


Unt lately there was a very large cairn on the east of the 
farm houses of Keithan, known as “ Donald’s cairn,” which had 
preserved the memory of the battle of Lendrum for so many — 
centuries ; but the tenant of the farm regarding it an eyesore, 
thoughtlessly tore it out about 45 years ago. On the farm of 
~ Brownhill, the tenant, while bringing into cultivation a barren 
heath, which was thickly studded with mounds and small 
cairns, found pieces of corroded iron, and other evidence of the 
conflict. None of these have been preserved ; and it is much 
to be regretted that the proprietors of the soil should show so 
little interest in the monuments of antiquity which happen to 
exist on their estates. 


* Dr, Pratt’s Buchan, p. 218. 
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PARISH OF MONYMUSK. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE name of this parish is said to be derived from the 
Gaelic, monadh, which signifies “a hill,” and musach, signify- 
ing “ low or marshy ground,” along the river Don. Robertson, 
in his “Gaelic Topography of Scotland,” says, “ that it appears 
to be from Monadh-muice, and means the ‘ boar’s hill.’ ” 


Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Oyne and 
Chapel of Garioch ; on the east by Kemnay; on the south by 
Cluny ; and on the west by Tough and Keig. 


Extent. 


Its greatest breadth, from the burn of Ton on the south, to 
the Chapel of Garioch boundary on the north, measures five 
miles in a direct line; and from the Chapel of Garioch boun- 
dary at the Don, to the Tough boundary at the Horseman’s 
Cairn, the distance, also in a direct line, is 5} miles. The whole 
area of the parish is computed to be 10,815 acres, 981 dees. 


Topography. 

The chief topographical features of this parish are the Mena- 
way-ridge, which occupies the western division south of the 
Don, and the lower spurs of the Millstone-hill ; and the haugh 
of Delab and Enzean, the northern portion north of the river. 
The highest point on the former ridge is Cairn William, it 
being 1,496 feet above sea level. The boundary on the Alford, 
or Tillyfourie hill road, with Tough, is 649 feet ; the bridge of 
Bilbo, on the Cluny road, is 264 feet; the bridge of Ton, on 
the Kintore and Alford road, is 260 feet ; and the influx of Ton 
with the Don, is about 254 feet. The lowermost point in the 
-parish, also on the Don, on the Chapel of Garioch boundary, is 
250 feet above sea level; the south gate to Monymusk House 
_is 316 feet; the parish church is 302 feet ; the Ordmill is 311 
feet ; and the highest point on the Don, on the Keig boundary, 
is about 332 feet: above sea level; and the distance from the 

sea, following the course of the river, is 31 miles, six furlongs, 
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Geology and Soils. | 


On the lower grounds bordering the parish of Cluny, syenite 
rocks prevail, and on the higher hills, granite. Very near the 
top of the Tillyfourie Hill, a light coloured granite has been 
wrought for a good many years, and lower down the hill on 
the east, trap rocks exist in immense quantities. About the 
Horseman’s Cairn, and all over the west side of the Men-away-. 
ridge, boulders of granite, greenstone, with felspar, predomi- 
nate, containing quartz and other minerals, with porphyritic 
mixtures of no inconsiderable variety, which renders it difficult 
to employ a proper name for the rocks, On the south-east face 
of the ridge, within about a mile of the church, there is abund- 
ance of ironstone, the ore of which has been found to produce 
13-20ths of iron, but owing to the scarcity of fuel, it has never 
been worked. “In the same hill was discovered, some years 
ago, a quarry of felspar, which was wrought for some time by an 
agent for one of the Staffordshire potteries, but was abandoned 
on account, chiefly, it 1s said, of the great expense of land car- 
riage to Aberdeen.” * This quarry was discovered in conse- 
quence of a specimen of the spar, marked “ Monymusk,” having 
been observed in the British Museum. | 

On the higher ground north of the Don, granite of a reddish 
kind is to be found in great abundance; and on the lower 
ridges and knolls, large accumulations of gravel drift exists. 
Along both sides of the Don, in its lower course, the haughs of 
‘Inver, Enzean, and Delab, are composed of alluvial matter 
brought down from the higher ground, through the course of 
time, by the river, and there deposited previous to the forma- 
tion of the embankments which are now run along its banks. 

Soils— All over the lower ground a rich yellow loam exists, 
and on the higher cultivated land there is great variety. In 
the neighbourhood of the village there are some strong soils 
inclined to clay, and on some of the hill slopes cultivation -is 
rendered difficult by the large quantity of rock and earthfast 
stones contained. From the frequent overflowings of the river 
in aoe times, the soil upon the haugh land is inclined to be 
sandy. : 

: Hydrography. | 
_ The river Don has a course of about seven miles, bounding 
and intersecting the parish, and dividing it in the proportion. 
of one part on the north side of the river, to three parts on 
the south. The burn of Ton forms the south boundary from 
the Don up to its source on the Tillyfourie Hill, and no incon- 


* Statistical Account of Monymusk, 1840, p. 460. 
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siderable stream falls into the Don by the village of Mony- 
musk. The Don is generally well stocked with salmon in 
their season, and it abounds with very fine trouts and some 
pike. There is no public road bridge over the river in the 
parish, and only one public ferry about a mile above the ee 
of Monymusk. Near Arntilly a well is marked, “ Mary Well,” 
and a note bears that “ this well was much frequented a few 
years ago.” * 
Arboriculture and Botany. 


The Monymusk woods have long been celebrated for the 
erp and size of the timber they produced, especially the 

cots fir and larch, which were planted by the late Sir Archi- 
bald Grant about 1756. But to go into the history of Mony- 
musk, we must go back to the year 1719, when the old and 
beautiful garden of Paradise was laid out, “a most delight- 
ful spot so called.” It lies on a level, at the foot of a high 
hill, which protects it from the west and south-west winds ; 
and on the north it is sheltered by the great mountain of 
Benachie. It is about two miles higher up the Don than 
Monymusk Village, and stretches along the river for nearly 
half a mile, and it may be about one third of its length in 
breadth. “ It was originally laid out as a garden, with a broad 
walk in the centre, on the east side of which was planted rows 
of forest trees, interspersed with a great variety of flowering 
shrubs, and a great variety of fruit trees, and when fruit 1s 
plentiful a large quantity 1s sold, besides those consumed in 
the family.” + In this old and once beautiful garden of Para- 
dise there is now a number of larch and spruce trees about 165 
years old, several of the larch trees measuring 10 to 12 feet in 
circumference at the lower part of the trunk, and measuring 
from 160 to 250 cubic feet of timber. A twin spruce tree 
divides into two upright boles at 8 feet from the ground. 
In 1780 this tree measured nine feet in girth below the line of 
separation. One of the boles, at 10 feet from the ground, was 
then 4 feet 84 inches in girth, and the other 4 feet 74 inches. 
This tree measured, in 1850, 11 feet 10 inches in girth, just 
below the line of separation. One of the boles measured 8 
feet 5 inches in girth at the separation, and the other 7 feet 
10 inches. The latter bole was broken at the height of 72 feet 
from the ground a few years ago, and the other has reached the 
height of 98 feet; and the gross contents may be put down at 
350 cubic feet of measurable timber. 

In the private grounds of Monymusk, which extend along 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p. 585. 
+ Francis Douglas’ Letters on the East Coast of Scotland, p. 236. 
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both sides of the Don for a considerable distance, there is a 
fine variety of hardwood, larch, and spruce firs of mature 
owth, which are very ornamental, and the pine woods on the 
ower slopes of Cairn William, Pitfichie, and Paradise are ex- 
tensive and valuable. The younger plantations of forest trees, 
consisting of Scots firs and larch, en the southern tops of the 
Men-away, on Tillyfourie, and by the Horseman’s Cairn, as yet 
barely cover the ground, but are sufficient to shelter game, of 
which there is an abundance of all sorts on the lower ground, 
and of that pest of the farmer and forester—the rabbit. 

In reference to the Monymusk woods, the writer of the 
Statistical Account of the parish, 1792, says, “That the whole 
was begun and accomplished by the late Sir Archibald Grant, 
who had the pleasure of seeing the trees arrive at maturity, 
and of deriving annually a considerable revenue from the ale 
of wood. The fir trees, in particular, have been observed to 
thrive remarkably here ; id although it was the year 1720 
before a single fir was planted, some of them had advanced so 
rapidly, that besides a great number of trees which had been 
disposed of for many years back, sufficient work was found for 
a saw mill, which was erected about 24 years ago, for cut- 
ting the largest trees into planks, and supplying the country 
around with wood of different sizes for carpenter work. Para- 
dise wood contains a great number of fine full grown oaks ; 
and, although the family of Monymusk possess that wood, and 
another opposite to it, which 1s not in this parish, where the 
oaks are fully as numerous, Sir Archibald Grant has not hither- 
to sold any of them,” “although,” says Dr. Skene Keith, 
“ £20,000 of timber is supposed to have been sold by the two 
last proprietors. A more remarkable evidence of the advan- 
tages oO oe is not to be met with in any part of the 
island.” The proprietor’s grandfather, Sir Archibald Grant, is 
supposed to have planted more extensively than any man in 
Great Britain (above 50 million of trees, in the course of 50 
years) and lived to see some of them two feet in diameter. 

is son and grandson have already sold wood to the amount 
of much more than the estate cost a century ago, when it was 
- purchased from the ancestor of Sir William Forbes of Pitsligo. 

Botany.—The botany is similar to that of adjoining parishes ; 
the following being a few of the rarer plants which are to be 
found :— | 
Epilobium angustifolium—Rose-berry Wilow Herb. JLriophorum vaginatum— 

Hare's-tail Cotton Grass. 
Fumaria claviculata— Climbing Fumitory. Genista Anglica — Petty Whin, 

Needle Green-wood. | 
Gymnadenia conopsca—Fragrant Gymnadenia, Geum rivale—Water Avens. 
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i eos maculatum—Spotted Hawkweed. Juncusobtusiflorus—Blunt-flowered 
us 


Hypericum humifusum-—Trailing St. John’s Wort. Pyrola rotundiflora—Round- 
: leaved Winter-green. 


Sparganium simplec—Unbranched Bur-reed. Sanicula Europewa— W ood Sanicle. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form :— 

No. atand above No.atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above | 
£100 d 20 £1 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
17 22 19 18 35 
And 2 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Monymusk, year 





1872-73, . ; ; ; ‘ ; ‘ ; £5,541 8 2 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . : ‘ : , ; : ; ~ 621 0 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ‘ 100 8 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, : : .68 17 2 
Do. Corn-grinding and Saw Mills, bk : 45 0 0 
Do. Inn and Shops, : ; : : i : : 20 0° 0 
Do. Quarry and Houses, . ; : ‘ : : ; 80 0 0 
Do. Alford Valley Railway, . : ‘ ; ‘ . 1,030 0 0 
Tetal value, . : ‘ ; ‘ . £7,406 13 4 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 

Sir Archibald Grant, Bart., of Monymusk. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company ; Alford Valley Railway. 


And 7 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—tThe general duration of leases is for 19 years ; 
and the rotation of cropping that of the fifth-shift course, viz., 
oats after lea, then turnips, then oats or barley sown down with 
grass seeds, then first and second grass, which seems to be the 
rotation most suitable to the land, especially on the lighter 
soils, where the sixth or seventh-shift does not suit so well. 

Houses.—The houses on the larger farms are all slated and 
commodious buildings, with every convenience. A good many 
of those on some of the smaller holdings have only thatched 
roofs. 

Fences.—On the older cultivated land the fences are mostl 
composed of stones and earth, with a good many hedges, whic 
are now grown into trees; and on the land brought into culti- . 
vation within this century, it is generally enclosed with stone 
dykes, which the tenants were bound annually to build a cer- 
tain portion by their leases. 
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Cattle Stock, &c—The cattle are generally crosses of the 
native with the shorthorned breed ; but there is nothing re- 
markable to distinguish them from those in the neighbouring 
parishes. There are now no sheep stock kept. a 


Mansion Houses. 


The only building of note in the parish is Monymusk House, 
an ancient and spacious house, which received some additions 
since it was first built. It has an excellent library, containing 
about 5,000 volumes, including some old and valuable editions 
- of the classics, There is also a very good collection of paint- 
ings in the house, mostly by the old masters, some of which 
are of considerable value. 

The Manse and Parsonage are modern buildings, both stand- 
ing near the village of Monymusk, which contains a population 
of 155, by the census of 1871. | 

This small village contained, by the census of 1841, a popu- 
lation of 133, and is a place of some antiquity. Buchanan, in 
his history of Malcolm Canmore, says, “That the king lay 
encamped (ad ‘ Monimus cum vicunv’) at the village of Mony- 
musk, on his way north to quell an imsurrection in Moray. 
- It has been entirely rebuilt within the present century, and 
forms a neat square, with some fine old trees growing in the 
centre. There is a comfortable inn on the west side of the 
square ; and the church stands on the east. 


Roads. 


The Kintore and Alford road runs from east to west, from 
the bridge of Ton, to the Tillyfourie Hill; and the Blairdaff 
road, from Inverurie on the north side of the Don, joins the 
Pitfichie road by the Ferry of Monymusk. The Cluny road 
intersects the parish from the bridge of Bilbo, to Monymusk ; 
and the Pitfichie road runs northward from the village, by the 
bridge over the Don at Ramstone, and opens up the northern 
parts of the parish. 

The Monymusk Station, on the Alford Railway, is within 
half a mile of the church, and the station is 203 miles from. 
Aberdeen. | | 

Fairs. 


There are three annual fairs—one for hiring on the 2nd 
Thursday in May; one on the 3rd Thursday, O. S., for cattle ; 
and one on the 2nd Thursday in November, chiefly for hiring. 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITORE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF MONYMUSK, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871. 





' Receipts from Assessments, an er ; ‘ . £30114 8 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ‘ lr 7 8 
Total receipts, : £313 2 
Eapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £248 0 O84 
Relief of Casual Poor, : dns) 3a : 0 5 0 
Medical Relief, . ; , : ; : : 1216 14% 
‘Management, . , , ; : : ; 24 3 14 
To Balance, . ; ‘ ‘ 27 18 O4 


£313 2 4 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. isn ican oh ag Casual Poor. 
Popalstion ae Fatuous 
n asia: Somes ‘ or 
1861. Depend- Regis- Depend- Other Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. ants: se ait oe Anta, 























988 ll 13 oa 5) 4 6 1 0 3 


~ The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. 








Receipts from Assessments, . . : ; ; : : ; £3 5 0 
Do. from other sources, : ; ; : ; i F 30 0 0 
Total receipts, . £33 5 0 
Expenditure on Water Supply, . : ; : £29 12 3 
Do. on Salaries, . ; : ; ; 350 
Total . . . . . £3217 8 


eee enna 


IJ.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


BucHanaN relates that Malcolm Canmore, in the beginning of 
the 11th century, having encamped at the village of Mony- 
yousk, as already noticed, vowed, that if he returned victorious 
from his expedition to the north, he would devote the village 
where he lay encamped to St. Andrew, the tutelary saint of 
Scotland. Having succeeded, by the aid of the priests, in 
subduing, without bloodshed, the enemy, on his return, and in 
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fulfilment of his promise, he accordingly founded, endowed, © 
and dedicated the Priory of Monymusk, which had pene 
been the residence, or a place appropriated by the Culdees, to 
the worship of God. | | | 
From an old writing, in Latin, in Monymusk House, bearing 
to have been copied from the Register of St. Andrews, which, 
after describing the boundaries of the lands which were as- 
‘signed to the Priory, concludes to this effect :—“ And thus 
these are the marches which King Malcolm bequeathed, on 
account of a victory granted to them, to God, and the Church 
of Saint Mary of Monymusk, giving the benediction of God 
and Saint Mary to all who preserve the rights of the church.” 

In a roll of missing charters by King David IT. are “ Carta 
to David Chalmer, the lands of Petfethick and Balnerosk, in 
baronia de Monimusk, in vicecomitatu de Abirdene.” There 
is an old castle in the parish, called Pitfichie Castle, which, 
with the small property formerly belonging to it, 1s said to 
have been long in possession of the family of General Hurry, 
or Urrie, of some notoriety in the time of the Covenant.* 

In the “View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” we find, that “Sir 
Francis Grant of Cullen, one of the Senators of the College of 
Justice, by the title of Lord Cullen, sold the estates of Cullen, 
Eden, Down, &c., in Banffshire, and purchased the whole lands 
of Monymusk, in the year 1712, for one hundred and sixteen 
thousand pounds, Scots, from Sir William Forbes, baronet ;” — 
the first of which family was Mr. Duncan Forbes, of Monymusk, 
“second son to William Forbes of Corsindae, who seized the 
Priory lands at the Reformation.” Lord Cullen’s eldest son, 
Sir Archibald Grant, was the first proprietor in the north of 
Scotland who planted upon an extensive scale. Lord Cullen’s 
second son, William, was also a distinguished ornament of 
the Scottish bar, was raised to the bench by the title of Lord 
Prestongrange, and became Lord Justice-Clerk. The present 
baronet,Sir Archibald Grant, is the seventh in succession, having 
succeeded to an uncle in the title and estates in 1863. 


IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


« Tar Church,” as stated in the “ View of the Diocese of Aber- 
deen,” “ one of the handsomest country churches in Scotland, 

* In the Ra Roll, p. 20, it is stated that Lord Clarendon has conde- 
ascended to make a brief apology for Colonel Urry, ‘‘ because, after all his 
tersgiversations, he chose at last to lose his life for and in the King’s service, 
which ought to expiate for all his transgressions, and preserve his memory 
from all unkind reflections.” —History of the Rebellion, p. 510. | 
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is about 500 ells west of the house of Monymusk, but by 
whom, or when built, whether it was the parochial church, 
or the church of the Priory hard by it, is entirely uncertain, 
there being no date about it to instruct the one, or records 
yet heard of to determine the other. About 20 yards north- 
east of the church are to be discerned the remains of the 
' Priory, now entirely demolished ; by what can be discovered 
of the plan thereof, it appears to have been a large building, 
and situate in a fruitful soil.” * 

“The eastern part of the church, commonly called the quire, 
and now seated for about 40 persons, is connected with the 
main part of the building by a large opening through the end 
wall, arched in the form of a semi-circle. It has a square 
tower at the west end, 50 feet high, through which is the prin- 
cipal entry, with a large iron clock in it, purchased by the 
kirk-session in 1699 for £145 6s. 8d., Scots, surmounted by a 
spire 40 feet in height. It was considerably enlarged by the 
addition of an aisle on the north side, newly roofed and seated, 
and had the spire renewed in 1822, and is now a very neat 
and commodious place of worship, and will contain about 580 
persons.” + 

The Manse was built in 1856, and isa commodious building, 
valued at £24 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £12 10s. 
Stipend—money, £162 3s. 8d. ; 51 bolls, 1 firlot, 1 peck meal ; 
and 5 bolls, 3 firlots, 3 1-5th lippies of bear, payable by the 
fiars’ prices of the County. Teinds are exhausted. The Mony- 
musk “parochial schoolhouse and yard are valued at £10; and 
Lord Cullen’s schoolhouse at £10. There is a neat Episco- 
palian chapel in the village, with parsonage, offices, and garden, 
valued at £20. . 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
. Sir Archibald Grant is chairman; William L. Chivas, Inver, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Ca- 
techism taught. There is but one school in the parish under 
the supervision of the Board, the Monymusk school, and 96 
scholars. 

Parochial Registers—The oldest register commences with 
the admission of Mr. John Burnett, late minister of Culross, 
to be minister of Monymusk, 18th August, 1678. The oldest 
register of baptisms commences 27th May of the same year, 
and extends.to 3rd May, 1685, from which time, till 19th Octo- 

ber, 1706, there is no record of baptisms. It is also interrupted 
* A Geographical Description of Monymusk, &c., by Mr. Jaffray, School- 


‘master, 1722, in Macfarlane’s Geographical Remains. 
_ . ‘+ Statistical Account of Monymusk, 1840. 
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at some other periods, owing, as is recorded, to the loss of 
notes by some of the clerks; and, until recently, the register 
of baptisms has not been very regularly kept. —_ 
_. Church Collections.—F or the year ending 14th May, 1871, 
there were £19 17s. 04d. collected at the Church, but only £2 — 
‘was expended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


AmonaG the distinguished characters connected with this pa- 
rish, Francis GRANT, Lord Cullen, deservedly holds a dis- 
tinguished place. As a gentleman possessed of the most — 
profound erudition, and inflexible integrity are known to have - 
adorned his professional character, both as an advocate and 
judge. Through life he manifested a deep desire to promote 
the interests of religion and education, and the fruit of his 
benevolence for the best interest of successively rising genera- 
tions “ on his estates of Monymusk are enjoyed by the parish 
to this day, by the permanent provision which he made for 
educating the poor, and of those at an inconvenient distance 
from the parish school,” by the erection and endowment of 
Lord Cullen’s School, “ the teacher of which receives a salary 
of £50, less or more, according to the interest of money and 
the fiars’ price of grain.” 

Sir ARCHIBALD GRANT, eldest son of Sir Francis, took a deep 
interest in the improvement of his property, partionlarly in 
arate and the improvement of public roads throughout the 

istrict. In 1756, he printed and circulated amongst his 
tenantry an address, entitled “ Memorandum to the Tenants 
of Monymusk,” which contained directions as to the manage- 
ment of their farms, with offers of pecuniary assistance, besides 
premiums for superior implements of husbandry. ae 

Lord Cullen’s second son, WILLIAM, was a distinguished 
member of the Scottish bar. He held successively the offices 
of Procurator to the Church and Principal Clerk to the General 
Assembly ; and of Solicitor-General and Lord Advocate ; was 
raised to the Bench by the title of Lord Prestongrange, and 
afterwards became Lord Justice-Clerk. : 

Dr. ALEXANDER NIcoLL, canon of Christchurch, and Regius 
Professor of Hebrew in the University of Oxford, was a native 
of the parish. He was born in the village of Monymusk, 8rd 
of Apel 1793, and received the first rudiments of classical 
literature at the parish school, under Mr. Duff, late school- 
master. His general reputation as a scholar and a linguist of 
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the highest order, was well known among the learned through- 
out Europe, and his intense application to study is supposed to 
have been the means of enn his days, which terminated 
on the 24th September, 1828, in the 36th year of his age. 

Another remarkable character connected with the parish, of 
a@ date anterior to the above, was GEORGE LESLEY, a Capuchin 
Friar, of the earlier part of the 17th century, whose life and 
marvellous adventures were first published in Italian by the 
Archbishop of Fermo, and dramatised at Rome in 1673. His 
biographer represents him as the son of James, Count Lesley, 
and Jean Wood, his wife, by whom he was early instructed 
into the doctrines of the Reformation, and relates wonderful 
stories of his being miraculously converted to the Roman 
Catholic faith, while abroad at his education, and he assumed the 
name of Archangel, to the great grief of his mother, who 
- disowned him ; but on his return to the Castle of Monymusk, 
after many years, he converted many thousands to “the true 
faith ;” amongst the rest the old lady herself. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE church has six silver chalices, whereof two were gifted by 
the late Sir William Forbes of Monymusk. “ Besides the 
church of the Priory, there was formerly two chapels, the one 
near Abersnithak, about half a mile north-east of Pitfichie, on 
the east of the river Don, ‘now enclosed and covered with full 
grown beeches ;’ the other, about two miles westward of the 
present church, near a village called Todlachy.” About 80 
years ago, a figured stone was discovered in a field near the 
river, about a mile east of the house of Monymusk, where it had 
lain from time immemorial, and was conveyed to the nearest 
art of the public road, by order of the late Sir Archibald 
rant, and there fixed in an upright posture, where it still 
stands. The figure of a cross, of about four feet, with rude 
ornaments cut into it, is very distinct ; and below the cross is 
a double circle, ornamented like the cross. At one time it 
was supposed to mark the boundary of the pay lands on the 
east; but as that boundary is now believed to have extended 
a mile further eastward, no probable conjecture can be formed 
at, | eee as to its original use. © 
_ About half a mile east of Monymusk House, and close on the 
banks of the Don, there isa field called “ the Campfield,” where, 
it is said, part of King Robert Bruce’s army lay immediately 
previous-to the battle of Barra, which was the ar of his 
; L 
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good fortune, when contending for the crown of Scotland. 
There are the remains of two Druidical circles, one near the 

Ma and the other on the side of a hill about two miles 
south-west of it. : 
In the month of September, 1823, in digging a grave in the 
churchyard, there was found imbedded in the sand, a little 
below the depth to which the same grave had formerly been 
dug, a gold coin about the breadth of a shilling, or nine-tenths 
of an inch, clipped round the edge, and weighing 62 grains. 
An impression of the coin, having, with the view of ascertain-. 
ing its age, and the meaning of the inscription, been sent to 
William Marsden, Esq., F.R.S., &¢., and author of “ Numismata 
Orientalia Illustrata,” the following account of it was received 
from that learned antiquary -—“The impression of the coin 
shown to me appears to correspond with No. cccli. of the 
‘Numismata Orientalia, and_belongs to a Prince of the Mora- 
betin dynasty of Morocco. The substance of the inscription is 
as follows :—Princeps Yusuf ben Tashfin Quicunque aliam 
quam Islamismam profitetur religionem, minime ab eo (Deo) 
acceptabitur scd die novissimo peribit.” On the obverse— 
“ Al-Imam Abdallah imperatur fidelium. In nomine Dei cudi- 
tus hic denarius in urbe Marakash (Morocco), Anno 491.— 
(1097).” 22nd March, 1827. W.M. “ When or how it may 
have come to this country, can be matter only of conjecture ; 
proDeDy in the time of the crusades. It is in keeping in 
Monymusk House.” * 


PARISH OF NEW DEER. 





PRESBYTERY oF DEER—SyYNopD oF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 

New Deer, originally Auchreddie, formed part of the parish of 
Old Deer, or Deer, previous to‘the Reformation. This name 
is engraved on the four silver chalices, “ raised out of the gifts 
. of the one ation by Mr. David Sibbald, minister here under 
Bishop Hallyburton,” and they bear date 1694. | 

Like other lowland names, Auchreddie is from the Gaelic, . 
* Statistical Account of Monymusk, 1840, p. 464. | 
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Auch-en-reidh, and signifies “the place of the smooth fields.” 
There are several other Auchs in the parish, such as Auch- 
munziel, or “the field near the moss;” Auchmaliddie, Auch- 
ma-ledia, “the field of God; or, the field for the worship of 
God.” . Here was a rocking-stone of great size, but moveable 
at a particular point, by the slightest touch. It now hes upon 
. the ground, quite immoveable. 


Boundarves. 


The parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of Tyrie 
and Strichen; on the east by Old Deer; on the south by 
Tarves and Methlick; and on the west by Monquhitter and 
King-Edward. 

Extent. 


_. The greatest length of it in a direct line, from the influx of 
the burn of Tillynaught with the Ebrie, at Arnage, to the Bonny 
Kelly hills on the Tyrie boundary, which is 12} miles; and 
the greatest breadth east to west, also in a direct line, is from 
the Mill of Old Maud on the south Ugie, to the bounding burn 
of Allathan with Monquhitter, which is six miles. The whole 
arca is computed to be 26,765 acres, 091 decs. : 
Topography. 

This parish is situated in the central part of Buchan, and 
comprehends some of the highest table land within the district. | 
The lowest point on the south Ugie, at Mull of Old Maud, is 
196 feet above sea level; the Castle of Brucklay is 311 feet ; 
and the highest point on the hills of Cross, or Corsegight, is 
450 feet. The lowermost point on the Ebrie is about 160. 
feet; the house of Nethermuir is 300 feet; the hillhead of | 
Knaven is 540 fect ; the parish church is 382 feet ; the hill of 
Culsh, which is a little to the north of the village, is 400 feet ; 
and the cross roads in the woods of Artamford, at Fadliedike, 
is 319 feet above sea level. 

“ From the hill of Culsh, in the neighbourhood of the village, 
may be seen, in a clear day, the spire of Peterhead, about 18 
miles distant to the eastward. And, looking west, may be seen 
Benachie, about 25 or 28 miles off, the Foudland Hills, the 
hills in the neighbourhood of Banff and Cullen,” * and the 
mountain of Ben-rinnes, Aberlour. | 


Geology and Soils. | 


Trap rock, and a coarse slaty gneiss, are the prevailing rocks 
on the south and eastern division of the parish. Limestone of 
* Statistical Account of New Deer, 1840, p. 175. 
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a coarse quality has been wrought upon the estate of Barrack ; 
and on the other divisions north and west, a hard iron-bound 
pan exists of from six inches to two feet in thickness, which is 
almost impervious to water, and keeps the upper soil wet till 
the sun evaporates the moisture. ; 

Deposits —Large deposits of moss existed at one time all 
over the parish ; but much of it has now disappeared by the 

lanting on Nethermuir and Brucklay, and otherwise it 1s 

bevaiing gradually less year by year, either by improvement, 
planting, or by consumption as fuel. — 

Soils.—The soil in general, all over the parish, is light, but 
in dry early years it bears good crops. In the lower northern 
division, where the subsoil is more inclined to clay, and where 
the operation of draining has been carried out to any extent, 
excellent crops are generally obtained. On the higher parts 
towards the north, there is clay, and on the west, it is of a 
moorish nature, and carries but middling crops of oats and 
grass, 

Hydrography. 
The south branch of the Ugie has its source within the 
arish, and intersects and bounds it on the north for about 

zi miles. The Ebrie,or the burn of Nethermuir, has its source 
in the mosses there, and it intersects and bounds the parish on 
the east for a distance of about six miles. The burn of Alla- 
than, or Asleed, bounds the parish on the west for a distance 
of about five miles. There is also the large stream called 
the burn of Auchreddie, which falls into the Ugie below the 
parks of Shevado, and numerous other smaller streams, which 
afford an ample supply of water for every agricultural and 
domestic purpose. The Ugie and the Ebrie are noted for the 
abundance of trout which they contain.* : 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The Brucklay and Artamford plantations occupy a consider- 
able space in the north-eastern division of the parish. The 


* « The head of the water of Eugy comes from a town in the lands of Fed- 
derat, called Whytstanes, being pretty high ground. It hes three considerable 
spring wells upon it: one, the head of Eugy ; ane other rins into Divran ; the 
third to Ythan ; all waters very far distant from one another.”—Description of 
the parish of New Deer, 1723, with a draught of Ugie, by Mr. Ferguson, in 
Mactfarlane’s Geographical Collections, MS. 

On the east Bisset hills, in the parish of Forgue, there are three streams 
which have their sources within a short distance of each other, and fall into 
the sea in a somewhat wider range. The burn of Frendraught has its source on 
. the north face of the hill, and falls into the sea at Banff. The Ythan has its 
source on the east face of the hill, and falls into the sea below Newburgh ; and . 
the burn of Auchintender has its source on the south, and falls into the sea by 
the Don at Old Aberdeen, | ; ‘ 
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Artamford woods are old, and: consist of Scots firs and larch in 
about equal portions. The Brucklay plantations have been 
mostly ail formed within the past 50 years, except a few old 
ash trees which stood around the castle. The younger planta- 
tions consist of almost every variety of forest tree; but the 
hardwood trees in general seem best suited for the stiff clay 
subsoils and the moor-bound pan; while the spruce and some 
silver firs, along with ash and certain kinds of willows and 
poplars, appear to thrive remarkably well on the mossy soil 
north of the castle. There is also some very promising beech 
and thorn hedges, which seem to be well kept. The Nether- 
muir plantations have been mostly formed since about 1840, 
excepting some old ash trees and hedgerows around the resi- 
dence. On the lower ground, which is chiefly moss, the spruce, 
ash, and willows, have thriven remarkably, much better than 
the older plantation on the hill of Barrack, which was planted 
about 35 years ago, with Scots fir and larch, which do not seem 
to thrive in the country. Here there is also some good thorn 
hedges along the public road to Auchnagat. With the exception 
of some stunted Scots firs on Cairnbanno, and some old ash trees 
at farm houses, these are all the plantations which are in this 
wide district, and shelter from trees is much wanted everywhere. 

Botany.—The botanical productions of the parish are of the 
most common kind, and none have ever been found worthy of 
special notice. 

Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £5 220 £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
37 65 135 98 132 
And 23 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of New Deer, year 


1872-73, . ; ‘ : : : : ; ‘ . £17,749 18 1 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ; ‘ ‘ : : : : : ‘ 919 10 0 
Do. Mills, or Manufactories, . : ‘ , . ‘ 115 10 0O 
Do. Shops, and Market Customs, . ; : 58 10 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, : 152 2 0 
Do. Manses, Glebes, School Teacher’s Houses, Poor’s 
Houses, &c., &e., . ‘ ‘ , : ‘ ; ; 244 0 0 
Do. Houses and Feu Ground in the village of New Maud, 234 10 0 
Do. Houses and Feu Ground in the village of Brucklay, . 15 0 0 
Do. Houses and Feu Ground in the villages of New Deer 
| and Auchreddie, . : : : : ; . 1,022 3 6 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, . . . «. 1,313 0 0 








Total value, ; : ; . £21,824 3 7 
TS 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— _ 
The ae Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen, Auchnagat, Auchred- 
ie, &c. | 
The Rev. Alex. Henry Bridges, of Fedderat. 
William Dingwall Fordyce, Esq. of Brucklay, M.P. 
James Dingwall Fordyce, Esq. of Culsh. ° 
Lieut.-Colonel George Arthur Ferguson, Affleck, Atherb, &c. 
William Leslie, Esq., Nethermuir. 
The Trustees of John Gordon's Charitable Fund, Old Maud. 
Andrew Murray, Esq. of Allathan. : 
The Trustees of Alexander Simpson of Collyhill, Barrack. 
The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 93 proprietors of houses and lands whose yearly rents or value is under 
£100 a-year. 


Farming.—Leases are granted generally for 19 years; and 
the rotation of cropping followed, is the fifth and sixth-shift 
courses, more commonly the fifth-shift. 

Farm Buildings—On these a marked improvement has 
taken place within the past two 19 years. On some of 
the larger farms, the houses are substantial and commodious, 
with stone and lime walls, slated roofs, and have every accom- 
modation necessary for carrying on the work of the farm; but 
on many of the smaller holdings, they are of an inferior de- 
seription, with the roofs covered with thatch or heather. 

eclamation of Land, and Draining.—Everywhere through- 

out the parish large tracts of moor and moss have been re- 

claimed, and dried, chiefly by the tenants. In draining, much 

benefit has been derived from the operations, and by sea 

loughing, so as to break the subsoil and destroy the harc 

erruginous pan, which, in many places, rendered the upper soil 
almost impervious to water. 

Fences—There are comparatively few substantial or perma- 
nent stone fences throughout the parish, and excepting in the 
neighbourhood of Brucklay, Culsh, and Nethermuir, hedges, ~ 
the next best substitute, are not cultivated to any great extent. 

Catile Stock.—The Buchan breed is still the cattle of the 
country, although few pure stocks are to be found in it. 
They have been crossed and recrossed by the Teeswater, till a 
ere mongrel breed appears to have taken the place of 

oth. 
Mansion Houses, 


Brucklay Castle stands about half a mile to the west of the 
Buchan turnpike road (upon which there is a castellated por- 
ter’s lodge), bordered by belts of young planting, with more. 
matured belts of planting along the approach to the castle. It 
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- is an excellent specimen of the early Scottish style, and con- 
sidering that it has been built at different periods, its unifor- 
mity of design to one peculiar style, including the Noah’s ark 
on its top, it has few equals in Buchan, or indeed in the 
country. There is no date on the earlier part of the building. 
Dr. Pratt, in his “ Buchan,” states that “it is built on the nort 
bank of this burn (the Ugie), the ground rising gently from 
the stream to the site. It is now a fine baronial edifice. It 
may be described as a square building—the length of the side 
being about 120 feet.. The entire tower is seven stories high ; 
the other parts of the building vary from three to five stories.” 
_ The original portion of the building consisted of a high 
- round tower, forming a staircase, with some small apartments 

opening into it ; and from this nucleus it has sprung into its 
eae ample dimensions. The first addition was made to it 

y Mr. William Dingwall, in 1765; the second, by Mr. John 
Dingwall, in 1814; the third, by the late Captain Alexander 
Dingwall Fordyce, about 20 years ago ; and the fourth, by the 
present proprictor, in 1864. 

“The earlier additions,” says Dr. Pratt, “ were made chicfly 
with the view to increased accommodation ; but the last (two), 
with the same one comprised the important design of con- 
verting the whole building into the old Scottish castellated 
Mansion, combining the grandeur of the middle ages with 
elegance of the present.” 

Nethermuir House.—Thirty years ago this house stood in 
about as bleak a spot as any in Buchan ; but under the manage- 
ment of the late proprietor, it now wears a more cheerful 
aspect. It is a tall old building of no style of architecture ; 
and the present proprictor has set about remodelling it, exter- 
nally at least. 

The old House of Cairnbanno is let along with the farm. 

The Manse was built in 1832, and is a substantial commo- 
dious building, standing in the end of the village. The Free 
Church Manse is a neat edifice, standing in the north of the 
village. The United Presbyterian Manse, at Artamford, is a 
al old house. : 





Roads. 


Two roads lead westwards from New Maud ; the south one 
leads through the village of New Deer, by Cairnbanno, towards 
_Fyvie, with a branch over the Bruce-hill to Cuminestown ; the 
other leads by Shevado, Fedderate, and the hill of Corse-gight, 
to Byth and Cuminestown. The Peterhead and Banff road 
skirts the northern boundary, from Brucklay to near New 
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Pitsligo. The chief cross, or south and north roads, are the 

Auchnagat and New Deer road, with its continuation from the 
Mains of Drum, by Artamford, Fedderate, and west of Bruck- 
lay, to Strichen ; and the New Deer and Methlick road.. On 
the south-east there is the Auchnagat and Tangland ford road ; 
and a short line of road leads from north of Nethermuir towards 
Me ie and another leads to the Old Deer road, at New 

aud. 

New Deer Vitiace.—tThis is a long straggling village, 
stretching about a mile from north to south, and contained in 
1861, a population of 475, and in 1871, 643. New Deer, as its 
name implies, is not a very old place. About the oldest date 
which is to be seen on any of the houses is 1777. Originall 
it was called, as before noticed, Auchreddie, a name which still 
distinguishes the lower portion, or south end of it. The 
villagers hold their property under long leases, those under 
Lord Aberdeen hold for 99 years; and most of them farm 
plots of land in the vicinity. The majority of the houses are 
thatched. There are some good shops and a public hall, 
with some bakers, butchers, and all sorts of handicraftsmen. 
There are two branch banks—the Town and County, and North 
of Scotland. | 

New Maup VitLace.—The railway station, and principal 
portion of this village, is in this parish ; and since the railway 
_ was opened in 1861, the village has been built, and markets 
established. About a dozen excellent houses have been built, 
with a hotel, shops, post-office, and branch of the North of 
Scotland Bank. Part of the village, and a new school, is in 
the parish of Old Deer ; while the large building to the right 
of the station, the “Buchan Combination Poor’s House,” is in 
this parish. 


Markets. 


In the village of New Deer, markets are held on the 3rd 
Wednesday of January; on the Wednesday after the 12th 
April; on the Thursday before the 26th, or 26th, if a Thurs- 
day, in May; on the Wednesday after the 19th June; on the 
2nd Tuesday in August; on the Wednesday after the 19th 
October ; and on the Thursday after the 21st of November. 

At the New Maud Railway Station, important monthly mar- 
kets for the sale of cattle are held on the last Monday of each 
month throughout the year. And at the Auchnagat Railway 
Station, markets. are held, for the sale of cattle, on the 2nd 
Thursday of February, April, June, August, October, and 
December. 
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Inns and Alehouses. 


There are two inns in the village of New Deer, and one at 
New Maud; and also a number of alehouses and spirit dealers 
throughout the parish. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF NEW DEER, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14rs MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Voluntary Contributions, . ‘ : . . £588 4 4g 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ‘ 89 10 
Total receipts, . ; : ; : ; . £677 15 43 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Hegipheret,: . £51418 8 
Relief of Casual saa . : 2418 0 
Medical Relief, : ; ; : ; : 30 0 O 
Management, . : j : : : : 74 4 8 
Law Expenses, . : 1115 0 
On Poor-house Buildings, being authorised, : 9410 0 
On Do., do., not authorised, : 0 18 11 
Excess of expenditure over income, . ‘ , . £73 2 10} 
Total expenditure, . ; ‘ j : . £75018 3 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


























Relieved during the ycar. receive relief. Casual Poor. 
Population bees a eee eee Fatuous 
in . or 
Regis- Other 
1861, Males. | Females, | Total. oe tered reas Casual vee Insane. 
: Poor. : Poor. : 
4,385 23 62 85 49 17 27 2 5 8 


This 1s an unassessed parish. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. 


Receipts from other sources, é : ‘ , . : . £2010 0 
Total receipts, ‘ ; ; : ‘ . £2010 0 
Weare Si 
Expended on Drainage, : . £618 9 34 
Do. on other purposes, ‘ndiuding Salaries, : 14.14 6 


Total expenditure, . ; : , . £633 3 94 
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IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the western parts of the parish, and about two miles west 
of the village, is the Bruce-hill, which, it-is said, takes its name 
from Edward Bruce, brother to Robert the Bruce, who pur- 
sued the Cumines’ after the battle of Barra in 1808. Here, it 
is said, Bruce encamped previous to engaging the Cumines’ on 
_ Aikey-brac, in the neighbouring parish of Old Deer. This 
historic incident is all that imparts any particular interest to 
the place. There are no traces of the camp remaining. 

There were at one time many family residences in this pa- 
rish, some of which have altogether disappeared, and others 
passed into the hands of strangers. The Crawfords of Federate, 
the Lindsays of Culsh, the Irvines of Atamford, the Wilsons 
of Cairnbanno, the Gordons of Nethermuir and Barrack, have 
all passed away. The first of these have fallen into the hands 
of Sir Henry Bridges, the second into the hands of Fordyce of 
Culsh ; New Deer, Cairnbanno, and Artamford have merged 
into Brucklay, Nethermuir has fallen into the hands of a suc- 
cessful railway contractor, and Barrack is now owned by Colly- 
hill’s Trustees, 


II]_—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


. THE Church, which was )uilt in 1841, is situated in the village 
of New Deer, close beside the old one, which was built in 1622. 
It is capable of containing 1,500 persons. “The Manse was 
built in 1832, and is a commodious house.” Stipend, £269 
7s. Gd. Unappropriated teinds (in 1853), £769 16s. 11d. The 
Manse and domestic offices are valued at £22, and the Glebe 
and garden at £16. The Manse, offices, and garden at Savock 
are valued at £22, and the Glebe at £4. The Free Church 
Manse, offices, and garden are valued at £20. The U. P. Manse 
and garden at Artamford are valued at £16. The U.P. Manse 
and garden at Whitehill are valued at £14, and the U. P. 
Manse and garden at Savock are valued at £14. 

The parish schoolmaster’s house, New Deer, is valued at 
£8. The side schoolmaster’s house, offices, and garden, at 
Whitehill, are valued at £7. The schoolmaster’s house and 

arden at Cairnbanno are valued at £7. The female teacher’s 

ouse at Affleck is valued at £3, and the female teacher’s 
House and garden at Savock are valued at £6. The New 
Maud combination poor’s house, with lodge and ground, are 
valued ‘at £30. | 
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_ School Board—There are seven members on the Board— 
William Dingwall Fordyce, M. P., is chairman ; William Greig, 
assistant clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. bible 
and Catechism taught. There are five schools 1n the parish. 
At the New Deer public school there are 42 scholars. At the 
Brucklay female school there are 79; at the Whitehill school 
there are 87; at the Knaven school there are 81; and at 
Cairnbanno Madras school 78—together, 387 ; and the popula- 
tion of this division of the parish is 4,000. 

Savock School Board—There are five members upon this 
Board—George Johnston, Overtown, Auchnagat, is chairman ; 
Rev. John Reid, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. 
Bible and Catechism taught. There are two schools in this 
division of the parish. At the Savock public school there are 
82 scholars, and at the girls’ school there are 56. Population 
of this division of the parish, 1,877. 

Parochial Registers —The session records commence in 1705; 
but a portion of them, from 1727 to 1734, is lost. Since the 
latter period they have been regularly kept, and the old prac- 
tice is still continued of entering cach Sunday the text and 
the name of the minister who preaches. 

Church Collections.—The funds collected at the church doors 
are all applied for the support of the poor, there being no legal 
assessment in the parish for the purpose. 


IV.— EMINENT MEN. 


THE Rev. WitiiAM ForpycE Mavor, LL.D., Rector of Wood- 
stock and Stonefield, a celebrated compiler of voyages, travels, 
&e., was a native of this parish, being born in the lands of 
Culsh. The publications of this industrious writer will be 
found enumerated in Watt’s “ Bibliotheca Britannica.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE were at one time many remains of Druidical temples 
or places of worship in the parish. At Barrack, in digging in 
the foundation of one of these circles, a person uncovered a flat 
stone which covered an urn of baked clay containing human 
bones, and a few yards distant he discovered another contain- 
ing similar remains, which, upon being laid bare, mouldered 
away. “ Not long ago a farmer in the neighbourhood of the 
village, in improving a piece of land, dug up six of these. 
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These urns had neither bottom nor top. They were like 
chimney cans of baked clay, rudely formed, about fifteen inches. 
long, and filled with bones and ashes.” * “ A Druidical tem+ . 
ple, about a mile north of the village, still retains the name of ~~ 
‘The Standing Stones of Culsh,’ though the stones stand there © 
no longer, having been taken away many years ago to build 
the old manse.” + 

“The Muckle Stane of Auchmaliddie was another remnant 
of past ages. It was a rocking-stone of great bulk, but moveable 
at a particular point by the slightest touch. It now lies upon. 
the ground, a mere mass of rock. By whom, or for what pur- 
pose these rocking-stones were poised, is matter of vague 
conjecture. It is apa they might have been used as 
stones of ordeal, by which the Druid or Scandinavian priest 
pretended to test the guilt or innocence of persons accused.” t 

In the Statistical Account of New Deer, 179%, mention is 
made of the old Castle of Fedderate, as a place of considerable 
strength. “It is surrounded partly by a fosse and partly by a 
morass, so that there could have been no access to it but by a 
causeway (which is still visible), and a draw-bridge. Water 
had been conveyed to it by means of pipes, for pieces of them 
have been at different times torn up by the plough.” The 
plan of the castle had been an incomplete square of 54 feet, 
with a space of 30 feet by 16 awanting at the north-east corner. 
The south-west is razed to the foundations, 18 feet of the south 
wall and 15 of the west being entirely gone. The corners are 
not angular, but rounded off. The walls are of great thickness, 
occupying about half the area of the site. It may be seen, 
from the tiers of windows, that the castle had been carried u 
to the height of six or seven stories, and the floors are afl 
arched with stone. The breaches in the walls show clearly 
that it had sustained a siege, and had been exposed to the 
action of heavy artillery. “ According to tradition, it was 
built by one Crawford, but at what time we cannot learn. It 
afterwards came into the possession of the Irvines of Drum, 
and is now the property of Lord Aberdeen. It is also said to 
have been one of the last strongholds of James IT.’s partisans, 
who, after the battle of Killiecrankie, possessed themselves of 
Fyvie Castle, and, being obliged to abandon it, took refuge in 
Fedderate, but were pursued and expelled from thence by 
King William’s troops.”"§ 

* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p. 436. 

+ Statistica] Account of New Deer, 1840, p. 176. 


t Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, P; 220. 
§ Statistical Account of New Deer, 1793, vol. ix., p. 192. 
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PARISH OF NEWHILLS. 





PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, 





Etymology. 


In 1663, George Davidson of Pettans, in Belhelvie, and a bur- 
gess of Aberdeen, mortified the lands of Kepplehills for the 
maintenance of a minister, and erected a chapel in the south- 
western division of the parish of Saint Machar, or Old Machar ; 
and in 1666, those interested applied to the Lords’ Cornmis- 
sioners for planting kirks, for a disjunction of the district 
around the chapel built by Mr. Davidson. * The application 
was successful, and the division was erected into a separate 

arish. The lands of Kepplehilis are said to derive the name 

om Cappella—a chapel, and the newly-erected parish assumed 
the name of Newhills, which, in some degree, resembles Kep- 
plehills, the name of the mortified lands. + 


Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Dyce, and on the 
north-east by the Don; on the east by the parish of Old 
Machar, within the Parliamentary burgh of Aberdeen ; on the 
south by the parishes of Banchory-Devenick and Peter Culter ; 
and on the west by Skene and Kinnellar. 


Lixtent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line, from Burnie- 
boozle in the south-east corner, to the hamlet of Blackburn in 
the north-west, is 64 miles; and the greatest breadth is from 
the influx of the Farburn with the Don, to the lowermost 
point on the burn of Broadiach, which is in a direct line north- 
east and south-west, 432 miles. The whole area is computed 
to be 10,321 acres, 780 decs. | 


*<*¢ This benevolent person mortified the lands of Pettans in Belhelvie, and 
of Bogfairlie, in this parish, for the support of the ministers of Aberdeen. He 
also built a bridge upon the great npeth road, over the Buxburn, a rapid stream 
in the parish, where he had been witness to some persons eck pret in the | 
water ; and mortified 100 merks Scotch (£5 lls. 1d. stg.), to uphold sai bridge, 
and to uphold his own tomb, and the churchyard dykes of Footdee parish.”— 
Kennedy’s Annals. | 

+ These lands consisted of 700 Scots acres, and were purchased from the 
town of Aberdeen. They are now valued or rented at £750 a-year. _ 
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The southern half of the arish, including the Brimmond=". a 


‘hill, lies within what is called the “ Boundary of the Freedom. : 


of Aberdeen,” and includes, among others, the greater portion” 
of the lands of Kepplehills and Upper Buxburn, part of Auch- 
~ mull, Springhill, Whitemyres, Burnieboozle, Hazlehead, Old 
Mill, Sheddocksley, Gillowhill, Gateside, Kingswells, Cloghill, 
~ Fairley, Derbeth, Borrowstone, Tullochs, and Essie-hillock. 
The Brimmond-hill stands out in bold relief in the west centre 
of the parish, and is 870 feet above sea level, which is equal to 
average height of the whole superficial area of Aberdeenshire, 
were it reduced to a complete level. The church is 434 feet, 
and the ruins of the Capella and burying-ground of 1663, is 
499 feet. The lowermost point on the Don, at the Scatter- 
burn, is 50 feet; the junction of the Old Melcrum with the 
Inverurie road at the Auchmull post-office, is 152 feet ; the 
eak of the Dancing Cairns’ quarrics is 340 feet; and of the 
clattie quarries, 236 feet. The Inverurie road, at the old — 
chapel and burying-ground of Stoneywood is 306 feet; the 
old toll-house on the Tyrebaggar Hill is 501 feet; and the 
bridge over the Blackburn is 245 feet. The summit of the 
south-west top of the Elrick and Clinterty ridge is 620 feet ; 
and the Little Mill of Clinterty is 300 feet. The lowermost 
oint in the parish, on the Broadiach burn, is 370 feet; the 
Cloghill is 655 feet; the ridge at the Quakers’ old burying- 
ound is 544 feet; the fifth milestone from Aberdeen, on the 
Skene road, is 478 feet; the Gillowhill is 602 feet; and the 
highest point on Fernhill, on the borders of Sheddocksley, is 
506 feet; the house of Springhill is 415 feet; the Oldmill 
Reformatory School is 320 feet; and the top of the Den of 
Maidencraig 1s 400 feet. The Hill-head of Pitfodels, border- 
ing with Banchory-Devenick parish, is 420 feet; the highest 
land west of the house of Hazlehead is 480 feet ; the east march 
boundary on the Skene road is 312 feet; and the house- of 
Burnieboozle is 275 feet above sea level. 

The general appearance of the parish is hilly. The higher 
ground on Hazlehead is covered with trees. The higher valley 
of the Denburn is smooth and narrow, except the rocky gorge 
at the Maiden Craigs. The smooth, brosd: backed ridge of 
Sheddocksley, runs westward by the Fern and the Gillowhill, 
terminating in the Cloghill, which is a south-western spur of 
the Brimmond. The valley of the Buxburn is narrow, and in 
its lower course the stream is confined to a deep rocky channel. 
The Don is confined by steep gravelly banks to its rocky bed ; 
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and the rocky knolls of Auchmull and Scelattie treasure up 
- immense riches of granite within their bowels. The valleys of 
the Greenburn and of the Farburn present a smooth, flowing, 
undulating outline. The bare-backed Brimmond is bleak and 
barren; the Kepplehills and the Ashie hillocks, which lie on 
its eastern face, are mostly cultivated; and the rugged rocky 
hills of Elrick, which form the connecting link between the 
Brimmond ard Tyrebaggar, are covered with trees; and here 
is to be found the best of that pinkish coloured rock, known as 
Tyrebaggar granite. The po ed valley of the Blackburn pre- 
sents a rich tract of highly cultivated land ; but higher up the 
Littleburn, by Rivefold, Wincford, and the Tulloch, on the 
north-western slopes of the Brimmond, the district assumes a 
more rugged and somewhat dreary aspect. On the south- 
western slopes of the Brimmond, from Hillside to Borrowstone, 
and the Longcairns to Cairnhillock, which is in the middle of 
the old moss of Broadiach, the hands of man have done much 
to create fruitful fields, and in raising comfortable-looking 
farmsteads. 
Geology and Soils. 


The rocks in this parish are all of the primitive class, lying 
in the direction of north-east and south-west, generally dip- 
ping to the south-east, at a high angle. The chief beds of 

ranite, and the most valuable rock, appear in the valley of the 
Don, and in the lower parts of the den of Buxburn. On the 
eastern boundary, granite appears on Cairnery, and is wrought 
to a small extent on Sheddocksley. In the north-westerly 
division, extensive beds of granite are to be found on the 
Elrick, and the south-western face of Tyrcbaggar. Large blocks 
of the rock jut out from the face of the hills, and occa- 
sionally appear in the valleys. All over the northern half of 
the parish, the boulders and fragmentary rocks are of the gneiss 
class, with considerable variety. In some cases the rock is 
scarcely distinguishable from granite ; in others it re aaa 
to a slaty gneiss, which is easily fissile; and in other cases, | 
where it contains crystals of felspar, 1t becomes porphyritic, 
and has a reddish tinge. In the south-eastern parts, gneiss 
rock prevails, but with fewer varieties in its composition. In 
the south-western division, trap-rock appears, and all over the 
surface of the uncultivated ground it is found in large boulders 
and in embedded masses, along with gneiss rock which en- 
cumber the ground, and almost bid defiance to the further 
extension of the cultivated land. Considerable deposits of 
peat earth at one time existed on the east, north, and south- 
_ west lower slopes of the Brimmond, and on Broadiach and 


Sn 
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Kingswells, but most of it has disappeared by the progressive 
improvement of the land, except that which is to be found dn 
the north face of the Kepplehills. In the valley of the Don, 


and along the Greenburn, westward by the hollow of Craib-. 


stone, hillocks and beds of gravel drift are to be found, which © 
has a water-worn appearance, and in some of the depressions 
formed in several places on the intermediate hills, beds of 
ferruginous clay and gravel are to be found. 

Soils.—There is great variety of soil all over the surface 
of this parish. In the division east and south of the Buxburn 
the soil chiefly consists of black and yellow loams, on gravel 
and clay subsoils imbedding boulder rock. East of the Brim- 
mond the soil is of a similar nature, but of a lighter quality on 
gravelly clay, with an abundance of boulder rocks; and on 
the lower grounds, north and south-west of the hill, the soil is 
of a mossy and moorish nature, overlying gravelly clay, and 
some moss in the lower parts. In the valley of the Blackburn 
the soil is black loam, deep and soft in texture and quality. On 
the lower parts of the Buxburn, and of the Greenburn, there 
is a considerable extent of rich black loamy soil on gravelly 
clay ; and on the higher parts of Stoneywood, and the lower 
lands of Craibstone, the soil is of a lighter loam, on clay and - 
gravel heds. 

Hydrography. | : 

The river Don* runs along the north-eastern boundary of 
the parish for a distance of about 2} miles. On the east, the 
Scatterburn, for a short distance, forms the boundary with Old 
Machar and the burgh of Aberdeen. The Denburn has its 
source near the house of Kingswells, and an easterly course 
(through the Den of Maiden-craig) of about 2? miles within 
the parish, The Buxburn has its source on the east of the 
Long-cairn, and after a rugged rocky course, in a peepee 
valley of about four miles in length, falls into the Don at the 
lower Buxburn Mills. The Greenburn has it source on the | 
eastern slopes of the Elrick Hills, and falls into the Don below 
the Stoneywood paper works, The Farburn, a small stream, 
forms the northern boundary of the parish with Dyce. The 
upper course of the Blackburn, and its affluent the Littleburn, 


* “ About 1750, in a fine summer morning, between five and six o’clock, the 
bed of the river, for the space of three miles below the church of Dyce, was 
found entirely empty, and was passed and repassed by several persons who 
gathered fish as they lay sprawling in the bottom. No person observed the 
commencement of: this uncommon phenomenon. About half an hour after its — 
discovery, the water came down the channel again in full body. This was 
- occasioned, probably, by a chasm formed by some internal commotion of the 

earth, which was sensibly felt by some persons.”—Old Statistical Account of 
Newhills, 1793. 7 i 
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forms the north-western boundary of the parish with Skene 
and Kinnellar, and falls into the Don at Kinaldie. The upper 
course of the burn of Broadiach forms the south-west boundary 
of the parish also with Skene, and it falls into the Dee at the 
manse of Peter Culter. These streams abundantly supply the 
agricultural wants of the district, and the many springs of 
ure water afford an ample supply for domestic purposes. 
ome of the springs have slight chalybeate properties; but, 
except the spring at Chapel of Stoneywood, none of them 
have ever attracted much notice. The waters of the Don are 
abstracted for aiding in propelling the machinery of the ex- 
tensive paper manutfactories at Stoneywood and Mugiemoss, 
and the other mills there. The Buxburn propels the machinery 
of three corn-grinding and one flour-mill The Greenburn pro- 
pels the machinery of the Waterton mills and the ec tae A 
mill at Craibstone ; the Littleburn propels the machinery of 
the corn-grinding mill of Little Clinterty ; and the Denburn 
ae the powerful machinery of the corn-grinding mill of 
aiden Craig. These mills and manufactories are all within 
the parish. 
Fishings.—Salmon, sea and common burn trout are abundant 
in this part of the Don, but owing to the rocky nature of the 
channel of the stream, the river can be fished only by the rod. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


There are few plantations in the valley of the Don in this 
parish. At the Grove there are some stunted Scots firs, with 
old hardwood trees bordering the river; and along the Scat- 
ter burn, there are some clumps and old hedgerow trees 
at the old house of Auchmull. On the lower parts of the Bux- 
burn there are some clumps of young Scots firs and larch, and 
a few old ash and other hardwood trees along the lower course 
of the stream. The grounds around the mansion houses of 
Waterton and Stoneywood are finely ornamented by large 
clumps and belts of thriving young trees of every description, 
which afford a pleasant relief to the immense mass of manu- 
facturing buildings which stand by the river side, and to the 
pleasant red roofed village of Stoneywood on the west, with its 
generously endowed schools. West of Stoneywood, the lower 
cultivated land has been laid out by narrow belts of stunted 
Scots firs and larch, which have not added much to improve 
the flat and uninteresting appearance of the district. Mr. 
William Adam, advocate, laid out, many years ago, Hope 
Farm by double rows of beech hedges, with hedgerow trees, 
and small angular clumps, which were all thoroughly enclosed 
: ' 3M 
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by stone dykes. Here, much good taste was displayed in the 
sub-division of the farm and the fencing, and for many.years _ 
the hedges and trees were properly attended to, but-lstterly 
they appear to have been neglected. West of Hope arn 
the extensive woods of Craibstone, which occupy the nortan. 
slopes of the Kirkhill and the Brimmond, and join the hi 
plantations on the hill of Elrick In the private grounds of 
raibstone there are some of the finest specimens of ash, plane, 
Scotch elm, beech, and birch trees that are to be found in the 
country, and also some fine horse chestnuts, silver firs, and a 
fair specimen of a walnut tree, and an evergreen oak. The 
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lower outlying plantations are composed of a fine mixture of - | 


Scots and spruce firs, larch, and a variety of hardwood trees. 
The higher and more remote lying woods, at the back of the 
Brimmond, cover a large area, and consist of Scots firs and 
larch, with a mixture of spruce, mostly of mature growth, and 
of great value; but many of the trees appear everywhere to 
have been indiscriminately cut down under no proper direction 
or system of management, leaving the rest exposed and with 
a disfigured look. The trees in the extensive plantations on 
the hills of Elrick, and on the southern spurs of Tyrebaggar, — 
are of no great age; they consist of Scots fir and larch, and 
present an appearance according to their position. The trees 
on the lower slopes and corries in the hills are thriving, while 
those on the hill tops are of stunted growth, and barely cover 
the ground. In the valley of the Blackburn there are some 
small clumps of Scots firs and shelter belts, which appear in a 
thriving condition. : 
In the south-eastern corner of the parish, the Hazlehead 
woods cover a considerable extent of high-lying ground, which 
originally ob to have been of a worthless nature. The 
Scots fir and larch trees, over the whole, exhibit but stunted 
owths, and are of no value but for shelter. In some of the | 
ower lying plantations there is a mixture of spruce firs, and -- 
some hardwood trees by the mansion house, which seem to 
have succeeded better. In the den of Maiden Craig, and in 
the plantations bordering on the hill of Pitfodels, there are 
many fine thriving eee of silver firs (Abies pectinata), 
which appear to be the only kind of forest tree suitable to the 
soil, but they appear in a neglected state as to thinning. 


The clumps and belts on Springhill chiefly consist of hardwood 


trees, which are very ornamental, and of great value for shelter. 
At the mansion house, and Mains of Sheddocksley, there are ° 
clumps of old Scots fir and larch, and on the higher ground _ 
westwards, the old shelter belts are of little value for any 
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ae pepe Around the house of Whitemyres, there is a solitary 
~ looking belting of hardwood trees, and to the westward of this 
place some thorn hedges have been recently planted. Across 
the ridge of Fernhill, there is a fine beech hedge, which appears 
in a neglected state; and on Gillowhill there are some clumps 
of young Scots firs, which have a thriving appearance. On 
the lands of Fairley, Derbeth, and Cloghilt there are several 
clumps of Scots firs and larch, which, though of stunted growth, 
improve the appearance of this out-of-the-way part of the 
parish ; and on Fairley and Cloghill the old hardwood hedge- 
row trees afford considerable shelter to the fields. At the 
house of Kingswells there are some very old ash trees, and 
some thriving belts of young planting on the worn-out mosses 
which at one time adorned this mansion. The present pro- 
prietor, who has done much to improve the bleak appearance 
of this part of the parish, has also planted a good deal of the 
_ higher barren land lying towards the Cloghill, which, in course 
of time, will add much to improve the appearance of the district. 
Botany.—The botanical productions of this parish are no 
way different from the list of plants which we kage given in 
the account of the neighbouring parish of Dyce. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
of jany She and under £100. and aiak £50. and ane £20. and under £10. 
“33 37 42 33 41 
And 13 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Newhills, year 





1872-73, ‘ : : : ; : ; ‘ £9,657 9 7 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- | 
a ; : : : : : .  . 1,731 610 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, and Water-falis, . : . 93,017 15 0 
~ Do. Quarries, . : , ; i. 4 : : ‘ 270 5. 0 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, .. , . §,167 10°10 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, . , ‘ R 542 0 0 
Total value, ; , ; ; . £20,386 7 3 
: Re 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
—. exceed £100 sterling, are— : 


James Hay Gordon, Esq. of Stoneywood. 
Messrs, Alexander Pirie & Sons, of Waterton and Stoneywood. 


«6 ~—* A few acres of woodland on Caskieben, are valued at three shillings and siapence, while pro- 
~ bahly between 400 and 500 acres of valuable woodland, on the estate of C tone, does not 

appear in the published Valuation Roll of the paper fa for 1870, in any shape. We give this only 

‘as one instance, to show the inaccuracy and worthlessness of the ‘‘ Valuation Rolls of Aber- 


deenshire. 
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Heirs of the late Donaldson Rose, of Hazlehead. 

The Trustees of the late Alexander Scott, of Craibstone. bsi6 
The Curator bonis of the Rev. James Adam, Lands of Kepplehills. 
Francis Edmond, Esq. of Kingswells. Vege oe 
Captain George C. Fraser, of Sheddocksley. 

The Trustees of the late Dr. Fraser, of Fernhill. 
The University of Aberdeen, lands of Sclattie and Tulloch. 
James Gregory Moir Byres, Esq. of Fairley. 

William Chrystall, Esq. of Gateside. 

The Weaver Corporation, Aberdeen, lands of Borrowstone. 

The Directors of the Old Mill Reformatory, Old Mill, 

William Paterson, Esq. of Jessiefield. | 
Captain Robert Campbell, of Cloghill. , 

Heirs of the late Alexander Burness, of Mastrick. 

John Cardno Couper, Esq. of Burnieboozle. 

The Trustees of the late John M‘Pherson, of Springhill. 
Alexander Rough, Esq. of Cuttlehill. 

Andrew Murray, Esq. of Gillowhill. 

James Donald, Esq. of Oldtown and Mill of Maiden Craig. 

James Whyte, Esq. of Little Clinterty. 

John Ligertwood, Esq. of Buxburn. 

Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart., lands of Bishopton. 

The Trustees of the late David Findlay, Auchmull. 

Mr. Peter Grant, of Whitemyres. 

Messrs. Charles Davidson & Sons, Mugiemoss Paper Works. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 116 proprietors of houses and feu-ground under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—Most of the land is let under leases of 19 years’ 
duration ; and the rotation of cropping generally is that of the 
fifth-shift course. The usual agricultural crops are oats, bere 
or barley, turnips and potatoes, with the usual proportion of 
sown grass; and in consequence of the large manufacturing 
population within the parish, and being within a short distance 
of the manufacturing population of Woodside, and four miles 
of Aberdeen, dairy produce meets with a ready market; there- 
fore dairy farming, rather than the rearing of cattle stock, is 
looked upon as being the most profitable. On Hazlehead and 
Springhill a large extent of finely enclosed and well sheltered 
land is let annually for grazing purposes; and as there is 
always a demand for such by the butchers and cattle dealers in” 
Aberdeen, very high rents are obtained. 

The improvement of waste land during the last 30 years, 
has, of necessity, been confined to the western parts of the 
parish, for the reason that there was little land to reclaim in 
the eastern ;* but the improvement of it by drainage, all over, 

* We are not in a position to give an opinion as to the great extent of land which 
has béen reclaimed on such places as Fernhill, Gillowhill, the Middlefields, 
Kingswells, Borrowstone, Tulloch, &c., as we find it stated in the Statistical 
Account of the parish, 1840, that there were at that time 13,865 acres, “‘ culti- ~ 
vated, or occasionally in tillage,” being 3,500 acres more than the whole area of 


the parish, as computed by the Ordnance Survey. The late Rev. James Allan 
estimated the whole area of the parish at 18,010 acres ! | 
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has been steady and progressive, since furrow draining was first 
commenced on Hope Farm, nearly 40 years ago. Here the 
drains were cut about an average of 30 inches in depth, and 
half filled with small stones, according to the Deanstone sys- 
tem. Latterly, brick pipes have been used for drainage, and 
Seen ioe the operation has been followed with satisfactory 
results. : 

The farm buildings on the whole do not present an attrac- 
tive appearance. The office houses on most of the smaller 
farms and crofts have only thatched roofs ; some of the dwell- 
ing-houses are covered with slates, and some with brick tiles. 
The houses on the more extensive farms have slated roofs, and 
generally have good accommodation for rearing cattle stock. 

Fences.—Most of the arable land is substantially enclosed by 
stone dykes, and, with few exceptions, the fields are well sup- 
plied with water, which adds much to the value of the Jand for 
grazing purposes. The water-power on most of the farms is 
also utilised for propelling the machinery of corn-grinding and 
thrashing-mills within the parish. 


Mansion Houses. 


Some of the proprietors have built small but comfortable 
houses upon their estates. Among these may be noticed the 
houses of Waterton and Stoneywood, Buxburn, Springhill, 
Sheddocksley, and Hazlchead, in the north and east divisions 
of the parish ; and the Quaker’s residence of Kingswells (1666), 
with Cloghill, Fairley, and Craibstone, on the west. 

Old Mill Reformatory was established in 1857, and is a large 
building, situated within its own grounds, which were_be- 
queathed by the late Dr. Watt. At present there are 120 boys 
in the institution, all engaged at useful occupations, and at the 
same time undergoing a course of elementary instruction fittin 
them for after lite. The industrial training is under carefu 
superintendence ; and the large farm attached to the institu- 
tion, under proper management, is worked to good account. 


Manufactories. 


Besides the important granite quarries of the Dancing 
Cairns and of Selattie, there are two extensive paper works 
in the parish, and employing a large number of hands; that 
of Messrs. Alex. Pirie & Sons, alone employing about 2,000, 
generally day and night. At Stoneywood, they manufacture 
a fine printing paper, and also fine writing papers. At Mugie- 
moss, Messrs. Charles Davidson & Sons manufacture all sort 
of wrapping papers, and some writing papers. oo | 
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There are also several extensive corn and flour-grinding 
mills, on the lower Buxburn, which, from their vicinity to 
Aberdeen, do a great trade. 

The villages of Auchmull, Bankhead, and Stoneywood, con- 
tain a large population, who are chiefly employed at the neigh- 
bouring manufactories; and in the former place the Free 
Church is situated ; and in the latter are situated the Messrs. 
Pirie’s schools, established a few years ago, chiefly for educat- 
ee ag oe children of the workers at their paper works. 

opulation of Auchmull, by the census of 1871, 642. 


Roads. 


The southern parts of the parish are intersected by the 
Aberdeen and Alford road, from Hazlehead to Broadiach, and 
the old Skene road, or the “lang straught,” runs from the 
“Cockit Hat” through Whitemyres, and across the Cuttlehill. 
The northern parts are intersected by the Aberdeen and In- 
verurie roads, from the Scatterburn to the Blackburn ; and 
the Old Meldrum road, from Auchmull to the Farburn. The 
central parts are accommodated chiefly by a road leading east- 
ward from Upper Buxburn to Woodside, and a cross road from 
Auchmull to Sheddocksley. The “Kirk of Newhills road” 
leads from Sclattie to the church, and a cross road leads from 
the church to the Inverurie road at Chapel of Stoneywood. 
These are the principal roads for general traffic, but there are 
several other roads of considerable importance for local, such 
as the lower Buxburn road and its much neglected “ endowed 
bridge,” before referred to; and the Clinterty road, which leads 
from Tyrebaggar to Tertowie and Concraig, in Skene. There 
are also several roads around the Brimmond, which appear not 
to be very well attended to. 

The Buxburn Railway Station, situated in the midst of a 
densely populated part of the parish, is 44 miles from Aber- — 
deen. A line of railway has been projected, to start from the.. 
Buxburn Station, thence along the Buxburn, by Cloghill and 
Broadiach, to Skene and Echt, which would be of great advan- 
tage to the district. 

Markets or Faars. 

Fairs are held for the sale of cattle, &c., at Greenburn, on the 
2nd Tuesday, O.S., of May ; on the 2nd Tuesday, O.S., of June ; 
on the last Thursday, O. 8., of July; and on the last Wednes- 
day, O. S., of August. | 

Inns and Alehouses. 

Except a few alehouses at the village of Auchmull, there are 

few spirit dealers in the parish. 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF NEWHILLS, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, 2. 8 £1,281 5 3% 
| Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, , ll 7 9 





Total receipts, : ; : ; 5 £1,292 13 Of 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or pegetene ; . £1,226 13 04 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; : ; 19 7 6 
Medical Relief, . ; : ; F : . 6 911 
aca ement, . : : , , : : 83 5 34 
xpenses, . ; : 27 0 0 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, ‘ : ‘ : 90 2 8% 
Total expenditure, ; ‘ : : : £1,382 15 9 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. Died or ceased to 


. ive reli Casual Poor. 
Population receive relief. 


Sa ee ss Ue 
n or 
1861. Depend-| B&8#8- iDepend-| Other |Denend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. ania: Sate anita: sheng anta 





























3,463 40 108 | 148 82 22 5 15 10 11 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34, with a classification of rates 
upon tenants. and occupants ; and there are four elected 
members on the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. 


Receipts from Assessments, . ‘  & os ne . £10 0 3 
Total receipts, : ‘ i : : . £10 0 3 
ree se] 

Expenditure, including Salaries, . . . «. £517 0 


Total, . ; ‘ , ‘ : : : £5 17 0 
ES 
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Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” we find, in reference 
to this parish, that “It was built A.D. M.D.C.LXIIL, by George 
Davidson of Pettens, burgher of Aberdeen, who had risen 
meirly by his own industry. He died next year, and has a 
tomb in St. Nicholas Churchyard. He built the stone bridge 
on Bucks-bourn, here,” and “ gave the lands of Pettens and 
Bogfairly to St. Nicholas church,” “and built the kirk and 
mortified the stipend of Newhills.” * 

“ The Chapel of the Virgin Mary is at Stoneywood, at which 
there is a well, resorted to, in May, for washing of ulcerous 
sores.” 

“ The small estate of Kingswells came into the possession of — 
the Jafirays in the year 1587, being purchased by Alexander 
Jafiray, bailie of Aberdeen. Craibstone belonged to Sandilands 
of Craibstone, who came from the south in Bishop Patrick 
Forbes’ time, and was Commissary of Aberdeen.” 

“ Stonywood (formerly Craigharr), being a strong place, and 
having a fine grove hard by, quhere the Greenbourne falls 
into the Don, belonging to ease of Muchils (Castle Fraser). 
It is now the seat of the Moirs of Stonywood.” 


IJ] —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE present Church was built by the heritors in 18380, is 
centrically situated, large, and commodious—superior to any 
church in the country, and is capable of holding all the 
parishioners who are inclined to attend. The Manse and 
offices of Newhills are valued at £26, and the Glebe and gar- 
den at £22; and the rent of the mortitied lands for stipend in 
1870 was £662 17s. 4d. The parish schoolmaster’s house and ~ 
arden are valued at £11. The Free Church Manse and gar- 
en at Auchmull are valued at £20, and the schoolmaster’s 
* In 1633, George Davidson of Pettens mortified 100merks, Scotch (£5 11s, 1d.) 
1. To uphold the churchyard dykes of Footdee parish; 2. To uphold the 
Bridge of Bucks-burn ; 3. To uphold his own Tomb. In 1764 this fund was 
amalgamated, by the Magistrates, with another fund left to uphold the Ardo 
Tomb, and since then both funds have been treated as one mortification, and 
credited yearly with interest at the rate payable by the town; and the accu- 
mulated interest has been applied from time to time, as occasion required, in 
terms of the united trust. ‘The churchyard dykes required most money ; but, 
some years ago (1848) £2 10s. was expended in repairing the Bucks-burn 
bridge. The balance (1868) at the credit of the accumulated trust is about 


£53. In 1869 the Magistrates contributed £20 to assist the Road Trustees of 
the district in repairing the bridge. 
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house at £10. The Free Church Manse and garden at Kings- 
wells are valued at £15. The schoo!lmaster’s house at £10, and 
a cottage at £7. | 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
Rev. James Smith (the manse), chairman; Robert Dawson, 
Roseville, Auchmull, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. 

er £. Bible and Catechism taught. There is but one school 
in the parish under the supervision of the Board (the parish 
school), and 50 scholars. 

_ Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
l4th May, 1871, £47 11s. 6d., of which sum £2 12s. was ex- 
pended on the relief of the poor: 

The Brimmond Hill_—About a mile west of the church is 
the Brimmond, alias the Druman. It is a large worthless un- 
divided common of between five and six hundred acres in 
extent. At one time the Brimmond was surrounded by moss. 
There was the “back moss” on its north-eastern shoulder, the 
“road moss” on its south-east, and “a moss thats usuall 
called the ‘ Free Moss,’ so large that it does not confine itself 
to one parish, and out of which all that belong to the Freedom 
of Aberdeen has liberty to cast peat.” * 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


In the south-west of the parish is the “ Long Cairn,” 108 feet 
long by 38 feet broad, and many tumuli are scattered all over 
the north side of the Brimmond above Ashiehillock. On the 
top of one of them there was a small monument of dressed 
stones, well cemented with lime, and some remains of a Druidi- 
eal circle. On the hill of the Kingswells there is the Quaker’s 
grave-yard, now disused, and the ruins of the old church 
(1663) in the parish burying-ground. At Chapel of Stoney- 
wood there is the burying-ground surrounding the old chapel, 
which is still used. In one of the dens on the hill of Elrick 
is to be seen the mouth of a cave, supposed by some to pene- 
trate for miles under ground, and celebrated as being the resi- 
dence of a noted robber and his gang. “ He was slain by 
an ancestor of the Johnstones of Caskieben, and the weapon 
employed upon that occasion still makes a part of the arms 
belonging to that family. The cave is now shut up, in order to 
prevent the harbouring of foxes and other ravenous beasts.” t 


* From Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections, MS. 
+ Statistical Account of Newhills, 1793, p. 40. 
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PARISH OF NEW MACHAR. . 





PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


In the earlier registers of this parish, the name is the “ Upper 
Parochin of Saint Machar ;” and in some of a later date, itis 
called Upper Machar, and part of the Deanry of St. Machar. _ 


The modern name, New Machar, appears to have been given to ~ 


the parish in 1689, when a church was built, where the present 
now stands ; and in 1641, the minister at the chapel of Mony- 
cabock was removed to it. In the Chartulary of Aberdeen, 
there appears, among the other constitutions of Bishop Peter 
Ramsay, an order, dated “apud Aberdon, 14 Kal. Maii 1256,” 
that the Dean, being parson. of Kirkton (Old Aberdeen), is 
obliged to maintain a chaplain at St. Combs, Monycabock, as 
well as at Kirkton. There are some remains of this chapel; 
and the burying-ground around it is still used as a place of in- | 
terment. At one period there were other three chapels in the 

arish, viz., the Virgin Mary’s at Straloch, said to have been 

uilt by the Cheynes ; and the site of this chapel, which is near 
to the mansion house, is known by fragments of the building, 
and pieces of the tombstones, of which inscriptions are in part 
legible, and by the chapel well, which is close by. Another 
Virgin Mary’s is said to have stood upon Clubs-goval; and 
another on the Bishop’s Manor, on a small island in Loch Goul, 
or the Bishop’s Loch. 

Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Udny; on the east 
by Belhelvie and Old Machar; on the south by the river Don 
and the parish of Dyce; and on the west by the parishes of. 
Fintray and Keith-hall. | 

Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish, in a direct south-east and 
north-west line, from the Garvie lech in Old Machar, to Pitcow 
in Udny, and including Torryleith, the interjecting portion of 
Udny is seven miles; and the greatest breadth, in a direct 
north-east and south-west line, from the top of Kingseat to the 
Fintray boundary, west of Monycabbock, is a little over three 
miles. The area of the main division is computed to be 


6,9582 acres; and the detached, or Banffshire portion of the 


parish contains 2,088} acres ; together, 9,047 acres. - 
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Topography. 

The surface of the parish is gently undulating, and rises 
from the bridge of Dyce, which is 128 feet above sea level, by 
the old house of Rosehall (190 feet); the church, which is 800 
feet ; and the new lodge of Straloch, is 326 feet. The wood of 
Highlands is 372 feet ; the old chapel of St. Mary’s, Straloch, 
is 330 feet ; and the junction of the Udny with the Old Mel- 
drum road, at Whiterashes, is 486 feet. The hill of Clyne, on 
the Fintray boundary, is 543 feet ; and the Change-hill, which 
lies along the Udny boundary, is 620 feet, and the highest land 
in the parish. 

Geology and Sorls. 

Granite and trap rock abounds in the south divisions of the 
parish, and limestone rock has been found on North Kin- 
mundy, but at such a depth and quality as not to be worth 
quarrying and burning. Along the higher ground by King- 
seat, and the ridge westward by the Change-hill, a slaty gneiss 
occurs; while along the Fintray boundary, boulders of every 
kind of rock are found in abundance. 

Deposits.—In the valley of the burn of Govals and Rosehall, 
which flows from north-west to south-east, there ure consider- 
able deposits of drift gravel ; and in the valley of Straloch, as 
the name indicates, there are some deposits which show that 
the valley which runs through the parish, at one time had been 
under the influence of water. 

Soils.—Along the banks of the Don, the soil is of a sand 
nature, and on the eastern division of the parish there is blac 
moorish. soil, on gravel and clay, with heavy loams on reten- 
tentive subsoils. On the northern division, the soil is black 
loam upon a clay subsoil; and in the western, it is blackish 
soil, on gravel and boulder rock. 

Hydrography. 

The river Don bounds the parish. on the south for a distance 
of about two miles; and the chief intersecting stream is the 
burn of Govals, or Rosehall, which has its source about a mile 
beyond the northern bounds of the parish, and falls into the 
Don a little above the bridge of Dyce. The only other inter- 
-secting stream worthy of notice 1s the burn of Kingseat, which 
has its source in the north-eastern corner of the parish, and 
falls into the latter mentioned stream, near the house of 
Elrick. Other small streams, and copious springs, are abun- 
dant throughout the parish. In the Statistical Account, 1793, 
four mineral springs are mentioned ; one of thei is said to have 
been much used, and found beneficial in scorbutic complaints. 
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Loche—-There are two small lochs in the parish, Loch Goul, 
or the Bishop’s Loch, and the Lily Loch ; the latter remarkable 


for the wild, barren, mossy nature of its surroundings, and the. _ 
former from its island having been the site of the residence ofthe. 
Bishops of Aberdeen, before the Chanonry was erected. “Upon 


a rising ground within the loch, the remains of the building 
are still to be seen. At the west end is part of a ditch, where 
the drawbridge was, by which they passed to and from their 
' lodging. It is said that the loch was compassed about with 
tall trees, but none of them remain.” * 

Fishings.—There is good rod fishing on the Don for salmon 
and trout, and in the Bishop’s Loch for perch and pike. 





Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations of Parkhill and Straloch occupy the extreme 
south-east and north-west corners of the parish. Those of 
Elrick occupy the middle division, towards the west, or Fintra 
boundary ; and those of Kingseat on the east, and the Bel- 


helvie boundary. On Parkhill, and surrounding the mansion 


house, there is a great extent of full grown timber, of a very 
ornamental description, with some thriving belts and clumps 
of younger trees to the north and east. On Elrick, Swailend, 
and the Highlands, there are several old plantations of Scots 
fir and larch, with some well grown hardwood trees by the 
mansion house ; and at south Kinmundy there are some hard- 
wood hedgerow trees. On Rannieshill there are some clumps 
of Scots firs; and at Summerhill, along the roads leadin 

to the railway station, there are some thriving thorn ad 
beech hedges. Along the higher ground, east of Kingseat, 
there is a pretty extensive plantation of Scots firs and 
larch, which, although not very valuable as timber, is of great 
value as shelter. The outlying plantations on Straloch occupy 
the high ridge of land which runs along the Udny boundary 


on the east, and affords shelter from the north-easterly winds... 


In the low-lying plantations and private grounds of Straloch, 
there are many fine ornamental hardwood trees ; and the sur- 
rounding woods are extensive, and well laid out for shelter 
from the north-west gales which prevail here. | 
Botany.—The following plants are found in the woods of 


Parkhill, and in the neighbourhood of the lochs, and deserve 


to be mentioned here :-— 


Alisma plantago—Greater Water Plantain. Angelica sylvestris—-Wild Angelica. 
Apium graveolens—Wild Celery (not indig). Aspidium spinulosum—Prickly- 
toothed Shield-fern. 
*In the “View of the Diocese of Aberdeen,” Sir Samuel Forbes, speaking of the 
. building, says, that ‘‘ It looks liker a hermit’s cell than a Bishop’s palace, and 
yet a great man lived and died there—I mean Bishop Benham.” 


‘ ee ee 
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Chenopodium bonus Henricus—Mercury Goose-foot, Good Henry. Corylus ave- 
lana—Common Hazel. 
Eriophorum vaginatum—Hare’s-tail Cotton Grass. Galium uliginosum—Rough 


Marsh Bed Straw. | 

Gnaphalium sylvaticum—Highland Cudweed. Heracleum sphondylium—Cow 
Parsnip, Hoy-weed. 

Littorella lacustris—Plantain Shore-weed. Molinia cwrulea—Blue Molinia. ° 

M- i Be ta spicatum—Spiked Water-millfoil. Nuphar lutea—Yellow Water- 


y: 
OM: oe alba—White Water-lily. Potamogeten crispus—Curled-leaved Pond- 
. weed. 
Potamogeten perfoliatus -— Perfoliate Pond-weed. Potamogeten lanceolatus— 
Lance-shaped Pond-weed. 
‘Potamogeten rufescens—Long-leaved Floating Pond-weed. Sparganium natans 
—Floating Bur-reed. 
Scirpus lacustris—Bull-rush, Great Club-rush. 


Farms and Farming. 
Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form :— 


In ABERDEENSHIRE. 
No. at and above No. atandabove No.atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
y 2 rx 


10 £5 £20 410 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
14 32 23 35 21 
And 8 occupants of houses and land under £4 of yearly rent. 


In BANFFSHIRE. 
No. at hie above No.atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
100 g 220 : 


of yearly rent. and dinner £100. and under £50, and under £20. and under £10. 
5 8 3 3 5 
And 1 tenant under £5 of yearly value. 

Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of New Machar, year 


1872-73, . ‘ ; . ; : : ; : £7,322 15 7 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . : : : ; ‘ ; : : 1,137 0 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where Let, . ; ; , 88 0 0 
Do. Houses under £4 of yearly rent, ; : : ‘ 97 16 6 7 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . , 411 8 0 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, a © g 967 0 0 
Total value, . P : ‘ : . £10,024 0 1 
att Da helo etal 


. Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


Peter Burnett, Esq. of Elrick and Swailend. 

John Gordon Cumming Skene, Esq. of Parkhill. 

George Thompson, Esq. of Rannieshill. 

The Exeontrix of the late Sir Thomas Blaikie of Kingseat. 
Rev. William Mearns, D.D., of South Kinmundy. 

The Trustees of the late William Stephen of North Kinmundy. 
Major John Ramsay of Straloch. 

The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 23 Owners of Houses and Land whose rents are under £100 a-year. 


1038 | | MANSION HOUSES. 


Farming.—The mode of cropping followed in the parish, is 
generally the fifth-course shift, and it seems well adapted. to: 
the soils. The principal crops raised are bear or barley, :o 
turnips, and potatoes. ee 







Leases—The duration of leases is for 19 years, and the con- 


ditions are Satan eae to the tenant. 

Improvements.—Within the past two 19 years, in no part of 
the country has improvements by the reclamation of waste 
land and drainage been so successfully carried out as in this 
parish. Especially in draining has the soil been made much 
more productive, and in the adoption of the most improved 
systems of culture afterwards, the farmers have, by a steady 
spirit of energy and perseverance, converted cold wet soil into 
“healthy fruitful fields,’ where nothing but scanty crops of 
grass and corn grew. The practice of cutting the first grass 
crops for hay has also been discontinued to a great extent, and 
as no crop draws so much from the soil as hay, the second 
~ year’s grass crop often lost considerably in quality and quantity, 
which involved a serious loss upon the tenant; and as rest 
enjoyed by the pasture land was here awanting, the exhaust- 
ing process arising trom hay cutting is only too plain. 

Farm Houses.—These are of various kinds, and, with the 
exception of a few of those on the larger farms, have thatched . 
roofs. Those upon the larger farms, and those recently built, 
are, generally speaking, large and commodious, with slated roofs. 
Thrashing-mills have been erected in every instance where 
the farm or possession is of sufficient extent to warrant the 
outlay, and are propelled by water-power where such is available | 
for the purpose. 

Fences.—In the south-east and west divisions of the parish, 
stone fences are numerous. In the central division and in the 
west there is great varieties—hedge, ditch, and earthen sunk 
prevailing. | 


* Cattle Stock.—The cattle reared are the Aberdeenshire breed, ~ 


crossed with the shorthorned. At Clyne of Straloch (which 
sic adjoins Seatiton), the Messrs. Cruickshank have part of 
their breeding stock there. 


Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Parkhill is a spacious and elegant 
modernized building, surrounded by an abundance of orna- 
mental trees, and tastefully laid out pleasure-grounds, which 
skirt the left bank of the Don for about a mile below the 
bridge. The Mansion House of Elrick is an old building, 
surrounded by fine hardwood trees. The Cottages of Swailend 
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and North Kinmundy, with scarcely any trees, are in the 
*. Aberdeenshire division of the parish. Straloch House, which 
©" dg in the Banffshire division, is almost hid to view. In the | 
Statistical Account of the parish, 1842, we read that “this 
residence has many attractions, and improving upon a naturall 
fine situation, the late Mr. Ramsay, and his father did muc 
bY planting and otherwise to render Straloch one of the finest 
places in the country.” The present proprietor has also done 
‘much to improve the place, by making a new line of ap- 
proach from the east, and by planting extensive belts along 
the same. eee 


The Aberdeen and Old Meldrum high road intersects the 
gata from the bridge of Don at Parkhill, to the Udny 

oundary at Pitcow, being a distance of 6} miles, including 
the interjecting portion of Udny at Torryleith. Cross roads 
run from Summerhill, by the railway station, to Belhelvie; 
and from Inverury to Udny, crossing this parish at White- 
rashes. Short lines of roads cross from Kinghornie to Udny. 
The Donside road leads from Parkhill to Fintray ; and the old 
highway from Aberdeen to the north passes to the east of the 
woods of Parkhill. 

The New Machar Railway Station on the Formartine and 
Buchan line is in the central division of the parish, and is 114 
miles from Aberdeen, and the Parkhill Station is 74 miles also 
from Aberdeen. The parish church and village of Summer- 
hill is within about half a mile of the New Machar Station. 

SUMMERHILL.—This village, by the census of 1871, contains 
a ulation of 155. It is well built, and the houses are re- 
gularly set down, each with a ey of ground attached. Here 
are the Parish and Free Churches, the parochial school, a post 
office, a general merchant, with baker, and tradesmen of every 
kind. At the hamlet of New Machar, which is a little to the 
north, there is the Inn, the only one in the parish, which has 
long been established. 

Markets and Fuvrs. 


Two Markets are held at the New Machar Inn, for the sale 
of cattle, &c.; one on the third Thursday of March, and one 
on the third Thursday of November. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF NEW MACHAR, DURING 
: THE YEAR ENDED l4Tsa MAY, 1871. 
Receipts from Assessments, . ; a ee : . £458 6 33 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ ‘ 12 0 9 


Total receipts, . . . . « « . £470 7 O8% 
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Expenditure. 








Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £413 18 5 

Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ ; : 312 9 

Medical Relief, . ; , . : . ; 1119 2 

Management, . ; ; } : 37 16 64 

Law Expenses, . : ; : : ‘ 6 0 9 

On Buildings not authorised, . ‘ , 19 4 | 

Excess of expenditure over income, ‘ 4 911 
Total expenditure, . ; ; : . £474 16 114 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 























Relieved during the year. receive valic’ Casual Poor. 
Population , Miwa ethan eee Fatuous 
in : or 
Regis- | ,,, _| Other 
1861. Males. | Females, | Total. Depend- tered Depend Casual Depend- Insane. 
ants. Poor ants. ants. 
4 ; 00. 
1,151 ll 38 49 47 7 11 2 2 5 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 


IJ.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Kina Robert III. granted a charter “to David Fleming, of the 
lands of Wodland and Meiklegall (Meikle Govil), in the barony 
of Moneycabow, in vice commitatu de Aberdon.” On the 
22nd of June, 1492, “the lordis of consale decrettis and de- 
liueris that Johne Flemyne, Kunicht, are to vmquhile Dauid 
Flemyn and Malcom Flemyn, his faider, sall werrand and kepe 
to George, Erlle of Huntlie, thir landis vndir-writtin, that is 
to say, All and hale the lands of Elrig (Elrick), with the mylne 
of the sameyn and thair sequelis; Tulymaid ; with a quartere ~ 
of Little Govil, and x lib. of vsual money of Scotland yerely, 
to be payit to him of the landis of Monycabow and Aldgoil, 
with the pertinentis liand within the barony of Monycabow, 
within the Schirefdom of Aberdene, efter the forme of the in- 
feftment and chartour maid to him thairupon be said vmquhile 
Malcom, vnder his sele, schewin and producit before the 
lordis.” * 

King David II. granted a charter “ to Henry Cheyne, of 
ane annual of Straloche and Achstukis in vicecomitatu de 


* Acta Dominorum Councilii, p. 237. 
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. Abirdeen. Ranald Chene of Straloch, on the 12th of October, 

_ 1466, renounces ‘ the office of balyery of the landes and ba- 
- rony of Monycabo; and on the 12th of February, 1492, there. 
is a plea moved regarding the lands of ‘ Meikle Arnage,’ be- 
tween John Chene of Straloch, the sone and are of vmquhile 
’ Ranald Chene and Henry Chene of Essilmont. In 1595, James 
Cheyne of Straloch and William King of Barrach being at 
‘ deidlie feid,’ are charged to appear before the King, in 
Council, on the 8rd of March, 1596.” * 

Parkhill was built by Skene of Lethenty. Before that it 
was called Clubsgoval. Rosehall was built by Cuthbert of 
Rosehall. Before it was called Boghole. “ Straloch belonged 
to the Cheynes, afterwards to the Gordons of Pitlurg, and the 
first of that name who possessed it was Robert Gordon, who 
See the Maps of Scotland, and who afterwards succeeded. 
uis elder brother in Pitlurg.” + 


IIT —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish of New Machar was taken out of that of Old Machar, 
A.D. M.D.C.XXT. It has one silver chalice, gifted (under 
Bishop Scougal) by Henry Panton of Hilton, in Old Machar 
parish. It has the remains of three chapels in it, St. Colm’s, 
at Monycabock, being the oldest. “This appears from the 
Chartulary of Aberdeen, where, among the other constitutions 
of Bishop Peter Ramsay (dated apud Aberdon, 14 Kal. May, 
1256), it is ordered that the Dean, being parson at Kirkton, or 
Old Aberdeen, is obliged to maintain a chaplain and clerk at 
Monycabok as well as at Kirkton.” The chapel of the Virgin 
Mary’s at Clubsgoval, and of the Virgin Mary’s at Straloch. 
“Tn the year 1639 a church was built where the present now 
stands, and,in the year 1641, the minister of the Chapel of 
Monycabbock was removed to it. There are some remains of 
this chapel, and the ground around it is enclosed, and it is still 
used as a place of interment.” { 
_ The site of the chapel of Straloch is near to the present 
mansion house, and is marked by numerous fragments of the 
building, and by pieces of the tomb-stones, of which inscrip- 
tions are in part legible, also by a well close by, called the 
“Chapel Well.” § 
* Pitcairn'’s Criminal Trials, vol. I., p. 141. 
_% View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, pp. 236, 237. 
‘Statistical Account of New Machar, 1793, p. 465. 
_ § Statistical Account of New Machar, 1842, p. 1020. 4 
| N 
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The present Church was erected in 1791, and is sufficiently 
neat, comfortable, and commodious. The Manse was built in 
1781, and underwent a thorough repair in 1840. It is valued, - 
along with the domestic offices, at £25, and the Glebe and 
garden at £25. Stipend, including the usual allowance for 
communion elements, £66 2s, 2d. money; 98 bolls, 4 stones, 
4 lbs. white meal ; 19 bolls, 7 stones, 1 lb. farm meal; 15 quar- 
ters, 4 bushels, 1 peck bear; 1 bushel, 3 pecks, 1 gallon oats ; 
and 27 quarters, 5 bushels, 1 peck, 1 gallon, 1 quart barley, 
payable the fiars’ prices of the County. The Free Church 

anse, offices, and garden are valued at £21; and the parish 
schoolmaster’s house at £10. 

School Board.—There are seven members on the Board— 
Rev. W. R. Bruce, the manse, chairman; Rev, J. E. Duguid, 
clerk, School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. 
There are four schools in the parish, but no return of scholars 
has yet been made to the Board of Education. Population in 
1871, 1,483. | 

Parochial Registers—* The oldest registers extant com 
mences November, 1641, and ends 1650, in very bad condition; 
the second, commencing July 30, 1676, and ending about 1700, 
contains, along with a record of the session’s discipline, a 
register of baptisms and marriages. The register of discipline, 
however, in this book, comes up only to July, 1688, when a 
third register was begun, wherein are recorded the cases of 
discipline, together with the management of the poor’s funds 
up to March 10,1706. The registers which follow are in better 

reservation, and have, on the whole, been well and accurately 

ept. The only blank which occurs in the registers after 1676 
is sufficiently singular in its way to be deserving of notice. 
The first 160 pages of the register are occupied with sessional 
matters during the incumbency of Mr. Bisset. At the bottom 
of the page, recording his translation in 1728, there is attes- 
tation to the examination of the register by the presbytery. - 
The next entry, on the opposite page, mentions the admission 
of Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Reid in 1787. No leaves are cut out. 
This blank of nine years is accounted for by the joint testi- 
mony of history and tradition. History tells us that Mr. 
Bisset’s successor was settled by a riding committee, contrary 
to the will of the people or presbytery ; and tradition says the 
incumbent, whose name it is not necessary to mention, ab- 
sconded for some open immorality.” * 


* At that time the pencnaee of the church of New Machar belonged to one 
Cuthbert, or Cuthbeard, who was proprietor of Rosehall, ‘‘ and did not scruple, 
when his presentee was objected to by both people and presbytery, to force 
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Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £25 14s. 113d., of which sum £10 was expend- 
ed on the relief of the poor. 

A Savings’ Bank was established in the parish in 1832. A 
Library was instituted in 1816, and now comprises several 
hundred volumes in history, biography, travels, &., with a 
large proportion of religious books. I small annual subscrip- 

tion is required of readers. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Rogert Gorpon, of Straloch, was born at Kinmundy in this 
ae on the 14th September, 1580. He was the second son of 

ir John Gordon of Pitlurg, a gentleman who long stood in high 
favour of his sovereign, James VI. Mr. Gordon has the merit 
of being the first who applied actual mensuration in topogra- 
 paeen surveys, and at the earnest solicitation of King Charles 

e undertook, in 1641, the preparation of an atlas of Scotland, 
which was published in 1648, and soon afterwards it went 
through a second and third edition. 

He married Katherine, daughter of Alexander Irvine of Lyn- 
turk, by whom he had 11 sons and six daughters; the fifth son 
being James Gordon, parson of Rothiemay, author of a “ His- 
tory of Scots Affairs” from 1637 to 1641, and of “A Descrip- 
tion of both Towns of Aberdeen,’ with a map thereof, which he 
delivered to the Town Council on the 16th of October, 1661 ; 
and in consideration “that he had been at great pains in 
draughting” it “upon ane mickle cairt of paper,” and that it 
was “weill done,” they ordained him to receive “ane silver 
piece or cup, wechtand twentie unce, and ane silk hat, with ane 
silk gown to his bedfellow.” 

“The original painting of the celebraved Robert Gordon of 
Straloch, by Jamieson, is in the mansion house of Parkhill, in 
this parish.” * 

Dr. THomas Reip.—This distinguished metaphysician and 
moral philosopher, was minister of the parish from 1732 to 
1752 ; ie being the. immediate successor to the notorious one 
put in by the laird of Rosehall. 
upon them, at the point of the sword, or, more correctly, by a ‘ riding com- 
mittee,’ who, more quickly than Assemblies or Synods now-a-days, disposed 
of the doubts and objections of their rebellious flock and the recalcitrant pres- 
Lithia Bieta a Description of the Formartine and Buchan Railway, pub- 


atthe Banffshire Journal Office, 1865. 
* Statistical Account of New Machar, 1842, p. 1027. 
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V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE is a stone in the court-yard of Kingseat, on which, tra- 


dition says, that King Malcolm Canmore seated himself, when 
weary with marching with his army. The king being over- 
powered with thirst, had water brought to him from a well in 
the neighbourhood, which proved so grateful to the exhausted 
energies of the monarch, that he pronounced nature’s beverage 


to be better than ale, or better than dl-ale. From these cir- ««. 


cumstances the said well, on Kingseat, is called the Better ale 
well, to this day. 
We have already noticed the ruins in the Bishop’s Loch ; the 


ruins of the Virgin Mary’s at Clubsgoval, the ruins of St. Colm’s 


at Monykebbock, and the ruins of the Virgin art at Stra- 
loch. Those at St. Colm’s are at least 620 years old. 


PARISH OF OLD DEER. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SyNop oF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE word Deer, which gives the name to the parish and the 
mother church of the Presbytery, appears in ecclesiastical and 
other records to have been variously spelled, Deare, Dear, 
Diére, Dier, and Deer; but always of letters which, when 
spoken according to the ordinary rules of pronunciation, would 
have invariably produced the same sound. 

The story of the founding of Deer was discovered by a 
manuscript in the University of Cambridge, said to have been 
written by the monks of Deer, and to record the origin of the 
Abbey. Baint Colomba and Saint Drostane came together from 
Tona, and landed first at Aberdour, the ruler thereok gave them 

ound whereon to build a church—Aberdour being, accord- 


ing to this open the earliest Christian church in Buchan, — 
S 


The missionaries subsequently proceeded inland, seeking ground 
whereon to build another church; but the Maormor, or ruler 
of the district, was at first strongly opposed to them. About 


this time his son fell ill, and after trying in vain every remedy, — 
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he sought the advice and prayers of St. Drostane. The fer- 
vent prayers of that righteous man availing to the recovery of 
* the youth, the Maormor’s hostility was changed into friend- 
ae and he freely granted land to the missionaries. St. 
Colomba having thus obtained a settlement for St. Drostane, 
was about to part from him, when noticing a tear on his cheek, 
he observed, “ This shall be the place of tear”—that is Deer. 


Boundarees. 
It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Strichen and 
- Lonmay ; on the east by the parishes of Longside and Cruden ; 
on the south by the parish of Ellon ; and on the west by New 


Deer. Extent. 


The extreme length, in a direct line, from Earlseat, on the 
Cruden boundary, to Skillymarno, on the north Ugie, is about 
104 miles; and the extreme breadth, also in a direct line, is 
from the Hythie boundary on the north Ugie, to near the 
Brucklay Station on the Formartine and Buchan Railway, the 
distance is a little over six miles. The area of the Aberdeen 
ortion of the parish is computed to be 24,627} acres ; and the 
anfishire portion, at 2,812 acres ; together, 27,439} acres, 
| | Topography. 

The surface of the whole is undulating, presenting to the 
appearance of the eye of a spectator, a series of rounded hills, 
intersected by valleys and streams, which are of no great 
height or size. The south Ugie intersects the parish from 
the bridge of Baluss on the Longside boundary, to Over- 
town of Bruxie, on the New Deer; and the height of the 
river at this point is about 210 feet above sea level; 
and the distance from the sea, by the course of the 
stream, is 204 miles. The church is 134 feet ; the Wuddyhill 
is 291 feet ; the house of Knock is 171 feet; and the square of 
Stuartfield is 160 feet. The hill of Trefynie, or King’s Crown, 
is 405 feet; the hill of Dens is 548 feet; Slampton Hill is 
_ 418 feet; and the hill of Kinaldie is 368 feet. The hill of 

Skelmuir is 470 feet; and the hill of Kinknockie is about 450 
feet. The moss of Annochie is 350 feet ; the Kidshill is 352 
feet ; the Castle-hill of Benwells (planted) is 491 feet ; the hill 
of Little Elrick.is 421 feet; the Mil of Balwark is 466 feet ; 
and the hill of Clackriach is 410 feet above sea level. With 
the exception of the hills of Dens and the Windhills, Skel- 
muir, Aikeybrae, and the Castle-hill of Benwells, most of these 
hills are cultivated to the very tops, and the valleys are all 
either cultivated or planted. 
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North of the Ugie, the ridges of Bruxie and the White Cow, 
which borders on New Deer and Strichen parishes, are. of less 
altitude. The hill of Cairndale is 396 feet, the Knapperty-hill 
is 408 feet, and the highest part of the White Cow wood is 466 
feet. The eastern portion of the parish, also north of the 
Ugie, is occupied by the policies of Pitfour and Aden. The 
bridge of Deer is about 130 feet; the south gate to Pitfour is 
165 feet ; the lake is 176 feet; the ruins of the Abbey of Deer 
are about 158 feet; the wood of Sappling-brae is 323 feet, 
and the Observatory stands 396 feet above sea level. 7 

In the north-eastern portion of the parish, lies the old parish 
of Fetterangus, which is in Banffshire, and comprehends the 
village of Foitemangus the lands of Gavals, Cabra, and the 
Hythies. The higher ground within the Cairn Orchies race 
course is upwards of 400 feet; and the quarry between the 
race course and the shelters is 430 feet. The tt thies, which 
lie to the north-east of the north branch of the Ugie, are 
bare and uninteresting. The village of Fetterangus, with its 
old burying-ground, is about 224 feet above sea level ; and the 
hills of Gaval, Cabra (324 feet), and Auchrynie (380 feet), pre- 
senting a very undulating surface, but are mostly cultivated, 
op panies: Geology and Sorts. 

Granite, syenite, and limestone rock are to be found in 

reat abundance. Granite has been quarried on the hill of 

nock, syenite on Aikeybrae, west Bruxie, and at Tillypestil. 
Limestone has been wrought at different places—at Hythe 
Clochcan, and Annochie ; but owing to the cost of manufactur- 
ing it, occasioned by the depth of the rock below the top strata, 
the works, at these places, have been discontinued for many 
years. At Annochie, and all over the southern division of the 
parish, there are veins and blocks of gneiss, which present 
much the same appearance as the limestone, and numerous 
blocks of pure white quartz, both upon the surface and im-- 
bedded, alike worthless for any purpose, except the rudest 
description of masonry, and for fencing. On the north division 
of the parish, and on the hills of Cairnorchies, gravel: is to be 
found, which has the chief constituent parts of granite, all 
regularly disposed of, and exhibiting, until touched, somewhat 
of a rocky appearance, but without the slightest cohesion 
among the particles. 

Deposits —At one time there were immense deposits of peat, 
where there was stagnant water. It occurs in some of the 
lower-lying grounds, and in the valleys of the higher, in places 
best fitted for its production and growth, imbedding the re- 
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mains of oak and other hardwood trees, very seldom firs, some 
of which are found in a tolerable state of preservation, many 
of them being blackened or charred by fire. 

| Chalk Flints—The higher ground bordering Cruden parish, © 
and the hills of Skelmuir, alichvars divided by the mossy valley 
through which the Aberdeen and Fraserburgh road runs, are 
covered. with nodules and fragments of flints. “The heart of 
most of these nodules, when they are broken, contains a cavity, 
and discloses the impression of a sea shell.” * 

Professor Macgillivray describes the Buchan chalk flints, 
and ee contained in them, as follows :— 

“1. They occur only on the heights. 

“2, They are all water-worn, and some of them are much 
weathered, 

“3. The species of organics, which are numerous, are clearly 
referable to the cretaceous group. 

“4, The chalk flints occur often in a thick superficial layer, 
but oftener scattered over the surface, and appear to have con- 
nection with the varying nature of the surface, which consists 
chiefly of gravel from primary rocks. 

“5. No chalk exists in the district in situ, nor are the 
diluvial layers calcareous. 

“ With the chalk flints scattered on the surface, a suspicion 
naturally arises that the sandstone fragments on the hill of 
Moorseat, already mentioned, may be more likely referable to 
the lower cretaceous layers, or green-sand, than the oolite.” 

Stone celts, or flint arrow-heads, have been found in man 
parts of the south division of the parish ; of these we shall 
enumerate a few :—On Skelmuir and the Backhill of Kinaldie, 
in 1863; on Lambhill of Clochcean, in 1859; on Little Kirk- 
hill, in 1864; on Windhill, in 1869; on Little Windhill, in 
1829 and 1869 ; on Barry of Balwark, in 1809; on the Black- 
hill of Clackriach, in 1858, 1860, and 1869 ; and on the Nichol- 
hill of Clackriach, in 1859. A stone ball was found on the 
hill of Cairndale of Bruxie, in 1869; and near the parsonage 
of Deer, a flint axe was found in 1850. On the east side of 


* Statistical Account of Old Deer, 1840, p. 143. 

+ At a meeting of the Society of Antiquarians, Scotland, 1874, a paper was 
read by Mr. William Ferguson, F.G.S., of Kinmundy, which gave an account 
of the local collection of celts, flint implements, flakes, cores, &c., made by 
several gentlemen in Aberdeeushire, by whose kindness Mr. Ferguson was en- 
abled to exhibit them. Some of these celts in Mr. Ferguson's own collection, 
which was also exhibited, were of peculiar interest from the rarity of their 
forms. In the collection of James Cooper, Esq., M.D., Old Deer, there was a 
very fine lance-head, a curious arrow-head of large size, and a stone ball, with 
six projecting facets curiously carved. In the collection of the Rev. James 
Peter, of old Deer, there was a very beautifully formed flint celt, long and 


_ 
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the White Cow wood, a flint arrow-head was found on Skelly- 


marno, in 1869; and on the west side of the Cairn Orchies 
race course, urns were found, in 1839. On the hill of Auch- 
rynie, stone battle-axes and whorls were found in 1861 and 
1869. Urns were found near the same place in 1857 and 1868, 


and on the north side of Auchrynie, flint arrow-heads were 


- found in 1869. Near the Den of Howie and the remains of the 
camp, there was found, in 1853, flint arrow-heads ; and by the 
side of the Fetterangus burying-ground, a flint arrow-head was 

found, in 1859. | 

Hydrography. 

The south branch of the Ugie is the chief stream in the 
parish. It intersects and bounds it for a distance of about 64 
miles, following the windings of the stream. The north branch 
of the same river also intersects and bounds the Fetterangus 
division of the parish for about five miles. Thu burn of Clola, 
or Millbreck, intersects the parish for a short distance on the 
east, and-the upper part of the burn of Ludquharn bounds it 
with Longside. The burns of Earlseat divide the parish from 
Cruden on the south, and the Burngrains and the Ebrie Water 
divides it from Ellon and New Deer on the south and west. 
The burns of Stuartfield and the Crichies fall into the South 


Ugie at Mill of Aden, and the burn of Newmill of Bruxie falls 


into the Ugie, below Stockbridge of Bruxie. 

These are the principal streams which passes through the 
_ parish, and they are all utilized for propelling machinery : the 
north Ugie for propelling the machinery of the corn-grindin 
mills of Gaval and Hythie; the burn of Clola propels the mea 


mill of Clola and the woollen manufactory at Millbreck ; the — | 


water of Ebrie propels the mills of Elrick; the burn of Crichie, 
the mills there ; the Ugie propels the corn mills of Aden, and 
the woollen manufactory there, and the corn mill of Clackriach. 
The small streams which flow by the east and south of Auch- 
machar propel the machinery of the mill of Bruxie. 

Springs and wells are numerous. Of saints’ wells there are 
“St. Drostanes,” * at Old Deer, and “St. Drostanes” at Mains 
of Crichie. There is the “Chapel Well,” on the common of 
Crichie. “ Annie’s Well” is on the south-west face of the hill 
of Dens, and the “ Lady Well” is below the old house of Clack- 


lightly made, and with an edge like a knife, found at Skelmuir. But the finest 
implement on the table was a polished celt of chalcedonic fiint, the property of 
Mr. James Dalgarno, merchant, Slains, who pave an interesting account of the 
place where it was found, called the Fernie 
of Loch Lundie. : 

*8t. Drostane, our patron saint, flourished about the year 500, and that 
Aikey fair was held on the festival of the translation of his relics to Old Deer, 
from Aberdour, where they were first interred. : 


rae, near the centre of the Moss. ~ 
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riach. Then we have the old “Abbey Well,” a little west of 
the Abbey, the “ Teets Well,” on the eastern borders of the park 
of Pitfour ; and the “Lady’s Well” on Auchrynie. These 
springs are only remarkable for the copious supply of pure 
water which they yield; but there are some situations in 
the parish not so well accommodated in this respect, “ where 
pits have been dug in vain 40 feet deep.” Chalybeate springs 
are pretty numerous, two of them highly pag base with 
iron, which issue from the south side of the lake of Pitfour, 
are amongst the most noticeable, because more attended to. 

Within the park of Pitfour there is an artificial lake in front 
of the house, covering upwards of 45 acres, which is abundantly 
stocked with tench, carp, perch, and Lochleven trout. “It 1s 
an irregularly shaped ee of water, made by a deep em- 
bankment, filling up the hollow at the west end, near to 
which is the principal overflow, and a very elegant small temple, 
constructed after the plan of that of Theseus at Athens, 
and surrounded by 34 granite pillars. This lake, besides sup- 
plying a peculiar and beautiful object in the landscape, and 
serving as a breeding place, or depot for fresh water fish, has 
become the constant abitnion of a colony of tame swans, and 
at particular seasons of the year it may be seen occasionally 
almost covered with flocks of wild ducks.” * 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations of Pitfour and Aden cover a large area in 
the north and eastern portions of the parish. Those of Pitfour, 
Cairnorchies, Bruxie, and the White Cow, the latter bordering 
upon Strichen, covering a large space; some of the planta- 
tions extending to upwards of 500 acres within the ring fence 
(which is upwards of two miles in length, from east to west, 
and about three from south to north), and are composed of every 
species of forest tree, which are of all ages. The larger outlying 
Drage are those of Bruxie and the old wood of White 
Jow, but there are several connecting clumps and belts be- 
tween. In the lower grounds around the lake and mansion 
house, there are some noble looking hardwood trees, such as 
beech, ash, elm, and sycamore, with silver firs of great age and 
beauty, and clumps of younger, dark looking Norway spruce, 
which have a thriving appearance. In but few instances have — 
the Scots fir and the larch attained anything like marked 
superiority in growth, and indeed the larch plantations on 
Bruxie, Cairnorchies, and around the Observatory Hill, have, 
to a eertain extent, been a failure. Near the ruins of Abbey 


* Statistical Account of Old Deer, 1840, p. 141. 
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there is a fine a parapar of a Scotch elm, growing in deep a es 
table mould, which girths about 10 feet, four feet up, and a 
“horse-chestnut, which girths 8 feet, four feet up, both of which 

are said to be 140 years old. There are some fine beech hedges 
bounding the policies on the east, along the Fetterangus and 
Strichen roads. The policies of Aden lie close to the village 
of Deer. They‘are of considerable extent, and with the adjoin- 
ing plantations extend from Old Deer to near the village of 
Mintlaw, and comprise a fine variety of forest trees. The 
grounds are tastefully laid out in masses, clumps, and belts, 
and aided by the fine semicircular bend of the Ugie, which in- 
tersects the grounds in a deep “ woody dale ;” nature has done 
much for this place. Here there are some fair specimens of 
the larch tree, the spruce, the oak, the lime, the ash, the syca- 
more, and some fine specimens of the Lombardy poplar, and of 
the Huntingdon willow. | 

The hill of Knock is covered with Scots firs and larch, and 
along the public roads towards Clola, Shannas, and Kinmundy, 
there are some good beech and thorn hedges. At Kinmundy 
there is a considerable extent of planted ground in the neigh- 
bourhood of the residence, which, although the trees are of no 
great size, have made very satisfactory progress, and in course 
of time they must greatly improve this bare part of the parish. 

On the higher grounds of Mains of Crichie, and on Upper 
Crichie, there are old hedgerow trees dividing the fields on the 
former, with the remains of an old wood. On the latter there 
are several clumps of young planting on the higher hill tops, 
and belts of young hardwood trees in the den. On Biffie, A 
Wuddyhill, * and on the back of Aikeybrae, and on top of the 
hill of Parkhouse, there are some large clumps of planting. On 
Clackriach and Benwells, there are several clumps of planting 
on the hill tops, which have but a stunted appearance. | 

Botany.— The following is a list of a few plants culled bya | 
scientific friend, which he reckoned as being of the rarer species 
in the district,” viz. :— “ 
Boir acy lunaria—Common Moonwort. Fumaria claviculata— Climbing 
Hippurus ugar Mares Tail. Listera cordata— Ueart-leaved Mountain 


Twayblade. 
M ss ot trifolata—Marsh Trefoil. Montia fontana— Water Chickweed, Water 
Jinks 


Peplis pertula—Water purslane. Parnassia palustria—Common Grass of Par- 


nassus, 
Subularia aquatica—Water Awlwort. Trientalis Huropea—European Chick- 
weed, Winter Green. 
Veronica scutellata— Narrow-leaved Marsh Speedwell. Viola hirta—Hairy 
Violet. 
* Gallows. 


FARMS AND FARMING. 1051 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form :— 


In ABERDEENSHIRE. 
No, atand above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
of seal rele and sae £100. and under £50. and oe £20. and ae £10. 
51. 58 76 80 113 
And 23 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
_ Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Old Deer, and 





County of Aberdeen, year 1872-73, £18,423 1 1 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ‘ ‘ 5 ; i . 2,393 8 4 
Do. Shootings where Let, ; ‘ : ‘ ‘ 15 0 0 
Do. Manufactories, Mills, and Inns, ue Png ; 258 16 1 
Do. Market Customs and Moss sold for Fuel, ; é ; 57 1 1 
Do. Houses and Land let under £4 a-year, . ‘ ‘ 176 6 6 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly ca ; . 1,226 15 O 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, . ; . 41,364 0 0 
Total value, . ‘ i ‘ : . £23,914 8 1 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


The Trustees of the late George Baird, of Strichen. 

The Trustees of the Boys and Girls Hos ital, Aberdeen. 

The Heirs of the late James Buchan of uchmacoy, lands of Knock. 

The President and Managers of the Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen, Kinaldie. 

Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur Ferguson, of Pitfour. 

William Ferguson, Esq. of Kinmundy. 

Thomas Smith & Co., Manufacturers, Millbrook. 

George R. Gordon, Esq. of Ellon, lands of Skelmuir. 

The Trustees of John Gordon of Murtle’s Charitable Fund, lands of 
Clackriach. 

William Leslie, Esq. of Nethermuir, lands of Kiddshill. 

Geor nRe Arthur Russel, Esq. of Aden. 

The Trustees of the late Alexander Simpson of Collyhill, West Crichie. 

The Rev. John Burnett Stuart of Dens, Crichie and Stuartfield. 

The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 100 proprietors of houses and lands, whose rents, at yearly value, is 
under £100. 
In BANFFSHIRE. 
No. at poe above No. at rr above No. at ra above No. at ae above No. at and above 
1 1 £5 
of yearly rent. and ander £100. and ender £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
6 5 5 16 7 25 
And 9 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 
Valuation, or rent of land in the — of = ee year 


1872-73, . , . £2, 7 6 0 
Do. Land in Proprietors’ possession, ’ : : 0 0 
Do. Mills, &c., : : ; ‘ il 10 0 
Do. Small Tenants under £4 a-year, : : 5410 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, ‘ ‘ 313 1 0 





Total value, : , ‘ P . £2,578 7 0 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and - 

exceed. £100 a-year :-— | 
_ Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur Ferguson, of Pitfour. 
And 51 proprietors of houses and lands whose rents are under £100 a-year. 

Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years, with the 
exception of the small lotted land in the neighbourhood of 
the villages of Old Deer, Stuartfield, and Fetterangus. The 
rotation of cropping varies from the fifth to the sixth and 
seventh-shift course. The fifth-shift course was for long fol- 
lowed, but upon the more loamy and lighter soils this rotation 
was thought to be too exhaustive for the land, and the sixth- 
shift was adopted to allow the land more rest, that it might 
become more consolidated and productive. Both the soil and 
climate are better suited for oats, turnips, and grass, than for 
barley or wheat. The two last species of grain are but seldom 
sown. | 

With an abundance of limestone rock in the southern divi- 
sion of the parish, which was at one time esteemed favourable 
to the growth of green crops, on its first application, much of 
the land had been overdosed with it, and in many cases the 
land was so reduced that more feeding and less stimulatin 
manures became necessary. Bone manures have greatly helpe 
to this, and to enable the tenant to raise better crops of tur- 
nips and grass on the lighter soils, so much depended upon for 
rearing cattle stock, which are now the mainstay of the buchan 
farmer. das 

Improvements in reclaiming old mosses and bogs, and moors 
on the hill-sides, have made steady progress for many years, 
so that there is now little land to bring into cultivation, and 
as the great majority of the possessions are rented under £50 
a-year, it is to this class that we must attribute the great rise 
in rent that has taken place within the parish during the last 
40 years. 

Fencing has not been followed up as an agricultural im- 
provement so much as might have beet expected, especially” 
where stones may be said to be plentiful. The class ot fences 
most common are earthen sunk, faced with stones, or with 
stones laid upon the top, and ditches in the wet land, for which 
little or no allowance is made by the landlords. 

Hedges, as an agricultural fence, are not numerous, but ex- 

erience, after a few years careful protection, when young, 
shows that el ought to be encouraged for the sake of the 
shelter they afiord. 1s 

Farm Houses—These are, on most of the larger farms, 
commodious slated dwelling and other houses, but a great — 
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majority of the houses on the smaller farms and crofts have 
only thatched roofs ; comparatively few of them have thrash- 
ing-mills propelled by water-power, most of them being pro- 
pelled by horse-power. | 

Cattle Stock—There are few herds of the pure native Buchan 
breed of cattle in the district, most of them being crosses with 
shorthorns, which are considered the most profitable beast for 
the market. At one time a large flock of sheep were kept 
within the private grounds of Pitfour, but of late the grass, to 
a certain extent, has been put under a rotation of cropping, or 
let for grazing purposes. At Aden, and upon Knock, there are 
also a considerable extent of land laid out in permanent pas- 
ture, and let annually at rents varying from £1 10s. to £4 an 
acre. The small irrigated meadow at Pitfour is let annually 
in small lots, and brings, on average of years, about £8 an acre 
for cutting. 

Corn-Grinding Mills—There are six corn-grinding mills 
where grain is manufactured into oatmeal, including drying on 
the premises, at the modcrate rate of sixpence per boll, instead 
of the miller receiving, as was formerly the case, from an 11th 
to a 16th part of the gross produce of the farm (with the ex- 
ception of an allowance for seed and horse corn), whether the 

roduce was sold or ground. This is now done away with, 
the last of these mill-multures, or thirlage, as it was called, 
being removed in 1840. At several of these mills they do 
business on a pretty large scale, and grain is purchased and 
converted into meal for supplying both the home and a dis- 


tant market. Breweries and Distilleries. 


At Biffie there is an old established Brewery and a more 
oy established Distillery, where a good business in brew- 
ing ordinary beer for consumption over a wide district, and 
where a good malt spirit is produced. 


Manufactories. 

At Millbreck there is a large establishment for weaving 
woollen cloths, employing about 60 hands of both sexes. This 
establishment has a dye-house and waulk or fulling mill at- 
‘tached to it. At Aden there is another, but smaller estab- 
lishment, where they manufacture a considerable quantitiy of 
the coarser woollen cloths, and of yarn for stockings, and find 
pretty abundant employment from the country around. 


Villages. 


The population of Stuartfield amounted to, in 1861, 751; 
and in 1871 to only 647. The population of Old Deer 
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amounted to, in 1861, about 185; and in 1871 to 237. The - 
population of Fetterangus amounted to, in 1861, 345; and © 
in 1871 to 367. At Bank and New Maud (since the Formar- 
tine and Buchan Railway was opened in 1858), a satisfactory 
_ commencement has been made in establishing the village of 
_ New Maud, which is in New Deer, but the village extends into 
this parish, and here the school and several large houses have 
been built. 
2 STUARTFIELD is a long village, regularly built (chiefly one 
:. storied houses), along one side of the main street, with a 
.. Square towards the south, crossed by another street or road at 
' ‘yight angles. Near the square is the Inn, the United Presby- 
terian place of worship and the tabernacle of the Independents. 
~The Free Church, which was built in 18438, is rather a neat 
building, with pointed doors and windows, and terminates the 
vista of the main street on the north. 

OLD Derr VILLAGE is of great antiquity, but within the 
past 40 years the greater portion of the old houses have been 
replaced by new ones. The inn is an old building, situated 
on the south entrance to the village, with the North of Scot- 
land Bank premises in the centre, and the poor’s-house and 
schools at the west end. 

Savings Bank.—A Savings’ Bank was opened in 1825, and 
the stock, lodged chiefly, if not solely, by persons of small 
capital, has been gradually increasing. The North of Scotland 
Bank established an agency in the village several years ago. 

At the east end is the parish church, a large building, seated 
for 1,200, built in 1788, in the common style of the period, 
with no particular architectural character, suiting well the 
quaint description given of the people by Meston in his “ Mob 
contra Mob :”— 

‘* The people who this land possesses, 
Live quietly and pay their cesses ; 
They fear the Lord, and till the ground, 
And love a creed that’s short and sound ; 
Tis true their speech is not so pointed, 
Nor with screw'd looks their face disjointed ; 
If scant of Theory, their Practice 
Supplies the want, which most exact is. 
They are not fond of innovations, 
Nor covet much new reformations ; 


They are not for new paths, but rather 
Each one jogs after his old father.” 


Besides the parish church, there is in the village an Episcopal 
church, erected in 1850,* on ground granted by Mr. Russel, of 


* This is the third sacred edifice which the Episcopalians of Deer have 
erected since their ejection from the parish church in 1711. The first stood in 
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Aden. It is in the early English style, and, on the whole, 
correct in its details. It consists of a nave and chancel, and 
is entered by a porch on the north side. The east window is a 
memorial one of three lights, erected by Mr. and Mrs. Russel 
of Aden to the memory of their eldest son—one of the noble 
sufferers in the wreck of the Birkenhead—and of their only 
daughter. 

THE VILLAGE OF FETTERANGUS is regularly built, and consists 
of a number of thatched cottages, chiefly owned and occupied 
by tradesmen and labourers, who, in addition to their houses 
they usually rent, rent a few acres of land in the neighbour- 


hood. ; 
Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Pitfour is a large square building, of 
no particular style of architecture, on which the late proprietor, 
Admiral Ferguson, expended a large sum of money in con- 
structing its various useful and ornamental appendages, in 
improving the park and policies, making approaches, and in 
building lodges. Altogether, the house and grounds of Pit- 
four are upon the large scale, and, with a lake of 45 acres, 
shrubberies, flower gardens, several jets deau, and a miniature 
model of the temple of Thesus, with fine old timber and 
thriving young plantations, Pitfour is one of the finest resi- 
dences in the country. 

Aden House, originally the barony of Alneden, stands a 
fourth of a mile from the village of Old Deer, on the north side 
of the Ugie. . It is an elegant and commodious house, built by .- 
the late proprietor, James Russel, Esq. It is built in a regular 
square, with billiard-room or library in the centre, of noble 
dimensions and beautiful design. The grounds, which include 
“the sloping banks of the river, are clothed with lofty trees, 
and cut into numerous footpaths, carry you at once from scenes 
of social enjoyment to the quiet seclusion of the leafy woods, 
the song of birds, and the everlasting music of the river.” * 

The Manse was built in 1832, and is a plain commodious 
building. The Parsonage stands midway between Old Deer 
and Stuartfield, and the Free Church Manse a little nearer to 
Stuartfield, are plain buildings. 

The Mansion House of Kinmundy is a plain building, en- 
circled with some fine thriving looking woods. 


the grounds of Aden, a short distance eastward from the house. It was burnt 
down by a party of the King’s troops soon after the rising in favour of the 
Stuarts in 1745, The next was built in 1766, on the north bank of the Ugie. 
It was a large unsightly building, capable of accommodating about 500 wor- 
shippers. Having fallen into disrepair, and some difficulties having arisen as 
to its restoration, it was abandoned, and the present edifice erected in the 
village to supply its place. 
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The Free Church Manse at Clola, and the Manse of Ardallio, 
are plain buildings, the latter being of modern erection. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Fraserburgh road intersects the parish 
for about seven miles, and the Peterhead and Banff road for 
about four miles. The Ellon and New Deer road skirts the 
parish by Auchnagat for about three miles. From Auchnagat 
a road leads to the villages of Stuartfield and Old Deer. From 
Old Deer a road leads to New Maud and New Deer, and 
another leads from Mill of Bruxie to Strichen. From near 
Cartlehaugh a road leads eastward through Fetterangus, to- 
wards Lonmay and Fraserburgh, with a branch to Hythie, 
Rora, and St. Fergus; another strikes off near Fetterangus, 
and leads in a north-west direction towards Strichen. 

The post-office is at Mintlaw, in the parish of Longside, 
which is about two miles from Old Deer, and three from Stuart- 
field, and from the latter place a post-runner goes twice a-day 
to and from the post-office. 


Railways. 


The Auchnagat Station, on the Formartine and Buchan 
Railway, 1s on the southern boundary of the parish, and it is 
27 miles from Aberdeen, and about 4} miles from the church. 
The New Maud Station is on the western boundary, and it is 
314 miles from Aberdeen, and about three miles from the 
church. The Mintlaw Station is on the north-eastern boun- 
dary, and it is 354 miles from Aberdeen, and fully a mile from 
the church and village of Old Deer. 


Bridges. 


The old Abbey Bridge spans the Ugie a little to the west of 
the ruins. It was built early in the 17th century, by “a 
charitable gentleman, James Keith of Bruxie.”+ It originally 
had but one arch, but about 50 years ago a smaller one was. 
added to its north end, and in 1858 new parapet walls were 
built to render it safe for traffic. 

The Bridge of Deer, which spans the Ugie at Old Deer, con- 
sists of two river and two land arches, is a narrow rickety 
structure, where 

‘* Twa wheelbarrows tremble when they mect.” 
There is no date upon it, but it appears to have been built at 
a much later period than the Abbey Bridge. 


* Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 91. 
+ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p, 403, 
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Inns. 


There are four Inns in the parish—the Baron’s Inn at Auch- 
nagat, the Inns at Stuartfield and Old Deer, and the Inn .at 
the Mintlaw Railway Station. 


Markets. 


The principal markets are Aikey fair, which is held on 
Aikeybrae, on the first Wednesday after the 19th July, and 
Dustan fair, or St. Drostane’s, which is held beside the village 
also on the first Wednesday after the 19th December. Monthly 
markets were established at the Mintlaw Railway Station on 
the same day i second Tuesday of the month) as the Mint- 
law markets ; but we believe they are not much patronised. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
- THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF OLD DEER, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rn MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, . ‘ ; ; : ; . £1,882 2 2 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; 2 31 8 3 
Total receipts, . ‘ : ; ‘ ' . £1,913 10 5 
San 
4 Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £1,629 4 7 
Relief of Casual Poor, : : ‘ ; ; 16 110 
Medical Relief, . : : ; : ‘ ; 38 6 0 
Management, . ‘ : : : : : 147 11 63 
On Buildings authorised, . ; ‘ : ‘ 54 0 0 
On Buildings not authorised, . : ‘ ; 25 0 0 
Balancein hand, ... ‘ : : 3 6 5 
Total expenditure, . ; ' : ; . £1,913 10 5 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ta MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
: POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





Relieved during the year. D i err gg Casual Poor. 
i fro tion wien Fatuous 
n or . 
: Regis- Other 
1861. Depend- Depend- Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. ants. diag ants, oe ants, 
































5,174 | 56 | 147 | 203| 131 | 34 | 39 | 42 | 60 20 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are six 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 

30 
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ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC .. 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT. - , 
Receipts from Assessment, ; ; ge og ; . £3411 11 


Do. from other sources, Coe ee ee 100 000—| 
Total receipts, ; i : ; ‘ £134 11 
Expended on Drainage, : ; ; . £618 9 3 
Do. on other purposes, including Salaries, . 1414 6 
Totalexpenditure, . . . . . . £683 3 9} 


Oe ee eae 


IY—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“ WILLIAM Comyn, whose ancestors had settled in Northumber- 
land in the time of David I., married Margaret, the only child 
of Fergus, Earl of Buchan, who, on the death of her father, 
became Countess, in her own right. Comyn, by this alliance, 
acquired the Earldom, and soon after his marriage, made pre- 
parations for the erection of the Abbey on his newly acquired 
estates. The place selected for the building was on the north 
bank of the Ugie, about three quarters of a mile west from the 
parish church, in the valley between two hills, Sappling-brae 
and Aikeybrae—the Sappling-brae rising abruptly from be- 
hind the site of the Abbey.” * | 
“According to Spottiswood and others, the foundations were 
laid on the first day of March, 1218, although a record, or 
tradition, preserved in the Abbey until the middle of the 16th 
century, makes the date of the building the 29th | of 
January, 1219. The Abbey of Deer was at first occupied by 
the Cistercian monks, and, like all the houses belonging to that 
order, it was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin. Three brethren 
are metioned as the original occupants of the abbey. Hugh, 
Arthur, and John, who were brought by the founder from the 
priory of Kynlos—a house of the Cistercian order—and, ac- 
cording to the tradition of the abbey, Hugh may be set down 
as the first abbot of Deer, the 29th day of January, 1219, 
being the commencement of his rule. The founder, with the 
consent of Countess Margaret, his wife, endowed the abbey 
* «The abbey was built on what is now a fruitful and pleasant bank of the 
Ugie ; but in the 13th century, when the monks of St. Mary’s chose it for the 
site of their cloister, was probably a lonely waste of marsh and forest. Gordon 
of Straloch, who visited its ruins about two centuries ago, says, the monastery 
stood ‘in depressa valli olim tota sylvestri ;’ and it is easy to recognise in the 
description the characteristic features of the solitary places in which the 


founders of the Cistercian order loved to dwell.”—Collections for a History of 
the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. 
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_ with broad, if not very rich, lands, and granted to it numerous 
other valuable ‘perquisites. He died in 1233, and is said to 
have been buried, according to his own request, within the 
consecrated walls of the church.” * 

In less than half a century after the establishment of the 
abbey of Deer, one Henry, who had been abbot of Kinloss, was 
deposed for some misdemeanour. “ A monk of Melrose was 
chosen to succeed him, but in the year 1267 he demitted the 
office of his own accord, choosing to live with his brethren 
eee than to govern an unworthy flock under the roofs of 

eer,” + 

Between the years 1290 and 1308, the abbey obtained 
from John, Earl of Buchan, the grandson of the founder, a 
grant of the patronage of the anced of King-Edward. “This,” 
it is said, “ was the last gift which the brethren of St. Mary 
were fated to receive from his race. In the memorable revolu- 
tion which placed the Earl of Carrick on the throne, the 
family of Comyn was utterly overthrown, there remained no 
ee of them in the land save the orisons of the monks of 

eir.” 

After the battle of Barra, in 1308, according to tradition, 
Aikeybrae witnessed the final overthrow of the Cumines by 
Edward, brother to King Robert Bruce, and near to the foot of 
the hill where the market stands there is a clustre of tumuli, 
pointing out the graves of warriors who fell in the bloody con- 
tests. For the space of 200 years there are no remarkable 
events in the history of the abbey to record. When once the 
sanguinary struggle came to an end, and the kingdom estab- 
lished in peace, Robert Bruce did not withhold his favour from 
the abbey. In the Rolls of Robert I. mention is made of three 
charters which he granted to the monastery—“ one conveying 
to it the church of Foveran; another ratifying the gift of the 
church of Kynedwart ; and the third confirming the possessions 
of the brethren generally.” ¢ 

~“ But, as time passes on, incidents began to be noticed which 
bear mournful evidence of the decay of morals in the estab- 
lishment, paving the way for the disasters which follow.” “In 
the year 1543, Robert Keith, brother of William, fourth Earl 
Marischal, was presented to the abbey by the Queen Dowager. 


_ * Abridged from Dr. Pratt’s Buchan. 

+ It was about this time that the church of the Holy Rood was built by 
the Abbot of Deer at Newburgh, for the benefit of his soul and that of the 
Countess Isabella, his spouse. There is reason to believe that the monks of 
_ Deer built another cell in the neighbourhood of Fraserburgh, and another on 

the Windmill hill, near Peterhead. 
+ Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. 
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He was not yet inaugurated in July, 1544, when he is styled — 
_ postulate-abbot in a deed by which the convent appointed 
certain procurators for the recovery of lands belonging to them | 
in the burgh of Aberdeen. There seems to have been at this » 
time, in all, fourteen brethren in the monastery, including the 
abbot, the prior, &c. The abbot, Robert, is lauded by Demp- 
ster for his zeal in reforming the prevalent immorality of the | 
clergy ; and so scandalous were the vices of the churchmen in 
that age that the praise may not be undeserved, though it is 
scarcely doubtful that he himself left a son, the fruit of his 
amours, who was created Lord Dingwall in the year 1584. 
He is mentioned as the ‘last abbot of Deer.’ He died at Paris, 
June 12, 1551, and was buried before the altar of St. Ninian 
of Galloway, in the church of the Carmelites,” * 

He was succeeded by his nephew, Robert, the second son of 
the fourth Earl Marischal, who is known in history as “The 
Commendator of Deer.” Though sharing iargely of the spoils 
of the ancient faith, he would appear to have been at first no 
friend to the teachers of the new doctrines. To a request pre- 
‘ferred by him in the year 1569, with the countenance of the 
Regent Murray, that he might be relieved from certain pay- 
ments due by him to the preachers at the abbey’s churches, the 
General Assembly gave for answer, that “the Kirk can in no 
wise remit the thing that pertains to the poor ministers, espe- 
cially to such as my Lord of Deir, who debaraed his money to 
the enemies of God, to prosecute His servants, and banish 
them out of the realm.” + 

On his finding the Reformation in the ascendant, he turned 
round suddenly, and abjectly craved the housis, biggings, or- 
chardis, and yairdis, to be made a temporal lordship in his own 
favour. “ Unto the richt excellent, heich, and michtie prince, 
oure Souerane Lord, King James the Sext, be the grace of God, 
King of Scottis; your heines humble and obedient subjectis, 
Robert, commendatour of the Abbay of Deir and convent 
thairof, Greiting, &c. That is to say, the manor place of Deir, . 
of auld callit the Abbay of Deir, with all the housis, biggings, © 
orchardis, yairdis, and other pertinents thairof, in favour of me, 
the said Rabat commendater, and of the said George, Erle 
Marschell, ffor erectioune of the same landis, lordschipps 
in ane temporal lordschip, to be called in all time cuming, The © 
Lordschip of Altrie.” { 


* Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. 

+ The Bannatyne Club’s Edition of The Book of the Universall Kirk of Scot- 
land, p. 177. 

t Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, vol. ii. 
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_. On the death of the commendator, or, as he must now be 
designated, Lord Altrie, in the year 1590, the estates of the 
_ abbey and title descended to his nephew, George, Earl Mari- 
schal, and his heirs male ; but he was not allowed to enjoy his ° 
newly acquired honours and possessions in peace. His own 
brother, Robert Keith of Benholm, seized on the abbey, and 
kept forcible possession of it for several months ; and, judging 
from the Minutes of Council of the city of Aberdeen, of date 
_ October 15, 1590, it would appear to have been no easy matter 
to dislodge him. | 
“ For sending out of fourtie hagbutteris to Deir,” it was ex- 
ya to the inhabitants by Alex. Cullen, Provost, that his 
ajesty had directed letters charging the whole inhabitants 
within the sheriffdoms of Forfar, Kincardine, Aberdeen, and 
Banff, “ to pass fordwart and accompany the Erll Merschall, his 
Graceis Commissioner in that pairt, to Deir, for the recovery 
of the hous of Deir, presentlie takin and withholdin be Mr. 
- Robert Keytht and his complices.” Notwithstanding the aid 
thus afforded to the Earl, Robert Keith held out till the 15th 
of December, when being dislodged, he withdrew to Fedderat, 
whether Earl Marischal and his company pursued him. They 
laid siege to the castle, which they were unable to reduce, so, 
after three days, a truce was agreed upon between the belligerent 
brothers ; after which little more was heard of the quarrel.” * 
In “ A Short Abridgement of Britane’s Distemper, from the 
-years of God, 1639, to 1649,” by Patrick Gordon of Ruthven, 
which, “according to the popular belief, foretold that the 
ancient house of the Marischal of Scotland was to date its 
slow decay and assured overthrow from the day of its ‘sacri- 
lidgeous medling with the Abisie of Deir.” Within 70 years of 
the time that Patrick Gordon wrote, the whole of Marischal 
estates were confiscated, and an additional half century wit- 
nessed the extinction of the family. The commendator, who — 
took his title from Altrie, one of the estates of the abbey, left 
no child to inherit his honours; and so utterly has the name 
erished, that, instead of being “ callit in all tyme cuming the 
ordschipe of Altrie, the very name does not remain but in 
tradition.” Altrie lies between Bruxie and Brucklay, some- 
where about Overtown of Bruxie. 

We have no account of the abbey being inhabited at a later — 
eriod than the end of the 16th century ; after which, 1t soon 
ell to decay. The most valuable parts of the building were 

_ probably sold, as nothing has ever been found among the ruins 
_ of any value. 
* Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 101. Edition of 1858. 
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In the yea 1809, the late James Ferguson, Esq. of Pitfour, — 
enclosed the abbey within a high wall, and laid out the grounds 
in the immediate vicinity of the ruin with considerable taste ; 
and with great respect for this monument of the piety of former 

enerations, had the ruins ants from further destruction. 

y carefully clearing away the rubbish which had accumulated 
around the walls, the several parts of the monastery became | 
clearly distinguishable. The church, which had become more 
dilapidated than the rest, was cleared out, and its outline dis- 
tinctly traced. The foundations of the nave, chancel, and 
transepts, and the bases of most of the pillars which divided 
the aisle from the nave, with a considerable portion of the 
walls, remained. The ground where the church had stood was 
lowered about three feet; and a vast number of skulls and 
other human bones were dug up, as were also stone coffins, a 
leaden shell, and other relics of the dead, which were all care- 
fully preserved, and restored as near as possible to their former 
resting-place in the “ Abbey Church of St. Mary’s of Deer.” 

Local tradition says, that it was beneath a willow on the 
banks of the Ugie, immediately under the walls of the abbey, 
where Sir James the Rose was wont to meet the fair Matilda, 
the daughter of “ Buchan’s cruel lord,” and where he fell by 
the hand of Sir John the Greme. Haddo, in the parish of © 
Crimond, also claims the honour of Rose’s grave. 

We give below the modernised version of the ballad by 

Michael Bruce, as it appeared in the “Weekly Magazine of 
Edinburgh Amusement,” vol. 1x., Sept. 20, 1770 :— 


‘Or all the Scottish northern chiefs, | Lang had he wooed, lang she refused, 


Of high and warlike name, With sceming scorn and pride ; 
The bravest was Sir James the Ross, | Yet aft her eyes confess’d the love 
A knight of meikle fame. Her fearful words denied. 
His growth was like the tufted fir, At last she bless’d the well-tried faith, 
That crowns the mountain’s brow; Allow’d his tender claim ; | 
And, waving o’er his shoulders broad, | She vow’d to him her viryin heart, 
His locks of yellow flew. And own’d au equal flame. ws 
The chieftian of the brave clan Ross, Her father, Buchan’s cruel lord, 
A firm undaunted band ; Their passion disapproved ; 
Five hundred warriorsdrew theirswords, | And bade her wed Sir John the Graeme, © 
Beneath his high command. And leave the youth she loved. 
In bloody fight thrice had he stood, Ae night they met, as they were wont, 
Against the English keen, Deep in a shady wood, 
' Ere two-and-twenty opening springs Where, on a bank beside a burn, 
His blooming youth had seen. A blooming saugh * tree stood. 
The fair Matilda dear he loved ; Conceal’d among the underwood, 


A maid of beauty rare ; , The crafty Donald lay, 
Ev’n Margaret on the Scottish throne, {The brother of Sir John the Graeme, 
Was never half so fair. . | To hear what they would say. 


* “ Saugh,” a willow. 
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When thus the maid began—‘ My sire 
Your passion disapproves, 

And bids me wed Sir John the Graeme ; 
So here must end our loves. 


* My father’s will must be obey’d ; | 
aught boots me to withstand ; 
Some fairer maid, in beauty’s bloom, 
_ Must bless thee with her hand. 


‘ Matilda soon shall be forgot, 
And from thy mind effaced ; 
But may that happiness be thine, 

Which I can never taste,’ — 


‘What do I hear? Is this thy vow ?’ 
Sir James the Ross replied ; 

‘And will Matilda wed the Graeme, 
Though sworn to be my bride ? 


‘ His sword shall sooner pierce my heart, 
Than rieve me of thy charms ;’ 

Then clasped her to his beating breast, 
Fast lock’d into his arms. 


‘I spake to try thy love,’ she said ; 
‘Tl ne’er wed man but thee ; 

My grave shall be my bridal bed, 
Ere Graeme my husband be. 


‘ Take then, dear youth, this faithful kiss, 
In witness of my troth ; 

And every plague become my lot, 
That day I break my oath !’ 


-They parted thus. The sun was set ; 
Up, hasty Donald flies ; fyouth!’ 

And, ‘Turn thee, turn thee, beardless 
He loud insulting cries. 


Soon turn’d about the fearless chief, 
And soon his sword he drew ; 

For Donald’s blade, before his breast, 
Had pierced his tartans through. 


‘This for my brother’s slighted love ; 
His wrongs sit on my arm.’ 

Three paces back the youth retired, 
And saved himself frae harm, 


Returning swift, his hand he rear’d, 
Fierce Donald’s head above, 

And through the brain and crashing bones 
His sharp-edged weapon drove. 


Hestaggering reel’d, then tumbled down, 
' A lump of breathless clay : 

_ *So fall my foes!’ quoth valiant Ross, 
And stately strode away. 


Through the green wood he quickly hied, 
Unto Lord Buchan’s hall ; 

And at Matilda’s window stood, 
And thus began to call: 


1063: 


‘ Art thou asleep, Matilda, dear ? 
Awake, my love, awake ! 

Thy luckless lover on thee calls, 
A long farewell to take. 


‘For I have slain fierce Donald Graeme, 
His blood is on my sword ; 

And distant are my faithful men, 
Nor can assist their lord. 


To Skye I'll now direct my way, 
Where my two brothers bide, 
And raise the valiant of the Isles, 

To combat on my side.’ 


‘Qh, do not so,’ the maid replied ; 
‘With me till morning stay ; 
For dark and dreary is the night, 

And dangerous is the way. 


‘All night I'll watch you in the park ; 
My faithful page I’ll send, 

To run and raise the brave clan Ross, 
Their master to defend.’ 


Beneath a bush he laid him down, 
And wrapp’d him in his plaid ; 

While, trembling for her lover’s fate, 
At distance stood the maid. 


Swift ran the page o’er hill and dale, 
Till, in a lonely glen, 

He met the furious Sir John the Graeme, 
With twenty of his men. 


‘Where goest thou, little page ?’ he said ; 
‘So late, who did thee send ?’ 

‘I go to raise the brave clan Ross, 
Their master to defend. 


‘ For he hath slain fierce Donald Graeme, 
Whose blood now dims his sword ; 
And far, far distant are his men, 
That should assist their lord.’ 


‘And has he slain my brother dear ?’ 
The furious Graeme replies ; 

‘ Dishonour blast his name, but he 
By me, ere morning, dies! 


‘Tell me, where is Sir James the Ross? 
I will thee well reward ;’ 

‘He sleeps into Lord Buchan’s park ; 
Matilda is his guard.’ 


They spurr’d their steedsin furious mood, 
Then scour’d along the lee ; * 

And reach’d Lord Buchan’s lofty tow’rs, 
By dawning of the day. 


Matilda stood without the gate, 
To whom the Graeme did say : 

‘Saw ye Sir James the Ross last night ? 
Or dia he pass this way ?’ 


.* “The ite their steeds, and furious flew, 


Like 


ightning, o’er the lea ! ”—Logan’s Edition. 
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- ‘Last day at noon,’ Matilda said, But still he scorn’d the poor revenge, 
‘Sir James the Ross pass’d by ; And sought their haughty lord. — 
He furious prick’d his sweaty steed, ' : | 
And onward fast did hie. Behind basely came the Graeme, 
And pierced him in the side ; 
: By this he is at Edinburgh, : Out spouting came the purple tide, 
o horse sa ate eee : And all his tartans dyed. 
‘ Your page, then, lied, who said he was . 3 
N iw alesping in the wood.’ But yet his sword quat not the grip, 


Nor dropp’d he to the ground, * 
She wrung her hands, and tore her hair ; | Till thro’ his enemy’s heart his steel 


‘Brave Ross, thou art betrayed, Had forced a mortal wound. | 
And ruin’d by those very means, : : oe 
From whence I hoped thine aid !’ Graeme, likea tree with wind o’erthrown, 
Fell breathless on the clay ; ™ 
By this the valiant knight awoke ; And down beside him sank the Ross, 
The virgin’s shrieks he heard ; And faint and dying lay. 
And up he rose and drew his sword, ; 7 
When the fierce band appeared. The sad Matilda saw him fall : 


‘Oh, spare his life!’ she cried ; 
‘ Your sword lastnight my brother slew ;| ‘Lord Buchan’s daughter begs his life, 


His blood yet dims its shine ; Let her not be deny’d.’ 
And, ere the setting of the sun, oes 
Your blood shall reek on mine.’ Her well known voice the hero heard ; 


He rais’d his death-closed eyes, 
‘You word it well,’ the chief replied ; | And fix’d them on the weeping maid, 


‘But deeds ee the man ; And weakly thus replies : 
Set by your band, and, hand to hand, | ; . ; 
We'll try what valour can. ‘In vain Matilda be s the life, 


By death’s arrest deny’d ; 
‘Oft boasting hides a coward’s heart ; | My race is run—adieu, my love!’ 


My weighty sword you fear, Then clos’d his eyes and died. 
When shone in front of Flodden field, ; ; 
When you kept in the rear.’ The sword, yet warm, from his left side 


With frantic hand she drew : 
With daunltess step he forward strode, | ‘I come, Sir James the Ross,’ she cried— 
And dared him to the fight ; ‘I come to follow you !’ 
But Graeme gave back, and fear’d his 


For well he knew its might. [arm ;| She leaned the hilt against the ground, 
And bared her snowy breast ; ’ 


Four of his men, the bravest four, Then fell upon her lover’s face, 
Sunk down beneath his sword ; And sunk to endless rest.” 


IJI—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


“ DEER,” says the writer of the Statistical Account, 1840, “ if 
not the first, was one of the first places in Buchan where a 
Christian church was erected. There is a legend, that when © 
some pious individuals formed the design of building a house 
for the worship of God, and selected such spots, one after an- — 
other, as their own judgment, inclination, or convenience might 
have led them to prefer, while they saw no person, they heard 
a voice thus accost them :— : 


‘ It is not here, it is not here, 
That ye’re to big the kirk o’ Deer, 


*<* But yet his hand not dropp’d the sword, | 2 
Nor sunk he to the ground,”—Logan’s Edition of Bruce’s Pooms. 
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But on the tap o’ soma 
| Where many a corpse shall after lie.’ 

_“ A church accordingly was built on a knoll or small mount, 
embraced by a semicircular bend of the Ugie, and, as was cus- 
tomary, a piece of ground around it was set apart for a burial- 
place, so that the weird is fully verified, in the great number 
of interments that have taken place, during the lapse of cen- 
turies, In a wide and populous parish.” 

In 1870, a new burying-ground was laid out on a small piece 
of rising ground, about a quarter of a mile south of the vil- 
lage, on the west side of the road to Stuartfield. 

“The church of Deer was built before the abbey, and never 
was subject to it. It was one of the Ecclesiw Matrices, or 
mother churches of these bounds.” At the east end of the 
present church are the remains of the old building, now used 
as the burial ground of the families of Aden and ‘Kinmundy, 
which exhibits specimens of a very different style of architec- 
ture. “A doorway, with a ets arch and very good mould- 
ings, in the south wall, and the remains of a piscina in the 
east wall, clearly point to a different mode of Christian worship 
from that indicated by the present church.” * 

Willox, in his “ Description of the parish of Deer,” says— 
“The business of the settlement of old Deer by Mr. Gordon, 
son of Provost Gordon, the last moneth, or in March, made a 
Sie noise, and there is a false and perverse accompt of it 

y the Post Boy in the close of April” “The matter, in short, 
comes to this: Mr, Gordon, a very pretty youth, had a presbi- 
teriall call Gif I mistake it not) to that parish. The gentlemen 
are very much against a presbyterian settlement ; however, the 

resbytery went on, and fixed a day for his ordination. When 
it came, Mr. Gordon and his father, and several of his friends 
wait on him, and, fearing a rable, ther were some arms among 
and some ministers (who had all a great value for ant came to- 
them. When the presbitry and they came to the place, the 
found the church guarded, and the outer gate of the churc 
not only locked, but barricaded with stones. They had a 
favourable justice of peace with them, and the presbitry in- 
strumented, in terms of the act of parliament, to make patent 
doors for them. All this time noe body appeared; but as 
soon as the justice of peace ordered his constables and others 


* To those portions of the antiquarian world who delight in old tombstone, 
and quaint epitaphs, the churchyards, both of Old Deer and Fetterangus, afford 
facilities for indulging the favourite hobbies, not often to be met with in re- 
- mote parishes. In both, the supply of escutcheoned tombstones and other 

memorials of the departed great folks are particularly plentiful, and will reward 
them for an afternoon’s exploration.” —Gossip about Old Deer. 
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to oes to the outter gate of the churchyard, and force it open, 
and the presbitry and Mr. Gordon’s men went after them into 
& narrow pass, between the side wall of one house and the 
gavell of another, and all are standing in a throng, the house 
topes fill full of people with stones, etc., which they throu doun 
upon them standing all together in the passe, and hurt some 
ministers and others. Upon which, two muskets were dis- 
charged in the air to fright; but this not prevailing, the 
Aberdeen’s men, several of them being hurt, offered to shoot 
among the rable, but wer prevailed with by the ministers to 
desist, otherwise there had been severall lives lost in the 
case.* The presbytry and company retired, and ordeaned 
Mr. Gordon in a neighbouring church. Mean while, the rable 
they rise and insult all the people in the place that wer for 
Mr. Gordon, and goe in to the house, where some intirteane- 
ment was prepared for the presbitry and company by Mr. 
Gordon’s friends, and they bring out all the meat, and ale, and 
wine; and drink, as is said, the Pretender’s health in the streets.” 

“This moneth, when the Justice Clerk, my Lord Grange, 
goes up to Aberdeen, he took up the matter. Criminall letters 
wer raising, which putt the gentlemen concerned in some 
fewre. When they come to talk with my Lord Grange, he told 
them it would stand hard with them. Whereupon ane ac-. 
commodation is proposed, and both sides submit to the 
justice-clerk, in a private capacity, as arbitrator ; and the con- 
ditions he proposed, and which wer agreed to, wer, That Mr. 
Gordon, the second Sabbath of May, should have peaceable 


* “No sooner did the Amasons 

Discharge a volley of big stones, 

And Buchan ploughmen charge with flails, 

Than front and rear turn’d all their tails, 

And kirk knight-errants ran with speed, 

And every one got on his steed. 

Nor need the reader long demur 

To know if then they us’d the spur ; 

Whatever use they made of bridle, 

The spur and whip were never idle ; 

Which makes the thing to be admir’d, 

That men, with zeal so much inspir’d, 

Rode faster hame, spurr’d on by fear, 

Than they advanc’d to kirk of Deer.” ? 
‘‘ Meston, a staunch Jacobite and rigid Episcopalian, has, more Hudibrastic, 
in his ‘ Mob contra Mob,’ perpetuated the mémory of this notable struggle. © 
We are not to suppose that partisans so violent as Wodrow and Meston would 
make matters less favourable than they really were to their respective causes. 
The former hated Episcopacy as cordially as the latter detested Presbyterian- 
ism ; and Meston’s oggerel has been as popular as Wodrow’s History, and as 
we have given Wodrow’s version of the transaction in the text, it is but fair 
that we give some extracts from Meston in a note.”—Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, : 
p. 86. 
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access to the church, manse, etc.; that the principal rablers 
should appear before the congregation and be rebuked, and 
acknowledge their fault; that the gentlemen should refound 
all the expense of the prosecution and rable, which came near 
to forty pounds sterling; that they should engage for them- 
selves and their tennents, they should not countenance any 
other in that parish but Mr. Gordon, nor hear any other ; and 
a bill was drawen for the money, and accept it.” * 

At this time Mr. Livingstone, who was minister of the pa- 
rish, was applied to by the parishioners for advice regarding 
what was to be done under the circumstances. He gave the 
same answer to all—that he would neither forsake his church 
nor his people so long as he was able to retain either of them, 
and that nothing but physical force would cause him to re- 
linquish the field to the ministers of the intruding faction. 
_ The Presbyterians, however, as we have seen, gained the day ; 

‘but the Episcopalians were not to be put down so easily as the 
authorities imagined. They built a shire within the grounds 
of Aden for the expelled minister, and his flock still preferred 
to follow him, and to contribute a portion of their worldly 
substance for his comfort and support. This church was 
burnt down on the suppression of the rising in 1745, at the 
instigation of a lady alia was, it seems, a staunch adherent of 
the Hanoverian interest, + 

The Manse of Deer, as previously stated, was built in 18382, 
and, along with the domestic offices, is valued at £22; the 
Glebe and garden, and some small houses, at £53 15s. Stipend, 
16 chalders of victual, one half barley and the other half oat- 
meal, paid according to the fiars’ prices of the County. Un- 
appropriated teinds, £67 14s. The Manse and domestic offices 
of Ardallie are valued at £14. The schoolmaster’s house and 
garden at Deer are valued at £12. The schoolmaster’s house 
and garden at Shannas are valued at £10. The schoolmaster’s 
house and garden at Clochcan are valued at £10 10s; and the 
side schoolmaster’s house and garden at Bank are valued at 
£7. The female school teacher’s house at Old Deer is valued 
at £7; and the female teacher’s house and garden at Bulwark 
are valued at £6. The parsonage, offices, and garden are valued 

at £12. The Free Church Manse, offices, and garden at Quart- 


* Woodrow’s Analecta, vol. L., pp. 328, 329. 

+ ‘That rough partizan of the fallen cause, Gordon of Glenbucket, instead 
of attaching himself to the main army, extended his barbarities into the Low- 
lands, and as the Laird of Kinmundy was known to favour the opposite side, 
he shewed some of his rude ecivilities to that house, particularly to the lady 
who was left in command of the garrison.”—Statistical Account of Old Deer, 
1840, 


 .& Bible an 
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alehouse are valued at £20 ; and the Free Church Manse, offices, 
and garden at Clola, are valued at £12, and the glebe at £5. 

School Board, Old Deer—There are seven members upon 
the Board—Rev. James Peter, the manse, chairman ;. Thomas 
Ferguson, ead clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per 

Catechism taught. There are seven schools in 
the parish under the supervision of the Board, and 647 scholars. 
Population, 1871, 3,928. . 

Ardallie School Board—tThere are five members on the 
Board— William Ferguson, of Kinmundy, chairman ; Thomas 
Ferguson, Coynach, clerk. School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and 
Catechism taught. There is but one school in this divsion of 
_the parish, and 80 scholars. Population, 1871, 1,359. 

Parochial Registers—The parochial and session registers 
are incomplete. It is generally alleged that the registers, an- — 
terior to the death of the last Episcopal incumbent, and the 
settlement of Mr. Gordon, in 1711, were carried off. The Epis- 
copal clergyman at Old Deer has; or had in his possession, a 
register of baptisms previous to that period, in a good state of 
preservation ; but there are no records of proceedings that 
stretch farther back ; and besides that, most of the books seem 
at times to have been imperfectly kept since, until within a 
very recent period. 

Church Collections—During the year ended 14th May, 
1871, the monies arising from church collections amounted to 
£52 6s. 14d., of which sum £48 1s. 3d. was expended on the 
relief of the poor. , 

Inbraries—There are upwards of 200 volumes belonging to 
the parish school, purchased from the interest of money left by 
a Mr. Shirres, a native of the parish, who died in America. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


JAMES FERGUSON, Lord Pitfour, son to James Ferguson, was 
called to the bar on the 17th of February, 1722. He was 
elected Dean of the Faculty of Advocates in the room of 
Robert Dundas of Arniston, on the 24th June, 1760, and held 
that honourable office till his promotion to the Bench in 1764, 
when he took his seat on the 14th of June in that year, by the 
title of Lord Pitfour. On the 9th of July following, he also 
succeeded William Grant, of Prestongrange, as a Lord of Jus- 
ticiary, which he resigned in April, 1766, and died at Gilmer- 
ton on the 25th June, 1777, in the 77th year of his age. * 


* Brunton and Haig’s Historical Account of the Senators of the College of — 
Justice, p. 527, os 
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He was succeeded by his son, JAMES, who for many years 
represented Aberdeenshire in Parliament. He died in 1820, 
and was succeeded by his brother, GzorcE Ferauson, formerly 
Governor of the Island of Grenada, who lived but a short time 
after his succession. He was succeeded by his son, the late 
oe Ferauson, whose son is the present proprietor of 

itiour, . 7 


V.—ANTIQUITTES. 


STONE circles, or Druidical temples, seems to have been more 
than usually numerous in this parish, and the remains of two 
are very distinct, and vestiges of other four can be traced. The 
_ two that are most entire, one on the top of the hill of Park- 
~ house, and the other in the Louden wood, within the policies 
of Pitfour. The site of the others are near to the houses of 
Little Mains of Crichie, at the houses of Upper Crichie, and 
in the Chapelfold of Benwells, and one on the west side of the 
White Cow wood. The one most entire, and best exposed to pub- 
lic view, is on Parkhouse. The principal, or altar stone, lies on 
the south side of the circle, with its ends east and west. It is 
144 feet long, 5} feet broad, and 44 feet deep; and if a third 

art of the inequalities be deducted from the measurement, 
it would weigh upwards of 21 tons. The diameter of the space 
enclosed is 48 feet. Only four of the upright stones remain. 
The one in the Louden wood has six of the upright remaining, 
beside the altar three standing, and three lying—the altar 
stone is about nine feet long, by 34 feet broad, and the same 
depth. The circle is very distinct, being composed of small 
ruble stones, and is 60 feet in diameter, with a small cairn in 
the centre, and a fine thriving Wellingtonia, planted about 10 
years ago. 

On the north side of the hill of Parkhouse, and about 500 
ards down from the top of the Fill, says the author of the 
tatistical Account, 1795, “were, not long ago, the ruins of a 

small village, supposed to have been the residence of the 
Druids. A number of little yards were to be seen all round it, 
one of which still retains a superior verdure, and serves to show 
the spot where the village once stood. The walls were built of 
‘stone and clay; the floors paved with stones. In removin 
the rubbish, the farmer found a cylindrical stone, like a sma 
millstone ; probably part of the guearn, or hand mill, anciently 
used for grinding corn.” On King’s Crown there are also re- 
mains of eirde houses; and near by the site of the White Cow 
of Crichie, an urn was found in 1809, and one in 1853. On 
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the hill of Kinaldie there were several cairns at one time, where 
- stone cists and urns were found in 1814. The site of Cairn 
Cummer is still pointed out ; and on the hills of Clackriach and 
Bulwark there are the sites of cairns, where stone cists and | 
urns were found in 1839. Around the Castlehill of Benwells, 
there are remains of several cairns, where stone cists and urns 
were found in 1855 and 1857. On Windhill there are thé 
remains of a cairn, where stone cists and urns were found in 
1851 and 1868 ; and on Jock’s-hill of Crichie, there is a large 
cairn. “A cairn on the hill of Auchmachar was opened up in 
the end of the last century, and an urn was found with its 
mouth adorned with a number of small jet black substances, ' 
circular and perforated, and on the Knapperty-hill, which is 
a little to the west of the latter, there is a large cairn, where a 
stone cist, containing human bones, was found in 1839.” On 
the hill of Aikeybrae there is a spot pointed out, where, ’tis 
said, one of the Cumyns, Earl of Buchan, by a fall from his 
horse at hunting, dashed out his brains. The prediction goes 
that this Earl (who lived under King Alexander ITT.) had called 
Thomas the Rhymer by the name of Thomas the Liar, to show 
how much he slighted his predictions ; whereupon the famous 
fortune-teller denounced his impending fate to him in these 
words, which, ’tis added, were all fulfilled literally :— 
‘¢ Though Thomas the Lyar thou call’st me, 

A sooth tale I shall tell to thee : 

By Aikey-side thy horse shall ride, 

He shall stumble, and thou shalt fa’ ; 

Thy neck-bone shall break in twa, 

And, maugre all thy kin and thee, 

Thy own belt thy bier shall be.” * 

On the top of the hill of Bruxie, on the west side of the 
White Cow, and in the Den of Howie, near Fetterangus, there 
are traces of fortifications and encampments; “and near the 
foot of Aikeybrae, there is a cluster of tumuli, pointing out 
the graves of warriors who fell in a bloody contest reported to 
have taken place between Edward, the brother of Robert. 
Bruce, and Cumming, Earl of Buchan, with their followers and 
clansmen.” + 

The Stone of Deer is one of those of which a fac-similie is 
Siler in the Sculptured Stones of Scotland, published by the 

palding Club, The cross was incised on the face of the pillar, 
and on the obverse the now well known, though yet undeci- 
phered, semilunar hierogl hic. N othing is known as to the 
precise original locality of the stone, but it stood at the north- 


west corner of the old Abbey church till about 1854, when it 
_* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, p. 898. 
+ Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 111. 
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shared the same fate as did many other stones of the sacred 
building. _ It was a closed grained light-coloured syenite 
stone, and stood about sixfeet out of the ground. 

Abbey of Deer—What remains of this ancient building is 
now within, and protected by the high wall which encloses the 
fruit and kitchen garden of Pitfour, and from the ground plan, 
which yet marks the remaining fragments of the walls, it 
appears to have been a very extensive, though rude piece of 
masonry, covering about an acre of ground. The late James 
Ferguson of Pitfour, M.P., took the trouble of clearing away 
part of the rubbish, and repairing some of the principal walls, 
according to the original plan of the building, in order that 
the form and style of the edifies might be more distinctly seen. 
The church was built on the north side, in the form of a cross, 
and consisted of a nave, with a north aisle, transept, and 
chancel in fair proportions. The internal dimensions are as 
follows :—The greatest length, taken internally from east to 
west, is 150 fect, and the greatest breadth across the transept 
90 feet. Width of nave and aisle 38} feet, and length of nave 
90 feet. Length of chancel 30 feet, and width of nave and 
chancel 27 feet. The nave was divided into five bays, the 
chancel not extending beyond the line of pillars, which were 
about 17 feet apart, and considerably nearer the north than 
the south side. The bases of these pillars might have been 
traced till very lately. From the few mouldings, and top arches 
of the windows which, till lately, were to be found among 
the ruins, it is evident that the church was built in the style 

eculiar to the age, namely, the first pointed, or early English. 

he arches were lancet shaped, and ae mouldings deeply cut 
in red sandstone, which is said to have been brought from a 
ey at Byth, a distance of some 12 miles. A namesake of 
the founder was the builder. Not many years ago, a lintel over 
a door in the old castle of Inverallochy, parish of Lonmay, 
was removed. It bore the sculptured arms of the Cumings, 
with the following legend, or words to the same effect :-— 


‘¢ J, Jordan Cummin, indwaller here, | 
Got the lands of Inverallochy for building the Abbey of Deer.” 


On the south side of the Ugie is the Manor-house of Clack- 
riach, now in ruins, It stands on the brow of a rising ground 
nearly a mile from the stream, and belonged to a family of 
Keiths. In the Poll-Book of Aberdeenshire it is stated that, in 
1696, “ John Keith, late in Clackriach,” is “ out of the king- 
dom ;” but “ Elizabeth Sutherland, his ladie,” and “ their 
seven children,” and “ their nurse,” and “ servants,” are liable 
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for the poll-tax. The house was inhabited till within the pa 
60 peas but it is now fast falling to decay. ji 
bout a mile and a-half in a nofth-easterly direction from 
the village of Deer are the ruins of the old parish church of 
Fetterangus, built on a slight eminence, and at the distance of 
a few hundred yards west of the village of the same name. * — 
“It stands on the north-west corner of a small churchyard, 
and has been a building of diminutive size, measuring 33 feet 
by 12 inside. The entrance has been in the south wall, and 
about one-third of its length from the west end. Not enough 
of the wall remains to indicate the number of the windows.” 
There are some peculiarly-shaped tombstones in the church- 
ard, The following hieroglyphics and inscription are on a 
arge flat stone in the south-west corner of the churchyard. © 
In the top compartment there is a shield, surmounted by the 
head and wings of an angel, rudely carved. On the shield are 
the letters “A.G.” and “C. M.,” and on the left and lower 
angle of the compartment is a skull, opposite to which is a 
skeleton, all rudely chiselled. The inscription occupies the 
rest of the surface :—“ Here lies, in hopes of a blessed resur- 
rection, the corps of Alexander Gordon of Cloves, who departed, 
this life Aprile the 22nd,1710; also the corps of James Gordon, 
his son, who departed this life Aprile 21, 1712; also here lies 
the corps of Charles Morrison of Fetterangus, who departed this 
life the 26th January, 1733 years; also five children of Sir 
Robert Innesis and Dame Janet Gordon of Balvenie ; also Jean 
Morrison, spouse to Alexander Gordon of Cloves, who died 
May 5th, 1739, aged 65; also the body of Charles Gordon of 
Fetterangus, who died October 4th, 1767, aged 62. 


* The parish of Fetterangus, which is a detached portion of the county of 
Banff, and lies aoe the north-east side of Deer, was annexed to this parish in 
the year 1618. Before that period the cure of the former was served by the 
minister of St. Fergus. It belonged to the Cheynes, who had their castle and 
principal residence at Inverugie. 
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PARISH OF OLD MACHAR. 
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Etymology. 

THE parish of Old Machar was originally a deanery called the 
Deanery of Saint Machar; and in Gaelic Machair means “a 
plain.” The name appears singly in the counties of Inverness 
and Lanark, and as Machermore in Kirkcudbright. Machair- 
mor and beag, which signifies “the larger and lesser plain,” is 
found in Argyleshire ; and the Auch-machars in this County, 
which signify “the plain fields,” are to be found in the parish 
of Old Deer. 

The Deanery of St. Machar comprehended what is now the 
oarishes of Old Machar proper, N ewhills, Dyce, and New 

achar. New Machar was disjoined about the Reformation ; 
that of Dyce, or the Chapel of St. Fergus, presumably about 
the same time; and Newhills in 1666. This parish is also 
ealled the Old Town parjsh; and the Oldtown Cathedral is 
now the parish church. 

Boundarves. 

Old Machar parish is bounded on the north by the parishes 
of New Machar and Belhelvie; on the east by the German 
Ocean (along which it has a sea board of four miles), and the 

arishes of St. Nicholas, or Aberdeen; on the south by the 

ee, along which it has a river pontage of one mile, two fur- 
longs, 350 yards ; and on the west it is bounded by Banchory- 
Devenick, Newhills, and Dyce; and by the Don from the 
Seatterburn up to Airyburn, in New Machar. 


Katent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line, from the 
influx of the burn of Ruthriestone with the Dee, to the Bel- 
helvie boundary north of the Corbic-loch, 1s seven miles; and 
the greatest breadth, from the sea at Black-dog, to the Don 
on the New Machar boundary, also in a direct line, is 44 miles. 
The whole area of the parish is computed to be 12,595 acres, 
479 decs. That portion within the burgh of Aberdeen is esti- 
mated to be about 5,290} acres. | 


Topography. 
On the division of the parish of Old Machar, north of the 
Don, the surface is varied. Bordering the sea-shore, the large 
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tract of broken benty hills and green knolls, between the new 
bridge of Don and Tarbot-hill, stand at an average of 50 feet 
above sea level; and in the north-east corner the Strabathie, 
or Tarbathie Hill, stands 170 feet above sea level. West of 
the Ellon road are the gravelly hillocks of Mindurno, and the 
ridges of Tramaud, which are 260 feet; the Shielhill is 265 
feet, and the hill of Perwinnes is 313 feet. The Corbie-loch, 
on the north-west corner of the parish, 1s 251 feet above sea 
level; while the peak of Scotston moor, in the central division, 
is 270 feet ; and the summit of the Old Meldrum road, on the 
west side of it, is 282 feet. The broad-backed hill west of « 
Mains of Scotston, is 807 feet ; and the lower flat range of this 
hill, on Danestone, is 250 feet. The Fowler’s Hill, on the west, 
overlooks the valley of the Don, Loch Goul, or the Bishop’s 
Loch, in New Machar, with the flat mosses on Grandholm, and 
Leuchlands on the east, which stand, on an average, about 196 
feet above sea level. The junction of the Udny with the Ellon 
road, near Mill of Mindurno, is 130 feet ; and the second mile- 
stone on the Ellon road from Aberdeen, is 65 feet. The road- 
way on the new bridge of Don is 41 feet ; the peak of the road- 
way on the old bridge 1s about 60 feet ; the Grandholm works 
are about 45 feet; and the top of the Downie Hill is 100 feet. 
The highest tides rise in the river to within 350 yards of the 
Kettock’s Mill weir; the coping of the Woodside, or Printfield 
weir at Persley, is 50 feet ; and the highest point on the Don, 
fe the Carlin-pot at Airyburn, is about 104 feet above sea 
level. 

The northern division of the parish is undulatory and bare, 
from the sea to the Corbic-loch, with its bleak mossy surround- 
ings. Scotston moor, or the “ Aulton common,” occupies a 
central position, and has the plantations and private grounds 
of Denmore on the east, and the finely wooded private grounds 
of Scotston on the west; while the moor itself, though onl 
covered with heath and whins, has, along with its small gees 
and boggy streamlets, long been known to be rich in botanical 

roductions. The eastern division is bare, if we except the 
belts and clumps of trees on Denmore ; but it is closely culti- 
vated, and studded with small farm houses. On the sloping , 

rounds vying along the valley of the river, there are severa 

ne mansion houses on Balgownie and Danestone, beautifully 
adorned with clumps and belts of planting ; and on the extreme 
west stands the mansion house of Grandholm, “ amidst its 
tall ancestral trees.” Altogether, the general aspect of the 
country is pleasing.. On the north bank of the river, below 
the “ auld brig,” stands the hamlet, or Cot Town of Balgownie, 
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and by the new bridge there are the Don Mills, with some 
modern buildings ; but, with the exception of a few monarchial 
looking plane and ash trees by the old bridge, the steep banks 
of the river between the bridges are bare. From the old 
bridge, up to the Walker’s haugh of Seaton, the rocky crags con- 
fine the river into a narrow dismal looking channel, where the 
_ waters are still and loch-like, and in many laces hidden from 
view by the close foliage of the trees, which clothe the braes 
and overhang the stream, as it were to intercept the view and 
conceal the terrors of the precipices near the “ Devil’s rock” 
and the “ Lover’s loup,” and the horrors of “'Tam’s hole,” and 
the “Black nook,” which are scarcely seen from the crown of the 
rey gothic arch of the “ auld brig,’ long since doomed by a 
hymer, described by Byron, painted by a Nasmyth, and 
Ean in many a photograph, without more than justice 
eing done to the singular romantic beauty of scenes which 
have charmed many. Above the Devil’s rock, the Don has 
formed a rather snakish course round the island-looking haugh 
of Kettock’s Mills, by the dark side of Tillydrone, and the 
braes of Gordon’s Mills, and by the old Printtield works, and 
the back of “ Wud-syed,” with its castellated farm stead, above 
which, and at the Scatterburn, the river appears to rest for a 
time in a deep dark pool after having performed important 
services in the manufacture of paper at Stoneywood in the 
adjoining parish of Newhills. The haughs on the north side 
of the river, above Persley, are flat and uninteresting, relieved 
only by some cross belts of planting, and the debris from the 
workings of the granite quarries; but below the Woodside 
weir and the Downie Hill, which is at the top of the lower 
haughs of Grandholm, a scene of extreme beauty is here pre- 
sented. The lower slopes of Danestone and Balgownie are 
studded with fine mansions, and the majestic-looking building 
of the Grandholm woollen factory stands on one side of the 
plain, and the Don runs on the other within a fringe of trees, | 
while the busy town of Woodside, and grey towers of the Old- 
town Cathedral appear as if they were overlooking “ one of 
the finest valleys that ever spread its bosom to the sun.” 


Geology and Soils. 


The geological features of this division of the parish are 
very interesting. A slaty gneiss ee on the north bank of 
the Don below the new bridge, and a coarse gneiss rock forms 
the precipitous ee at the bridge of Balgownie, and extends 

along the valley of the river westward till it passes into the 
granite beds of the Persley quarries. Inthe bed of the Silver- 
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burn, between Denmore and Scotston, primary limestone ap-_ 
pears, and further north veins of the rock are to be found on - 


the Perwinnes or northern face of the moor of Scotston, 
where it has been worked. Oxide of manganese, chiefly of the 
grey kind, is found on Danestone, and not many years ago 
‘It was dug to sume extent on the Laverock braes. It was 
found in masses, accompanied with sulphate of barytes, and 
some rich veins of red hematite, or peroxide of iron. Magnetic 
iron ore, or protoxide of iron (iserine) is occasionally found in 
the sand at Don mouth after floods. It is a dark coloured or 
black granite sand, shining, hard and brittle ; but the geognostic 
situation of the iserine has not yet been discovered. On the 
south side of the river, below the old bridge, there is a con- 
glomerated structure of rounded fragmentary rocks, which 
consist of granite, quartz, and slaty flint, partially cemented 
together by ferruginous matter in such quantity as to render 
the rock, on exposure, easily disintegrated, consequently it may 
be termed a worthless conglomerate, only remotely allied to 
the old red sandstone. 

Deposits—Along the sea shore, and in the howe of Murcar, 
peat moss is to be found underlying the immense deposits of 
sea sand which have been drifted into ridges and knolls of 
most fantastic shape, but which are, in most cases, thoroughly 
bound down and tied together by the long creeping roots of 
the Ammophila arundinacea,* a plant which has ee planted 
on many parts of the coast of Scotland for preventing sand 
drift. In the north-eastern corner of the parish large deposits 
of unconsolidated matter, loose conglomerates, gravel, sand, 
and beds of clay are to be found. In some places the gravel 
drifts are of large size and peculiar shapes, and the rigeedients 
which compose this series consist of that which forms a fine 
sand to rounded masses of quartz, gneiss, greenstone, grey- 
wacke, and fragments of granite of every size, from the mere 
hand stone to that of several tons in weight, and all are 
rounded and have a water-worn appearance. The formation 
of these beds and hillocks of gravel, sand, and clay, some of 
which are found at a high elevation, lead to the inference 
that they have been water-formed,t but we can only say that 


oo Arunda arenaria of Eng. Bot., vol. viii, p. 520, and Eng. Fl., vol. I, 
. 172. 

‘ + ‘* Many geologists of the highest reputation have maintained that. the 
beds of rivers are the result of these river’s action; in opposition to this, 
however, we.hold that an examination of the rocks which form the banks and 
bed of a river or stream, in many instances shows almost to a certainty, that 
the bed must have been formed before the water ran ; in short, we can only ex- 
pan the disrupted 9) grubor gr by supposing that the solid strata had been 
ractured by actions of great intensity. It is next to an impossibility that a 


he. 
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the present arrangement of land and water does not appear to 
us to have had any thing to do with the formation of these 
diluvial beds or accumulations, as they are far beyond the in- 
fluence of any stream, and thus imply a different mode of 
formation. Neither can we suppose that the impetuosity of 
the Dee could have forced the barriers of the Craiglug, or the 
sullen waters of the Don could have forced their way through 
the Braes o’ Don and Seaton, or the rocks at the Black-nook 
of the bridge of Balgownie. 

Peat earth seems to have been very generally distributed, 
and, as before stated, it has been found along the sea shore; 
it is also found in some of ‘the lower-lying inland valleys, and 
at considerable elevations in the mosses of Grandholm, Per- 
winnes, Leuchlands, and at the Corbie-loch. It is here found 
in all situations, and, if it is not at present forming, it does 
not appear at least to be connected “with those violent changes 
which have effected the distribution of land and water rela- 
tively to each other,” it only appears here as a sedimentary 
deposit of decaved vegetable matter. 

he alluvial land, or haughs along the Don on the north 
side of the river, are those of Kettock’s Mills, Grandholm 
Works, Persley, and Grandholm House, but they exhibit no- 
thing remarkable in their formation, except a fertile soil de- 
- rived, during the course of ages, from higher-lying rocks and 
soils over which the waters have passed 1n their course seawards. 

Soils.—The soil over the eastern division of the parish is of 
great variety. In the howe of Murcar it 1s black loam, and on 
the knolls it is mixed with sand and gravel. On the higher 
land westward by Denmore, Scotston, and on the braes of 
Balgownie and Danestone, the soil generally is yellowish loam, 
on gravel, and beds of clay with boulder rock ; and on Persley 
and Danestone it 1s black loam, with a considerable mixture of 
decomposed granite. Towards the mosses the soil is light and _ 
of a peaty nature. On the extreme northern division there is 
also great variety of soil. In-the lower ground, around the 
mosses and lochs, the soil is of a light nature; on the higher 
ground there is good light yellow and black loam, and on the 
gravelly knolls and ridges it partakes much of the character 
of the subsoil. On the lower haughs of Grandholm and Ket- 
tock’s Mills the soil consists of a rich yellow loam, and on the 
ye haughs of Persley and Grandholm it is darker in colour 
and not of such a fertile nature. 


little rivulet which winds its way through cliffs of the hardest rocks, and 
which may be several hundred feet in height, could, even though it had con- 
tinued to run for almost an infinity of ages, have formed its present bed,”— 
Cunningham’s Geognostical Account of Banffshire, 1842. 
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| Hydrography. = 
The sea shore, from Don-mouth to the Black-dog, a distance 


of bie two miles, six furlongs, exhibits a fine sandy beac 
and— 





‘* A distinct trace (border) of silver sand, 
Marks where the water meets the land.” 
The Black-dog, a solitary rock in the sands, marks the boundary 
between this parish and Belhelvie. It is of, black serpentin- 
ous rock, ee at low water, one may walk round it on the 
sand, but at high water the top of the rock appears like the | 
head of a black dog, and to this it owes its name. © 
The river Don forms the southern boundary of this division 
of the parish, from the sea to Airyburn, on the boundary with 
New Machar, and the whole length of its course, following the 
windings of the stream is six miles, 34 furlongs; in the follow- 
ing sections, viz., From the sea to the old Bridge of Don, it is 
6 furlongs and 96 yards; to the Scatterburn it is 3 miles, 5 
furlongs, 119 yards; to the Buxburn it is 4 miles, 170 yards ; 
to the weir of the Stoneywood paperworks the distance is 5 
miles, 2 furlongs, 38 yards; and the whole distance, as before 
stated, 6 miles, 3} furlongs. 
The sources of the Don are in peaty ground, surrounded by 
ranite hills, and the sources of several of its tributaries are - 
in limestone rock, and the water, though soft, is distinctly 
harder than that of the Dee, and darker in colour. In the 
fourth report of the Commissioners for Inquiring into the Pol- 
lution of Rivers, we find it stated, that “the Don would furnish 
excellent wuter for domestic purposes, but it has not yet been so 
utilized.” With reference to the great sources of pollution in 
Scotch rivers, the Commissioners state that the waste-polluting 
processes are—“ the sewage of towns; caustic soda ley ; waste 
chloride of lime liquor; waste sulphuric acid liquor; and 
waste carbonate of soda and soap liquor.” The gathering — 
ground of the Don, within 10 miles of the sea, has long been 
subjected to liberal doses of town manure, thereby contaminat- 
ing the water ; and since the railways have been opened, police 
manure has been used at a much greater distance. The refuse 
of the paper works near Inverurie, and the sewage of that 
town, and of Port-Elphinstone, and Kintore, the refuse of the 
woollen works at Cothal Mills, and Grandholm, and Gordon’s 
Mills,.and the waste liquor from the paper works of Stoney- 
wood, Mugiemoss, and Woodside; and in addition, the whole 
ue of the densely populated district between Tanfield of 
Woodside and Bankhead of Stoneywood, a distance of three 
miles, the Don exhibits an example of river pollution of nearly 
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every kind to be met with in Scotland,“ and of every degree 
of intensity, between the slightest departure from the purity of 
the original rain water, and a filthiness offensive to almost 
every sense, and destructive of nearly every use to which water 
can be put.” At Paradise of Monymusk, the water in the Don 
is said to be as soft as the water in the Dee at Cairnton; and 
below Inverurie the water in the Don “ might still be used for 
watering streets and flushing sewers, and perhaps for some 
manufacturing purposes ;” but certainly it could not be called 
“an excellent water” for any domestic purpose. * 
| Fishings. 

The salmon fishing on the sea shore 1s carried on by stake 
and bag nets, and the river, up to the Cruive dykes, is fished 
by net and coble. The catch of fish, in most seasons, being 
considered equal in value to the same extent of the Dee. The 
obstructions in this parish to the free course or run of the 
salmon up the river are numerous. Ist, there is the Kettock 
Mill weir; 2nd, the Cruive dykes; 3rd, the Grandholm, 
Persley, and Woodside weirs; 4th, the Mugiemoss weir ; and 
5th, the Stoneywood weir; and when the river is low the sal- 
mon slaps in these dykes are barely, and frequently not 
sufficient to allow the salmon to ascend. Besides these weirs, 
or dam dykes, there are, in several places, curiously shaped 
cairns or traps for entrapping the fish, and the old cruive dykes, 
which never were constructed in conformity with the decreet 
of the Court of Session, thereby creating an interminable 
source of litigation between the upper and lower heritors of 
fishings in the river. The Don abounds with trout of various 
kinds, and the rod fishing, both within the flow of the tide and 
in the streams and pools formed by the mill weirs, is consi- 
dered to be fair. The other streams in the parish are of little 
importance, and the Corbie-loch is only a large sheet of moss 
water, bordered with some marsh plants and stored with 
perch.. 

Arborwulture and Botany. 


The steep braes of the Don, by the old bridge, the braes of 
Balgownie, Grandholm, Persley-den, and the margins of the 
river, are finely clothed, mostly with hardwood trees; the 
mansion houses of Balgownie and Danestone are beautifully 
ornamented with clumps of fine old ash, beech, and elm trees, 
intermixed with some spruce tirs, which, with their dark green 
foliage, affords an agreeable relief to the eye even at a distance. 
On Denmore, which stands fully exposed to the eastern blasts 

* Vide Fourth Report of the Rivers Pollution Commissioners, 1873. 
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_ from the German ocean, the Scots firs and various kinds of 
hardwood trees, especially beech, have attained a fair size, and 
form conspicuous objects in the landscape, while the old thorn — 
and beech hedges contribute much to the embellishment and 
shelter of the district around. The woods and plantations of 
Scotston * House consist of every variety of forest tree. Those 
around the residence are well disposed of both for shelter 
and ornament, and, with several belts of Scots firs, beech, and 
thorn hedges, and clumps of mixed forest trees laid out in 
various directions along the higher land in the parish, have 
contributed much to its shelter and appearance. Douglas, in 
describing the east coast of Scotland, says—* After we pass 
Scotston, the country is wretchedly barren for two mules; 
moss, and moor, and rocks, excepting the part of it which lies 
upon the banks of the Don, where we come upon Grandholm.” 
Douglas further says that at Grandholm there are-“ very exten- 
sive plantations of pines, and the lands are much improved.” 
The older oe act consist of belts and clumps of Scots firs 
along the higher ground, with clumps of younger trees on the 
lower ridges, which lie chiefly in the direction of Laverock- 
braes and Danestone. Along the valley of the river, by the 
mansion house, there are afew clumps and some solitary hard- 
wood trees, which have a very aged appearance, and do not 
add much to the scant natural beauties of the place. 

_- Botany—The student of this branch of Natural History 
will find several interesting stations in this parish where there 
are many rare plants, a full list of which, with their habitats, 

has been published by Mr. J. Sim, a member of the Natural 

History Society. of Aberdeen. The principal stations are the 

braes of Balgownie, the woods of Persley, Scotston, and Den- 

more, the Corbie-loch, the mosses of Perwinnes, Scotston 

Moor, and the Murcar Links, where a rich variety “ of flower- 

ing plants, ferns, mosses, and lichens” are to be found. To 

those who are sceptical of the array of names+ which are ~ 
iven in Mr. Sim’s pamphlet, we can only say, obey the in- 

junction of Dolomieu, “ do and see” the rich variety of plants 

which are to be found in the northern division of Old Machar. 

Here we have only space to enumerate a few of the principal 


* «* During the irruptions of the Danes in former ages this place is said to 
have been a station of the Scots, from which it has its name, and the Danes 
are thought to have taken theirs at a farm about a mile to the Southward, 
which, to this day, is called Danestown.”-——Douglas’ Description of the East 
Coast of Scotland, 1782. 

+ Sir W. Hooker says “ that in plants, taken individually, and in an iso- 
lated manner, there are subjects that will give ample scope for the employment 
of the talents of the greatest philosophers.” 
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species that are to be found :—Of the Carex, Sedges, there are 
19 varieties ; Potamogeten, Pondweed, 7 varieties ; Eleocharis 
Spikerush, 3 varieties ; Scirpus, Clubrush, 4 varieties; Nym- 
phoea, Water Lily, 2 varieties ; Ranunculus, Crowfoot, 10 varie- 
ties ; Nasturtium off: Water Cress; Violas, Violet, 3 varieties ; 
Lychnis, Ragged Robin, or Campion, 3 varieties; Stellaria, 
Stitchwort, 4 varieties; Spirwa, Queen of the Meadow, 2 
varieties ; Myriophyllum spicatum, Spiked Watermill Foil ; 
Montia fontana, Water Chickweed ; Galiwm, Bedstraw, 5 va- 
rieties ; Senecio, Groundsel, Ragworts, 6 varieties ; Menyanthes 
trifoliata, Buckbean, Marsh Trefoil, or Bogbean; JMMyosotis, 
Scorpion Grass, Forget-me-not, 5 varieties ; Nartheciwm. ossi- 
fragum, Bog Asphodel ; Drosera, Sundew, 2 varieties ; Mentha, 
Mint, 2 varieties; Utricularia, Bladderwort, 3 varieties ; Lit- 
torella lacustris, Plantain Shore-weed ; Orchises, 3 varieties; Pin- 
guicula, common Butterwort ; Polygonwm, Snakeweed, Bbistort, 
Persicaria, 8 varieties ; Callitriche, Water-star Wort, 2 varicties; 
Parnassia palustris, Common Grass of Parnassus ; Potentilla, 
Cinquefoil, Silverweed, Barren Strawberry, 3 varicties ; Carda- 
mine, Ladies’ Smock, Cuckoo-flower, 3 varieties ; Iris pseud- 
acorus, Yellow-Water Iris, Water-flag, or Flower-de-luce; Juncus, 
Rush, 8 varieties ; T'riglochin, Arrow Grass, 2 varieties ; Spar- 
ganiwm, Bur reed, 3 varieties ; Schenus nigricans, Black Bog- 
rush ; Eriophorum, Cotton Grass, 2 varicties; Poa, Meadow 
Grass, 6 varieties ; Festuca ovina, Sheeps’ Fescue Grass, and 
other 6 varieties ; Bromus sterilis, Barren Broome Grass, and 
other 4 varieties; Avena, Oat Grass, 3 varieties ; Catabrosa 
aquatica, Water Whorl Grass; Aira, Hair-grass, 5 varicties ; 
Rosa canina, Dog-rose, and other 2 varieties ; Caltha palustris, 
Common Marsh Marigold ; Chelidoniwm majus, Common Ce- 
landine; Primula, Primrose ; Anemone nemorosa, Wood Ane- 
mone; Fumaria, Fumitory, 2 varieties ; Sisymbirum, Mustard, 
2 varieties ; Helianthemum vulgare, Rock Rose ; Sugina, Pearl 
Wort, 5 varieties; Stellaria, Stitch Wort, 4 varieties ; Cerastium, 
Chickweed, 5 varieties. North of Don mouth there is an 
abundance of the Ammophila arundinacea on the sand hills ; 
and on the green knolls and boggy grounds throughout the 
eastern division of the parish there is a fine variety of plants, 
such as Triticum junceum, Festuca rubra, Avena flaveseens, 
Habenaria viridis, Salsola kali, Psamma arenaria, Polygo- 
num aquaticum, Plantago coronopus, Armeria vulgaris, Glaua 
marituma, Myosotis repens and collina, Fedia olitoria, Botry- 
chium lunaria, Gentiana campestris, Saxifraga campanulata, 
Vicia lathyroides, Linum catharticum, Cerastium tetandrum, 
Honckenya peploides, Teesdalia nudicaulis, Cukile maritima, 
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Cochlearia officinalis and Thalictrum minus. At Don mouth 
the Scirpus maritimus and Poa maritima are to be found. The 
Ranunculus auricomus, Ranunculus flammula, and Ranun-~ 
culus aquatillus are to be found on the banks of the river, the 
Malva moschata near the old bridge, and the Circewea lutetiana. 
The Cardamine amara is also found near the old bridge, and 
the Sepidiwm smithvi on Danestone, the Geraniwms and Geums 
are frequent along the banks of the river, along with Phalaris 
arundinacea, Carex acuta, Carex linta, Carex pallescens, 
Carex vulpina, the Allium vineale and Ursine, and the 
Mercurialis perennis. Among the rarer ferns we find the 
Polypodium calcareum and the Polypodium dryopteris, the 
Aspidium oreopteris, the Aspidium lobatum, the Aspidium 
felix-mas and the Aspidium spinalosum. Asplenium, Ruta- 
moraria, Asplenium adiantum-nigrum, and Asplenium tri- 
chomanes. Of Lycopods we find the Lycopodiwm clavatum, 
Lycopodium selaginoides, LycopodiumAlpinum, and Lycopo- 
dium selago. Aud of Equisetums there are five varieties. 

Of aquatic plants there are, among others, the Nymphea 
alba, the queen of British flowers. In the Hebrides, the large 
tuberous roots of this plant are gathered, and a decoction of 
them made, and, when mixed with copperas, a black colour 
for dying wool and yarn is obtained. The Vuphar lutea, 
Yellow Water Lily,* is not so abundant as the white, but it is 
one of the most beautiful of our native plants. The brandy 
smell of its flowers is said to be exhilarating.  Littorella 
lacustris, Lenna minor, Isolepsis fluitans, Hriophorum vagi- 
natum, Arundo phragmites, Peplis portula, Pinguicola vul- 
garis, a plant not known to be eaten by any animal. Montia 
fontana, Myriophyllum spicatum, Sparganium natans, Stel- 
laria uliginosa, Subulama aquatica, and Utricularia «nter- 
media, all of which contribute to the formation of bog peat. 


Farms and Farming. 

Iixclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings, in a classified form, in the landward part 
of the parish, viz. — 

No. atand above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
£100 250 0 £10 ; 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
30 28 25 18 13 
And 5 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


* The Lily-loch is west of the Corbie-loch, and in the parish of New Machar, 
and so is the Bishop's-loch. 


et 
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Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Old Macher, north 


of river Don, year 1872-73, . : ; i ; £8,805 14 4 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ; : , é ; : : : ; 547 10 0 
Do. Salmon Fishings in the Sea and River Don, - 1,310 15 5 
Do. Shootings, ; ‘ ‘ ‘ i : ; : 28 3 0 
Do. Quarries, 5 ; ‘ : : ; ‘ : 135 0 0 
Do. Mills and Manufactories, ‘ ; ; ; ‘ 792 10 O 
Do. Houses under £4 of yearly rent, ‘ : ; : 68 5 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ‘ 411 2 9 
Total value, . : : : ‘ . £12,099 0 6 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 
Duncan Forbes, Esq. of Balgownie. 
Madam M. L. Hay or Gudin, and John Forbes White, Kettock’s Mills. 
Colonel George Moir, C. B., of Scotston. 
John Gordon Cuming Skene, Esq. of Parkhill. 
Luke N. Barron, Esq. of Denmore. 
Captain Charles Fisher, and Mrs. Fisher’s Marriage Contract Trustees, 
Murcar. 
Colonel John Paton of Grandholm. 
Messrs. James and John Crombie, Woollen Manufacturers, Grandholm 


Mills. 
The Shipmaster's Society of Aberdeen, Nether Don and Sea Fishings. 
The Representatives of Hugh Fraser Leslie, of Powis, do. do. 


Farming.—Leases are generally granted for 19 years. The 
rotation of cropping, the fifth and the sixth-shift course ; but 
although the tenants are bound to these, and to the rules of 
good husbandry, they are not much interferred with, unless 
when some unfair dealing appears. 

Reclamation of Waste Land.—Extensive improvements have 
been effected in the reclamation of waste land in the northern 
division of the parish within the past two 19 years, On 
Grandholm and Parkhill,extensive mosses have been reclaimed, 
and otherwise the improvement of waste land has been carried 
on with great vigour. Draining has also been executed to a 
considerable extent, and here it has been found to be one of the 
most useful improvements in modern agriculture. 

Farm Houses.—The farm houses have been greatly improved 
of late years, many of them being substantial and commodious 
slated buildings. Some of the houses on the smaller farms 
are ill-constructed, ill-roofed buildings, which bespeak no com- 
fort within. 

Enclosures.—Most of the principal farms are enclosed, and 
this improvement, so important to the mixed husbandry, that 
is dairy farming and sails feeding, has been of late very much 
extended ; but the dairy is the principal object of the smaller 
class of farmers in the greater part of this division. 


— 
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M arkets or Fairs. 


"Markets for the sale of cattle and horses are hela on the 
Market Stance, Old Aberdeen, on the last Thursday in April, 
and on the Wednesday after the third Tuesday in October, O.S. 


Inns and Alehouses. 
There is only one Inn or Alehouse, at the Nev ew Bridge of 
Don, in this division of the parish. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF | 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF OLD MACHAR, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rn MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, : ; . £8,885 12 9 
Do. from Mortitications, and all other sources, 2 : : 526 0 0 
Total receipts, . ‘ : ‘ ; . £9,411 12 9 
ae 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Heustered . £7,168 1 1 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; : 88 6 0 
Medical Relief, oe Sar <p Ses eh OS 217 6 7 
Management, . : . : , : : 967 11 6 
Law Expenses, . 11 210 
Expended on Poor- House Buildings, being authorised, 349 15 10 
Balance in hand, . 614 811 
Total expenditure, . : ‘ ; . £9,411 12 9 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to 


Relieved during the year. vocaive relick Casual Poor. 
Population ; BPs OEE RESET | neues 
oe _| Regis- Other 
1861. Males. | Females. | Total. wepene: tered cra Casual gong Insane, : 
: Poor. : Poor. —_ 

















ees Bc 








| 33, 236 2 | 954 (1,382; 723 | 499 | 337 | 412 | 222 89 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; with a classification 
of rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are 20 elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. 
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ABSTRACT RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH ACT, DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rx MAY, 187], 
BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF SCOTLAND. 

Woops! pE—LANDWARD. 








Receipts from Assessments, = «4 se eo . £87 1911 
Do. other sources, : : : ; ‘ ; : : 1 5 0 
Total receipts, . : . £89 411 
Expenditure, Removing Nuisances, : . £1480 9 
Do. other purposes, including Salaries, _. 49 13 6 
Total expenditure, :; ; : . . £197 14 3 


Il.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THe City oF OLD ABERDEEN.—Old Aberdeen was of old 
called Aberdon, which is, indeed, its proper name (and so it is 
usually called in the old charters of the Bishops in the Chartu- 
lary of Aberdeen), that word signifying (in British) that its 
situation is at the mouth of the Don. 

“ Tt was erected into a City (or Bishop’s See) by the charter 
of St. David, as is described by that granted by King James 
IV. in the Chartulary of Aberdeen. 

“The arms are a pot of lillies (which, by their whiteness, 
are emblems of chastity), and the town being under the pa- 
tronage of the Virgin Mary. 

“ The City may be divided into three parts :—The Chanonry, 
at the north end; the Town, in the middle; and the Univer- 
sity, at the south end ; besides the two suburbs, one at the 
north end, called the Seaton, and another at the south end, 
called the Spital. 

“ The City consists of one long street, which, at The Cross, 
divides like a fork in two; which are joined again by a fourth, 
that runs parallel with the Cathedral, the Bishop’s Palace, and 
Chaplain’s Court. 

“The Chanonry (which had formerly four ports, but now 
only two), comprehends the Cathedral; the Bishop’s Palace, 
now razed; Bishop Dunbar’s Hospital; the Houses of the 
Canons ; and the Court of the Chaplains. 

“The Town, which descends from the Chanonry to the 
University, comprehends the Cross, Tolbooth, and several 
houses, which, before the Reformation, seem to have belonged 
chiefly to mechanicks, who served the Chanonry and Univer- 
sity. 7 

“The University (commonly called the College Bounds), 
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comprehends the King’s College, and the Manses of the Pro- 
fessors of Medicine, Canon Law, Civil Law, . . . . Powys, 
with some little houses interspersed.” * 


Old Aberdeen had four Hospitals—St. Peter’s Hospital in 
the Spital, erected by Bishop Matthew Kinninmount; Bishop 


Cheyne’s (charter dated A.D. Mc.CCC.VII.); Bishop Dunbar’s, 
charter dated A.D. M.D.X XXII. ; and “The Trades’ Hospital.” 

Old Aberdeen is a Burgh of Barony and Regality, governed 
by a Provost, four Buillies, eight Merchant Councillors, and 
five Trades’ Councillors, a Treasurer, Procurator-Fiscal, Town- 
Clerk, and Cashier. It has a revenue of about £25 a-year, 
and no debts. Assessments for lighting, watching, water, &c., 
are levied at the rate of 1s. 24d. per £. It was partially 
sewered some years ago, for which there is a arait ASSESS- 
ment levied on owners of property only. The main street, 
which is laid with rubble causeway, is kept 1p chiefly by the 
community, but the other streets and roads are kept up by 
the road trustees of the district. It is not very well sup- 
plied with water. There are six Trades’-Incorporations, viz., 
the Hammermen, the Wrights and Coopers, the Weavers, the 
Tailors, the Bakers and Brewers, and the Fleshers and Fishers. 
Bishop Dunbar’s hospital, founded in 1531, for the mainten- 
ance of 12 poor men, where they may say their prayers and 
count their beads without molestation. Eighteen men re- 
ceive support from this charity. Merchant Society, estab- 
lished 1680. The members are all merchant-burgesses of Old 
Aberdeen. Mitchel’s hospital was established in 1801, for 
lodging, clothing, and maintaining five widows and five un- 
married daughters of burgesses of Old Aberdeen. Baillie 
Clark’s coal fund was established in 1819 for supplying coals, 
in winter, for poor householders “ on lands betwixt Old Aber- 
deen, Spital, Seaton, and the sea.” Population :-— 

1851. 1861. 1871. 
1,911. 1,785. 1,875. 

WoopsipeE.—This populous district of the parish was con- 
stituted a Police Burgh in 1870, and the population has been 
as follows, viz. :— 


1841. 1851. 1861. 1871. 
4,830. 4,225, 8,722. 4,815, 


It is governed by a senior Magistrate and 11 Police Com- 
missioners, elected annually. 

There was a parochial coal fund established in 1840, a mu- 
tual improvement society established in 1853, and two penny 
savings banks for Woodside, Cotton, and Tanfield. 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. 


/ 


* 
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CaTHEDRAL.—Saint Machar lived towards the end of the 10th 
century, according to Boethius, and is called the Bishop of 
Aberdeen by several authors, such as Archdeacon Bullendean, 
Camerarius, and others. The tradition is that he built a 
chapel where the present cathedral stands. “It is said also, 
that the isle in this cathedral, which is now called Bisho 
Scougal’s, and formerly Bishop Cheyne’s, was first called Saint 
Machar’s isle, as if he had been buried there, as well as the 
other two. And ’tis said he resided in the north of Scotland, 
at a place where a river falls into the sea in the form of a 
crosier, as, indeed, the Don doth below the cathedral here.” 

“ Saint Devenic was contemporary with Saint Machar, and 
was at that time an archdeacon. So says Boethius ; yet I find 
others, as King, in his Calendar, call him a Bishop (as if he 
had succeeded Saint Machar); and he has two churches here, 
Nether Banchory and Methlick, called after his name.” 

“ Besides the old church, which was used here by the two 
first bishops, of which we can give no account, there have been 
three cathedrals here successively, all built by different bishops, 
and dedicated to the memory of Saint Macar :— 

“T. The first was begun by Bishop Matthew Kinninmond, 
which, because it was not glorious enough, Bishop Cheyne 
threw down. 

“TT. The second was begun by the same Bishop Cheyne, 
but Bishop Alexander Kinninmond IL, for the like reason, 
threw it down. 

“TIT. The third cathedral, which is the present, was begun 
by the same Bishop Alexander Kinninmond II., and, though 
far the noblest of all, nine score years a building, yet it stood 
not entire twenty years ; for the rabble, at the Reformation, 
did so maim and disfigure it, that its original grandeur is long 
since lost. However, as far as it can now be traced, we shal 
endeavour to represent it in a few words. 

«This Cathedral then consisted of a nave and choir, two 
wings at the east, and two wings at the west end, and three 
steeples. It had also thirty-two windows, whereof eight were 
called storm windows. 

“ The nave (or body of the church) is sixty-four feet wide, 
and a hundred and thirty-five feet long, and stands on twenty 
pillars, ten on each side. Its ceiling, which is very curious, 
and of the finest oak, is painted over with three rows of coats 
of arms, running down from one end to the other, that is from 
east to west. In the middle row are those of the Pope, the 
Bishops of Scotland, and the Prior of Saint Andrews. In the 
row on the right hand are those of the Emperor, with several 
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other foreign Kings and Princes. And in that on the left 
‘hand, are the arms of the Kings of Scotland, with those of 
the chief Scottish nobility. Farther, on the north border of 
this ceiling, is figured the succession of the Bishops of Aber- 
deen; and, on the south border, that of the Scottish Kings 
from King Malcolm II. 7 

“ The pulpit here was built by Bishop Stuart. | 

“ This nave was begun by Bishop Alexander Kinninmond IT. 
about A.D. M.CCC.LXX ; roofed and paved by Bishop Lindsay, 
A.D. M.CCCC.XLX ; leaded over by the Bishops Elphinston 
and Dunbar, and ceiled by this last. It was saved from utte® 
ruin by oe Earl of Huntly, A.D. M.D.LX, when the Mer- 
nis rabble took the lead from theroof. And, last of all, it was 
slated by the parish A.D. M.D.C.VII. 

“It has three doors; the west door, formerly used for pro- 
cessions ; the south, now called the marriage door, because 
such as are going to be married enter in at it; and the north 
door, which, being unsuitable for the grandeur of the nave, 
was but going to be new built when the rabble destroyed it. 

“The choir (which is now in rubbish) was beautifyed by 
Bishop Spence about A.D. M.CCCC.LX., with a chair (or 
throne) for the Bishop, and new stalls for the priests ; but was 
demolished barbarously, A.D. M.D.LX., by the Mernis rabble 
above named. 

“The two wings on the east end are two isles, 

“The north isle, or Saint John’s chappel, built by Bishop 
Leighton about A.D. M.CCCC.XXX., for his burial place; but 
broken down by the above named rabble, wherein the Bishop’s 
statue is seen lying on histomb. ‘Tis now called The Gordon’s 
Isle, because bought about A.D. M.DC.XXX., by the Marquess 
of Huntley, for a burial to hisfamily. Inthe Reg. Chartarwm, 
it is called also Saint Catharine’s chappel, from its altar. 

“And the south isle, built by Bichon Dunbar, about A.D. 
M.D.XXIL., for his burial place, though both it, and his tomb, 
and his marble statue, are now broken down. This is com- 
monly called the Light Isle, as the other, the Dark Isle; be- - 
cause, with respect to one another, they are so indeed. A.D. 
M.DCC.XXV. It was broken down to build the south side of 
the (King’s) College. 

“The two wings on the west end, are the consistory and 
Scougal’s isle. | 

“The consistory (on the north side) was built by Bishop 
Stewart, A.D. MD.XXXIX., and had a secret room adjoining 
to it (under the northern lesser steeple), called the charter 
house. 
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“As to Scougal’s isle, its age is unknown; it was at first 
called Saint Macar’s, and, afterwards, Bishop Cheyne’s isle. Its 
ie name is from Bishop Scougal, who lyes there buried, 

aving his image in marble on the tomb. 

“Of the three steeples, the middle one was by far the 
sea rising-on four pillars between the nave and the choir. 

t was four storey high, and square, and had two battlements, 
and seems to have been about one hundred and fifty-foot high ; 
was a noted landmark off at sea, and had fourteen bells all 
gifted to it by Bishop Elphinston, which were carried away 
A.D. M.D.LX., by the rabble, so often before named. It was 
founded by Bishop Leighton, about A.D. M.CCCC.XXX., com- 
i by Bishop Elphinston, A.D. MCCCC.LXXXIX. ; but, 

eing neglected by those who were employed to support 
it, it fell to the ground, Munday, the ninth of May, A.D. 
M.DC.LXXXIX. 

“The two lesser steeples on the west end are round and 
aga and each of them one hundred and twelve foot 

igh. That to the south has a clock in it, and three bells 
(their dates are M.DC.XXII.; but this bell, which is the bigest, 
is burst and disused; M.DC.LXXXVIL ; and M.DC.XVIIL); 
and in that to the north, it is supposed the vestry of old was. 

“This cathedral had the privilege of a sanctuary, or girth, 
and had a Girth-Cross on the Bishop’s dovecote-green, which 
was a sure refuge for manslayers, or such as had committed 
pear aye by pure accident and misfortune, without any malice 
er design. 

i The ] Episcopal Palace of Aberdeen stood at the east end of 
the choir of the cathedral, and was a large and fair court, 
having a high tower at each of its four corners; an outer and 
inner gate ; with a deep well in the middle of the court; and 
an iron gate by which the Bishop passed from his Palace into 
the choir ; also a water-gate, leading to the Don and the cow- 
butts. 

“This court had a back close,.where were the office-houses, 
dove-cote, ete. 

“The orchard stood between the Bishop’s court and that of 
the chaplain’s. It remains to this day, and is very large, and 
had on the west wall a summer-house, three storey high, 
whence one had a prospect of the whole toun. 

“ The chaplain’s closs, or court, was built by the executors of 
Bishop Dunbar (Mr. Alexander Galloway, parson of Kinkell; 
and Mr. Alexander Spittal, parson of Clatt); and had a tower 
on each corner, one on the east, for the bishop’s chaplain; one 
on the west, for Bishop Dunbar’s own chaplain ; one on the 

| 3Q 
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north, for the parson of Kinkell’s chaplain; and one on the - 
south, for the dean’s chaplain. Besides these four towers, there - 
were chambers of wood uilt around the court, having beneath 
them a hall, pantry, etc., and a great draw-well in the midst.” 

Bishops of Aberdeen.—Saint Nectan, nee of Murtlack, 
being translated hither A.D. 1136,* by Saint 
seventeen years, and dyed 1152. 

Saint Edward, a man in high esteem with King Malcolm 
IV. “Having sat here eleven years, he dyed A.D. 1163.” 

Matthew Kinninmond, Archdeacon of St. Andrews. He was 
a person of great sanctity and learning. “He dyed August 20, 
A.D. 1199.” 

John , prior of Kelso, a pattern of virtue, and great dis- 
interestedness, spending all he had, either on the Church or on 
the poor. “He dyed October the thirteen, A.D. 1207.” 

Adam Kaid, chaplain to King Willicm (the “ Epistolare” 
calls him chancellor), was promoted rather by that Prince’s 
authority than by the free election of the chapter. He attended 
the Court as formerly, and to manage affairs of State; but 
after King William’s death, being invited home by his clergy, 
he endeavoured by his presence to restore discipline, and re- 
store what loss the Church had sustained by his absence. “ He 
dyed A.D. 1227.” 

Gilbert Stirling. “He dyed A.D. 1239.” 

Saint Ralph Lumbley, Abbot of Aberbrothock. “He died 
A.D. 1247, and expired pronouncing these words, ‘I was glad 
haa they said unto me, Let us go up unto the house of the 

Orc 2 9 ° 

Peter Ramsay, doctor in divinity, a monk of Aberbrothock. 
“ He dyed A.D. 1257.” 7 

Richard Pottock, an Englishman. “ He dyed April the 26, 
A.D. 1272.” 

Hugh Benham. He was made arbitrator of a high dispute 
that prevailed at that time about tithes, between the clergy and 
laity of the kingdom ; the clergy appealing to the canon law, 
the laity to their local customs; whereupon, in a provincial 
council held at Perth, in presence of the King and the nobility, 
he was so happy as t6 compose that difference. “He dyed in 
Loch Goul, if 1282, of a sudden suffocation, or catarah, so 
says Boethius; yet the Epistolare seems to say he was slain in 
an ambuscade, 17 lacw Goule insidiis occubuit.” . 

. Henry Cheyne (third son to Francis Lord Cheyne of In- 
verugie, by Isabel, daughter to John Cummin, Earl of Buchan), 


avid, sat here 





* In the year 1125, according to the ‘‘ Brenis templi Aberdonensis Pontifi- 
cum Cathalogus,” . | 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF OLD MACHAR. 1091 


Privy Councillor to King Alexander III., pulled down the 
old cathedral here, and began to build a new one, till he was 
interrupted in that work by the long war of Edward I., waged 
against Scotland. In the plea between Bruce and Balliol, for 
the crown, he is one of the arbitrators named by Balliol; and 
same year he, with many others, swears to Edward I. of Eng- 
land, as superior Lord of Scotland. A.D. 1296, he again swears 
to the same King Edward, as now claiming to be proprietor of 
Scotland, by the resignation of John Balliol; and yet, about 
A.D. 1308, he (with other Bishops of Scotland) signs a declara- 
tion in favour of Robert I., declaring all oaths formerly men- 
tioned to have been unjust and extorted. Yet after this he 
was banished by King Robert I. into England (but seems to 
have been restored again A.D. 1314, because, in the Registrum 
Chartarum, we find him acting here, 1314, 18, ’25, ’28), for 
having favoured his uncle, the Earl of Buchan, and the other 
Cummings, in the opposition which they made to the settle- 
ment of that Prince. During his absence, the King seeing the 
new cathedral he had begun, made the church to be built with 
_ the revenues of the bishoprick. “He dyed A.D. 1328.” 

Alexander Kinninmond I., doctor in divinity. “He dyed 
August 14th, A.D. 1340.” : 

William Dean. “ He dyed August the 20, A.D. 1350.” 

John Ratt, professor of divinity. “He dyed 1355.” 

Alexander Kinninmond II., doctor of divinity. “ He dyed 
July 29th, A.D. 1380.” 

Adam Cunningham. “He dyed September the 18th, A.D. 
1389.” 

Gilbert Greenlaw. “ He dyed A.D. 1422.” 

Henry Leighton, Bishop of Murray. “He dyed 
1440.” 

Ingram Lindsey. “ He dyed , A.D, 1454." 

Thomas Spence, Bishop of Galloway. “He dyed ———, 
A.D. 1480.” 

Robert Blacader. “ He was translated to the see of Glasgow, 
where he became the first Archbishop.” 

William Elphinston. “He dyed October the 25th, A.D. 
1514, at Edinburgh, aged 84.” 

Alexander Gordon, a younger son of the house of Haddo. 
“ He dyed June 30, A.D. 1518.” 

Gavin Dunbar, son of Sir Alexander Dunbar of Westfield, 
first hereditary Sheriff of Murray. “He dyed March 10th, 
A.D. 1531.” 

William Stewart, son to Sir Thomas Stewart of Minto, in 
Renfrew, was at first rector of Lochmabin, then provost of the 


, A.D. 








1092 CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF OLD MACHAR. 


collegiate church of Lincludan, and at last consecrated Bishop. 
“ He dyed here, April —, A.D, 1565.” 

William Gordon, son to Alexander, Earl of Huntley, was 
bred first at Aberdeen, then at Paris; and, returning home, .. 
became first parson of Clatt, then chancellor of Murray ; con- 
secratecd ,—. “He dyed A.D. 1577.” 

“ After the Reformation, I find these three named Bishops 
here; but that they were consecrated, I have not yet 
learned” :— 

David Cunningham, sub-dean of Glasgow, and dean of 
faculty there, A.D. 1576, and afterwards parson of Saint 
Nicholas, is named bishop here. . . . He dyed about A.D.~ 
1603. Peter Blackburn, preacher in New Aberdeen, about 
A.D, 1586. He dyed about the beginning of July, 1616, and 
was buried in Saint Nicholas church. Alexander Forbes, son 
to John Forbes of Ardmurdo, in Kinkell, descended of Brux in 
Kildrummy. “He dyed at Leith, December the 14th, 1617.” 

Patrick Forbes of Corse, son to William Forbes of Corse. - 
“He dyed here on Easter Eve, A.D. 1635, aged seventy-one, 
and was buried in the south isle here.” | 

Adam Ballanden, Bishop of Dumblain, A.D. 1635. . 

David Mitchell, son to Mitchell, a farmer in Garvock parish 
in Mernis, was put in orders, it seems, by Archbishop Spots- 
wood, with whom he was afterwards very familiar. He pub- 
lished that Archbishop’s Church History, and (some reckoned) 
had a hand in composing it. . . . He lived a single life, 
and his manners were without reproach. “ He dyed of a short 
fever, at Old Aberdeen Gn February), A.D. 1663, and was 
buried in the south isle.” . 

Alexander Burnet—Being employed during Cromwell’s 
usurpation in carrying letters to and from the King, there was 
a price set upon his head, and he was once apprehended at 
London, but escaped by the favour of the officer. He was 
translated to the Archbishoprick of Glasgow (in January, A.D. 
1664). : | 

Patrick Scougal, son to John Scougal of that Ilk, in East 
Lothian, parson of Saltoun, was consecrated on Easter-day, 
A.D. 1664. As to his person, “he was big-eyed, grey-haired, 
tall, and stooping, and of a very fearful aspect.” He dyed at 
his house in the Chanonry here, of an asthma, February: the 
16th, A.D. 1682, aged seventy-five. | 
_ George Haliburton, Bishop of Brechin, “ He dyed. at his 
house, at Denhead (in the parish of Coupar Angus), September 
the 29th, A.D. 1715, aged seventy-seven.” | 

Kine’s COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY oF ABERDEEN.—This 
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University was founded in 1494, by William Elphinston, 
Bishop of Aberdeen, and Chancellor of Scotland under James 

III. It appears that in the reign of Malcolm IV. there existed 
at Old Aberdeen a Studiwm Generale in Collegis Canonicum 
Aberdonensiwm, attached to the Episcopal Chapter, and is said 
to have been founded in 1157 by Edward, Bishop of Aberdeen. 
According to Boece, it still existed at the soned when King’s 
College was founded, but it is probable that it ceased to 
answer the purposes designed for it, since King James IV., 
“in his letter to Pope Alexander VI., requesting him to found 
a University in Old Aberdeen, mentions as the chief motive 
the profound ignorance of the inhabitants of the north of Scot- 
land, and the great deficiency of properly educated men to fill 
the clerical office in that part of his kingdom.” The result of 
this application was a Bull, dated 10th February, 1494, insti- 
tuting a University in Old Aberdeen, which was to include 
every lawful Faculty, namely, those of Theology, Canon and 
Civil Law, Medicine, and the Liberal Arts. 

King James IV., by a charter of Confirmation, dated 22nd 
May, 1497, ratified all the enactments of the papal Bull, and 
empowered Bishop Elphinston to found a College within the 
University. Accordingly, the Bishop, in 1505, published what 
is called the first foundation of the College, which was con- 
firmed by a Bull of Pope Julius IL in 1506. By this deed he 
formed and endowed a College, to be called that of Suncta 
Maria in Nativitate. The members were 36 in number, but 
by a second foundation, proposed by Bishop Elphinston during 
his life, but published after having been proved by Bishop 
Gavin Dunbar in 1531, 17 years after the death of Elphinston, 
the number was raised to 42. 

During the Roman Catholic and Episcopal periods, the Bishop 

of Aberdeen was ex-officio Chancellor, and Bishop Elphinston 
was the first. 
_ The first Principal of King’s College was the celebrated 
Hector Boece, eminent both as a biographer and historian, was 
brought from the University of Paris, where he had taught 
philosophy, by his friend the founder, to commence the course 
of education in his college of Aberdeen. : 

Second.—Mr. William ‘Hay, the fellow-student of Boece at 
Paris, and sent for by him to be first sub-principal of the 
college, succeeded Boece as principal, and lived till about the 

. year 1540. 

Third.—Mr. John Bisset, on the death of Principal Hay, was’ 

called to succeed him, in consequence of a presentation from 
‘ the Pope; but that being considered as contrary to the founda- 
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tion, he was forced to resign, A.D. 1556, in favour of Mr. Alex- 
ander Anderson, sub-principal, who was his competitor, and 
who, during the life of Bisset, which lasted till about 1559, was 
desiged in all public writings, Sub-principalis Col. Reg. Aber- 
don, et officio Principalis. — | 

Fourth—Mr. Alexander Anderson, parson of Methlick, and 
vicar of Kinkell, succeeded to the full enjoyment of the prin- 
cipality on the death of Mr. Bisset. 

Fifth—Mr. Alexander Arbuthnot, he was brother to Baron 
Arbuthnot, and parson of Arbuthnot and Logie-Buchan. In 
1569 he was made principal, and by his diligent teaching and 
gore government, revived learning, and gained many over 

rom superstition. He procured for his college the an of the 
deanry of Aberdeen. te wrote a book, printed at Edinburgh 
In 1572, intituled “ Orationes de engine et dignitate Juris.” 
He died in the 45th year of his age, A.D. 1583. 

Siath—Mr. Walter Stewart, sub-principal, was elected prin- 
cipal 1584, and died 1593, when he was only 36 years of age. 
He Seah the parsonage of Methlick in favour of the college, 
to which it was afterwards annexed by the king. 

Seventh—Mr. David Rait, sub-principal, of the house of 
Hallgreen, near Bervie. He was the first who received the 
degree of D.D. from the University after the Reformation. He 
bore the offices of regent, sub-principal, and principal, about 
50 years, and died in 1682. 

Hight—Dr. William Leslie, sub-principal, was elected in 
1633. 

Ninth.—Dr. William Guild ; he was one of the ministers of - 
Aberdeen, and made principal in 1641, after Dr. Leslie’s depo- 
sition. He himself was sled deposed by military visitation.* 
He was one of King Charles I’s chaplains, and wrote several 
religious tracts. 

Tenth—Mr. John Row. He was one of the ministers of the 
town of Aberdeen, of the sect of Independents, and was ap- 
aerate principal by the English visitors, upon Dr. Guild’s 

eposition.. 

Eleventh.—Mr. William Rait. He was minister of Brechin, 
had been a regant in the college, and was elected principal in 
Mr. Row’s place, but continued in office only for one year, 


* ** A singular sort of visitation took place in 1651. -General Monk sent 
five colonels to visit and reform the Colleges, viz. :—Deshorough, Fenwick, 
Moseley, Owen, and Smith. They removed from their offices Principal Guild, 
and several others of the Professors ; not for want of learning or diligence, in 
both which respects they are highly approved, but for some want of exact con- 
formity to the standard of theological opinion at that time adopted by the 
army.’ —Statistical Account of Scotland, 1799, Vol. xxi., p. 73. 
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having been translated to be one of the ministers of Dundee 
before taking up his residence in Aberdeen. 

Twelfth—Mr. Alexander Middleton. He had been minister 
of Rayne and Old Aberdeen, and afterwards regent and sub- 
principal, from which last office he was deposed by the English 
visitors at the same time with Dr. Guild. He was elected 
principal in 1663, and was the first of the founded members 
of the college who married. 

Thirteenth—Dr. George Middleton, son to Mr. Alexander 
Middleton. He was minister of Glammis, and afterwards re- 
gent and sub-principal. He succeeded his father as principal 
about 1684, but was ejected from his office by the Commission 
of Visitation, anno 1717. He died A.D. 1726. 

Fourteenth—Mr. George Chalmers. He was minister of 
Kilwinning, and, after the deposition of Dr. George Middleton, 
was made principal, not by the election of the masters, accord- 
ing to the rules of the foundation, but by a royal presentation, 
A.D.1718. He was also first minister of Old Machar. 

Fifteenth—Dr. George Chalmers was elected principal A.D. 
1746. He had formerly been a regent. 

Srxteenth.—Dr. Roderick Macleod. 

Seventeenth—Dr. William Jack, who died in 1856. He was 
succeeded by the Rev. Peter Colin Campbell, D.D., as Principal 
of King’s College, in 1856, and as Principal of the University 
in 1860. 

The college buildings are rendered conspicuous by the fine 
square tower, surmounted by an imperial crown, which is ‘iets 
surmounted by across. It is said to have been built by Bishop 
Dunbar in the year 1530, the original tower or spire having 
been blown down or damaged by a storm. The old part of 
the college to which this belongs is ornamented with the arms 
of James IV., of several Bishops, and of some nobles. The 
tower and crown are faced with Morayshire freestone, so are 
also the newer parts of the college buildings. 

The college chapel is a very handsome building, being the 
quire (choir) of the old college church, the nave of which is the 
library. The stalls for the members of the church in the choir 
are beautifully carved black oak, and are surrounded by a screen 
of the same material, which, in point of beauty and sear ae of 
carving, far surpasses any similar remains in Scotland. The 
tomb of Bishop Elphinston is in the middle of the chapel, and, 
although once highly ornamented, is now covered with a slab 
of black marble, without inscription. 

The Library is very extensive and valuable; and, since the 
union of King’s and Marischal Colleges in 1860, is called the 
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University Library. It is under the management of a librarian 
and library committee, and is chiefly for the use of the mem- 
bers of the University and the students attending the colleges, 
who have the use of the books on deposit of £1 for each 
volume, to be returned when the book is restored. 

The college buildings have been put into a proper state of 
repair, and several new class-rooms added. A new residence 
for the Principal has been built ; and the ground between the 
buildings and the King Street road is about to be laid out as 
a botanical garden. 

“In the senatus meeting-room is a fine portrait by Jameson, 
of Bishop Patrick Forbes ; and in the public hall adjoining are 
portraits of Bishops Dunbar, Elphinston, Lesley (of Ross), and 
Scougall, also of Hector Boece, and of Henry Scougall, of 
oe Buchanan, and curious likenesses of many of the Stuart 

ings,” 
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Otp Macuar parish has three Quoad Sacra divisions in it, 
under the new Parish Act, viz., Gileomston Parish, Holburn 
Parish, and Woodside Parish, which are all within the burgh 
of Aberdeen. The stipends of the two ministers of the Cathe- 
dral of St. Machar are—of the first minister, £273 1s. 3d., with- 
out manse or glebe; of the second minister, £282 19s. 9d., 
with a glebe worth about £31 10s. 

School Board.—There are 11 members upon the Board— 
John Crombie, Esq., Grandholm Mills, chairman ; Hugh M‘Len- 
nan, clerk. School Rate, 2d. per £. Bible taught. There are 
four schools in the parish ander the supervision of the Board. 
At the Ruthrieston school there are 106 scholars ; at the Rubis- 
law school, 72; at the bridge of Don school, 35; and at the 
Mindurno school, 85. Population, 1871, 29,310. 

Parochial Registers.—There are registers of births, marriages, 
and burials. They contain only the burials for Old Machar 
churchyard ; but there are other four churchyards in the parish, 
viz., St. Peter’s, and the Snow, in the Spital; the Nellfield, at 
Holburn Street; and Allanvale, on the banks of the Dee, 
opened only in 1874. 

Church Collections.—At St. Machar’s church there was col- 
lected £49 18s., and at Woodside £90 Os. 94d., but of the for- 
mer sum, £14 8s, was expended on the relief of the poor. 
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IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


Amone the Eminent Men who were educated at King’s 
College may be named GEORGE, Earl of Marischal, the founder of 
Marischal College, and ALEXANDER JOHNSTON, the celebrated. 
Latin poet; JAMES CHEYNE, LL.D., who became Professor in 
Paris and Douay about 1570; JouNn Erskine of Dun, who 
assisted in preventing the Reformation in Scotland; Sir 
GrorGE MACKENZIE, King’s Advocate, 1674; Mr. GrorcEe Gor- 
pon of Haddo, Regent in the college, afterwards President of 
the Court of Session, 1681, chancellor 1682, and the first Earl 
of Aberdeen ; Dr. THomas BoweEnr, a distinguished mathemati- 
cian; the celebrated Dr. THomas REID, first Professor of Philo- 
sophy here, and afterwards in Glasgow; Lord Monzpoppo ; 
Rogpert HA ; CHARLES BURNEY, the celebrated Greek scholar; 
the late Dr. James Grecory of Edinburgh, author of “Con- 
spectus Medicine Theoretic ;” and the late Sir James Mac- 
INTOSH, M.P. 


PARISH OF OYNE. 


PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
THE origin of the name of this parish is unknown. In some 
old papers it 1s written Oyen, but now, generally, Oyne, and is 
commonly pronounced Ken, and sometimes Oyn.* 


Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Insch, Culsal- 
mond and Rayne; on the east by Chapel of Garioch ; on the 
south by the river Don and the parish of Monymusk; and on 
the west by the parishes of Keig and Premnay. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish from south to north, is 
from the lowest point on the Don at Tillyfour, to the influx of 


* In a roll of missing charters by King Robert I., is ‘‘ Carta to Thomas 
Meinzies, Knight, of the lands of Unyn in the Garioch ” (Robertson’s Index to 
the Charters, p. 16). In aroll of missing charters by King David II, 1s ‘‘ Carta 
to Archibald Weschell, of the lands of Onyn in the lordship of The Garrioch, 
by the resignation of Meinzies of Fothergill” (Ibid, p. 54). : 
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the Shevach Water with the Ury at Pitmachie, which is 63 
miles in a direct line ; and the greatest breadth, also in a direct 
line, is from the influx of Gaudy with the Ury at Mill of Car- 
den, to the Shevach at Rothnie, near Insch, and it is 3} miles. 
The whole area is computed to be 10,151 acres. 


Topography. 

The most mountainous part of the parish is the south, and 
it is chiefly occupied by the mountain of Benachie ; the hill of 
Ardoyne is the highest ground in the northern division. The 
Mither Tap of Benachie is 1,698 feet above sea level; the Mill- 
stone Hill,a south-eastern spur of that mountain, is 1,354 feet ; 
and the highest peak of Benachie, the Oxen Craigs, is 1,732 
feet. The lowermost point in the parish on the river Don, 
opposite Paradise of Monymusk, is about 310 feet, and 23 
miles, four furlongs from the sea, by the course of the river. 
The bridge at Mill of Carden, on the Gardens-ux.ill road, is 283 
feet; and the inn of Pitmachie is 313 feet. The church of 
Oyne is 415 feet, six inches; the Oyne Station road level cros- 
sing is 365 feet ; aud the old tollbar of Daies is 405 feet above 
sea level, The names of places are partly Scotch and partly 
Gaelic, some expressive of the local situation, as being on an 
eminence, or in a hollow, and a few indicating the name of the 
ancient possessor of the lands. Ben-a-chie, or Beinn-a-ché, 
meaning “the mountain of Ché,” a pagan deity held in great 
veneration—the god of the soil or earth. Pitmachie, “the 
hollow of the Ché.” Tillyfour, “the cold knoll.” Pitmedden 
(Pit-mheadon), “the middle hollow.” Ard-oyne, “the heights 
of Oyne.” Carden (Cathair-diona), means “ the fort of defence, 
or place of shelter;” and Tillybrake (Tulach-breae), means 
“the spotted knoll.” 

Geology and Soils. 


The hill of Benachie is wholly formed of reddish granite, 
which can be cut up into blocks of great size. Some of the 
idole rocks are also of great size, and with numerous out- 
ayers of various dimensions lying over the surface, are 
much used throughout the neighbouring district for building 
purposes. Upwards of 40 years ago, some of the larger 
stones for the docks at Sheerness were taken from quarries on 
Tillyfour, on the south side of the hill. Rock crystals of a yel- 
lowish tint are found imbedded in some of the outlayers, and 
specimens of Scots topaz, jasper, shorl, and felspar, are found 
im the mountain. On the northern division of the parish from 
the base of Benachie, whinstone or greenstone prevails. It is 
of a dark blue colour, and has a granite structure. It is found 
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in beds, boulders, and extensive masses, and is everywhere 
largely distributed, and is used chiefly in building dykes and 
rubble walls. 

Deposits.—On the ridge of Benachie there are large deposits 
of peat earth. In the flat tracts of the hill, it is found over- 
lying the granite, to a great depth in many places. 

Soils On the lower ground north of Benachie, the soil in 
general is open, dry, and fertile. The soil along the banks of 
the Gaudy, the Ury, and the Shevach, is of a loamy nature, 
and brings good crops early to maturity; and on the higher 
ground it is more op lees mixed with gravelly clay, but no less 
fertile and early. Towards the mountain the soil is various, 
being in some cases mixed with decomposed rock, clay, and 
moss, sometimes the one and sometimes the other predo- 
minating. 

Hydrography. 

The river Don bounds the parish with Monymusk for about 
two miles two furlongs on the south; and the water of Ury 
bounds it for about 24 miles—from the influx of the Gaudy to 
the influx of the Shevach—on the north-east, with the pa- 
rishes of Chapel of Garioch and Rayne. The Shevach Water 
on the north divides it from Culsalmond and Insch, for about 
24 miles; and the Gaudy, in its lower course, intersects the 
parish for nearly three miles. All these streams are well 
stocked with common burn trout, and the Don with salmon 
in spring and autumn. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations of Tlllyfour, which occupy the chief position 
on the Donside portion of the parish, are very extensive, cover- 
ing a large extent of hill a lowland with various kinds of 
trees. The Pittodrie plantations, which occupy the east and 
north-east slopes of Benachie, contain a fine variety of trees 
in the neighbourhood of the mansion, and a large extent of 
ground covered with mixed Scots firs and larch, on the hill 
slopes. The old plantation of Ryehill has been added to 
within the past few years, and the lower slopes of the back of 
Benachie has been planted with Scots firs and larch. The plan- 
tations at Mill of Carden and the west gate of Logie-Elphin- 
stone occupy the low ground along the water of Ury; and the 
Westhall plantations occupy the low ridge lying north, and 
which runs parallel to the Gaudy. The Westhall plantations 
consist of some fine old beech, elm, plane, lime, and gean 
trees, said to have been planted in the 17th century, some of | 
which are of large dimensions. 
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Botany.—Except a few Alpine plants on Benachie, of the. 
more common sorts, this parish presents no peculiar attract 
to the botanist. . 






Farms and Farming. aa 
Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 

the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 

tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at ow above No. atandabove No, at and above No. atandabove No. at and above 


£1 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
14 21 30 18 14 
And 4 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Oyne, year 1872-73, . £4,280 14 2 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, Woodlands, 

and Waste Ground, . , , ; ; ; ; 665 18 0 

Do. Shootings, where let, ‘ ‘ : : , ; 18 0 0 

Do. Mills, Shops, Inns, &c., . ; ' ; . j 4415 90 

Do. Small Tenements under £4 of yearly rent, : . - 11017 1 

Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . : 394 8 0 

Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, ‘ ‘ ; 612 0 0 

Total value, ; : ; ; . £6,126 12 3 

Ere 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


Robert Grant, Esq. of Ardoyne. 
Sir James Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone, Bart., of Logie-Elphinstone. 
The Heirs of the late Lieutenant-Colonel Erskine of Pittodrie. 
Sir Archibald Grant, Bart., lands of Tillyfour. 

Colonel Thomas Leith, of Pitmedden. 

Lady Leith, of Westhall. 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 17 proprietors of houses and lands, whose rents or value are under 
£100 a-year. 


Farming.—Leases are granted in general for 19 years, and 
the rotation of cropping that of the fifth and sixth-shift courses, 
but the fifth prevailing, which gives two-fifths of the farm in 
grass, two-fifths in grain, and one-fifth in turnips or other green 
crops. 

eapeovenients of waste land have been steadily pursued and 
effected chiefly by the tenantry throughout the district ; and 
draining, where such was necessary, has not been neglected. 
Fencing has also been carried out on the best or lower-lying 
lands, especially betwixt the Gaudy and the Ury, by substan- 
tial stone dykes; and on the higher lands, between the Gaudy 
and Benachie, a sort of “ rickle dyke” is more common. 

Farm Houses.—Altogether, the houses are of a secondary 
class ; they have generally hee walls, from the superior quality 
of the Benachie stone for building purposes; but very few of 
them have slated roofs, | 
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Cattle Stock—The cattle are of the usual cross breeds which 
are to be found in the district. Few sheep are kept, and these 
are of a mixed breed, on the low grounds, for the sake of their 
wool ; none are now kept on the hill of Benachie. 

The Garioch Farmer Club (instituted 1808), hold an annual 
show at Pitmachie; it is the oldest institution of the kind in 
the country. 

Mansion Houses. 


The House of Westhall is mentioned by Buchanan as a seat 
belonging to the church and diocese of Aberdeen, as early as 
the 13th century. After the Reformation it came into the 
family of Horn, vicar of Elgin, and was much improved by 
John Horn, Esq., advocate in Edinburgh (grandfather of David 

Dalrymple, Lord Westhall), who enlarged the house, and 
’ planted fine avenues, gardens, and adorned it according to the 
taste of the times with statues, yews, holly hedges, fruit, and 
forest trees, many of which remain. The oldest walls are 
about five feet thick, and very strong ; but of late, considerable 
additions have been made to the building by Lady Leith, the 
present proprietor. 

The Mansion House of Pitmedden is a small modern build- 
ing, with newly laid out grounds around it, close on the railway 
station, where there are several neat cottages erected within 
the past few years, including school and schoolmaster’s house. 
The Manse is partly an old building; but with additions 
recently made, it is commodious and suitable. The Church 
was built in 1807, and is seated for about 500. The Free 
Church Manse and offices are suitable buildings. 

On the south side of the Millstone Hill is the old House of 
Tillyfour, not now inhabited by the proprietor. It belonged 
at one time to the Karl of Mar, but came into the possession of 
the present proprietor’s great-great-grandfather, who did so 
much in planting and otherwise in improving the estate. 


Roads. 


The Huntly high road runs along the north-east boundary 
of the parish from near Mill of Carden to the bridge over the 
Shevach at Pitmachie, a distance of about 24 miles; and the 
Insch road intersects the parish for about three miles, by the 
church and manse, from Mil of Carden to Daies. Cross roads 
run between these two roads, for the accommodation of 
local traffic, especially from Pitmachie to the Oyne Railway 
Station. 

The Oyne Railway Station is distant from the church full 
half a mile, and it is 244 miles from Aberdeen. | 
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M arkets or Fairs. 


There are no fairs held within the parish, and only two inns’ ~ 
or alehouses, one at Pitmachie, which has been long esta- 
blished, and the other near to the railway station. 

There is but one corn-grinding mill, viz., Buchanstone, at 
which there was a great trade done at one time. Thrashing- 
‘mills are very common, and are propelled by water-power, 
wherever such can be obtained. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF | 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF OYNE, DURING THE 
YEAR ENDED 14Tx MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, Se ee Owe oe, ADB TT 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ; 10 3 6 
Total receipts, . : . : : . £339 1 #1 
; [ery 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £2638 3 34 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ ‘ ; 119 6 
Medical Relief, . i ‘ ‘ ; : : 13 9 103 
Management, . F i ; ‘ F ; 28 4 34 
On Poor-house Buildings, not authorised, . : 110 3 
Balance in hand, j ; : : 30 13 104 





£339 1 1 
ana 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved duriug the year. Died or ceased to} Qagual Poor. 


Populati on receive relief. Ratiioiis 
in : or 
- 1861. Depend- Regis- Depend- Other Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. arta. se ante, hey ante: 























1,127 |} ll 24 35 24 4 7 4 4 3 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. 


Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“Near the north-eastern extremity of Benachie, stands the 
ruined castle of Harthill, erected in 1638, by Patrick Leith, a 
cadet of the family of Edingarroch. Like other buildings of a 
similar description and date, it has round towers, turrets, bar- 
tizans, loop-holes, an arched gateway, and a moat or fosse. The 
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walls are very massive, and, notwithstanding the tradition 
which attributes the destruction of the castle to fire, they stand 
strong and erect to the present day. 

“ Harthill was, at an early date, the seat of the Abercrombies 
of Birkenbog, one of whom obtained a charter of the lands from 
Robert Bruce, about the year 1315. This family obtained a 
further accession of property in the reign of James III, and 
. ‘were, on the 14th August, 1484, invested in the lands of Pit- 

methen, Pitmachie, and Hatton, in the Garioch. 

“ Harthill was for a short time the property of the Keiths. 

“ Patrick Leith, the third son of Henry Leith of Barns, and 
fourth in the genealogy of the family of Leith Hall, was the 
. first of Harthill, which he obtained from his father, and by 
charter of James the Fifth, was possessed of the lands of Auch- 
leven, Ardeen, Buchanstown, Harlaw,&c. John, his eldest son, 
succeeded to the estates in the close of the reign of Queen 
Mary, and lived to a great age. He was succeeded by his eldest 
son, Patrick, who, in the lifetime of his father, obtained the 
lands of Kirktown of Rayne, and others, dated 3rd March, 1611. 
John, the second surviving son of the above laird, carried on 
the line of the family, and dying in the beginning of the reign 
of Charles [., Patrick, his eldest son, became proprietor of 
Harthill. 

“ During the wars of the Covenanters, several of the lairds of 
Harthill acted a conspicuous part, but none were more dis- 
tincuished than Patrick Leith, who, added to considerable 
ability, undaunted bravery, and a spirit of unwearied enter- 
prize, he was a firm partizan of the government, and served in 
the army of Montrose. Being intrusted to raise a troop of 
cavalry for the King’s service, he found it easy to raise the 
men, but not so practicable to mount them, the class of horses 
then in the country being indifferent and unserviceable ; his 
enterprising spirit, however, obviated the difficulty. Having 
heard that Sir John Forbes of Craigievar, a warm partizan 
of the Covenant, had come to Inverury with his detachment 
of cavalry, he determined to surprise him ; having, therefore, 
collected a body of his most enterprising friends and followers, 
he proceeded to Inverury, took Craigievar’s troopers unawares, 
aad making them prisoners, he mounted his own men on 
their horses ; in the course of a few days he joined his great 

eneral in the field with a respectable party of dragoons. It 
is related that Montrose highly applauded his ingenuity and 
courage on this occasion. He was subsequently taken prisoner 
by General Middleton, and executed at Edinburgh on the 26th 
October, 1647, in the 25th year of his age. In personal 
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appearance, he is said to have been remarkably handsome, and - 
he suffered death with great firmness.” cas 

In the account given by Spalding of the method taken by 
the laird of Harthill, in 1645, to recover a friend and kinsman, . 
made prisoner by the laird of Craigievar, is characteristic of 
the state of society in those days :—‘“ Aluaiss-Leith of Hart- — 
hill cum fra the camp to the Garioche, with sum soldiouris, 
and heiring that ached had masterfullie taken George 
Gordon of Rhynie, at his own hand, he takes John and Mr. 
Alexander Farquhars, cusinges to Craigievar, and keeps them 
fast in Harthill, while the said George Gordon was set at . 
libertie. Harthill burns the toun and landis of Thombeg, 
occupeit be William Forbes, bot pertaining in heritage to the 
Laird of Monymusk, becaus the said William Forbes had plun- 
derit from his servand sum moneyis with his baggage hors ; 
theirefter mans and fortefeis his awim hous at Harthill for his 
awin defence. Ye heard before how Harthill nad brynt Thom- 
beg, and taken the Farquhars, whom he took to releive George 
Gordon of Rhynie, that Craigievar had takin befor, wherupon 
he and the Farquhars were set to libertie ; Harthill forsees, and 
mans his hous, a stronghold. The Forbesses and Frasers 
gathers against him, but did no hurt.” 

It is said that the last of the Leith’s, lairds of Harthill, 
having quarrelled with his neighbours, set fire to the castle 
and left the country, and at length ended his days in the 
King’s Bench, London. The estate and ruined tower passed 
to the Erskines of Pittodrie, and are now the property of the 
heirs of the late Colonel Knight Erskine. | 


II].—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THERE was an old chapel of Saint Ninians at Pitmedden. The 
church stands on a knoll in the north-eastern division of the 
parish, and is sufficiently convenient for about 7-8ths of the 
inhabitants who dwell on the north side of Benachie. Those 
who dwell on the south side of the mountain (about 1-10th of 
the population) have to be accommodated at other places of 
worship, as they are secluded from the parish church during 
the storms of winter. 

The Manse and offices are valued at £27 a-year, and the 
Glebe and garden at £15. The stipend averages £170, includ- 
ing communion element money. The teinds are nearly ex- 
hausted. The schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at 
£11; and the Free Church Manse and garden at £20. | 
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School Board.—There are five members on the Board— 
Major Thomas Leith, Westhall, is chairman; William Home, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 44d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There is but one school in the parish, with 
male and female teachers, and 96 scholars. | 

Parochial Registers.—The session records commence in 1663, 
and contain an account of the poor’s funds, church discipline, 
baptisms, and marriages. These, however, are not continuous 
from 1663 to the present time. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


JOHN Lestiz,* Bishop of Ross, was made priest of Oyne and 
an official of the diocese of Aberdeen. In 1565 he was pro- 
*moted to the bishoprick of Ross, and became the friend and 
counsellor of Queen Mary, and continued so during her long 
imprisonment and last trials. He was a descendant of the Les- 
lies of Balquhain, an ancient family in this district. Sir JoHN 
RUNCIMAN was also one of the priests of Oyne, and an official 
of the diocese, being messenger to Rome. “ And that the 
Protestant Established Church may not appear altogether iso- 
lated from honourable families in the land, it may be added 
that Mr. ALEXANDER TURING, who was minister at Oyne from 
1729 to 1782, had a hereditary claim to the baronetcy of Tur- 
ing of Foveran, a title which was claimed and enjoyed by his 
son, Sir ROBERT TuRiING, Baronet, who died at Banff Castle in 
1830.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES, 


« THE antiquities in this parish are neither very numerous nor 
remarkahle, but the following appear to be worthy of notice, 
viz, three upright blue stones, about four feet high, having 

figures rudely cut in them of cresents crossed with triangles, 


~ 


and single and double circles ect by lines. These stones 
were laid horizontally on the Moor of Carden, at a little dis- 
tance apart; but on this moor being planted with firs about 
30 years ago (65 years) they were set upright on the west dyke 
of the plantation, on the side of the turnpike road from In- 
verurie to Huntly, about half-way betwixt the 23rd and 24th 
mile stone.” + | 

* «This John Leslie appears to have been a natural son of the minister of 
Kingussie, who was himself an illegitimate descendant of the Leslies of Bal- 

uhaine, an ancient and powerful family in this district, so that the epithet of 

Priest's brat given by John Knox to the Bishop of Ross, though harsh, was not 
unjust.”—Statistical Account of Oyne, 1842, p. 637. 

+ Statistical Account of Oyne, 1842, p. 637. 
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PARISH OF PETER CULTER. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. | 





Etymology. 


THE latter part of the name has been variously written, Coulter, 
Culture. In the oldest parish register, which begins in the 
year 1674, it is uniformly written Cultur, which is probably the 
nearest to the original Gaelic compound word, Cul-tiv—Cul, 
“the back,” and tur, “the country,” * the back part of the 
country. As to the ae Peter, when Popery became the 
established religion, chapels had been built on the opposite 
sides of the river, and dedicated to their respective saints, 
Mary and Peter; and to the name of these saints the ancient 
name of the place had been added. “Near by the church 
there is Peter's Well, and on the banks of the Dee there is 
Peter's Heugh.” + 
Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Skene and 
Newhills ; on the east by the parish of Banchory-Devenick ; on 
the south by Mary Culter ; and on the west by the parishes of 
Drumoak and Echt. | 

Extent. 


From the old fords in the Dee to the moss of Cairnhillock 
on the boundary with Newhills, the distance, in a direct line, is 
4% miles ; and from Moir’s parks, on the east of Countesswells, 
to the lands of Cullerlie in Echt, the distance, also in a direct 
line, is nearly six miles. The whole area of the parish is com- 
puted to be 10,288} acres, and the common lands 359 acres. — 


Topography. 
The northern division of the parish presents a rather hilly 
appearance, and the surface of the southern a rugged and un- 


dulatory. On the march with Banchory-Devenick and New- 
hills, on the Countesswells road, the height above sea level is 


* «To account for this etymology, it is to be observed, that the parish church 
stands on the north bank of the Dee, which separates two large tracts of 
country. Near to the church are ferry-boats, which connect the lines of com- 
munication between the two counties. Here are united several roads, which 
lead from different points, and here is the chief passage across the river, next to 
the bridge of Dee, from which it bears west about six measured miles,” —Statis- 
tical Account of Peter Culter, 1795, p. 359. ; 

+ Statistical Account of Peter Culter, 1795, p. 359. ‘ 
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402 feet ; and the Kingshill wood on Countesswells, the highest 
land in the parish, which is. all planted, is 706 feet. The 
bridge on the Alford road, at Bishopdams, is 379 feet ; and the 
.bridge between Easter Ord and Mill of Brotherfield, is 315 
feet. The church is 81 feet; the Weather Craig, or Beans- 
bill, is 450 feet; the Linn of Culter is 230 feet; and the hill of 
Eddiestone, in the north-west division, is 8322 feet above sea. 
level. All over the parish there are many marshy flats and 
tok bogs, traversed by rivulets and small streams ; and on the 
1igher ground there are some rocky eminences which are unfit 
for cultivation. On the Leuchar burn, above its junction with 
the Gormack, there is the Linn of Culter, which dams back the 
water into an extensive flat, rendering the land above, for a 
considerable distance, almost unfit for cultivation, except in 
very dry seasons ;* and on the burn of Ord, and its small 
tributary, the Silver burn, there are the mosses of Brotherfield 
and Rotten of Gairn, with many others in the northern division 
of the parish, almost worn out and partly brought into cultiva- 
tion. Along the valley of the Dee there are the extensive 
haughs of Culter, bordered by steep banks of gravel and boulder 
rock; and with the steep banks of Murtle and of Pcter’s 
Heugh, and the rugged rocks above the paper works on the 
burn of Culter, rising into the higher finely wooded grounds of 
Culter House, Murtle, Bieldside, and Binghall which are over- 
topped by the Weather Craig, and the woods of Countesswells, 
the scenery is varied and interesting. 


Geology and Soils. 


The rocks on the eastern and northern diyision of the parish 
are chiefly composed of gneiss, and on the west they are 
granite. Of the former kinds of rocks there are immense 
locks on the surface, and in beds highly impregnated with 
iron, and fit for nothing but ordinary rubble walls ; and of the 
latter there are the granite quarries ot Anguston, which pro- 
duce stones equal in quality and colour to the best Dancing 
. Cairn or Rubislaw quarries in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen. 

Deposits—Along the Dee there are large haughs formed by 
deposits of gravel and sand, covered by a lightish alluvial 
soil, and Boriceas these are steep banks and hillocks of drift 
gravel, which must have been deposited at an earlier pore as 
- they are far above the action of the river now. Along the 
_ * About the year 1790, a mason was employed to cut and deepen this 

‘‘ cataract,” that the land above might be drained. ‘‘ By some defect, how- 
ever, in the plan or execution, or in both, the end was not attained.” In 1874, 


an attempt was made to remove it, but from similar causes the proposal was not 
carried out, : 
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upper part of the Leuchar burn, and in several places along 
the burn of Ord, and on Countesswells, there are the remains 
of extensive peat mosses, in which are found imbedded the 
trunks of forest trees. These mosses stand at various eleva- 
tions, from the swampy ground on the Leuchar burn (230 feet), 
to the Moss of Agen in Countesswells, which is 500 feet 
above sea level. | 
Soils.—Along the valley of the Dee the soil is a sandy 
loam ; on the higher ground it is black soil upon a sandy sub- 
soil, and is of considerable fertility. On the central and north 
divisions, the higher ground is yellow loam upon gravelly clay 
‘and boulder rock ; and in the lower, it 1s a mixture of peat 
earth upon clay and gravel beds. On the west division, the 
soil upon the slopes of Anguston is generally a rich black loam 
pes the granite; and on the hill of Oldtown, and the knolls 
of Kennerty, the soil is chiefly light and gravelly. | 
Hydrography. | 
The river Dee forms the southern boundary of the parish, 
except the Inch of Culter, which is said to have been an 
island about 270 years ago. The burn of Culter intersects the 
arish from the Dee to the confluence of the Gormack and 
euchar burns; and the burn of Ord forms the boundary with | 
_ Skene up to a point a little above the Bishop-dam’s bridge, on 
the Alford saa The Leuchar burn in its upper course also 
forms the boundary with Skene on the east; and the Gormack 
burn forms the boundary of the parish with Drumoak, from its 
confluence with the Leuchar up to the boundary with Echt 
parish. The burn of the Ord propels the machinery of the 
corn-grinding mill of Brotherfield ; and the Leuchar burn pro- 
els the machinery of some woollen and saw mills ; and lower 
own the Culter burn propels the machinery of the paper 
mills of Culter and the corn-grinding mills of Kennerty. 


Fishings. 
The Dee is fished by net and coble, and are let to two tenants, 
the one above the burn of Culter and the other below; and | 


_ they are generally successful. The burns of Culter, above the 
paper works, and the Gormack, are good trouting streams. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


Around Culter House there are several fine beech trees, and 
also some good specimens of chestnut, oak, birch, elm, plane, 
and pine trees. There is also a fine specimen of a deodar; and 
in the outlying plantations there are many fine Scots fir and 
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larch. In the grounds of Murtle there are some very fine 
elm and other hardwood trees, with some thriving silver 
- firs, a remarkably fine arbor vitw, and some good speci- 
mens of Athenian poplarin the garden. In the den of Murtle, 
and.on Binghill and Dalhibity, and also on the lower part of 
Countesswells, there is a large extent of ground covered with 
Scots fir and. larch of various ages ; and in the private grounds 
of the latter place there are a number of well-grown hardwood 
trees and some spruce. The higher lying plantations on Coun- 
tesswells consist of Scots firs and larch ; but as they stand at a 
considerable elevation above sea level (from 500 to 700 feet), 
and have been planted for many years, little further progress 
can now be expected of them. On the western extremity of 
the parish a large extent of ground has recently been planted 
on the hill of Eddiestone, and the trees have a thriving ap- 
pearance. The site of the old camp, on the north-eastern face 
of the hill of Oldtown, has been planted with Scots firs and 
larch for many years, and the trees are now about full-grown. 

Botany.—The plants indigenous to this parish are those of 
the common kind, which are to be found in most of the inland 
parishes of the County. 

Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. — 
No. atand above No. at and above No. at and above No.atandabove No, at and above 
of nae rent. and ander £100. and secs £50. and fades £20, and under £10. 
20 28 43 28 26 
And 10 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 

Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Peter Culter, year 


1872-73, , : : ‘ : : : ; . £8,135 12 1 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 

lands, . ‘ : : ’ ; : : ‘ j 471 0 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . ‘ ° ; 122 0 
Do. Mills and Manufactories, , ‘ ‘ ; é 669 4 
Do. Quarries, &c., . ‘ , ‘ . j ; ; 38 0 
Do. Alehouses, Shops, &.,  . ‘ : ‘ ‘ d 25 0 
Do. Houses and land rented at less than £4ayear,. . 76 19 1 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, _. , 471 16 
Do. Deeside Railway, . ‘ ‘ : ‘ . . 1,260 0 
Do. Aqueduct Aberdeen Water Works, . : ; ; 375 0 

Total value, . ‘ ; , , . £11,644 12 


im] CONKPOONOS 


oo eenpenny a ane nagmcneres 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


Alexander Forbes Irvine, Esq. of Drum Schivas, 
_ Major Andrew Gammel, of Countesswells. 
Robert William Duff, Esq. of Culter, M.P. 
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The Culter Paper Mill Company. 

The Rev. Dr, Adam Corbet, of Bieldside. 

Heirs of the late Mrs. Thurburn of Murtle. 

James Shirra Gibb, Esq. of Nether Contlaw and Beanshill. 
George Gibb Shirra Gibb, Esq. of Oldfold and Stonegavel. 
G. 8. Anderson Symmers, Esq. of Contlaw. 

A. Anderson Symmers, Esq. of Westfield. 

Captain John Kyle, of Binghill. 

The Deeside Railway Company. wal 
The Commissioners under the Aberdeen Police and Water WorksAct, 1862. 


And 20 proprietors of houses and lands whose rents or value are under £100 
a-year. 7 


Farming.—Leases are granted for 19 years on all the agri- 
cultural land in the parish, and the rotation of cropping is that 
of the fifth and sixth-shift course. The crops raised are oats, 
barley, hay, turnips, and potatoes; very little wheat is grown ; 
it has, however, been occasionally cultivated with success after 
lea or potatoes on Kennerty and Murtle. =~ 

Improvements ——Not much requires to be done in the way 
of improving waste land. During the last two19 years large 
tracts of barren muirs and mossy swamps have been brought 
into cultivation, especially in ths northern districts of the 
parish, so that nearly all that can be done has already been ac- 
complished, except the draining of the land along the Leuchar 
and the Ord burns, which can only be done after the Linn of 
Culter is removed. : 

Farm Houses——These are, in general, substantial commo- 
dious buildings, and belong exclusively to the proprietors, being 
held by the tenants on dead inventory ; aud the fields are 
- mostly enclosed with stone fences. The haughs of Milltimber 
and Murtle, though enclosed by embankments of extent and 
strength sufficient for the usual fioods in the river, are occa- 
sionally overflowed. On the 4th of August, 1829, they were 
Rooted: to an unusual degree, and on that occasion much of 
the soil and growing crops were carried away. 

Live Stock—The cattle stock are paerilly a cross between 
the old Aberdeenshire and Galloway breeds, and the short- ~ 
horned, with a few of the polled breed. On some farms a herd 
of cows, chiefly crosses, are kept for dairy purposes; but in 
eee the fattening of the stock is more looked to. A few 

nglish sheep are kept on account of their wool. 7 


Manufactories. 


“ The Culter Paper Mill Company” have a large establish- 
ment on the burn of Culter, where they carry on the manu- 
facture of paper, chiefly from oe grass, imported from 
Spain. This mill (the first of the kind in the. north) was 
erected in 1750, and on the 1st of January, 1751, a Bartholo- 
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mew Smith commenced the business of paper making, with 

six men susnaee in the different parts of the process. Here, 
says the author of the old Statistical Account, “ they manu- 
factured superfine paper, and paper for notes to the Aberdeen 
Bank. I have written on fine post paper which was made at 
this mill, equal in quality to any that I have ever seen.” The 
mill works are situated on a beautiful flat piece of haugh, of 
about eight acres in extent, almost surrounded by a steep hill 
on the west, north-west, and north, which has been planted with 
trees, On the east the ground is not so high. There are large 
projecting rocks above and below the flat where the mill 
stands, and what is called the new Aberdeen road is carried 
over the burn on the north, and the old road is carried over 
the burn at the south. Above the former road is a large arti- 
ficial reservoir constructed on the burn, which is kept up by a 
dam or weir which is built across the bottom of the rocky 
ravine, and when full it is nearly 20 feet in depth, and throws 
the water back nearly half-a-mile. The aqueduct from the 
reservoir is an artificial work, and is composed of wood. It is 
700 feet long, seven feet wide, and two feet in depth, and is sup- 
ported by stone pillars, with iron and wooden supports between. 

“The beauty of the situation and scenery is much admired.” 
The extent of artificial works, the large pile of buildings on 
the left, the spacious reservoir on the right, amidst steep and 
rugged rocks, with an occasional cascade over its dike, all, at 
this point, burst up on the eye of the traveller, present to his 
view a combination of the beauties of nature and the works 
of art seldom to be met with. 

About a mile further up the hollow, and on the Leuchar 
burn, there is a mill for the manufacture of coarse woollen 
cloths, and also a saw mill for the manufacture of timber. 
Below the paper manufactory there are the mills of Kennerty, 
where a large trade is carried on in grinding oatmeal ; at Murtle 
there is also a corn-grinding mill; and at Mill of Brotherfield 
there is a corn-grinding and barley mill. 


Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Culter is a building supposed to be 
about 250 years old. There is no date upon it, but the arms 
of Cumin of Coulter (descended from Cumin, Kari of Buchan) 
appear, supported by two ostriches; crest, a garb; motto, 
Courage.* The Cummings possessed the property from the 


* A short poem by ‘‘ Sir Alexander Cummin, of Coutter, Knight, is printed 
in Funerals of a Right Reverend Father in God, Patrick Forbes of Corse, 
Bishop of Aberdene,” pp. 406, 407. Aberdeen, Imprinted by Edward Raban,. 
1635, 4to. , 
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time of Alexander II. till A.D. 1726.- The Mansion House of 
Countesswells is an old building, but quite habitable. This 

roperty was purchased in the end of the last century from 

ames Burnett, Esq., by the predecessor of the present pro- 
_ prietor, who was a banker in Glasgow. The Mansion House 
of Murtle, or Murt-hill, is an, elegant building in the Grecian 
style of architecture, standing on high ground overlooking the 
Dee. On Binghill and Bieldside there are mansion houses 
suitable to the size of the properties ; and, recently, there has 
been erected several handsome residences on ground feued, in 
small plots, off Culter, Bieldside, and Countesswells, among 
those we may notice the Mansion Houses of Camphill, Edgehill, 
Cairnlece, and Dalhibity, the latter being built upon the march 
betwixt Peter Culter and Banchory-Devenick. 

As to the names of many places within the parish being 
derived from the Gaelic language, we may mention those of 
Kennerty, Ceann-arde, which signifies “ the head of the small 
ae where the Barons of Kennerty lived. Murtle, Mortu- 
lach, “the large knoll;’ Pittingullies, Pit-ean-gelly, “ the 
hollow of the clear stream ;” Dalhibity, Dal-beithie, “the birch 
tree field ;” Leu-char, “a place of rushes ;’ Gairn, Garbh, “a 
rough a ”’ and Auchlee, Auch-liath, which means “ the 
grey field.” Many other instances might be given of the names 
of places having their derivations from that language in this 
and the adjoining parishes. For instance, Garlogie, in Skene, 
Garbh-lagan, or, “ the rough hollow ;” Broadich, in Newhills, 
Broad-chrioch, “ the broad bounds of the district,” &c. 

Roads. 

The north Deeside road intersects the parish from Bieldside 
to Belskevie, a distance of about three miles; and the Alford 
and Echt roads run along the northern boundary from the 
fifth mHe stone to the Bishopdams bridge. The Countesswells 
road intersects the central division from Moir’s parks to the 
mill of Brotherfield. A cross road leads from Bieldside by 
Countesswells to the Skene road at the Free Church of New- 
hills ; another leads from Glasterberry to Beanshill, &c., and 
another leads from the paper mills across the country to 
the Cairnies and Skene, and they are sufficient for the internal 
traffic of the parish. 

__ The Murtle Station, on the Deeside Railway, is 54 miles from 
Aberdeen,the Milltimber is 64, and the CulterStation is 7? miles. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


_There are three places at which ales and spirits are sold, 
viz, at Broadiach, Clovencraigs, and Bieldside. There are no 
markets or fairs held within the parish. | 
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- Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
. THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF PETER CULTER, FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED 141n MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, : : j ‘ ‘ : £257 16 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : E 220 5 3 








~ 









Total receipts, . é : : : ‘ . £478 1 9 
Excpenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £348 11 34 
Relief of Casual Poor, : : ; : ° 1 2 1 
Medical Relief, . : , , ‘ f . 11 310 
Management, . ; : ‘ ; F : 33.17 33 
Balance in hand, . : ; ; 69 7 3 
Total expenditure, . ; ; ; : . £478 1 9 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ts MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





ee ee meee tn: canna 


Died or ceased to 


Relieved during the year. raceive rellet Casual Poor. 
Population eee || Fatuous 
in . ; or 
' _| Regis- _| Other one 
1861. Males. | Females. | Total. Poe tered nope Casual se rated Insane. 
. Poor. : Poor, ° 














1,410 | 138 | 24 | 37 | 55 5 9 5 6 | 2 


~The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three 
elected members, or managers, upon the Board. 


IY—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the “ Acta Dominorum Auditorum,” p. 90, we find it re- 
corded, that on the 16th of October, 1479, “the lordis audi- 
toris decretis and deliveries that William Cummyn of Cultir 
sall content and paye to Alexander Fraser of Filorth, Knycht, 
and James Fraser of Mamissy, the soume of 1¢ pundis of the 
rest of a mare, some acht to thame be his obligatione schewin 
and producit befor the lordis.” On the twenty-third of Octo- 
ber, 1488, there was a plea moved between “ William Cumyn 
of Innerellochquhy, and Alexander Cumyn of Cultir, his 
brothir.” And on the fourth of July, 1494, there was an 
“actionne and causs persewit be Archibald, Erle of Anguss, 


~ 
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Chancellare of Scotland, aganis Alexander Cumyn of Cultir 
for the wrangis detencion and withhalding frae him of. the 
landis of Arbady and Inchmerlach ” (Arbeadie and Inchmarlo). 
And also an “accioune and causs persewit be William Cumyn 
of Inneraloquhy, massir, agains Alesnnder Cumyn of Cultir, 
for the wrangwis detencioune and withaldin fra him of the 
malez and proffitis of the landis of the Herne and Drumquhirny 
(the Hirn and Drumfrennie).” 

In speaking of Sir Alexander Cummin of Coulter, Knight, 
the parson of Rothiemay says, that he was “a gentleman whoise 
meanes and estate held no proportion with his old descent, 
which made him capable of a far greater estate then any that 
he possessed.” * 


II. —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE tutelar of the parish is Saint Peter the Apostle. The 
Church was built in 1799, and is seated for 550; and along 
with the Manse stands close to the Dee. The Manse and 
domestic offices are valued at £25 a-year; and the Glebe and 
garden at £10. Stipend, by the last augmentation in 1812, 
is in meal, 54 bolls, two firlots, 2 11-20 lippies; in bear, 51 
bolls, three firlots; and in money, £113 8s. 2d. The school- 
master’s house. and garden are valued at £10. The Free 
Church Manse and garden are valued at £14. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Alexander Edmond, advocate, chairman; Arthur Stephen, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and cate- 
chism taught. There is but one school in the parish under 
the supervision of the Board, and 112 scholars. 

Parochial Registers—Regular registers of the baptisms, 
marriages, and deaths are kept, the earliest of which com- 
mences In the year 1674. 

Bequests —Small mortifications were bequeathed for three 
Sabbath schools in the parish, by the late Mr. Gordon of 

Murtle. : | 

Church Collections—These amounted to for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £18 9s. 1d., of which sum only £2 12s. 3d. was 
expended on the relief of the poor. 7 


* Gordon’s Memoirs of Scots Affairs, vol. ii., p. 199. 
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IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


THE late JoHN Gorpon, Esq. of Murtle, by deeds dated 1815, 
bequeathed a certain part of his property to trustees, for dis- 
tribution to various charitable ice some of which were 
specified, and others were left to the discretion of the trustees. 
“ Among those specified by Mr. Gordon, was one respecting 
which he expresses himself was that of establishing lectures on 
practical religion, at our Universities ; and recommended them 
to give preference to all charitable institutions, having for their 
object the education of the rising generation, more especially 
where due attention is paid to their instruction in the prin- 
ciples of religion.” * | 


: V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


On the north-east slope of the hill of Oldtown, there is a wall 
and ditch which runs from north-east to south-west, and from 
each end of this wall, and almost at right angles to it, ramparts 
had been carried south-eastward towards the river Dee, which 
is fully a mile distant from the angular points, but it is mani- 
fest that they had not been carried all the way to the river. 
“ At the north-east and south-west angles,” says the author of 
the Statistical Account of the parish, 1795, “there had been 
half-moon work constructed. The top of the bank 1s, in some 
places, eight or nine fect above the bottom of the ditch. In 
most places the height is about six feet. But in the course of 
centuries, much of the wall must have tumbled down, and 
much of the ditch must have been filled up. No history, to 
which I have access, makes mention of dis military work. 
Tradition has done no more than transmitted some names. 
The rampart is called ‘ Norman’s Dike ;’ half cultivated lands 
adjacent to it are called “The Norman Faughs.” A large foun- 
’ tain, close to the eastern rampart, bears the name of ‘ Norman’s 
Well’ ” 

Colonel Shand, of Templand, in Forgue, who was intimately 
acquainted with the fortifications of the Romans north of the 
_ Forth, examined this camp about the beginning of the present 
century, and came to the conclusion that the profiles and other 
dimensions of the ditch and ramparts, are the same as those 
of the camps of Ury battle dikes, and the other camps in 
. Strathmore, supposed to have been constructed by Lollius. | 
Urbicus, the ating Lieutenant of Antoninus, in one of his 
* Statistical Account of Aberdeen, 1843, pp. 58, 59. | 
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marches northward. This work has since been examined by 
several parties, who agree in thinking it to be of Roman origin, 
and with the testimony of the Itinerary of Ptolemy, and of the 
Britannia Romana of Richard of Cirencester, must remove all 
doubts, but that it is the exact site of the Devana of Ptolemy, 
as shown upon his maps. It is of an oblong rectangular form, 
and the northern dyke, or enclosing wall, which can be dis- 
tinctly traced, is 985 yards long. The position of the old fords 
in the Dee are still pointed out. 

“In one of the plantations on Binghill, there is a Druidical 
circle enclosed a a common stone dyke; and near to it 
there is a large tumulus, which is said to have been at one 
time the burying-place of the family of Drum, a property in 
the neighbouring parish where the descendants of that family 
now reside.” * 


PARISH OF PETERHEAD. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


‘Tum ancient name of this parish was Peter Ugie, in Latin Jn- 


 verugy Petri, which is found in many old charters. It was 
formerly of much greater extent than at present, and extended 
westward for a distance of about nine miles, and included, till 
1620, the parish of Longside, formerly called Western Ugie.- 

_ “The town, previous to 1593, was called Keith Inch, and at one 
time belonged to the Abbey of Deer, afterwards to the Earl of 
_ Marischal, and sold in 1715 to the York Buildings, or Fishery 
Company of Scotland, which, breaking up in A.D. 1726, it was_ 
sold by them to the Governors of the Merchant Maiden’s Hos- 


_ pital in Edinburgh.” + 
| Boundaries. 


It is bounded on the north by the Ugie and the parish of 
Saint Fergus ; on the east by the German Ocean; on the south 
by the parish of Cruden; and on the west by the parish of 
Longside. : 

Latent. 
The greatest length of the parish in a direct line from the 


* Statistical Account of Peter Culter, 1843, p. 109. 
+ View of the Diocese of Abereeon, p. 415. 
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Cloven Stone, on the Cruden boundary, to the Ugie at New 
Seat (south-east to north-west), is 64 miles; and the greatest 
breadth in a direct line, from the Keith Inch to the march with 
Longside at Toddlehills (east to west), is 44 miles. The whole 
area is computed to be 9,449} acres. 

Topography. 

The southern parts of the parish are hilly and bare. The 
Stirling-hill, which forms the well-known promontory of the 
Buchan-ness, has an elevation of 260 feet; and from it the 
land rises into the Blackhills, which are about 350 feet—the 
Saddle-hill, intervening, is 254 feet ; the church of Boddam is 
about 70 feet; and the Reform Tower on the Meet-hill stands 
181 feet above sea level. The junction of the Auchtygall with 
the Aberdeen road, at the burgh boundary is 91 feet; the 
parish church is 32 feet ; the Howe o’ Buchan is about 76 feet ; 
the hill of Cocklaw is 300 feet ; and the Longside parish bound- 
ary on the Buchan turnpike is 142 feet above sea level. The 
level, crossing at the Peterhead Railway Station is 46 feet, the 
old wind-mill of Blackhouse is 94 fect, the bridge over the 
Collie burn, on the Fraserburgh road, is 28 feet, and the bridge 
over the Ugie, also on the same road, is 16 feet. The Copland- 
hill is 112 feet, the Inverugic Railway Station is 86 feet ; Mount- 

leasant is 107 fect, the highest ground on Barnyards is 141 

eet, on Smiddyhill it is 160 feet, and on the Longside bound- 
ary of the parish at Glendaveny it is about 150 feet. 

_ From the south head at Peterhead, to the Buchan-ness light- 
house, nearly due south, inclining to west, the sea coast has 
two bays in it—the bays of Peterhead and Sandford—the 
Peterhead bay receding inland from a straight line drawn be- 


. tween the two headlands, about one mile and one furlong 


at the Brickwork—and the Sandford bay, about one mile. The 
headland which divides these bays—the Salthouse-head—re- 
cedes about half a mile. The Skerry-rock lies north-east of 
the Buchan-ness about half a mile, and outside this line about 
150 yards. 

On the southern extremity of the parish, and on the sea 
shore, is the Hare, or Cleft Stone, which marks the boundary 
between Peterhead and Cruden ; and the Stirling-hill quarries, 
so well known for the large solid blocks which they produce, 
Opposite to these quarries, and a short distance seawards, 1s 
the rock or island of Dundony, where, in former times, it is 
said there was a salt pan. ithin a few hundred yards of 
these quarries, northward, stands the old castle of Boddam, 
formerly the seat of Keith, Knight of Ludquharn. It stands 
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between two deep gullies, into which the sea, in easterly gales, . 
rushes with uncontrollable fury. North of the old castle -is 
Boddam Lodge, and the village of Boddam, with the lighthouse, 
which was finished, and the light first exhibited, in 1827. The 
ps Sat stands on an insular ruck at the southern extremity. 
of the bay of Peterhead, from which it is distant fully two 
miles in a direct line. The lantern stands 130 feet above high 
water mark spring tides. It has a revolving light, flashing 
once every five seconds, and was the invention of the late Mr. 
Robert Stevenson. The Tower is seen, in clear weather, from 
the Girdleness hight at Aberdeen, and the light at the distance 
at sea of sixteen nautical miles. Proceeding from Boddam 
northwards, we pass the Peterhead Granite Polishing Works, 
Sandford, the Meethill, the new Distillery Works at Invernet- 
tie, and the fishing village at Burnhaven, which lies on the 
south side of the Salthouse head, and the Brick Works, which 
are Just within the boundary of the burgh of Peterhead, and a 
little over 32 miles from Aberdeen. 

The sea shore north of Peterhead is rather of a convex form, 
and its general direction inclines to the north-west, till it 
reaches the mouth of the Ugie, which divides the parish of 
Peterhead from St. Fergus. The northern and western parts 
of the parish are all cultivated, and diversified with clumps of 
eeetagy The prospect is extremely pleasant when viewed 
rom some of the higher ground. Along the valley of the 
Ugie, with its many windings, are the finely situate mansions - 
of Balmoor, Mountpleasant, Ellishill, and the fine old ruin of 
Raven's Craig, by which a path leads along the river, through 
a rich and fertile strath, till entering the haughs of Rora, in 
the parish of Longside. 


Geology and Soils. 


Of the chief geological features of the parish of Peterhead, 
the late Professor Macgillivray says, that the Stirling-hill, or 
“the northern part of the district, consists of the well-known 
sienite, or, as 1t is locally termed, red granite, bearing so close a 
resemblance to the Egyptian sienite, that large obelisks were 
cut of the former, and placed in the British Museum, along 
with ornaments of the latter. | 

“ Of this sienite, highly crystaline felspar, of a deep flesh- 
tint, is the chief constituent, mixed with a smaller quantity-of 
a very transparent and lustrous quartz. A little hornblende, 
&c,, may be some times traced, and, though very rarely, a trace 
of mica, For ornamental purposes the sienite of Stirling-hill 
(which covers an area of about 150 acres) is much used. but 
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here another sienite is met with, in which, along with the 
flesh-coloured felspar, there occurs crystals of albite (white 
felspar), giving greater variety and beauty.” 

| Trap dykes are here found breaking through the granite, © 
which is not of common occurrence in the granite of man 
districts. On the north side of a gully, which runs inland, 
nearly at right angles to the shore at the old Castle of Boddam, 
is a very fine dyke of granular greenstone, composed of al 
and hornblende, and on the island of the Buchan-ness light- 
house, there is hornstone and hornstone-porphyry, a kind of 
granite which contains protogene, and a magnesian mineral 
called steatite, or soapstone. 

The rocks along the coast northwards from the Buchan-ness 
to the mouth of the Ugie, are not so bold, excepting those at 
the Salthouse-head, and those around the promontory of Peter-_ 
head ; they are nearly submerged, and can only be examined 
properly at low water. They consist of granite,* trap, syenite, 
gneiss, porphyry, and quartz, variously associated together, and 
the direction of the ditferent strata lie generally from east to 
west, indicating various centres at no great distance inland. 
Boulders and beds of pebbles on this part of the shore are 
very extensively distributed, consisting of rounded fragments 
of rocks, which are seldom to be found upon the land in the 
neighbourhood. + 

As already noticed, the southern and south-western parts of 
the parish are the most hilly, and upon the hills of Invernettie, 
Boddam, the Stirling and the Blackhills, and the hill of Little 
Cocklaw, there are Targe fields of granite rock in a state of 
various degrees of decomposition, and, when first laid bare, it 
has all the appearance of sound rock in the quarry. It ex- 
hibits the satlines of blocks of various sizes, divided from each 
other by fissures filled with clayey matter, some of which are 
coloured with oxide of iron, producing a reddish gravel, and 
In some instances the gravel 1s almost ‘vhite. 

Deposits ——Over a considerable portion of the south division 
of Peterhead there are considerable deposits of gravel, rounded 

ebbles, clay, and flints on the higher ground ; and, on the lower, 

arge deposits of moss, formed by the decay of trees, chiefly of 
a deciduous character, and of heath, bent,&c. In these marshy 
mosses there are considerable deposits of bog-iron ore. The 
moss in this parish, at no very remote period, extended from 
| * Professor Jameson, who examined this parish some years ago, met with 
plumbago, or molybdena, in the granite rocks of Peterhead. 

+ ‘* Agates and jasper are to be found ; flints are also abundant, and are not 


unfrequently found, on being broken, to contain impressions of sea plants, 
shells,” &c.—Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 348. 
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the sea shore, near Buchanhaven, in a south-westerly direction 
by the railway station across the country by Clerkhill to Meggs- 
moss on Little Cocklaw, Wester Auchtygall, and Collielaw 
and the Blackhills, joining the mosses inCruden, and of Faich- 
field in Longside. The land from north of the Roanheads, by 
the new cemetery, the Kirktown, and the West Links is cover- 
ed with sea sand to a considerable depth, overlying clay and 
vegetable remains. At the brick work, which is close upon 
the beach, there is an immense mass of diluvial clay dug to 
the extent of 40 feet in depth, exhibiting various layers de-_ 
posited at different periods, as appears from their quality and 
colour; some of the deposits are not above an inch in seni: | 
while others are several feet. “The skeleton of a bird was 
lately dug out of the clay here, at a depth of 25 feet from the 
surface, and about 15 or 20 feet from the level of the sea.” * 
On the Meethill, the Cocklaws, the Downiehills, Berryhill, the 
hill of Grange, and Coplandhill, the Balmoors, Mountpleasant, 
Alehousehill, Barnyards, Smiddyhill, Torterstone, and New- 
seat, there are large deposits of diluvial clay, mixed in some 
parts with water-worn pebbles, and in some places it is of con-— 
siderable depth, and of a very tenacious character.” The de- 
posits of gravel, flint, and clay, mixed with rounded stones or 
pebbles on the higher ground, have evidently resulted from 
the action of water, as they exhibit all the appearance of similar 
deposits on the shore ; and these deposits are separated from 
one another by incrustations of iron, lying at various angles 
and curved lines.” On the hill of Invernettie, which is 
separated from the Stirling-hill by a deep ravine called the 
Den of Boddam, and on several parts of the Blackhill, the 
surface is covered with rounded flints, many of which, on being 
broken, contain animal and vegetable remains, chiefly the im- 
pression of sea shells, spines, &c. . 

Soils—J1n this parish the soil varies from almost the lightest 
sandy soil ae 
Downiehills. On Little Cocklaw, Easter Clerkhill, Wester 
Auchtygall, and on several parts of the Blackhills, there igs 
moss, and a good deal of mossy soil; while on the Cowhills, 
Buckie, and the Boddams, the soil is light and gravelly. From 
the Meethill across the country, by Easter Auchtygall, Cock- 
law, Berryhill, and the Barnyards, and eastwards by Mount- 
pleasant, the Balrnoors, and Coplandhill, the soil is strong 


the Kuirktown, to the heaviest clays on ~ 


reasy clay, on a clay subsoil, in most cases almost entirely |. 


estitute of stones. Long cultivation and high manuring has 


*. Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 348. 
+ Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 350. 
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-meliorated much of the stiff clay soils in the neighbourhood of 
the town, and along the south and north shores, for some 
distance inland, by the Howe o’ Buchan, and where poney 
managed, produce as weighty crops as can be produced on the 
same description of land in the country. 


Hydrography. 

The Ugie is the only river connected with the parish, and it 
has for its tributaries the burn of Alehousehill and the Collie 
burn, which drain the most of the northern division; the | 
burns of Invernettie and Auchtygall, aud the burn which flows 
through the den of Boddam, draining the southern division, 
the central division being drained by the small stream called 
the Kirktown burn. The Ugie propels the machinery of the 
meal mill at Raven’s Craig, and the burn of Invernettie propels 
the corn-grinding mills there. ‘There are many springs of pure 
water throughout the parish, among the most valuable are 
those which at present supply the town of Peterhead with 
water. These springs are situated on the farm of Wellington- 
place, or Easter Aaphtygall and on the borders of Megs-moss. 
On the Blackhill are several springs of very pure water, and in 
the garden there is a very strong chalybeate spring. On Ale- 
househill, Easter Barnyards, Mountpleasant, and near the bridge 
of Inverugie, there are some springs of very pure water. 

In the town of Peterhead, which was much resorted to up- 
wards of two centuries ago, there 1s a mineral well—a strong 
chalybeate—which the late Dr. Laing found by analysis, in 
12 lb. avoirdupois weight of water, to contain— 


Areated iron, - 34 grains. Gypsum, - 2 grains. 
Muriated iron, - 30} ,, Glauber salt, 13 i 
Muriated lime, - ——- Common salt, 7 <i 
Silicious earth; - za Fixed air, cubic inches, 834. 


“Under proper regimen the mineral waters of Peterhead 
were found iy the late Dr. Moir to be deservedly in repute for 
eneral debility, disorders of the stomach and bowels, flatu- 
encies and indigestion, nervous complaints, &c.” * There are, 
however, other wells near the town, especially one a little to 
the north of it, which is much resorted to during summer ; and 
in almost every part of the parish there are copious springs, 
which are found to possess the same medicinal qualities as 
those in Peterhead. | 
The tide at high water flows up the Ugie as far as the 
bridge of Inverugie, a distance of one mile and three furlongs. 
The tide off Peterhead flows from Rattrayhead south and south- 
east, and ebbs north and north-west, and during spring tides 
* Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1843, p. 347. 5 ; 
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it runs 3} milesan hour. In some places from the headlands in 
shore, there is considerable variation, and only understood by 
those who are perfectly acquainted with them. 


Fishings. . 
In the Ugie there are plenty of salmon, finnocks, trout, eels, 
flounders, &c., but it is not an early river for salmon. There 
are no pikes nor shell fish of any kind in the river, except the 
earl mussel, in which pearls of some value are occasionally 
ound. 
Arboriculture and Botany. - 
The first trees which were planted in the end of the last 
century in the north division of the parish were those of Ale- 
househill; and, considering the exposed nature of the ground, 
they have succeeded remarkably, and are still in a growing 
state. On the lower sheltered ground, by. the old Castle of 
Ravenscraig, and along the banks of the Ugie westwards, 
several clumps have been planted, chiefly with hardwood trees, 
which have a more thriving appearance. The late James Fer- 
guson, Esq. of Pitfour, planted several clumps with hard- 
wood on the lands of Balmoor and Richmond, which are in a 
healthy state, but stunted in growth from exposure to the sea 
breeze. The late Mr. Arbuthnot of Invernettie planted several 
acres, on very exposed ground, with various kinds of forest 
trees, but those which thrive best are the alder, ash, plane, and 
elm, and of the fir tribe the white American spruce and silver 
firs. Around the mansions of Whitehill, Meethill, and Sand- 
ford Lodge, the two latter places being fully exposed to the 
north-easterly gales, there are small clumps of hardwood trees, 
chiefly ash, elm, alder, and willows, but the young shoots are 
often destroyed by the sea breeze. On the Blackhill, about 
100 acres have been planted in belts and clumps of Scots firs 
and larch, and various kinds of hardwood trees, on the higher 
ground, and with ash, spruce, &., on the lower. These planta- 
tions extend from two to three miles inland, and are from 250 to 
350 feet. above sea level ; but, being mostly in small detached 
clumps, the higher-lying plantations do not promise much 
success. In the east den, on the estate of Dens, there are 
some clumps and belts of Scots firs, mrxed with hardwood 
trees, which have a more thriving appearance, as they lieata .( 
lower level, more inland, and are better sheltered from the —~ 
easterly winds. | | 
The northern division of the parish, and on the barony lands 
-of Torterston, the land is mostly subdivided by very thriving 
thorn hedges, which give the district a sheltered appearance. 
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On Mountpleasant, Balmoor, Howe o’ Buchan, and Berryhill, 
the lands are also mostly subdivided by thorn hedges, and 
hedgerow trees, which have a more ancient appearance, and ~ 
in some places they do not appear to have been properly at- 
tended to. On Grange, Clerkhill, and the Auchtygalls there 
are some fine thorn hedges, forming complete fences to the 
fields, and very valuable shelter. At the farm houses of 
Blackhill there are some very thriving beech hedges, and on 
the lower ground there are some thriving ash, elm, and spruce 
trees. 

Botany.—The plants which are to be found in this parish 
present no great field for the botanist; but the shores are 
covered with sea weed, and, as far as can be seen through the 
water, with submerged alge. Fungi, Lichens, and Musci are 
also to be found in considerable variety. Of the former of 
these the Agaricus campestris,or common Mushroom, is abund- 
ant on the links and old pastures. 


Zoology. 
Among the quadrupeds, not domesticated, the following are 
to be found :— 


Cervus capriolis, Roe Deer. Mustela fagorum, The Common Martin. 
Lepus timidus, Common Hare. Mus decumanus, The Brown Rat. 
Lepus cunniculus, The Rabbit. Mus musculus, Common Mouse. 
Luira vulgaris, Common Otter. Mus sylvaticus, Field Mouse. 
Mustela putorius, The Foumart. Phoca vitulina, Common Seal. 
Mustela erminea, The Ermine. Talpa Kuropea, The Mole. 

| Mustela vulgaris, The Weasel. Vespertilio murinus, Common Bat. 

: Vulpes vulgaris, The Fox. 
AMPHIBIOUS. 
Bufo vulgaris, Common Toad. | | Rana temporaria, Common Frog. 
LanpD Birps. 
Accentor modularis, Hedge Sparrow. Columba Oenas, Rock Pigeon. 
Alanda arvensis, Field Lark. Cuculus canorus, Common Cuckoo. 
Alanda arborea, Wood Lark. Emberiza citrinella, Yellow Bunting. 

. Ardea cinerea, Cominon Heron. Emberiza nivalis, Snow Bunting. 
Anthus petrosus, Sea Titling. Emberiza miliaria, Common Bunting. 
Anthus trivialis, Field Titling. Falco subbuteo, The Hobby. 
Caprimulgus Europes, Goat Sucker, Falco tinunculus, The Kestrel, or Wild 

Night Garr. Hover. 
Certhia familiaris, Common Creeper. Falco peregrinus, Peregrine Falcon. 
Charadrius hiaticula, Ringed Plover. Fringilla celeb, Chaffinch. 
Charadrius morinella, Dottrel. Fringilla linaria, Rose Linnet. 
Charadrius pluvialis, Green Plover. Fulica atra, Common Coot (Bald). 
Cinclus aquaticus, Dipper, Water Craw. | Gallinula chloropus, Water Hen. 
Circus cyaneus, Hen-harrier. Hirundo rustica, The Swallow. 
Corvus corax, Raven. Hirundo apus, Common Swift. 
Corvus frugilegus, Rook. Hirundo riparia, Sand Martin. 7 
Corvus corniz, Hooded Crow. Hirundo urbica, The Martin. - | 
Corvus corone, Carrion Crow. Lanius excubiter, Cinereous Shrike. 


Corvus monedula, Jackdaw. Lanius collurio, Red-backed Shrike. 
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Lozxia curviostra, Cross Bill. 

Motacilla alba, White NE ters 
Motacilla boarula, Grey Wagtail. 
Motacilla fava, Yellow Yee 
Musicapa atricapiila, Pied Flycatcher. 
Parua ceruleus, Blue Titmouse. 
Phasianus colchicue, Common Pheasant. 
Pica caudata, Common Magpie. 
Py7gita domestica, House Sparrow. 
Rallus aquaticus, Water Rail. 

Rallus (Ortygometra) crex, Corn-crake. 
Saxicola Oenanthe, Stone-chat. 
Sazxicola rubetra, Whin-chat. 

Scolopax Rusticola, Woodcock. 
Scolopax gallinago, Common Snipe. 
Scolopax gallinula, Jack Snipe. 
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Strix otus, Horn Owl. 

Strix brachyotua, Short-horn Owl. 
Striz bubo, Eagle Owl. | 

Strix flammea, Barn Owl. 

Sturnus vulgaris, Common Starling. 
Sylvia rubecula, Robin Red-breast. 
Tetrao Scoticus, Red Grouse. : 
Tetrao (Perdiz) cinerea, Partridge. 
Troglodytes vulgaris, Common Wren. 
Tringa cinerea, Ash-coloured Sand Piper 
Tringa Alpina, Brown Sand Piper. 
Turdus musicus, Common Thrush. 
Turdus Merula, Blackbird. 

Turdus pilaris, Field-fare Thrush. 
Upupa epops, Common Hoopoe. 
Vanellus cristatus, Common Lapwing. 


Water BIrpbs. 


Alca torda, Marrot, or Razor-bill. 

Alca pica, Black-billed Auk. 

Anas boschas, Common Duck. 

Anas acuta, Cracker, Pin-tail. 

Anas crecca, Teal. 

Anas penelope, Widgeon. 

Anser palustris, Grey Goose. 

Anser ferus, Wild Goose. 

Ardea major, Wild Swan. 

Cephus Grylle, Common Scraber. 

Colymbus glacialis, Northern Diver. 

Colymbus arcticus, Black-throated Diver 

Colymbus septentrionalis, Red-throated 
Diver. 

Clangula vulgaris, Golden-eyed Duck. 


-. Clangula glacealis, Long-tailed Duck. 


Fratercula arctica, Coulterneb, Tamie 
Norrie. 

Hematopus ostralegus, Common Oyster- 
catcher. 

Larus canus, Common Gull. 

Larus rissa, Kittiwake. 


Larus riddibundus, Black-headed Gull. 

Larus capistratus, Brown-headed Gull. 

Mergus merganser: Greenheaded Goose- 
ander. 3 

Nyroca ferina, Pochard. 

Nyroca marila, The Scaup. 

Phalacrocorax graculus, Common Shag. 

Phalacrocorax curbo, Common Cormor- 
ant. 

Procelaria glacialis, Fulmar Petrel. 

Procelaria pelagica, Stormy Petrel. 

Somateria molissima, Common Eider. 

Sterna hirundo, Common Tern. 

Sterna minuta, Lesser Tern. 

Stragglers.—These usually appear on 
this coast after boisterous weather, 
and seem, in such circumstances, to 
have been driven from their usual 
course by the fury .of the wind. 

Sula Bassano, Common Gannet. : 

Tadorna vulpanser, Common Sheldrake. 

Uria Troile, Foolish Guillemot. 


Fishes—As Peterhead is one of the most important fishing 


stations on the Aberdeenshire coast, we 
of fishes usually found off the shore :— 


give the following lists 


ACANTHOPTERYGIOUS Fisuzs. I. 


Anarhicas lupus, Wolf-fish. 
Biennius galerita, Crested Blenny. 
Callionymus lyra, Gemmeous Dragonet, 


Gowdie. 
Cottus Scorpius, Sea Scorpion, Father 
Lasher. [Brassy. 
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Crenilabrus tinea, Common W Tasse, — 


Lophius piscatorious, Angler, Wide-gab. 


Mullus surmuletus, Striped Surmullet. 


Mullus cephalus, Common Mullet. 
Scomber vulgaris, Common Mackerel. 
Trigla Lyra, Piper. 

Xiphias gladius, Sword-fish. 


MALACOPTERYGIOUS FisHes. IIT. 


» Clupea harengus, Common Herring. 
Clupea pilchardus, Pilchard, Crue-her- 


ring. | 
Esox lucius, Common Pike, Ged. 


Esox ( Belone) vulgaris, Common Gar, 
Salmo Salar, Common Salmon. 
Salmo trutta, Sea Trout. 

Salmo fario, Common Trout. 
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. Mavacop. Sus-BracuiaTi. ITI, 
Brosmus vuglaris, Common Tusk. Morhua eglefinus, The Haddock. 


Gadus mustelia, Five bearded Gade. Molva vulgaris, Common Ling. 
Hippoglossus vulgaris, Common Holibut. | Molva lota, The Burbot. 
Merlangus vulgaris, Common, Whiting. Pleuronectes maximus, Common Turbot. 


Merlangus poliachius, Pollack, Lythe. Platessa vulgaris, Plaise, Fluke. 
Merlangus carbonarius, Coal-fish, Sethe. | Platessa limanda, Dab, Saltie, or Satie. 


Merlucius vulgaris, Common Hake. Solea vulgaris, Common Sole, 
Morhua vulgaris, Common Cod. Solea varieyata, Clouded, or Marbled 
Sole. 
Ma.acop. APODES AND Brancuir. IV. V. 
Anguilla vulgaris, Common Eel. | Anguilla conger, Conger Eel. 


Ammodytes tobianus, Common Launce, 


CHUNODROPTERYGII. GEN. I. 


Carcharias glaucus, White Shark (rare). , Raia batis, Skate, BlueSkate, Grey Skate. 
Lamna cornubica, Porbeagle (Sinus sela- | Raia clavata, Thorn-back. 


nonus of Ptolemy). Spinax Acanthias, Common Dog-fish. 
Myzxine glutinosa, Glutinous Hag. Squalus maximus, Common Sail-fish. 
Petromyzon marinus, Sea Lamprey. Squalus glaucus, Blue Shark. Linn. Syst. - 
Petromyzon fluviatilis, River Lamprey. I. 401 (common). 


; Herring Fishing. 
The following return has been got from Mr. Sutherland, the 
Fishery officer for the Peterhead district, for 12 years, com- 
-mencing with year 1863 :— 


Estimated value of No. of hands 
Year. engaged. “per Bont. of Crans, e®hYear'sentchat26s, employed, averaging 
1863's (385 95 36,500 £45,622 10 O 2,310 
1864 420 864 36,350 45,387 10 0 2,520 
1865 407 102 22,500 53,125 0 0 2,442 
1866 413 138 57,200 71,500 0 0 2,476 
1867 474 107 51,200 64,000 0 0 2,844 
1868 503 144 72,500 90,626 0 0 3,018 
1869 590 115 68,000 85,000 0 0 3,540 
1870 650 170 110,000 137,500 0 0O 3,900 
1871 630 172 107,000 133,750 0 0 3,780 
1872 705 200 141,500 176,875 0 0 4,230 
1873 780 215 168,000 210,000 0 0 4,680 
1874 746 227 170,000 212,500 0 0 4,476 


The Boddam herring-fishing boats are included in the above, 
as the boats sometimes land their fish there, and sometimes 
at Peterhead. On an average, there are 65 boats belonging to 
Boddam. 

Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of purely agricul- 
tural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 

No, atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £50 £ £1 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
: ~ 24 42 29 24 
And 10 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. — 
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Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Peterhead (extra 


burghal), for the year 1872-73, . : : ; £8,886 17 1 
Do. ansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- | 

lands, . , é ‘ ; ; : ‘ : 2,988 6 11 
Do. Salmon Fishing, . . . . «© «© 141 0 0 
Do. Quarries, . : ’ : , ; ; : ; 243 10 0 
Do. _ Mills, Breweries, Granite Polishing places, Brick and _ 

Tile Works, &c., . ; ‘ ; ; ; ' ‘ 269 0 0 
Do. Boddam Harbour, Lighthouse, and Land, : ; 104 0 0 
Do. Boddam Village, 32 proprietors, : : ‘ ; 274 10 0 
Do. 20 Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, ‘ 597 10 0 
Do. Occupants of Houses and Land under £4 of yearly 

rent, . ‘ . : a ‘ : ; i ; 383 3 6 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, Peterhead Exten- 

sion, : : ; ; f ; : : F 620 0 0 

Total value, ; ‘ : : . £14,507 17 6 
qm 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— : 


William Aiton, Esq. of Boddam. | 
William Alexander, Esq. of Whitehill and Springhill. 
The Representatives of the late James Arbuthnot, of Invernettie. 
The Trustees of the late William Arbuthnot, of Dens. 
David Mitchell, Esq. of Berryhill. 
Mrs. Elspet Brand, of South Cocklaw. 
Alexander Jamieson, Esq. of Forehill. 
Andrew Boyd, Esq. of Eastburn. 
John Brown, Esq. of Howe of Buchan. 
Robert Cheves, Esq. of Gateside. , 
Mrs. Cruickshank, of Cocklaw. 
Mrs. Agnes Finnie, of Coplandhill. 
George Gerrard, Esq. of Hayfield. 
Mrs. Margaret Gordon, of Sandfordhill. 
George Lendrum, Esq. of Stirlingbrae. 
The Trustees of the late Alexander Murray, of Blackhouse. 
The Governors of the Merchant Maiden Hospital, Edinburgh. 
The Trustees of the North of Scotland Bank, Damhead. 
Representatives of the late James Reid, of Alehousehill. 
_ Representatives of the late William Smith, of Newseat and Glen- 
daveny. 
James Skelton, Esq. of Sandford. 
Alexander Walker, Esq. of South Balmoor. 
George Walker, Esq. of North Balmoor. 
Robert Walker, Esq. of Richmond. 
The Trustees of the late George Whyte, of Meethill. 
Alexander Young, Esq. of Mountpleasant. 
John Young, Esq. of Ugiebank. ~~ 
The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 52 proprietors of houses and lands, whose yearly rents or value are 

| under.£100 a-year. 

Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years in. the 
landward part of the parish, aad in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the town the land is let in small lots to the inhabitants 
on leases of eight years. The rotation of cropping varies ac- 
cording to the soil. On some of the larger farms, where the 
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‘soil approaches to clay, the rotation of cropping is the fifth-- 
shift course, and on the lighter soils the sixth and the seventh- 
shift course is followed. In the neighbourhood of the town a 
four-shift course is prescribed ; but, owing to the demand for 
net-ground, that is, ground for drying nets during the herring 
fishing season, the lots are all laid out in grass, and so great is 
the demand that fishcurers usually pay £6 an acre for the use 
of the ground to dry their nets. On Balmoor, Howe of Buchan, 
and Mountpleasant, a good deal of land has been laid out in 
permanent pasture, which is let for the season, and bring high 
rents. : 

Drainage.—Most of land requiring draining in the parish 
- has been drained within the past two 19 years, and a good deal 
of it has been trenched or subsoil ploughed, which has had 
the effect of breaking up the hard incrustation formed in many 
places into a ferruginous pan, by the too often repeated ac- 
tion of the plough over the same ground. 

Farm Houses.— Upon the larger farms the houses are com- 
modious and substantial, the roofs being either slated or tiled ; 
the most of them have thrashing machines attached, which 
are propelled by water or horse power, and one by steam. 

Live Stock—The cattle in the district are chiefly crosses be- 
twixt the shorthorned and the native Buchan breed. Some of 
the dairy cows are crosses between the shorthorn and Shetland 
breed, which are said to be good milkers ; and the same cross are 
good store cattle. The horses are of native breed, and are 
well fitted for the cart and plough. Few sheep or pigs are 
kept. M : 

anufactories. 

There are three mills for manufacturing grain in the parish, 
viz., the Raven’s Craig mill, which is chiefly employed in 

inding oats into patent grit for the London market, the 

our and meal mills at Invernettie, and the meal mill at 
Dens. At Downiehills there is a Brick and Tile work; and 
just within the southern limits of the burgh, the Invernettie 

rick and Tile work has been in operation ae a long period, 
where they manufacture superior articles. A joint stock 
company is now established for the manufacture of whisky 
on the premises, formerly the Invernettie Brewery, beside 
the fishing village of Burnhaven. The Peterhead Granite 
Polishing works . ohn M‘Glashan & Co.) at Millbank have ex- 
tensive premises for polishing granite, the machinery of which 
is propelled by water-power, and at Stirling village, a number 
: of houses have been erected for the accommodation of the 

workmen employed at the polishing works and in the quarries. 
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Quarries. 7 

The granite quarries of Stirling-hill are extensively wrought 
by several ae hates among whom are M‘Donald, Field & Co.; 
J. Wright & Sons, and others. Blocks of large size are raised, 
and as the rock is of excellent quality, it has been used in 
building various public works throughout the country, and, 
when polished, it has a world-wide fame. At Salthouse-head, 
and on the Blackhill, there is a grey granite; but, owing to 
the depth of superincumbent matter, the rock is not now 
worked neither is the darker coloured granite on Cocklaw 
wrought to any extent. 

Mansion Houses. 

On the south division of the parish there are several small 
residences, such as Boddam and Sandford Lodges, Meethill, © 
Whitehill, and Dales Cottage; and, on the north and west, 
there is Balmoor, Mountpleasant, Alehousehill, and the houses 
of Howe of Buchan, Richmond, Hayfield, Berryhill, and of Dens. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Ellon road skirts the south shore for 
a distance of about four miles; the Fraserburgh and Saint 
Fergus road runs northwards for a distance of about two 
miles and 620 yards, and the Buchan turnpike runs westwards 
for three miles, 350 yards. Besides these leading roads, there 
is the old Coplandhill and Glendavenny road, which joins the 
Buchan turnpike at the Cairngall quarries, the Cairntrodlie 
and Kinmundy road; and the Auchtygall road, which leads 
from the Ellon road at the Brick-works, past Dales Cottage, 
Whitehill, and through the Auchtygalls, to the Blackhill, Dens, — 
and Cairncatta. The bridge of Inverugie (which consists 
of two arches) was built under an Act of Parliament in the 
reign of James VII. (1685-88); and near to Inverugie Castle 
is another bridge of three arches, which was erected by sub- ~ 
scription, in 1862, at a cost of £600, chiefly for the convenience 
of St. Fergus, by opening up a direct line of communication 
with the Inverugie Railway Station. . 

There are three Railway Stations in the parish—the Peter- 
head Station, which is on the north side of the town, and half 
a mile from the Town-house. The distance between Aberdeen 
and Peterhead, by road, through Ellon, is only 33 miles, and 
by rail it is 44}- miles. he Inverugie Station is 42} 
miles, and the Newseat Station is 402 miles. From the 
Peterhead Station a tramway, for horse-haulage, is laid to — 
the Harbour by the Roanheads and Port Henry. The length 
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_ of this line to the South Harbour is 1,496 yards, and from it 
tramway lines are laid along the central quay of the north 
_ harbour, and along the west quay of the south. 


Favrs. 


Two annual Fairs are held within the town, one on the 
Tuesday after the 25th of May, and one on the Tuesday after 
the 18th November. Weekly markets are held on Friday. 

THE Town AND BurGH OF PETERHEAD.—The town of Peter- 
head stands on a flat rocky promontory, projecting into the 
German Ocean, in lat. 57° 30’ 15”, and long. 1° 46’ west, and 
forming the most easterly point of land in Scotland. By the 
Reform Act of 1832 the candies of the burgh are the sea 
shore from the mouth of the Ugie to the Brickwork bay, thence 
inland by the Auchtygall road to the junction of the road 
which leads eastward of Dales Cottage, and westward of Clerk- 
- hill, and along said road to the Kinmundy road, thence in a 
straight line to the north gable of the salmon fishing house at 
the mouth of the Ugie, to the point first mentioned. The 
municipal boundary is of much less extent, and does not in- 
clude the fishing village of Buchanhaven. 


VALUATION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY BURGH OF PETERHEAD, 


1872-1873. 
Lands and Heritages. Railways. Total. 
£21,963 5 1 £420 0 0 £22,383 5 1 


POPULATION OF BURGH, 1801 TO 1871. 


1801. 1811. 1821. 1831. 1841, 1851. { 1861. 1871. 
3,264 | 3,556 | 4,783 | 5,512 |... 7,298 | 7,540 | 8,535 


PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY SINCE 1882. 





Voters on Roll, 1832-38. | Voters on Roll, 1868-69. | Voters on Roll, 1872-73. 


100 Ct - 1,018 


The town, which belonged to the Abbey of Deer in 1560, 
consisted only of a small fishing village, and in 1593 it -was 
erected into a burgh of barony, by George, Earl Marischall, 
_ and continued to the the property of the Marischall family 
until the attainder of the last Earl, after the Rebellion of 1715, 
when, as previously stated, it was sold to the York Buildings 
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eompeny. who sold it to the present proprietors, the Gover 
nors of the Merchant Maiden Eosrital of Edinburgh, and Mary 
Erskine, in 1728,* along with the lands of Auchtygall, Collie- 
law, and Clerkhill, and the lands of Torterston, which had been 
erected into a separate barony, under the name of the “ Barony 
of Torterston.” : 

“ By the original charter of 1593, the Earl Marischall esta- 
blished a municipal government in the town, on the oe 
terms: ‘ For gyding and rewiling of the quilk brugh, the sai 
_ Erle and his foresaidis sall elect, nominat, and chuse baillies, 

clerkes, and otheres officeares, necessares and meit for the go- 

vernment of the samin, of the nichbouris and fewares of the 
said brugh, actuall indwellers for the time, within the same, 
the said Erle alwyse and his foresaidis remaining proveist or- 
sd baillie yairof, &c.” This system of municipal government 
continued until the passing of the Parliamentary Burgh Re- 
form Act, in 1882. The municipal government of the town is 
now vested in 12 councillors, who, from their own number, 
choose a provost, three baillies, and a treasurer. There are no 
incorporated trades. In 1820, an Act of Parliament was 
obtained for lighting, paving, and otherwise improving the 
streets, and supplying the town with water. In 1851 there 
were 886 inhabited houses ; in 1861 there were 1,020; and in 
1871 there were 1,207. The rates of police assessments under 
the authority of the General Police and Improvement (Scot- 
land) Act, 1862, were ls. 8d. per £; and 6d. per £ for the main- 
tenance of roads and streets, under the County Roads and 
Bridges Act of 1861. The expense of conveying the water to 
the town from the lands of Auchtygall (a distance of two miles, 
five furlongs), was £3,167 ; but latterly this supply was found 
insufficient for the wants of the place, and works are now in 
progress for bringing into the town an additional supply from 
wells on Cairn Catta, in the parish of Longside. 

Community of Fewars.—* Certain properties and privileges of 
common pasturage, fuel and divot, were granted to the original 
feuars of Peterhead by Earl Marischall, in the charter of erec- 
tion. In 1774, these properties and privileges were confirmed 
by the Governors of the Hospital, who agreed to divide the 
commonties, and they accordingly conveyed those parts of 
them which fell to their feuars, to certain feuars, for them- 
selves, as feuars of the town of Peterhead, and as trustees for 
and in name of the haill other (then) feuars thereof, and of all 
such persons as should at any time thereafter become feuars of 
the said town or lands, and the heirs and successors of all (the 

* Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 369. 
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then) present and future feuars, to be improved and applied as 
a majority of the said feuars, at the time, and from time to 
time, should think fit, for the public good and utility of said 
‘town. In the charters subsequently granted, a share of these 
properties and privileges is conveyed to the individual feuars.” * 

he rental of the feuars’ properties amounted to £260 in 1840, 
and about £360 in 1874. 

Harbours. 


The earliest notice taken of the harbours of Peterhead, 
is in the charter of erection of the town, by George, Earl 
Marischall, in 1593. In that charter the Earl binds himself 
to “ build ane bulwark in the mouth of the haven called Port 
Henry ;” and the town then extended from the Roanheads to 
the Keith Inch, the eastern point of what is now part of the 
town of Peterhead. At this time the Keith Inch was entirely 
separated from the town, the tide flowing from the north to the 
south harbour. “This is now prevented by a mound of earth, 
raised so high as never to be overflowed by the sea; on the 
north side of this are placed the flesh-house, a number of sheds 
for coals, lime, and timber, and a salt manufactory ; on the. 
south side is the warehouse, two small docks or slips for ship- 
building, and the south harbour.”"+ 

Port Henry, now the north harbour, originally consisted of 
“a per constructed of very large stones, on the north-east side, 
without any cement, but which seldom needs repairs; ships 
sometimes enter this harbour, and are laid up for the winter ; 
in general, it is only employed by large boats from the Murray 
Firth, and the fishing and pilot boats of Peterhead. There is 
11 feet depth of water at stream-tides in this harbour. The 
channel is narrow.” { 

It does not appear at what time the south harbour was 
erected ; but it seems not to have been of much importance 
at the beginning of last century; for in 1702, the whole re- 
venue arising from it was only £71 6s., Scots, and it was 
capable of containing et a very few vessels of small size. In 
the year 1705, an Act of the Privy Council of Scotland was 

assed, authorising voluntary contributions for repairing the 
harbours of Peterhead, to be made throughout the three 
Lothians, and all north of the Forth; but in consequence of 
the Earl Marischall being engaged soon after in the Rebellion, 
the harbour continued in the same ruinous state up to the 
time of his forfeiture in 1716. | 
_ * Statistical Account of Peterhead, p. 370. 


+ Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1795, p. 597. 
+ Statistioal Account of Peterhead, 1795, pp. 597, 598. 
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As previously stated, the estate and harbours of Peterhead, 
after Karl Marischall’s attainder, were purchased by the: York | 
Buildings Company ; but this company did nothing to repair 
the harbours. In 1726, the estate and harbours were pur- 
chased by the Merchant Maiden Hospital of Edinburgh, who, 
at that time, found, from the state of repair the harbours had 
fallen into, the revenue amounted only to £12 per annum; and 
only three small vessels belonged to the port. - 

In 1729, an Act of Convention of Royal Burghs was ob- 
tained in favour of Peterhead, for a voluntary contribution 
throughout all the burghs of the country, for repairing these 
harbours. It does not appear what the extent of these contri- 
butions obtained was, but it would appear it was not sufficient 
for the repairs, for, in 1730, the shipmasters of Leith, and mer- 
chants of Edinburgh, gave an attestation of the great public 
utility of these harbours ; and the Town Counci! of Edinburgh 
authorised a collection to be made in all the churches of the 
city and its neighbourhood, which was made accordingly, and 
amounted to £240 14s. 6d. ; and so much anxiety was evinced 
for the repairs of these harbours, that, in February 1740, an 
assembly was held in Edinburgh, in aid of the other collections 
for this purpose.” * 

The following being the annual amount of harbour duties at 
four ditferent periods :— 


In 1741, £20 8s. 4d. 1751, £30. 1761, £50 15s. 1771, £59 10s. 


In 1771, it would appear that the south harbour had again 
fallen into disrepair, and, with the aid of contributions from 
the royal burghs, from the superiors, from private individuals, 
and from money raised upon the security of property belonging 
to the community of feuars, the harbour began to be again re- 
' paired. About this time the plan of the present south harbour 
was obtained from the late Mr. Smeaton, engineer, and the 
building of it, according to his plan, commenced in June, 1773. 
The piers were completed in 1781, and cost £3,256 6s. 10d. ; 
but even after that expenditure, the harbour was only capable 
of containing about 20 sail of small vessels. The rock and 
other stuff continued to be excavated from the interior of the 
harbour, by which means greater accommodation was obtained 
for vessels, and the trade and revenue increased, as will be 
seen from the following statement of the annual revenue from 
1782 to 1807 :— : 

In 1782, £50 5s. 1792, £65. 1802, £122. 1807, £173. 


At the latter period the harbour had been so much enlarged 
* Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 373. 
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‘as to be capable of accommodating from 50 to 60 sail of ves- 
sels ; but even this increase was found inadequate for the trade 
of the place; and the late Mr. John Rennie, engineer, was ap- 
plied to, in 1806, for a plan and estimate for extending the 
south harbour, and for building a new north harbour. An act 
of parliament was obtained for these purposes ; and soon after 
this, about 50,000 tons of rock was removed from the bottom 
of the south harbour, the jetty of the west pier was extended 
40 feet, a quay, extending 300 feet in length, was built upon 
the east ide of the harbour ; an addition of about 200 feet in 
leneth was made to the west pier, which cost about £13,800, in- 
cluding a grant of £3,900, obtained from the Commissioners 
for Highland Roads and Bridges out of the Forfeited Estates’ 
Fund. 

The trade and shipping of the place still continued to in- 
crease; and in 1815 it was found that additional aceommoda- 
tion had again become necessary. Under these circumstances, 
the Governors of the hospital and the trustees again applied to 
the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges, and they 
ordered a survey and estimate to be made by the late Mr. 
Thomas Telford, in 1816, who accordingly gave in a plan and 
estimate of the works, which included the expense of building 
the north harbour, and a graving dock. Telford's plans were 
begun to be carried out in 1818; but, owing to the exposed 
situation of the breakwater or north pier, and its having to sus- 
tain the great force of the sea from the east and north, and, in 
consequence of its being in an unfinished state, it was totally 
destroyed by a tremenduous storm which happened in October, 
1819. Upon being applied to, the Commissioners agreed to 
bear one-half of the expense of rebuilding the pier, which was 
immediately set about, and the north harbour, according to - 
Telford’s plan, was finished, along with the graving dock, in 
September, 1822, at an expense of £24,194 2s, 34d. 

n 1826, Mr. Robert Stevenson, engineer, Edinburgh, was 
called to report on “the unprotected and inefficient state of 
the north harbour, and he gave in two plans for its extension 
and improvement. The extended plan, which included Port 
Hendry, and the cutting of the channel between the two har- 
bours, was to cost £31,510 17s. 0$d., and the modified plan, 
(which excluded Port Hendry) £26,171 7s. 7d. | 

In 1850, the most important improvement of the Peterhead 
harbours was carried out: viz., the opening of a ship channel 
' between the north and south basins, under plans by Messrs. 
» Stevenson of Edinburgh, which has proved of the utmost bene- 

fit to the shipping. The advantage of vessels being able to 


1134 HARBOURS. 


enter the port by the north and leave by the south, or vice 
versa, according to the state of the wind and tide, cannot be 
over-estimated. A draw-bridge over this channel now con- 
nects -the Keith-Inch with the town, and in it are the whale 
oe yards, and other buildings connected with the whale 
fisheries. | 


ESTIMATES FOR THE eae: T OF PETERHEAD HARBOUR, 
847. 


No. I.—Deepening North and South Harbours Four Feet, and forming a com- 
munication between the Two Harbours. | 
Expense of excavating interior of harbours, and communica- 
tion between them—mason work connected with communica- 
tion, swing bridge, taking across water and gas, including coffer 
dams, steam engine, pumping apparatus, and 10 per cent. for 
contingencies, £25,584. 
No. 1I.—Deepening of North and South Harbours Six Feet. 
Expense of excavating, and other items as above mentioned, 
£32,432. | 
No. 1IT.—Estimate of Harbour of Refuge on a large scale, as shewn in dotted 
| lines in Plan No. II. 
Expense of forming an eastern pier 2,085 feet long, and a 
western breakwater 1,600 feet long, as shown in dotted lines, in- 
cluding 10 per cent. for incidents, £420,912. , 


No. [V.—LEstimate of Harbour of Refuge on a smaller scale, as shown in dotted 
lines in Plan No. IT 


Expense of forming an eastern pier 1,373 feet long, and a 
western breakwater 570 feet long, including 10 per cent. for in- 
cidents, £227,905. 

South Harbour.—The heaviest sea is with wind S.S.E. to 
S.S.W. The straight course into the harbour mouth is E.N.E., 
with the wind from 8.8.E. to 8.S.W. (from whence the heaviest 
seas come) the harbour can be easily taken. The worst wind 
for taking the harbour is N.E. to E., but always smooth water _ 
with wind in that direction. 

North Harbour.—The heaviest sea is from N.N.E. to N.E. 
The most difficult wind for making the harbour is W.S.W.; 
but wind from N.N.E, to N.E. (the worst for North Harbour) 
always gives smooth water at South Harbour. The outer 
North Harbour has a great run in N.N.E. gales. | 

Improvements.—The South Harbour is most in want of bein 
deepened over its whole area, and if the Maw Craig Roc 
was removed, the entrance would be improved. The area of 
this harbour is six acres, and the length of quays 380 yards, 
The sewers of the town chiefly run into it. | 

The North Harbour is in want of being deepened all over 
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the same depth as the south. The area of this harbour is about 
11 acres, and the length of quay 740 yards. There is a grav- 
ing dock on the east side of the north harbour 1380 feet long, 
and another on the south side at Bridge Street. 

The South Harbour is quite dry, and the north nearly so at 
low-water spring tides, with 11 fect rise of tide. 

Harbour revenue for the past three years :— 


In 1872, £7,362 138. 2d. 1873, £8,567 7s. 3d. 1874, £9,234 15s. 6d. 


Of the 10 vessels engaged in the whale and seal-fishing trade 
in the latter year, five are screw steamers. 

BoppamM VILLAGE is a rapidly rising, well-kept, clean fishing 
village, in the immediate neighbourhood of the Buchan-ness 
Lighthouse. A good pier has recently been erected at the 
north harbour capable of receiving ships of moderate draught 
of water. Boddam, like Peterhead, has a south and north boat 
harbour, which are only separated from each other by a beach 
of small rounded stones. ‘They stand in the valuation roll at_ 
£50 a-year. Population of the village, 1840, 460; 1861, 550; 
1871, 803. There are three principal fishings, called the 
summer, the winter, and the herring fishing seasons. The 
herring fishery occupies most of the months of July, August, 
and September. From the locality of Boddam, extending into 
the German Ocean, nearly as far as Peterhead, the haddock 
fishing is always within reach of the fishermen, and from the 
great trouble taken in preparing the fish, and in drying and 
smoking them by the fishermen, the Boddam fish obtain a de- 
cided preference in the market. 

BURNHAVEN is the only other village in the parish, not in- 
cluded within the Parliamentary bounds of the burgh It isa 
small fishing place on the north side of the bay of Sandford, 
near the mouth of the burn of Invernettie. Population in 
1861, 280; 1871, 312. The houses are built at the bottom. 
of the sea-braes, nearly on a level with high water mark. It 
has a small harbour, or boat landing place, constructed by 
Mr. Mudie—a former proprietor of Meethill, at an expense of 
about £300. | 
| Public Buildings. 

The Town House, situated in the top of Broad Street, was 
built in 1788. It consists of two floors and a ground area, and 
is surmounted by a handsome granite spire, 125 feet in height, 
in which are a clock and bell, the former said to be of very — 
superior workmanship. | 
The Parish Church, situated between the town and the Kirk- 
town, was built in 1803, and is calculated to accommodate 
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1,800 sitters.* Over the portico rises a very handsome tower, 
lantern, and spire, 118 feet high, in the style of Sir Christopher 
Wren. It is furnished with a bell of good size, and although 
both bells are superior in volume, they are inferior in richness 
to the old Dutch bell, now rarely heard, in the remaining tower 
of the old parish church.¢ | " | 

The Episcopal Church, situated in Merchant Street, was built 
in 1814, and seated for 800. ThestyleisGothic. The windows 
in the apse are deserving of notice for the purity and elegance 
of their tracery. The church has a small sweet organ, built by 
Snetzler, to which a swell of inferior quality has been added. ¢ 

The Free Church, situated in the west corner of St. Peter 
Street, is a large and substantial building in the Tudor style of 
architecture, and is seated for 1,200. . 

The Catholic Chapel, also in St. Peter Street, is a small but 
neat building, in the early English style of arcritecture. 

The other places of public worship belong to the United 
Presbyterians, the Congregationalists, and the Methodists, and 
are neat and commodious buildings. 

There are several Schools in the town—the Parish School, 
the Academy, the Free Church School, the Union Industrial 
Schools, St. Peter’s School, and the Buchanhaven School, with 

several private adventure schools. 
~The New Court House has been erected in Queen Street, 
after designs by Messrs. Peddie & Kinnear, Edinburgh, which 
cost about £2,600 ; and not many years ago a newJ los Lock- 
up House was erected, but it 1s seldom occupied. Within the 

ast two years a Music Hall has been erected in Marischal 

treet, and, besides, there are various public halls for meetings, 
a Mechanics’ Institution, a reading-room, and a billiard-room. 
The town has also a Museum, bequeathed to it, and chiefly 
collected, by the late Adam Arbuthnot, Esq., which contains 
numerous objects of varied interest to the antiquarian, natura- 
list, and geologist, with a valuable and extensive collection of 
coins. The municipal authorities have lately provided a suit- 
able place for the preservation and exhibition of this handsome 
gift to the town, in the new buildings in Queen Street. 

* “ The building of this church gave rise to an important question, viz., 
whether the feuars in the town were obliged to bear a share of the expense 
along with the landward heritors, which was litigated in the Court of Session 
and the House of Peers. It was finally decided that the building of the church 


was @ parochial burden, and that the heritors and feuars were liable in this 
burden, according to their real rents.”—Statistical Account of Peterhead, pp. 
346, 347. 

+ On this bell is the following inscription :—‘‘ Soli Deo Gloria. Michael 
Borgenhays. Me Fecit, 1647. - 
+ Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 54, 


—— 
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The Cross was erected in 1833, and stands in the centre of 
Broad Street, on the occasion of the inhabitants obtaining the 
privilege of voting for a Member of Parliament. It is a Tuscan 
pillar of granite, surmounted by the arms of Earl Marischal, 
the founder of the town. 

In front of the Town’s House stands a handsome bronze 
statue of “ Field Marshal Keith. Born at Inverucgie, 1696 ; 
killed at the battle of Hochkirchen, 14th October, 1758. The 
gift of William Ist, King of Prussia, to the Town of Peterhead, 
23rd August, 1868. Probus vixit fortis obiit.” 


Bank Agencwes, &e. 

In the town there are Agencies of the Aberdeen Town and 
County, and North of Scotland Banks; the Commercial, the 
Union, and the City of Glasgow. There are 18 Insurance 
Agents; and a Joint-Stock Gas Company was established in 


1833 for supplying the town with gas, which they do at a 
moderate rate per 1,000 feet. 


Manufactories. 


On the Kirk-burn, at the south entrance to the town, is 
the woollen manufactory of Messrs. Thomas Smith & Co., who 
employ about 100 people in the manufacture of blankets, 
worsteds, kerseys, and plaidings; and on the opposite side 
of the road are the steam bone and saw-mills belonging to 
Mr. Murray. In Kirk Street are the provision curing works 
of Messrs. Ritchie. In Windmill Street there is the Buchan 
Commercial Company’s establishment, who do a large business 
in grain and artificial manures; and there are several estab- 
lishments for the manufacture of agricultural implements, iron 
founding, and coach-making ; among these, Simpson & Co. are 
famed for sowing-machines, and Mitchell & Co, for carts. 

Ship-building. 

At Port Henry are several ship-building yards, where the 
builders turn out numerous vessels of large tonnage and good 
sailing properties. 

Brickwork. 
The Invernettie brickwork (just within burgh) has been in 


operation for 75 years. The works are supplied from a bed of 
lay about 40 feet in depth, which appears inexhaustible. 


Friendly Societies. 


At present there are six friendly societies belonging to the 
town, some of which are possessed of considerable funds, which 
‘ 3T 
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they divide annually among their annuitants. These are the 
Merchant Society, instituted in 1712; the Trades, instituted in 
1728; the Keith Lodge of Masons, instituted in 1754; the . 
Gardeners’ Society, instituted in 1760; the Weavers’ Society, 
instituted in 1778 ; and the Buchan Farmers’ Society. 


Iiterature. 


There are several libraries connected with the religious con- 

egations in the town; but the principal one is that belong- 
ing to the Reading Society, instituted in 1808. “This Society 
is managed by a committee of its own members, elected an- 
nually, The members pay a yearly subscription of a guinea ; 
and none but members are entitled to the use of the books.” 
The library consists of about 2,000 volumes of standard works, — 
Another library was established in 1836, under the name of the 
“ Peterhead Mechanics’ Library,” and contains several hundred. 
volumes of religious, historical, and scientific works. There 
are three weekly newspapers published in the place. 


Savings Bank. 


A Savings Bank was established in Peterhead in May, 1824; 
and it has been attended with considerable success, and has 
been of great benefit to the working classes. 

There are also several charitable institutions in the town— 
éuch as the Coal Fund, Pauper, Orphan, and Lunatic Fund, 
and the Female Society, which was instituted in 1819, having 
for its object the assistance of deserving females, who do not 
receive regular charity ; but in cases of sickness, this condition 
may be dispensed with. 

Markets. 


"The weekly market is held on Fridays, and is well attended 
by farmers and others, for the sale of grain. It is well supplied 
with fish and other provisions, vegetables, &c. 


Inuns and Alchouses. 


There are upwards of 41 licensed public-houses, and about 
30 licensed to sell spirits, porter and ale, not to be consumed 
on the premises. The inn, a large establishment, stands in 
Broad Place, nearly opposite to the Market Stance. Laing’s 
- Temperance Hotel is off Prince’s Street ; Callaghan’s North- 
Eastern Hotel, which was opened in 1875, in the handsome 
new buildings at the corner of Queen Street, opposite the 
Music Hall, bids fair to eclipse the other two in point of com- 
fort, as it far exceeds them in convenience. | 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT .OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF PETERHEAD, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871. 





‘. Receipts from Assessments, od : ; ; £3,186 6 44 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, ; 31 6 3 
Total receipts, . . . « . £3,217 12 74 
Hependiture. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £2,387 5 4 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ ; ; , 83 9 113 
Medical Relief, . : ‘ ; ; ; 89 3 0 
Management, . : : ‘ ‘ ° : 245 13 34 
Law Expenses, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ; : 4 5 6 
On Buildings, not authorised, . ws 3 ; 19 6 5 
Balance in hand, ‘ Sn MW ‘ 388 9 2} 





£3,217 12 7h 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
: POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN: 1861. 


Died or ceased to 





Relieved during the year. : Casual Poor, 
pebplstion Fo eeu Fatuous 
n . or 
1861. Depend-| &8i8- | nepend-| Other |pepend-| Insane. 
Males, | Females. | Total. site: a ants, Pekeng atts. 


























9,796 95 | 283 | 378 | 312 71 | 69 85 126 | 25 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; with a classification of 
Rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are 10 elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. 


IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the year 1006, at the battle of Panbride, a little below 
Dundee, one Robert, a chieftain among the Chatti, having 
joined Malcolm IL, King of Scotland, and, with his followers, 
was very instrumental in obtaining a victory over the Danes, 
where their King, Camus, was killed by this Robert in single 
combat. Hector Boece tells us Camus was slain in the fight 
by a young man called Keith, who, for his singular valour got 
lands in East Lothian. The Chief of the family of Keith was, 
in.the year 1010, advanced, by Malcolm II., to the hereditary 
dignity of Marischall of Scotland, and got a Barony in East 
Lothian, which he called after his own name, and the island of 
Inch-Keith, in the Firth of Forth, is likewise called after his 
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name. Such, we believe, is the early history of the family of 
Keith, the founder of Peterhead, as narrated in Nisbet’s Genea- 
. logical Memorials of Ancient Families in Scotland. 

Chalmers, again, in his history of the Scoto-Saxon period, 
states that the origin, as derived by the Scottish genealogists, 
is altogether fictitious, and proceeds to state that the first of 
the race who settled in Scotland was Hervie, the son of Warin, 
an adherent of David the First, who witnessed the charter to 
Robert de Brus of Annandale, and obtained from his Sovereign 
the barony of Keith in East Lothian. “ This Hervie,” as nar- 
rated by Sir Andrew Leith Hay, “ held the office of Marischall 
of Scotland under Malcolm IV. and William the Lion, and 
must have died previous to the year 1196, for at that period 
his grandson, Philip, signed charters as Marischall, which office 
he held conjointly with his brother David. Hervie, the son of 
Philip, confirmed to the Monks of Kelso the church of Keith, 
and he died before the year 1250, when his son, John Maris- 
challus de Keith, became possessed both of his estate and 
office. John lived and died under the reign of Alexander III, 
without much distinction, leaving two sons, William and Adam. 
William, for a time, makes no appearance in history. On his 
marriage with Barbara, daughter of Adam de Seton, the an- 
cestor of the Earls of Winton, appears to have infused a new 
spirit into the Keiths. Of their sons, Robert, fought in 1294, 
under John Baliol, and terminated his career, claymore in hand, 
at the battle of Dupplin in 1332. William de Keith became 
the renovator of his family, which he had established at 
Ravenscraig, in the north, and had his situation of Marischal 
confirmed by Robert Bruce. After Edward I. had overpowered 
Baliol, and obtained temporary authority in Scotland, David, 
son of William De Keith presented a petition to the King that 
he might not be displaced from his office of Marischal, which his 
ancestors had long held, and to which he was entitled by 
descent. When David died is uncertain, but in 1296 his son ~ 
Richard was taken prisoner by the English, and conveyed to that 
country. The chief family having opposed the claim of Robert 
the Bruce oe the Scottish war of succession, were, as the 
consequence of his triumph, subjected to forfeiture and ruin, 
but Sir Edward survived the storm, and was very instrumental 
in gaining the battle of Barra, which was the first victory King 
Robert Bruce obtained in 1308. At the Parliament which was 
held at Perth in 1320, the King gave him a considerable share 
of the Earl of Buchan’s estate, which had been forfeited, and 
established the name Keith with distinction in the annals of 
Scottish history.” | : 
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Sir John de Keith, second son of Sir Edward, married Mariot 
Cheyne of Inverugie about the year 1380, and in the reign of 
Robert the Second the Castle of Inverugie- became a chief 
residence of the Marischal family,who were powerful in rank 
and possessions ; they were also distinguished among the nobi- 
lity of Scotland for great ability and generosity of feeling, and 
became, in many instances, benefactors to their country. 
During the reign of James III., William, Earl Marischal, suc- 
ceeded his father in the title and estates of the family. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Alexander, Earl of Huntly. 
Their eldest son, Robert, fought at Flodden, and survived the 
slaughter of that disastrous day. He married Beatrice, daughter 
to Archibald, Earl of Angus, and, dying during the life time of 
his father, left ason who inherited the title, and became a very 
eminent person. He obtained a considerable addition to his 
fortune by marrying the heiress of Sir William Keith of 
Ravenscraig and Inverugie, the successor of Sir John Keith 
and Mariot Cheyne.” “ In the year 1547 he was present at 
the battle of Pinkie, where his eldest son was taken prisoner, 
and sent to Alnwick until ransomed. He married the daughter 
of the seventh Earl of Erroll in 1543, and, dying before his 
father, never inherited the title or estates, which descended to 
his son, George, who married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of 
Lundie of Benholm, by whom he had an only daughter, married 
to John Erskine of Dun. He had, by living extravagantly, 
impaired his fortune, which he resolved to place again in pros- 

erous circumstances, and, with this intent, he determined to 
ive in retirement within his Castle of Dunottar, which he per- 
severingly accomplished, and for upwards of 17 years he 
remained within that fortress, acting as Magistrate, and as 
Heritable Sheriff of Kincardineshire exercised his jurisdiction 
with such soundness of judgment, and equity of purpose, that 
no appeal from that county, or protest of any description, 
reached the Court of Session during the period that he pre- 
sided over the local judicature ; at the same time he placed 
the fortunes of his family in a better position than that of 
any other Scottish subject.” Earl William died very aged in 
the year 1581, and was succeeded by his grandson, George, 
who had travelled much in Germany and Italy, where he 
speedily acquired a perfect knowledge of their language, cus-_ 
toms, and laws. After his return to his native land, he was 
sent as ambassador to Denmark by James VI., to convey the 
Princess Anne, his future Queen, to Scotland. This embassy 
did not add to his wealth, “ and the splendour with which he 
upheld the dignity of his Sovereign and his country became 


1142 CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF PETERHEAD. 


a charge upon his private funds, which the State has never 
recognised nor liquidated.” ar 

“ In 1593 the Earl Marischal was appointed Lieutenant of 
the North. In that year he granted a charter to the town-of 
Peterhead, and also founded that great and lasting monument 
to the memory of himself and family, the Marischal College 
of Aberdeen. Wicissivides, and the qiistars consequent on. 
espousing the losing side in the contests for regal succession, 
have attainted the titles of the great family to which he be- 
longed, and have placed others in possession of their widely 
extended estates; but in the seminary of learning which, as 
long as the country exists, will remain an imperishable record 
of love for literature, and generous anxiety for the diffusion of 
knowledge and the blessings of education.” 

Earl Marischal was appointed Commissioner to the Scottish 
Parliament of 1607, and died at Dunottar Cascle on the 2nd 
April, 1623, in the 70th year of his age. His eldest son, Wil- 
liam, became his successor, while John, his third and youngest, 
for his exertions in saving the regalia of Scotland, was, in 1677, 
created Earl of Kintore. The elder branch of the Keith family 
closed its career of greatness after the memorable struggle of 
1715, but not without retiring with brilliancy. George Keith, 
10th Earl Marischal, the last of the name, was born about 1693. 
His possessions at that time consisted only of the estates of 
Dunottar and Inverugie. He entered the army at an early 
age, and served in the Horse Guards under the command of 
Earl Crawford. On the death of that nobleman in 1718, he 
was appointed to the command of a troop of the Scottish 
Grenadier Guards. He was in command of this troop when 
Queen Anne died, and was ‘strongly urged by his commander 
(Colonel Scott) to call out his men and sates Pre King James, 
but he could not be prevailed upon to do so, saying “ that it 
gare cost them their lives if they failed in the attempt.” -". 

eimbibed his strongJacobite principles from his mother, the 
Lady Mary Drummond, daughter of the fourth Earl of Perth, 
and not caring to conceal them, he became one of the suspected 
_by the Hanoverian Government. He was dismissed by the 
Duke of Argyle, although he signed the proclamation of George 
I.; at the same time bis kinsman, the Earl of Mar, was deprived 
of his office of Secretary of State. Leaving London, and whilst 
passing through York, he met his brother James on his way 
to the metropolis to try to obtain promotion in the army, 
which, from the circumstance, it may be inferred, he had already 
joined, though only 17 years of age. Both brothers returned 
to Scotland, and, along with the Earl of Erroll, were prosent at 
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the gathering of the Clans at Braemar when the Earl of Mar 
erected the standard of rebellion in 1715. They were both at 
Sherritimuir, and, it is said, “ that when retiring towards Perth 
after the battle, Earl Marischal expressed deep regret in not 
having taken Colonel Scott’s advice when Queen Anne died, 
and proclaimed King James at the head of my men.” Macaulay 
thus writes of Earl Marischal and his brother :—“ George 
Keith, Earl Marischal of Scotland, had taken arms for the 
House of Stuart in 1715, and his younger brother, James, then 
only seventeen ycars old, had fought gallantly by his side. 
When all was lost they retired together to the Continent, roved 
from country to country, served under various standards, and 
so bore themselves as to win the respect and good-will of many 
who had no love for the Jacobite cause. Their long wander- 
ings terminated at Potsdam. Nor had Frederick any associates 
who deserved or obtained so large a share of his esteem. They 
were not only accomplished men, but nobles and warriors 
capable of serving him in war and diplomacy, as well as amus- 
ing at supper. Alone of all his companions they appear never 
to have had reason to complain of his demeanour towards them. 
Some of those who knew the palace best, pronounced that 
Lord Marischal was the only human being whom Frederick 
ever really loved.” In April, 1778, he was seized with a fever, 
which, from the first attack, left little chance of recovery, and 
after six weeks of much suttering this illustrious old Earl, the 
last of the Chiefs of the Clan Chatti, breathed his last on the 
25th of May, 1778, in the 85th year of his age. | 

On Christmas day, 1715, a tall, thin, melancholy-looking 
man, who, with a few attendants, landed at Port-Henry from a 
French vessel, which instantly after set sail from the bay. 
This visitor turned out to be no less a personage than the 
rightful Sovereign of the British islands. The Pretender took 
2 his quarters 1n a house at the south end of the Long-gate, 
which belonged to the Earl of Marischal, where he was pri- 
vately visite by the Karl, and other friends, previous to his 
departure for Aberdeen, to join his army at Perth. The author 
of The Annals of Peterhead remarks that the inhabitants 
“ were once, we must allow, firm Jacobites, and, although they 
adhered most religiously to the cause of the Stuarts, it is not 
to be wondered at, when we look back to 1715, when we hear 
of their Superior, George, Earl Marischal, aiding and assisting 
-with men and arms the Chevalier, who landed at Peterhead at 
that time.” The inhabitants being warmly attached to the 
Marischal family, and in general embraced their views, there- 
fore, on this occasion, it need not be wondered that they 
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espoused the cause of the House of Stuart. In an “ Act of 
Counsell, ordering guard to be kept each night,” and captains 
were appointed for each of the four quarters into which % 

town was divided, thus -—“ Follows ane list of the whole in- 
habitants of P. H. D., who are obliged to carry armour, who 1s 
under rexive command of the captains under written, conform 
to the four divisions spec” In this list of “ fensible inhabi- 
tants” we find the names of the following worthy dames, viz. : 
—Janet Dickie, Margaret Greig, Geills Scott, Margaret Dun, 
Elspet Mitchell, Janet Cruickshank, Widow Bodie, Widow 
Brown, Elisa Bruce, and Mrs. Walker. “ We need no stronger 
proof of the enthusiasm with which the fair sex espoused the 
cause of the exiled family, than to find them ranked with those 
who were drawn up nightly, and supplied with ‘ ane sufficient 
gun, charged with powder and bullets, and ffour shots besides, © 
and ane sufficient suord.’” : 3 





III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish church has already been described as standing at 
the entrance to the town. The Manse is, comparatively, a new 
and commodious building. The Glebe and garden consists of 
upwards of 12 acres, and may be worth from £50 to £60. The 
stipend was modified in 1821. It is 18 chalders of victual, 
half meal, half barley, payable at the highest fiars’ prices for 
the County, and £10 for communion elements, which was after- 
wards extended to £20, in consequence of the Sacrament being 
dispensed twice a-year. The other places of religious worship 
have been already noticed. 

School Board.—Burgh of Peterhead. There are nine mem- 
bers upon the Board— Thomas John Bremner, chairman; 
Robert Maitland, clerk and treasurer. There are nine schools . 
under the Board, viz., the parish school, the Academy, the Free 
Church school, the Buchanhaven school, St. Peter’s school, the 
Union schools, and three others. Population in 1871, 8,621. 

_Landward.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
William Alexander, chairman; Robert Maitland, clerk and 
treasurer. There are two schools under the Board—the Bod- | 
ne school, and the Burnhaven school. Population in 1871, 

895. _— 

Church Collections.—The amount of monies arising from 
-church collections during the year ended 14th May, 1871, was 
£78 15s. 54d., of which sum £40 16s. was expended on-¢he 
relief of the poor. 


ANTIQUITIES.—PARISH OF PETERHEAD. 1145 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


On the north side of the den of Boddam, a remarkably barren 
and solitary glen, which runs along the western base of the 
Stirling-hill and the south side of the Saddle-hill, are a num- 
ber of excavations of different sizes, large enough to contain 
from four to eight people. Tradition says these were the 
houses of the Picts, but, considering their inaccessible position, 
they are more likely to have been places of concealment for 
women and children during the incursions of an invading foe. 

Upon the top of the Meet-hill, or the Moat-hill, there was 
a tumulus, which had been allowed to remain for ages un- 
touched, and tradition assigned to it the place where justice 
had been administered. In digging the foundation for the 
- tower, which was erected upon it to commemorate the passing 
of the Reform Bill of 1832, a stone crypt was found, contain- 
ing an urn, rather different in shape from common urns, being 
long and broad, and much in the shape of a bowl or dish. It 
was ornamented around its mouth by a band of circular im- 
pressions, in i ae nearly one-eighth of an inch, and in breadth 
rather larger than a shilling. The human remains found 
were very few, being only a fragment or two of the legs, or 
thigh bones, and part of the lower jaw, with the teeth still 
adhering. 

The Castle of Old-Craig, or Raven’s-Craig, in the barony of 
Tortorston, and the old residence of the Keiths, has been a 
place of very Caen strength. The walls in some places are 11 
teet thick, and there are evident marks of the river having 
been carried round the building. It is said to have belonged 
to the Keiths, one of whom acquired the lands of Inverugie by" 
marrying the heiress. Two small shots of malleable iron was 
dug out near the base of Ravenscraig Castle some years ago, 
and in 1864 a stone axe was found within a short distance of 
the ruin. In the dens of Peterhead, and in the Mill Den, 
which is the principal, there is on the eastern side a mill, of 
which we shall allow Mr. Peter Buchan to give his own de- 
scription -—* There is,” says he, “in this romantic glen a 
curiosity in nature—a meal-mill of great antiquity, supposed 
to be the oldest in Scotland, and which claims the particular 
attention of the antiquary and the man of taste. One of its 
ends, and part of one of its sides, were built at the creation of 
the world, and by the Great Architect of nature, so that its 
antiquity cannot be disputed by the most captious sceptic.” 
The same writer speaks of the den being the haunt of the 
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heron and the wild duck, and mentions the great number of 
foxes which found shelter in the caverns and crevices of these 
“ghastly rocks.” Here, according to tradition, resided the — 
Lady of Raven’s Craig, after the death of her husband, Sir 
Reginald Cheyne ; and, though no vestiges of the house are to 
be found, it still goes under the name of “ The Lady of the 
Craig’s Place.”* “A pewter flagon, of no inelegant shape, 

and capable of holding nearly a Scotch pint, was discovered in 
cutting a deep water course through a peat bog. The metal 
was considerably oxidised. From the form of the flagon, anti- 
quaries suppose it to have been in use about the time of James 
LV. or V. of Scotland.” + 

The old castle of Boddam, formerly the seat of Keith, 
Knight of Ludquharn, stands on a promontory between two 
deep gullies, but it possesses no peculiar interest, either as 
a place of strength or as a specimen of arcl:itecture. The 
foundations of the buildings may yet be traced ; the archway 
of the principal entrance, surmounted by a low gable, and one 
or two arches of smaller dimensions, are entire. 

At the time the charter of erection was granted to the burgh 
of Peterhead, in 1593, it is estimated that there were only 56 
inhabitants. The feuars to whom the charter was granted were 
only 14; the ground feued out, about three acres, The origi- 
nal feuars appear to have been fishers, for each of them was 
permitted to have “ane boat for whyte fishing of the whilks; 
the said Earle and his foresaids shall have the tynd fishing, 
the said Earle and his foresaids giving to the fishers reason- 
able fisher lands and reasonable duty; and sic as happen to 
pass to farr fishings, the said Earle and his foresaids shall have 
sic tynd yrof as the inhabitants of Anstruther pays.” ¢ 

There are several houses yet remaining, which were built 
about the time the charter was granted. Many of these have 
quaint inscriptions over the doors and windows, some of which 
are still legible. One of these, in Port Henry Lane, bears the 
date 1600, and Micah vi. 7, in old characters. On a building 
called “ Lord Mareschall’s House,” of date 1599, there is in- 
scribed “ Feir the Lord ;” and another, formerly in the Long- 

* Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, pp. 68, 69. 

+ Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1840, p. 355. 

+ In 1728, the author of the View of the Diocese of Aberdeen tells us, that . 
‘* here are reckoned about two hundred and fifty families. The people are 
sober and courteous, and one well amongst themselves, which is now become 
a rare character. The ale here is good and strong, and eatables are to be had. 
very cheap.” ‘‘ Considerable quantities of beer were formerly exported, and 
so great was the fame of it, that some of the taverns in Edinburgh exhibited 


on their signs Peterhead Beer and Ale sold here.”-——-Arbuthnott’s Historical 
Account, .p. 25. oO : 
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gate, at the head of the Crooked Wynd, had the inscription 
“SVEAR NOTE,” * an admonition which would not be alto- — 
gether superfluous at the present time. Buchan, in his Annals, 
mentions a house in Wood’s Wynd, bearing the following in- 
scription :— 
‘* Feir the Lord, flie from syn ; 

Mak for Lyf everlastin ; 

No this lyf is but vanity.” 

The report having reached the ears of the Earl that he had 
interfered too much with the Abbey lands of Deer, he caused 
the following inscription to be put up on the old buildings of 
Marischal College ; it read thus :— 

«“ THEY HAIF SAYD: 
QUAT SAYD THAY? 
LAT THEM SAY.” t 

The castle stood on the south side of the Keith-Inch. It 
was built by George, Earl Marischal, in the beginning of the 
17th century, after the model of the palace of the King of 
Denmark. It was pulled down in the early part of the present 
century, and the site converted into boilyards for the Whale 
Fishing Company. 

There were formerly two batteries on the peninsula of the 
Keith-Inch—the Meikle and the Little, the former commanding 
the south, the latter the north bay. Dr. Pratt says, that “upon 
the site of the Meikle Battery formerly stood a small fort, 
mounted with seven brass cannon, taken out of the St. Michael, 
one of the Spanish Armada vessels, which was wrecked in this 
vicinity. Some guns, of small size, which had belonged to the 
same vessel, were mounted upon the Tolbooth green, in 1715, 
on the landing of the Chevalier, for the defence of the interior 
of the town. These, with the guns in the fort, were, soon 
after this event, taken to London—the Government, no doubt, 
thus wishing to mark its appreciation of the encouragement 
of the ‘Pretender’ had here received.” | 

On Blackhouse, or Blockhouse, are the remains of a build- 
ing supposed to have been connected with the Abbey of Deer, 
and a neighbouring well still retains the name of the Abbot's 
Well. Some well dressed stones are to be seen in the adjacent 

* ‘© Qn a public house, called the Canteen, near to the Boat Harbour, was 
cut out a representation of Abraham offering up his son—the hand with a knife 
raised—a ram in the back ground—and a hand and arm, from a cloud above, 


laying hold of the knife. Over the figures was the inscription, ‘ Have faith 
_ in the Lord.’ ”"—Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 53 


+ Ona house which formerly stood at the foot of the Crooked Wynd in Pcterhead, the in- 
scription was thus varied :— : 
‘* They saye—They sayc! 
What saye they ? 
Do you well; and let them sayo, saye,” 
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building. A few coins have been dug out of the ruins, the 
inscriptions on which were entirely obliterated; human bones 
have also been found enclosed in cells built of stones. “It is 
more than probable it was the residence of some monks be- 
longing to the abbey, which had very extensive property 
before the Reformation, and possessed the greater part of this 


parish,” * and if the Abbot occasionally visited the place, the 


well had got the name of the head of the order. 


PARISH OF PITSLIGO. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Kiymotogy. 


THE name of this parish is derived from the Gaelic Pit-sliabh- 
bache, which means “the hill or eminence in the hollow,” in 
contradistinction to Pit-an-druim, which signifies “ the ridge 
of the hollow.” + Previous to 1634 the parish consisted of the 
lands of Pittendrum, or Piteandrum, formerly in Fraserburgh, 
but the greater part belonged to Aberdour, from which it was 
sje by Lord Pitsligo in 1630, about the time he obtained 
his patent of peerage, and while the See of Aberdeen was filled 
by Bishop Forbes of Corse, under whose auspices several of the. 
parishes of Buchan were divided, and new churches built. 


Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded by the Moray Firth on the north, to 
which it has a sea-board of three miles six furlongs; on the 
east by the parish of Fraserburgh ; on the south by the pa- 
rish of Tyrie; and on the west by Aberdour. 


Extent. 


Its greatest breadth, in a direct line from south to north, is 
three miles, and the greatest length, also in a direct line from 
east to west, is 34 miles; the whole area being estimated at 
5,840 acres. | 


* Old Statistical Account of Peterhead, 1795. Vol. xvi., p. 557. — 
+ Pittulie, in Gaelic, Pit-na-huillam, which means ‘‘ the hollow at the 


projection or angle.” 
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Topography. 

The sea shore, from the Fraserburgh boundary to Rosehearty, 
is low, alternating partly between sand and shelving rocks. 
From Rosehearty to the Aberdour boundary, the shore consists . 
of precipitous rocks, full of chasms of great depth, and there are 
very few places where a boat can land on this part of the coast. 
The ridge of Pittendrum lies on the north-east of the parish, 
and the rising ground of Pitsligo is in the centre, over which 
the old Fraserburgh and Banff road leads by the church, and 
divides the parish into two nearly equal parts. The highest 
point of this hill or eminence is about 300 feet above sea level, 
and from this point the land slopes on all sides. The church 
stands a little lower. 


Geology and Soils. 


At Phingask, in the parish of Fraserburgh, but on the bor- 
ders of this parish, limestone rock appears running in a south- 
westerly direction towards the interior of the country, from 
which it may be inferred that the southern parts of this parish 
overlie the same strata. On the north-west division the sand- 
stone of Aberdour appears on the rocky clifis of the sea shore, 
and towards the interior of the parish, clay slate, highly im- 
eee with iron ore, and the upper surface is composed of 

eds of clay and ferruginous sand, sometimes pure, and some- 
times mixed. 

Soils.—“ There is great diversity of soils, viz., clay or loam, 
light black soil and moss ; these are so interspersed that almost 
every farm has a share of each, the light soils being at least in 
the proportion of four to one.” * 


Hydrography. _ 

The parish is bounded on the north by the Moray Firth, 
and by the water of Philorth on tke south, for nearly two 
miles. On the west, with Aberdour, it is bounded by a small 
stream, and all over the parish there are many springs arising 
from the clay slate and gravelly strata, some of which are pure 
water, and others highly impregnated iron. “A little to the 
south of the old castle,” says Patrick Cook, in his description 
of the parish of Pitsligo, 1728, “ is a well of extraordinary fine 
water, and one of the largest springs that’s to.be seen. It is — 
called the Nine Maidens’ Well.” This well is now a tradition. 

“ It’s just under that sod,” said our kindly and aged guide, as 
she conducted us to the spot, pointing to some rdeea ions of a 
recently filled ditch, “and, oh! it was a bonniespring!” From 

* Statistical Account of Pitsligo, 1840, p. 401. : 
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the quantity of water discharged from a drain near the castle, 
a fair idea may be formed of the “bonnie spring ” which caused 
this lament.* | oe 
Arboriculture and Botany. 


_ This parish is very destitute of trees, only eight or ten acres 
are worthy of notice, the rest being in small clumps and hedge- 
rows scattered all over the parish, and exposed to the prevail- 
ing northerly winds, hinh hive a blighting influence on the 
young shoots of the trees. The principal plantation, being in 
one enclosure near the church, consists of ash, alder, elm; and 
other deciduous trees seem to thrive. On the northern slope - 
of the same hill, and exposed to the northern blasts, the old 
gardens of Pitsligo Castle yield some of the finest apples which 
can be reared in the County. 

Botany.—Having given a list of the rare botanical produc- 
tions in the parishes of Aberdour and Fraserburgh, there are 


few worthy of notice here. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the village lands of Rosehearty within the 
burgh boundary, the following list will show the number of 
agricultural holdings, in a classified form, viz. — 

No. at a above No. atandabove No. at er above No. at ane above No. at and above 
£1 x 


0 - 
of yearly rent. and under £100. = and_ under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
13 4 18 11 17 
And three occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Pitsligo, ycar 
1872- S- Ge se ; 


; : : i ‘ £4,757 17 2 
Do. Salmon Fishings in the Sea, 15 0 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, ; ‘ ‘ ‘ : . 7 0 0 
Do. Houses and Lands in the Burgh of Rosehearty, . 1,664 7 O 
Do. Harbour and Quay of Rosehearty, . ; : : 111 0 0 
Do. Houses, &c., in the Village of Sandhaven, a ee 191 12 6- 
Do. Harbour of Sandhaven, . : . : ; : 35 0 9 
Do. Manses, Glebes, School Houses, and Gardens, . : 60 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . ‘ 108 2 0 
Total value, . i ‘ ; ‘ . £6,949 18 8 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— : 
The Rev. Alexander Henry Bridges, of Ardlaw. 


The Representatives of the late Sir John H. S. Forbes, Bart., Pittulie 


and Pittendrum. 
William Dingwall Fordyce, Esq. of Brucklay, Pitsligo, and Rosehearty. 
The Right Honourable Lord Saltoun, Estate of Boghead. 


And 159 Proprietors of Houses and Land under £100 of yearly value. 
* Dr. Pratt's Buchan, Ist edition, pp. 169, 170. 
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_ Farming.—Leases are generally granted for 19 years, and 


the system of cropping that of the fifth, sixth, and seventh- - . 


shift course. The fifth-shift is more generally followed-on the 
smaller possessions, and the sixth aad seventh on the larger 
farms, where the farmers on the sea coast have the advantage 
of getting drift sea-ware, and herring refuse to enable them to 
top dress for their second crop of oats, or barley, after third 
year’s grass. 

Farm.Houses.—On most of the farms the houses are com- 
modious, substantial, and convenient. Most of them have 
corn thrashing-mills attached. Some are propelled by water 
and some by horse-power. - | 

Fences—Almost the whole of this parish is enclosed by 
substantial stone dykes, which are, in a great measure, due to 
the liberal allowance made by some of the proprietors for 
erecting substantial enclosures, and to the abundance of suit- 
able stone materials for the purpose. 

Cattle Stock.—The Buchan breed of cattle has given way to 
shorthorned crosses. The cross bred animals, which have 
been fed alongside the native breed, generally comes one year 
sooner to maturity, therefore, and as the farmer’s object is to 
produce the animal which is soonest ready for the market, the 
cross breeds now are all in favour. 

ROSEHEARTY was erected into a burgh of barony, by Royal 
Charter, dated 18th July, 1681, of which William D. Fordyce, 
Esq. of Brucklay, is superior. 

Population, 1861, 908 ; 1871, 1,206. This increase may be 
ascribed to the more extensive prosecution of the herring fish- 
ing, which is now fairly established here. 

tt has a weekly market on Saturday, with a regular post- 
office and daily runner to Fraserburgh. It has a very good 
harbour for vessels not exceeding 70 tons burthen, which fre- 
quent the port, chiefly in the summer season, attending the 
herring fishing. In 1840 three vessels belonged to the port. 

- The following is a return, from the Fishery Office, of the num- 
ber of boats engaged, average number of crans of herring caught, 
and the total number of crans of fish caught in the years— 


Year. , No. of Boats. Average each Boat. Total No. of crans caught. 
1863 54 124 6,696 

1864 59 79 4,661 

1865 55 Ill 6,100 

1866 53 158 8,374 

1867 60 144 8,643 

1868 69 >79 5,441 

1869 79 - 497 | 6,116 

1870 90 119 10,700 

1871 79 190 15,034, 


1872 95 170 16, 340 


~ 
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Besides the herring fishing, the fish caught at Rosehearty 
- and Sandhaven are cod, ling, haddocks, skate, colesaith, and 
poddlies, part of which are exported to the southern markets 
of Glasgow, London, &. The Superior of Rosehearty charges 
£1 ae man for the privilege of landing fish, gathering bait, &c. 
At Sandhaven the fishermen pay £1 5s. for the same privileges. 
Population of Sandhaven na Pittulie, 1840, about 200, 1871, 
259. Improvements on the harbours of Rosehearty and Sand- 
haven are just now in contemplation. * 


Roads. 


The parish is well accommodated with roads. Along the 
coast there is the Fraserburgh and Rosehearty road, which 
leads through the village of Sandhaven. The old Fraserburgh 
and Banff road leads, from east to west, through the parish by 
the church, and accommodates the central parts, and the 
Boyndlie turnpike runs along the southern boundary for about 
24 miles. The chief road, leading from north to south, is the 
Rosehearty and Strichen road, which passes the church. 


Railways. 
The Fraserburgh Station and terminus of the Formartine 
and Buchan line 1s distant nearly four miles from the church, 


and rather more from the town of Rosehearty ; and the Fraser- 
burgh Station is 47} miles from Aberdeen. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF PITSLIGO, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4ru MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . ; ‘ é . £409 19 0 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ ‘ 26 6 6 
Total receipts, . : ‘ : ‘ ‘ . £486 5 6 - 
Laupenditure, 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . - £377 7 8 
Relief of Casual Poor, . ‘ : : ; 0 6 0 
Medical Relief, . , : ‘ : ‘ . 16 0 0 
Management, . ; : . . : act 63 13 2 
cess of expenditure over income, . .  . - . £21 1 4 
Total expenditure, . ‘ ; ; : . £457 6 10. 
ene 


* We applied for the particulars of these, as well as some other topographical 
information, in the parishes of Aberdour, and in New Deer parish, from parties 
connected, but failed in obtaining anything satisfactory. | 


CIVIL HISTORY.—PARISH OF PITSLIGO. 61153 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved duriug the year. Died or ceased to Casual Poor. 


Population receive relief. 
1861. Depend- Regis- Depend- Other Depend-| Insane. 





1,890 14 36 50 50 4 3 2 2 4 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; with a classification of 
Rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are three elected 
members, or managers, on the Board. | 


Il.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


By THE Rev. WALTER GRrecor, MINISTER OF THE PARISH. 


TRADITIONARY accounts have it that, as early as the 14th cen- 
tury, on the site where Rosehearty now stands, was divided into 
crofts, and some huts were erected a little to the west of the 
oldest part of the present town, and that a party of Danes after- 
wards settled there, and taught the inhabitants the art of fishing. 
Fishing soon became the main occupation of the inhabitants, 
In the course of time the lord of the manor, the Knight of Pit- 
sligo, improved the means of shelter. for the boats and of landing 
the fish. He entered into an agreement with the fishermen to 
provide them with boats, on condition that he received a fifth 
part of all the fish caught by them. A taxman was appointed 
to carry out this arrangement. Every six men received a boat, 
which was to be renewed every five years if necessary, and for 
this boat one fifth of all the fish caught was to be paid. A 
house, called the Stone-house, was built on the west side of the — 
harbour for curing the proprietor’s share of the fish. This 
arrangement lasted for many years. 

The Sea-town grew up to be the New-town in after years, 
About the middle of the 16th century the ground on which it 
now stands, along with a good deal of the adjoining land was 
divided into small crofts, the houses of which were built close 
together. The two villages, or cluster of houses, were érected 
into a burgh and barony in 1681, under Lord Pitsligo. The 
charter is of the date of 18th October, 1684. The seal is a 
Rose and Heart, with the motto Corde et manu. 

When Lord Pitsligo granted a charter he erected Pentel 
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_It.shuts in the side of the square next the sea. The mhabi 
tants have lost their right to it. It is still standing, and i 
used as a cooperage. A large piece of ground on the links, t« 
the east of the town, belongs to the feuars. It is pastured by 
the cows of the feuars, and during the time of the herrin; 
fishing is used for spreading the nets on, and for this use draw: 
a rent of about £30. The inhabitants have the right of cuttin; 
fuel from a moss in the parish called the . It 
now nearly exhausted. On the south side of the square stand: 
a large building called the Lodging House. It was built for < 
Dowager Lady Pitsligo, Over the archway that leads into the 
back court there is a stone bearing the inscription, “ Nunc 
Troia ubi Seges,” and the date 1760. This date is of later origin 
than the building of the house. Not far from this house, on 
the street that leads towards Frascrburgh, stands another old 
house, called the Jam. On a triangular stone, inserted over 
the archway that leads into the court, is the inscription— 

| 4 : 
BC eg ee 

15. . 7. 


TIT.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue parish of Pitsligo was the last erected within the Presby- 
tery of Deer, By an Act of the Scottish Parliament of date 
18th June, 1633, it was disjoined from Aberdour, at the in- 
stance of Alexander Forbes of Pitsligo, and constituted into 
“ a several parochine per se,” to be called in all time coming 
“the paroche and parochine of Pitsligo.” Part of the parish 
of Fraserburgh was added. Alexander Forbes, and his heirs 
and successors, were, by the same Act, vested with the pa- 
tronage. The patronage afterwards reverted to the Crown. _ 

The church was built before the erection of the parish by 
Sir Alexander Forbes, about 1630. An isle, containing the 
seat of the patron, and room for his servants, was added a year 
or two afterwards. The front of the isle is of finely carved 
oak, and its roof is pannelled, and hung with carved pendants 
underneath. The flour of the isle is the burying vault of the 
Forbes family. The church has a beautiful belfry. Tradition 
has it that the carved work of the isle, as well as the stones of 
the belfry, came from Holland. Tradition also says that on 
the arrival of the stones of the belfry Lord Pitsligo was ill, 
and unable to leave his bedroom, and that, so anxious to see 
the belfry, that he caused the stones to be brought into his 
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bedroom and built up in his presence. Before the zepair of _ 
the church, many years ago, the galleries were entered by stone 
stairs from the outside. 

‘The first minister of the parish of Pitsligo was Andrew 
Cant,* a most active and energetic upholder of the Presbyte- 
rian form of church government. He was born in 1584. He 

finished his éducation at King’s College, Aberdeen, and in 1614 
was appointed Professor of Feiaabiey in the same University. 
Soon after he received the cure of the parish of Alford. Be- 
tween the years 1630 and 1633 ho appears as tutor in the 
family of Lord Pitsligo, and in 1633 or 1634 he was inducted — 
to the newly erected parish of Pitsligo. 

_ He was transplanted to Newbottle. “ After not long stay 
at Newbottle, he was, by the Covenanting faction of Aberdeen, 
some years after, thurst upon that town” (1640). He does not 
appear to have become popular in Aberdeen. At the time of 
the Restoration “ he deserted his charge, upon which he was 
soon after formally deposed. He died on the 30th April, 1663, 
in the 79th year of his age, and 49th of his ministry. He was 
interred beside the west wall of St. Nicholas in Aberdeen, 
where his tombstone still remains.” + 

Arthur Forbes (1640—1646), succeeded Andrew Cant in the 
parish of Pitsligo. Arthur Forbes was translated to Inner- 
wick 16th July, 1646, and was succeeded by Duncan Forbes 
(1647—1662). Duncan Forbes was a good Presbyterian, and 
on his refusal to conform on the restoration of Charles IT., he 
was ejected from his living. His successor, Alexander Swan, a 
zealous Episcopalian, was inducted on the 25th day of May, 
1665. Huis tombstone bears the date of his death, 26th August, 
1686. Alexander Swan was succeeded by his son, William 
Swan (1687—1716). On the 17th July, 1716, he was ejected 
by the Presbytery. The following have served in the cure 
since that date :—John Forbes (1717—1719) ; William Mercer 
(1720—1767); Charles Gillan A. & S. (1758—1761) ; David 


* 5° Mr, Andrew Cant, distinguished as a stout Covenanter, and sb ar 
of Prelacy, was the first minister of the parish, and, with violence alike to 
good feeling and fair scholarship, ‘ is described in No. 147 of the Spectator as 
an illiterate minister in the North of Scotland, from whose name arose the 
opprobrious word cant.’”—J. Hooper Dawson's Abridged Statistical Account of 
Scotland, 1853. oe 

+ ‘‘In the west gable of the church of Pitsligo there is a stone with the 
following rather equivocal legend :— 
- UARO SOLUM, 

CAILUM NON.” 
‘¢ Another bears the same sentence, under the following metathesis :— 
| CQ&iLUM 


SOLUM QA=RO.” 
—Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 171. 
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Stephenson (1768—1786); James Grew (1786—1803) ; Alex- 
ander Farquhar (1804—1834) ; Edward Hume (1834-1863) ; | 
and the present incumbent. as 

The stipend was modified in 1869 at 18 chalders, half meal, 
half barley, with £8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. Owing 
to a deficiency of free teind the stipend falls short yearly by 
25 bolls of meal and 25 bolls of barley. It may be stated that 
the estate of Pitsligo was valued in the parish of Tyrie, with- 
out the minister of Pitsligo being cited. The Manse and do- 
mestic offices are valued at £20, and the Glebe and garden at,. 
£12. The schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £10. 
The Free Church Manse and garden are valued at £20; an 
the United Presbyterian Manse at £10. 

The United Presbyterians have had a standing for at least.a 
century in the parish. ‘They built a church in Rosehearty 
about 1791, at a cost of about £140. This cnurch was repaired 
and re-rooffed in 1829 at a cost of nearly £160. A manse was 
built in 1843, which cost £260. The present clergyman, the 
Rev. William Balfour, was inducted in 1835. The Free church 
stands in Rosehearty. It is a plain building, without galleries, 
and is seated for 460. The present clergyman, the Rev. James 
Morgan, was inducted in 1846. | 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
The Rev. William Balfour, U.P., is chairman; J. D. Sharp, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There are two schools under the Board, the 
Pitsligo public school and the Rosehearty public school. The 
average number of scholars for the past year (1874) was about 
354, The Society for the Propogation of Christian Knowledge, 
along with Lord Clinton, maintains a female school at Pittulie, 
which is not under the School Board. It may be mentioned 
that, within the last dozen years, that no fewer than seven 
natives of the parish have devoted themselves to the ministry 
or to teaching, three to medicine, and four are at present at- 
tending College or Grammar School. 

There is a small Public Library in Rosehearty. The Free 
Church and United Presbyterian Church have both Congrega- 
tional Libraries. 

Parochial Registers—The earliest date of the Parochial 
Register is 1676 ; it contains an account of Session matters 
only. From 1720 the entries are more regular. The earlier—~ 
register of births was very irregular, and, until recently, no 
register of marriages or deaths was kept. | 3 

Bequests—It may be stated that numerous donations and — 
legacies have been paid to the Session of Pitsligo, for the 


EMINENT MEN.—PARISH OF PITSLIGO. ° 1157 


behoof of the poor, since the commencement of the present 
century. | 

Church Collections.—These, for the years, amounted to for 
the year ended 14th May, 1871, £26 6s. O4d., of which sum 
£2 10s. 6d. was expended on the relief of the poor. 

Friendly Societves—There are several Friendly Societies in 
the parish, who distribute large sums annually to widows and 
aged members. That of the Forbes Lodge of Masons was in- 
stituted in 1775, pays to sick and superannuated members, 
with widows and orphans, no less than £70 annually. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


AN interesting memoir of the last Lord Pitsligo, by his learned 
and accomplished kinsman, Lord Medwyn, has been published 
in the preface to a small devotional work, written by the 
venerable peer, entitled “ Thoughts concerning Man’s Dutjes 
in this Life, and his Hopes in the World to Come.” ALmx- 
ANDER ForBES, first and last Lord Pitsligo, died at Auchiries, in 
the parish of Rathen, on the 21st of December, 1762, and his son, 
JOHN, Master of Pitsligo, died at the same place on the 30th 
of August, 1781, aged 68. Lord Pitsligo succeeded his father 
in 1691, and took the oaths and his seat in Parliament 24th 
May,1700. He adhered to the Duke of Athole’s protest against 
the Union, December, 1705; and did not attend the Parlia- 
ment in 1706-7, when that treaty was settled. He was engaged 
in the Rebellion in 1715, but no notice was taken of his de- 
fection. He published, in 1734, essays, moral and philosophi- 
cal; joined the Rebellion in 1745, and was attainted by the 
title of Lord Forbes of Pitsligo, on the Ist February, 1750. 
His biographer, Lord Medwyn, says, that “ I never heard this 
gentleman speak an ill word of any man living, but I always 
observed him ready to defend any other person who was ill- 
spoken of in his company. If the person accused were of his 
acquaintance, my Lord Pitsligo would always find something 
good to say of him as a counterpoise. If he were a stranger, 
and quite unknown to him, my Lord would urge in his defence 
the general corruption of manners, and the frailties and infir- 
mities of human nature.” He was beloved and universally 
admired, a polite scholar, and had many other good qualities, 
“ that, I persuade myself, he has not one enemy in the world, 
at least, to this general esteem and affection for his person, his 
preservation must be owing.” 
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V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


| Ir is said in the old Statistical Account of the parish, 1793, _ 


“on the side of the high road from Fraserburgh to Banff, are’ 


some cairns or tumuli, about 60 feet in circumference at the 
base, composed of- round stones, piled up in a conical shape to 
the height of 60 feet. On opening one of them some years 
ago (about 1785), large flag stones were found placed in the 
ground, in the form of a chest or eoffin, and containing ashes 
of burnt bonés. Some arrow heads of flint were also found, 
but no weapons of metal of any kind.” 


The cairns have all disappeared, except what scems to have - 


been the largest. The greater part of it was,a good many 
_ years ago, taken away for the purpose of building park dykes, 
~ and would have all gone to the same purpose had not the pro- 
prietor put a stop to such desecration. The remains of the 
cairn are about five feet high, and are now enclosed by a dyke 
qo,»rotect them. On the farms of Ardlaw and Bodychell was 
a ‘targe moor, called “Cairnmuir,” from the number of cairns 
scattered over it before it was brought under cultivation. <A 
large cairn on it went by the name of Cairn-byke. All the 
cairns have now disappeared. Numbers of flint, arrow, and 
spear heads were found by those who improved the moor. To 
the south-east of the parish, near the high road that leads be- 
tween Banff and Fraserburgh, stood other cairns. The place 
still goes by the name of Cairnsleed. : 

In the parish are the remains of two castles—the Castle of 
Pitsligo and the Castle of Pittulie. The ruins of Pitsligo 
Castle stand rather more than a quarter of a mile to the south 
of Rosehearty. The tower is the oldest part of the. building, 


and was erected in 1424 by the founder of the family, Sir Wil- . 


liam Forbes. He was son of Sir John Forbes of Druminnor, 
and came into possession of Pitsligo, &., in the reign of James 
I, by sug beac the only daughter of Sir William Fraser of 
Philorth. Patrick Cook, in his Description of the Parish of 
Pitsligo, 1723, says :—* To show the simplicity and rudeness of 
these times, the old tower of Pitsligo was built about three 
hundred years ago, eighty foot long, and thirty-six foot broad, 
the walls nine foot thick. It was one hundred and fourteen 
foot high, divided into three stories, of which two are yet 
standing. The whole house consisted of three rooms—the 
lowermost was the kitchen, and is twelve foot high ; the second 
was the. aera! room, and twenty-five foot high; the third, 
which was ta 


en down about twenty years ago, was the > 


> 
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_ sleeping apartment for the whole family, and had in it twenty- 
four beds. Both the lower rooms were vaulted.” | 
__ The other parts of the building are of more recent dates, 
Over the arched gateway leading to the Castle is a stone, with 
the inscription— L 
A P 


° HAC 
CORPUS 
SYDERA 
MENTEM. 
1666. 
Over the gateway that opens into the court of the Castle is 
a stone inscribed with a coat of arms, and bearing the inscrip- 
L 


tion— A 
LP MA 
1663. 
On the west wall of the square tower that containcd the stair- 
case which led to the rooms on the east side of the building, 
is a stone bearing the date 1663. On the south wall of the 
same towcr is another stone, with the following inscription— 


I, (a Crown) R. 
Lion rampant. 
1577. 

The building surrounds an oblong court. The tower stands 
on the south side. On the north-east cornor, on the outside of 
the court, is a circular towcr. On the inside, opposite this 
circular tower, stands a square tower, containing the stair case 
which led to the rooms over the kitchen, which ‘was between 
the two towers. Part of the building is used by the tenant of 
the farm as a dwelling-house for his servants, and the other 
parts of it that can be used are put to various purposes con- 
nected with farming. It is matter of regret that so little 
should have been done by those whose duty it was to do it, to 
keep in preservation and neatness this fine ruin. 

e ruins of the Castle of Pittulie stand about half-a-mile 

to the east of the ruins of Pitsligo Castle, and about three 
uarters of a mile from the sea. It is supposed the Saltoun 

amily built the castle. It was aherwards enlarged by the 
Cumines. It faces the south, with a frontage of about 60 feet 
‘in length. From the corners, at about 12 feet from the ground, 
spring turrets, the corbelled basis of which are still remaining. 
Jn the north angle stands a square tower, with small angular 
-corbelled turrets on the two corners next the sea, pierced by — 
“windows lighting what is known as the “ Laird’s Room.” 
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Various dates are recorded on the walls—1651, 1674, and 1727. 
The Cumines were the last occupants of the castle. It ceased 
to be inhabited about 20 years ago. On the Links, a little to 
the east of Rosehearty, and the north of the castle of Pitsligo, 
on a small knoll, are the foundations of a chapel, and the — 
remains of a churchyard. The whole is now covered with 
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PARISH OF PREMNAY. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE name of this parish is variously spelt. In a description 
of the parish by Mr. Gordon, minister of Alford, 1724, it is spelt 
Premney ; in the Statistical Account of the parish, 1842, 1t is 
stated that in some old registers the name is written Premanal ; 
and in the View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, it is written Prema, 
Premna, Prameth, and Premnay. The word, or name, has no 
Gaelic either in the prefix or in its composition. 


Boundarves. 


The parish is bounded on the north ny the parish of Insch ; 
on the east by Oyne; on the south by Keig; and on the west 


by Leslie. 
Extent. 


The greatest length of it from south to north, is from the _ 
Keig boundary, on the mountain of Benachie, to the water of 
Shevach, at Insch, which is 33 miles in a direct line; and the 
tetera breadth, also in a direct line, from Daies, near to the 

ree Church of Leslie, is 22 miles. The whole area is com- 
puted to be 5,432? acres. 
Topography. 

The mountain of Benachie occupies the south-east corner of 
the parish, and the lower ridges of the Brindy Hill and Edin- 
garroch run westward therefrom. The Oxen Craig on Ben- 
achie being 1,742 feet above sea level, the ridge of the Brindy 
is 826 feet, and the Druid-stone croft on Edingarroch, about 
- $00 feet. On the northern slopes of Benachie, is the hill of 
_ Tillymuck, at the bottem of which runs the Gaudy Water, and 
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_ the lowermost point on it in the parish is near to the old toll 
bar of Daies, which is 400 feet above sea level, and the church 
of Premuay is 440 feet. The bridge over the stream in the 
village of Auchleven is 482 feet, and the Gaudyside road on 
the bounding stream with the parish of Leslie, is 512 feet above 
sea level. The land betwixt the Gaudy and the Shevach is 
hilly, and the tops of the hills are either cultivated or planted. 
The higher hills being those of Newton, Foreside, and the hill 
of Drumrossie, near the Insch Railway Station, which is now 
brought into cultivation. 
| Geology and Soils. 
_ On the division of the parish south of the Gaudy, red or pink 
coloured granite is the prevailing rock, which is much used in 
the district for building purposes ; and on the lower part of 
Tillymuck, opposite Mill of Barns, part of it is to be found in 
a state of decomposition, but it makes excellent gravel for 
building purposes, and for making roads. On the higher knolls, 
between the Gaudy and the Shevach, a coarse kind of clay-slate 
is to be found, which answers well for metalling roads and 
filling drains. About 200 yards west of the church, there is a 
bed of serpentine which can be traced running westwards 
through Leslie, Clatt, and Auchindoir. It is of the more com- 
mon kind, and in its aspect it is homogenous, with a splintery 
fracture, and its colours are dark green, and greenish yellow, 
with little variety. It is associated with the clay-slate strata, 
and intermixed with small veins of limestone, although the 
sulperincumbent masses of gravel, &c., are too great to admit of 
the junctions or contact being thoroughly examined. 
Deposits.—Large deposits of drift gravel and alluvial clay 
exist along the valley of the Gaudy, and on the as Benachie 
there are considerable deposits of moss, from which the inhabi- 
tants of this and the neighbouring parishes derive the greater 
part of their fuel. | 
Soils—Along the base of Tillymuck and western base of 
Benachie, the soil is thin, on a bottom of iron bound gravelly 
clay. On the north side of the Brindy and Edingarroch Hills, 
the soil is clay on a clay subsoil; and on the higher ground, 
north of the Gaudy, the soil generally is light yellow and black 
loam on gravel and clay-slate rock, well suited for growing 
turnips. At Auchleven and Harestone, there are some strong 
clay loams which produce excellent crops of oats and grass. 


Hydrography. | 
The water of Gaudy intersects and bounds the parish fron 
west to east, for a distance of fully four miles, following the 


1162 | FARMS AND FARMING. 


windings of its course, and on the north it is divided from the 
parish of Insch for about a mile by the water of Shevach. With 
these and with various small streams and springs of pure water, 
the parish is well supplied. Both the Gaudy and the Shevach 
are well stored with common burn trout. The water of the 
- Gaudy propels the machinery of the meal mill at Auchleven, 
and of a small woollen manufactory there, and the Shevach 
Water propels the machinery of the mills at Insch. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 

There are few plantations of any extent in the parish. North 
of the Gaudy there are a few clumps or belts of young trees, 
and some old ash trees on Overhall, and the rocky tops of the 
hills on Foreside and Middleton have been recently planted. 
The old thorn hedges on Newton have been totally neglected, 
and are worthless for any purpose. At Lickley-head, which 
stands at the back of Benachie, there are some fine old beech 
trees, and some clumps of young have been recently planted, 
and the old trees cut down, which, in the meantime, has not 
improved the appearance of the place. 


Farms and Farming. 


The following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in the parish, in a classified form, viz. :— 
No. atand above No. at and above No.atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 


5 £20 £10 £5 
of yearly rent, and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
10 20 17 10 29 


And 4 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 
Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Premnay, year 
1 ; ‘ 


-73, . ‘ ; : ‘ ‘ : £3,569 3 8 

Do. Woodlands and Hill Pasture, . ‘ ‘ ; ; 12 0 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, ; ; ; ; ‘ ‘ 63 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4a-year,. . . . $210 0 
Do. * Mills, Manufactories, and Inns, ; ‘ : ‘ 4610 0 
Do. Feu Properties in the Villages of Auchleven and Rothney, 479 2 6 
_Do. Manses, Glebe, School Houses, and Gardens, . : 61 0 0 
Do. Great North of Scotland Railway, . : : ‘ 387 0 0 
Total value, ; ‘ j ‘ . £4,650 6 2 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 sterling, are :— | 


Alexander Niven, proprietor of Netherhall, &c., under the Act. 
Hugh Gordon Lumsden, Esq. of Premnay. | 
Colonel Alexander Sebastian Leith Hay, of Leith-hall. 

William Leslie, Esq. of Drumrossie, | 

Theodore Gordon, Esq. of Overhall. | 

The Great North of Scotland Railway Company. 


And 36 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 
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Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years; and the 
general rotation of cropping is the fifth, but in a few cases the 
‘sixth-shift course is followed. 

- Houses.—On a very few of the larger farms the houses are 
substantial and commodious, and have slated roofs —the 
greater number being only thatched. 

Fences,—There are few substantial or permanent enclosures 
within the parish. A former proprietor of Premnay “ laid out 
a considerable sum in raising earthen fences eee and 
planting thorn hedges; but these having been long neglected, 
are now quite useless as enclosures.” Wooden paling and wire 
fences are now generally erected by the tenants, for enclosing 
the arable land. 

Cattle Stock—These consist of the native breed, crossed with 
shorthorned bulls, but few sheep stock are kept. 


Mansion Houses. 

The old Mansion House of Lickley-head was built in 1609, and 
is partly inhabited by the tenant of the farm. There isa Man- 
sion House on Overhall, which is inhabited also by the tenant 
of the farm, and is in tolerable repair. The Manse is an old 
building; and the Church, which was built in 1792, affords 
accommodation for about 360. 

Roads. 

The principal road is the one which leads along Gaudy- 
side, through Leslie and Clatt. The Brindyhill road, which 
leads from the bridge of Keig to Insch, crosses it in the village 
of Auchleven; and the Insch and Kennethmont road passes 
along the north boundary of the parish by the Insch Railway 
Station, Joining the first maentioned road at the old toll bar of 
Daies. These roads appear to be sufficient for the accommo- 
dation of the district. 

Railways. 

The Insch Station of the Great North of Scotland Railway is 
about 12 miles from the village of Auchleven, and it is 274 
miles from Aberdeen. The Oyne Station, on the same railway, 
is nearly 2} miles from the church of Premnay, and it is 24} 
miles from Aberdeen. 

VILLAGES OF AUCHLEVEN AND Rotunry.—Auchleven con- 
tains a population of about 150 inhabitants, and its chief sup- 
‘port is agriculture. In the village there is a small woollen 
manufactory, a meal mill, two shops, and a good inn. In 
Rothney Village (which is quite a new place) there are some 
good shops, a commodious inn, and -four agricultural com-_ 
panies, who deal in grain, coals, lime, and agricultural manures. 
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It contains a popnaeen of 218, by the census of 1871; and 
- being the chief station for Insch, it has become, since the rail- 
way was opened, a storage for all kinds of agricultural produce, 
and a centre of active industry. | 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
| THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF PREMNAY, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 14rn MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . . «. « «© «© £28217 5 
Do, from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ‘ 35 6 0. 
Total receipts, . . . . . « « £333 3 5 
a 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £258 7 3 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ , te ; 3 16 103 
Medical Relief, . . . , , ; ° 14 5 34 
Management, . . . .« «© «© ¢ 3416 7 
Law Expenses, . , : ; e% te ‘ 10 14 5 
- Expended on Buildings not authorised, . . 110 1 
Balance in hand, ? , : ‘ 10 211 


£333 3 5 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


| Relieved during the year. get ins a Casual Poor. 


Pepueeon Fatuous 
n or 
Regis- Other 
1861. Depend- Depend- Depend-| Insane, 
Males. | Females. | Total. ants: alg ants. = anita: 


IY aeRO S atnnmmmnpeneaieteeamametied 


916 4 25 29 32 8 10 | & 5 2 


























The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 88 and 34; with a classification 
of rates upon tenants and occupants; and there are three 
elected members on the Board. 


Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE remains of St. James Chapel, at Auchleven, is still pointed 
out. Lickley-head is one of the old castellated buildings of the 
early part of the 17th century, but no longer the residence of 
the barons who possessed the adjoining domains, It was built, 
as before stated, in 1629, by Forbes of Leslie, who purchased 
the estate from Patrick Leith of Edingarroch, an ancestor of 
the family of Leith Hall. It was occupied in 1645 by William 


a 
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Forbes, a natural son to John Forbes of Leslie, who, while firing 
a gun, shot off his hand, and which Spalding believes to have 
been a judgment for shooting the laird of Kingcausie at the 
Craibstone.* | | 

In 1692, the Forbeses of Leslie still possessed Lickley-head; 
but in 1701, Walter ay, of Arnbath (Fordyce) purchased the 
property ; and in 1723, Patrick Duff, son to Craigston, became 
the proprietor. .Jt was afterwards sold to Thomas Gordon, who 
again disposed of it to Elizabeth Ogilvy, who married Admiral 
Maitland, by whom it was again sold; and the present pro- 
prietor is Hugh G. Lumsden of Auchindoir. 

The house and estate of Overhall formerly belonged to the 
Leiths ; 1t now belongs to the Gordons. The lands of Barns, 
or Netherhall, belonged to William Leith, who, in 1477, was 
baillie to John, Earl of Mar. Miullof Barns and Netherhall now 
belong to Lumsden of Auchindoir; Edingarroch still remain- 
ing in possession of the Leith Hall family ; and Rothney, which 
belonged to a branch of the Gordons of Lesmoir, now belongs - 
to Leslie of Wartle. 


II.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tse Church, which was built in the Kirktown in 1792 (has 
one gallery, erected by the kirk session), affords sufficient 
accommodation for the parishioners. The Manse, which is an 
old building, is valued at £15; and the Glebe and garden 
at £12. Stipend: money, £95 13s. 63d.; meal, 71 bolls, one 
peck, one lippie; and bear, 14 bolls, one firlot, three pecks, 
three lippies, payable by the fiars’ prices. The teinds are 
avhaueted The schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued 
at £10. The Free Church Manse, offices, and garden, are 
valued at £14. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
William Leslie of Wartle, chairman ; John Gartly, Insch, clerk 


* The story, as narrated by Sir Andrew Leith Hay, is as follows :—‘‘ Alex- 
ander Irvine of Kingcausie, on his route to Aberdeen, was met by William 
Forbes, natural son of John Forbes of Leslie, who happened to be coming out 
of the town, on his way to Banchory, where his father then resided. This 
meeting took place about the Craibstone. Forbes, anxious to gain the reward 
of 5,000 merks, which had been offered by the Estates for the laird of King- 
causie, attempted to arrest him ; the laird, spurning the idea of being the pri- 
soner of a person he considered so much beneath him, refused to surrender, but, 
during the parley, Forbes drew a pistol from his belt, and, before Kingcausie 
could arm himself, shot him dead. Instead of being tried and executed for this 
murder, he was esteemed to have done good service. All that could be aa Oe 
against Kingcausie, was, that accompanied by the young laird of Drum, he 
visited Montrose.” 


.1166 | | EXTENT. 


and treasurer. School Rate, 7d. per £ Bible and Catechism 
taught. There is but onc school in the parish under the supcr- 
vision of the Board, and 60 scholars... Population in 1871, 999. 

Bequests.—The late Thomas Gordon of Premnay left £1,000, 
the interest of which is applied for the support of the poor 1n 
the parish. a: 

Church Collections—These, for the year ended 14th May, 
1871, amounted to £9 11s. 3d., of which sum £1 12s. 3d. was 
applied for the benefit of the poor. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 
On the estate of Edingarroch are the remains of a Druidical 


village ; and in the village of Auchleven there is a round 
hillock of artificial construction, of which there is no tradition. 


PARISH OF RATHEN. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


Tue name of this parish is derived from the Gaelic “ Rath,” 
which means “a round fort,” and Rath, pronounced Ro, means 
“a circle” used to express a halo, thus: “tha roth wan gheal- 
dich,” “there is a halo or circle round the moon.” Rath-an 
(the last word is abhuinn contracted) means, “the fort on the 
river or stream.” 

Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by the parish of Fraser- 
burgh ; on the cast by the German Ocean ; on the south by the 
parishes of ee and Strichen ; and on the west by the de- 
tached portion of Fraserburgh and the parish of Tyrie. 


Extent. 


In a direct line north-east to south-west, from Cairnbulg- 
head to the top of Mormond-hill, it measures 64 miles; and 
its greatest breadth, also in a direct line, from Knowsie to the 
“Mill of Tyrie (south-east to north-west), measures 33 miles. 
The whole area is computed to be 9,789.758 acres. ae 
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Topography. . | 
The lower north-eastern division of the parish is flat, but 
very undulating from the sea shore to Mormond-house and 
Auchiries ; and from these places to the top of Mormond, which 
is 744 feet above sea level, it is hilly, and of this hill, says the 
writer of the old Statistical Account of the parish (1798), “its 
environs, and several patches of moss, are good for nothing 
except affording fyel.” The water of Philorth, which divides 
the parish from Fraserburgh, from the sea to the Doolie burn 
the rise is only about 20 feet; and from this point up to the 
Mill of Tyrie, the stream has but a sluggish flow. The church 
stands 71 feet, and the bridge on the Fraserburgh road over 
the water of Philorth is 45 feet 8 inches. The Trefor Hill is 
54 feet, the Gallow Hill is 138 feet, the hill of Forrest is 184 
feet, and the junction of the Peterhead road with the Aber- 
deen is 163 feet. The top of St. Eddren’s Slack, on the north- 
east face of Mormond, is 600 feet, and the Green Hill is 561 
feet. St. Oyne’s Hill is 103 feet, and Jenny Wright is also 
100 feet above sea level. | 


Geology and Soils. 

The chief geological features of this parish are the limestone 
beds of Auchiries, which have supplied this part of the country 
with an excellent quality of lime for building purposes for 
many years. The low submerged rocks on the sea shore of 
_Cairnbulg and Inverallochie, consist of igneous rocks and 
others of the overlying series, mixed with calcareous spar and 
red hematite. On the boundary with Lonmay, towards Mor- 
mond-house, there 1s an abundance of greenstone and trap 
rock, with felspar, quartz, and other minerals, in their composi- 
tion. Mormond-hill is composed of a huge conglomeratcd mass 
of gravel, sand, and moss, apparently formed ‘by the powerful 
action of currents of water, and of stones scattered over its 
surface, at great distances from fixed rocks of the same 
- mineralogical character. 

Deposits.—Between the mouth of the water of Philorth and 
Cairnbulg-head, and between Inverallochie and St. Combs, the 
sea shore is composed of drift sand, but as the land rises from 
the sea more or less abruptly, these links and sand hills are of 
no great extent. On Mormond there are considerable deposits 
of peat moss, and in some of them on the lower ground, the 
remains of oak trees of great size have been found. 

Soils—Along the water of Philorth at Rathen, there are 
several tracks of excellent alluvial soil. On the higher land by 
_ the church, and westwards by Auchiries, there are several 
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tracks of light loam, and on the higher land, by the church, 
and westward by Middletack, there are some rich loams, others 
are light and sandy. Towards Mormond, the soil is gravelly 
and poor. On the north-east and south lower divisions the 
soils are heavier, and inclined to clay, but on these diyisions 
there is great variety, especially on the former. 

Hydrography. 

The parish has a sea board of two miles, two furlongs, on the 
north-east. On the west it 1s bounded and intersected by the 
water of Philorth, and the Doolie burn, from the sea to the Min of 
Tyrie, a distance of about 5} miles following the stream. The 
burn of Cairn Culter flows from the lands of Techmuiry by - 
Auchiries, falling into the water of Philorth near the “ Lime- 
stone quarries.” There are also several small streams which 
have their sources on the north-eastern face of Mormond, 
falling into the water of Philorth, and sprirgs everywhere 
sufficient for the supply of the district with water. St. Owen’s 
Well is situated near St. Owen’s Hill, about half-a-mile south- 
west of the church, and on the boundary with Lonmay there 
is the Rood Well, of which there is no satisfactory tradition. 
Near the church there are Janet Gordon’s and the Dikers’ 
wells, and on the private grounds of Mormond house there is 
a eri sheet of water, which stands about 152 feet above sea 
level. 

Arboriculture and Botany. | 

In the private grounds, and north of Mormond-house, 
there is a considerable extent of ground covered with wood, 
and the mansion is well sheltered by very thriving timber 
of various kinds. On the eastern slopes of Mormond-hill 
there are some old Scots firs and hardwood trees, said to 
have been planted soon after the 45. On the north-eastern 
division of the parish, from the kirk to the sea, there are few 
trees—the country is bare, and exposed to the northerly winds, _ 
so fatal to the young shoots of trees in this part of the country. 
Along the upper valley of the water of Philorth there are a 
good many thorn hedges dividing fields, which afford valuable 
shelter to this part of the parish. At the house of Auchiries 
there are some old trees, chiefly Scots firs, which rather add 
to the gloomy appearance of this part of the parish. 


Farms and Farming. 
Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of agricultu- 
ral holdings in a classified form, viz. :— —_ 
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_ No, at pare above No. atand above No. at =~ above No. atand above No. at and above 
- 1 . . 


£50 £3 0 Ab 
of vearly rent. and under £100. and under £59. and under £20. and under £10. 
28 ° 15 30 34 34 
And 11 occupants of houses and land under £4 of yearly rent. 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Rathen, for the 


year 1872-73, ‘ ; ‘ ‘ ; : 2 . £8,761 19 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . . . : : 7 : : 133 8 O 
Do. Part of Sandhole Farm and Shooting Ground, . ; 13.0 0 
Do. Salmon Fishings and Kelp Shore, ‘ : , 2t 0 0 
Do. Mills, Shops, Quarries, &.,  . ; , ; ‘ 50 0 0 
Do. Fishermen’s Houses in Cairnbulg, . ‘ ‘ : 115.16 0 
Do. Do. Inverallochy and Charlestown, —. 142 10 0 
Do. Houses and Gardens under £4 of yearly rent, : 39. 3 ~=«S 
Do. Houses and Land under £100 of yearly value, . : 191 5 OU 


Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway—Fraserburgh Ex- 
tension, . , ; ‘ : : : ; 627 0 0 





Total value, ; . “ $a . £10,098 1 8 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 

exceed £100 sterling, are— 

William Campbell, Esq. of Cortiebrae. 

William Fraser Cordiner, Esq. of Cortes, 

John Duthie, Esq. of Cairnbulg. 

Colonel Frederick M‘Kenzie Fraser, of Inverallochy. 

James Wilkinson Gordon, Esq. of Invernorth. 

Alexander Chambers Hunter, of Auchiries, 

Alexander M‘Nab, Esq. of Techmuiry. 

The Trustees of the late Alexander George, Lord Saltoun, Memsie. 

The Right Honourable Lord Saltoun, Rathen and Waughtonhill. 

James Gordon Sheriffs Gordon, Esy. of Knowsie. 

‘The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 8 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming—Leases are usually grauted for 19 years, and the 
rotation of cropping generally the fifth-shift course. On the 
stiff clay lands beans are grown after the lea crop of oats 
or barley; and on the lighter soils, turnips and potatoes are 
grown, | 

Farm-houses.—On the larger farms tlie houses are, in general, 
substantial and commodious; some of them are covered with 
slate, and others with brick tiles, and all have thrashing- 
machines attached, which are propelled either by water or 

. horse power. , 

Fences.—Most of the arable land is enclosed, either by stone 
dyke, ditch and earthen sunk, and hedges. 

_ Improvements.—A great extent of land has been brought 
into cultivation within the past 19 years; and during the 
same period most of the arable requiring the operation has 
been drained, which has had a considerable etfect in bringing 
crops sooner to maturity. ner 

y 
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Cattle Stock—These do not differ materially from those in 
the adjoining parishes, Bes. 

Sea-ware or fuci, is now largely used as'a manure on the 
estates of Cairnbulg and Inverallochy. It is used in various 
‘ways. It is used simply as a top dressing to grass lands, and 
it 1s mixed with moss, earth, and stable-yard dung, and dried 
for litter to cattle, and then applied to the land. Sea-weed 
does not lose any of its powers on being dried ; and the best 
and most powerful kind is the black ware, which has been 
most recently cast ashore, or cut from the rocks. 

Herring refuse from Fraserburgh, and fish dung from the 
fishing villages, is also largely used as manure, throughout the 
parish, by which means much of the land is kept in a high 
state of cultivation. 

Mansion Houses, 

Mormond-house is the principal mansion ir the parish. It 
was built by John, Gordon, Esq. of Cairnbulg, in the earlier 

art of the present century. It is now the residence of Wm. 
¥.Cordiner, Esq., and is a commodious mansion, with an elegant 
portico over the principal entrance. It is situate among 
thriving trees, and tastefully laid out pleasure grounds, with 
an artificial lake covering several acres. At Inverallochy there 
is a cottage and suitable offices, which are occasionally occupied 
by the proprietor, Colonel F. M‘Kenzie Fraser. The old house 
of Auchiries is now unoccupied, and the house of Memsie is 
occupied by the tenant of the manor farm. 

The Manse was built in 1803, but has since been repaired. 
The Manse at Inverallochy, and the Free Church Manse at 
Whitecairns, are small modern erections. a 


i‘ Roads. 

-The principal roads which intersect the parish are the 
Fraserburgh and Strichen road, upon the west, by Memsie ; 
the Fraserburgh and Aberdeen road in the centre, by the’ 
church ; and the old Fraserburgh and Peterhead road crosses 
the parish by Invernorth and the old castle of Cairnbulg. 

Railway. ; 

The Lonmay Railway Station is on the south-east boundary 
of the parish, and 42 miles from Aberdeen. The Rathen Sta- 
tion is about a mile east of the church, and it is 444 miles from 
Aberdeen, and 2? miles from Fraserburgh. : 


Villages. 
The fishing villages of Cairnbulg and Inverallochy, which 
are very contiguous, contained in 1831 a population of 820. 
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By the census of 1861, Cairnbulg contained 427 inhabitants, 
and in 1871, 496. By the census of 1861, Inverallochy con- 
tained 652 inhabitants, and in 1871, 744. The most. of the 
ed in both these places prosecute the white fishing, and 
luring the herring fishing season, they remove to Fraserburgh 
with their families. 

n Fairs. 


_ There are no fairs nor inns in the parish, and but few shops 
‘licensed to sell spirits and ales. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF RATHEN, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rnH MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, . ‘ ; ; gy... ths . £764 0 6f 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ : 42 14 4 
Total receipts, . eh ‘ : ; . £806 14 103 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £666 6 0 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ ; ; : a 2715 7 
Medical Relief, . x ; j , : ; 17 210 
Management, . ; ‘ ; ; ‘ i 74 1 23 
Expended on Buildings not authorised, . : 5 6 6 
Balance in hand, ‘ ; , ; 16 2 


£806 14 104 
ae 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


| Died or ceased to 


Relieved during the year. recéive reliet. Casual Poor. 





Population Fatuous 





or 
pies Depend-| Insane. 


Poor ants. 


S cmneemeegeenenmmmendll etmmadeneementmemmenmemeteeds Casssenesses onan 


1861 | Depend ‘Regis- Depend 
3 epend- : epend- 
Males. | Females.4 Total. anta. beset ante, 
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The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three 
elected members on the Board. | 


I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the account of this parish (1723), published by the Spald- 
ing Club, it is stated that on the Cairnmuir, about half a mile 
north of Memsie, there are three cairns about one. hundred 
_ yards distant from each other. “Each is near a hundred yards 
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in circumference at the basis, and about forty foot in perpen- 
dicular height. There are many little cairns in this muir, 
which seem to be the burial places of common souldiers slain 
there, as the great cairns pies to be the monuments raisit 

upon the chiefs that have there fallen. There is no probable 
tradition about these cairns, nor history that I know of that . 
mentions; but I shall tell you my conjecture, and the reason 
for it. Some years ago I read, either in Hector Bethius, or in 
Dr. Abercromby’s Scots Worthy’s, I have forgot which, that the 
Danes landing upon the Buchan coast, and being by the Scots 
defeat at Cruden, the remains of their army, instend of taking 
ship again, endeavour’d to join a colony of their countrymen, 
who were then settled in Murray. Now, it is probable, their 
march would be this way, because in their distress they would 
not venture to go far from the coast, where they might expect 
some relief from their ships; nor is it likely that the Scots 
would allow them to go farther into the country.” 

Only one of these cairns now remain. It 1s composed of 
small stones, and is now only about 60 feet in diameter, and 
about 15 feet high. The others have been removed, and it is 
to be regretted that nearly all these rude records of the past 
have been so heedlessly destroyed. 

In a south-westerly direction from the cairns, stands the 
house of Memsie, which, according to the author of the View 
of the Diocese of Aberdeen, “was the seat of Fraser of Memsie, — 
one of immediate cadets of Philorth, and of three hundred 
years standing.” “Judging of the style,” says Dr. Pratt, “the . 

resent house must have been built about the middle of the 
ast century. The wainscoating and other peculiarities are in- 
teresting, as specimens of the style of that period.” 

On the north face of Mormond, there is a rocky place called 
“the King’s seat,” and below it a place called Auchirie, in Gaelic 
Auch-righe, or “ the king’s field,” near to which is the old man- 
sion of Auchiries, formerly the property of the Ogilvies— 
cadets of the noble house of Findlater, and the place where the 
last Lord Pitsligo died, 1756. 

There are two old castles in this parish, that: of Inverallochy 
and Cairnbulg. The castle of Inverallocy, a noble and pic- 
turesque ruin, “ has more the appearance of an ecclesiastical 
fabric than a feudal fortress, and inferior in strength to Cairn- 
bulg. It is, on nearer inspection, a bare and desolate ruin, its 
~~ size being its chief feature.” It belonged to the Comyns, 

arls of Buchan, and probably was built by one of that family, . 
as it 1s said that, in the latter end-of the last century, a stone | 
was discovered in the vicinity which had obviously been placed 
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over the entrance to the castle. It bore the sculptured arms 
_ of the Comyns, with the following inscription :— 
*‘T, Jordan Comyn, indwaller here, 
Got lands of Inverallochy for biggin the Abbey Deer.” 

The Castle of Cairnbulg stands on a knoll on the right bank 
of the water of Philorth, about three quarters of a mile from 
the sea. The squage tower of the castle, at the west angle, is 
nearly all that now remains of this once proud baronial strong- 
hold. The centre building, which terminated by a round 
tower, being much more dilapidated. The lands of Cairnbulg 
formed part of the wide domains of the Comyns, Earls of 
Buchan, and were confiscated in 13808, in consequence of the 
rivalry of that great family with the successful Robert the 
Bruce. The last Earl of the name of Comyn died in England 
during the year 1329. | 

King Robert Bruce, however, with a generosity characteristic 
of a chivalrous monarch, bestowed upon John Ross, son to the 
Earl of Ross, who had married a daughter of Comyn, one half 
of his territories, in which were included Cairnbulg. Having 
no family, Ross disponed these lands by charter, dated at In- 
verness in 1316, to his brother Hugh, Earl of Ross, and failing 
him, to Hugh, his second son, and Walter Leslie, who had 
married the eldest daughter. They were severally designated 
af Philorth until the year 1375, when that barony, including 

airnbulg, came into possession of Sir Alexander Fraser of 
Cowie by marriage with the youngest daughter and co-heiress 
of the Earl, and the sister of EKuphemia, Countess of Ross. 
By this marriage Sir Alexander Fraser acquired the valuable | 
estates of Philorth, Pitsligo, Aberdour, and others in the county — 
of Aberdeen.. The Frasers, for two centuries, seem to have 
made Cairnbulg their principal residence, but whether the 
square tower of the castle, the most ancient part of the build- 
ing, was erected by the Comyns, the Rosses, or the Frasers it is 
now impossible to ascertain. The other portions of the castle 
were built by Sir Alexander Fraser, the eleventh laird of that 
family, about the year 1545. His grandson and successor sold 
the lands and castle of Cairnbulg, in 1619, to Andrew Fraser 
of Stoneywood, father to the first Lord Fraser of Muchals 
(Castle Fraser). In 1703, Charles, the last Lord Fraser,* sold 
the estate and castle to Colonel John Buchan ; and, in 1739, it 
became, by purchase, the property of Alexander Aberdein, Esq., 

whose son, in 1775, again sold it to the third Earl of Aberdeen. 
* Spalding mentions the Castle of Cairnbulg twice, and, in both ‘instances, 


in connection with its proprieter, the Lord Fraser of Muchals, a strenuous 
supporter of the Solemn League and Covenant. 
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who, at his death, in 1801, bequeathed it to the late John 
Gordon, Esq. It is now the property, by purchase, of John 
Duthie, Esq. | 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish of Rathen is said to be one ofthe most ancient 
within the County, and at one time contained within its limits 
the greater part of the parish of Strichen, and part of the 
parish of Fraserburgh. The church is dedicated to St. Ether- 
nan,” and it is said that the church and teinds were, at an early 
period, appropriated to the cathedral of the diocese, the in- 
cumbent being the stipendiary of the Dean and Chapter till 
the Reformation. “The church, though old and inadequate, 
as is said, to the population, is far more aaa than many 
a modern building of greater pretensions.’+ The Manse was 
built in 1803, and is valued at £20 a-year, and the Glebe and 
garden, £12. Stipend: money, £100 3s. 94d., including allow- 
ance for communion elements; bear, 39 bolls, 2 firlots ; and 
meal, 44 bolls, 3 pecks, and 4-5ths lippies, payable by the fiars’ 
‘prices of the County. The Manse at Inverallochy is valued at 
£12, and the Free Church Manse at £13. The schoolmaster’s 
house at Rathen is valued at £15, and the side schoolmaster’s 
house at Inverallochy at £7. 

School Board.—There are seven members upon the Board— 
the Rev. John F. M. Cook is chairman; William Watt, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are two schools under the Board. At the 
Rathen school there are 101 scholars, and at Inverallochy 
school 260. Population of the parish in 1871, 2,850. 

Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £30 10s. 94d., and of that sum £12 7s. 5d. 
was expended for the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


THE old mansion-house of Auchiries was the scene of a singular 
episode, which we give from Lord Medwyn’s Biographicul 

etch of Alexander Lord Pitsligo :—* In March, 1756, and, 
of course, long after all apprehension of a search had ceased, 

* “ St. Ethernan also consecrated several churches, and particularly Rethin, 
which was afterwards dedicated to his own memory ; and in that parish there 
is a den, said to have been his hermitage, and to this day called St. Hddren’s 
Slack.” —View of the Diocese of Abereeen. Spalding Club. | 

+ The Rev. Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 149. 7 
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information having been given to the then commanding officer 
at Fraserburgh, that Lord Pitsligo was at that moment in the 
house of Auchiries, it was acted upon with so much prompt-— 
ness and secrecy that the search must have proved successful 
but for a very singular occurrence. Mrs. Sophia Donaldson, a 
lady who lived much with the family,repeatedly dreamt, on that 
aan night, that the house was surrounded by soldiers. 
er mind became so haunted with the idea, that she got out 
of bed, and was walking through the room, in hopes of giving 
a different current to her thoughts before she lay down again, 
when, day beginning to dawn, she accidentally looked out at 
the window as she passed it in traversing the room, and was 
astonished at actually observing the figures of soldiers among 
the trees near the house. So completely had the idea of a 
search being by that time laid asleep, that she supposed they 
had come to steal poultry, Jacobite poultry-yards affording a 
safe object of pillage for the English soldiers in those days. 
Under this impression Mrs. Sophia was proceeding to rouse 
the servants, when her sister, having awaked, and ‘enquired 
what was the matter, and being told of the soldicrs near the 
house, exclaimed, in great alarm, that she feared they wanted 
something more than hens. She begged Mrs. Sophia to look 
out at the window on the other side of the house, when not 
only the soldiers were scen in that direction, but also an officer 
giving instructions by signals, and frequently putting his finger 
upon his lips, as if enjoining silence. There was now no time 
to be lost in raising the family,and all haste that could be 
made was scarcely sufficient to hurry the venerable man from 
his bed into a small recess behind the wainscot of an adjoining 
room, which was concealed by a. bed, in which a lady, Miss 
Gordon of Towie, who was there on a visit, lay, before the sol- 
diers obtained admission. A most minute search took place. 
The room in which Lord Pitsligo was ccncealed did not escape. 
- Miss Gordon’s bed was carefully examined, and she was obliged 
to suffer the rude scrutiny of one of the party, by feeling her 
chin, to ascertain that it was not a man in a lady’s night-dress. 
Before the soldiers had finished their examination, the con- 
finement and anxiety increased Lord Pitsligo’s asthma so 
much, and his breathing became so loud, that it obliged Miss 
Gordon, lying in bed, to counterfeit and continue a violent 
coughing, in order to prevent the breathing behind the wain- 
scot being heard. It may be easily conceived what agony she 
would suffer, lest, by overdoing her part, she should increase 
suspicion, and lead to a discovery. The ruse was fortunately 
successful. On the search through the house being given over, 
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Lord Pitsligo was hastily taken from his confined situation 
and again replaced in bed ; and, as soon as he was able to speak, 


his accustomed kindness of heart made him to say to his servant, . - 


‘ James, go and see that these poor fellows get some breakfast, 
and a drink of warm ale, for this is a cold morning; they are — 
only doing their duty, and cannot bear any ill will!’ en 
the family were felicitating each other on his escape, he 
pleasantly observed, ‘A poor prize had they obtained 1t—an 
old dying man!’ That the friends who lived in the house— 
the hourly witness of his virtues, and the objects of his regard, | 
who saw him escape all the dangers that surrounded him— 
should reckon him the peculiar care of Providence, is not to 
be wondered at; and that the dream which was so opportune, 
as the means of preventing his apprehension and probably of 
saving his life, was supposed, by some of them at least, to be a 
special interposition of Heaven’s protecting shield against his 
enemies, need not excite surprise. This was, accordingly, the 
belief of more than one to their dying hour,” 


.V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


On the estate of Cortes* there are the remains of a Druidical 
temple. It is about 40 feet in diameter, “ with two large stones 
set up at the south point of the circle, one of them about two — 
yards high; which, perhaps, has been a place of worship among 
the Druids in time of paganism.” | 
There are two mounds or forts, one of them is on the north 
of the church, and the other on the south-west, and about 
half-a-mile distant therefrom. They are respectively called 
Trefor, and St. Owen’s, or St. Oyne’s Hill. These mounds have 
every appearance of being artificial. “ They are nearly circu- 
lar, and slope towards the top, forming there an horizontal. 
De somewhat ‘circular also, of about 30 yards in diameter. 
30th are pretty steep all round, except that access to the top 
is tolerably easy on one quarter of each, by means of rising 

ground adjoining. t 
In clearing away the foundation of one of the cairns of 
Memsie “ there was discovered an urn of peculiar shape, con- 
taining calcined bones. There were also found several human 
* Cortes, in Gaelic Coire-de, which means ‘‘ the ravine of the god,” or, it 


may be Coire-deas, which means ‘‘ the south ravine.” 
| : ‘** Description of the parish of Rathen, 1723, in the Collections on the 
Shires of Aberdeen and Banff.”— Se Club. 

+ There is no doubt but the name of the parich is derived from one or other, 
or both, of these forts, : 
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-“gculls, and a short sword withan iron handle. The latter, with 
the urn, were presented to the Society of Antiquaries at Edin- 
burgh by the late Mr. Gordon of Cairnbulg. The foundation 
of one of these cairns exhibits a large mass of vitrified matter, 
resembling what is found in vitrified forts.” 

“On a rising ground, east of the church, there have been 
found at various times urns of different sizes, containing cal- 
cined bones. In ohe of these, a large boar’s tusk was discovered, 
about 12 years ago, which is now in the Museum of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh.”—(Statistical Account, 1840). | 

“ Inverallochie (Castle) appears to be inferior in strength to 
Cairnbulg. No date is seen about eitlier of them. Till of late 
a stone above the entry to Inverallochy bore, with the Cumine’s 
arms, the following inscription :—‘ I, Jordan chiar get this 
house and land for bigging the Abbey of Deer.’ ”—(Old Statis- 
tical Account). 


PARISH OF RAYNE. 





PRESBYTERY OF GARIOCH—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN, 





Etymology. 

THE name of this parish was sometimes written Raine, 
in records of the 17th century, but more frequently Rain, 
and Rayn. The author of the Statistical Account of the 
arish (1840) states that the name “was probably derived 
rom a Gaelic word of similar sound, Raon, signifying a field of 
good ground—a term sufficiently appropriate to this parish,” 
if true, and very curious certainly had it been true. We have 
no such words in the Gaelic language as Ra-on. We have 
Reidh-abhuinn, meaning “the smooth-running stream,” and 
contracted Rea-an, is manifestly the true origin of the name ; 
and any one acquainted with Old Rain, with the Ury running 
smoothly by, will acknowledge its correctness. 


| | Boundarves. | 
The parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of Auch- 


- terless and Fyvie; on the east by Daviot and Chapel of 


Garioch ; on the south by Oyne; and on the west by Cul- 
salmond. | 
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Extent. | 


Its greatest length in a direct line, from the Ury at Strath- 


horn, to the burn of Rothie at Blackford, is five miles; and its: 


greatest breadth, also in a direct line, from the Drum of Cartle _ 


to the west of Freefield House, is four miles> The whole area 
_ 1s computed to be 7,890? acres. 


Topography. 7 


The hill of Rothmaise, the highest land in the parish, is 854 — 


feet above sea level; the crossing of the Forgue with the 
Sheclagreen road at the Drum of Cartle, is 420 feet ; and the 
church of Rayne is 491 feet. With the exception of the hill of 
Rothmaise, which is on the north boundary of the parish, the 
whole surface presents a pleasant undulating surface, with 


gentle acclivities, and a large tract of flat moss lying along the - 


Old Meldrum and Sheelagreen road, from the east boundary 
with Daviot, to the west with Culsalmond, and north of the 
house of Wartle. ; 

Geology and Soils. 


The prevailing rocks are greenstone, or whinstone, composed 
of felspar and hornblende in various proportions ; and the rock 
is found in detached blocks near the surface, and sometimes in 
large continuous masses under ground. In some places it 
passes into claystone, with a schistose tendency on exposure. 
Quartz is rare in the composition of this rock, and mica is 
altogether awanting. It is usually split up and used for build- 
ing purposes, and is found very durable, there being no granite 
nearer than Benachic, which is three miles from Old Rain, and 
from the west boundary of the parish. A few years ago, in 
digging a well on the higher part of Rothmaise, the workmen 
came upon beds of white quartz, so distributed among chloritic 
or talcose lamins, as to have a slaty structure, and when the 


quartz disappeared, there was found an unctuous and almost __ 


erfect chlorite slate. The nature of the country, however, 
etween this hill and the slate quarries of Tillymorgan, in Cul- 
salmond on the west, prevents us from saying that the bed 
has any connection with the slate strata, or with the Fyvie slate 
rocks on the north. 7 , 
Deposits—The chief alluvial deposit is that of peat moss. 
It is about three miles in length, varying in breadth, and it 
covered, at one time, about 500 acres, though that area now is 
considerably circumscribed. “The chief remains now found 
in the moss are pieces of hazel, birch, oak, &c., which indicate 
that this tract had once been covered with natural wood, and 
trees of goodly size.” * 


* Statistical Account of Rayne, 1840. 
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Soils—The soil along the Ury, by old Rayne, the Kirk- 
town, Meikle Wartle, and on Rohini is good yellow loam 
on clay, mixed with gravel, and bears excellent crops. On 
part of the south and north divisions, it is of the same descrip- 
tion, but being upon a rotten rocky bottom, it does not bear 
such valuable crops, and in the vicinity of the mosses the soil 
is generally of a poorer quality. 


Hydrography. 


The Ury bounds the parish on the south-west for about two 
miles, and a small stream which rises above Freefield, drains 
the north-western parts. The south and castern portion is 
drained by the small stream which flows by the house of 
Wartle to the Ury at Pitcaple. The northern portion is 
drained by the burn of Rothmaise, which falls by Rothie into 
the Ythan, and has its source on the north side of Tilly- 
morgan. Springs of pure water are not very abundant; and 
the water in the pump wells is, in most cases, tinged with iron 
ore. : 

Arboriculture and Botany. 


On the estates of Freefield and Rothmaise, there are some 
outlying clumps of Scots firs and larch, which do not appear 
to be ina very thriving state. In the private grounds of Free- 
field there are some well grown ash, beech, and larch trees, 
with some Spanish chestnut trees of considerable beauty. At 
the mansion house of Wartle, there are some fine old ash and 
plane trees on the lawn, which is surrounded by a considerable 
extent of young and very thriving plantations; and towards 
the moss of Wartle there are a great: many spruce firs, which have 
a thriving appearance. On the hill of Lewisk there is a small 
plantation of Scots firs; and generally at farmyards all over 
the parish, there are rows of ash and plane trees around the 
gardens, but otherwise the parish is bare. There are no rare 
species of wild plants found in this locality. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of propriec- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of holdings 
in a classified form, viz. :-— 

No. at and above No. at and above No.atandabove No.atand above No. at and above 
of Peay Fea and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
23 - 30 30 44 29 
And 14 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
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Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Rayne, year : 
so 1872-73, ” e e e ‘ e r) ® e e £7,267 15 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 7 

lands, . . ; ‘ ; ‘ : . : ‘ 807 19 
Do. Mosssoldfor Fuel, . . . « -« «© + 300 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, .  . 56 18 
Do. Mills, Shops, &., . . ao ‘ ; : 46 12 
Do. Small properties under £100 of yearly value, . . 70 6 
Do. Turriff and Banff Railway, ‘ : ; ; 314 0 


Soooono 





Total value, . . . « « «£8,863 9 10 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and | 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


John Paton Watson, Esq. of Blackford. 

Alexander Leith, Esq. of Freefield. 

Alexander Morison Gordon. Esq. of Newton. 

Sir James Dalrymple Horn Elphinstone, Bart., M.P., of Logie- 
Elphinstone. 

William Leslie, Esq. of Wartle and Rothmaise. 

Arthur Forbes Gordon, Esq. of Rayne. 

Alexander Nicol, Esq. of Auchintarf. 

The Turriff and Banff Railway Company. 


And 4 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 

Farming.—lWeases are usually granted for 19 years; and 
the rotation of cropping that of the fifth and sixth-shift 
courses ; the sixth being considered the best for keeping the 
land clean, and on the heavier soils producing the most 
luxuriant crops; the fifth shift being better adapted to the 
lighter soils, and to those which do not improve by carrying a 
third years’ grass crop. 

Farm Houses.—The houses upon the larger farms are 
generally substantial and commodious buildings, with slated — 
roofs; those upon the smaller farms and crofts have thatched 
roofs. Most of them have corn-thrashing mills attached, but 
the greater number are propelled by horse-power. 

Fences.—Very little of the land in the parish is substantially 
enclosed, either with hedges or stone dykes, from the difficulty. 
of procuring suitable stones, and of watering the fields suffi- 
ciently for cattle, which is a great drawback on the permanent 
enclosing of land. 

Cattle Stock.—These consist of the native breed, both horned 
and polled, or “ bald,” crossed with shorthorns, which greatly 
improve the size and weight of the animal when fed; besides, 
cross-bred cattle generally becomes fit for the butcher one year 
sooner. 7 

Sheep Stock.— There being no extent of hill pastures or per- 
manent grazing ground in the parish, few sheep are kept. | 
Horses are of the usual kind bred in the district, hardy and 


active, and well suited for their work. 
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Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Freefield was built about the middle 
of the last century. It is a plain structure, but commodious, 
and kept in habitable order. The Mansion House of Roth- 
maise has been for many years let along with the farm. The 
_ Mansion House of Wartle was rebuilt about 30 years ago by 

the present proprigtor. It is a handsome residence, in the 
Elizabethan style of architecture, surrounded with extensive 
and well laid out grounds, and a large home farm. 

The Manse was built in 1751, and was repaired and enlarged 
in 1826. It stands near to the church, which is centrically 
situated for the parishioners. 

Rouds. 


The parish is fairly accommodated with roads. The Old 
Meldrum and Sheelagreen road runs through the north divi- 
sion of the — for about three miles ; and the Inverurie and 
Forgue road intersects it for a short distance at Drum of Cartle. 
Cross roads lead from Pitcaple to Meikle Wartle, and from 
Pitmachie towards Freetield and Tocherford on the north, — 

The Wartle Station, on the Turriff and Bantf Railway, is on 
the boundary of the parish with Chapel of Garioch ; and it is . 
a little over a mile from the church, and 3} miles from the In- 
veramsay junction, on the Great North Railway, which is 204 
miles from Aberdeen. 

Villages. 


In the village of Old Rain, the population, by the census of 
1871, amounted to 146; and that of Meikle Wartle, to 123. 


Markets or Fairs. 


Markets are held at Wartle for the sale of cattle and horses, 
on the Thursday before the 26th May, and on the Thursday 
before the 22nd November.. Lawrence fair of Old Rain, a con- 
siderable market for the sale of catile, is held yearly, on the 
Wednesday after the first Tuesday in August, O. 8S. 


Alehouses. 


There are three houses in the parish licensed to sell spirits 
and ales on the premises. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF RAYNE, DURING THE 

’ YEAR ENDED 1l4tru MAY, 1871. 

Receipts from Voluntary Contributions, oe £178 12 8 

Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, , ‘ 14:13 6 


Total receipts, ® ° ® e ° e £193 6 1 
LS hrc me sera Ta 
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| Eapenditure. | 
* Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, : £154 4 14 
Relief of Casual Poor, . , 4 : ; 1115 6 
Medical Relief, - Me ; ‘ . ‘ 6 17 11 
Management, . . ‘ ; ; : ; 1517 4 
Law Expenses, : : , ; . : 05 1 
Balance in hand, a. 4% ; : 4 6 14 





_£193 6 1 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to | 


Relieved during the year. ie : Casual Poor. 

Population g they receive relief. Ratuoua 
in a eo eo ee ee aera, s Gere ef oe or 
1861. Depend-| Bess |Depend-| Other |pepend-| Insane. 

| Males, | Females. | Total. ante. Le ant. cus Sita: 
1514 | 4] 18 | 22 | 29 4 7 7 6 0 


This is an unassessed parish. 


IY.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE parish has for tutelar Saint Andrew, the Apostle, and 
there was a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary at Rothmaise. 
“ On a small rising-ground in the middle of this village (Old 
Rain), and which was surrounded by a moat, there was once a 
house of residence for the Bishop of Aberdeen, who, upon the 
union of the Episcopal Sees of Mortlach and Aberdeen, in 
1137, received from King David, in grant to himself and suc- 
cessors, the lands of Old Aberdeen, Sclattie, Clatt, Kildrummie, 
Daviot, and Raine, by which the See was greatly enriched. 
It is recorded that Alexander Kinninmond, who was made. 
Bishop of Aberdeen in 1329, and founded the nave of Saint 
Machar’s Cathedral in 1370, passed the winter in Mortlach, the 
spring in Aberdeen, and the summer and harvest at Fetternear 
and Raine, that he might the more commodiously discharge | 
his office in every part of his diocese ; and he it probably was 
that built the residence referred to.* The foundation was 
discernible in the last century, but has since been effaced, and 
the ground brought under tillage. _ 

“ Here,” in the village of Old Rain, “ also is a market cross, 
consisting of an upright pillar of hewn granite, raised on a 
pedestal of circular steps, and measuring nearly 12 feet from 

* Statistical Account of Rayne, 1840. 
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the ground to the top. About the middle of this pillar is an 
iron staple, with links, the remains of the jougs, in which 
offenders were wont to be exposed to public shame ;* and half 
_ of the iron collar which clasped the neck of the delinquent re- 
mained attached to the chain till about 1790, but is now gone. 
This cross is said to have been erected by John Horn, proprietor 
of Westhall, who, as superior of Old Rain, was empowered by 
charter to constitite it a burgh of barony, with regular 
markets} and baillie courts, which last were held accordingly 
in the 18th century. a 


ITI.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE church was built in 1789. It was built at first to contain 
about 500, but with the addition of galleries the sittings have 
been augmented to hold 700. Three of the galleries were 
erected by the curators of the poor, and are let for their benefit, 
and yield above £14 yearly to the poors’ funds, besides afford- 
ing some free sittings to those who require them. The Manse 
and domestic offices are valued at £20 a-year, and the Glebe 
and garden at £12. The stipend was last augmented in 1823, 
when the heritors surrendered the whole teinds, amounting to 
£167 11s. 8d.; meal, 65 bolls, 3 pecks, 24 lippies ; bear, 12 
bolls, 3 pecks, 0 4-5th lippies, payable at the highest fiars’ 
prices of the County. The schoolmaster’s house and garden 
(Rayne) are valued at £10. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
William Leslie of Wartle is chairman ; Alexander Diack, Mas- 
trick, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 44d. per £. Bible 
and Catechism taught. There are three schools in the parish 
under the supervision of the Board. The Rayne school, with 
60 scholars ; the Meikle Wartle school, with 80; and the Old. 
Rain female school has 90 scholars. Population of the parish, 
1871, 1,409. 

Parochial Registers—The Session records commence in 
1672, and comprise accounts of the poor’s funds, church disci- 

line, and register of births and marriages, but none of deaths. 
The baptismal record has been regularly kept since 1820, but 
not so previously. 

* Description of the Country of the Garioch in the Edinburgh Magazine 
for 1760, p. 533. 

+ ** To the east (west) of the church a mile lies a large country town called 
Old Rain, where stands vearly one of the greatest cf all the ndtthern mercats, 


called Lawrence Fair ; which, on. the day of selling the cattle, will be about a 
mile in length.” —Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections, M.S. 2 | 
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IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


JOHN Barbour, the first historical poet of Scotland, was par- 
son of Rayne, archdeacon of Aberdeen, and holder, in 1373, of 
offices of trust in the royal household and exchequer. To him 
we are indebted, in his epic poem, for what we know of King 
Robert Bruce’s doings at Inverurie and the battle of Barra in 
1308. He died in the year 1396. ” 

_ One native may be mentioned on account of the eminence he 
obtained abroad, viz., WILLIAM LESLIE, second son to William, 
the fifth laird of Wartle, in this parish. He was born in 1657, 
and having completed his studies at one of the Universities in 
Aberdeen, became schoolmaster of Chapel of Garioch for some 
years ; but, being there persuaded by Count Leslie, a member 
of the Balquhain family, to embrace the Romish faith, he went 
to Rome with the Count in 1684; and there became so noted 
for his learning and piety, that, at the age of 33, he was chosen 
to be Professor of Theology in the College of Padua, and was 
afterwards made Bishop of Laybach, in Carniola, and a Prince 
of the German Empire, which honour, along with others, he 
retained through life. He died at his See in 1727. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


Axsovut 400 yards to the east of the village of Old Rain, is a 

Druidical circle, and on the east side of the hill of Rothmaise 
there is another; and on the top of the hill are two large 
stones, not far apart, called the Crighton Stone and the Fede- 
rate Stone, which are probably in commemorative of some feud 
or fatal encounter betwixt the Crichtons of Frendraught and 
the Crawfords of Federate, in New Deer. On the moor of 
Rayne, there is a small cairn called Tillyduffs Cairn, where 
Tillyduff, laird of Mains of Wartle, was killed by a neighbour- 
ing landowner, Leslie of Wartle. It is now a small green 
mound, and does not appear to have been opened. A large 
cairn on the summit of the hill of Rothmaise, is called the 
Black Cairn, but of which there is no tradition. About 1790, 
it was partially opened by the then Ld Sat when a stone 
coffin was found, and a key of rude workmanship. At Free- 
field there is an artificial grassy mound, about 60 yards in cir- 
cuinference, and 18 feet in height, probably a signal station on 
the great Roman road, which passed through this parish, lead- — 
ing from the encampment in Peter Culter, on the Dee, to the — 
camp of Glenmillan, on the Ythan. | 
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_ In the south-east part of the parish there is a conical hill 
called the “ Law,” now called Lewisk, where, according to tra- 
dition, trials were held, and doom pronounced, and perhaps — 
summarily executed. About a mile west from the Law was a 
well, called “ St. Lawrance Well;” and near to the church is a 
large flat-headed rock, called the “ Bowman Stone,” where, in 
former times, archers may have met to practise with the bow. 
Half a mile east of the church is a rising ground named “ St. 
Andrew’s Hill,” which may have been named after the patrou 
saint of the parish ; and a mile eastward from that, is a round 
knoll on the lands of Meikle Wartle, called the Earl of Mar’s 
Ree or Reive, of which we have no tradition. | 


| eemeennamneng ite 


PARISH OF RHYNIE AND ESSIE. 





PRESBYTERY OF STRATHBOGIE—SYNOD OF MORAY. 





_ Btymotogy. 
THE origin of the name Rhynie cannot be ascertained. Essie 
is derived from Has and Husa, which means “a waterfall.” 
The church of Essie was discontinucd as a place of worship 
about 1760, when it became ruinous, and since that time the 
aoe has gone under the name of Rhynie and Essie, and it 
orms the south-west extremity of the lordship and valley of 
Strathbogie. | 
Boundaries. 

The parish is bounded on the north by the parish of Gartly, 
on the east by the parish of Kennethmont and a small portion 
of Clatt ; on the south by Auchindoir and Kearn ; and on the 
west by the Cabrach. 

Extent. 

The greatest length of the parish, in a direct line, from east 
to west, is 74 miles from the Cults boundary with Kenneth- 
mont to the Cabrach boundary; and its greatest breadth, in a 
direct line along the water of agi is nearly five miles. The 
whole area is computed to be 12,883.631 acres. 


Topography. 


The western division of the parish is hilly, approaching to 

.mountainous, the chief mountain being the Tap o’ Noth, 1,852 | 
' feet above sea level, and 1,252 feet above the level of the square 
3W 
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of Rhynie, which is 600 feet ; the lowermost point in the Fe 
rislt on the Bogie Water being 524 feet above sea level. The 
village of Rhynie stands upon a plain in the southernmost . 
division of the parish, and is closely hemmed in by the parish 
of Auchindoir on the east, south, and west sides, with the 
sandstone quarries on a small eminence on the southern” 
‘boundary. | 


Geology and Soils. 


The chief geological features of Rhynie are the sandstone 
rock, which appears on the south division, the vitrifactions on ~ 
the Tap o’ Noth, and the greenstone and syenitic rocks which 
appear on the east and west divisions. The workings of the 
sandstone rock in this parish are so closely connected with the 
Auchindoir quarries, that there is no difference in its structure 
or composition. In Rhynie the sandstcne appears only 
on a very small space, and as the dip of the rock is to the 
south-east, the probability is that the rock does not extend 
far into the parish. There is no appearance of it farther north 
than the hill of Broom on the face of which the workings 
are situated. | . , 

On the summit of Noth there are the remains of a large 
vitrified fort where the walls are, in some parts, more than 10 
feet in thickness, with the cementation as perfect in the centre 
of the walls as on the outsides, and free of fissures of any 
kind, which would have arisen had it been of volcanic origin, 
and more crystalline in the middle or inside than on the out- 
side. But here the whole mass of the walls appear to be of 
the same age and consistency of structure without crack or 
crevice, 

_ Deposits—tIn the Essie division of the parish, immense 
quantities of stones are found, in blocks of all sizes, scattered 
over the surface, and at great distances from fixed rocks of the 
same mineralogical character. Some of these boulders are 
large, and so little rounded that they are supposed to have 
been transported by ice, others are small and water-worn, as 
to indicate that they have been deposited by the action of 
water. The diluvial deposits of moss are large and very 
series distributed, indicating a formation of a more recent 

erlod. 

. Soils —Along the valley of the Bogie the soil is a loamy clay, 
and towards the hill of Noth and Scurdarg it is clay and 
gravel. On the west division there is good clay loams, and 
mossy soil on the lower ground; and on the higher ground, 
on the Merdrums, it is yellow fertile loam. 


ne 
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Hydrography. 

The water of Bogie runs along the east boundary of the 
parish: for a distance of nearly six miles, following the wind- 
ings of its course. The Tom burn bounds it on the south with 

Auchindoir for nearly three miles. The head of the Kirknie 
Water is on the boundary with Cabrach, falling by Fing- 
lenny, where it receives the Craig Water, and joins the Bogie 
at Culdrain in ‘the parish of Gartly. With these, and other 
small intersecting streams and springs of pure water, the parish 
is well supplied. 

Arboriculture and Botany. 


With the exception of some recently planted hedge rows on 
Smithstone and the Noths, and some old hedges at Mains of 
Rhynie, the whole valley of Bogie is bare, but closely cultivated. 
Near to the old Castle of Lesmoir and Belhenny there are 
some old hardwood trees, and a few bushes at farm houses, 
but, upon the whole, the western division of the parish is also 
bare and unsheltered ; here the country is mountainous, and 
varied with considerable inequalities of surface, mossy hollows 
alternating with rocky heights, and the higher heath-clad hills 
appearing in nature’s rudest aspect. 

) Farms and Farming. 
The whole land in the parish is let for agricultural purposes ; 


and the following abstract will show the number of holdings in 
a classified form, viz. :— 


No. at pep above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 


£50 £ £ £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
10 6 12 13 14 
And 7 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 
-Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Rhynie, year 








1872-73, . By ee ‘ ‘ £3,314 2 5 
Do. Shootings, where let, ; : so : ° 215 0 0 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, and Quarries, . : : ; 57 0 0 
Do. Shops, Inns, Gas and Water Works, ; : ; 112 10 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, : ‘ 42 110 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, .. 711 3 6 

Total value, : ; ; : . £4,451 17 9 





The only proprietor in the parish whose rent exceeds £100 a-year is 
. The Duke of Richmond. 
And there are 38 proprietors of houses and lands, whose rents or value are 
under £100 a-year. 
Farming.—Leases are invariably granted for 19 years, and. 
the rotation of cropping followed that of the fifth and sixth-. 
shift courses. 
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Improvements.—A large extent of waste land has been re- 
claimed within the past two 19 years, and much of the land 
has been drained within the same period. New farm steadings 
have been built on. most of the larger farms, and ‘the land 
enclosed partly with substantial stone dykes, and some hedge ° 
rows along the valley of the Bogie. 

Cattle Stock—These differ not from the stock in the adjoin- 
ing parishes ; and in the western parts there are some sheep 
grazings on Boganclough and the “ Old Forest.” | 


Mansion Houses. 


The Castle of Lesmoir has long been a desolate ruin, with 
the ruins of Essie kirk hard by.. The Manse of Rhynie is a 
commodious and comfortable lech ing building. The Free 
Church and Congregational Manses are both situated in the 
village, and are modern erections. a; 


Roads. 


The Huntly and Donside road intersects the parish from 
south to north, and the Cabrach road intersects it from east to . 
west, from the village of Rhynie by the old kirk of Essie, and 
the Gaudyside road, through Clatt, leads eastwards from the 
village. 

Railways. | 

The Great North of Scotland Railway runs along the north- 
eastern boundary of the parish, and the Kinnethmont and 
Gartly Stations are distant from the village of Rhynie about 
54 miles. The Kinnethmont Station is 32? miles from Aber- 
deen, and the Gartly Station 353, the latter station being five 
miles from Huntly. 

VILLAGE OF RHYNIE.—The village stands on a level piece of 
land formerly called the Muir of Rhynie. It is regularly built 
along both sides of the main street or road, and has, near the 
south end of it, a large square space of ground, whereon the 
markets are held. There are two inns or alehouses in the © 
place, and several shopkeepers ; two bank agencies—the Town 
and County, and Nort e Scotland. It is now well supplied 
with water, which is conveyed to it from some distance, and a 
gas-work. The inhabitants are chiefly employed in agricultural 
operations, most of them renting’ small plots of land, shop- 
keeping, and mechanics, while a few are employed at a small 
wool-mill in the neighbourhood, and a few in the sandstone 
quarries. Population in 1861, 349 ; 1871, 496. 


, Markets. 
Cattle markets are held on the Saturday before the 4th 
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Monday in January ; on the Saturday before the 4th Monday 
in February; on the Saturday betore the 4th Monday in 
March; on the Saturday before the 4th Monday in April; and 
on the Monday before the 26th of May (fecing) ; and on the 
Saturday before the 4th May (cattle). A market is held on 
the 1st Wednesday of June, for cattle ; another on the Thurs- 
day after the first Tuesday (O. 8.) in September; another for 
cattle, on the 3rd Tuesday in October. A feeing market is 
held on the Monday before the 22nd November; a cattle 
market is held on the Saturday before the 4th Monday of the 
same month; and another is held on the Saturday before the 
4th Monday of December. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. ee 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 


THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF RHYNIE, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 141m MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, . : , ‘ , , . £348 2 10 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . F ; 36.19 34 
Total receipts, . : ; : , ; . £385 2 14 
Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £330 1 2 . 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ‘ : : 317 11 
Medical Relief, . j , : ' : ; 12 0 0 
Management, . . ' ; ‘ ; 28 14 4 
Expended on Buildings not authorised, ; 42 6 

Balance in hand, : : 6 6 2} 
£385 2 14 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ta MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 
| Died or ceased to| 


receive relief. Casual Poor. 


Relieved during the vear. 























Population} oF Sy EEE WP TSe eee Fatuous 
in : , or 
Regis- | Other 
1861. Depend- Depend- Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. tered Casual 
ants. Poor, ants. Poor, ants. 
Seay ae ee a ae es (feeercemetteee 
1,061 16 27 ~+| 43 38 7 1] | 5 5 | 4 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and.34; and there are two 
elected members on the Board. 


“ 
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-IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


ORIGINALLY the parish of Rhynie and Essie formed eight out 
of the aught-and-fourty davachs* which composed the lordship 
of Strathbogie, and part of the original estate King Robert Bruce 
gave to the Gordons. It lies in the south-west extremity of 
the lordship. In 1424, when the proprietor of it was one of 
the hostages for the ransom of King james I, the rental was 
then stated to be £400 Scotch money, while the estates of the 
High Constable of Scotland, the Earl of Errol, and the Great 
Marischal, afterwards Earl Marischal, were valued at £800 
Scotch each. 

As this parish was the seat of a great many of the Gordons, 
and gave birth to many brave fellows, who were eminent in the 
days of turbulence, happily long gone by, “ two anecdotes, rela- 
tive to the history of these times, are, however, worth preserv- 
ing :—Huntly’s second son got the lands of Scurdargue in this, 
and afterwards those of Pitlurg in the neighbouring parish of 
Cairnie.”. The male heir of the Earl failed in the time of James 
III., and the heiress married the younger son of Lord Seton, 
afterwards Earl Winton. Mr. Seton, who was a man of great 
abilities, was created Earl of Huntly. Soon after the Earls of 
Douglas and Crawford joined in a league which shook the 
throne, Lord Huntly, who was Lieutenant of the North, led 
on his troops to meet them at Brechin. But Huntly, in mark- 
ing out the commanders of the clans, appointed his second 
son, the laird of Gight, to head the Gordons. As the Earl was 
only a Seton, and Scurdargue was chief of the Gordons, the 
clans, therefore, insisting that Scurdargue should march at 
their head, he applied to Huntly, and claimed his right. 
Huntly refused, and Scurdargue took off his black bonnet, 
and, waving it, cried—“ A’ that’s come o’ me, follow me !” 
Immediately the whole clan went off with him, and left Huntly 
alone. The Earl, with admirable presence of mind, came u 
to them, and said, “ Gentlemen, you have overcome me. 
yield to you. Scurdargue, command the Gordons! And now, 
gentlemen, that you have got the better of me, let me see if 
you will beat Lord Crawford.” The Gordons, in high spirits, 
attacked the enemy, and Earl Huntly, after gaining a most 

* ** By the Act of Sederunt, March 11, 1585, an oxengate, or oxgate, contains 


13 acres, four oxengates a twenty shilling land, eight oxengates a forty shilling 
land. Some of the oxengates are not six acres ; others above 19 acres. The 


hills are less cultivated, and the low grounds, formerly in wood, are now more __ 


in culture. That has probably occasioned the inequality.” -—Statistical Account 
of Rhynie and Essie; 1797, vol. xix., p. 290. 3 a 
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important victory, got the lands of Badenoch and Lochaber 
- for hadding the Crown on the King’s head. From that mo- 
ment the family of Huntly became the greatest in the north, 
and this contention with the clan, by making them feel bold 
at the outset, was supposed to have contributed not a little to 
the victory at Brechin. 

The other anecdote regards a second son of Scurdargue who - 
got the lands of Cairnborrow in Glass. The day before the 
battle of Glenlivat, or Balrinnes, the Marquis of Huntly came 
to Cairnborrow, and applied to the lady for her advice and 
assistance. She said ihe had got short warning, but her old 
man, with his eight sons, with a jackman and a footman to 
each, should attend him immediately. Huntly thanked her ; 
and, after some more conversation with her, desired Cairnbor- 
row, who had never spoken a word, to stay at home, telling 
him that at his advanced years it was not proper that he 
should go, especially as he had so many sons. The old man 
heard him out, and shrugging up his shoulders, said, “ Va, na, 
my Lord, Pll bleed the whelps mysell ; theyll bite the better.” 
This was at once the reply of asportsman and soldier ; and the 
whole went to battle with the old man at their head. They 
defeated Argyle, and returned all safe to Cairnborrow.” 


IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Presbytery of Strathbogie was disjoincd from the Synod 
of Aberdeen, and annexed to that of Moray, in 1700. “ The 
rere consequent on the presentation to the parish of 
arnoch in 1837, led to the deposition, by the General As- 
sembly in 1841, of the Rev. William Allardyce, minister of 
this parish, and the whole ministers of the Presbytery of 
Strathbogie, in which a minority of the General Assembly did 
not acquiesce. The Presbytery obtained a suspension and in- 
terdict from the Court of Session,” which proceedings ended 
the matter in the Disruption of 1843. : 
The church stands near to the village of Rhynie, and is 
conveniently placed for the greater ae of the population. 
The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £20 a-year, and 
the Glebe and garden at £20 10s. The stipend, in money, £130 
10s. 9d.; value of grain stipend about £28. Parochial school- 
master’s house and garden in Rhynie are valued at £10, and 
the schoolmaster’s house and garden at Lesmoir are valued 
at £4, 
_ School Board.—There are only four members upon this 


1192 | ETYMOLOGY. 


Board—Rev. Alexander Anderson, Established Church, is 
chairman; James P. Rogers, clerk, treasurer, and officer. 
School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. There 
is only but one school, the Rhynie public school, under the 
charge of the Board, and 110 scholars. Population in 1871, 
1,195. wie | 
Parochial Registers.—These have been very irregularly kept 
until recently. ; 

Church Collections—The church collections amounted to, 
for the year ended 14th May, 1871, £28 4s., of which sum £9 
15s, 11d. was expended on the relief of the poor. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


On the north-west of the village, and at the foot of a hill, 
there was, until late years, many cairns or tuiaili. One large 
cairn, tradition says, points out “the grave of a thousand,” * 
and here, it is said, Macdutf slew Lulach, the son of Macbeth 
the usurper, in the year 1058. A large stone, on which there 
are some hierographical characters, stands on the Muir of 
Rhynie, is said to have been put up in memory of the engage- 
ment. Part of the stone is broken off, and is much defaced. 
The ruins of Lesmoir Castle stands in the lower grounds, on 
the south-west of the Tap of Noth. It was a stronghold once, 
anil possessed by an ancient branch of the Gordon family. 


PARISH OF ST. FERGUS. 


PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
THIS parish was originally called Inverugie, latterly Langley, 
and Saint Fergus since the year 1616; but for what special 
reasons cannot be exactly ascertained, unless it had been in- 
tended as a complement to the memory of its ancient patron 
saint. 


* This cairn generally goes under the name of Mill-dewne, and is said to 
signify, in Gaelic, ‘‘ the grave of a thousand.” The word ‘‘ Meall” becomes, 
in the plural, ‘‘ Mill” (aspirated Mhill), and, of course, means hills, while the 
affix (/ewne, or diuna, weans shelter, therefore, instead of its meaning “ the 
grave of a thousand,” the Celtic meaning of it would be ‘‘ the hill of shelter,” 
where Lulach’s forces were likely to have buried the slain after the battle. 
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Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Crimond; on the 
east by the German Ocean; on the south by the river Ugie, 
and the parish of Peterhead ; and on the west by the parish of 
Longside, and a small part of the parish of Lonmay. | 


Extent. 

In a direct line from south to north, along the sea coast, it 
measures 54 miles; and in a direct line from the sea to the 
Lonmay boundary at Terryfield, it measures 3} miles, The 
whole area is computed to be 9,180 acres. 

Topography. 

The sea beach is flat and sandy, if we except the half sub- 
merged rocks at Craig Ewen and Scotstown Point. A natural 
rampart of clay runs parallel to the shore along the whole 
length of the parish, aerial in some places to 50 feet above 
sea level, by accumulations of drift sand, and thickly covered 
with bent grass (Ammophila arundinacea), which divides the 
shore from the land, and prevents the drifting sand from 
further encroachments. Along this line of bent hills runs a 
plain of various breadths, of the finest sandy downs or links 
that are to be found in Scotland, affording excellent pasture 
for cattle and sheep, and shelter to rabbits, which do a great 
deal of damage to the crops in the neighbourhood. The 
tide flows up the river to the bridge of Inverugie, which is 
one mile one hundred and fifty yards from the sea, following 
the windings of the stream. The bridge is 16 feet above sea 
level; the old castle stands 50 feet ; and the Castle-hill of In- 
verugie is 130 feet. The lower parts of the parish, extending 
from the sea to the village of St. Fergus, excepting at Mains 
of Inverugie and the Kirktons on the south, and at North 
Essie on the north, presents a flat appearance. From the 
Kirktons and North Essie the land rises with gentle acclivities 
in alternate succession, to the western boundary of the parish, 
where there are extensive tracks of flat moss; but between 
the links and the mosses all is closely cultivated. The church 
of St. Fergus stands 87 feet above sea level; the Bear-hill is 
145 feet ; the Nether-hill is 133 feet; and the Shiel-hill and 
the mosses are slightly elevated above the latter. 


Geology and Soils. ) 


The only rocks which appears in situ in the parish are those 
of Craig Ewen and Scotstown-point, and they are accessible 
only at low water, and consist of granite, gneiss, trap, quartz, 
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and ee limestone, which was wrought at one time, and 
found to be of excellent quality. The limestone appears united 
to the gneiss, and separate from the granite, but there 1s every 
appearance that they form a junction, as they are found in 
close union at Hythie, in the parish of Old Deer, which is about 
64 miles due west from Scotstown-point. The granite varies 
in appearance as it comes in contact with the gneiss ; where it 
underlies the gneiss, but without any union, it assumes a dark 
colour, with more hornblende in its composition ; and where a 
junction is found to be complete, it is white. At one point 
the granite is graphic. Near Kirkton-head, which is a little 
south of Scotstown-point, there are masses or layers of boulders 
called the “black-stones,” within flood mark, consisting of 
granite, primary and secondary limestone, greywacke, gneiss, 
puddingstone, and basalt. In the secondary limestone, am- | 
monites, or the shell of an extinct molluscuous animal, are 
occasionally found, and also the impression of a mussel not 
now known upon this coast. 

Deposits—On the seashore there are large deposits: of shell 
sand, which was at one time used extensively in manuring the 
land, but this practice is now almost given up. In the sub- 
stratum of the lower parts of the parish there has been 
found the remains of marine testacea, which is a proof that the 
land had, at some distant period, been submerged by the 
sea. There are now distinct indications along the coast that 
the land has been gaining on the sea. In the higher parts there 
are large tracts of peat moss (500 acres), which contains the 
remains of oak, hazel, and birch trees. “Some pieces of oak, 
dyed black by the oxide of iron, and susceptible of a beautiful 
polish, have occasionally been dug up, and applied to orna- 
mental purposes. Some years ago several antlers of large full © 
grown stags, were found imbedded in a bank of moss.” * 

Soils—The soil on the lower parts along the sea coast, is 
sandy loam and moss, overlying beds of clay, gravel, and sea~ 
sand. On the central, and much the larger division, it is 
strong clay ; and on the western division it is moorish and 
mossy, on gravel beds imbedding boulder rock. 





Hydrography. 

The river Ugie bounds the parish on the south for fully 44 
miles, following the very tortuous course of the stream ; and 
the burn of Ednie, or burn-mill, divides it from Longside and 
_Lonmay. The burns of Bruxiehill and Blackwater have their 
sources In the parish, and fall into the sea at the latter place. 


* Statistical Account of the parish of St. Fergus, 1840, p. 189. 
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In the upper parts of the parish, and in dry seasons, there is. 
often great scarcity of water for cattle. In the lower districts 
there are several strong perennial springs, some of which are 
_ chalybeate, but none of them are strongly impregnated. About 
the beginning of the present century, a canal was formed by 
the late James Ferguson, Esq. of Pitfour, along the south side 
of the parish, which was used for a time in conveying shell 
sand from the shore at Annachie to Rora in Longside. It is 
now entirely useless, except that it is used as a reservoir for 
water to some of the farm steadings in its neighbourhood, 
and is fast filling up. 
| Fishings. | 

There are no fishing, or fishing villages, on this part of the 
coast ; but at Scotstown-point and Craig Ewen, the Cancer 
pagurus, the crab or parten, is plentiful. In the Ugie are 
salmon (Salmo salar); bull trout (Salmo eriox); phinnock 
(Salmo albus); sea trout (Salmo trutta); common burn trout 
(Salmo fario); minnow (Leuciscus phoxinus): common eel 
(Anguilla vulgaris); and fresh water flounder (Platessa flurta- 
tilis). There are also plenty of the pearl mussel ( Mya mar- 
garitifera); but the pearls found in them have a dark colour, 
and are of little value. 

Breeding Ponds. 


Ponds for breeding salmon were constructed on a small scale 
at Inverugie, about ten years ago. Little success, however, has 
attended them, as the Ugie has never been a favourite stream 
for the fish, nor is it an early one. * 


Conchology. 


The following list of shells (Mollusca) collected on the coast 
of St. Fergus, by Mr. Alexander Murray, Nether Mill of 
Cruden, and named by Dr. Fleming, late of King’s College, | 
Aberdeen, is given below. It will be readily observed that 
Dr. Fleming has followed the nomenclature assumed in his 
History of British Animals :—+ 


Helex arbustorium. Cyprea Europea. 
Turbo littoreus (Periwinkle). Nassa incrassata. 
Nerita litteralis. Purpura lapillus. 
Natica nitida. Buccinum undatum. 
Trochus umbilicanus. Fusus antiquus. 
»  ziziphinus, »» corneus. _ .s 
»  Striatus. Rostellaria Pes-pelecani. 


* The salmon fishing on the Ugie has been much impeded by a bank of sand, 
which the sea has raised at the mouth of the river, which prevents the fish 
entering it with ease. 

+ Statistical Account of the parish of St. Fergus, 1840, pp. 190, 191. 
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Patella vulguta (Common Limpet). Donax trunculus. 


»»  loevis. Amphidesma prismatica. 
Pecten varius (Scallop). Cyprina Islandica. 

»»  sinuosus. Venus gallina. 
Anomia ephippium. Venerupis srearibabiy 
Mytilus edulis, var. incrassatus (Mussel). a irginea, 
Modiolus vulgaris. _ Balanus communis. 
Anodon Anatinus. Vermilia vermicularis, 
Alasmodon margaritiferum. Heterodisca reversa. 
Cardium edule (Common Cockle). Chiton marignatus. 
Mactra solida. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


There are some old plane trees beside the Castle of Inverugie.~ 
~ The late James Ferguson, Esq., planted about 20 acres, chiefly 
along the Ugie, by the old bridge and above the castle. The 
tacksman of Lunderton planted some hardwood trees for 
‘shelter to his residence ; and a former minister of the parish 
planted some at the Manse. These experiments have, to a 
certain extent, disproved the opinion which was for long en- 
tertained, that trees would not grow inthe parish. It appears, 
however, that the soil and climate is more congenial to ash, 
plane, elm, poplar, alder, and elder, and that Scots firs and 
larch will not grow where exposed to sea breeze and to the 
cold easterly wind which blows off the German ocean. In some 
parts of the parish there are a good many thorn hedges divid- 
ing fields and along the public roads, which add very much 
to shelter the adjoining land, as they improve the appearance 
of the district. : 

Botany.—The following list of plants deserving of notice 
will be found in the parish, viz. :— 


Anemone nemorosa—Wood Anemone. Arenaria peploides—Sea Sand-wort. 
Botrychium lunaria—Common Moon-wort. Chrysosplenium oppositifolium— 
a4 bah Golden Saxifrage. 
mee is claviculata—White Climbing Corydalis. Daucus Carota—Wild 
arrot.. 
TONS a a Sun-dew. Hchium vulgare—Common Viper’s 
ugloss. 
sed acy vaginatum—Hare’s-tail Cotton Grass. Huphrasia officinalis—Hye- 
right. 
Gentiana amaralla—Autumnal Gentian. Gentiana campestris—Field Gentian. 
Geum urbanum—-Common Avens, Herb Bennet. Glecoma hederacea—Ground 
Ivy, Ale-hoof. 
Habenaria viridis—Green Habenaria. Heraculewm Sphondylium—Cow Parsnip. 
Hippurus vulgaris—Mare’s Tail. Humulus lupulus—Common Hop. 
Hypericum pulchrum—Upright St. John’s Wort. Hypericum quadrangulum— 
Square-stalked St. John’s Wort. ae 
Juncus Balticus—Baltic Rush. Knappia agrostidea—Early Knappia (rare). 
sae gi communis—Common Nipple-wort. Ligusticum Scoticum—Scotch 
_ Lovage. | | | 
Lithospermum maritima—SeaGromwell. Linum catharticum—Purging Flax. 
_ Lychnis dioica—Red or White Campien. Lychnis Flos-cuculi—Ragged Robin. 
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Mi enyanthes trifoliata—Common Buckbean. Mercuralis perennis—Dogs’ Mer. 


cury. 
N aha Alba—Great White Water Lily. Oxonis arvensis—Rest Harrow. 
Papaver Rheas—Common Red Poppy. Parietaria oficinalis—Wall Pellitory, 
(Old Castle. ) 
Parnassia palustris—Common Grass of Parnassus. Phalaris arundinacea—Red 
Canary Grass. 
Pimpinella saxifraga—Burnet Saxifrage. Phleum arenarium—Sea Cat’s Tail 
Gras. 
Pinguicola vulgaris—Common Butterwort. Plantago lanceolata—Ribwort 
Plantain. : | 
Plantago maritima—Sea Plantain. P‘antago coronopus.-—Buck’s-horn Plantain. 
Polygata vulgaris—Common Milkwort. Potamoyeton densus—Close-leaved 
Pond-weed. : 
Potamogeton pectinatus—Fennel-leaved Pond-weed. Potamogeton pusillus— 
Small Pond-weed. 
_Potamogeton heterophyllus—Various-leaved Pond-weed. Potamogeton natans— 
Broad-leaved Pond-weed. 
Potentilla anserina—Silver-weed, Goose-grass. Potentilla argentea—Silver or 
Hoary Cinquefoil. 
Primula veris—Cowslip, Common. Primula elatior—Oxlip Primrose. 
Ranunculus sceleratus—Celery-leaved Crowfoot. Saxifraga tridactylitese—Rue- 
leaved Saxifrage. 
Saponaria officinalis—Common Soap-wort. Scandix Pecten—Needle Chervil, 
Sepang Needle. 
Scrophutaria nodosa—Knotted-rooted Fig-wort. Scirpus Sylvaticus—Wood 
Clubrush. 
Spergula nodosa—Knotted Spurry. Symphytum officinale—Common Comfrey. 
Thalictrum minus—Less Meadow Rue. T'rientalis Europea—Kuropean Chick. 
weed Winter-green. | 
Triglochin pulustre—Marsh Arrow-grass. Tussilago Farfara—Colt’s-foot. 
Veronica anayalis—Long-leaved Winter Speedwell. Veronica scutellata—Nar- 
row-leaved Speedwell. 
Vinca minor—Lesser Periwinkle. 


Farms and Farming. 


_ Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of holdings 
in a classified form, viz. — 
No. atand above No. atandabovo No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £ £20 a £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and er £20. and under £10. 
21 16 43 41 38 


And 36 occupants of houses and land under £4 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of St, Fergus, year 


1872-73, ; : ‘ é ‘ . ; . £7,505 9 4 

Do. Land in Proprietors’ occupation, : ; ; : 259 19 7 

Do. Salmon Fishings in the Ugie, . ; ; ; ‘ 100 0 0 

Do. .Stone-mill and English-mill Water-falls, . : ‘ 20 0 0 

Do. Small properties in the Villages of St. Fergus, . : 306 7 0 
Do. Manses and Glebe, School-house and Garden, and 

Feu at Castle of Inverugie, . ‘ ; ; : ‘ 79 0 0 





Total value, . ‘ ; ‘ , 
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‘Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— | | oo 


 Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur Ferguson of Pitfour. 
- James Cumine, Esq. of Rattray. 


And 45 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


_Farming.—Leases are generally granted for 19 years, except 
on the small plots of land which are farmed by the villagers. 
The usual rotation of cropping being the fifth-shift course on 
the light land, and the seventh upon the clay, which are, per- . 
haps, not strictly adhered to, but we wish to say that if the~ 
conditions of leases as to the rotation of cropping were less 
restrictive, and more in accordance with the altered circum- 
stances under which farming is now carried on, it would, per- 
haps, be better for all parties. It is not too much to say that 
were all the conditions agreed to enforced from beginning to. 
the end of a lease, the cultivation of many farms in this parish 
would have come toa stand. Still the text of a lease, upon 
which there has been no alteration made since 1803,* is a 
hindrance to the progress of agriculture, which often checks — 
the farmer’s energies, and hinders his improvements. While 
these old conditions are retained, new ones have been intro- 
duced in the interest of game preserving, which, while they add 
little to the true sport of the landlord, injure the occupants of 
the land, especially those in the neighbourhood of the links 
and bents along the sea-shore. Nor is this all: the system of 
management has been for long under lawyer factors, who seem 
to have learned nothing but draw out deeds in the supposed 
interest of their employers, and to strictly adhere to deeds 
prepared when it was necessary to have restrictions for the pro- 
tection of landlords from the ignorance of the tenants of the 
day. “What would be said if, in 1874, it were attempted to 
regulate and restrict the practice of any other science by a 
strict adherence to the ideas and usages of 1774 ?” . 

Farm Houses belong, in general, to the tenants. The tenants 
build, and they are allowed a half-year’s rent at the commence- 
ment, and another at the expiry of the lease, for walls; the 


* ‘With this lease the levelling system commenced, which operated one bad 
effect, from which the land in this parish has not yet entirely recovered. The 
best of the soil, which, by the old method of tillage, had been carefully 
gathered to the top of the ridges, then very high and ill-shapen, was by this 
process thrown into the former furrows, and the crown of the old ridges left 
thin and bare. The crops produced on these was very light, while that on the 
old furrows, being often too heavy, lodged and rotted. The crop, too, was 
unequally ripened, the top of the old ay 3 being ready for the sickle, while the 
furrow was almost green.’’—Statistical Account of St. Fergus, 1840, p. 201. 
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outgoing tenant being paid by the proprietor, or incoming 
- tenant, for the roofs, according to the valuation of tradesmen 
mutually chosen. The dwelling-houses on the principal farms 
are built with stone and lime, most of them have slated 
roofs; and the offices are chiefly covered with brick tiles. 
On the smaller possessions and crofts the roofs are either 
thatched or tiled. 

Drainage.—Deep draining, as a rule, has not been attempted 
in St. Fergus; and the drains are made to empty themselves 
into large, open, ditches, which were chiefly made _ before 
thorough drainage was introduced, but not at all necessary for 
the drainage of the land, which has been rather superficially 
done. The clay soils which, as already noticed, extend from 
the Ugie northwards, through the central part of the parish, 
to the Crimond boundary, and comprehends some of the stiffest 
clays which are to be found in the County. Subsoiling the 
ground after drainage has never been attempted. 

Fencing.— As before mentioned, main ditches have been 
made, and thorn hedges planted, to a considerable extent, but 
the thorn hedges have never thriven, except in some favoured 

laces, such as at Inverugie Castle, Lunderton, and Stone-mill. 

‘here are very few stone dykes in the parish, but everywhere 
there are some earthen mounds planted with hedges, and 
willow bushes, in the lower-lying parts of the parish. 

Cattle Stock.—These consist 0 the usual crosses between the 
native breed and shorthorns, by which the native has been very 
much improved, <A great drawback, however, is frequently 
felt in the difficulty which occurs in raising sufficient crops of 
turnips on the stiff clay soils, for preparing the cattle for the 
London market. There are few sheep stock of any kind kept 
throughout the year; small flocks are occasionally wintered. 


Mansion Houses. 


The Manse was built a few years ago, and is a very commo- 
dious residence. The Free Church Manse is an older building, 
but equally commodious residence. The hoary gables and 
dila ed turrets of the old Castle of Inverugie stand on a 
slight eminence, surrounded.on three sides by the river Ugie. 
A bridge, recently erected across the river at this point, leads 
‘ to the railway station, below which are the salmon breeding 
ponds, the English mill, with its cluster of ancient-looking 
cottages, and a neat residence, called Inverugie Cottage, stands 
on the sunny slopes of the old castle garden. The banks of 
the river on the north side, to the west of the castle are steep, 
but they are all planted with trees, which are under the shelter 
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of the Castle-hill, and, with a small clump at the old bridge, 
are the chief plantations in the parish.* see 


Roads. 


The Peterhead and Fraserburgh road intersects the parish © 
from south to north; the Ednie road is carried along the valley ~_ 
of the Ugie from east to west ; and a road leads through the. es 
village in a westerly direction, towards Longside. The Shiel- — 
hill and South Essie roads lead also in a westerly direction 
to the mosses, and towards Kinninmonth. The Inverugie 
Station, on the Formartine and Buchan Railway, is 42} miles_ 
from Aberdeen, and within about three-fourths of a mile from 
the old Castle, and about 34 miles of the church. The village 
of St. Fergus is distant five miles from Peterhead. 






Favre. 
There are no fairs held within the parish. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


There is a small inn or alehouse in the west end of the 
village, and another on the Peterhead road, in the east; there 
are several shops for the sale of grocery and haberdashery 
goods, and tradesmen of various kinds. | 

A Savings Bank was established in 1824; and a parish 
library was instituted in 1829, both of which have been pretty 
successful. 

‘During the time when drainage operations were in full pro- 

ress, there were two tile works in the parish, where the manu- 
Facute of drain tiles was carried on. These have now been 
given up, and materials for draining are now only to be had at 
the established places in the district, where the manufacture of 
house tiles and bricks is regularly carried on. 

There are three corn-grinding mills in the parish, and at 
Stonemill there is machinery for grinding flour and pot barley, 
for home consumption. | | 


* There is clear evidence, that, at some former period, a great part of this 
parish has been covered with wood, chiefly oak, aller, birch, hazel, and willow, 
the remains of which are found in the mosses. No roots or trees, however, of the 
Scotch have been found, which shows that this kind of wood is not proper for | 
this part of the country. It would appear that the woods in this part of the 
country had, at one time or other, been destroyed by fire, as the marks of that 
element are visible on ae of the roots and trees that are dug up in the mosses. 
It may not be an improbable conjecture, that this happened anno 1308, when 
King Robert Bruce defeated Cumine, Earl of Buchan, near Inverurie. Fordun, 
after narrating this defeat, adds, comimitatum de Buchan igne consumsit.” Sta- 
tistical Account of St. Fergus 1795, vol. xv., p. 144. 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
| THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF ST. FERGUS, DURING 
THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871. 








Receipts from Assessments, . —. , ‘ ; : ‘ £4142 9 3 
Do. from Mortitications, and all other sources, ; ‘ 29 10 11 

Total receipts, ; ‘ . £442 0 2 
| Hapenditure. 

Relivf of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, - . £339 14 54 

Relief of Casual Poor, .. ‘ j : ‘ 1412 9 

Medical Relief, : ; : ’ ‘ ; 16 8 4 

Management, . : ; , ‘ ; ; 44 4 6 
Balance in hand, ; : ‘ j 27 0 I4 


oem cr 8 








ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 
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: ‘ | Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. . . Casual Poor. 
Population 8 y receive relief. Fatuous 
in PS I Eg se pae ae eee ge oe Aces Ney or 
1861, Depend: Regis- Depend- Other Depend-| Insane. 
Males. pemales. Total. anita: oles ait. riley Anta: 
1,608 12 39 51 26 4 3 9 7 2 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three 
elected members, or managers, on the Board. 

RECEIPTS FROM ASSESSMENTS UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH 


(SCOTLAND) ACT, FOR THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871, 
BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF SCOTLAND. 


Receipts, ‘ , ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ £7 1 34 
Expenditure on Salaries, . P ; , ; 010 4 
Balance, . ; ‘ ; , ‘ ‘ ——_ £6 10 Ils 





IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Tus parish, though it belongs to Banffshire, is locally situated 
in Aberdeenshire, but legally and politically it belongs to 
the latter County. The Cheynes were proprietors of the parish ; 
and the first charter of the Chiens, as the name was then 
written, “was granted by King William the Lion—Bernardo 
Cani filio Gulielmi Carus.” * Sir Reginald Cheyne was Lord 
Chamberlain of Scotland in 1267 ; and his brother, Henry, was - 
Bishop of Aberdeen in 1281. Sir Reginald was succeeded in 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen in the Spalding Club’s Collections on 
the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, p. 420. 
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his estates by a son of the same name, who was taken prisoner - 
at the battle of Hallidon-hill, in 1320. Dying’ about the year 
1350, he left two daughters, who inherited his estates. *Mariot, 
the elder, married Sir John Douglas, by whom she had: no 
family ; and secondly, John de Keith, of Raven’s Craig, the =~ 
Marischal of Scotland, by whom she had Andrew, who suc- ” 
ceeded to her estates. Mary, the second daughter, married 
Nicol, the second son of Kenneth, Earl of Sutherland, who 
obtained with her the barony of Duffus; from this marriage 
descended the family of Sutherland, Lord Duffus. Thus ended 
the male line of the family of Cheyres. The marriage of Sir, 
John de Keith with Mariot Cheyne, occasioned the lands of 
Inverugie to pass to that family ; and about the year 1380, it 
is supposed that the castle, except “Cheyne’s Tower,” was 
erected by the husband of Mariot Cheyne. The issue of this 
marriage became a separate branch of the Keiths, until 1538, 
when the families were again united by the marriage of 
William, the fourth Earl Marischal, with the heiress of Sir 
William Keith of Inverugie. From that period the parish con- 
tinued to be the property of the Earls Marischal till 1715, 
when, by the attainder of the then Earl, the lands were for- 
feited to the crown. After Earl Marischal’s attainder, the 
estate of St. Fergus was purchased by the York Buildings 
Company, and repurchased from their trustees by George, Earl 
Marischal, son of the attainted Earl, in 1761, at 30 years pur- 
chase. of the rental, which was £420 13s. 6d. In 1764, the 
estate was purchased by Lord Pitfour, one of the senators of 
the College of Justice. 

Lord Pitfour was succeeded by his eldest son, James Fergu- 
son, Esq., who, for many years, represented in Parliament the 
county of Aberdeen. He died in 1820, at an advanced age, 
when his brother, George, formerly Governor of the island of 
Grenada, became possessor of the family estates ; and having 
survived his brother but a few months, he was succeeded by. 
his son, Admiral George Ferguson, who died in 1868, and he 
was succeeded by his son, Lieutenant-Colonel George Arthur 
Ferguson, the present proprietor. 





II] —ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish of Langley * hath for its tutelar Saint Fergus. 
The Church, which was built in 1763, is conveniently situated 


* «This parish was anciently named whet a and often Longley, the church 

being situated.not far from the old Place of Inverugie, on those.pleasant and 

Cte oo called the Links of St. Fergus.”—Old Statistical Account, 
9 P- 
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in the middle of the village, and is seated for 610. On the 
gallery fronting the pulpit is an excellent clock. In the year 
1836, the parishioners, of their own accord, painted the interior 
of the church, walls, and wood work, and fitted up the pulpit 
and front galleries with crimson cloth. The Free Church is a 
neat building, standing on rising ground called the Shielhill. 
The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £16 a-year; the 
Glebe and garden at £18. Stipend: 16 chalders, half barley, 
half meal, payable by the fiars’ prices of Aberdeenshire; and 
£8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. ‘The schoolmaster’s house 
and garden are valued at £10; and the Free Church Manse, 

offices, and garden, at £15. 
_ School Bourd.—There are five members upon the Board— 
James Cumine, Esq. of Rattray, chairman ; Alex. Greig, Nether- 
_ hill, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £. There is but 
one school in the parish at present under the charge of the 
Board, and 72 scholars. Population in 1871, 1,638. 

Mortified Money.—A century and half ago, Mr. Robert 
Cheyne, schoolmaster of St. Fergus, left in trust to the kirk- 
session 100 merks Scotch, the interest of which to be applied . 
“to the education of poor scholars at the school, who are well 
disposed, and the elders to see to their education.” This small 
sum is still administered in accordance with the benevolent 
intentions of the donor. 

Church Collections.—The church collections for the year 
ended 14th May, 1871, amounted to £23 6s. 5d., but of this 
sum only £3 8s. 11d. was expended on the relief of the poor. 

Parochial Registers.—* The date of the earliest entry in the 

arochial register of births and baptisms is the 1st May, 1688 ; 
but till about the year 1825, 1t does not appear to have been 
regularly kept. The records of the kirk-session begin on the 
1st January, 1749, and, as far as the management of the poor, 
seem to have been regularly kept from that time. To the res 
gestee of discipline less attention hac been paid during the last 
two incumbencies; but 1749 to 1772, the details are very 
minute, and very interesting, as illustrative of the habits and 
character of the people, though certainly not calculated to con- 
firm the impression, that “the former times were better than 
these. A register of deaths has been kept for several years, 
but hitherto pnaccompanied with a nosological table.” * | 


* .Statistical Account of St. Fergus, 1840, p. 195. 
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IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


_ As pppoe in the parochial register of baptisms, Field Mar- « 

shal Keith, brother to George, last Karl Marischal, was born in — 
this parish. He was baptised by the name of JAMES FRANCIS | 
EDWARD, on the 16th June, 1696. He entered into the service 
of Frederick III., King of Prussia, and fell at the battle of 
Hochkirchen, on the 14th October, 1758, in the 68rd year of 
his age. His statue, in bronze, stands in front of the Town’s 
House in Peterhead. He was buried in the churchyard of . 
Hochkirchen, but the King of Prussia had his body taken up | 
and sent to Berlin, where he was again interred with the great- 
est military honours. | 

RoRERT ARBUTHNOT of Scotsmill, the grandfather of the 
celebrated Dr. Arbuthnot, who was ph sician to Queen Anne, 
and the friend of Dean Swift, is eee | in tue churchyard of 
this parish. The tombstone which surmounts the grave was 
rope some time ago by the representatives of the late Sir 

illiam Arbuthnot of Edinburgh, who, before his death, ex- 
pressed great solicitation for its preservation. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


TRADITION says that Sir Thomas Learmont, the rhymer, © 
visited Inverugie, and poured forth his vaticinations against 
it from a stone * in the neighbourhood, in such strains as 
these :-— 

Inverugie by the sea, 

Lordless shall thy lands be ; 

And underneath thy hearth-stane 

The Tod* shall bring her birds hame. 


“But that prophesy is said to have been fulfilled in that Old_ 
averuey, now quite ruined, which stood a mile beneath the 
present Inverugy, hard on the sea-shoar.” ¢ | 

The death of the last of the Marischal family, and the re- 
moval of the Seer’s Stone were merely co-incident events. 


* Fox. : 
+ This stone was removed to build the church of St. Fergus, in 1763, but the 
field in which it lay is still called Tammas’ Stane. Another prediction reads 


thus :— 
‘* As lang’s this stane stands on this craft, 
The name o’ Keith shall be alaft ; . 
But when this stane begins to fa’, 
The name o’ Keith shall wear awa’.” 
+ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, Spalding Club, p. 421. 
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About half-a-mile above the bridge of Inverugie, which was 
built during the reign of James Vil. of Scotland and II. of 
England, are the ruins of Inverugie Castle, which, according to 

historians, was founded by Sir John de Keith, about the year 

1380, who had received the lands of Inverugie as a marriage 

noes with his wife, Mariot Cheyne. That portion of it called 

heyne’s Tower was probably built by the family of that name, 

but at what period cannot now be ascertained ; and the greater 

portion of the present fabric is supposed to have been erected, 

about the end of the 16th century, by George, Earl Marischal, 

the founder of Marischal College, Aberdeen. 

The late James Ferguson, Esq., repaired and roofed in the 
main building of the castle, floored it and erected an observa- 
tory on the top of it, at considerable expense. “But the last 
proprietor dismantled these modernizings, and allowed ruin to 
reassume her empire.” On the coping of the garden wall there 
are several curiously carved stones—among which is a coach 
and four horses in bold-relief, with “messengers on horse- 
back to announce at the castle that their Lord was a-coming.” 
This ee ruin is sheltered on the north by rising 
ground, and an artificial mound called the Custle Hull, where, 
in feudal times, when the lords-superior had “the power of 
pit and gallows,” criminals are supposed to have been executed. 

The old churchyard is close by the sea on the Links of 
Kirkton, beside the “Mason Well,” and is the only burial ground 
in the parish. It is an interesting object, and, from the loneli- 
ness of its situation, peculiarly adapted to be the dwelling place 
of the dead. Here may be seen fragments of the font and other 
pieces of rude sculpture which had belonged to the old church, 
which ceased to be a place of public worship in 1616. <A por- 
tion of the south wall still remains, but is completely covered 
up with soil. Its area, which is pretty distinctly defined, 
shows it to have been a very narrow building. “ For this lonely 
spot the late eminent Dr. Beattie is known to have conceived 
a peculiar predilection, and to have frequently expressed a 
wish to have his last earthly home in the churchyard of St. 
Fergus.” * 

A good many years ago a silver groat of Robert IT. was found 
at the old Castle of Inverugie, and a shilling of Charles I. in 

loughing a field in the parish. A copper spear-head was 
ound on the glebe some yearsago. The base is a hollow square 
cone for receiving the pointed end of the shaft, and it has, 
what its possessor calls a pot-ear, through which a thong had 
passed to secure it to the shaft. In excavating the canal a 


* Statistical Account of St. Fergus, 1840, p. 196. 
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small malleable iron shot was found at the point where ‘the 
canal makes its nearest approach to the ruins of the Castle of 
Raven’s Craig on the opposite bank of Ugie. It was similar to. 
the one found at Raven’s Craig, and would seem to indicate 
the early introduction of artillery into this part of the country. 
A stone celt was found at Inverquinzie in 1849, while ploughing 
some land below the turnpike road. 


PARISH OF SKENE. 


PRESBYTERY OF ABERDEEN—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 


THE name of this parish seems to have been derived from the 
Gaclic Skian, which signifies “a dagger or knife,” which is 
said to have been the weapon used by the person who killed a 
wild boar which had attacked the king whilst hunting within 
the King’s Forest of Stocket, for which service, tradition says, 
the progenitors of the family of Skene got as a reward the 
greater part of the lands in the parish. Hence the name of 
the family and that of the parish. : 


Boundaries. 


The parish of Skene is bounded on the north by the pa- 
rishes of Kemnay, Kintore, and Kinnellar; on the east by 
Newhills and Peter Culter; on the south by part of Peter Culter; 
and on the west by Echt and part of Cluny. 


Extent. 


From the lowermost point on the Leuchar burn to the top_ 
of Scrapehard on the Kintars boundary, the distance is six 
miles in a direet line; and from the west of the Brimmond, 
in Newhills, to the Garlogie Mills, the distance is four miles, 
also in a direct line. ‘The whole area is computed to be 10,500 
acres. 

Topography. 

The surface of the parish is gently undulatory, the highest 
land being upon the northern division. The hill of Kinmundy 
is 632 feet, the Souterhill is 698 feet, and the ring post on the 
Keirhill is 744 feet above sea level. The hill of Auchronie, 
which is on the Kinnellar boundary, is 731 feet, and the church 


HYDROGRAPHY, | | 1207 


is 405 feet. The Bishop-dams bridge, on the eastern boundary 
with Peter Culter, on the Alford road, is 379 feet; the loch of 
Skene is. 276 feet, and the bridge on the Bogintorry burn, 
bounding with Cluny, also on the Alford road, is 320 feet. 
On the southern division of the parish the hills, or the rising 
grounds, are of inferior height ; the hill of Wester Carnie being 
402 feet, Hillhead of Carnie is 450 feet, and the hill of Ord, in 


the south-east corner of the parish, is 463 feet. The bridge — 


at the Garlogie Mills, on the Echt road, is 258 feet, and the 
lowest point in the parish is on the Leuchar burn and about 
234 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 

The rocks are almost exclusively gramite on the north side 
of the parish, and granite, syenite, and 
where the rocks are met with in beds and boulders of various 
sizes, and in great quantities on the surface. The underlying 
rock has been so little exposed, or wrought, that it has not 
been subjected to any accurate examination ; boulders ap- 
pearing on the surface sufficient for the erection of farm houses 
and fences. 

Soils.—The soil is various. On the- higher ground it is a 
light loam, largely mixed with sand and decomposed granite, 
and on the lower it is mossy, incumbent upon itite clay. On 
the rising grounds there are some rich and fertile soils on 

ravel and boulder rock, and some parts are covered with 
diluvial or alluvial clay, but in many places there is an iron 
incrustation between the soil and subsoil, which is impervious 
to water. 
Hydrography. 

The loch of Skene is situated on the south-western boundary 
of the parish. It covers an area of about 3112 acres, and 2663 
acres are in this parish, and 45 acres in Echt. Its greatest 
depth does not exceed 12 feet, and it ae eg the machinery 
of the corn-grinding mill, and of the woollen manufactory at 
Garlogie. The chief affluent of the loch is the burn of Corskie, 
and it propels the machinery of the Craigiedargue corn mill ; 
and, below the Garlogie Mills, the stream is called the “Leuchar 
burn,” falling into the Dee at the Manse of Peter Culter, 
and it has a very sluggish flow along the boundary of this 
parish. On the south and east the parish is bounded by the 
tributary burns of Ord and Broadioch, which propel the corn- 


grinding mill of Easter Ord ; and on the north-east there are— 


the burns of Auchinclech and Little-mill, which fall into the 
Don by the Blackburn between the parishes of Kinnellar and 


oneiss on the south, 
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Dyce. There are few intersecting streams within the: parish, 
but, generally, it is well supplied with water from spring wells. 
There is good pike and col Sahing in the loch of Skene, ahd _ 
it is frequented in the winter season by large flocks of duck, 
geese, and occasionally by swans. : 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


At Garlogie, Wester Carnie, the Ords, Kinmundy, Concraig, 
Westhill, and the Keirhill, there are some clumps of Scots firs 
and larch of considerable age, which are of great value for 
shelter; but, except a few places, these plantations are of 
little value as timber. On Westhills there are some young 
olantations which have a very thriving appearance, and at 

eddach, the Church, and the Manse there are some old Scots 
firs and hardwood trees in clumps and hedgerows, which have 
a very pleasing appearance. At Kirkville the grounds are 
tastefully laid out by thriving belts and clumps, chiefly com- 
posed of hardwood trees, which are very ornamental. Around 
the House of Easter Skene, and on the hill of Auchronie, 
there are extensive plantations and belts of thriving Scots firs 
and larch. In the extensive woods which surround Skene 
House the trees consist of well-grown Scots firs, larch, and 
hardwood trees, with some fine silver firs in the lower grounds, 
and one particularly fine horse-chestnut on the lawn in front of 
the mansion. 

Farms and Farnung. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in a classified form, viz. :-— 

No. at and above No. at and above No. at and above No. atand above No. at and above 
of voarly rent. and sider £100. and ae £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
28 28 30 48 36 
And 15 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Skene, for the 





year 1872-73, ; . ‘ : : ; : £8,485 2 8 

Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, ‘ , ‘ j i ‘ . 1,235 0 0 
Do. Shootings, where Let, : ; , ‘ ‘ , 90 0 0 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, &c., ‘ ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 310 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . : 101 19 2 
Do. Small Properties, each under £100 of yearly value, . 186 7 6 
Total value, : : ‘ , . £10,408 9 4 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and. 
exceed £100 sterling, are— 


The Trustees of the late George Skene, of Skene. 
William M‘Combie, Esq. of Easter Skene. 
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The Society of Advocates in Aberdeen, Hill Carnie. 
Alexander Crombie, Esq. of Leddach. 

Captain Thomas Shepherd, of Kirkville. 

The Representatives of the late Mansfield Forbes, Kinmundy. 
Andrew Fowler, Esq. of Broadioch. 

John Anderson, Esq. of Westhill. 

The Trustees of Murray and Hutton’s Mortification, Concraig. 
The Dean of Guild of Aberdeen, Easter Carnie. 

Messrs. Alexander Hadden & Sons, Garlogie Mills. 

Robert Low, Esq. of Fiddie. | 
Williamson Rust, Esq. of Auchinclech. 

John Forbes, Esq. of Newton of Auchinclech. 

The Trustees of John Smith, of Easter Ord. 

Ewen Macdonald, Esq. of Johnstone. 


And 12 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years, and the 
general rotation of cropping that of the fifth and sixth-shift 
courses. The soil and climate are well adapted for turnips 
and grass, but in some parts not so favourable for grain, espe- 
cially on the lower mossy grounds in late seasons. 

Farm Houses.—These have been much improved of late 
years. On the larger farms they are generally commodious 
buildings, and mostly have slated roofs. On the smaller places 
the houses are not so good, but-on all great improvements 
have been made during the past two 19 years. 

Fences.—Most of the fields are enclosed by dry stone dykes, - 
there being abundance of material suited for that purpose 
throughout the parish. Good specimens of these inclosures 
are to be seen on the home farm of Easter Skene, Kirkville, 
and on other farms throughout the parish. | 

Drainage.—A good deal of the land recently brought into 
cultivation has been drained during the course of improve- 
ment; and a considerable extent of the old tilly land has been 
thorough drained, but not much of it subsoiled, two operations 
which should go almost together, at least subsoiling should 
follow thorough draining on all retentive sub-soils, in order 
that the drains may have a speedier effect. On the flat land 
along the Leuchar burn, drainage is impracticable until the 
outfall be deepened—the Linn of Culter be cleared away. 

Cattle Stock—In the earlier years of sending fat stock to 
the London market, some of the best bullocks were sent from 
this parish by the late Mr. Milne, in Fornet, before the intro- 
duction of shorthorns. At Easter Skene there 1s a first-class 
polled herd, where great attention is paid to the selection of 
_ pure animals, This breed is considered hardier than the 

-shorthorn, and well suited to the climate of the district, but 
they require equally great attention and care as to feeding as 
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the shorthorn, which, with the crosses, constitute the larger — 
proportion of cattle in the parish. | | 
| Mansion Houses. Po | 

The House of Skene, for the most part, is a modern, building, 
‘in the baronial or semi-castellated style of architecture, the 
oldest part of it having evidently stood for several cen- 
turies, but there is no date upon it.* There are some fine 
paintings in the house, and an extensive rhea of books, 
containing upwards of 6000 volumes in ancient history and 
modern literature, all in an excellent state of preservation. 
The grounds and gardens are very ornamental, and laid out” 
with great taste, showing that, while money has been liberally 
expended, it has been judiciously laid out. 

Easter Skene—This house was built by the present pro- 
prietor, and is a neat building in the Tudor style of architec- 
ture, surrounded by thriving plantations, ‘and commanding a 
fine view of the loch and the lower range of the Grampian 
mountains, 

Kirkville House now belongs to Captain Shepherd. It was 
built in 1826 in the cottage style of architecture, and is sur- 
rounded by thriving belts of hardwood trees. 

The Manse is an excellent commodious building, situated in 
a sheltered situation some distance north of the church and 
the Kirktown. The Church, which is centrically situated, was 
built in 1801, and is seated for 700. The Free Church Manse 
and Church stand upon the north side of the Alford road, 
within a short distance of the loch of Skene. 


Roads. 


The chief leading roads are the Aberdeen and Alford road, 
which intersects the central part of the parish, from Broadioch 
in Newhills, to Corskie in Cluny, a distance of nearly 52 miles ; 
and the Aberdeen and Tarland road, by Hill Carnie, intersects 
the southern parts from the burn of Broadioch to Garlogte, 
a distance of three miles, five furlongs. Cross roads lead 
northward through Line of Skene towards Kintore, and from 
the Kirktown and Leddach to Auchronie, and also from Law- 
sondale, by Wester Kinmundy, to the cross roads of Auchin- 
elech to Kinnellar. South of the Aberdeen and Alford road 
there is a very useful road leading from the Free Church to 

* Tig said there have been twenty-eight lairds of Skene in a direct suc- 
cession, for most of them have been short lived.”—Collection for a History 
of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff.—Spalding Club, 1843. The avers a 

0 


the name of Skene, as lairds of Skene, became extinct in 1827, by the deat 
George Skene, Esq. of Skene. The lands are now under the management of 


Trustees. The Earl of. Fife is heir of entail. 
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Roadside of Garlogie, and another leading from the Alford 
road at Leddach through the Carnies to the Peter Culter, with 
a branch leading to the Ords, and Aberdeen by Countesswells. 
With these, and several other short cross roads, the parish is 
well accommodated. The church of Skene is eight miles, seven 
furlongs from Aberdeen. Upon the Alford road the Cluny coach 
runs along this road every lawful day to and from Aberdeen ; 
and upon the Tarland road, there is a coach runs from Echt 
to and from Aberdeen every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday. 

The projected line of Railway to Aberdeen would start from 
the Buxburn Station of the Great North line, and be carried 
along the valley of the Buxburn to Broadioch and the Bishop- 
dams bridge on the Alford road, thence along the south side 
of said road by Leddach, Netherton, and the Mills of Garlogie 
to Echt ; or, it could be extended along the north side of the 
loch of Skene to Cluny, neither of these places being accom- 


modated at present by any of the existing lines of railway. 


Mills and Manufactories. 


_ There are four meal mills in the parish. At Garlogie there 
is a manufactory for spinning wool, belonging to an Aberdeen 
firm, who manufactures it into carpets there. About 100 people 
are generally employed at the work. Water-power, from the 
loch of Skene, is chiefly employed in propelling the machinery, 
but, when the water falls short, auxiliary steam-power Is added. 
The Company have a gas-work for lighting their premises, and 
they have erected numerous cottages for accommodating the 
people employed at the works. There is aschool in connection 
with the works, which is attended by the younger children of 
the work-people during the day, and by the elder and adults 
during the evening after the work is over in the mill. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


There are two Inns 1n the parish, one at Broadstraik, on the 
Alford road, and one at Hill Carnie, on the Echt road. There 
-are several shops licensed to sell spirits, along with other 
articles of merchandise. There are no Fairs in the parish. 


Fuel. 


_ There is an abundance of moss in the parish for fuel, which 
is supplemented by coals brought from Aberdeen. 
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Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF . 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF SKENE, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, .  . - «, £473 13 ik 


Do. from loans raised on the security of Assessments, p 250 0 
- Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ; 14 1 O§ 
Total receipts, . : ; é ‘ . £737 14 2 
Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £500 0 4 
Relief of Casual Poor, : ; : : 219 9 “ 
Medical Relief, . ‘ : : : ; ‘ 1410 0 
Management, . : : ‘ ; é 37 13 
Repayment of money borrowed, é ; , 197 21 : 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, . —.. - @ 4 1412 3 
Total expenditure, ‘ ; ; ; “ £752 6-5 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ta MAY, 1871,,AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


| Relieved during the year. D ee to; Cagual Poor. 
Population : Fatuous 
n 


Regis- _| Other me 
1861. Males. | Females. | Total. poe tered gal ea Casual | P ees Insane. 
y Poor. * Poor. 


— Pere eenemame eee = 























1,831 | 23} 45 | 68 | 44 | 12 | 3 | 6 6 | 7) 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three 
elected members on the Board. | 


IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the year 1318, King Robert I. erected the lands and loch 
of Skene into a barony, in favour of his faithful servant Ro- 
bert Skene, “ which charter may be seen at Skene, the seat of -. 
the Chief of this name, the first of which was so called from | 
having killed a wolf with a skeen or dagger. The arms of 
Skene are—gules, three durks or skeens, supported by three 
wolves’ heads ; or, crest, an arm holding a garland ; supporters, 
two Highlanders; motto, Virtutis regia merces.” “ Fornet, 
once the Earl of Kintore’s, afterwards one Deuchar’s, is near 
Skene. Concraig, formerly Kintore’s, built by the present 
Simpson of Concraig, who had been factor to that Earl.”* 


* Collections of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff. Spalding Club, 1843. 
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TIl.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish of Skene has for its tutelar Saint Bride, and the 
Principal of St. Leonard’s College, Saint Andrew’s was its 
patron. 

The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £23, and the 
Glebe and garden at £18. Stipend, £150, with an allowance 
of £8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. In some years the 
stipend exceeds this amount, as some of the heritors pay 
their proportions by the fiars’ prices. The Free Church Manse 
and garden are valued at £25. The Schoolhouse and garden 
at Skene are valued at £10; the Free Church Shoolhouse and 

arden at the Mason Lodge are valued at £10; the School- 

ouse and ground at the Congregational place of worship at 
Blackhills are valued at £2; and the Schoolhouse and garden 
at Lyne are valued at £5. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
John Anderson of Westhills is chairman ; John Wyness, Mains, 
clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
chism taught. There is only one school at present in the pa- 
rish under the supervision of the Board, with male and female 
teachers, and 130 scholars, Population of the parish in 1871, 
1,842. 

Inbraries.—There is a parochial library, supported by an- 
nual contributions of 1s. each by each reader, and a brary 
connected with,the Sabbath schools, supported by an annual 
contribution of 6d. from each member of the Society. 

Parochial Registers.—The oldest Session records commence 
in the year 1676, and continue to 1696 ; the second, from 1709 
to 1714; the third, from 1720 to 1744; after which year they 
‘have been regularly kept till the present time. The register 
of baptisms begins in 1726, and has been carried on to the 
present time. The register of marriages begins in 1756, and is 
continued to 1793, then there is a blank of 20 years; and 
from 1813 it has been regularly kept. A cash-book of the 
distribution of the poor’s funds has been kept from the year 
1744, and minutes of the meetings of heritors for the last 10 
years have been regularly kept.* 

Church Collections.—These amounted to £30 4s. 04d. for the — 
- year ended 14th May, 1871, of which sum £4 12s. 8d. was ex- 
pended on the relief of the poor. : 


* Statistical Account of Skene, 1843. 
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IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE are the remains of a stone circle on the farin of Gask, 
and in the wood of upper Terryvale there is a large standing- 
stone. On the north face of the hill of Auchronie there is a 
large stone, marked “ Drum Stone, Harlaw, 1411.” . On New- 
ton of Auchincleth there are the remains of a stone circle, and 
on Hillhead of Concraig there is the Clach-mhor, or “ the big- 
stone ;” and, from it may have arisen the name of Auchinclec 
in Gaelic, Auchadh-na-cloiche, that is “the field of the stone,” 
likely to have commemorated some fatal scene— 


‘* We raised this stone, and bade it speak to other years.”—Ossian. 


About a mile north-east of the church are the remains of a 
ring-post on the top of the Keir-hill, which appear to be of 
Roman origin, and supposed to be one of the points of observa- 
tion on the route between the camp in Peter Culter, on the Dee, 
and the camp of Glenmailen. From the remains of the wall it 
appears to have been a place of considerable strength, as its 
name indicates. It is a genuine primitive of the Gaelic 
language—Cuer, which occurs as an English prefix, and Keir, 
as a Scotch, both meaning a fortified place. umerous cairns 
or tumuli are to be found in the woods of Garlogie and what 
is said to be remains of a camp, but of which there is no 
tradition ; and on Hill Carnie there are large collections of 
stones, and an unfinished monument intended to comme- 
morate the passing of the Reform Act of 1832. Near to 
the house of Blackhills the remains of two stone coffins 
were found; and on the supposed track of the road leadin 

from the Dee northward, two Roman urns, a Roman sword, 
and the points of two spear heads were found some years — 
ago. “Among the antiquities may also be noticed some. 
valuable manuscripts in the library of Skene House, beauti- 
fully written, previous to the invention of printing; and, not . 
less valuable to the proprietors of the lands of Skene, the 
adentical Skian by which the lands were won, said to be in the - 
possession of a relative of the family.” * : 


* Statistical Account of Skene, 1843. 
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‘PARISH OF SLAINS. 


PRESBYTERY OF ELLON—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 


| Etymology. 
THE name of this parish has been written Slains as far back as 
can be traced ; aid as to that of Forvie, no satisfactory account 
can be given; neither are there any satisfactory records when 
Forvie (now overblown with sand) was united to Slains. 


Boundaries. 


The parish is bounded on the north by Cruden ; on the east 
by the German Ocean; on the south and south-west by the 
river Ythan and the parishes of Foveran and Logie-Buchan ; 
and on the west, also by Logie-Buchan. 

: kxtent. 

The greatest length of the parish in a direct line is from 
the mouth of the Ythan to near Auchenten in Cruden, nearly 
seven miles ; and its greatest breadth, also in direct line, from 
the sea to near Birness, is 44 miles. The whole area is com- 
puted to be 9,276 acres. 

Topography. 

The surface of the parish is undulatory, rising from the 
Ythan and from the sea shore, the north part of which, from 
Hackley-head to the march with Cruden, is composed of a 
series of rocky cliffs, ranging from 50 to 150 feet above sea 
level; and from Hackley-head to the mouth of the Ythan, 
about one-third of the aihale sea-board, the shore 1s composed 
of fine sand—“the sands of Forvie, which presents a scene 
more in accordance with the desolation of an African wilder- 
ness, than the blue hills and green fields of my native Cale- 
donia.” * From the Preventive Coastguard station, northward 
to Hell’s-lum, the rocks are bold and precipitous, with many 
caves entering from the sea, the Dropping Cave, or White Cave 
of Slains, being one of the chief natural curiosities of the dis- 
trict. The cave of Hell’s-lum is said to be upwards of 200 


* Aberdeen Magazine for May, 1832. 

+ ‘The sea reaches to the mouth of it, at high water. Upon entering, one 
sees the water oozing from a spongy porous rock on the top and sides, which 
falla down in pretty large drops, like a very moderate shower ; these drops are 
of a rccaareatle petrifying nature. They gradually and imperceptibly (not in- 
stantanevusly, as has been said) line the cave with curious stalactistical incrus- 
tations, in very different and strange forms. A great deal of these incrusta- 

tions was taken out some years ago, and turned into lime,”—Old Statistical. 
Account, vol. v., p. 278. | 
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feet in length, and, in some places, 30 feet in height. About. 
a mile north of the church are the ruins of the old castle of | 
Slains, anciently the seat of the Errol family. It stands:on the 
. top of “ bold precipitous rocks and steep braes, with a fine bay 
on the north, and a broad sweep inland on the south, over | 
which the rocks tower to a magnificent height, form the prin- 
cipal features of the place.”* There is one fissure about 30 
yards in length, four feet in width, and from 20 to 30 feet in 
height, called the Needle’s Eye, which runs through a round 
hill near the manse. This fissure or tunnel, perforates a round 
bluff hill of solid rock, which is covered with a layer of earth 
to the depth of several feet, and its sides are polished by the 
action of the waves, which, in an easterly gale, rushes through 
it with terrific violence. “The chief celebrity of these caves,” 
says Mr. Dunn, “arose from their having afforded excellent 
places of concealment for contraband goods, in the high and 
palmy state of smuggling, which was carried on here to an 
almost incredible extent.” + 

The sands of Forvie stretch from the Ythan along the sea- 
shore to near the village of Collieston, and average fully a mile 
in breadth, covering nearly 2,000 acres of land. They are 
composed of a series of sand and scantily covered bent hillocks, 
representing a sandy desert of no mean magnitude, and ter- 
minated on the north by the Sand-loch and the loch of Cot- 
hill, both being about 110 feet above sea level. North and 
westward of the church, the parish presents an undulating 
oA ale The Muckle Loch, being surrounded on three 
sides by the Kippet-hills (which are about 50 feet above its 
level), is 184 feet; the mosses of Loch Lundie range from 220 
to 240 feet; and the road on the boundary with Cruden, 
opposite to South Kiplaw, is 278 feet above sea level. 





Geology and Soils. 


The rocks along the sea shore consist of gneiss and mica slate, 
intersected by thin veins of quartz, forming the shelving cliffs. 
The direction of the strata is from north-east to south-west, 
and the dip north-east. Rolled blocks of granite are found in 
the north-west division, but no beds have yet been found in 
situ. | | 

Deposits. — Large deposits of flow moss occur in Loch 
Lundie, and at one time the extent of ground covered with 
moss exceeded 400 acres. On the borders of the Muckle Loch 
the Kippet-hills (which are at a lower level than the moss) are 


* Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, edition 1858. 
+ Statistical Account of Slains, 1840. 
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composed of gravel mixed with rounded or abraded limestones, 
which are very rare in Scotland. These limestones, or rolled 
masses, are small in size, rarely exceeding 16 lbs. in weight, of 
a lightish colour, remarkably free of iron, exhibiting imperfect 
impressions of Producti, and threads of sea weed. The burn- 
ing of these limestones was at one time carried on to a great 
extent, as the excavations along the whole line of ridge show, 
but the workings have been given up for some time. There is 
also in the northern division of the parish a calcareous sand, 
which was long extensively used as a manure, and may still be 
profitably employed on newly reclaimed land. It is of a hot 
nature, and many specimens are to be seen of its injudicious 
application on difforent farms. “Fortunately, however, the 
scorched places are only in small patches here and there, the 
surrounding land having had strength enough to resist its in- 
fluence. This sand varies in colour and size. It is chiefly of 
a greyish hue, and from the strata visible throughout, it is 
evidently of marine production, as the strata consists of pul- 
verized shells,” * 

Sotls—The chief character of the soil and subsoil is clay of 
the heaviest description which is overlaid by drifting sand on 
the south, loamy soil, extending on an average of a mile in 
breadth over the central parts from south to north, “and, but 
for the climate and want of shelter, it would vie with the most 
fertile parts of Scotland.” 

Hydrography. 

The lower part of the Ythan bounds the parish from the sea 
to the burn which bounds it with Logie-Buchan, which forms 
the outlet from the Muckle-loch of Slains—a fine sheet of 
water. It contains about 70 acres, and averages about 20 
feet in depth, but, in one place, it has been ascertained to be 
52 feet. The other lochs, called the Cot-hill and the Sand- 
loch, have evidently been formed by the drifting sands of 
Forvie, and each covers a space of about 15 acres. Along the 
sea shore there are many springs of pure water, which issue 
from the base of the high, steep, “downy braes,” as abundant 
in quantity as a rivulet, and sufficient to turn an ordinary mill. 
In the neighbourhood of Collieston, and by the ruins of the 
old ‘kirk of Forvie, are some chalybeate springs, but their 
medicinal qualities have never been properly tested so as to 
gain them any repute. 

Fishings. 
The sea fishery is -prosecuted by the inhabitants of Collie- 
* Statistical Account of Slains, 1840, p. 590. 4 
| Y 
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ston and the Old Castle, and there is great variety of fish 
caught off the shore of Slains. They consist of cod, ling, had- 
docks, whiting, mackerel, hollibut, turbot, or rodden fleuk, sole; 
flounders of different kinds; but what they chiefly deperid - 
upon are haddocks and cod, which they catch in great abun- 
dance. The haddock fishing especially, yields a handsome 
income to those engaged in it. They produce haddocks of a 
peculiar flavour, known as “Collieston speldings,” which are 
prepared and dried upon the shelving rocks along the shore. 
The river fishing in the Ythan consists of salmon and trout 
of various kinds, flounders, mussels, and cockles; but the fish- . 
ings in the river chiefly belong to proprietors in the adjoining 
parishes. In the Muckle-loch there is an abundance of perch, 
pike, and eels. 
Arboriculture and Botany. 


There is not a single tree along the sea-hoard part of the 
parish. A few elder bushes may be seen at farm yards, and 
some neglected whin hedge rows in the central division. At 
the residence of Pitlurg there is some ground planted with 
hardwood, but they have by no means a thriving appearance, 
though situated at a considerable distance inland, and sheltered 
from the north-east winds by the ridge of the Kippet-hills 
and the ridges surrounding the moss of Loch Lundie. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of the pro- 
prietors, the following abstract will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at he above No. at and above No. at ra above No. atandabove No. at and above 


5 £10 £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
21 15 20 16 «AB 
And 2 occupants of houses and land under £4 of yearly value. 


Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Slains, year 


1872-73, . : ‘ . ‘ ‘ ; ; £6,291 17 —8 

No. Salmon Fishing of Forvie, and Ferry at Waterside, . 53 0 0 

Do. Houses and Boats’ Fishings of Collieston and Old Castle, 96 14 11 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, ‘ ; 41 410 - 

Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ; 112.0 O 








Total value, ; .  . « £6,594 17 6 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 sterling, are— | 


Captain John Gordon of Cluny. 
‘John Gordon Cuming Skene, Esq. of Pitlurg and Leask. 
_- Gordon Forlong, Esq., Life-renter of paré of Pitlurg. 


And 7 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value, - 
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- Farming.—The duration of leases is 19 years. The rota- 
tion of cropping is the fifth and sixth-shift courses, the former 
revailing. ee the currency of the present and _preced- 
ing leases, the whole land in the parish capable of tillage has 
been brought into cultivation, and the most part of it has 
been drained ; some of it has twice undergone that operation, 
in consequence of the different opinions entertained as to 
whether drains in stiff clay soils should be put down at 35 
feet apart and four feet in depth ; or whether at 18 feet apart 
and three feet in depth. The former plan being insisted upon 
by the Government inspectors (whose laws are like those of 
the Medes and Persians), and the latter by the tenants, whose 
plans, in this case at least, had the advantage that the drains 
acted within a reasonable time, while the others remained in- 
operative, and, in the words of one of the most intelligent 
farmers in Slains, “ there they remain hermetically sealed.” 

It is to Mr. Gordon of Cluny, however, that the honour 
belongs of introducing the appliance of steam in the cultiva- 
tion of the soil, and Slains may well be proud of the honour 
of being the first place in Aberdeenshire where steam plough- 
ing was inaugurated on the 24th April, 1872. 

Mr. Gordon, who is ever ready to assist in furthering the 
progress of agriculture, negotiated with Fowler & Co., of Leeds, 
for one of their sets of tackle, which consisted of two locomo- 
tive engines of 12 horse-power each, with winding drums, 800 ° 
yards of steel rope, and 10 porters. The plough used on the 
day of trial was one of Fowler's Patent Balance Ploughs, im- 
proved to suit the soil by Mr. Pirie, Kinmundy, who furnished 
the mould boards, which, in his experience, he considered 
better adapted for the soil of the district. The plough had 
four mould boards on each side or end of a large metal frame. 
The coulters are fixed on a bevel beam, and by altering their 
positions along the beam, in either direction, a wider or nar- 
rower furrow is cut at pleasure. Ly removing the ordinary 
mould boards used in ploughing, and substituting shorter ones, 
or “ digging breasts,”.as they are called, a tillage can be effected 
equal, if not superior, to spade husbandry, which leaves the 
land thoroughly exposed to the action of the atmosphere. 

The experiments took place on the farm of Brownhill, 
tenanted by Mr. Cruickshank. At 10 o’clock every thing was 
ready for starting, an engine being placed at each end of the 
field, The first experiment was with the plough on a field of 
lea, of a somewhat concave nature, which did not necessitate 
_ the use of the porters. . The field was of a stiT ucequal nature, | 
but not at all unsuitable for the experiment. At the given 
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_ signal—a whistle from No. 1 Engine—No. 2 Engine began to 
‘wind up the rope to which the plough was attached, and away 
went the nloust: turning over four furrows in good style; but — 
after a few rounds had been made, and the plough better tem- 
pered, the work was declared excellent for a first trial. The- 
packing was fair, and the furrows pretty allan set up, al- 
though, in the opinion of some, they might have been a little 
more so. The length of the field was a little over 400 yards, 
and the time occupied in going each round about 20 minutes. 
Soon after the ploughing experiment was over the engines 
steamed away to an adjoiding field, dragging the implements 
along with them, where the cultivator was to be tried. The 
field was one of stiff red clay, of great depth, and well suited 
to test the merits of the engines and cultivators. After the 
engines had been properly placed, the cultivator was started, 
and proved at once to be a most efficient and useful implement 
—worthy of its name. It was mounted upon a strong iron 
frame on three wheels, the front one being used for steering. 
The cultivator varies in size, and the implement used had nine 
tines, and wrought admirably. 

The next experiment was with the “ digger,’ which, as 
already stated, is formed by taking the mould-board off the 

lough and putting on the “ digging breasts.” This process, 
owever, does not Seeupy much time, and the work performed 
was the most successful part of the day’s experiments. | 

“The drag” was the last implement used, and wrought to a 
great depth in the mosf effectual manner. The drag can 
easily be converted into a harrow, simply by changing the 
tines. 

Altogether, the day’s experiments were quite a success, and 
augurs well for those who contemplate aarahaeine a similar set 
of tackle. From a published list of prices we learn that the 
price of Fowler's Double Engine Tackle is—Two 12 horse- 

ower traction engines, £1,180; 800 yards hard steel rope; 
£84 10s. ; 10 rope porters, £10. Total cost of tackle, £1,274 ; 
cost of implements, £286; making a total cost of apparatus, 
£1,560. The cost of ploughing or digging stubble, not exceed- 
ing 8 inches, 10s. 6d. per acre; from 8 to 10 inches, 12s. per 
acre. The cost of [ iere er acre, is, when cultivating to 
a depth not exceeding 10 inches, 9s. 6d.; above 10 and not 
exceeding 12 inches, 12s, per acre. The consumpt of coal 
ranges from 1 to 14 cwt. per hour for single engine system, 
and from 2 to 24 cwt. for a double engine system. 
Mr. J. A. Davidson, manager for the Scottish Steam Culti- 
vation Company, superintended the details of the work during 
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oe day, with the able assistance of Mr. Macdonald, factor for 
uny. | 

Houses.—The houses upon the larger farms are, in general, — 
substantial and commodious. Most of them have thrashing 
machines attached, but only a few are propelled by water- 
power. 

Fences.—There is a great want of fences of a permanent 
description, earthen mounds, with wooden pailing and wire 
on the top, form the chief enclosures throughout this bare 
district. 

Cattle Stock—The rearing and feeding of cattle stock is 
much attended to by the farmers in this district, and the im- 
provement made by drainage and the introduction of steam 
ploughing will tend to meliorate the stiff clay soils, and will 
enable the farmers in Slains to raise better crops of turnips 
for feeding their stock, and sweeten the grass for grazing 
purposes. 

Mansion Houses. 


The only Mansion House in the parish is that of the House 
of Pitlurg, which was built in 1828. It is an elegant small 
residence, surrounded by some clumps of hardwood trees. It 
is life-rented, and is, along with the estate, now for sale. 


Villages. 

There are two villages in the parish—Collieston and Old 
Castle, almost whdlly inhabited by fishermen. The population 
of Collieston in 1840 was 167 ; in 1861, 410; and in 1871, 442, 
That of Old Castle in 1840, 48; in 1861, 62; and in 1871, 80. 


Roads. 

The chief road connected with the parish is the road be- 
tween the Waterside-ferry and Cruden. The Ellon and Peter- 
head road runs along the north-west boundary for. a short 
distance below Birness, and the Collieston and Ellon road 
affords a direct communication with the post town of Ellon 
and the railway station there. The church is distant from 
the Ellon Railway Station six miles, and it is 19} miles from 
Aberdeen. | 

Bridges. 


At present the long-talked of bridge across the Ythan at 
the Waterside-ferry is likely to be carried into effect. The 
estimated Gost is said to be £3,550, of which upwards of £3,000 
has already been subscribed. The bridge will be in the most 
- direct line of communication betwixt Aberdeen and Peterhead, 
and a bridge at this ferry would afford ready access at all 
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times to the shipping port of Newburgh, which, at present, is 
only accessible from the north by wheeled carriages at low water. 
| Fairs, Inns, &c. 
There are no fairs held in this parish. There are three inns 
or alehouses, and one shop licensed to sell spirits, but not to 
be consumed on the premises. | 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF SLAINS, DURING 2 
THE YEAR ENDED 1]4ru MAY, 1871. 





Receipts from Assessments, . P , , i ‘ : £33216 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, : ; . 16 4 9 
Total receipts, . : : ; ‘ , : ; £349 1 3 
; Hapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, ; . £342 19 104 
Relief of Casual Poor, . . . . .«. . 419 7% 
Medical Relief, ; ‘ ; ; ; : . 100 0 
Management, . : : ; ; , ‘ . 84 1 0 
Expended on Buildings not authorised, . ; ‘ 416 9 
Excess of expenditure over receipts, ~ 6 « 6 , 47:16 0 
Total expenditure, : ; ‘ ‘ : £396 17 3 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE | 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to Casual Poor. 


Relieved during the year. roselve relief. 


phan ue ner eerie eee | snnneeeteinewnnseeeenmmeencntn | sertneeinsinnstntnseT Fatuous 
; or 
1861. _| Regis- _| Other z 

Males, | Females. | Total. acta tered gots Casual Depeae Insane. 


Poor. Poor. 




















Cc eeeemnaenened 


1,266 12 32 44 15 4 2 0 18 2 








The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 88 and 34; with a classification of 
rates upon tenants and occupants; and there are two elected~ 
members upon the Board. 


Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“ HERE stood the old parish church of Furvie (dedicated to 
Saint Fidamnan, Abbot of Icolmkill, who died September the 
twenty-third, A.D. D.CC. IV., having sate twenty-five years, 
anno aetatis seventy-seven), overblown by the sands.” Such . 
is the brief account of Forvie which appears in the “ View of — 
the Diocese of Aberdeen.” “But,” says Dr. Pratt, “ where 
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authentic history fails, popular tradition—aided probably by a 
love of the marvellous—comes to our assistance.” The eR ies 
of the Statistical Account of the parish, 1840, says, “ All my 
endeavours to ascertain the era at which the parish of Forvie 
was united to Slains, have entirely failed.” Nor is the period 
at which the parish was overblown, very well authenticated. 
“Tt is said that the calamity happened about the year 1688, 
and that it was the result of a furious easterly gale of nine days 
duration.” The traditionary tale, according to Dr. Pratt, is as 
follows: “About four hundred years ago, the proprietor to 
whom the parish then belonged, died. leaving his lands to his 
three daughters. In that lawless age, the helpless Pl ao 
were, through fraud and violence, despoiled of their inherit- 
ance. Being thrown upon the world, they, in the bitterness 
of their hearts, prayed to heaven to avenge their wrongs, and 
to make the fair fields of which they had been so unjustly 
defraiided, worthless to the ravager and his posterity. An old 
rhyme embodies the maledictions of the fair sufferers :— 
‘‘ Yf evyr maydenis malysone © | 

Dyd licht upon drye lande, 

Let nocht bee funde in Furvye’s glebys 

Bot thystl, bente, and sande.” 

“Time passed on, and still the prayer seemed unheard ; but, 
at length, a furious storm arose, which raged, without inter- 
mission, for nine days. The maiden’s weird was accomplished. 
Such is the tradition. The fact is certain; the parish of Forvie 
is now a sandy desert.” 

Slains Castle, once the seat of the Cummins, Earls of Buchan, 
afterwards the residence of the Erroll family, was demolished 
in 1594 by King James VI. 

In the “Memoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, by David 
Moysie, p. 120, Edinburgh, 1830,” we read that “The Kingis 
Majestie come to Aberdein with his armie, about the xv day 
of October (1594). The housis of Straboggie and Slaynis, 
with the Newtoun, a gallant house, wer distroyed and dimo- 
lischit, and the King rode theare to that effect in propper 
persone. His Majestie remanit at Aberdein v or vj weekis, 
and depairting for skearstie of wineris, left behind him the 
duik of Lennox leiftennent.” 

“There is some doubt whether the castle owed its origin to 
Fergus, Earl of Buchan, who lived about the time of William 
the Lyon, or to the Cummins, who shortly afterwards succeeded 
to the earldom through marriage with Marjory, or Margaret, 
only daughter of Fergus, and Countess of Buchan in her own 
right.” Certain it is that it was destroyed by King James 
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VI., when he marched into the north, after the battle of Bal- 
rinnes, to reduce the powerful Earls of Huntly and Erroll to 
obedience. | 
Near Collieston, in one of the creeks, is a pool called by the 
fishermen St. Catherine’s Dub, where feadition has always 
affirmed that the St. Catherine, one of the ships of the Spanish 
Armada, was wrecked in 1588. “The truth of this report is 
confirmed by the fact that, in 1855, the late Rev. Mr. Rust, 
parish minister of Slains, succeeded in raising one of the guns 
-from this pool. This gun is complete in every respect, and not 
even corroded. The quality of the cast-iron is such, that a 
blacksmith in the neighbourhood, after a severe test, was dis- 
posed to pronounce it malleable iron. The extreme length of 
the gun is seven feet nine inches; from the muzzle to the 
touch-hole, six feet nine inches. The diameter of the bore is 
about three and one-fourth inches. The ball and wadding were 
in a perfect state of preservation ; the weight of the ball 1s four 
ounds. The whole was lately to be seen at the Manse of 
Slains, It is said there are more guns in the same pool.” * 
About the end of the last, and commencement of the pre- 
sent century, smuggling, alias free trading, was carried on to 
a large extent along the shores of this parish. “Collieston, 
the neighbourhood of which abounds in caves and creeks, 
afforded a favourable nucleus for these contraband transac- 
tions ; but so little was the feeling of disgrace attached to this 
demoralising traffic, that scarcely a family along the coast, 
from the Don to the Spey, but was more or less engaged in it. 
Through the agency of one individual selected for his sagacity 
and unobtrusive demeanour, exclusive smuggling was here 
carried on. The places of concealment were generally those 
natural caves already mentioned; but where these did not 
exist, artificial hiding-places were constructed along the coast, 
generally in the sands. They were formed of bricks, or of 
planks of wood, capable of containing from 60 to 200 tubs of - 
gin. The place selected for ‘a concealment’ was generall 
near some hollow or knoll, where the farm-servants and fisher- 
women—who were all employed when there was a ‘run’— _ 
might deposit the kegs or bales which they brought from the — 
lugger, it being a rule among the free-traders to let none, 
except those directly concerned, know the exact place of con- 
cealment. This ‘concealment,’ which had been previously 
measured off from some particular point, was so constructed 
that the roof should be, at least, six feet below the surface— 
that being the length of the excise officer’s searching-spears. | 
* Buchan, by Dr. Pratt, 1858, pp. 25, 26. | 
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Thus the exact distance, and the direction of the land-mark, 
utah well known, and could be found even in the darkest 
night. 

“Those employed to open the ‘concealment’ were provided 
with two pieces of sail-cloth. On the one the dry sand at the 
surface was deposited ; on the other, that which lay deeper. 
The entrance to the pit was at one side, and to reach it, a 
depth of eight or nine feet had to be dug. The assistants 
being discharged—generally with a keg of gin or a package of 
tea—the partners, with their own hands, transferred the trea- 
sure from its temporary resting place to the concealment. 
When safely stowed away, the damp sand was thrown back, 
and then the dry, on the surface—the foot-prints being care- 
fully obliterated, so that the exciseman might have passed the 
spot immediately after without discovering anything to excite 
his suspicions. 

“Tt was generally known about what time ‘The Crooked 
Mary,’ a noted lugger, might be expected with a cargo. This 
vessel was commanded by a man as bold, astute, and adven- 
turous as Dirck Hatterick himself. At Slains, Cruden, Peter- 
head, and elsewhere along the coast, parties were on the out- 
look throughout the course of the day. The skipper, having 
orougn his vessel within sight of land, gave the preconcerted 
signal; and, having lingered in the offing till this was 
answered, he stood out to sea till nightfall. In the meantime 
intelligence was eonveyed to those concerned, and all ordinary 
business was immediately suspended. Men might be seen 
stealing along from house to house; or a fisher-girl would 
hurry to the neighbouring village, and deliver a brief message, 
which, to a byestander, would sound very like nonsense, but 
which, nevertheless, was well understood by the person to 
whom it was given. Other beacons, not calculated to attract 
general notice, but sufficiently understood by the initiated, 
soon made their appearance, fan Beane the news from place 
to place. As soon as the evening began to close in, the Crooked 
Mary might be observed rapidly approaching land, and occa- 
sionally giving out signals, indicating the creek into which she 
meant to run. * 


* “Duncan Ayre, the commander of a king’s cutter, was sent to watch and 
capture the notorious lugger ; but the skipper for a long time eluded his a 
ance, and occasionally provoked him by coolly sailing under his bows, after 
having safely dischazged his cargo. At last, however, Ayre descried the lugger 
at sea, and bore down upon her ; but the skipper, knowing that he was beyond 
the prescribed limits, made no effort to escape. Ayre, delighted to have his 
' tormentor within his grasp, scrupled not to capture her.”—Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, 
Appendix F., pp. 302, 303. 
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“There are many amusing anecdotes still extant of the hair- 
breadth escapes of the free-traders, and of the many.devices 
adopted to divert the attention of ‘the gaugers. Nor would 
this account of the so-called free-trade be complete without 
some mention of a tragic event connected with it, and which 
bears ample evidence of having furnished our great Scottish 
novelist with the groundwork of a striking episode in his story 
of Guy Mannering :— 

“On December 18, 1798, a lugger had succeeded in landing 
her cargo. During the following day, information of this 
event, together with that of the transfer of the cargo to the~ 
interior, during the succeeding night, was conveyed to the 
exciseman. Anderson, the officer in question, having secured _ 
the assistance of two others, proceeded in the evening to a spot: _ 
about a quarter of a mile north of the kirk of Slains, where the ° 
earts with the booty were expected to pass. Soon after the 
officers had taken up their position, the carts were heard ap- 
proaching, but, as usual, preceded by several avant couriers to 
‘clear the way.’ One of these, Philip Kennedy, a man of un- 
daunted courage and resolution, was the first to encounter 
them. Seeing the danger, he seized hold, successively, of two 
of the officers, whom he succeeded in keeping down under his 
ae grasp, calling to his companions to secure the other. 

ut these, possessing neither the courage nor the devotedness 
of poor Kennedy, decamped, and hid themselves among the . 
tall broom which, at that time, clothed the neighbouring braes. 
Anderson, the officer still at liberty, attacked Kennedy, who 
was holding on to his prisoners, and, with his sword, inflicted 
repeated wounds on his head; but Kennedy still kept his 
grasp on the prostrate officers ; and Anderson was observed to 

old up his sword to the moon, as if to ascertain whether he 

was using the edge, and then, with one desperate stroke, cleft 
open the poor fellow’s skull. Strange to say, Kennedy, stream- 
ing with blood, made out to reach Kirkton of Slains, a distance 
of nearly a quarter of a mile, where, in the course of a few 
minutes, he expired. His last words were, ‘If all had been as 
true as I was, the goods would have been safe, and I should 
not have been bleeding to death. ” | 

The officers were tried for murder before the High Court of 
Justiciary, in Edinburgh, and acquitted. _ 

In the churchyard of Slains, a plain stone marks the grave 
of poor Kennedy, bearing the following inscription :— 

“To the memory of Philip Kennedy, in Ward, who died the 
19th Dec. 1798. Aged 38.’ - . 
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IIL ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Parish Church and Manse stands about a quarter of a mile 
northwards of Collieston. The Church was built about the be- 
inning of the present century, and is seated for 650. The 
anse and domestic offices are valued at £20; the Glebe and 
garden at £12. Stipend, in 1837—meal, 120 bolls; barley, 
128 bolls, payable by the fiars’ prices, and money, £8 6s. 8d. 
esd ah es teinds, £57 19s. 4d. The parochial school- 
master’s house and garden are valued at £10. The Free Church 
schoolmaster’s house is valued at £6, and the female school 
teacher’s house at Alehousehill is valued at £5. 
School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
, chairman; John Sangster, clerk and 
treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. At the public school there are 100 scholars, and at 
the Bruce: Hay school, 50. Population of the parish, 1871, 
1,355. 
Parochial Registers—These extend back only to 1722, and 
have not been very regularly kept until within a recent period. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


THE ruins of the kirk of Forvie are still visible in the 
Links, being the only vestige throughout the whole sands 
which indicate that this district was once the habitation of 
man. Graves have been discovered around it, but nothin 
found in them except human bones. On the estate of Tenae 
there is another ruin of a religious house. The place where 
the altar stood is plainly discernible :—-“ It 1s small, but a fine 
old ruin. One gable and a gothic window are nearly entire. 
The walls are overgrown with ivy. Ii stands in the middle of a 
small plantation pr stintad firs and alder, on a little eminence 
gently rising from a swampy bottom, with a rivulet half en- 
closing it on the south side.”* It is called St. Adamnan’s 
Chapel, and is situated nearly four miles north of the ruin in 
the Links, therefore it is doubtful whether this be the original 
parish church of Forvie, which was dedicated to St. Fidamnan, 
Abbot of Icolmkill, and appears to have been a building of 
the 13th or 14th century, instead of the 6th or 7th. 

The ruins of Old Slains Castle consist of two sides of a 
solitary tower standing boldly on the top of a peninsular rock, 


* Statistical Account of Slains, 1840. 
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“There is,” says Dr. Pratt, “ every appearance of its having © 
been protected by a deep fosse, with a drawbridge, some re- 
mains of the outworks being still visible. These huge remains — 
of masonry of run-work, thick enough to admit of ample — 
room for a passage in the walls, indicate the original strength 
of the building. ; 

“In close vicinity, and to the north of the old castle, is a 
copious spring of beautifully clear water, always a desideratum 
in the locality of feudal residences.” 


PARISH OF STRATHDON. 





PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





Etymology. 


THE original name of this parish was Invernochty, so called, 
it is said, from the church being situated at one period, at the 
confluence of the Nochty and the Don. The etymology of 
the modern comes from the name of its river, Steath-domhan, 
or, “ the valley of the deep river.” But asthis is one of the 
few Gaelic speaking parishes in Aberdeenshire, we shall give | 
some of the prominent names of places and their derivations, 
some of which are expressive of the local situation, as bein 

on an eminence or hollow, or by the wood or water side, an 

some indicating the names of ancient possessors, Lonach being 
the watch-word of the men of Strathdon. Of the names of 
places we have Delnadamph, in Gaelic Dail-nan-damh, which 
signifies “the field of the oxen.” Dunan-dhu means “ the 
small black fort,” and Auchmore, in Gaelic Achadh-mor, means 
“the large field.” Drumallan means “ the white ridge.” 
oleae aoe means “ the small knoll at the chapel.” lLyn-. 
more, in Gaelic Li-an-more, means “the big grey stream.” 
Locharmick, or Loch-ard-muick, “ the high loch of the sow.” 
Bella-beg, in Gaelic Bealach-beg, means “ the big pass or open- 
ing.” Clashachdhu, or Clash-auch-dhu, “ the 5 lack stone of 
the field.” Invernettie is from In-bhir-neadache, “the con- 
fluence abounding in birds’ nests.” Blairnamuck, or Blar-na- 
muick, “ the battle field of the swine.” Culquhonny, or Cuwl- 
a-chaoinidh, signifies “ the back place of weeping.” Daljarg, 
or Dail-dearg, means “the field of the red point,” and Cor- 
garff, in Gaelic Coire-garth, means “ the rough place or ravine.” 
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Ledmacoy, in Gaelic Leud-magh-reidh, means “ the broad 
smooth plain.” Glenkindie, in GaelicGleann-cinn-dubh, means 
“ the valley of the dark head ;” and Poldullie, in Gaelic Poll- 
dhui, or “the dark pool.” Stroan, in Gaelic Sron, means a 

oint. Candacraig, in Gaelic Caenn-na-craige, “ the point or 

ead of the rock.” Inverernan, in Gaelic Inbhir-er-an, “the 
confluence of the east flowing river.” Rinavon and Rinmore, 
both in Glenkindie, in Gaelic Ruigh-abhuin, “the shealing by 
the river,” and Ruigh-mhor, “ the big shealing.” 


Boundaries. 


The parish, proper, is bounded on the north by Inveravon, 
in Bantishire, and the parish of Glenbucket ; on the east by a 
detached portion of Tarland and Migvie, and the parish of 
Logie-Coldstone ; on the south by the parishes of Glenmuick, 
Tulloch, and Glengairn, and of Crathie and Braemar; and the 
west by the parish of Kirkmichael, in Banffshire. The Glen- 
_ kindie or detached portion is bounded on the north by the 
Cabrach ; on the east by Towie; on the south by Towie and 
part of Migvie; and on the west by Glenbucket. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish from east to west is ee 
cluding the interjecting portion of Glenbucket) from the influx 
of the burn of Kindie with the Don, to the Banfishire boundary 
at Inchrory, 16 miles; and the greatest breadth is, including 
the detached portion of Tarland in Glenernan, nine miles. The 
oss. area of the parish, including the detached portion of 
tlenkindie, is computed to be 47,7374 acres, including 3,557.457 
acres, the area of the detached portion. 
Topography. 

The appearance of the surface of the parish in the lower 
parts is beautifully diversified, now presenting all the appear- 
ance of fertility, with the Don winding through the principal 
strath, and again the wild rugged scenery of the Highlands. 
From Glenkindie to Glenernan there is a considerable extent 
of arable land along the river, with some fine haughs regu- 
larly subdivided and enclosed. The lower slopes of the hills 
over the same distance are mostly covered with alee A eat 
tations of a very beautiful description, especially those of Newe, 
Candacraig, Inverernan, and Edinglassie. From Glenernan to 
the Castle of Corgarff the strath becomes narrower, the moun- 
tains rising almost from the stream, with occasional patches of 
cultivation clumps of planted firs, and copse-wood consisting 
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of birch and aspen trees. From Corgarff to the source of the 
‘Don, which is on the Banfishire boundary, consists almost 
entirely of moss and moorland mountains, of a bleak and 
barren nature, particularly towards the source of the river, 
which is 2,070 feet above sea level, The highest cultivated 
land on the Don is at Delnadamph, and it is 1,417 feet above ' 
sea level; the Castle of Corgarff is 1,416 feet, the workings of 
the iron mines on Allargue 1s 1,929 feet, and the ridge of Lecht, 
over which the old military road is carried to Tomantoul, is 
2,090 feet. This hill is called Leac-nan-Gobhain, or“ the hill 
of the Smith’s son.”* The church of Corgarff is 1,259 feet, 
Tornahaish 1,153 feet, and 50} miles from Aberdeen. The 
church of Strathdon is 952 feet, and the bridge over the Kindie 
burn, at Glenkindie, on the Strathdon road, is 762 above sea 
level. The bridge at Poldullie is 940 feet; the bridge at In- 
verernan is 1,008 feet ; and the Cockbridge at. Corgarff Castle is 
1,322 feet above sea level. Ben-newe is 1,874 feet; the house 
of Auchernach, in Glennochty, is 1,217 feet ; the farm houses 
on Braeashiel, in Glenernan, is about 1,380 feet; Duff-Defiance 
is 1,296 feet; and the spring at the source of the Loinherry 
burn 1s 1,687 feet above sea level. The southern ridge of hitls 
bounding with Crathie, and over which the old military road 
is carried from Dee to Donside, is 1,738 feet. Eastward of 
this road, and bounding with Glengairn, the ridge of the Meikle 
Sgroileach is 2,432 feet ; the Feith well, a strong sulphureous 
spring in Glen-conry, 1,478 feet; and “ The Blue Cairn of 
orven,”’ where this parish joins Tullich and Logie-Cold- 
stone, 1s 2,954 feet. The highest cultivated land in the parish 
is on West Drumandeeth, and it is 1,500 feet above sea level. 
On the north or left hand side of the strath of the Don, there are 
the glens of Kindie (which is detached from the main portion 
by the parish of Glenbucket), the Nochty and the Ernan (the 
latter being in the parish of Tarland); on the south or right 
bank of the Don, the western side of the Deskry is in this 
parish, and the whole of Glen-Carvy and Glen-Conry. These 
glens are all separated by mountain ridges, lying nearly at right 
angles, inclining to the east, with the main strath, and in most 
of them there is a considerable breadth of cultivated land, but 
little or no wood, except in the lower parts of Glenkindie, the 
lower parts of Glenernan, and the plantations of Auchernoch | 
in Glenochty, “ unless it be some detached bushes (clumps) of 
* On the opposite side of the hill, in the parish of Kirkmichael, they call 
it Leach-inhic-gothin, or ‘‘ the declivity of the Smith’s son.” In the year 
1736 an iron-mine was opened in this hill by the York Building Company, and _ 
‘was continued to be wrought by that Company till 1739, when, by a disar- 
rangement of their affairs, it was abandoned. | | 
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natural birch; yet these glens, in the stillness of a summer 
afternoon, with the clear streams flowing through the soft 
green glades, and the mountains rising abruptly on either side 
covered to the top with long thick heath in fall bloom, afford 
a richness of beauty almost rising to grandeur.” * 


Geology and Soils. 

The prevailing rock in this parish, along the valley of the 
Don, is syenite, which is merely a variety of granite containing 
both mica and hornblende. Below the junction of the Nochty 

with the Don, a ridge of it crops out and runs right across the 
valley, which is traversed by a dike of felspar porphyry, and 
another at Poldullie, which also crosses the valley in a similar 
direction. The rock is chiefly composed of felspar, quartz, and 
hornblende, the same materials as greenstone ; but with fel- 
spar predominant, the distinction between it and greenstone is 
often very insignificant. In Glenkindie, this rock is traversed 
by a vein of serpentine, and a small vein of graphic granite, a 
compound of felspar and quartz, with little or no mica. It 1s 
about four feet wide, and 1s mixed with dark green chlorite. 
The graphite is not compact, but soft, and the rock on each 
side appears in a shattered state, and has a schistose appear- 
ance. A reddish granite is found on the west side of the hill, 
and appears in beds and blocks of various sizes, “ which cer- 
tainly conjoins with the syenite, although the junction has not 
been laid open ;” therefore, we cannot define the area occupied 
by the syenite; though mineralogically different from the 
granite, still the relation of the one to the other proves that 
geologically they are one and the same rock. 

The next group of rocks that occur on the northern hills of 
Strathdon, is that of the great serpentine vein which can be 
traced from Portsoy to the top of Corgarff, in the south-western 
parts of this parish ; the topographical relation of this serpen- 
tine, which runs along the hills from the source of the Doveran 
in a westerly direction to Corgarff, intermixing with the pri- 
mary limestone at Inchrory, and forming a marble similar to 
that which is found in Glentilt.+ 

On this range of mountains the vein appears in some places 
to be fully a mile in breadth, and is superimposed upon the 
limestone, and succeeded by beds, or an alternating series of 
greywacke, clay slate, and hornblende slate. “Of the delinea- 
tions formed by the colour of the serpentine, the one which is 


* Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840. 

+ Near Inchrory, at the entrance to Glen-avon, there is a remarkable granite. __ 
composed of quartz, yellowish-green serpentine, with a few scales of mica, and 
is found passing into the ordinary granite of the Ben-avon mountains. | 
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most universal is that which is styled ‘the clouded,’ then there 
is ‘the veined,’ which may be more frequently met with. The 
‘clotted,’ or ‘spotted’ modes of marking, also occur, but these 
never characterise the rock over an extensive surface. Den- 
dritic delineations (that which resembles a tree) present them- 
selves frequently ; but they are restricted almost exclusively to 
layers of a white serpentine occuring in that of the more usual 
a a . ‘ , 

The stratal direction of the vein appears in a north-east and 
- south-west direction, from the source of the Doveran. to the 
top of Corgarff, appearing thus to traverse a country of about * 
12 miles in length; but from the covered up state of much of — 
the country, it is only at a few points where it can be detected. 
In its structure it may be described as massive, that is, one in 
which there is no determinate arrangement of particles. In 
lustre it varies. from dull to glistening, and is faintly trans- 
lucent, even on the thinnest edges, and its various shades of 
green, red, and white, are numerous. Like the Banffshire ser- 
aaa it contains several of the magnesian minerals. As- 

estos and amianthus are to be found in veinous layers. 
Mountain cork and leather are also to be recognised; and nume- 
rous disseminated grains of magnetic iron-ore, (isserine), with a 
few of chromate of iron ; calcareous spar also forms small veins. 

Of the stratified rocks, limestone is peculiarly abundant all 
over the division of the parish north of the Don, “and quarries 
have been worked for a local supply, and to meet a consider- 
able local demand from Kildrummy and Towie.” It chiefly 
occupies the northern side of the strath, but it has been found 
at Boilmore and Delhandy, on the south side of the Don. The 
rock forms many of the high ridges which range along the 
Bantishire boundary, and is fond alternating with slate strata. 
At Inchrory it runs southward and eastward along the fron- - 
tier mountains, presenting a mass of limestones which, for 
magnitude and height, there are none to compare it with-in 
the County, and few in Scotland. In colour it is bluish grey, 
and has a structure varying from fine to large granular. At - 
almost every point it is crossed in every possible manner by 
veins of calcareous spar, some of which are at least a foot in 
breadth, producing a rock of a very brecciated character. It 
ey contains large quantitiesof disseminated argillaceous 
matter, which produces aslaty arrangement. Masses of steatite, 
or soapstone, with quartzose layers, and small crystals of iron 
pyrites also occur in it. a 

* Geological Account of Banffshire, by R. J. Hay Cunningham, Esq., in 
Transactions of Highland Society, 1842. _ | 
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Ironstone is found in large quantities on the hills in the 
north-western parts of the parish. The ore, as before stated, 
was wrought by the York Buildings Company on the north, or 
Tomantoul side of the Lecht, and reiently it has been worked 
by a Glasgow merchant on Allargue in this parish. By an 
analysis got of this hematite a few years ago, the result shows 
that the ore is rich, and was found to give about 50 per cent. 
of iron ; and, when roasted for the furnace, the per centage of 
iron was about 60. The supply is unlimited on both sides of 
the hills, and the Se ie uestion seems to be, how are the 
mines to be approached? By Deeside there is a railway to 
Ballater, which is 43} miles from Aberdeen, and within 14 
miles of the eran ground on Allargue. To approach the 
mining ground of Tomantoul from Aberdeen, the distance 
would be, by rail to Ballindalloch, 81 miles, and from Ballin- 
dalloch to the mining ground about 22 miles. Another route 
is open to the south by shipping the ore at Portgordon,* 
which is distant from Keith about 10 miles by road, and from 
Keith to Ballindalloch, by rail, the distance is 28 miles. Another 
route is still open, that is from Perth to the Boat of Garten, 
which is 88} miles by rail; and from Boat of Garten to Ballin- 
dalloch 213 miles—together, 100 miles by rail, and the 22 
miles by road to the mining ground. On comparing these 
routes, it will be seen that the mining ground can be easier 
dear from Deeside than by any of the other routes ; 
and the ground between Ballater and Allargue affords equal, 
_ if not better facilities for making a mineral line of railway as 
that from Ballindalloch to the Tomantoul hills. 

Soils.—The arable land throughout the lower ground in the 

arish is good loam of considerable depth. In the haughs of 
News: Candacraig, and Inverernan, sections of gravelly soil 
occur, and traces of former beds of the river are distinct in 
many places. The subsoil is generally a hard gravelly iron- 
bound pan, so hard and impervious to surface water, that it 
requires laborious pick-work to penetrate it. This operation 
is gradually oe carried out,and as the under stratum 1s gener- 
ally a gravelly clay, of a porous nature, the improvement is 
likely to have lasting effects. The soil towards the hills, as 
far as cultivation has been carried, is in most cases deeper 
than in the valleys, and in many cases, where the hills are 
now covered with heath, traces of the plough can still be seen, 
although the exposed situation, and the crops not arriving at 


_. * The formation of a railway from Keith to Portgordon has been talked — 
about for 30 years, and the distance would be about 12 miles, taking the line. 
by Fochabers. | 
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maturity, probably led to the abandonment of their cultiva- 
tion. Still the more elevated fields on the hill sides often — 
escape the August frosts that are so destructive to crops on the ~ 
margin of the river and rivulets. Insome years nearly “every — 
potato field on the banks of the Don was ruined early in 
autumn, while those at the very head of the glens escaped 
without injury. This may be partly accounted for by the vicinity 
to a large body of water; but some of the farms, apparently 
in every respect as favourably situated as their neighbours, 
are proverbially ‘frosty places.’ Nay, sometimes one field on _ 
the same farm, and with the same exposure, is more liable to ~ 
a affected with frost than another only separated from it by a 
ence.” 2 
Deposits.—There are large deposits of moss, mostly all situ- 
ated on the tops of the highest mountains in the district, many 
of them of great extent and depth. The peats taken from 
them are various in point of quality. Some of them supp'y a 
dense black peat, which, when properly dried, becomes as hard 
as coal, burning with brightness, and throwing out a great. 
heat. In Glennochty and Corgarff, moss fir is found imbedded — 
in the peat earth. These are often found of a diameter of 10 — 
to 14 inches, and when dug up and carried home are cut up in 
splits. In former times they were dried upon the Kulchan, 
and made to use the place of white or tallow candles. A good 
lece emits a strong resinous smell, and when lighted they 
urn like a torch. 
Hydrography. | 
The Don, the second river in the County in point of magni- 
tude, has its source in this parish on the confines of Banfishire. 
Its course 1s about due east, dividing the parish into two nearly 
equal parts, till it reaches the Deskry, after which the river 
forms the southern boundary of Glenbucket, and the Glenkin- 
die detached portion of the parish, for about other two miles, — 
Its chief tributaries on the right hand of the strath are 
the Deskry, the Carvy, and the Conry, and on the left the- 
Kindy, the Nochty, and the Ernan, all which have their. 
sources in the respective glens of their names. In Corgarff 
the river has many small tributary streams and mountain tor- 
rents, the chief of which are the Vannich and the burn of 
Loin-chirrie. The upper course of the river, for about four 
miles, is but a small mossy mountain stream, and it is not till 
it is augmented by several streams in Corgarff that it assumes 
- the magnitude of an ordinary burn. | 


The Don, after being augmented by the Conry and the Carvy, | 
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the Ernan, the Nochty, and the Deskry, a distance of about 
17 miles from its source, will average 80 feet broad, and it 
_ has a considerable velocity. The river, as well as the lesser 
_ Streams, is justly held in high repute for angling, few streams 
in the north of Scotland affording better rod-fishing. The 
trouts are not large, perhaps not averaging three-fourths of a 
pound, although instances are occasionally met with reaching 
three, four, and sometimes five pounds. A few salmon every 
season find their way upas far as the church, but their number 
is small, and none were ever known to ascend the rapids at the 
bridge of Pool-dhullie. 

The Don often rises (“ comes down ”) with amazing rapidity, 
and is very destructive to the haughs or low land adjoining. 
The most destructive flood, in the memory of man, was in 
August, 1829. ‘“ The keystone of the arch of Pool-dhullie 
bridge is 25 feet above the river, and on that occasion the 
water, it is said, reached within a few feet of it.”* Much has 
been done since then in the way of forming embankments to 

ard against similar floods, and although heavy floods have 

een of frequent occurrence since that time, none have at- 
tained the same height, or done anything like the same amount 
of damage as the flood of 1829. 

In Glenconry there is the Feith Well, which is highly im- 
pregnated with sulphurous matter, but it has never been pro- 
perly analysed. The spring at the source of the burn of Loin- 
_ chirrie, or Loin-herry, is a remarkable copious spring. During 
the whole year it discharges a volume of water sufficient to 
turn a mill-wheel. Its size is nearly the same at its source as 
when, after its course through its little glen, it falls into the 
Don. It has slight chalybeate properties, and there are 
several others throughout the district that show impregna- 
tions from iron, but in so slight a degree that special notice 1s 
unnecessary. 

Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations in Strathdon are chiefly in the valley of the 
river. The Scots fir and larch woods extend up the slopes, and 
on the tops of some of the lower hills on the south side, opposite 
to Newe and the church; and the Candacraig woods chiefly 
lie between the Nochty and the Ernan; while high up Glen- 
_ nochty there are the plantations of Auchernach, and in Glen- 
ernan the plantations of Inverernan and Edinglassie, and some 
clumps of planted Scots firs and larch; in the lower parts of 
Glencarvy, Glenconry, and at Skellater, Boilmore, and Torna- _ 


- Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840. 
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haish, but above the latter place, there are few trees of any 


‘description except bushes of natural birch, and some stunted 


Scots firs at Allargue. At Glenkindie, in the detached part 
of the parish, the plantations are almost confined to the home 
farm, and consist of old ash, elm, sycamore, birch, and aspen 


- trees in belts surrounding the fields, with some spruce and 


= 


| psa Sees willow of great size and beauty. In the grounds 


of Castle Newe there are some Scotch fir trees of a fair size, 
but the larch do not seem to thrive, neither have the spruce 
firs attained to anything like a remarkable growth. Here 
the old ash trees, the elm, the sycamore, the birch, and, the 
rowan tree have attained to large sizes, and the oaks have 
succeeded pretty well on the lower and more sheltered grounds. 
At Mull of Newe and Colquhouny there are some large old 


hardwood trees, and by the church and Pool-dhullie there are 


some thriving clumps of Scots firs and larch; and at Canda- 
craig there are fine Scots firs; and at Edinglassie there are 
some remarkably fine beech, sycamore, birch, Scotch elm, and 
gean trees, | 
Botany.—This ec is rich in a variety of vegetable pro- 
ductions. The following will be found a correct list of the less 
common plants which are to be found in the district :— 


ec aaa ac Moschatel. Alchemilla Alpina—Alpine Lady’s 

antle. 

Anagallis arvensis—Common Scarlet Pimpernel. Arabis turrita—Tower-cress. 

Arenaria verna— Vernal Sandwort. Asperula odorata--Sweet Woodruff. 

Avena Alpina—Alpine Oat-grass. Botrychium lunaria—Common Moon-wort. 

Cardamine amara~—Bitter Cardamine. Cardamine pratensis—Ladies’ Smock, 
Cuckoo-flower. ) 

Carum carui—Common Carraway. Crysanthemum leucanthemum— Great 
White Ox-eye Moonflower. | 

Circea Alpina—(Glenkindie) Mountain Enchanter’s Night Shade. Cochlearia 
officinalis—Common Scurvy-grass. 

Cornus suecica—Dwarf Cornel. Corylus avellana—Common Hazel. 

Echium vulgare—Common Viper’s Bugloss. Lpilobium angustifolium—Rose- 
bay Willow-herb. : 

Hriophorum vaginatum—Hare’s-tail Cotton Grass. Festuca sylvatica—Slender 
Wood Fescue. | | 

panes capreolata—Ramping Fumitory. Fumaria oficinalis—Common Fu- 
mitory. ; 

lancet aparine—Goose-grass or Cleavers. Galium boreale—Cross-leaved Bed- 
straw. 


~ Gentiana amarella—Autumnal Gentian. Gentiana campestris—Field Gentian. 


Gymnadenia conopsea—Fragrant Gemnadenia. Habenaria albida—Small 
White Habenaria. | : 
Habdenaria bifolia—Butterfly Habenaria.. Habenaria viridis—Green Habenaria. 
Listera cordata—Heart-leaved Mountain Tway-blade. Lonicera periclymenum 
—Common Honeysuckle or Woodbine. . 
Melica nutans—Mountain Melic-grass. Molinia cerulea—Purple Melic-grass. 
Menyanthes trifoliata—Marsh Trefoil, Bogbean, Meum athamanticum—Spignel. 
Meu, Bald-money. : | 
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Orchis mascula—Early Purple or Meadow-orchis. Origanum vulgare—Com- 
mon Marjorum. 

Owalis ees Common Wood Sorrel. Populus tremula—Trembling Po- 

ular. . | 

Primula, veris—Cowsli , Paigle. Prunus padus—Bird-cherry. 

Potamogeton natans—Broad-leaved Pond-weed. Pyrola media—Intermediate 
Winter-green. 

Pyrola minor—Lesser Winter-green. Pyrola secunda—Serrate Winter-green. 

Ribus petreum—Rock Currant. Rubus chamemorus—Mountain Bramble, 
Cloud-berry. 

Rubus saxatilis—Stone Bramble. Sambucus ebulis—Dwarf Elder. 

Saxifraga aizoides—Yellow Mountain Saxifrage. Scrophularia nodosa—Knot- 
ted Fig-wort. 

Solidago virgareau—Common Golden-rod. Statice armeria—Common Thrift, 
Sea Gilliflower 

Thalictrum <Alpinum—Alpine Meadow-rue. Thlaspi arvense—Mithridate 
Mustard, Penny-cress. 

Se pope Mounties Globe-flower. Turritis glabra—Smooth Tower- 

ustard. . 
Verbascum thapsus—Great Mullein. Vicia sylvatica—Wood Vetch. 


Zoology. 
In the extensive woods, mountain, and moorlands there are 
a great variety of wild animals, some of which are common to 
the Lowlands, and others are only met with in the Highlands; 
the following list is submitted :— | 


QUADRUPEDS. 


Cervus elaphus—Stag, or Red Deer. Vespertillo murinus—Common Bat. 
Cervus capreolus—Roe Deer. LHrinaceus Huropwus—Urchin, or Hedge-hog. 
Lepus timidus—the Common Hare. Lutra vulgaris—Common Otter. 
_Lepus variabilis—the Alpine Hare. Mus musculus—Common Mouse. 

Lepus cunniculis—the Rabbit. Mus sylvaticus—Field Mouse. 

Vulpez vulgaris—Common Fox. Mus rattus—Black Rat. 

Felis catus, var. sylvestris— Wild Cat. Mus decumanus—Brown Rat. 

Martis fagorum—Common Martin. Myoxus avellanarius—Common Dormouse. 
Mustella vulgaris—the Weasel. <Arvicola aquatica—Water Vole. 

Mustella putorius—the Foumart. Arvicola agrestis—Field Vole. 

Meles taxus—the Badger (now extinct). Sciurus vulgaris—Common Squirrel. 
Talpa Huropea—the Mole. Sorex araneus—Common Shrew. 

Sorex fodiens—Water Shrew. 

BIRDS, 


Lagopus scoticus---Red Grouse. Scolopax rusticola—Woodcock. 

Lagopus vulgaris--Ptarmigan. Scolopax gallinago—Common Snipe. 

Tetrao tetrix—Black Cock. Scolopax gallinula—Jack Snipe. 

Perdix cinerea—Common Partridge. Ortygometra crer—Corn Crake. 

Chararius pluvialis—Grey Plover. Rallus aquaticus—Water-rail. 

Chararius morinellus—Dottrel. Anas boschas—Common Duck. 

Vanellus cristatus—Common Lapwing. Anas creca—Teal Duck. 

Numenius arquata—Common Curlew. Ardea cinerea—Common Heron. 

Gallinula chloropus—Water Hen. Buteo vulgaris—Common Buzzard. 

Buteo nisus—Sparrow Hawk. Circus cyaneus—Hen Harrier. 

Milvus vulgaris—Kite (Falco Milvus). Falco tinnunculus—Kestrel, or Wind- 
Hover. 

Otus vulgaris—Long Horn-owl (rare). Aluco flammeus—Barn Owl. 

Strix stridula—Ivy-owl, Screech-owl. Corvus corax—Raven, Corby. 

Corvus corone—Carrion Crow. Corvus cornix—Hooded Crow. 

Corvus monedula—Jack-daw, Corvus frugilegue—Rook, Craw. 
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Pica candata-~Magp ie, Piot. Caprimulgus Europeus—European Goat-sucker. 
Columba palumbus—Wood-pigeon, Cushat. Cuculus canorus—Cuckoo, Gowk., 
Turdus viscivorus—Missel Thrush. Phasianus colchicus—Pheasant. _ 

Turdus merula—Blackbird. Turdus musicus—Common Thrush, Mavis. 
— iliacus—Redwing Thrush. Twurdus torquatua—Ring Thrush, Rock. 
uzel, 
Cincilus aquaticus—Water-ouzel, Water Crow. Turdus pilaris—Fieldfare 
Thrush 


Pyrgita domestica—House Sparrow. Accenter ee Sparrow. 
Fringilla colebs—Chaffinch, Shilfa.* Hmberiza citrinella—Yellow Bunting, 


ite. 

Pyrrhula vulgaris—Common Buyllfinch. Sylvia rubecula—Red Breast, Robin . 

Redbreast. 

Certhia familiaris—Common Creeper. Parus ceruleus—Blue Titmouse. 

ES SE tone Linnet. Fringilla carduelis—Gold Finch, Gold 
ink. 

Fringilla Linaria—Rose Linnet. Fringilla cannabina—Brown Linnet. 

Motacilla alba—White Wagtail, Seed-bird. Fringilla spinus—Siskin. 

Motacilla boarula—Grey Wagtail. Motacilla fluva—Yellow Wagtail. 

sil fed cristatus—Golden-crowned Wren. Troglodytes vulgarisg—Common 
ren, 

Curruca atricapilla—Black-cap (rare). Alanda arvensic-—Field Lark. 

Hirundo rustica—the Swallow. Anthus pratensis—Meadow Titling. 

Hirundo riparta—Sand-Martin. Hirundo urbica—the Martin. 

Saxicola oenanthe—Fallow-chat, Stone-chakert, Cypselus apus—Common Swift. 

Sazxicola rubetra—Whin-chat, Whin-chakert, 


REPTILES. 


Vipera communis—Common Viper or Adder. Lacerta agilis—Nimble Lizard. 
Triton aquaticus—Water Eft. Triton vulgaris—Brown Eft. 
Rana temporaria—Common Frog. Bufo vulgaris—Common Toad. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the personal possession of proprie- 
tors, the following statement will show the number of agri- 
cultural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at and above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atand above No. at and above 
of Seay weit and under £100. and onden £50. and idee £20, and sine £10, | 
5 21 48 32 BO. ae 

And 15 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent.. | 


Valuation or rent of land in the parish of Strathdon, forthe = gas 
year 1872-73, oH . £5,127 8 11 


Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 

: lands, . : ; ‘ ‘ 5 : ; ‘ 94600. 
Do. Shootings, where Let, . .  . 2. & ; 470 0 0 
Do. Houses under £4 of yearly rent, : ‘ Coe 79 14 6 
Do. Properties under £100 of yearly value, : ; 145 0 0- 
Do. Iron Mines and Minerals on Allargue, , : 25 0 0 


Total value, é ‘ ; : . £6,793 13 11 
lor a ee 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 a-year— . 


* “Two white specimens of which were seen for a considerable time in the Candacraig 
“woods.” —~Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840. . 


* 
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Mre. Jane Farquharson, of Allargue. | 
William Nathaniel Forbes, Esq. of Auchernach. 
Sir Charles Forbes, Bart., of Newe. 

Alexander Leith, Esq. of Glenkindie. 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Fife. 

General John Forbes, of Inverernan. 


And 19 proprietors of houses, land, and minerals under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—Within the past two 19 years a great breadth 
of uncultivated land has been brought under cultivation 
by trenching, &c, and much of the older land has been 
improved by drainage. In the main strath, and in some of 
the glens, the breadth of arable land, on several farms, has 
been about doubled, and an improved system of husbandry 
introduced by the use of the most approvad implements of 
labour, whereby the expense of working some of the larger 
farms have been reduced about one half. 

The rotation of cropping generally stipulated for in the 
leases is that of the seventh-shift course—1. oats; 2. oats; 3. 
green crop ; 4. oats or bear, sown down with grass seeds ; 5. 

ass, which may be cut for hay; 6. grass; and 7. grass. Of 
ate years, however, a change in the rotation has taken place, 
the fifth-shift course has been followed, which consists of—1. 
oats; 2. green crop; 3. oats, sown down with grass seeds; 4. 
grass; and 5. grass. Early Angus and Scotch birley are the 
chief oats which are sown. No wheat is ever sown, and very 
rarely barley-bear or bere being found more suitable to the 
climate. The soil is well adapted for growing turnips and 
potatoes ; but the latter crop runs great risk of being cut up 
and destroyed by the early autumn frosts. The duration of 
leases is 19 years. 

Houses.—The farm buildings on the large farms, generally, 
are of a superior description. The dwelling-houses have slated 
roofs, and are comfortable and commodious. They are all 
built of stone and lime ; the office-houses have thrashing-mills 
attached to them, which are, in general, pro elled by water- 
power. There are four corn-grinding-mills in the parish, and a 
small woollen-mill at Glenkindie, where blankets and plaiding 
are manufactured. 

.. Cattle Stock——-The Aberdeenshire breed of cattle prevails, 
both the horned and polled in about equal proportions. In 
the glens of the upper district a small race of horned cattle is — 
to be found, in shich there is an intermixture of the west 
Highland breed. 
heep Stock.—The sheep are all of the black-faced breed. 
Some of the farmers purchase wedder lambs in the Lanark 
autumn fairs, which they generally keep till three years old. . 
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They also purchase yearling rams, which they bring north to — 
improve the stoek. Few horses are reared in the parish, except. 
to supply the place of those worn out. i 3 hy 


| Mansion Houses, | 

The House of Glenkindy is an old but commodious mansion, 
pleasantly situated on the left bank of the Don, in the de- 
tached portion of the parish. The old House of Newe, erected 
in 1604, and added to in 1831, is built of Kildrummy free- 
stone, from a design by the late Archibald Simpson, architect. 
The additions ae are in the castellated style, and the archi- 
tect has succeeded in building a spacious residence, adapting 
the old house to the plan of an elegant suite of new rooms on 
the principal floor, with portico, vestibule, and corridor, which 
are lighted with stained glass. The House of Auchernach was 
built in 1809, and for many years was looked upon as the best 
house in the district. The Mansion House of Candacraig is a 
mixture of the Elizabethan and Scotch manor-house. It was 
built in 1835, of granite, chiefly taken from a quarry which 
was discovered in the neighbourhood. The house of Inverer- 
nan is an old building, but extensive additions were made to it 
about 50 years ago. The style is that of a modern villa, par- 
taking of the Italian. The houses of Edinglassie, Skellater, 
and Allargue are old buildings, only occupied for a short time _ 
during the shooting season. 

The Manse of Strathdon was almost rebuilt in 1831, and it 
now possesses every convenience for a family. A new Manse 
and offices were built in 1834 by the late Sir Charles Forbes at. 
Corgarff, for the minister of the Mission Church there, which 
has equal accommodation to those in most parishes throughout 
the country. | 

Roads. 


The old turnpike road runs through the parish from the 
bridge over the Kindy to Corgarff, a distance of about 12 miles. 
The chief cross roads are the Boltingstone road which leads from 
Deeside, and the old military road, which leads from Gairnshiel 
‘by Corgarff across the hills to Tomantoul, but the northern part 
of it across the Lecht is hardly passable for wheeled vehicles. - 
There are also good roads leading into the several glens made 
for the accommodation of those who reside in them. 


Bridges. ‘ 
The bridge of Pooldullie, called “ The Pot of Pool d’Oylie,” 
was built in 1715 by John Forbes, Esq. of Inverernan, baillie — 
to the Earl of Mar, and it was one of the few bridges on the 
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_ whole course of the river that stood the flood of August 1829, 
ae ured. The Luib-bridge across the Don, near Corgarff 
Castle, was built by the late Sir-Charles Forbes in 1832. ‘The 
ee road at the church of Strathdon is carried over the 
Nochty by an iron-girder bridge with a span of about 40 feet. 
The alteration of the line of the turnpike road opposite Castle 
Newe (made only a few years ago), involved the building of two 
bridges across the Don. The lower one next Buchaam is built 
of stone, and the one near Mill of Newe has iron girders, some 
of which have already shown symptoms of giving way. | 
The Church is distant from Aberdeen 45 miles by road, and 
19 miles from Alford Railway Station, which is 29} miles from 
Aberdeen. A stage-coach runs during the sufomer months, 
daily to and from the Gartly Station of the Great North of 
Scotland Railway, which is 353 miles from Aberdeen, and the 
Gartly Station is distant from Colquhonny about 24 miles. 


Favrs. 


Markets for the sale of cattle and sheep are held at Col- 
quonny on the second Friday of February, and on the second 

riday of May; John’s Fair on the fourth Friday in August, 
.and another on the second Friday of November. Markets are 
also held at Parkvilla on the fourth Tuesday of April; on the 
Friday after the Glass July market; and on the last Saturday 
of September. | 

| Inns and Alehouses. 

There is a comfortable Inn at Colquhonny, where good ac- 
-commodation is to be had for travellers; and four or five 
houses in various parts of the parish are licensed to retail 
spirits, porter, and ales for consumption on the premises. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF STRATHDON, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4rn MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . : ‘ ‘ ‘ £327 2 44 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . 78 11 6 
Total receipts, . ° . . £405 13 104 
Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £285 2 5 

Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ : . ; ‘ 113 9 

Medical Relief, . ee. ‘ ‘ bt, i 30 0 0 

Management, . ‘ ; : : ; : 30 10 10 

Expended on buildings not authorised, . : 3 5 0 

Balance in hand, _ , ; . ‘ 55 1 104 


Total expenditure, . . « « » £405 13 10} 
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. ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED INTHE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
: POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. - - 


Died or ceased to 





. 





Casual Poor. 









: Relieved during the year. | 
Population _ Feceive relief. a iubnoas 
in or 
Regis- _| Other : 
1861, Males, | Females. | Total. Perea’: Lal Benen Casual ra Insane, 
oor e : 








—, 


0 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three 
elected members on the Board. . 


Il—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In the Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and 
Banff, published by the Spalding Club, we find that “ The 
marches of the Dukes Gordon, Athol, and Mar all meet at 
the head of the Muir of Evandich, at a place called Inchraurie 
(Inchrory), where each may stand upon his own bounds and 
converse with his neighbour in theirs.” The Earl of Mar being 
superier of the whole of Strathdon, and “ Jock of Inverernan” 
his baillie there. It is said that the people of Strathdon were 
not devoutedly attached to the Pretender’s cause in the rising 
of 1715, they were forced to join the ranks of the insurgents 
by feudal tyranny and despotism. As to the Rebellion of 
1715, it is early shown by Mar’s angry letter to Inverernan, 
a copy of which has been given in the Kildrummy section of. 
this work, and need not be repeated here, shows the aversion of 
the people to engage in the rebellion—* because, though these 
persons might have been at Braemar with the late Karl of Mar, 
yet it does not follow that they were of the number of _his 
rebellious accomplices, because it 1s nottour in the country 
side that many of the poor country people were only brought _ 
thither upon pretence of hunting, and when they were presséd 
to go along with the rebells, contrary to their inclinations, - 
and how soon soever they had an opportunity of deserting, 
they came home, thereby testifying their want of inclination 
to rebel; and the Government is so conscious of this that. 
they have never called on any of these people to account for 
being in the Rebellion.” They were, however, very generally 
implicated, for Mr. Robertson, the Episcopal minister, says in 
his confession on the-Alford Presbytery’s libel, “ that he did 
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_ read the proclamation for the thanksgiving from the pulpit, 
but he did not observe the thanksgiving, because his people 

were out in parties, and, therefore, he a none to keep it 

with him.” * . 

“ Although Strathdon is the country of a branch of the 
family of the Forbeses—(claiming to represent the Pitsligo 
Forbeses)—a family which the Scottish Jacobites styled as 
being one of the most rebellious in Scotland—like most of the 
Highlands it was deeply involved in the troubles of 1715 and 
1745. The families of Skellater, Inverernan, and Edinglassie 
joined in the cause of the Pretender ; but, fortunately, no con- 
fiscation, nor even prosecution by the Government, took place 
after the insurrection was suppressed.” + 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE Church, which was built only a few years ago, is as cen- 
trically situated for the parishioners as could be for the lower 
parts of the parish. It is about six miles from the eastern 
extremity, and not more than about five miles from the top of 
Glendeskry and Glennochty, and about the same distance from 
the top of Glencarvie. The Quoad Sacra Church of Corgarff 
accommodates the western parts of the parish, and at Torna- 
haish there is a small Roman Catholic meeting-house. The 
Manse and domestic offices are valued at £22 15s. a-year, and 
the Glebe and garden at £2 5s. Stipend, £190 5s. 94d. money, 
including £20 Scots for grass and communion element money; 
meal, 2 bolls, 3 pecks, 4-5th lippie; bear, 1 boll, 1 firlot, 1 
peck, 4-5th lippie, payable by the fiars’ prices ; and 634 back- 


* ** The whole of his (Mr. Robertson’s) confession before the Presbytery is 
made with so much navieté, that we extract it from the record of the Presby- 
tery :—‘ Master John Robertson was called and compeared, ‘and being interro- 
gate upon several articles of his libell, replyed and confessed as follows, viz.— 
_ That during the time of the Rebellion he prayed for the Pretender ; but with 

these limitations, that God would incline his heart to be a true Protestant ; and, 
if it were God’s will, he would bring to the throne who was the lawful heir 
to our native kings ; and, if not, that God would incline him to set his heart 
upon ane heavenly kingdome. That he prayed God would preserve the Earl 
of I Mar and his own parochiners from sin and wrath, and every mark of God’s 
displeasure, and bring them safe home again. That he observed the fast-day 
lybelled, and prayed for the Pretender, the Earl of Mar, and his own parochin- 
ers from sin and wrath, and that God would reconcile disagreeable parties, 
That he did read the proclamation for the thanksgiving from the pulpit, but 
did not observe the thanksgiving, because his people were out in parties, and, 
therefor, he had none to keep it with him. hat he did not pray for King 
George in the time of the Rebellion, but prayed for him before and since that. 
time nominatim.”’—Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840, p. 541. 
+ Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840, p. 541. 


1244 ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.—PARISH OF STRATHDON. 


loads of peats, which, by an agreement between the heritors 
and minister in 1833 were commuted for half-a-merk per load. 
The Quoad Sacra Manse and offices at Corgarff are valued at 
£10. The parochial School-house and garden are valued at 
£10 ; the School-house and yard at Ardler are valued at £6 ; 
the School-house and yard at Tillyduke are valued at £6; the | 
Chapel-house at Tornahaish is valued at £4; and the School- 
house supported by the Sociey for the Propogation of Chris- | 
tian Knowledge at Corgarff is valued at £4. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Rev. John Watt, the Manse, chairman; Charles M‘Hardy, 
Forbestown, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £. 
Bible and Catechism taught. There are six schools in the 
parish under the supervision of the Board. At the parish 
school there are 70 scholars; at the Forbestown female school, 
40; at the Knocklea school, 30; at the Tillyduke school, 32 ; 
at the Corgarff school, 35; and at the Ardler school, 25— 
total, 232. Population, 1871, 1,469. 

Parochial Registers.—The parochial register of births and 
marriages, from 1674 to 1710, is carefully filled up, but the 
volume is in very bad condition. There are no regular books 
from that date till 1741, when a register of baptisms commen- 
ces, but down to 1830 it has been very irregularly kept. A 
regular register of baptisms and marriages has been kept from 
the year 1830. No register of burials was kept prior to the Act 
of 1855, since which time the register has been properly kept. 

Friendly Socrety.—The Lonach Highland an Feiendly 
Society was established in 1825. Its objects are twofold, viz., 
the preservation of the Highland garb and the Celtic language ; 
and also the establishment of a Friendly and Insurance 
Society for affording weekly allowances to sick members, and 
widows and orphans. “ At the outset, owing to the imperfect 
knowledge of the equitable principles on which such institu- 
tions should be founded, this society was not free from some of 
the prevalent errors of the time. The want of proper caution 
and foresight in the enrollment of members, early caused an 
undue pressure on the funds. Fortunately its capital was 
strong, and it surmounted its difficulties. Aided by the ‘ Re- 
port of the Highland Society upon Benefit Societies,’ it is now 
conducted on sound principles, its funds are prosperous, and it 
proves a most useful association.” The members of the society 
have an annual gathering and games, and they meet‘ at the 
Lonach Society’s Hall at Colquhonny, although the Lonach 
hill and Lonach inn are both about five miles west of the 
church, and in the detached portion of Tarland parish. 
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Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £14 6s. 8d., but only £3 16s. 8d. was expended 
on the relief of the poor. | 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


GENERAL JOHN Fores, of Skellater, when a young man, dis- 
tinguished himself by resenting the attacks on his country of 
the celebrated John Wilkes, contained in the “ North Briton,” 
and sought in vain for a personal rencontre with him. General 
Forbes married a princess of the blood-royal of Portugal, and 
rose to be a field-marshal in the Portuguese service. He was 
a distinguished soldier, and acted with great success against 
the Spaniards. He accompanied the royal family to the 
Brazils, where he died in 1809. 

JOHN Fores, Esq. Mr. Forbes was born at Bellabeg in 
September, 1743. In early life he went to Bombay, and en- 
gaged in mercantile pursuits. His enlightened views led him 
to embark in a field of mercantile enterprise of vast magni- 
tude, from which he realised a large fortune. The mercantile 
house he established at Bombay became of distinguished emi- 
nence, and still bears his name. Mr. Forbes repurchased 
Newe, the estate of his ancestors, besides other extensive pro- 
perty in Strathdon, and from that date in reality commenced 
the improvement of the district. Mr. Forbes was a man whose 


-. memory will long be venerated for integrity of purpose, and 


great generosity of feeling, controlled by sound judgment and 
Christian charity, founded on genuine and simple piety. 
Among his munificent donations to public charities, both in 
India and at home, was his bequest of £10,000 to the Lunatic 
Asylum at Aberdeen, and £1,000 to the Infirmary. A handsome 
monument, in the grounds of the Asylum, to his memory, tes- 
tifies the gratitude of its inhabitants. He died in 1821, and 
was succeeded in his estates by SIR CHARLES ForBzs, Bart., 
an eminent merchant in Bombay, who was created a Baronet 
of the United Kingdom in 1823. Sir Charles was for about 
20 years one of the representatives in Parliament for the burgh 
of Malmesbury. Sir Charles Forbes purchased the estates of 
Skellater and Corgarff from the Forbeses of Skellater, and the 
estates of Newe, Bellabeg, &c., were entailed upon him by his 
uncle, that late John Forbes of Bombay. He died in 1849, 
and was succeeded by his grandson, CHARLES, who became the 
second Baronet. He was the only son of John Forbes, Esq., 
the eldest son of Sir Charles, the first Baronet, and was for 


1246 © ANTIQUITIES —PARISH OF STRATHDON. 


many years a Director of the East India Company, and mem- 
ber of Parliament for the burgh of Beverley. Charles, the 
second Baronet, died in 1852, being about 20 years of age, and 
was then succeeded in the title and estates by his uncle, the pre- 
sent Sir CHARLES ForBES, the second son of the first Baronet. 

Rev. Dr. Forses. Another member of the same family was 
for 25 years minister of Strathdon. Dr. Forbes died suddenl 
of an affection of the heart in 1834, and his memory is still 
held in affectionate remembrance by several who looked up to 
him as a warm friend and kind counsellor. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THERE are the remains of five of the interesting vestiges of 
antiquity called “ Kirde Houses.” They differ nothing in point 
of construction from those we have described in the parish of 
Kildrummy, where they are still more numerous. The “Doune 
of Invernochty” is a remarkably abrupt conical mound situate 
near the confluence of the Nochty with the Don. “ It measures 
962 feet in circumference at the.base; 562 feet at the top; 
and about 60 feet high from the bottom of the ditch. It has 
been regularly fortified by a moat 16 feet deep, and 26 feet 
wide, which had been supplied with water from the small 
stream of the Bardock. The mound is of an oval form, and the 
flat surface on the top measures about half an acre. All round 
the top the foundations of buildings are still visibie. A small 
portion of the wall on each side of the gateway to the south 
is still to be seen, but it is too dilapidated to judge of what 
the thickness had been. There is no account of what this 
remnant of antiquity had been. Some vague tradition states 
that the church originally stood there, which merely rests on 
the former name of the parish being ‘ Invernochtie’ The 
former account mentions ‘the ruins of buildings in the neigh- 
bourhood.’ These have long since been obliterated by the 
plough.” * - 
Rings and Coins— In 1822, in digging the foundation of 
a dyke on the north side of the hill opposite to Garchory, were’ 
found two rings and several hundred silver coins. One of the 
rings is gold, with a small dark sapphire. A ring precisely 
similar was discovered 16th July, 1829, with other relics, in 
the coffin of a bishop of Chichester, in the cathedral of that 
city. The date of tomb is A.D. 1146. The other was-a broken 
iron gilt ring, with a pale sapphire, and is very similar to many 


_* Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840, p. 546. 
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Arabian and Indian rings. The coins are nearly all of Henry 
ITI. of England. Some of them are of William the Lion of 
Scotland, and two of them of King John. Those of Henry 
IIT. have on the obverse the king’s head, full faced and 
crowned, holding the sceptre with a cross patee; reverse, a 
cross, with a small cross in each quarter. 

“They have all the names of towns where they were coined, 
and of the mint-masters; such as SIMVN ON x CANT 
(Canterbury). | 

“The coins of William have the king’s head in profile on 
the obverse, holding the sceptre, with a cross ; reverse, a cross, 
with a star in each quarter. 

“Those of King John are stamped with a triangle on both 
sides. The effigy on the obverse is within the triangle. They 
are much defaced.” * | 

Old Castles—In the description of the parish given in 
“ Macfarlane’s Geographical Collections,” written about 1725, 
it is stated that “ Curgarff is an old castle, but nothing remark- 
able about it.” It is supposed to have been built by some of 
the Earls of Mar fora hunting seat. “During the al between 
the Gordons and the Forbeses, it was burned down in 1581 by 
Adam Gordon of Auchendown.+ Having been afterwards re- 
built, it was purchased by Government in 1746 from Mr. 
Forbes of Skellater, and for several years thereafter 15 or 20 
men were stationed in it.” From 1827 to 1831, it was gar- 
risoned by a captain, subaltern, and 50 men, to support the 
civil authorities in the suppression of smuggling. All is NOW 

desolate and silent around the old gre walls, “ save aaa 
for hooting owl and whirring bat.” Whoover sees 1t once, wil 
remember it always, although there are no great historical 
‘ associations to fix it upon the memory. Yet in such scenes, 
reflections will naturally arise to the mind of the traveller, and 
it will do no harm if, sparing himself elaborate apostrophes, 
and profound meditation, he repeats the well known lines of 
Coleridge :— 


‘¢ The old knights are dust, 
Their swords are rust, 
Their souls are with the saints, I trust.” 


_ The old castle of Colquhonny is said to have been built by 
Forbes of Towie (a cadet of the Castle Forbes family, who mar- 
ried the heiress of Towie), early in the 16th century, but it was 
never finished. | 


* Statistical Account of Strathdon, 1840, p. 546.. 
+ Ibdid., p. 544, 
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PARISH OF STRICHEN. 


PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 


THE name of the parish is derived from Strath-end, or Strechin, 
as it was formerly spelt, now it is Strichen. The church was 
built under Bishop Patrick Forbes, by Thomas Fraser of 
Strechin, about the year 1620. “ Strichen was erected into a 
parish in 1627, and consists of thirty-eight ploughs, thirty-two 
of which was taken off from the parish of Rathen, and six 
Goo the six ploughs of Saithley) from the parish of Fraser- 
urgh.” : 
es Boundarves. 


It is bounded on the north by the detached portions of the 
eet of Aberdour and Fraserburgh, and the parish of 

athen ; on the east by the parish of Lonmay; on the south 
‘by the parish of Old Deer; and on the west by the parish of 
New Deer and the western portion of the parish of Tyrie. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish from south to north is, 
from Newland Hill, on the boundary with Old and New Deer, 
to the north Ugie at Whitehill, four miles in a direct line ; 
and the greatest breadth from east to west, and from east of 
the village of New Leeds to the Leeches-burn on the boundary 
with New Deer and Tyrie, is 63 miles, also in a direct line. 
The whole area 1s computed to be 10,206 acres, 408 dees. 

Topography. 

Excepting Mormond-hill and the mosses of Tarfat, the 
Lambhill, and Auchnarie, the whole of the parish may be said 
to be closely cultivated, or growing trees, the chief and older 

portion of which are in the neighbourhood of Strichen-house, 
and the younger planted ground lying along the lower slopes 

of Mormond. The hill of Mormond is the most elevated land © 

in the parish, and is 744 feet above sea level; the lowest 
point in the parish upon the north Ugie, near Denend, is 
about 125 feet. The Moencnd hotel, at the west entrance to 

the village, is 173 feet six inches, and the church is about 210 
feet. The hill Adziel is 440 feet, and the highest point of the 


* Old Statistical Account of the parish of Strichen, Vol. VIL, p. 416. —. 
Edinburgh, 1793. | 
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woods of Strichen-house, west of the New Deer road, is 388 
feet. The mosses of Auchnarie and Lambhill will average 
about 400 feet, and the highest point on the Buchan turnpike 
road, on the fnarch with Tyrie at Cairnhigh is 428 feet, and 
the lowermost point, on the south boundary of the parish, near 
the Brucklay Railway Station, is 248 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 

The chief underlying rocks are granite and limestone, both 
of which crop out and has been wrought north of the grounds 
of Strichen-house, and west of the village. The limestone was 
found to be of a very indifferent quality, being largely mixed 
with magnesian earth, which is not much in its favour if being 
used as a manure, although it was usually preferred to English 
lime for building purposes. The eastern awison consist of 
ane deposits of gravel, embedding quartz,syenite boulders, 
and slaty rock; and on the extreme west and north of the 
parish there are large deposits of quartz and reddish gravel 
of excellent quality for making roads. 

, Deposits——On the very top of Mormond there are large de- 
posits of peat moss, but, generally, the hill is composed of 
gravel and quartz boulders of small size, and lower down the 
hill the constituent parts of the gravel consists of granite, 
felspar, and mica. On the north-western division of the parish 
there are immense fields of peat moss lying at a pretty high 
level, but in consequence of the heavy demand that has been 
made upon it for fuel, and the little care that has been taken 
to promote its growth, it is gradually wasting away. This is 
not to be regretted, for it manifestly tends to deteriorate the 
climate by reason of its retaining for a long time the moisture 
which falls, and the frosts which these peat bogs engenders. 
The remains of trees, chiefly oak, has been found in the lower 
mosses in a state of considerable preservation, forming moss 
of a very dense nature; that on the higher is formed by the 
decomposition of heath, carices, rushes, and other plants which 
produce moss of a more or less spongy kind. 

Soils.—The soil is far from being uniform, and there is little 
land in the parish of a superior quality, but of late years much 
has been done in draining and otherwise improving it. There 
is a small extent of alluvial soil along the banks of Ugie, be- 
low the village, and in some flats upon the braes or hillsides, 
of a better quality, and in general the soil is of that nature 
which may be called fair and workable, and is made productive 
when large quantities of extraneous manures are applied to 
stimulate it into action. ‘ 

A 





FARMS AND FARMING. 


, | Hydrography. 

The north Ugie intersects and bounds the parish for about 
six miles, receiving in its course several small streams, so that 
at the lower boundary with Lonmay parish, at Mill of Denend, 
it is no inconsiderable stream. The only other stream worthy 
of notice is the burn of Aucheoch, which bounds the paris 
with New Deer on the west, and in its upper course it is called 
the “ Leeches burn.” The water in the North Ugie is utilised 
for propelling the machinery of the Strichen corn-grinding 
mills, and of the machinery of a small woollen mill there. It 
is well stored with common burn trout. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The older woods and plantations are all in the neighbour- 
hood of Strichen-house, and on the hill of Adziel. On the 
east or left side of the Ugie, or water of Strichen, there are 
several pretty large clumps of trees on Hillhead and Meadow- 
hill, ee a Sasi abls extent of ground has recently been 
pee along the south face of Mormond. The Strichen- 

ouse woods are mostly old and full grown, but the “furious 
hurricanes of 1861, and October, 1864,” did great damage, and 
threw down many of the oldest and finest of them.* The 
most remarkable trees in the grounds are some fair specimens 
of Scotch firs, larch, spruce, and silver firs. There are also 
some fine specimens of oak, birch, and ash trees, said to be up- 
wards of 300 years old ; and some fair specimens of lime, alder, 
birch, gean, and rowan trees, apple of 150 years. The 
qounee plantations outside the private grounds and on the 
ower slopes of the hill of Mormond, appear to be in a thriving 
state, and in course of time will add much to the shelter of 
the district, which is much wanted, especially on the southern 
face of Mormond. 

Botany.—The botanical productions of the parish are with- 
out any interest, no rare plants have ever been found in it. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following statement will show the number of purely 
agricultural holdings in a classified form, viz.:— | 
No. at hee above No.atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 


£ £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
26 25 18 19 32 


* Around the place of Strichen there a good many old trees. They drew a 
dae Pair from the late Dr. Johnson, who says, in his ‘‘ Tour through Scot-" 
land,” that ‘‘he had travelled two hundred miles, and had seen only one tree. - 
not younger than himself; but at Strichen he saw trees of full growth, worthy 
of notice.” —Statistical Account of Strichen, 1793. | 
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And 7 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Strichen, year 


1872-73, é ‘ ‘ ‘ . ; : ; . £6,686 7 1 
Do. Mansion-house, Home Farm, Gardens and Wood- 
S.- .% : : ‘ ‘ : : F : ‘ 555 0 0 
Do. Moss, Market Customs, and Town-hall, 56 0 0 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, and Brewery ; : ; 88 0 0 
Do. Manses and Glebes, and Schoolmaster’s House and 
Garden, ; é ; ‘ j . ; j ; 117 0 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, ; . , 51 6 2 
Do. - Houses and Feu-ground in the Village of Stricher, . 2,234 15 0 
Do. Houses and Feu-ground in the Village of New Leeds, 148 4 0 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway (Fraserburgh Ex- 
tension), ‘ : ; , , 5 : 1,229 0 0 
Total value, . go. - he ‘ i . £11,265 12 0 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :-— 
The Trustees of the late nomee Alexander Baird, Esq. of Strichen. 
The Great North of Scotland Railway Co. Fraserburgh Extension. 


And 132 owners of houses and land whose rents or value is under £100 a-year. 


Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years, and the 
rotation of crops, which was, until a recent period, the seventh- 
course shift, viz. (1, 2, and 3) grass; (1 and 2) oats; (1) tur- 
nips ; (1) oats sown with rye grass seeds and clover. 

ies rotation, however, has been varied to the sixth and 
fifth-courses, the latter being very new ground and with only 
two grasses, much less hay is cut than under any of other two 
rotations. Oats are the ahiet cereal crop, very little bere, bigg, 
or barley is grown. 

Turnips are very successfully grown, and for securing a good 
crop, great quantities of extraneous manures are used in addi- 
tion to the ordinary farm-yard manure, and when mixed 
secures a good crop of both swedes and yellow ; which are now 
grown in nearly equal proportions. 

Reclamation of Land.—The late proprietor of the estate 
(Lord Lovat) reclaimed, it is said, upwards of 1,000 acres be- 
tween the years 1824 and 1855, and the present proprietors 
have been pushing on improvements in draining and house 
building to a great extent. 

Farm Steadings.—These over the whole parish have been 
greatly improved since the late Mr. Baird purchased the estate, 
everywhere substantial offices have been erected with slated 
roofs—in many cases new steadings have been built, and 
others renovated and made commodious, with, in most cases, 
thrashing-mills attached, which are mostly propelled by water- 
power, which has been sought and collected into gather dams. 
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The farm houses, of which there has been about 40 built 
within the past 19 years, appear to be unnecessarily large, and 
generally have two full storeys in them, besides an attic 
storey; and some of them appear to be fitted up for storing | 
grain rather than for domestic use. : 
Cattle Stock—These consist of the usual Buchan breed of 
cattle, crossed with shorthorns, and although there are some 
good store cattle to be found among them, they appear to be 
In general too much crossed, and there are few superior or 
pure herds of either kind within the district. | 


Mansion Houses. 


Strichen House, the only residential mansion in the parish, 
was built in 1821. It is a very elegant, large, and commodious 
building. It is in the Grecian style of architecture, relieved 
in front, which is to the west, by a portico with fluted Doric 
pillars. It measures 126 feet by 90, and has three storeys, 
although only two show above ground. It is all built of 
tee which was found upon the estate, and the interior 1s 

tted up and furnished (by the late Mr. Baird) in a style of 
great magnificence in painting and decorating. The grounds 
were originally laid out by the late eminent English landscape 
gardener, Mr. Gilpin, but under the present proprietors have 
undergone considerable alterations and improvements, includ- 
ing new coach-house and new farm-steading, a new lodge at 
the entrance to the policies, and an artificial lake of a few 
acres in extent. | 

Roads. 


The Buchan turnpike road intersects and runs along the 
ae from near the Brucklay Railway Station towards New 
itsligo, a distance of nearly four miles; the Strichen and 
Fraserburgh road intersects it for about a mile and a half; . 
and the Strichen and Pitsligo road runs through the village 
from the Mintlaw and Fraserburgh road near Denend to the 
boundary of the parish with Tyrie, to within about a mile 
otf New Pitsligo, a distance of about six miles. Other two. 
roads lead southwards from the village, the one leading to - 
New Deer by the west side of Brucklay, and the other to — 
Old Deer, along the east side of the “ White Cow,” and by the 
Mill of Bruxie. 

: Bridges. 


Before the Railway was opened there were four bridges .. 
across the Ugie in the neighbourhood of Strichen village. The 
oldest one appears of the humpback style, the one opposite 
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the south end. of the village has on it the date of 1777, and 
the other two, which are to the north of these, are of more 
modern construction. 7 

Railways. 


The Formartine and Buchan Railway (Fraserburgh Exten- 
sion) intersects the parish for about six miles, 420 yards. The 
Brucklay Station is within half a mile of the southern bound- 
ary, and to it the traffic of the southern division of the parish 
is drawn. The Strichen Railway Station accommodates the 
traffic there, and the Mormond Station is within a short dis- 
tance of the north-eastern boundary with Rathen. The Bruck- 
lay Station is 33 miles from Aberdeen, the Strichen Station 37 
miles, and the Mormond Station 39} miles. Mormond is 72 
miles from Fraserburgh, Strichen is 10}, and Brucklay is 144 
miles by railway. 

Villages. 

The village of Strichen, or Mormond, stands on the left bank 
of the Ugie, and was laid out in 1764 by the late Lord Strichen, 
the proprietor, then one of the Judges of the Court of Session, 
It is laid out in streets, which cross each other at right angles, 
and the houses are regularly built, the majority of them being 
but one storied. There are churches and schools of four de- 
nominations either in the village or in the neighbourhood— 
Established, Free, Episcopal, and Catholic; and a school en- 
dowed by the late “James Nicol,” which is intended for the 
benefit of the poorer classes. The “Town-house,” the only 
public building in the place, is an oblong building of two 
‘storeys in height, with an embrasured coping, and in the east 
gable there is a square embattled tower, the corners of which 
support flat-headed turrets. The tower is surmounted by an 
octagonal lanthorn, and from it arises an elegant spire, with an 
embattled belt half way up. This building was erected in 
1816, by the late Mrs. Fraser of Strichen, and cost about 
£2,000. The lower portion of the building was recently fitted 
up as a female school, and the upper storey is occupied as the 
- *Town-hall.” 

Banks. 


There are two bank agencies, viz., the “Town and County,” 
and the “ North of Scotland.” A Savings Bank was established 
many years ago, which has been of great benefit to the work- 
ing-classes. | 

There are about a dozen of shops who deal in grocery, haber- 
dashery, and hardware goods, with bakers, butchers, shoe- 
makers, and tailors, and generally there are plenty of masons, 
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house carpenters, blacksmiths, &c. There is a small woollen 
manufactory and a brewery near the village, and two corn- 
grinding mills, one at Oldmill and the other at Denend. 


LInbrary. 


There is a well-selected library, and the books are given out 
on payment of a small sum annually. 


Friendly Socreties. 

There is in the village a Friendly Society, which, by the pay- 
ment of a small sum annually, yields some aid to old men 
above the age of sixty,.and to widows. There is also an Odd- 
fellows’ Society, and a Mason Lodge. 

Population of the village of Strichen in 1861, 1,080; and in 
1871, 1,184. 

New Leeds is but a poor place, with only 18 dwelling-houses, 
built on feu properties, and a small United Presbyterian Church 
and Manse. It was at one time much larger, and it was then 
called the “city of sin and misery,” but since smuggling was 
suppressed, and poaching almost abandoned, and honest labour 
substituted for such like lawless pursuits, a great change has 
taken place in the habits of the people of the place. The 
feuars in both places hold their feus under perpetual charters. 


Fairs. 


Monthly markets are held, for the sale of cattle, on a broad 
level space of ground between the village and the railway 
station, on the first Thursday of each month throughout the 
year. Statutory fairs are also held on the Wednesday after 
the 19th of May ; and on the Wednesday after the 12th of 
November, for hiring. 


Inns and Alehouses. 


There are three inns in the village of Strichen, the principal 
one being the Mormond Hotel, and a good many shops licensed 
for the sale of spirits, porter, and ales, but not to be consumed 
on the premises. . 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF STRICHEN, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 14Tx MAY, 1871. — 


Receipts from Assessments, . ; ; , ; 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 


Total receipts, . . . .« «© © «© « £878 19 10 


-£862 14 2. 
16 5 8: 
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Expenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . « £667 010 
Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ : : ; : 28 14 1 
Medical Relief, ‘ ‘ ‘ ; : : : 21 0 0 
sara Nasi a ee oe ee ee 86 2 10 
Law Expenses, , : : ; nu ; 1114 1 
Balance in hand, . : : ; ; : 64 8 0 


oa £878 19 10 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


























ete Died or ceased to 
Relieved during the year. : : Casual Poor. 

Population 8 y receive relief. Fatuous 

in 7 eae : or 

1861. Regis- _| Other : 
OTe. Males. | Females. | Total. Depend- tered Depend Casual Depend-| Insane. 
or. 
2,472 21 81 102 56 13 7 16 1] 10 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
‘8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are three elected 
members on the Board. 

ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT, DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14TH MAY, 
. 1871, BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES FOR SCOTLAND. 





Receipts from Assessments, . .. ‘ ; , : , £18 16 94 
Expenditure on Drainage, eee a é : £27 6 44 
Do. on other purposes, including Salaries, 5 0 0 
Total, : , ‘ : ; , ‘ £32 6 44 
a 


IJ.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


« STRECHIN, 2 court, the seat of Fraser of Strechin, descended 
of the Frasers of Lovat; the first of this family, Thomas (who 
lived under Queen Mary), having been the second son of 
Alexander Lord Lovat, by Jane, daughter of Sir John Camp- 
bell of Calder.” * 

The estate of Strichen, which then comprehended the whole 
parish, excepting about 15 acres, was sold in 1855, by the pre- 
sent Lord Lovat, to the late Mr. George Baird of the Gart- 
sherrie Iron Works, and is now the property of his son, who 1s 
a minor. 


_ * Anderson’s Historical Account of the family of Fraser, Edinburgh, 1825, 
‘pp. 174-188, : 
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TIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Church was built in 1799, in the west end of the church- 
ard, in lieu of the old one, which was found in a decayed state. 
t is situated within a fourth of a mile of the village, and near 

the centre of the parish, and is seated for upwards of 900. 

The Manse was built in 1748, but at different times it has 

undergone repairs and small additions, and is now a comfort- 

able residence. It is valued, along with the domestic offices, 
at £21 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £10. The stipend 
is made up, by an Exchequer allowance, to £150, with £8 6s. 8d. 
for communion elements. The schoolmaster’s house and gar- 
den are valued at £16; the Episcopal parsonage and garden at 
£20; the Free Church Manse and garden at £20; and the 
house, garden, and ground at Woodside, belonging to the 

Roman Catholic clergyman, at £40 a-year. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Charles B. Dunn, Town and County Bank, clerk and treasurer. 
School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. At the 
Strichen public school there are 114 scholars; and at the 
female school there are 63. Population of the parish in 1871, 
2,254. 

Parochial Registers—tThe earliest registers appear as far — 
' back as the year 1676. A register of marriages and baptisms, 
and minutes of kirk-session, had been kept for the years 1701 
to 1735. After that time, till 1785 (with the exception of a 
register of births) no register appears to have been kept, or, if 
there had been any, they must have been lost. 


IV.—NOTABLE CHARACTERS. . 


JAMES Nico. was a merchant in the village, and kept a grocery 
store. Hewas a bachelor and miser also. He was a politician 
in his own way, and wrote some pamphlets on the cultivation 
of waste lands in Scotland, with reference to emigration. He 
left the bulk of his property for the purpose of endowing a 
school for the benefit of the poorer nee which is, we be- 
lieve, supplemented by a grant from the savings of a parochial 
schoolmaster, named GorDON, another bachelor and miser, who 
amassed the handsome sum of £7,000. 
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V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


In the plantations, and about 300 yards north of the Mansion- 
house of Strichen, are the remains of a Druidical temple ;* and 
west of the house are the remains of a hermitage, and probably 
what may be the ruins of a chapel, or religious house of some 
kind. In the churchyard stands what is conjectured to be the 
aisle of the old parish church, which was built in 1620, when 
Strichen was first formed into a parish. It appears to have 
been renovated, and to have served the purpose of a jail, or 
lock-up ; for “drunk and disorderlies” were fully as common 
then as now; and some rare fights took place in the neigh- 
bourhood of the church in these days; hence the convenience 
of the old jail and the kirkyard. | 

The “ White-horse of Mormond,” on the south-west of the 
_ hill, attracts the attention of the passers-by, and also those at 
a considerable distance. The figure is cut out in the heath, 
and filled with white stones. When the spot is closely in- 
spected, it appears to be an unshapely mass of white pebbles, 
covering about half an acre. But seen from the village, and 
for miles farther off, the horse is perfect in outline. The ruins 
of a hunting lodge stand on the west top of the hill, and forms 
& very prominent object of view. An inscription, still pre- 
served on a stone of the lodge, shows the amount of dignity 
with which the keeper was invested :— 


‘*This hunter’s lodge Rob Gibb commands.” 


In the earlier period of the history of Strichen, the people 
carried their dead across the hill to the burying-ground on the 
Rathen side ; and the footpath can still be traced, as well as a 
Cairn, whereon they rested before taking the steepest part of 
the hill. The cairn lies between Dencalie, and the top of the 


* ‘Dr, Johnson was curious to see one of those structures, which northern 
antiquarians call a Druid’s temple. I had a recollection of one at Strichen, 
which I had seen fifteen years ago (1773) ; so we went four miles out of our 
road, after passing Old Deer, and went thither. Mr. Fraser, the proprietor, 
was at home, and showed it to us. But I had augmented it in my mind ; for 
all that remains is two stones set up on end, with a long one laid upon them, 
as was usual, and one stone at a little distance fromthem. That stone was the 
capital one of the circle which surrounded what now remains. Mr. Fraser was 
very hospitable. There was. a fair at Strichen; and he had several of his 
neighbours from it at dinner. One of them, Dr. Fraser, who had been in the 
army, remembered to have seen Dr. Johnson at a lecture on experimental 
philosophy, at Lichfield. The doctor recollected being at the lecture, and he 
was surprised to find here somebody who knew him.”—-Boswell’s Journal of a 
Tour to the Hebrides. Cocker’s Edition of Boswell’s Life of Johnson, London, 


1881, Vol. ii. pp. 340, 341. 
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hill of Dencalie. It may mean either “the den of the wood,” | 
or, “the den of the old woman ”—coille, in Gaelic, meaning a 
wood ; and cailleach, “an old woman.” The “Fount-stone”’ is 
situated higher up the hill; and here, it is said, the minister of 
_Rathen, before Strichen was constituted a parish, met those of 
“his parishioners who wished the ordnance of baptism adminis- 
- tered to their children. 

On the south-eastern slope of Mormond, recently, there has 
been cut the form of a stag, which is filled with white pebbles, 
and is distinctly seen all over the lower parts of Buchan. 


_ PARISH OF TARLAND AND MIGVIE. 


PRESBYTERY OF KINCARDINE O’NEIL—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. | 








| Etymology. 

TARLAND, according to some, means “ the flat or level ground,” 
according to others it means “ the flat land at the head of the 
loch.” Kither meaning suits the situation well enough. The 
village is situated at the head of an extensive flat, and, until 
within 30 years ago, a marsh extended from near the church 
of Coull to near the church of Tarland. Of the meaning of 
Migvie nobody can form any plausible conjecture. 


Boundaries. 


The parish of Tarland proper is bounded by Leochel-Cushnie 
on the north; by Coul on the east and south ; and by Logie- 
Coldstone on the west. The detached portion of the parish, 
which is situated in Strathdon, is surrounded by that parish 
on the east, south, and west, with Banffshire on the north. The 

rincipal portion of Migvie is surrounded by the parish of 

ogie-Coldstone, with Towie on the north; and the portion 
of the part of Migvie which lies on the right bank of the Don, | 
and on the Deskry, below the confluence of the two streams, 
has Glenbucket on the north, Towie on the east, Logie-Cold- 
stone on the south, and Strathdon on the west. 


Extent. 


The parish consists of the four portions above mentioned, 
which are all detached from each other. The first, the parish 
of Tarland proper, in which is the village and the parish church, 
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extends about 3} miles from north to south, and about $1 from 
north-east. to south-west, and comprehends an area of 4,719} 
acres. The second, or Migvie portion, is detached, and lies 
about a mile west of Tarland proper. This division is about 
three miles in length from south-east to north-west, and will 
average about a mile in breadth, and is computed to contain 
1,969 acres. The Deskry side portion lies about two miles 
north-west of Migvie proper, and is about three miles in length 
from north to south, and two from east to west, and contains 
2,3987 acres. The fourth, or Strathdon portion of Tarland, 
situate on the north side of the Don, is about two miles higher 
up the river than the influx of the Deskry. This division of 
the parish extends along the Don from nearly opposite to the 
church of Strathdon to Tornahaish, a distance, in a direct line, 
of about 43 miles, and extending northward from the river to 
the Banffshire boundary about 6} miles. The area of this 
division is computed to be 8,293? acres. The whole four divi- 
slons comprehending an area of 17,381} acres. 


Topography. | 

The village of Tarland is about 440 feet above sea level ; the 
new church is 510 feet ; and the highest point on the Aber- 
deen turnpike, near Cauldhame, betwixt the parishes of Tar- 
land and Coull, is 529 feet. The highest land on this division 
of the parish is the oe on the Cushnie Hills, where the pa- 
rish joins Logie-Coldstone and Leochel-Cushnie, and is 2,014 
feet above sea level. The house of Tillypronie, in the Migvie 
division, is about 1,120 feet. The houses of Rippachy, on the 
Deskry side division, are 966 feet, and the lowest point on the 
Don on the Towie boundary is about 780 feet above sea level. 
The lowest point on the Strathdon division of Tarland parish, 
at the influx of the Nochty, is about 915 feet, and the confluence 
of the Ernan with the Don, is nearly 1,000 feet above sea level. 
The houses of Braeashiel, in Glenernan, 1,379 feet’ Here the 
arable land reaches to 1,500 feet ; and the highest mountains 
on the Banfishire boundary are about 2,680 feet above sea level. 
Tarland proper, and the principal part of Migvie, are situated 
in the:district of Cromar, which was so named from Martach, 
one of Fergus I. captains, who got it from his master in re- 
ward of his services. Of this district Cromar seems to have 
been the most valuable portion, Cromar signifying “the heart 
of Mar.” The Deskry side portion of Migvie, and the Strath- 
don portion of Tarland, are supposed to have been shieling or 
grazing pas of the proprietors of Migvie and Tarland, who, 
as they began to be cultivated, sold them as valuable property. 
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| Geology and Soils. . 7 

The rocks in Tarland proper are all of the primitive class, — 
granite occupying the central division of the parish from east 
to west. It is of various colours, occasioned by the contained _ 
- quantity of felspar, the most abundant material in its compo- 
sition, and from which the tint of the rock is derived, and 
pala it is overlaid by a light friable kindly soil. On the 
ace of the north-eastern hills the subsoil is clay embedding 
boulder rocks, and towards the top of the hills it is thin blue 
clay, which is overlaid by muir and mossy soils of a very sterile 
nature. Along the burn of Tarland there is a large tract of 
alluvial land, overlying beds of gravel and moss, which is very 
ae ea bi and is considered the best in the district. In 
_ Migvie proper the land around the church is a rich loam over- 

lying beds of granite and disintegrated rock. On the higher 
parts the soil is gravelly and poor, resting on a shingly bottom, 
and on the lower parts the soil is of a clayey nature, mixed 
with small rounded stones, and embedding boulder rocks. 

The rocks on the upper parts of the Deskry side division of 
the parish are syenite of a very brecciated character ; those 
on the lower, or Donside division, are of the syenitic or green- 
stone class, and appear in masses and boulders of all sizes. 
ae soil, in general, is thin, and produces but middling crops 
of oats. | 

The geology and soils in the Strathdon portion of Tarland 
seal been generally described in the Strathdon section of this 
work. 

Hydrography. . 

The burn of Tarland has its source in the north-western 
parts of Migvie proper, and including the interjecting portion 
of Logie Coldstone: has a course of about six miles, till it falls 
into the parish of Coull, The water of Deskry bounds and 
intersects the northern portion of Migvie parish for about four 
miles, the Don bounding it on the north for upwards of three 
miles. The Don forms the south boundary of the Strathdon | 
ee of Tarland, on the south, for about 54 miles, and the 

rnan has its source in this division, and intersects it for about 
64 miles, falling into the river at Inverernan. The Don and 
Deskry abound in small burn trout. The burn at Tarland 
propels the machinery of a corn-grinding mill at Tarland, and 
the burn of Old Mill, before its junction with the former, pro- 
pels the machinery of a small woollen mill; and the water of — 
Deskry propels the machinery of the mill of Rippachy. Be- 
sides these, the agricultural and domestic wants. of the parish 
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are generally well supplied with water by many of the small 
streams and perennial springs. 


Arboriculture and Botuny. 


The chief plantations in the Tarland division are those on 
the property of the Earl of Aberdeen and on Ranna. Those 
in Migvie are upon the estate of Tillypronie; those upon the 
Deskry are on Rippachy and Colquaich ; and those in Strath- 
don are upon Candacraig, Inverernan, Edinglassie, and Skella- 
ter. The plantations on the Tarland division consist of some 
large clumps of old Scots fir and larch on the Aberdeen estate, 
with some old ash trees at the village. On the higher ground 
to the north there are some younger plantations of Scots fir 
and larch upon the higher ground of Ranna, which have a 
thriving appearance, and some well grown beech-hedges at 
Old Mill. On Tillypronie the belts and clumps of plantations 
around the house are mostly young, and on the higher ground 
to the north-east of the mansion there are some older Scots 
firs and larch. On Deskry side the plantations consist of old 
Scots firs and larch, with birch scrub along the banks of the 
Don. In the Strathdon division of Tarland, and along the 
valleys of the Don and the Ernan, there is a considerable ex- 
tent of planted ground in various situations, which has been 
described in the Strathdon portion of this work. 

Botany.—The botanical productions of Tarland and Migvie 
proper have no special interest attached to them. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following list will show the number of agricultural holdings 
in a clasified form, viz. :— | 


No. atand above No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £5 F £20 Ps 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10, 
10 26 26 13 26 
_ And 9 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 


Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Tarland and Migvie, 


| year 1872-73, . ; : . ; ; : . £4,494 4 9 

Do. Mansion-houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . : : : : ‘ ; : : - 1,049 11 3 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . : ge 403 10 0 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, or Machinery, . ‘ ; ; 10 0 0 
Do. Market Customs and Court-room, . ; ‘ ; 12 0 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, , ‘ 66 6 0 
0 


Do.. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ; 384 0 


Total value, : j ; ; . £6,419 12 0 
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_ Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 a-year— 

The Right Honourable, The Earl of Aberdeen. 

Alexander Leith, Esq. of Colquaich. 

Francis Farquharson, ED of Finzean, Migvie. 

General John Forbes, of Inverernan. 

Sir John Forbes Clark, Bart., of Tillypronie. 

John Duguid Milne, Esq. of Ranna. 

James Ross, Esq. of Downside. — 

Andrew Robertson, Esq. of Hopewell. 

William Adam, Esq. of Westown. 

Sir Charles Forbes, Bart., Edinglassie, Skellater, and Candacraig. 


And 21 proprietors of houses and land whose rents are under £100 a-year. 


Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years ; and the 
rotation of cropping followed is chiefly the fifth-course shift. 
The oats grown in Cromar generally are considered to be of 
excellent quality, especially for milling. The turnip crops are 
usually good. The grass is early and nutritive, but not very 
abundant, neither does it last long in the season. 

Cuttle Stock.—Good herds of cattle are to be found on most 
of the larger farms. They mostly consist of the native breeds, 
crossed with shorthorned bulls. Few sheep are kept in Tar- 
land and Migvie proper; but on Deskry side, and in Strath- 
clon divisions, small blackfaced stocks are to be found. There 
is in Tarland a yearly cattle and seed show, at which the com- 
petition is spirited, and the specimens of live stock exhibited 
are most creditable to the district. The farmers, as a rule, are 
industrious, shrewd, and successful. 

Houses.—The farm steadings in the Cromar divisions of the 
parish are of a superior class of buildings, having every con- 
venience for the rearing and feeding of cattle stock, with 
thrashing mills attached: which are generally propelled by 
water-power. The dwelling-houses are of a superior class, and 
most of these have slated roofs. 

Fences, &c.—The arable land in the Cromar divisions is 
mostly enclosed by stone dykes, and a great proportion of it 
has been thoroughly drained. In the Deskry side and Strath- 
don divisions, the plough has been pushed far up the hill- 
sides, and generally much new land has been brought into 
cultivation within the past 30 years, a 
_ VILLAGE OF TARLAND.—The village of Tarland is a burgh of 
barony. The Sheriff Court, for the district in which it is 
situated, has been held in it up to the present time. But now, 
because of the distance of Tarland from any railway station, 
the seat of the Court is to be transferred to Aboyne. Up to 
1797 the whole of the village and village lands were in the 
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hands of four tenants, who sublet to others. In consequence, 
the houses were wretched in the extreme, and the farming 
most perfunctory. In 1797 an end was put to this state of 
matters, and all held direct of the proprietor, Lord Aberdeen. 
The benefit of this change was soon seen on improved houses 
and.on improved tillage. Up to 1820 Tarland Village was a 
kind of capital for the surrounding district, embracing the 
varishes. of Lumphanan, Leochel-Cushnie, Strathdon, Towle, 

irse, Aboyne, Glenmuick, and Crathie. Up to that year there 
was a weekly market held in it for the sale of the produce of 
this wide district. The villagers at this time were nearly all 
smugglers, and subsisted in a great measure by selling whisky 
to those who frequented these markets. Besides these weekly 
markets there were then, and are still, though now of con- 
siderably diminished importance, seven annual markets, viz. :-— 
Breagh Fair at Martinmas; Yule Market in January; the 
Horse Market in March; Rood Fuir at Whitsunday ; the Cow 
Market the week after; Luaf Fair in July ; and Lumnmus 
Market in August. These annual fairs often ended in cudgel 
fights, hence the phrase—Tarland Law, or the Law of the 
Cudgel! In these melees the Birse men would sumetimes 
arrange themselves against the Strathdon men, or the Leochel- 
Cushnie men against the Aboyne men, but, usually, the Tar- 
land men against all and sundry. Though on the visits of 
these strangers their living very much depended, they seem 
to have thought of no other reception than to a taste of the 
cudgel :— 

** ‘You'll find as good as e’er drew bluid, 
To fight in Tarland town man ; 


Knock down their foes wi’ hearty blows, 
An’ nobly claw their crown, man. 


Ye needna come o’er frae Strathdon, 
To brag and daur Cromar, man ; 
From ‘lowie side, wi’ fouth o’ pride, 
For Tarland winna scaur, man. 

Our Deeside boys mak’ little noise, 
They ken our Tarland laws, man ; 


They needna come to try our han’ 
At clubs or shak o’ fa’s, man. 


The Leochel Bairns may keep their glens, 
Among their frost and snaw, man, 

Gin they come here we'll gie them cheer, 
And chase them far awa’, man.” 


The statutory markets are now held on Wednesday the 5th of 
January, or on the 5th if Wednesday. In February, on the 
second and last Wednesday (O. 8.) In May, on the first Wed- 
nesday, and on the Wednesday after the 26th. In June, on 
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the Friday after St. Sair’s fair. In August, on the Friday after 
the first Tuesday (O.S.) In November, on Tuesday and Wed- 
nesday after the 22nd, or on that day if Tuesday. | 

_ The village of Tarland has recently been converted into a- 
special district for drainage purposes, and a supply of water 
has been introduced under the Public Health Beotland) Act 
to the lower parts of it ; 

Ns. 


There are two inns in the village, and some shops licensed 
to sell spirits, porter, and ales, but not to be consumed on the 


premises, | 
Banks, &e. 


A savings’ bank was established in 1836. There are also 
branches of the Aberdeen Town and County Bank, and the 
Union Bank of Scotland ; several shops, containing grocery, 
haberdashery, hardware goods, and other articles required for 
domestic and a ricultural pur oses. There is also a baker and 
butcher, with shoemakers, halon house carpenters, and other 
tradesmen in the village. Population in 1861, 316, 1871, 269. 


Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Tillypronie, the residence of Sir John 
¥. Clark, Bart., is situated in the western oe of Migvie proper, 
and is a very expensive structure, fitted up with every con- 
ceivable modern convenience. The residence of Hopewell 
belonging to Andrew Robertson, Esq., is a tasteful, but very 
much less pretentious structure. In the Strathdon division, 
there are the Mansion Houses of Candacraig, Edinglassie, and 
Skellater, which belong to Sir Charles Forbes of Newe, and of 
Inverernan, belonging to General Forbes, which we have de- 
scribed in the Strathdon part of this work. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen, Strathdon, and Corgarff road accommodates 
the Strathdon or upper portion of Tarland, and Tornahaish, 
which is on the west boundary, is 50} miles from Aberdeen, and 
1,153 feet above sea level. The Dee and Donside road from 
Cambus O’May to Colquhonny, intersects the southern and 
northern portions of Migvie by the bridge of Boltingstone, on 
the Deskry; and the Tarland or Cromar road runs through 
Migvie ae by the church, joining the latter road near the 
top of the hill west of Tillypronie. The Aboyne and Tarland 
road runs from Aboyne along the burn of Tarland; and the 
Aberdeen and Tarland high road intersects the northern part 
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of the parish from near Cauldhame to the village, which is 
distant from Aberdeen, by this road, about 30 miles. 


Ratlway. 
The nearest railway to the village of Tarland is the Aboyne 


Station on the Deeside line. It is distant 54 miles therefrom, 
and the Aboyne Statibn is distant from Aberdeen 324 miles. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TARLAND, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . 


‘ , : : £233 19 114 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . : ; 19 7 2 


Total receipts, . ‘ . £253 7 14 
Aa 
Hapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . £172 2 23 

Relief of Casual Poor, . : , ; ‘ 119 3 
Medical Relief, . : ‘ , ‘ ; ; 13 0 0 
Management, . . . . «. © . 3111 1 
Balance in hand, : ‘ ; ‘ 34.14 7 

Total expenditure, . ‘ . eo £253 7 14 

eee, 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 





Relieved during the year. | Died or ceased to) Casual Poor, 


POUR a ee esos 


= Regis- Other | 
1861. Depend- gis | Depend- Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. anta, bhi ants, li arta. 























San teniasathemeeeintiniaanne ecmet Waaimamemaeanerae et 


1,246 9 16 25 16 15 12 3 0 2 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two 
elected members or managers on the Board. 


II.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


TuE first notice of Tarland dates from the 12th century. In 
1158, Morgund, Earl of Mar, gave the church of Tharvulend 
with its tithes and oblations, its land and a mill to the priory 
‘of St. Andrews. = j 

| : : 
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IIL—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


' Tae Church of Tarland was dedicated to St. Mathuloch. 
Migvie had for its tutelar Saint Finnian, bishop in Scotland, 
uinider King Ferchard II. about A.D. DC.LX. Of the union 
of the two parishes there is no sessional or other record, but it 
- 1s supposed to have taken place about 1700. 

In 1748, the stipend of both parishes modified, was 4,700 
merks, money, 5 bolls meal of 8 stones per boll, 13 boll bear, 
and £40 Scotch for communion elements. The Tarland Glebe 
at this time was 4 Scotch acres, and the Migvie Glebe 3 acres. 
The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £30, and the 
Glebe and garden at £20. TheStipend, as modified December 
20, 1856, is 8 chalders meal and 8 chalders barley, with £8 6s. 
8d. for communion elements. And the Glebe, the whole of 
which is now beside the manse, as excambed in 1844, consists 
of 9 acres, 2 roods, imperial measure. 

The present Parish Church, which is beside the village of 
Tarland, was opened in 1870. It is a most substantial and 
handsome structure, being built at an expense of £2,300. Had 
it only aspire, which could be got for about £500, it would be a 

reat ornament to the district. The Migvie fabric is kept up 
y voluntary contributions, and is at present in good repair. 

The Free Church Manse and offices stand a little to the 
south-west of the village, and are valued at £22. The parochial 
schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £10. 

The Tarland Public School consists of two departments, the 
higher department (the old parish school), teaching the four 
highest standards, and the boys of the second, the lower depart- 
ment (at one time the Aberdeen Female Memorial School), 
teaching the girls of standards two, all who are below stan- 
dard one, and all girls that prefer to attend it. The higher 
department is taught by a master with one pupil teacher, the 
lower by a master and two pupil teachers. - The average-atten- 
darice of the higher department, 60; and of the lower, 70. The 
Migvie Public School (formerly an Assembly School) has-an 
average attendance of 50. Deskryside is et by a school 
supported by Sir Charles Forbes, lying within the parish of 
Strathdon. The Strathdon district is supplied by a school at 
Lochlea, lying within the parish of Strathdon, to which Tarland 
contributes £15. Number of children in the parish between 5 
and 13 years of age, 256,boys 129, girls 127 ; of these 43 do not 
attend school. e number under 5 years of age is 155, boys 
72, and 83 girls, of these 6 attend school. | — 
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School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Sir John Forbes Clark, Bart., of Tillypronie, chairman ; John 
Charles, Town and County Bank, clerk and treasurer. School 
Rate, 5d. per £. Bible and Catechism taught. Population, 
1871, 1,275. | 

Parochial Registers—The session records go back to 1755, 
the first entry being the ordination of Thomas Mitchell, as 
minister of the united parishes of Tarland and Migvie. In 
that year it is eetordad there were no regular session re- 
cords or register of baptisms. The session of that day, not- 
withstanding their lamentation, did not remedy the deficiency. 
The next entry is in 1766, recording Mr. Mitchell’s translation. 
From this last date they are pretty full down to the present 
time. From an old stone in the church, before the last date, 
it appears that James Ross was minister of Tarland in 1672. 
He is supposed to have been succeeded by Andrew Abercrombie, 
who died in 1700. After him came a Mr. Tosh, the year of 
whose death can’t be ascertained. 

After him came George Shepherd, translated to a charge 
near Edinburgh. Then Thomas Mitchell, translated to Tarves 
in 1768. Villiam Maitland, who died in 1799. Andrew 
Watson, then James Watson, son of the former, and the pre- 
sent incumbent, who succeeded to the charge in 1868. 

Church Collections—The church collections amounted to, 
for the year ended 14th May, 1871, £35 9s. 9d., of which sum 
£4 10s. was expended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


THE Castle of Migvie stood on an eminence near the old 
church. Hardly a vestige of it now remains. A stone, of 
ancient date apparently, was found in the churchyard of 
Migvie some years ago, and is now a conspicuous object 
there ; it has an ornamental cross on the one side, and a horse 
and rider at full speed on the other. On the top of the Kirk- 
hill are two stones, the one with a hand and crown, the other 
with a few ancient figures. On the farm of the Meadow, seve- 
ral stone cists were found a few years ago, containing ashes, 
In one of them was an urn in a wonderful state of preserva- 
tion, now in the possession of Mr. Farquharson of Finzean. 
On the farm of Mill of Migvie is a Pict’s house, fenced and 
planted round about, and carefully preserved. 

On the farm of Knowhead, on the north-east corner of Tar- 
land proper, there was a circle of upright stones, which is now 
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destroyed. Westward of Knowhead is another prosccané | 
ridge, rounded at the top, and called the Downe. ere were 
numerous cairns of various sizes, all surrounded by one and — 
sometimes by two concentric circles of stone, which projected a 
little above the surface. In most of those which have been 
opened a grave was found composed of flag stones, four or 44 
feet long, by two feet in breadth. In only one of them was 
any thing found, and these only parts of an urn of burnt clay. 
On the west side of the Downe there remained till lately the 
circle of stones which had surrounded a cairn after the stones 
of the latter had been removed, and the stone coffin which 
had been in its centre also removed, surrounded by a blue 
boulder of immense size. Descending from the Downe to- 
wards the village of Tarland, and on a rocky eminence, there 
stood, till lately, a circle of upright stones, and near to it were 
found a few well preserved arrow-heads of flint, along with a 
stone celt. Another circle of upright stones stood about a 
fourth of a mile westward of this circle. 

On the farm of Culsh was found a paved enclosure, and in 
it was got a small stripped bead or button. Near to this en- 
closure was found a grave, formed of six granite slabs brought 
from the hill of Ledlyk, which is at some distance. The grave 
must have been cut out of the rock, as the soil where it occurs 
is very shallow and on a bed of rock. 


*.* We are indebted to the Rev. Witu1am SKINNER, Minister of Tarland, for 
the greater portion of the history of the parish. 


PARISH OF TARVES. 


PRESBYTERY OF ELLON—SyYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
TARVES is generally supposed to be a compound of two Gaelic 
words, signifying Tar, a plain, and bhas or vas, which signifies 
death, whence we learn it must have been in ancient times a. 
place of bloodshed and slaughter. 


_ Boundaries. | Fe 
The parish is bounded on the north by Methlick and New 
Deer; on the east by Ellon; on the south by Udny and 
Bourtie ; and on the west by Meldrum and Fyvie. _ 
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Extent. 

The greatest length of Tarves from Cairnbrogie on the south 
to Quilquox on the north, is 84 miles in a direct line; and the 

eatest breadth, also in a direct line, from Millton of Drum- 
breck on the east to Couchercairn on the west, the distance 
is 74 miles. The whole area is computed to be 16,333 acres, 
673 decs. | 

Topography. 

The general appearance of the parish is undulating. The 
knolls and ridges rising on the south side of the Ythan, in a 
south-westerly direction, and those on the north division lie 
in a north-westerly. The lowermost point on the river at the 
influx of the burn of Schivas is about 53 feet above sea level, 
and the highest, at the influx of the burn of Kelly, is about 
64 feet, and 124 miles from the sea by the course of the river. 
The church of Tarves is 274 feet, the old castle of Tolquhon 
is about 320 feet, and the highest land on Cairnbrogie is 446 
feet. The U.P. church of Craigdam is 338 feet, the new church 
at Barthol Chapel * is 358 feet ; and the highest point on the 
road from Old Meldrum to Fyvie at Couchercairn is 476 feet. 
The Earl of Aberdeen’s monument on the hill of Ythsie is 389 
feet. The old Mansion House of Schivas is 200 feet, and the 
highest land on this division of the parish, on the boundary 
with New Deer at Skilmafilly, is 578 feet above sea level. 


Geology and Soils. 


The rocks in the parish consist of granite, gneiss, and lime- 
stone, the granite aad gneiss alternating with each other, and, in 
some cases the rocks appear on the surface; in other cases it 1s 
buried to a great depth beneath the superincumbent diluvial 
deposits of clay and gravel. A vein or bed of crystalline: 
limestone rock traverses the east side of the parish from 
the kirk of Udny on the south, passing through the Ythsies, 
and terminating in a high precipiece un the south bank of the 
Ythan. A vein also appears at Auquhorthies, on the borders 
of Meldrum parish, but, owing to the covered up state of the 
country, it appears there in a very limited space. The lime- 
stone has been worked in several places within the parish, and. 
found not sufficiently abundant to answer every purpose for 
which it was required, and of much less value as a manure 
than English lime. At one time there were large quantities - 
of greenstone boulders scattered over the surface, which were 


* A corruption of St. Bartholomew’s Chapel, and the Market Stance there, . 
is 381 feet. 
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& great obstruction to the plough, but most of them have . 

pen removed by incessant about and heavy expense to the 
- farmer. | 

Deposits—There are few deposits of alluvial matter within — 
the bounds of the parish which require notice. On the lower 
parts, and along the banks of the smaller streams, there are 
small stripes of alluvial soil of excellent quality, and on the 
lower knolls s arrieae! the soil rests on a diluvial deposit of 
peebly clay. In the western parts there are some patches of 
peat moss, resting on stiff blue clay, of a worthless nature. 

Soils.—The soil, in general, in the lower parts of the parish, 
is a strong yellow loam of various depths, and of good quality, 
and grows heavy crops of grain. The soil in the higher parts 
in the north and west division is of a lighter nature, but well 
fitted for the growth of grass and turnips. 

Hydrography. 

The Ythan intersects the parish from the burn of Kelly* to 
the burn of Schivas, a distance of about 24 miles, and the river 
forms the outfall of the whole. The division north of the 
Ythan has the water of Ebrie for part of its boundary, and the ~ 
small stream which falls in above Panglandiord for its western. 
The division south of the Ythan is bounded with Methlick by 
the burn of Kelly, which has its source at Keilyford, in the 
western parts of the parish. Besides these streams there are 
a number of small rivulets which intersect the southern divi- 
sion, affording the most efficient means for drainage, and an 
ample supply of water for agricultural and domestic purposes. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The chief plantations are those in the vicinity of the Haddo 
House policies. They consist chiefly of full grown Scots firs 
of pretty fair sizes, but not of fine quality. At the old Castle of 
Tolquhon there are some very fine old hardwood trees, among 
others are some fine chestnut, ash, beech, and yew trees in what 
has been the orchard, showing every appearance of luxuriance, 
strongly contrasting with the ruin which they adorn. Gene-. 


* ¢ Sir Thomas Menzies of Cults having procured that famous Pearl which 


‘was found in the brook or burne bf Kellie, as it runs into the river Ythan, . | 


which Pearle, for beauty and bigness, was the best that hath been at any time 
found in Scotland; our said Provost having found, by the judgement of the 
best jewelers in Edinburgh, that it was most precious, and of a very high 
value, went up to London and gifted it to the King. This was in the year 1620, 
Who, in retribution, pave him twelve or fourteen chalders of victuall about 
Dumfermling, and the Custom of Merchant-goods in Aberdeen during his 

life.”—A Succinct Survey of the Famous City of Aberdeen, pp. 238-239... . 
Aberdeen, 1685. 8vo. a ee 





FARMS AND FARMING. 1271 


rally throughout the parish, at farm-steads, there are clumps 
of old ash trees, and on the hills of Ythsie, Raxton, &c., there 
are some younger clumps of forest trees, but, on the whole, the 
parish is bare. At the old house of Schivas there are some 
remarkably fine beech trees, and a beautiful plane tree, which, 
according to tradition, was planted by a daughter of the Gray 
family, formerly proprietors of the estate. Tt passes amon 

the people in the neighbourhood by the name of “ Mary Gray.” 


Farms and Farnung. 

Exclusive, of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the. following list will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in the parish in a classified form, viz. :— 

No. at oa above No. at ri above No. at a above No. at “ above No. at a“ above 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
32 32 50 53 80 
And 26 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


Valuation -or rent of land in the parish of Tarves, for the 
year 1872-73, ; . £12,558 12 11 


Do. Part of Policies of Haddo House, Woodland, ’and 
part of Raxton, . ‘ ; ‘ ; ‘ ; 110 4 0 
Do. Factor’s House, Porter’s Lodges, Cottages, &c., ; 62 0 0 
Do. Inns, Shops, Bakehouse, &c., . ; ' ; : 4110 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . ‘ 141 2 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £100 of yearly value, . ; 144 0 0 
Total value, ; ; ‘ : . £12,957 8 11 
ae 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 a-year— 
| The Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen. 
And 8 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—The leases are all for 19 years. The rotation of 
cropping which is most generally followed on the larger farms 
18 he sixth course shift, and the smaller farms and crofts, and 
where the land is of a lighter quality, the fifth course shift is 
followed. In the five years course the crops which succeed 
each other are as follows :—1. oats; 2. turnips ; 3. oats or bar- 
ley, sown down with grass seeds; 4. grass; 5. grass. In the 
six year’s course the land is allowed to rest in grass, or 18 pas- 
tured for three years. Little grass is cut for hay, not more 
than is necessary for the horses kept on the farms. 
| Farm Buildings.—Those upon the larger farms are superior 
_ buildings, all built with stone and lime, and covered with slate. 
Most of the farm steadings have ene machines attached, 
‘some are propelled by water-power, some by horse, and on the 
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farm of Shethin there is one propelled by steam-power, which 
has been in operation for Realy 40 years. | : 

Fences.—The most of the principal farms are enclosed by 
substantial stone dykes, the materials for building fences being, — 
in most places, very abundant. There are some thriving thorn 
hedges, which add much to the shelter and beauty of the district. 

~ Cattle Stock.—The native breed of cattle, viz., the long horned, 
‘were succeeded by the polled breed of the Buchan district. 
The late William Hay, Shethin, was the first to introduce the 
shorthorned breed into Aberdeenshire, and he raised a very 
superior herd of cattle. His successor, Mr. Shepherd, also had 
a very fine herd of shorthorns, which were sold off in 1864; 
but many were gratified to find “at the Highland Society's 
Show in Aberdeen, in July, 1868, that a scion of a new herd 
at Shethin carried off the first prize for cows in a very extensive 
and close competition.” The most extensive breeders of short- 
horns in the parish now are Mr. Marr, Cairnbrogie, and Mr. 
Marr, Uppermill, each of them possessing herds of great purity 
and excellence. At both these places annual sales are usually 
held, and the breeding stock disposed of at these sales brin 
high prices. As a cattle-breeding district, Tarves may be sai 
to be unequalled in the County, both for pure shorthorns, and 
crosses with the native breed, and a large number of fine cross- 
bred animals are annually sent to the London market for 
slaughter at an early age, and bring from £20 to £25 a-head, 
when little more than two years old. 

Crops.—Superior crops of oats, barley, or bear, are grown, 
and the grain is of excellent quality ; bear or barley weighing, 
in good seasons, from 52 to 56 lbs., and oats from 40 to 45 lbs. 
per bushel. Turnips are grown in the proportion of one-fifth 
to one-sixth of the arable land, according to the rotation, and 
fine crops, both of swedes and yellows (now sown in about 
equal Pld esis are reduced. They are carted off the 
. ground and consumed by cattle all tied-up in stalls. The 
grass crops have been improved by recent drainage operations, 
which have tended so much to meliorate the heavier soils, and 
to improve the lower lying and damper land. | 


Mansion Houses. | Bes 
There are no territorial Mansion Houses now in the parish, 


The old Castle of Tolquhon, now in « ruinous condition, isa —— 
fine specimen of castellated architecture of ancient times. It 


was built by William Forbes, as the inscription on the front of — 
the building proves the date of its construction, and is tothe 
following effect :— mit a 
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‘AL THIS WARKE, EXCEPT THE AVLD TOVR, WAS BEGVN BE 
WILLIAM FORBES, 15 APRILE, srr) AND ENDIT BE HIM 20 OCTOBER, 


The tower was built by the Prestons, to whom the estate 
originally belonged, but in consequence of the marriage of 
Marjory, second daughter of Sir Henty Preston, Lord of For- 
_ martine, with Sir John Forbes, son to Sir John Forbes of that 

Ilk, in 1420, the castle and estate became the property of that 
family. The first Forbes of Tolquhon was fic son of Sir 
John with the “black lip,” and from his parentage was head 
of the family, with the exception of Lords Forbes and Pitsligo. 
William Forbes of Tolquhon (1702), the eleventh in succession, 
married Anne, the heiress of John Leith of Whitehaugh, and 
by her he had two sons and a daughter. “ His predecessor, in 
the latter years of his life, had been subjected to the control of 
_ designing people, and being then in a state of dotage, he, under 
their guidance, so burdened the estate, that a sale became 
necessary ; at all events, the same parties who brought on this 
state of affairs, procured its sale, which took place by order of 
the Court of Session, in 1716, the purchaser being Lieutenant- 
Colonel Francis Farquhar, from whom it passed to William, 
Earl of Aberdeen. illiam Forbes was so dissatisfied with the 
transaction, and with the decision that had placed his paternal 
estates in other hands, that he refused to quit the house, until 
attacked by a detachment of troops in January, 1718, when he 
was wounded, and made prisoner. He subsequently went 
abroad, but returned in 1728, and, dying the same year, Was, 
on the tenth of April, buried in Westminster Abbey.” * 

The Mansion House of Schivas was built about 250 years 
ago, and was “ the seat of the Grays of Shivess for about two 
hundred years, who have been still Roman Catholics.” + In 
what latterly was the dining-room of the mansion, had been 
the private chapel of the family. In it there is a recess where 
the altar formerly stood, and where the cross still remains, 
with the motto “I. H.S. Jesus hominum salvator.” There 
is also a small recess, in which the elements of the eucharist 
and holy water had been kept. The house is now occupied 
by the tenant of the mains farm. ? 

The Manse of Tarves is a plain modern building, with every 
requisite convenience, and so has the United Presbyterian 
Manse at Craigdam, which is situated rather more than a mile 
west of the village of Tarves. 


* Castellated Architecture of Aberdeenshire, By Sir Andrew Leith Hay, 


. 43, 44. 
a Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff. Spalding 
ub, 1843 
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In 1861 the village of Tarves contained a population of 150, 
- and in 1871,171. A branch of the Aberdeen Town and County 
Bank was established a few years ago, and in the village there — 
is an inn, and some shops for the sale of ordinary articles of 
merchandise. | | 
Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Methlick road passes to the east of the 
village, and the village and church is distant from the Udny 
Station of the Formartine and Buchan Railway about five 
miles. The Udny Station is 144 miles from Aberdeen. Roads 
also lead to Tanglandford and Schivas on the north, and to 
Ellon and Newburgh on the east. On the west the parish is 
intersected by the Bartol Chapel road, which leads in the direc- 
tion of Fyvie, and the Craigdam road leads to Old Meldrum. 


Markets or Fairs. 
An old established market is held at Bartle, or “ Bartol 
Chapel,” on the Friday after the 28th of August, for the sale 
of cattle, horses, and sheep. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TARVES, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . . . . £627 16 1% 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, ex 1412 1 
Total receipts, . ~ oe eh lel ele KZ BH 
EHapenditure. 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £506 0 at | 
Relief of Casual Poor, . , ‘ , ; ; 5 18 10 
Medical Relief, . . . « «© «© 27 6 5% 
Management, , ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ : ; 67 11 84 
w Iixpenses, . ; ‘ ‘ , ‘ i 0° 6 6 
Expended on Buildings, authorised, . -.  . 4210 0 
Do. not authorised, ‘ i 3 8 0 
Excess of Expenditure overIncome, . . . . . 1013 9% 
Total Expenditure, : . . . £653 2 0 
fe re) 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 14ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. asta ier er hae Casual Poor. 


Population 
186 Depend-| esis | nepend-| Other | epend- Insane cn 
Males. | Females. | Total, | “<P tered ante Casual pe peas 
: oor. . oor. ‘ tetas 


Fatuous}| 9 «° 
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___ The mode of assessment ‘is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 84; and there are three elected 
members or managers on the Board. | 


II—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“Sir Thomas de Longovile (otherwise called the Red Reaver), 
the French pirate, whom Wallace is said to have taken at sea, 
and recovered to a regular life, is reported to have dyed at 
Ythsie, and to lye at the east end of this church.” It is added, 
“that the two blew stones, now on the stair-head of Tolquhon’s 
loft, whereon now nothing can be discovered graven but a cross, 
were taken from his grave.” * 

“Sir Alexander Forbes of Tolquhon fought bravely for King 
Charles II., at Worcester, supplying him with his own horse 
when he was dismounted ; he continued to obstruct the pur- 
suit of the enemy until he was shot through both calves of the 
legs. He lay among the dead till next day, when, being ob- 
served to have life, he was taken care of by a lady in the 
neighbourhood, who ventured to show him that kindness. + 
Ballogie, who undid this family by his law suits, saw, soon 
after, his own undone.” 

The remains of Tillyhilt Castle, A.D. 1583, is between Upper 
Mill and Nether Mill, and has long been the property of the 
Earls of Aberdeen. Auquhorthies, formerly a seat of Forbes, 
son to Forbes of Leslie, and brother to the first Balfluig, now 
belongs to the Earl of Aberdeen. Shivas, formerly belonging 
to the Grays, and latterly to the Irvines of Drum, now belongs 
to the Earl of Aberdeen. 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


TaARVES has for its tutelar Saint Englat, corruptedly called St. 
Tanglan. The old church had a choir and two aisles; one for 
the Gordons of Haddo, and another for the Forbeses of Tol- 
quhon, both of which are ruinous. The present fabric was 
built in 1798, but in 1825 it underwent considerable alterations 
and improvements, so that it is now a commodious and com- 
fortable building. It was originally seated to accommodate 

* From Collections for a History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, Spald- 
ing Club, 1843, p. 829. The remains of this fabled hero, according to another 


opular tradition, was buried in the churchyard of Bourtie ; and what was be- 
ieved to be a relic of his armour was discovered in a funeral vault at the church 


of Kinfaun’s, near Perth. 
_ + From a ‘MS. Memoir in the charter chest at Whitehaugh. 


1276 ANTIQUITIES —PARISH OF TARVES. 


900 persons, but the alterations alluded to, curtailed about 30 
sittings, so that at present it will not contain more than 870. — 
The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £23, and the 
Glebe and garden at £9. Stipend: £80, in money, 122} bolls 
of meal, and 214 bolls of bear, payable by the fiars’ prices, and 
£8 6s. 8d. for communion elements. Unappropriated teinds, 
£46 3s. 11d. The U. P. Church Manse aad offices at Craig- 
dam are valued at £15. The schoolmaster’s house and garden 
at Tarves are valued at £14, and the female teacher’s house 
and garden at £12. The schoolmaster’s house and garden at 
Barthol Chapel are valued at £8. | | 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Rev. John Pringle, the Manse, chairman ; John Anderson, clerk 
and treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are four schools in the parish under the super- 
vision of the Board. At the Tarves able school there are 110 
scholars, and at the female school there are 85. At the Barthol 
Chapel school there are 77 scholars. The Craigdam school 
was vacant at the time these returns were made. The school 
of Craigdam is endowed by a benevolent individual of the name 
of Barron, with a salary of £18 per annum from a bequest of 
£600 in the three per cents. There are also several Sabbath 
schools in the parish, where the principles of Christian know- 
ledge are taught. 

Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £41 5s. 24d., and £42 7s, 34d. was expended 
on the relief of the poor. 

The date of communion cups-is 1618, of the tokens 1622. 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES. 


On the farms of North and South Ythsie, there were, not many 
years ago, several large cairns, of whose origin tradition gave 
no account, and at the bottom of which, when the stones were 
_ carried away for the purpose of building fences, there was found 
a quantity of gigantic human bones. In the churchyard of 
Tarves there still remains an aisle which had been added to 
the former church by William Forbes who built the castle of | 
Tolquhon. It bears the inscriptions “ W. F., 1589, dochter to - 
Lesmore, E. G.;” and the motto of the family, viz., “Salus per _ 
Christum,.” “On the tenth of March, 1834, there was presented — 

to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland by Alexander Forbes _ 

Trivine, esquire of Schivas, a bronze Roman sword, found in a ~ 

bog, seven feet below the surface, at Schivas in Aberdeenshire,”* 

* MS. Minutes of the Society of Antiquaries, Scotland. 
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PARISH OF TOUGH. 


PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 


_ In the “ View of the Diocese of Aberdeen” the name of this 
aes is spelled Touch, and “ In a roll of missing charters by 
ing David II., is ‘Carta to Isabel Toulch, sister to Henr 
Toulch, of the lands of Toulch, in viscomitatu de Abirdene.’”* 
In the Statistical Account of the parish, 1793, the name is 
written Tough, and the writer says “that there is no record 
that it had any other name than its present one, and that 
those skilled in the Gaelic language say that it signifies ‘North- 
ward.’” In the Statistical Account of Tough, 1842, the writer 
says “ the name is derived from the Gaelic language, indicat- 
ing its northern exposure.” He, the writer, further adds 
that, “in a valuation of the thirteenth century it is, how- 
ever, written Tullyunch, of which the present name may be a 
corruption.” Except in the prefix to the latter name, viz., 
Tully, which means a “ knoll,” and as there is no Gaelic in the 
word Tough, it can have no topographical meaning in that 
language, therefore, we must conclude that the name of the 
arish has been derived from its former territorial owners— 

ough, or Toulch, as above referred to. 


Boundarves. 

The parish is bounded on the north by the parishes of Alford 
and Keig; on the east by Monymusk, Cluny, and Midmar ; 
on the south by Kincardine O’Neil and Lumphanan; and on 
the west by Leochel-Cushnie. 


Eaten. 

The greatest length of the parish in a direct line from the 
top of the hill of Benaquhalie on the south, to the burn of 
Bents, on the north, is four miles; and from the slack of the 
Tillyfourie Hill, on the east, to the Broomhill of Guise, on the 
west, it is, also in a direct line, four miles, The whole area is 
computed to be 7,112 acres, 189 decs. 


Topography. 
eis lies to the west and north of that long ridge called 
the hills of Corrennie, or Coire-aonach, which signifies “ravines 
* Robertson’s Index to the Charters, p. 50. 
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in the hill with a projection.” The lowest point on this ridge 


'. is at the slack of Tillyfourie, where the Alford road crosses, 


which is 647 feet above sea level. The church of Tough is 
545 feet, the farm houses of Tillyfour are 832 feet. Bena- 
quhalie is 1,621 feet, and the highest point on the northern 
_ end of the ridge of Corrennie is 1,605 feet. The lowest-point in 
the parish being at the burn of Bents, on the Alford boundary, 
which is about 440 feet above sea level, the farm offices of Guise 
are 818 feet, and the Strone Hill is 950 feet. The public road 
opposite Denmill is 580 feet, and the junction of this road 
with the south and north road, at Mill of Scuttrie, is 608 feet — 
above sea level. The general appearance of the surface on the 
lower parts of the parish is flat, but rising with the streams 
_ which fall by the church, and along the burn of Lynturk the 
country is broken and rugged, and at Guise, Tillyfour, and 
Tullochvenus it is hilly. The southern range of the Corrennie 
Hills are mountainous, the higher parts being covered with 
heath and rock, while their northern slopes are here and there 
intersected by small ravines and rivulets, with patches of grass 
and tracts of peat moss. The higher eastern parts of the 
Corrennie range, and the southern parts of the Menaway ridge 
are rocky and barren, but their lower slopes were at one time 
covered with very thriving trees, which have been recently cut 
down, and the ground partially brought into cultivation. 


Geology and Sols. 


The chief geological features of this parish are granite and 
mica-slate. The granite, which occupies the higher ridges on 
the east and south, is traversed by veins of greenstone, por- 
phyry, and other rocks of the same class. On the Menaway 
ridge there are some masses of rock approaching to pure 
quartz, and on the Corrennie range there is a vein of porphyry, 
which runs pretty continuously in a south and north direction, 
and forms part of the same dike as that which has been referred — 
to as running from Potarch across the country to Benachie. 
. “ Boulders of two or three feet in diameter, and sometimes 
of greater size, of red and blue granite, of gneiss and mica-_ 
slate, of claystone and felspar porphyry (the latter extremely 
beautiful), are scattered over the surface, and mingled with the 
soil and subsoil in many rae very abundantly, furnishing a 
ready and excellent building stone. It is, perhaps, worthy of 
remark, that those consisting of blue granite ofte ; 
veins of the red variety, and nodules of mica-slate, while, in 
the boulders of red granite no foreign material is almost ever 
to be observed, and some of the outlying blocks of this mate- 


n contain — - 
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rial from the hill have been polished into slabs and pillars of 
the greatest beauty.” * Primary trap rock appears in several 
places on the lower ground of the north division of the parish, 
and along the streams the mica-slate rock appears everywhere 
penetrated by tortuous veins of granite of a finer texture than 
that which occur on the hills in the larger masses. In some 
places the red granite exists in beds, where, from the abund- 
ance of quartz, it is only fit for road-making. Dolomite, com- 
posed of carbonate of lime and a large proportion of magnesia, 
is found in the south-western parts of the parish. It is of a 
lightish brown colour, earthy and friable, and is of no value for 
agricultural or building purposes. 

Deposits.—Considerable deposits of peat at one time existed 
on the lower flats and tops of Corrennie, composed chiefly of 
decayed trees, birch and alder being the prevailing kinds. 

Soils.—There is great diversity of ae all over the pa- 
rish, and a great variety of soils. The lower land is black 
loam, inclined to moss on some parts, overlying beds of clay 
and gravel. On the knolls and lower hill slopes there is good 

ellowish loam of a fertile nature; and on the higher cultivated 

ill slopes the soil is of a light gravelly nature, not naturally 
rich, but it produces fair crops of grass and turnips, and over 
the whole the soil is not ungrateful when properly farmed. 


Hydrography. 

The burns of Lynturk, Edindurno, the Kirktown, and nu- 
merous other small streams fall into the burn of Bents, and 
drains the principal or east division of the parish. The burns 
of Tillyfour and Broomhill, which fall into the water of Leochel, 
drain the west division. These streams, along with a number 
of excellent springs throughout the parish, afford an abundant 
supply of pure water for every domestic and agricultural pur- 

ose. The burn of Lynturk propels the machinery of the 

enmill, the only corn-grinding mill in the parish. On the 
back of the hill of Corrennie there is a very strong chalybeate 
spring, beside a small waterfall—* To the taste it appears to 
be as strong as the well-known Pananich water, and those who 
have used both say that its effects are by no means inferior.” 


Arboriculture and Botany. 

The plantations of Tonley at one time covered a large ex- 
tent of ground, but of late years a great quantity of the wood 
has been cut down and the ground partly brought into culti- 
vation. On Whitehouse also much of the older timber has 


* Statistical Account of Tough, 1842, p. 612. 
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been cut down, and over the whole of this division: of the 
parish little has been planted. The principal kinds of trees 
which have been cut ahaa consisted of Scots firs, larch, and 
spruce, of large sizes, and of excellent quality. In the private 
grounds of Tonley, and by the Kirktown, there are some fine 
specimens of hardwood trees, such as oak, beech, chestnut, ash, 
lime, Scotch elm, sycamore, birch, the hoary poplar, and gean 
trees, with some fair specimens of Scoth firs, spruce, and larch, 
both at Tonley and Whitehouse. On the higher ground at 
Guise and Tillyfour there are some clumps of Scots firs and 
larch, but, on the whole, the western division of the parish is 
bare. 3 
Botany.—The following are among the rarer plants which 
are to be found in Tough, viz. :— 

Agrostis alba—Marsh Bent-grass. Aira aquatica—Water Hair-grass. 
Anchusa sempervirens—Evergreen Alkanet. Briza media—Quaking-grass, 
Maiden-hair. | 
Dactylis glomerata—Rough Cock’s-foot-grass. Festuca ovina—Sheep’s Fescue- 


grass. 
Molinia icici! soa Melic-grass. Myositis secunda—Pale-flowered Shaggy 
yosotis. 

Myosotis palustris—W ater Scorpion-grass. Sherardia arvensis—Blue Sherardia. 

ee a es ee ed Club-rush. T'riodia decumbens—Decumbent 
eath-grass. 

asadartes rial Wild Valerian. Veronica chamedrys—Germander 
peedwell. 

Veronica hederifolia—Ivy-leaved Chickweed Speedwell. Veronica officinalis— 

Common Speedwell. 


Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :-— 

No. atand above No. atandabove No.atandabove No.atandabove No. at and above 
of vaniy taal: and under £100. and under £50. and eae £20, and under £10. 
5 17 19 22 30 
And 17 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 


nl osoeooo ow 


Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Tough, year 1872-73, £4,088 5 
Do. Mansion-houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
ds, . : ; ‘ : ‘ ; : ‘ ‘ 575 15 
Do. Shootings, where let, ‘. : : , ‘ ; 78 O 
Do. Shops, Mills, andInn, . . . . . . 90:10 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, = 22 14 
Do. Small oe under £100 of yearly value, . ‘ 52 0 
Do. Alford Valley Railway, , ; ; ; 341 0. 
Total value, . ‘ j , , . £5,228 4 
Sa 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— _ 
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James Gregory Moir B Esq. of Tonley. 
Andrew capt ron he eq. of Whitehouse. 

Heirs of the late Rev. Dr. McCombie, of Tillyfour. * 
Heirs of the late James Emslie, of Tullochvenus. 
The Alford Valley Railway Company. 


And four proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—The duration of leases, in almost every case, 
extend to 19 years. Thirty years ago the seventh course rota- 
tion of cropping was almost universal ; but since that time the 
rotation has been changed to the fifth-shift on the higher 
- lands, and the sixth course on some of the lower. In the for- 
mer course of cropping the land is allowed to lie only two 
years in grass, and in the latter three years, after which, only 
one crop of oats is taken, then the land is cleaned and manured 
for turnips, after which it is sown with oats or bear and grass 
seeds—oats being the chief cereal crop. 
__ Houses.—Most of the larger farm hoiiies have slated roofs, 
and the offices are sufficiently commodious for the farms, a 

eat proportion of which are small. Most of those renting 
rom £20 upwards have thrashing mills attached, which are 
generally propelled by water-power. On the smaller holdings 
the roots of the houses are either thatched with straw, or | 
heathered, and are, in general, of an inferior description of 
buildings. 

Fenccs.—The principal farms on Whitehouse, Tonley, Tilly- 
four, and the manor farm of Tullochvenus are all enclosed by 
substantial stone dykes, and are generally well watered ; but 
the smaller holdings are mostly unenclosed. 

Drainage, &c—In the eastern division of the parish con- 
siderable improvements have been effected from time to time . 
in the drainage of the lower-lying land, whereby the climate 
has been much improved, and the cultivation of waste land has 
been carried out all over the parish to a considerable extent ; 
fully as much has been brought into cultivation as the nature 
of the soils seems to warrant, or can be profitably cultivated 
by forcing the cultivation too far up the hill sides the good 
Jand is impoverished, and the worthless not improved. A 
good crop or so has been got from the new land at great labour 
and expense, and by forcing a few crops the land is often 
nearly worn out, so that it requires constant manuring to keep 
it in heart and condition. e small tenants are also nume- 
rous in this parish, they are generally located on the outskirts 
of the larger farms, and high up the hill sides, where they have 
plenty of room to exercise their industry, but the elevation of 


*. Now the property of William McCombie, Esq., M.P. for West aaeaseais oo : 
AG 
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many of these places, and consequently bad climate and want 
of roads, are not in favour of these small holdings being carried 
to a much greater extent. | | 

Cattle Stock—The cattle of the district are of the old Aber-— 
deenshire breed crossed with west Highlanders, They are also 
crossed with the shorthorned or cana breed, a cross 
which has brought the fat stock, at least 12 months sooner 
into the market. Few sheep stock are now kept—there being 
only a few of the black-faced kind kept by the farmers border- 
ing on the hills. Tillyfour, in this parish, however, must be 
regarded as the head quarters of the best Aberdeen or Angus 
polled breed of cattle. Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen, 
visited Tillyfour in 1866, for the special purpose of seeing 
some of those wonderful animals, which has spread Mr. 
McCombie’s name as a breeder of polled stock far above the 
ordinary run of breeders of that stock in the country. 

Mr. Dixon, in his “ Field and Fern” thus describes Mr. 
McCombie’s triumphs, as laid out at Tillyfour on state occa- 
sions :—“ The Albert cup at Poissy was the centre object of a 
line of six which deck the sideboard on high days and holi- 
days. The medals have a velvet stand of their own, surmount- _ 
ed by a gold snuff box (the gift of Mons. Dutrone), and twenty- 
three gold, fifty-four silver, and four bronze medals, hung from 
its daiity tiers. They are, however, only outward types of a 
far more solid consideration in the shape of nearly £1,700, 
pe as prize money. To his prizes for black polled cattle, 

. McCombie has begun to add fonoare gained at Smithfield, 
and also at the Highland Society Shows for black-faced sheep ; 
and on one occasion he gained an honest penny—a prize of 
two guineas, by sending up to London, for competition, in the 
corner of a cattle truck, a sample of his Donside turnips !” 


Mansion Houses. 


The Mansion House of Tonley is a large old building, stand- 
ing “‘in a picturesque dell” of great beauty, a little below the 
church. The Mansion House of Whitehouse stands in a high 
situation in the north-east corner of the parish, commanding a 
fine view of the Vale of Alford and its bounding hills. It is - 
surrounded by some fine old trees of various kinds, but the 

ounds are very much cut up by the line of the Alford Valley © 

ailway. The House of Tillyfour is a plain farm building—its 
chief ‘attraction being the residence of the owner of the finest 
polled stock of cattle in the County. The House of Tulloch- © 
venus is but a small cottage on a bare bleak hill side. The 

Manse of Tough was built in 1835, and is a handsome commo- 
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dious building. The Church was built in 1838, and is seated 
for 550 persons. Road 


_ The Aberdeen and Alford road intersects the northern por- 
tion of the parish for about 24 miles, and the Aberdeen and 
Tarland road touches the south-western boundary at Tulloch- 
venus. The road from Whiteley by the church of Tough to 
the “south and north road” at Muggart haugh in Leochel- 
Cushnie, Es through the centre of the parish from east to 
west, and from it there are several short cross roads for the 
local accommodation of the district. 


Railways. | 
The Whitehouse Station, on the Alford Valley Railway, is on 
the northern boundary of the parish, about two miles from the 
church ; and it is 264 miles from Aberdeen. The Tillyfourie 
Station, on the same line, is on the north-eastern boundary, and 
also about two miles from the church. It is 103 miles from 
Kintore, and 24 from Aberdeen. 


Fairs, Inns, &c. 
There are no fairs held in the parish, and only one inn, 
at Whiteley, which is at the junction of the Alford and Leochel 


high roads, and one or two shops where spiritous liquors are 
sold, not to be consumed on the premises. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TOUGH, FOR 


THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871. 
Receipts from Assessments, . 


: : , ; , ‘ £168 11 3 

Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ; 11 0 4 

Total receipts, . : . * ° . £179 11 7 

Hapenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £141 8 4 
Relief of Casual Poor, . ‘ ; ; i : 0 6 0 
Medical Relief, . , ‘ , ; ; : 6 00 
Management, : : : : , ; : 16 1 9 
Balance on hand, . ; : ; 1615 6 


————— £17911 7 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 1l4rn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Relieved during the year. a issn Reon Casual Poor. 


Population Fatuous 
161. Depend-| Resis- | pepend-| Other |nenend- Insane 
Males. | Females. | Total. | “She°"| tered ("Shee "| Casual [Ett ; 


Poor. Poor. 
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_ The mode of assessment is that which: is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two elected © 
members or managers on the Board. | 


IJ.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


In early records of this parish it is said that “ Nine Maidens,” 
daughters of Saint Donevald, a sect who lived among the 
Picts in the Glen of Ogilvie, at Glammis, had a hermitage and 
lived here, labouring the ground with their own hands, and 
eating but once a-day, and then but barley-bread and water. 
After their father’s death they addressed Garnard, King of the 
Picts, for affording them a place of retirement, who, accord- 
ingly, gave them a lodging and oratory at Abernethy, and also 
some lands. They were visited there by King Eugen VII. of 
Scotland, who made them large Sanaa ; and dying there 
they were buried at the foot of a large oak, much frequented 
by pilgrims till the Reformation. They flourished in the be- 
poe of the eighth century. Their feast is on July the 15th.* 

he two eldest were Saint Muzota and Saint Finean. 

“ Tonlay,” it would appear belonged to “ Isabel Toulch ;” and 
“ Kineraigie belonged foruicily to the Lesleys of Kincraigie, 
but now to one Auchynachie, who has newly bought it.” tT 


ITI.— ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


TuE Church is pretty centrically situated for the greater sad 
of the population. ‘The Manse and domestic offices are valued 
at £22 a-year, and the Glebe and garden £10. The Stipend, 
£96 12s. 14d. in money (with £8 6s. 8d. for communion ele- 
ments), 25 bolls, one firlot oatmeal, and two bolls, 14 firlot of: 
bear, and an Exchequer allowance of £33 17s. 14d. under the 
Small Stipend Act. The parochial schoolmaster’s house and 
garden are valued at £10. | - 

‘School Board.—There are five members upon the Board—. 
the Rev. Alexander Milne, the Manse, chairman ; G. M. Mowat,. 
clérk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. per £. Bible and Cate- 
ehism taught: There is only one school in the parish under. 
_ * “ The 9 Virgins, dochters of 8. Donewalde, vnder King Eugenius the 7 
in Scotland, A.D. 712. King’s Calendar, though Camerarius (De Scotorum 
Fortitvdine, p. 163) places the feast both.of Saint Donald and them on July 


twelfth ; the Aberdeen Breviary agrees with King,” 
| ‘+ View of the Diocese of ‘Aberdeen, p. 596. : 
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ae supervision of the Board, and 70 scholars. Population, 
, 760. 
Parochial Registers.—The parochial register dates as far back 
os 1706, but until recently they have been very irregularly 
ept. 
Church Collections.—These amounted to for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £14 3s. 4d., of which sum £1 2s, 2d. was ex- 
pended on the relief of the poor. 
Iabrary.—tThere is a subscription library in the parish, with 
about 500 volumes, which are much read. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


THE late James Byres, Esq. of Tonley, who died in 1817, was 
a gentlenian ugny distinguished for his profound knowledge 
_of architectural antiquities, and the fine arts in general. A 
- great part of his life was spent in Rome, where he gave lectures 
on the favourite objects of his study. He was the author of 
a curious and valuable work on the Sepulchres of Etruria, 
“which shows that he had anticipated, by half a century, 
many of the recent investigations of these monuments of an- 
tiquity.” 


V.—ANTIQUITIES, 


« THERE are several of those remains, known by the title of 
Druidical Circles, in the parish, and among the hills adjoining 
it ; and, generally, where one is found, others of smaller size 
are to be met with in its close vicinity. The largest of these 
lies in a sequestrated situation, and is called ‘ The Auld Kirk 
of Tough.’ It is surrounded by numerous small tumuli, which 
suggest the idea of a burying-ground connected with a place 
of worship. There is one on a smaller scale, but more com- 

lete and interesting, on the mocr which divides this parish 

om Monymusk. The tumuli around it are without number, 
and the remains of ancient walls or causeways may be traced 
among the heather, ee out from the principal circle, and 
connecting it with several lesser ones. At Tullochvenus, in a 
small cairn opened in 1835, there was found an urn containing 
calcined bones, and among them a lance head of bronze, of an 
elliptical form. Stone axes have been dug up in various places. — 
On the hill above Whitehouse, near its summit, there stands a 
stone, evidently monumental. It is upwards of: 12 feet in 
height, and bears the name of Luath’s Stone, from a tradi- 
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tion that a son of Macbeth’s, so called, fell here, in flying from 
Lumphanan, where his father was slain. Lower down the hill 
are some fields, known by the name of ‘ The Bloody Faulds,’ 
where some of Bailly’s men are said to have made a stand in 
their flight from the battle of Alford. Towards the end of 
the last century a human skeleton, a sword, and a shilling of. 
Queen Elizabeth’s were found in a marsh near the foot of the 
hill through which Bailly’s men are likely to have passed. But 
the most singular relic of antiquity, of which the parish can 
boast, are two stone collars, preserved among other articles of 
curiosity in the Mansion House of Tonley. They are neatly 
cut in stone, and bear the exact resemblance to the horse's 
collar now in use. They are 17 inches in length, and 12 in 
breadth at the broadest part, so that they might fit the neck | 
of a Shetland poney. ese puzzling relics are said to have 
_ been found at Glenroy.” * “= 


PARISH OF TOWLE. 


PRESBYTERY OF ALFORD—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








_ Etymology. . 
THE ancient name of this parish was Kilbartha, or Bartha’s 
cell or church. Kill meaning the residence of a saint, but it 
is more frequently applied to a chapel appropriated to the 
worship of a saint, and a small piece of ground around the 
chapel, which was considered sanctified. Latterly it was called 
Towie-Kinbattoch, and in the Cess-book of the County it is 
denominated Towie Brux; Jwath (the letters th not shee 
meaning “ the north side.” Kin, or Caenn, meaning a head, 
point, or end ; and Battoch, “ the fair prominent hill.” I€ is 
now called Towie, which means “ the north side of the hills,” 
and is very descriptive of the southern division of the parish, 
in which the church is situated. 


Boundaries. | 
It 1s bounded on the west by the Glenkindie part of Strath-. 
don and the parish of Kildrummy ; on the east by that part of 
Kildrummy which lies south of the Don, and the parish of 
Leochel-Cushnie ; on the south by part of Logie-Coldstone and 


© Statistical Account of Tough, 1842, p. 613. 
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Migvie ; and ‘on the west also by Logie-Coldstone and the 
Rippachy division of Tarland and Migvie. 


Extent. 


In a direct line from Tillypronie, in Migvie, on the south, 
to Chapelhaugh of Glenkindie, on the north, it is five miles, 
exclusive of the detached portion; and from Hillockhead, on 
the east, to Kinbattoch, on the west, it is about 54 miles. The 
whole area of the parish is computed to be 12,214,328 acres, 
including 740 acres, the area of ‘te detached portion which lies 
to the north of Chapelhaugh. 


| Topography. 


The southern bounding hills extend in a long ridge !from 
the hill of Cushnie to Tilly ronie and Foulis on the west, and 
on this ridge the Broomhill, or the hill of Dava, is 1,882 feet 
above sea level. Tombeith, which is on the west of Belnaboth, 
is 1,840 feet; the church of Towie is 748 feet; the hill of 
Trancie, on Nether Towie, is 1,078 feet; the Donside road at 
Milltown of Towie is 694 feet; and the same road, on the 
march with Leochel-Cushnie, at Hillockhead, is 832 feet. The 
lowest point on the Don, at the confluence of the burn which 
bounds the parish with Kildrummy, is about 600 feet; and 
the highest point on the river, at the boundary with the Rip- 
achy division of Tarland and Migvie, is about 735 feet. 
he march of the parish in the top of the Den of Kildrumm 
is 912 feet; the Cairn of Fichley, on the Glasscull Hill, 1s 
1,177 feet; and the highest point on the Garlet Hill is 1,595 
feet. The highest land on the detached portion of the parish, 
on the Cabrach boundary, and near to the sources of the 
Doveran, is 1,734 feet above sea level. | 
Excepting some haughs on the banks of the Don at Drum- 
allachy, Kinclune, Brux, and the Manse of Towie, the most 
of the cultivated land is steep, and in the glens along the 
lateral streams the hills rise very abruptly. Alon the burn 
of Towie and the glen of Culfork some of the land is almost 
precipitous. On Drumallachy and Knowhead, the Fichleys, 
and on the Morlichs, there are some steep cultivated ground, 
and stent over the whole parish the surface is of a ver 
undulating character. The higher land on the division nort 
of the Don is mostl slanted: and, excepting the detached 
pee presents a favourable contrast to the mountainous 
ills in the southern abla ple ed on ‘the?feast ‘and 


south boundaries, which are bleak and bare. 


1268 ARBORICULTURE AND. BOTANY. 


Geology and Soils. 
Serpentine rock appears on the borders of Glencuie, at a— 
pom nearly in direct line between the Towanreef vein in — 
ildrummy and the church of Strathdon. It has never been 
worked, and from the covered up state of the country it ap- 
ears only om a small space in the lower parts of Glenkindie. 
fainestore has been quarried in several places south of the 
Don, but was found to be of an inferior quality, and the work- 
ings have longsince been givenup. ‘Ata point about a quarter 
of a mile south of the church there are distinct traces of the 
Kildrummy vein of sandstone being found, but it has never 
been properly tried. These, along with a bed of granite of | 


very circumscribed limits, are all the rocks occuring im situ, — 


In regard to the contour of the southern hills, they present a 
smooth rounded flowing outline, and are covered with short 
heath, a blackish soil, and very little moss. Most of these 
hills are entirely unavailable for cultivation, and can never be 
otherwise valuable than by affording pasture for sheep or 
cattle, or for planting their lower slopes. The northern hills 
present a more ee appearance, and are chiefly composed of 
quartzy gravel, with rounded fragments of granite and syen- 
ite. The outlying blocks are of all sizes, and occur in the 
lower and in the higher parts, and are found both imbedded 
in the soil and scattered over the surface. 

Deposits—The haughs and lower lands along the course of 
the Don are alluvial, and mostly consist of shingly beds, overlaid 
with light sandy loam. Through this parish the river has a 
very rapid and circuitous course, and in time of floods often 
does great damage to its banks and to the crops on adjoining 
land, and is very apt to shift its course, particularly above the 
church, and at some points further down. . 

_ Soils —On the northern division the soil, in general, is a 
light loam, largely mixed with small stones of the nature of 
the adjoining rocks, but capable of carrying good crops-of 
rain, grass, and turnips. On the northern slopes of the hills 
in the south division it is inclined to clay, partly on a hard -— 
retentive subsoil, and partly on a subsoil o he same nature 
as the upper soil. The higher cultivated land is light, the 
subsoil hard, and, in some places, it is largely mixed with slaty 
gneiss, and outlying blocks of various kinds of rock. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


~ Qn the north division, the plantations on the Glasscull Hills 
and in the Den of Kildrummy were planted in 1836, and on the 
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lower parts they have come to be trees of a very fair size. The 
planted trees consist of Scots firs and larch, in the proportion 
of two-thirds of the former kind to one-third of the latter. In 
the lower parts of the Den of Kildrummy there are some fine 
natural birch and aspen trees. On the Morlich, or Glenkindie 
division, there are some plantations of old Scots fir and larch, 
so that the higher parts of this division may be said to be 
fairly wooded and pretty well sheltered. South of the river 
the eastern division of the parish is almost treeless. At the 
church and old castle there are some old ash trees, and some 
young clumps of larch on Newmains, At Woodside of Torry- 
creen there are some stunted Scots firs, the remains of an old 
plantation ; and on Culquaich there are the remains of a large 
lantation of old Scots firs and natural birch along the right 
ank of the Don. 


Farms and Farming. 


_ Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of agricultural | 
holdings in the parish in a clasified form, viz. :— 
No. at and above No. at and above No. atandabove No. at and above No. at on above 

of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 

17 22 18 9 19 
And 4 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 
Venee or rent of land in the parish of Towie, year 1872-73, as 14 4 
0. , : ; ‘ 


Woodlands, Pasture, &c., ‘ 6 10 

Do. Shootings, where let, ; , ° ‘ . ‘ 183 6 8 
Do. Inns, Shops, Mills, &c., . ; , ; ‘ : 58 0 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . , 4415 0 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . ‘ 76 0 «0 
Total value, , : ; ‘ . £5,267 2 10 

‘ee 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 a-year— 
Hugh Gordon Lumsden, Esq. of Towie. 
Carlos Pedro Gordon, Esq. of Kildrummy. 
Alexander Leith, Esq. of Glenkindie. 


The Honourable C. M. H. Forbes, of Brux. 
Sir Charles Forbes, Bart., of Newe. 


And 9 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 


Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years, and the 
most common rotations of cropping the fifth and the sixth- 
course shift. 

Howses.—The farm-buildings are mostly commodious and 
substantial, and the roofs are partly slated and partly thatched. 
_ The greater part of them have been built by the tenants, who 
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are allowed one year’s rent at the expiry of the lease, a sum 
not generally equal to a fourth of the outlay for the cost of 
erectiqan. Most of them have thrashing mills attached, which 
are -generally propelled by water-power. No allowance is 
made for improving waste laa or for drainage and fencing, 
svat Reale hl fewer permanent improvements have been carried 
out than otherwise probably would have been had substantial — 
assistance been given. 

Fences.—There are few substantial stone dykes in the parish, 
they chiefly consist of old cairns and temporary wire fences, 
which have a bare appearance, and afford no shelter. 

Inve Stock.—There still remains some of the old Aberdeen- 
shire cattle in this parish, which have been crossed with the 
Galloway or west Highlanders, and by the shorthorned or 
_ Teeswater breed. They are much improved both in size and 
shape, in consequence of greater attention being paid to bring 
them earlier to maturity. Sheep stock are kept by most of 
the hillside farmers, They are of the common black-faced, 
and a mixed breed brought from the Lanark sheep fairs in 
autumn. The native breed of horses are not heavy, but are 
well fit for the ordinary work of the farm, a few journeys to 
the Alford Railway Station with grain, and carting fuel from 
the hills in the northern parts of Kildrummy, which is a very 
heavy item of labour, there being no moss fit for fuel in the 
parish, 

Mansion Houses. 


The only Mansion House in the parish is the Manse, which 
was built in 1819, and thoroughly repaired in 1842. It is a 
commodious building, and stands in a centrical situation on 
the south bank of the Don, near to the church and old castle 
of Towie. The Free Church Manse is a neat building, stand- 
ing in the eastern division of the parish, on the south side 
of the Don. 

Roads. ., 


The Aberdeen and Strathdon road intersects the northern. 
division of the parish from the top of the Den of Kildrummy ~— 
to the bridge over the water of Kindy, a distance of about 24 - 
miles. The old Aberdeen and Strathdon road passes through 
the parish on the south side of the river from Hillockhead to 
pappeehy: There is a ford on the Don, and a wooden foot 
bridge, a little above the manse, which connects these roads, but 
are often rendered impassable by floods in the river. About a 
~ mile lower down there is another wooden foot bridge, which is - 
not so liable to be interrupted by floods, and opposite Millton 
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of Towie there is a very passable ford. At Drumallachy there 
is a ford and wooden foot bridge across the Don, which serves 
aS & communication between the parishes of Leochel-Cushnie 
and Kildrummy, and the eastern parts of Towie. 


Inns and Alehouses.. 


There is an alehouse at the Mason Lodge of Glenkindie, on 
the high road to Strathdon, and another at Torrycreen, on the 
south side of the river. 

Fairs. 


Feeing Markets are held at the Glenkindie Mason Lodge on 
the 27th May and 23rd November. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. | 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TOWIE, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 1l4tx MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . . . , £184 15 6 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, . ‘ ° 3 3 1 
Total receipts, . . . .». +. «|. « £18718 7 
ae 
Kapenditure, 
Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £132 3 5 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; mee 4 : 3.0 0 
Medical Relief, e e a "-@ e e ® 10 16 8 
Management, . : e ‘ ; ; : 2114 0 
Balanceinhand, . ‘ , ; ‘ 20 4 6 
Total expenditure. . . . . . £187 18 7 





ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rx MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to Casual Poor, 


























Relieved during the year. 
Population . i sacondlcenc ee Fatuous 
1861. Total, | Depend- oe be fiapand: Dede Depend- fisane 
Males. | Females. | Total. . 
ants, Poor. ants, Poor. ants, 
839 5 15 20 15 3 1 2 3 1 


“The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
‘Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two 
elected members or managers on the Board. 
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I1—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THERE is one historical event which took place in this parish 
which deserves prominent notice, and that is the burning of 
the House or Castle of Towie, of which the wreck of a square 
tower alone remain. “It has been a disputed point,” says Sir 
Andrew Leith Hay, “ whether the event recorded by man 
authorities, namely, the burning of the family of the laird, 
took place at Towle or Corgarff. Mr. Matthew Timmaden evi- 
dently confuses the fact. He states that John Forbes of Towie 
married, first, the daughter of John Grant of Ballindalloch, by 
whom he had a son, ‘ who was unmercifully murdered in the 
Castle of Corgarffe.’ He proceeds to state, that after the death 
of his first wife he married Margaret Campbell, daughter to 
Sir John Campbell of Calder ; now, other authorities state that 
the lady so barborously treated was the said Margaret Camp- 
bell, but she was the wife of his son Alexander, which disproves 
Mr. Lumsden’s assertion that the son of the first marriage was 
murdered in the Castle of Corgarff, or, at all events, that this 
murder, if it did occur, had any connection with the circum- — 
stances detailed in the ballad (which we give below), and leaves 
no doubt that Towie was the scene of the events which are 
therein recorded.” | 
Archbishop Spottiswood gives the following account of the 
matter -—“ Anno 1571. In the north parts of Scotland, Adam 
Gordon (who was deputy for his brother, the Ear! of Huntly), 
did keep a great stir; and, under colour of the Queen’s autho- | 
rity, committed divers oppressions, especially upon the Forbeses, 
having killed Arthur Forbes, brother to Lord Forbes (com- 
monly called Black Arthur at Tillyangus); not long after the 
Gordons sent a summons to the house of Towle, pertaining to 
Alexander Forbes. The lady refusing to yield without direc- 
tion from her husband, the Gordons put fire into it, and burnt — 
her therein, with children and servants, being twenty-seven per- 
sons in all.” This barbarous act so exasperated the Forbeses 
that they mustered in full force under the Master, and their 
pursuit terminated in the conflict at the Craibstane, near Aber- 
deen, between the Gordons and the Forbeses in November, 
1571. “ The remains of the lady were interred in the church- 
yard of what is now called the farm of Nethertowie, where a 
white stone long marked her grave.” * a 
Alexander Forbes of Towie died in 1580, and was succeeded 
by the second son of his marriage after the above events, with 


* Statistical Account of Towie, 1840, p. 417. 
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the daughter of John Forbes of Reives, and about a century after 
the regular succession to the house of Towie failed. In 1684 
the castle and estate belonged to Arthur Forbes, of Brux, to 
him succeeded Roderick, the possessor in 1696. Arthur Forbes 
obtained possession of the estate in 1717; and, in 1726, it was 
sold to Arthur Gordon of Carnousie; in 1745 it became the 
property of Alexander Leith of Glenkindie; in 1808 it was 
purchased by Sir Harry Niven Lumsden, and is now the pro- 
perty of Hugh Gordon Lumsden of Auchindoir. 

The ballad here given is called “ Edom o’ Gordon, a Border 
Ballad,” by Percy and Bell, in as far as they have transferred 
the scene of Auchendown’s depredations from Towie in Aber- 
deenshire to Berwickshire ; but, as Aytoun says, “ Many such 
instarices of change of names, effected during the course of 
recitation, occur in the Scottish ballads; and they deserve 
note as they indicate the district in which the poems were 
taken down, though they afford no evidence as to the part 
of the country in which they originated.” 


Ir fell about the Martinmas, The ladie ran to her tower-head, 
When the wind blew shrill and cauld,| As fast as she could drie, 


Said Edom o’ Gordon to his men, 
‘‘ We maun draw to a hauld. 


‘¢ And what na hauld sall we draw to, 
My merrie-men and me? 

We will gae to the house o’ Towie,* 
To see that fair ladie.”’ 


The ladie stude on her castle wa’, 
Beheld baith dale and down, 

There she was ware of host of men 
Were riding towards the toun. 


“ O see ye not, my merrie men a’, 
O see ye not what I see? 
Methinks I see a host of men— 
I marvel what they be.” 


She ween’d it had been her ain dear lord, 


As he came riding hame ; 
It was the traitor, Edom o’ Gordon, 
Wha recked not sin or shame. 


She had nae suner buskit hersell, 
' Nor putten on her gown, 

Till Edom o’ Gordon and his men 
- Were round about the toun. 


They had nae sooner supper set, 
o sooner said the grace, 
Till Edom o’ Gordon and his men 
_ Were light about the place. 


* Mr..Pinkerton substituted the “‘ house o’ Towie” for the ‘‘house o’ Rodes.” 


To see if, by her fair speeches, 
She could with him agree. 


‘*Come doun to me, ye ladye gay, 
Come doun, come doun to me ; 

This nicht shall ye lie within my arms, 
The morn my bride shall be.” 


‘*T winna come down, ye fause Gordon, 
I winna come down to thee ; 

I winna forsake my ain dear lord, 
That is sae far frae me.” 


‘*Gie owre your house, ye ladye fair, 
Gie owre your house to me; 

Or I shall burn yoursell therein, 
But and your babies three,” 


‘*T winna gie owre, ye fause Gordon, 
To nae sic traitor as thee ; 

And if ye burn my ain dear babes, 
My tord shall mak’ ye dree ! 


‘* But reach my pistol, Glande, my man, 
And charge ye weel my gun; 

For, but if ele that bludy butcher, 
We a’ shall be undone.” 


She stood upon the castle wa’, 
And let twa bullets flee ; 

She missed that bludy butcher's heart, 
And only grazed his knee. 


The latter ig 


* the name of an old ruin near the village of Gordon in Berwickshire ; and the south country re- 
_ ¢iters know nothing of the real story, having named it as the site of the tragedy.”—-W; E. Aytoun. | 2 
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_ “Set fire to the house !” quo the false} He turned her owre and owre again, — 
rdon, O gin her skin was white ! 

All wude * wi’ dule and ire, ‘‘T might hae spared that bonnie face, 
** False ladie | ye shall rue that shot, To hae been some man’s delight. 

As ye burn in the fire.” | 

“ Busk and boun, my merry-men a 
‘“‘'Wae worth wae worth ye Jock, my| For ill dooms I do post ; | 
oO 


man | I canna look on that bonnie face, 
I paid ye weel your fee ; As it lies on the grass!” 
Why pw’ ye out the grund-wa-stane, 
Lets in the reek to me? ‘* Wha looks to freits, my master deir, 


Its freits will follow them ; 
‘* And e’en wae worth ye, Jock, my man !} Let it ne’er be said that Edom o’ Gordon 


I paid ye weel your hire, Was daunted by a dame,” 
Why pw’ ye out my Frat, wereeenes va 
To me lets in the fire?” But when the lady saw the fire 
Come flaming owre her head, 
‘*'Ye paid me.weel my hire, lady, She wept, and kissed her children twain, 
Ye paid me weel my fee, Says, ‘‘ Bairns we been but dead.” 
But now I’m Edom o’ Gordon’s man, 
Maun either do or die.” The Gordon then his bugle blew, 
And said ‘‘ Awa’, awa’, 
O then bespake her youngest.son, The house o’ Towie is a’ in a flame 
Sat on the nourice’s knee ; I hald it time to ga’.” 
Says, ‘‘ Mother dear, gie owre this house, 
For the reek it smothers me.” ‘*O then bespied her ain dear lord, 
As he came owre the lea ; 
‘I wud gie a’ my gowd, my bairn, He saw his castle all in a lowe, t 
Sae wud I a’ my fee, Sae far as he could see. 
For ae blast o’ the wastlin’ wind, 
To blaw the reek frae thee !” ‘*Put on, put on, my wichty men, 
| As fast as ye can drie ; 
O then ie te her daughter dear— For he that is hindmost of the thrang, 
She was baith jimp and sma’— Shall ne’er get gude o’ me!” 
**O row me in a pair o’ sheets, 
And tow me ower the wa’.” Then some they rade, and some they 
ran, | 
They row’d her in a pair o’ sheets, Fu’ fast out owre the bent ; 
And tow’d her owre the wa’ ; But ere the foremost could win up, 
But on the point o’ Gordon’s spear Baith lady and babes were brent. ¢ 
She gat a deadly fa’. 
| He wrung his hands, he rent his hair, 
O bonnie, bonnie was her mouth, And wept in teenfu’ mood ; 
And cherry were her cheeks ; ‘* Ab, traitors ! for this cruel deed, 
And clear, clear was her yellow hair, Ye shall weep tears of blude.” 


Whereon the red blude dreeps. 
And after the Gordon he has gane, 
Then wi’ his spear he turned her owre, Sae fast as he might drie, 


O gin her face was wan ! And soon i’ the Gordon’s foul heart’s 
He said, “ You are the first that e’re blude, " 
I wish'd alive again.” He’s wroken his fair ladie. 


On the Glasscul-hill are a number of tumuli, one of which is’ ’. 
said to commemorate the defeat of the Earl of Athol, and 200 
Englishmen at arms, when he came to take the castle of Kil- 
drummy, then occupied by the family of Robert Bruce. They 
were said to have been repulsed here, principally through the 


* * Wude,” Mad. t “A lowe,” a flame. t “ Brent,” Burnt. 


* 
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valour of the Forbeses, who pursued and totally defeated 
them in the forest of Kilblean. 


I{J.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THERE are but slight traces of the ruins of the chapels which 
are said to have been at Nether Towie, Kinbattoch, Belnaboth, 
Ley, and~Sinnahard. The Manse and domestic offices are 
valued at £20 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £10. The 
Free Church Manse, offices, and garden are valued at £16, 
The Public Schoolmaster’s house and garden are valued at £10, 
The Female School-house at Glenkindie is valued at £7; and 
the Free Church Female School-house is valued at £4. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
Alexander Leith of Glenkindie is chairman; John Proteit, 
Nether Towie, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 6d. per &. 
Bible and Catechism taught. There is only one school in the 

arish under the supervision of the Board—the Towie Public 
School, and 60 scholars. Population, 1871, 768. | 

Inbrarives—A public library was instituted in 1827, by 
voluntary subscription, and consists of upwards of 500 volumes 
in history, science, and general literature. 

Parochial Registers.—The register has always been regularly 
kept, the earliest entry in it:is dated 1751. 

Church Collections.—The church collections amounted to, 
for the year ended 14th May, 1871, £18 11s. 34d, of which 
sum £8 10s. was expended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


THE most distinguished individual connected with the parish, 
by birth, was the late Rev. Duncan MeEarns, D.D., Professor 
of Divinity, King’s College, Old Aberdeen. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


In the churchyard of Towie there is a stone, upwards of six 
feet in length, with hierographical characters sculptured on it. 
In a field on the north side of the river, opposite to the 
church, is a stone of unhewn granite, standing Upr et, about 
seven feet above ground. It is supposed to be of Druidical 


origin. 
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The Peel of Fichley is a mound upwards. of 60 feet in 
height, and surrounded by a fosse, partly natural and partl 
artificial, the breadth of hich is 12 to 41 feet, and the dept 
from 8 to 35 feet. The breadth of the mound, on the summit, 
is 127 by 200 feet, on which are some vitrified remains. _ 

At Kinbattoch there is a down or artificial mound of earth, 
which appears to have been surrounded by water, but no 
vestige of any fortification appears. On the farm of Kinbattoch 
several cairns were opened in 1750, in which were found stone 
cists containing urns, bones, Roman medals with inscriptions, 


&e. On the Glasscull several flint arrow heads were found in 


1860 and 1863; and in the lower north-eastern corner of the 
arish there is the “ gallows hillock.” On the farm of New 
orlich there are the remains of an eirde house, and in Old 
Morlich a quearn stone was found in 1863. In Glencuie, which 
is in the detached portion of the parish, there is St. Ronald’s 
Well and the ruins of Chapel Ronald. . 


THE UNITED PARISHES OF | 
TULLYNESSLE AND FORBES. | 
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Etymology. 


TULLYNESSLE 1s derived from the Gaelie, Zulach, “a knoll,” and 
deiseal, “the turn sunwise,” meaning the knoll of the turn sun- 


wise, and most probably has “received its name from the 


ancient heathen custom of the Gael, always making a turn 
sunwise before they undertook any important operation.”* “Of 
the origin of Forbes, there is no satisfactory account. That the 
original parish of this name derived its appellation from the 
noble family, who have been the proprietors of it for several 
centuries, there is no doubt ; but, to the curious in names, 
there is here no solution of the difficulty.”+ a 

* Robertson’s Gaelic Topography of Scotland, p. 506. Edinburgh, W. P. 
Nimmo, 1869. - 

+ ‘* The reason why the family of Forbes carries three boars heads in its 
arms, is, because, it is said, the first of this family slew a very ravenous boar 
at Logie, in the Para of Auchindore (near Castle Forbes), where, at this day, 


on a stone, the e of that boar, though rudely carved, is yet seen.”—Co 
History of the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff, Spalding Club, p. 611. 
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| Boundaries. 
It is bounded on the north by the parishes of Clatt and 
Leslie; on the east by the parish of Keig; on the south by 
Alford ; and on the west by Auchindoir. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line along the 
the Don is about 6 miles ; and the greatest breadth, from tho 
top of Callievar to the north-west boundary with Clatt, is 
nearly 5 miles, also in a direct line. The whole area is com- 
puted to be 11,329,511 acres. 

: Topography. 

On the northern boundary of the parish there is a chain of 
mountainous hills, running from Benachie to Correen, which 
- separate this parish from the parishes of Leslie and Clatt, called 
the Sowie, or Suie Hills, over which the old road is carried 
from Donside to Huntly, by the church of Tullynessle, and the 
highest point on this ridge, west of the Suie Hill road, is 1,568 
feet above sea level; the summit on the road on the march 
with Clatt being 1,282 feet; the road opposite the church is 617 
feet ; and the bridge of Alford or Forbes is 470 feet, 6 inches. 
The lowest point in the parish on the Don, at the influx of the 
burn of Cividley, is 396 feet above sea level; and the highest 
point on the boundary with Kildrummy, opposite Logie, is 
498 feet. The mountain of Callievar is 1,746 feet; and Lord 
Arthur’s Cairn, on the Correen ridge of hills, is 1,698 feet above 
sea level. In regard to the external outline of the hills of Tully- 
nessle and Forbes, the northern range appears on the slate 
strata with a flowing undulating outline; while the southern 
range which runs parallel to the Don appears a little more 
rugged and barren. There are few rocks, but in some places 
plenty of small stones. The top of Callievar appears with a 
more serrated aspect like the granite ranges of Benachie and 
Corrennie on the opposite sides of the Vale of Alford. 


Geology and Soils. 


Granite appears in the valley of the Don, gneiss rock on the 
lower hills, and mica-slate on the higher northern range. 
Between these strata are beds of quartzy gravel, limestone 
rock of a coarse quality, boulders of syenite, mixed with horn- 
blende, in considerable quantity, and in many parts there are 
large quantities of small stones mixed with the soil and scattered. 
over the surface. The laminar mica-slate of Correen has long 
been worked. It is of a brownish-black colour, and large slabs 
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are found in the quarries, and used for fitting up cattle stalls 
_ In byres, forming mill courses instead of wood, paving kitchens, 
&c. The granite of the Syllavethy quarries has long been 
worked, but latterly to a much greater extent for ornamental 
purposes, It is grey in colour, and in its composition there is 
a r e suenety of mica, which renders it well fitted for being 
olished. 

re Deposits.—There is very little land of an alluvial character 
in the parish. On the Esset, which is the principal stream ex- 
cepting the Don, there are some flat land on its lower course, 
and on the same stream above the church there are consider- 
able deposits of quartzy sand and broken slate. On the flats 
of some of the hills there are deposits of peat; and along the 
Don there are some haugh land, at one time under the in- 
fluence of the river, in bogs, growing alder bushes, which are 
now all drained and cultivated. 

Sotls,—Along the valley of the Don and the braes of Forbes 
the soil is a hard dry yellow loam, well adapted for growing 
excellent crops of oats and turnips. On the eastern division 
the soil is much of the same nature, but freer of small stones, 
although there are plenty of boulders both on the surface and 
imbedded in the subsoil. In the higher parts of the parish, 
upon the slopes of some of the interjected rising grounds, the 
depth of soil is very considerable, and that “ upon the tops ef 
some of the hills you meet at times with a considerable extent 
of table-land of the same description. The elevation, however, © 
and consequently the want of climate, with difficulty of access, 
forbid cultivation.” * | 

Hydrography. 

The river Don bounds the parish (intersecting it about a 
mile above the old anuran yard of Forbes) for about 6} miles, 
following the windings of the stream, and on the whole dis- 
tance the fall is about 102 feet. The chief intersecting stream 
is the Esset, which has its source in the north-western parts, 
and falls by the manse, and into the Don below Montgarrie. 
The burn of Cividley, which divides the parish from Keig, also 
falls into the Don on the eastern boundary, below Whitehaugh. 
Besides these streams the Don has several smaller tributaries 
in the parish, and the springs are numerous and the water 
of excellent quality. ‘There are several springs strongly im- 
pregnated with iron, the most noticeable being the one in the 
garden of the manse. The Esset propels the machinery of 
several corn-grinding and thrashing mills, and a saw and wool 


* Statistical Account of Tullynessle and Forbes, 1840, p. 452. 
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mills at Montgarrie. The Esset is well stored with common 
burn trout, and in the Don there is an abundance of fine trout, 
some of them weighing five pounds, but the general size 
averages from one-half to one and a-half pounds in weight. 
Salmon ascend the river for spawning in the months of October 
and November, returning early in spring, but few clean fish 
are caught. © 
Arboriculture and Botany. 


In the private grounds of Whitehaugh there are some fine 
hardwood trees, and at one time there was a great extent of 
old Scots firs, larch, and spruce, which have been mostly cut 
down, and the ground replanted with various kinds of forest 
trees. On the braes of Forbes, and in that part of the estate of 
Brux which falls within this parish, there are several large 
plantations of Scots firs and larch of considerable size which 
were partly sown and planted in 1816. In the lower lying 
woods on Littlewood, and along the river, there has been plante 
a mixture of spruce firs, ash, ‘elm, and some oak trees, and the 
banks of the river are fringed with natural birch, alder, and 
bird cherry. The higher parts of the hills towards Lord 
Arthur’s Cairn and the Correen Hills were partly planted and 
sown, after burning the heather, with Scots firs and larch seeds, 
which are now become trees of a pretty fair size, “ but the 
larch raised,” that is, from the seed, “as well as those which 
had been transplanted, are not free from the general disease 
so common to this species of wood in this quarter.” * On the 
higher parts of the braes of Forbes, about 900 acres have been 
planted recently. The ground has an elevation of from 800 to 
1,200 feet above sea level, and is almost wholly isolated from 
the lower lying plantations, therefore some time must elapse 
before the trees in many places make much of an appearance. 

Botany.—The following list of indigenous plants are worthy 
of notice, viz. :-— 


Aira cristata—Cristed Hair-grass. Arbutus uva-ursi—Red Bear-berry. 
Campanula latifolia—Giant Bell-flower. Dactylus glomerata— Rough Cock’s- 


foot-grass. 

Cardamine amara — Bitter Cardamine. FHriophorum vaginatum— Hare’s-tail 
Cotton-grass. 

Festuca ovina—Sheeps’ Fescue-grass. Festuca duriscula—Hard irae, Sores 

Fumaria claviculata—Climbing Fumitory. Habenaria albida— White Haben- 
aria. 

paar bi bifoilia—Butterfly Habenaria. nanthe crocata—Hemlock Water- 

rop-wort. 

Pyrola rotundifolia—Round-leaved Winter-green. Potamogeton pussillus— 

Small Pond-weed. 


Trientalis Huropea— European Chickweed, Winter-green. 
Triodia decumbens — Decumbent Heath-grass. Vacctaliann vitis. idea — Red 
Whortle-berry Cow-berry. : 


* Statistical Account of Tullynessle and Forbes, 1840, p. 444. 
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Farms and Farming. 

Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprie- 
tors, the following abstract will show the number of agricul- 
tural holdings in a classified form, viz. :— | 
No. at re above No. atandabove No. at and above io: at oa above No. at ane above 

of yearly rent. |§ and under £100. and under £50. and under £20. and under £10. 
18 10 16 18 25 
And 3 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
Valuation, or Rent of land in the parish of Tullynessle and 


Forbes, year 1872-73, . : : ‘ : ; £5,199 17 9 
Do. Mansion-houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- eee 
8, e e : e e e e e e 

Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, : ‘ 40 10 0 
Do. Mills, Shops, Inns, &c., . ” ; ‘ , ‘ 41 0 0 
Do. Quarries, . ; ; : ; : ‘ , i= 35 0 0 
Do. Houses under £4 of yearly rent, ; : oe 43 1 6 
Do. Small Properties under £100 of yearly value, . 116 10 O 
Total value, . ‘ ‘ ‘ P . £5,687 19 3 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :-— | 


The Right Honourable Lord Forbes, Estate of Braes of Forbes. 
James Forbes Leith, Esq. of Whitehaugh. 
Sir Henry Percy Gordon, Bart., of Knockespock. 


And 10 proprietors of houses and land whose rents are under £100 a-year. 


Farming.—lLeases are usually granted for 19 years. The 
most common rotation of cropping is the fifth and sixth-course 
shifts, the former being considered best suited for the lighter 
soils on the small farms and crofts on the hill sides, and the 
latter for heavier loams on the larger. The highest cultivated 
land in the parish being a little over 1,000 feet above sea level. 

Farm Houses, dc.—The farm houses, upon the whole, are 
sufficiently commodious and well built. e houses upon the 
larger farms have slated roofs, and all have thrashing mills 
attached, which are mostly propelled by water-power. In 
general a fair allowance is made for erecting new buildings and 
enclosures, and some assistance has been given in drainage. 

Cattle Stock.—These consist of the naual erouees of the Aber- 
deenshire and shorthorned breed, though of late years more 
attention has been paid to the preservation of the pure polled 
and native breeds, and in doing this the farmers have been 
pase bes by the Vale of Alford Agricultural Association 
(established 1831), who have besides, an annual show of cattle 
stock for the district, and an autumn exhibition of seeds, 
roots, &c. | | 

Sheep Stock.—There are a few small flocks of sheep kept on 
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the northern or Suie range of hills, of the common black faced 
breed of the country. 


Mansion Houses. 


The old Mansion: House of Whitehaugh, which is situated on 
the Don, in the eastern parts of the parish, was considerably 
enlarged about the year 1888, and by ihe additions then made, 
which consisted of two wings, the architect has succeeded in 
giving the whole a very imposing effect, and making it a very 

andsome residence. The Mansion House of Littlewood, on 
the left. bank of the river, in the western division, is a hand- 
some cottage residence, surrounded by thriving plantations of 
eat extent. Situated in the narrow pass of the Don, formed 
y the precipitous mountain of Callievar on the south, and the 
long wooded slopes of Lord Arthur’s Cairn on the north, it 
corresponds with the situation, which is truly romantic. The 
Manse was built in 1806, and since, it has received some addi- 
tions. It is now both comfortable and commodious, The 
Church was built in 1840, and is suitable for the wants of the 
parish. Upon one of the stones in the belfry of the old 
church there is the date 1604, but, from its workmanship, it 
must have belonged to a more ancient structure. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen and Strathdon road enters the parish at the 
bridge of Alford, and continues along the north side of the 
river to Littlewood, a distance of about 3} miles. The Suie 
Hill road passes the church and across the hills to Clatt, for a 
distance of about 44 miles from the bridge of Alford to the 
parish boundary ; and the Keig road branches off the latter 
road at Syllavethy, and accommodates the eastern division of 
the parish joining the bridge of Keig and Brindyhill road, near 
Castle Forbes. 

Railways. 

The church is within two miles of the bridge of Alford, and 
about 3} miles of the Alford Raiiway Station, which is 294 
miles from Aberdeen. The railway fares are 5s. 2d. first class ; 
3s. 7d. third class; and third, Parl. 2s. 5d.; but the trains car- 
rying the latter class of passengers do not run in connection 
with each other, so that third-class through travellers generally 
have to pay 8s. 7d. for the single journey of 29} miles, 

| Bridges. 

The bridge of Alford or Forbes, a substantial erection of 
three stone arches, was built in 1810-11. It received some 
damage by the flood of 1829, which was immediately repaired. 
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There is a wire suspension bridge across the Don at Mont- 
or for foot passengers, and another wooden structure, also 
or foot Ferien le at. Bithney, a little above the old kirk- 


yard of Mills, Quarries, dec. 


There is a small woollen manufactory at Montgarrie, and a 
saw mill for the manufacture of timber for ordinary country 
purposes, At Syllavethy a considerable trade is carried on at 
the granite quarries there, and at the Correen. quarries a good 
many slabs are quarried for ordinary country purposes. 


Shops, Inn. 
There are several shops who deal in grocery and haberdash- 
ery goods, and a very good inn, called the “ Forbes Arms” at 


the bridge of Alford. ‘Miabete ae Wace 


No markets or fairs are held within the parish, but two 
stated fairs and monthly markets for the sale of cattle, grain, 
&c., are held at the village of Alford. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TULLYNESSLE AND FORBES, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 141TH MAY, 1871. 


orbes. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . . . .« £258 | 8 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources,. . . 16 1 WG 

Total receipts, . - ; ‘ : : . £274 2 94 
: Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £239 0 8 

Relief of Casual Poor, ‘ , ‘ : ; ll 0 1 

Medical Relief, . P ‘ é é : 12 0 0 

Management, . : ‘ : ; . é 23 16 3 

Law Expenses, . ; . oot ‘ . 2 8 8 

On Poor-House Buildings, not authorised, . .. 1619 5 

: Excess of Expenditure over Income,. . ‘ ; 31 2 3% 
Total expenditure, . ; a £305 5 1 


_ ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4tn MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 











Relieved during the year, _{ Died or ceased to Ggeua) Poor. 
Population pa ESE Fatuous{ - 

n or 

: Other 

1861. Depend- Regis Depend- Depend-| Insane, 

Males, | Females. | Total. tered Casual 
ants. Poor. ants, Poor, ants, 

957 1] 20 31 16 2 0 4 8 2 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 


Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; and there are two 
elected members or managers on the Board. == -—  - : 
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IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


THE old castle and estate of Dalpersie, or Terpersie, is in the 
Tullynessle division of the en The castle is about a mile 
to the west of the Suie Hill road, but the intervening high 
grounds prevent its being seen by the traveller. The Gordons 
of Terpersie, to whom the estate originally belonged, were a 
branch of the Gordons of Lesmoir. “ William Gordon, of Ter- 
persie, was at the battle of Corrichie in 1563; and, in 1578, he 
was also present at the battle of Tillyangus, where, it is said, 
he killed ‘ Black Arthur, the brother of Lord Forbes; he was 
then under the orders of Adam de Gordon, of Auchindoun, 
whom he also accompanied to the battle of “the Craibstane,” 
near Aberdeen. With the Earl of Huntly, and those under his 
orders at the battle of Corrichie, the laird of Terpersie was 
proscribed, He died in the House of Rannes, and his remains 
are deposited in Rannes Aisle, in the parish church of Ruth- 
ven.” * Subsequently the estate was restored to the family, 
but, after the battle of Auldearn, the army of General Baillie 
was quartered at Montgarrie, and being alike doubtful as to 
the movements of his defeated colleague General Hurry, or 
those of the victorious Marquis of Montrose, he remained 
encamped, plundering the estates in the neighbourhood, and 
during that time his troops burned the house of Terpersie. 
“ After the battle of Culloden, the then laird of Terpersie, who 
had joined the army of Prince Charles, after continuing for 
some time a wanderer on the hills near to his house, he con- 
trived for some time to elude detection. But anxious, as it 
would appear, to obtain for one night a more comfortable re- 
at than could be afforded by his mountain cave, he impru- 
ently repaired to his mansion for this purpose, and, in con- 
sequence no doubt of information, was apprehended by a party 
of the King’s troops. There being some doubt Sy beh the 
identity of their prisoner, the paity endeavoured, but in vain, 
to have it solved by carrying him before the minister of the 
arish ; but they were more fortunate open repairing to a 
arm upon the other side of the hills, which was rented by 
Mr. Gordon, and where his wife and family then resided, for 
his children, on seeing their father, came running towards him, 
exclaiming, ‘ Dady! dady!’ and, unwittlingly to themselves, 
became aiding in consigning their parent to the block.” + His 
estate was forfeited, and came into the possession of the York 


. * Sir Andrew Leith Hay’s Castellated Architecture of Aberdeenshire, p. 32, 
. Statistical Account of Tullynessle, 1840, p. 446. =. 
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Buildings Company. It was subsequently purchased by a 
descendant of the Gordons’ of Knockespock, and is now the 
Property of Sir Henry P. Gordon, Bart. 7 | : 

e Castle of Terpersie is now inhabited by the farmer who 
rents the adjoining ground ; and there is nothing remarkable 
about it, but its picturesque situation in the centre of heath- 
clad mountains, the clear rapid stream of the Esset running 
past, with a few old trees standing around, it presents rather 
an interesting object. 

The Forbes family, to whom the Forbes estates belong, are 
descended from John de Forbes, of the reign of William the © 
Lion. In the year 1304, and upon the death of Alexander 
III., Alexander Forbes, the chief of this name, defended 
Urquhart Castle, in Inverness-shire, against Edward I, of 
England, till it was stormed, and he and the ean were put 
to the sword ; but the family was continued by the birth of a 
posthumous son. This son was Sir Alexander, who, adhering 
to King David II., was slain at the battle of chee in 1332. 
His son was called Sir John with the “Black Lip,” who, in 
1394, was made justiciary and coroner of Aberdeenshire, and 
by Elizabeth Kennedy (of Dunures family) had, besides the 
heir, three sons; 1, Sir William, founder of Pitsligo; 2, Sir 
John, founder of Tolquhon, and 3, Alexander, called Alaster 
Cam, founder of Brux. 

Sir Alexander, the heir, and elder brother of these three, 
had, (by Elizabeth Douglass, daughter to the Earl of Angus) a 
son called Sir John, who was created Lord Forbes by King 
James III. This Lord Forbes had, besides his heir, a son 
called Patrick, founder of Corse. 

The first Lord Forbes died in 1448, and from that time to 
this there has been 19 Lords; “and it is a singular fact, that 
so ancient a name in the peerage should have regularly des- 
cended, without in one instance a collateral having inherited 
the honours, for a period of 450 years.”* The present Horace 
Courtenay, Lord Forbes, is the 20th in succesion, and Premier 
Baron of Scotland. + 

In the year 1584, William Leith, son and heir of Alexander ° 
Leith of M 
Stirlyng on the Kingis Maiesties service,’ to make provision 


* « There is a tradition that this family is descended from one Ochonacher, 
who came from Ireland to Scotland about the end of the twelfth century ; and, 
_ it is said further, that the Mackays are descended of the same Ocheonacher, as. 
it is certain that they not only carry much the same armas, but, also, that (Lord 
eri a maate of the Mackays) hath acknowledged the Lord Forbes as their 
chief. 


+Sir Andrew Leith Hay’s Caatellated Architecture of Aberdeenshire, p, 27, 


ontgarrie, was charged to “ryde to the bruchof 
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for his daughters, he having no son in life, “and his haill lands 
being talyeit to his airis maill” It appears, however, that 
Anne Leith, the heiress of John Leith of Whitehaugh, married 
William Forbes of Tolquhon, to whom she had two sons and a 
daughter, and the first of the Forbeses who succeeded to the 
Whitehaugh or Montgarrie estate, through the female branch, 
and adopted the surname of Leith, was John Forbes Leith, 
who lived in England during the early part of his life, and 
when, about the year 1735, he settled on his estate, he found 
it iM & very ruinous condition: the mansion-house ready to 
tumble down, the rvofs and floors rotten, not a whole pane of 
glass to be seen. His tenants’ houses were in the same 
wretched order; the rents low and ill paid, their lands totall 
neglected, themselves but just a degree above begging. R 
most uncomfortable scene for an Oxonian to enter upon.’ * 
But instead of returning to England, he put his hand to the 
pough and his labours met with success. His tenants throve, 

is ren¢ roll improved, his personal possessions afforded him 
most of the necessaries of life, and he had the pleasure of see- 
ing many hundred acres of wood, where not a tree or shrub 
was to be seen. His son, who succeeded him, carried on the 
improvements over a large portion of the estate, that had be- 
fore been under unproductive management, and converted it 
Into regularly laid out fields, fenced with hedge-rows, and 
surrounded them by thriving plantations, which yielded to his 
successors a very handsome return. 

John Forbes Leith, above designed, became, by his brother’s 
death, the representative of the family of Tolquhon and 
Whitehaugh. He married, in 1743, Jean Morison, eldest 
daughter of the laird of Bognie, by whom he had three sons. 
William Forbes Leith, the eldest, was born in 1748, and died, 
unmarried, in 1806. He was succecded by his brother, Theo- 
dore, who studied medicine, and settled in Greenwich as a 
Y sician. Upon his brother’s death he became resident at 

itehaugh, where he died in 1819, from the consequences of 
an accident. James John Forbes Leith, an officer in the ser- 
vice of the East India Company, and retired with the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel, succeeded his father. He married, in 1827, 
Williamina, only daughter of Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, of 
the 42nd Royal Highlanders. Dying in 1841, Colonel Forbes 
Leith was succeeded by his eldest son, James Forbes Leith, 
now representative of the family of Tolquhon.t 

* Frances Douglas’s xxxi. letter on the East Coast of Scotland, p. 241. 


+ Since the above was in type James Forbes Leith has died (1875), leaving | 
no family. 
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Part of Whitehaugh seems to have belonged to the Knight 
Templars, as one of the fields on the home farm is still called | 
the Temple-close, and another St. John’s-close. “ Though the. 
Templars had but one settlement in Scotland (the Hospital of 
St.Germain’s, in Lothian) srl had lands, churches,:and houses 
in many different places of the country. The churches of 
Mary Culter, and Tullich in Aberdeenshire; and the church of 
Inchinan in Renfrewshire, belonged to them. They had houses 
in the town of Aberdeen, some of which still exist, known by 
the cross which was ordered to be put on all their buildings.” * 


Ifl.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THE parish of Forbes was annexed to Tullynessle in 1808, and 
since then the parish has been called the united parish of 
Tullynessle and Forbes, and the church is situated in the old — 
parish of Tullynessle. The Manse and domestic offices are 
valued at £20 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £15. Sti- 

end, 16 chalders, half meal and half barley, payable by the 
lars’ prices of the County, with an allowance of £100 Scots for 
communion elements. The schoolmaster’s house and garden 
are valued at £10, and the female school house at £5. 

School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— 
the Rev. William Paul, the manse, chairman; James McChristie, 
Pithie, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 44d. per £. Buble 
and Catechism taught. There are two schools in the parish. 
At the public school there are 105 scholars; and at the 
Scotsmill female school there are 56. Population, 1871, 970. 

Parochial Registers—The Session are in possession of a 
register belonging to Forbes. Its earliest date is 1729, and 
the latest 1752+ The register of Tullynessle commences in 
1760, and comprehends Forbes since the date of the junction. 
It appears to have been tolerably kept. 

urch Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £17 18s. 7d., of which sum £2 2s. 7}d. was 
expended on the relief of the poor. a 

A juvenile library has been established for the use of scholars 

attending the public schools. 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen, Spalding Club, p. 611. ~ 

+ Another of the same parish is in the hands of the minister of Auchindoir, 
which, it is believed, relates to the period from 1752 to 1808, when Forbes was 
united to this parish, and Kearn to Auchindoir,—Statistical Account of Tully- 
nessle, 1840, p. 448. : te 
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IV.—EMINENT MEN. 


It may be mentioned that the Rev. WALTER Syme, minister of 
Tullynessle, was the grandfather of Eleanora Syme, who mar- 
ried Henry Brougham, Esq., of Brougham Hall, Westmoreland, 
and was mother of the first Lord Brougham and Vaux. 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


In the sere Raed of the present century there were the remains 
of several Druidical circles, but, with the exception of one, 
they have all been cleared away, and in levelling the founda- 
tion of one of them two stone ladles were found lying not far 
from each other. The handle of one of them had been broken 
off; that of the other was about nine inches long, with a knob 
at the end of it, evidently for the purpose of preventing it, 
when used, from falling into the vessel, by laying hold of its 
edge. A similar stone ladle was found when clearing out the 
remains of another Druidical circle on the farm of Whiteside. 
On the Esset, and in the immediate vicinity of the hamlet of 
Montgarrie, there is the site of General Baillie’s encampment 
previous to his defeat by Montrose, in the battle of Alford, 
1645. 


PARISH OF TURRIFF. 


PRESBYTERY OF TURRIFF—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 








Etymology. 
THE name of this parish was anciently spelled Turra or Torra, 
and is still so pronounced. Turr, or Zorr, signifying in the 
Gaelic language, “a round hill,” and A like the English word 
“awe” signifying water, therefore the compound word Torr-a 
would signify “the water by the round hill.” According to 
others Turureth and Turreff was the proper spelling of the 
name, which is said to signify, in Gaelic, “towers.” * In the 
older parts of the town, and between the ste hale gate and 
the cross, there was to be seen (in the Temple brae) till very . 


* The former is the most probable conjecture, as the situation of the town, 
and the common pronunciation of Torra or Turra seems to favour it. -- 
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recently, part of the vaults of an ancient building, and the 
remains of a tower over the gateway, from which this part of the 
town derived the name of the “Castle-hill,” and lately, there 
was an old ruinous building, known by the name of Castle 
Rainy, near the Town Hall, as to which there is no distinct 


tradition. 
Boundaries. 

The parish is bounded on the north by the parish of Alvah 
(in Banffshire) and King-Edward ; on the east by Monquhitter ; 
on the south by Fyvie and Auchterless; and on the west by 
Inverkeithney and Forglen in Banfishire. 


Extent. 


Its greatest length is from Towie on the south, to Craigstone 
in King-Edward on the north, and in a direct line it measures 
nearly 7 miles, The greatest breadth, also in a direct line, 
from Mains of Idoch on the east, to the Doveran at Draughlaw 
on the west, is about 6} miles. The whole area is computed to 
be 18,488.664 acres. 

Topography. 

Along the banks of the Doveran, from Mill of Ashogle to the 
Craigbrae of Laithers, there are few finer landscapes for wood 
and water, hill and dale, to be seen in the country. Below the 
influx of the water of Turriff there are the fertile haughs of 
Ashogle and Knockiemill, skirted on the east by finely wooded 
braes, and above the water of Turriff there is the Bannock 
haugh, below the steep braes of Kinnermit, the Cowshaugh and 
the haughs of Muires , the haughs and wooded braes of Sco- 
bach aad Laithers, up to the Herne burn and the picturesque 
Den, through which it flows, and the boundary between the 
counties of Aberdeen and Banff, and the parishes of Turriff 
and Inverkeithney. The lowest point on the Doveran at Mill 
of Ashogle is 90 feet above sea level, the centre arch of the 
bridge over the river at Eastside is 106 feet, four inches, and 
the highest point on the river in the parish, bordering with 
Inverkethney, is about 114 feet. The Turriff Railway Station 
is 128 feet, the Cross of Turriff is 166 feet, the Fife Arms’ 
Hotel, in the top of the square, is 197 feet, and the church is 
209 feet. The highest point on the Market-hill, a little east of 
the Market-stance, 1s 328 feet, the entrance to the west ap- 

roach to Delgaty Castle, is 287 feet, the junction of the 
raigston road with the Banff turnpike is 332 feet, and the 
parish boundary with King-Edward, near Lower Plaidy, also 
on the Banff road, is 248 feet. The highest top on the wooded 
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hill of Wrae is 449 feet, the hill of Slackadale is 389 feet, the 
hill of Brackens is 611 feet, and is the highest land in this 
division of the anise the wood of Barnyards is 586 feet, and 
the boundary of the parish with Monqithitter, on the road at 
the north-east corner of the Delgaty woods, is 400 feet. The 
bridge at Mill of Delgaty, on the old Cuminestown road, below 
Conn’s quarry, is 183 feet ; the highest point in the parish on 
the water of Turriff, above Mains of Idoch, is 186 feet ; and 
the lowest point on the Ythan, at Towie, bordering with Auch- 
terless, is 158 feet above sea level. On the southern division 
of the parish the woods of Bal uholly, and the higher lands 
on Gask, Muiresk, Ardmiddle, Dorlaithers, and Cliftbog, are 
the most conspicuous, and in many parts of the dens of Gask, 
Ardmiddle, Glasslaw, Kingsford, Pitdoulzie, and Towie, the 
scenery is rugged, and sufficiently bold to be called romantic. 


Geology and Soils. 


The chief geological features of this parish are the greywacke 
group on the west division, and the old red sandstone on the 
east, the former occupying about three-fourths of the whole 
surface, and the latter about one-fourth. 

The river side and central parts of the parish are composed 
of the greywacke and clay-slate, passing into each other, or 
alternating, distinctly stratified, and often laminar. The 
direction of the strata is generally from north-east to south- 
west, and inclined at pretty high angles, varying from 15 to 
25 degs. The composition of the rock presents considerable 
variety, and is frequently traversed by veins of muilk-white 
quartz ; but it does not contain any of these subordinate layers 
or beds of limestone which are to be found in the Gartly slate. 
The composition of greywacke varies, but it chiefly consists of 
quartz, felspar, and clay-slate, all firmly cemented together by 
a paste of the same nature. The fragments of the rocks are 
mostly angular, rarely water-worn, and never large. The clay- 
slate consists of the same minerals, but the fragments are 
smaller, or more decomposed and earthy, the fissures often 
presenting a ferruginous clayey matter, and the rock is less 
tenacious. Finer sections of the rock appears along the Do- 
veran and in the south-western parts of the parish, where it 
- becomes fine-grained with a number of glistening points, ve 
readily splits into plates an inch or less in thickness, and yields 
an uneven fracture in almost whatever direction it is broken. 
Attempts have been made in the Craig-brae of Luithers to 
open a quarry of roofing slate; but, though appearances were 
favourable, the expense of labour was found to be too great, 
that the quarrying of the slate had to be given up. 
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At Plaidy, in the north-western corner of the parish, distinct 
traces of the Gamrie fish-beds have recently been discovered, 
several specimens of which are to be seen in the Arbuthnot 
Museum, Peterhead. The bed in which these relics are con- 
tained is a bluish grey-slate, the same in appearance as that 
which is exposed in a ravine on the farm of Findon, and is in 
the same line of bearing (N.E. toS.W.). The concretions 
which have been found are of various shapes—lenticular, round, 
and irregularly flattened forms, and appear to be arranged in 
the same manner as the balls of clay-ironstone in the bitumi- 
nous shales of our coal fields. 

Old Red Sandstone.—Fine specimens of this rock appears 
in several places in the wood east of Delgaty Castle, and on 
the hill of Ardinn. In Conn’s quarry, perhaps the finest sec- 
tions of the rock are to be found, but it is of equally good quality 
for building purposes in the quarries on Avding. The rock is 
generally of a dullish red colour, often micaceous, having 
small spheres of a pale greyish colour scattered through it. 
The conglomerates, which are interstratified, consist of primary 
boulders and gravel imbedded in an iron shot arenaceous | 
basis. The direction of the strata is from north-east to south- 
west, and the angle of the dip varies from 15 degs. in the 
Ardinn quarries to about 40 degs. in the burn of Craigstone. 
In no place has the denudition of the rock been so complete 
as to show its junction or contact with the greywacke in this 
parish ; but in Gamrie, on the shores of the Moray Firth, it 1s 
seen to overlie the latter, and there can be no doubt that it 
does the same in Turriff. 

Deposits.—All over the parish there are considerable deposits 
of gravel and clay, apparently formed by diluvial currents of 
water. On a slight eminence in the wood west of Delgaty 
Castle there is a peculiar bed of gravel. The section of this 
gravel pit “presents a covering of three feet of light brown 
ochry clay, under which lies a gravel bed eight or ten feet 
thick. The boulders are all water-worn, and consist chiefly of 
the purest milk-white quartz, mixed with very white micaceous 
er i * In some of the old worn out mosses there are nu- 
merous chalk-flints to be found, which can be traced in a broad 
line running righ across the country from Slains and Cruden 
to the shores of the Moray Firth at Blackpots in the parish of 
Boyndie. They are all water-worn in appearance, but few of 
them contain the usual chalk fossils. : 

Soile.—On the river banks and in the valleys of the smaller 
streams, the soil is an alluvial deposit of clay, and disintegrated 

* Statistical Acoount of Turriff, 1842, p. 985. | 
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clay-slate, and generally bears fair crops of oats and turnips. 
On the intermediate flat land and lower hill slopes, the soil is 
a strong loamy clay, and carries good crops of oats and barley ; 
while that upon the higher ground is lighter loam, mixed with 
gravel and disintegrated conglomerates of a worthless nature. 

| Hydrography. 

The river Doveran bounds the parish on the west for a 
distance of about six miles, following the windings of the 
stream. The burns of Luncarty and Craigstone divide the 
parish from Alvah and King-Edward on the north, and the 
water of Turriff intersects and bounds the parish with Mon- 
quate for a short distance at Idoch, for about 4 miles. The 

than bounds the parish for about three-fourths of a mile on 
the south with Auchterless at Towie, and the burn of Pitdoulsie 
forms the boundary with the same parish as far up as Cliftbog. 
Besides these there are several intersecting streams, such as 
the burn of Kinbate and Knockiemill in the north division, 
the burn of Delgaty in the centre, and the burns of Gask and 
Mill of Laithers in the south-west. These, along with many 
other smaller streamlets, afford an abundant supply of water 
for agricultural purposes 

Throughout the parish there are numerous perennial springs — 
of pure water, issuing from the slate strata, sufficient for do- 
mestic wants, and some mineral wells, but none of them of any 
great celebrity. One of them, situated a little below the gas 
works, called the “Physic Well” has been rather famed for its 
strong chalybeate properties, and another, called the “ Gall 
Well” on the farm of Rosehall of Muiresk. The site of “St. 
John’s Well” is pointed out by the St. John’s well strype, 
which flows from it, dividing the farms of Slackadale and Slap. 
The “Lady Mary’s Well” 1s below the Castle quarry, in the 
grounds of Delgaty Castle, and “ Helen’s Well” is in the wood 
of cross fields. There is also a well in the estate of Gask, 
which had been notable, and the virtues of which could not be 
secured but by a pecuniary offering to its patron, and hence 
the name of the farm where it exists “Silverwells.” In the 
brae of Laithers, and in the neighbourhood of a chapel, the 
foundation of which was some years ago removed by the 
plough, there was a well which was annually resorted to, on a 
particular day, by crowds from all quarters, the water of which 
was supposed to insure a continuance of health to those who 
enjoyed it, and to impart the blessing to such as were deprived 
of it.”* It is needless to say that the time is gone by when 
such superstitious notions were entertained. 


* Statistical Account of Turriff, 1842, p. 983. 
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Fishings. | 

The Doveran is an exceedingly good salmon and trout river 
in this parish, and although the mouth of the river is tightly 
netted, some of the “pots” and streams of Ashogle, Muiresk, 
and Laithers, afford excellent rod-fishing. The water of Tur- 
riff, from its mouth upwards, for about two miles, affords good 
trout fishing, and is much resorted to by the inhabitants of 
the town of Turriff : | 


Mills and Manufactories. 


The burn of Ashogle propels the machinery of the corn- 
grinding mill there, the burn of Craigstone propels the ma- 
chinery of the mill of Fintray, and it also propels the machinery 
of the woollen mill of Plaidy. The water of Turriff propels 
the machinery of the corn-grinding mill there, and also the 
machinery of a small woollen manufactory. Besides these, the 
most of the smaller streams are utilized for propelling the ma- 
chinery of the thrashing machines in the parish, and that of 
several saw mills. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


There is a great extent of ground covered with trees of all 
ages within the parish. On the north there is the old wood of 
Barnyards, which has not an inviting appearace, and part of 
the policies of Craigstone Castle. To the west of the latter 
place, there are large clumps of Scots firs and larch on Fernie- 
strype, Slackadale, Crosstields, and the extensive younger 

lantations on the hill of Wrae. On the braes of Ashogle, 
illyfar, and Knockiemill, there are several clumps and belts 
consisting chiefly of young hardwood trees. The Muiresk 
plantations are chiefly old, and of no great extent, but they are 
well disposed of both for shelter and ornament. At Kinnermit, 
there are some fine chestnut trees, and along the Laithers road, 
some well kept thorn hedges. On Scobach and Ardmiddle, a 
considerable extent of shelter belts have recently been planted 
with Scots firs and larch, mixed with some spruce and hard- 
wood trees. On the higher parts of Ardmiddle, the trees have 
rather a stunted appearance, but on Scobach and along the 
river side they are very thriving and ornamental. The Craig- 
brae of Laithers is perhaps one of the finest and most valuable 
plantations in the parish. It consists of a number of fine full- 
own Scots firs and larch, with some large spruce trees in the © 
ower parts, of great beauty. On the higher ground west of 
Raecloch, and east of Bogs, the younger belts of larch and 
Scots firs have but a stunted appearance. The southern 
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division of the parish is bare, and very uninteresting. On the 
estates of Glasslaw, Woodhead, Dorlaithers, Maryfield, and 
.Towie, there are few plantations of any extent. At the resi- 
dence of pag hae there are some clumps of Scots firs and 
larch, and at Towie there are some clumps of Scots firs and 
larch, mixed with hardwood and other trees, by the old castle. 
On the estate of Gask, most of the old woods have been cut 
down, and the ground brought into cultivation, a few clumps 
and single trees being left in the old hedgerows for shelter. 
On the estate of Balquholly, and on the higher ground on the 
east of Hatton Castle, there are extensive plantations of Scots 
firs and larch, some of which are of great age and size. The 
Gaelic name of the place is Baile-choille, or “the town in the 
wood ;” “ Hatton Castle, therefore, has a just claim to its for- 
mer appellation, being embosomed in wood of a rich variety, 
and sheltered, in a great measure, from every wind that blows.” 
The extensive lawn chiefly lics in front of the castle, and is 
adorned with clumps of fine hardwood trees. The approaches 
from the north and west are well laid out, and the private 
grounds and gardens contain a number of ornamental trees 
and shrubs, both native and foreign, such as are hardy enough 
to withstand the severity of the climate. The woods of Del- 
gaty extend from the Banff turnpike road, near Turriff, for 
nearly two miles and a-half, towards Cuminestown, includin 
the home farm and private grounds of the castle. The older 
woods east and west of the castle, contain a rich variety of 
forest trees, especially in the lower grounds around the resi- 
dence, there are some fine beech, ash, elm, oak, and spruce 
trees, of considerable size. Along the Banff road, the beech 
hedges are very thriving, while the thorn appear in a back- 
going state. In the young belts on the north side of the 
Cuminestown road, and along the road leading to the Burnt 
Smithy, there are some remarkably thriving young silver firs, 
while the whole of the larch and Austrian pines, and most of 
the Scots firs, which appear to have been planted at the same 
time, are in a half dead and dying state. 

Botany.—The following list of plants most worthy of notice, 
are to be found on the banks of the Doveran, in some of the 
plantations of Delgaty, on the steep braes of Laithers, and in 
some of the dens which intersect the southern division of the 
parish :— | 
. Aspidium lobatum —Close-leaved Prickly Shield-fern. Asperula odorata— 
Sweet Wood-ruff. 


pian at pt lunaria—Common Moon-wort. Campanula latifolia—Giant Bell- 
ower. 


Carex pendula-—Great Pendulous Carex. Carex precox—Early asi Sedge. 
E 
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Cerastium arvense—Field Mouse-ear, Chickweed. Circea Alpina—Mountain 
Enchanter’s Night-shade. : 
Cistopteris fragilie—Brittle Bladder-fern, rare, Digitalis purpurea—Foxglove, 
variety with white flowers. | ) | 
_ Geranium sylvaticum—Wood Crane’s-bill. Geum rivale—Water Avens. 3 
Gondyera repens—Orecping Goodyera. Gymnadenia conopsea—Fragrant Gym- 
adenia 





Goodyera repens— Creeping Goodyera.  Hieracium aurantiacum — Orange 
Hawkweed. 

Linnea borealis—Two-flowered Linnea. Listera cordata—Heart-leaved Moun- 
tain Tway-blade. _ 

Lysimachia nemorum—Wood. Loose-strife. Melampyrum pratense—Common 
Yellow Cow-wheat. 7 

Orobus tuberosus—Heath Pea, Common Bitter-vetch. Potamogeton lucens— 
Shining Pond-weed. 

Potamogeton crispus—Curled Pond-weed. Potamogeton refuscens—Long-leaved 
Floating Pond-weed. - 

Potamogeton perfoliatus—Perfoliate Pond-weed. Polygonum viviparum—Vivi- 
parous Alpine Bistort. 

Polypodium Dryopteris—Tender Three-branched Polypody. Pyrola media— 
Intermediate Winter-green. 

Pyrola minor—Lesser Winter-green. Pyrola secunda—Serrate Winter-green. 

Rosa canina—Common Dog-Rose. Rubus ideus—Raspberry Bush. 

Rumex aquaticus—Grainless Water Dock. Sedum villoswn—Hairy Stonecrop. - 

Stellaria nemorum—W ood Stitchwort. T'rientalis Huropea—European Chick- 
weed, Winter-green. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of proprietors, 
the following abstract will show the number of agricultural 
holdings in the parish in a clasified form, viz. :— 

No. atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above No. at and above 
of sua rent, and cadet £100. and eater £50. and Fi £20. and under £10. 
46 30 40 46 95 


And 17 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly value. 


Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Turriff, year 1872-73, £12,578 2 
Do. | Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, aud Wood- 
lands, : ; ‘ oe ; ‘ ‘ . 1,257 14 
Do. Shootings and Fishings, where let, . ; : ‘ 69 0 
Do. Quarries, . : ; ‘ : ‘ ; : ; 56 0 
Do. Mills, Manufactories, and Brickwork, F ‘ ; 52 0 
Do. Market Qustoms and Feuars’ Haugh, .o 8 15 0 
Do. Houses and Yards under £4 of yearly rent, . , 107 12 
Do. Small Properties in the Town of Turriff, . . 6,220 15 
Do. Turriff and Macduff Railway, . ‘ ‘ . «+ 1,900 0 
Total value, : ' ‘ ; £21,316 4 
EEE 
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Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and 
exceed £100 a-year— 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Fife. 
Ainslie a Ainslie, Esq. of Delgaty. 
. Sir George Samuel Abercromby, Bart., of Forglen. 
. Alexander Bremner, Esq. of Nethermill and Glasslaw. 
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The Trustees of the late George, James, and Alexander Chalmers of 
Dorlaithers, &c. | 

The Trustees of the late Garden William Duff, of Hatton Castle. 

Lhe President and Governors of Robert Gordon’s Hospital, Aberdeen. 

The President and Managers of the Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen. 

Mrs. Barbara Milne, of Ardmiddle and Scobach. 

The Heirs of the late Robert Spottiswood Farquhar Spottiswood, of 


uiresk. 
Alexander Stuart, Esq. of Laithers. 


The Heirs of the late Tire. Mary Isabella Pollard Urquhart, of Craigstone. 
Robert Webster, Esq. of Woodhead. 

John Hutcheon, Esq., Merchant, Turriff. 

The Turriff and Macduff Railway Company. 


And 169 owners of houses and land whose rents are under £100 a-year. 


Farming.—Leases are usually granted for 19 years, and the 
rents paid in money half-yearly. The rotation of cropping 
followed is that of the fifth and sixth-course shift, but the 
tenants are not much interfered with in this respect, unless 
some unfair dealing appears. The crops commonly cultivated 
are oats, barley or bear, turnips, and potatoes, with occasional 
a few acres of tares, followed by oats or bear, sown down with 
grass seeds. In the fifth course two grasses and one white 
crop after lea is taken, and in the sixth three grasses and one 
white crop is only taken till the land is cleaned for turnips. 
Formerly the seventh-course shift was pursued, which allowed 
two white crops to be taken after the third years grass, but 
the second, or awal, alias, offall crop, became so full of weeds, 
and difficult to clean, that this course of cropping had to be 
abandoned. 

Houses.—The farm-steadings, as a whole, may be said to be 
good commodious buildings. They are mostly built of the 
slate rock of the district, and generally have sandstone dress- 
ings with slated roofs, and afl have thrashing-machines at- 
tached, which are chiefly propelled by water-power. 

The dwelling-houses on most of the large farms are superior 
buildings, and they are generally built with dressed sandstone. 
On the farm of Mains of Towie there has recently been built a 
superior dwelling-house beside the old castle, and a new stead- 
ing of offices a little to the west of it, on the most approved 
plans. The house is built in the Elizabethan style of archi- 
tecture, and contains every requisite accommodation for a large 
farm, and is, along with the grounds, which have been taste- 
fully laid out by Mr. Scott, the tenant, a very et ornament 
to the old place. The farm steading consists of a large square 
subdivided into two by a central byre, thereby giving two 
dung courts. The ak wing of the square contains a stable 
for eight horses, which is open to the roof, with hay and straw 
house on the same floor, and cleansing passage to the south 
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dung court. The west wing is occupied by a large en 
headed feeding-byre, divided into compartments, each holdin 
two cattle, and the mill barn, which, being of an increase 
,, Width, projects several feet beyond the breadth of the byre. 
~ The north wing is occupied by a byre, with turnip houses on 
each angle ; and in the east wing there are cart sheds, servants’ 
apartments, and the entrances to the dung courts. An easy 
slope permits loaded carts to sag the feeding bench in 

the unthrashed corn barn, and below there is ample accom- 
modation for straw, and for dressing the grain, after which the 
grain is raised by elevators worked by the machinery, and 
conveyed by gangways above the centre and north byre wings 
to the grain stores above the sheds and other buildings in the 
east wing. The north wing and centre byres are wide, each of 
them are divided in the middle by a passage for feeding and 
cleaning. The north half of each of the byres are divided into 
compartments holding two cattle, by Correen pavement slabs, 
and feeding troughs of the same material ; the south side of 
each being divided into loose boxes for cows and calves and 
young beasts, with small open yards in the dung courts, which 
can be shut off at pleasure. The dung courts are laid about — 
three feet below the general level of the building, so as to 
command sufficient fall for drainage, and the whole buildings 
are thoroughly ventilated by roof ventilators. A neat cottage 
is built on the south side of the stable wing for the farm over- 
seer. The rent of the farm, under the former lease, with the 
old houses, was £485, and the rent under the present lease, 
with the interest of £1,700 on houses, is £790. e new build- 
ings cost about £3,000, exclusive of the cartage of materials, 
and providing rubble stones, and of the laying out of the 
grounds around the old castle and the farm residence. 

The arrangements between landlord and tenants in regard 
to houses are not uniform. Some heritors bear the whole 
expense of the buildings, and others give only the rough 
timber for the buildings, the tenant executing, at his own 
expense, all the other parts of the work, receiving an obliga- 
tion for payment at the end of the lease according to the 
valuation at the time. Others allow two year’s rent at the — 
termination of the lease, if the subjects are worth as much, 
Others, again, charge a per centage on the outlay on necessar 
buildings ; and in some cases no allowance is given for build- 
ings whatever, the tenant accommodating himself as he best 
can during the lease, who, if he is able to sink his capital 


altogether, or bear a deferred payment, may, perhaps answer ; . 


but af he has not money at command, it may, and often does; — 
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straiten his circumstances, and leave him with nothing to im- 
prove or enrichen his farm, The houses upon the crofts which 
are scattered throughout the parish, do not bear a favourable 
comparison with those upon the larger farms. They are 
inferior buildings, with thatched roofs, and, generally, these 
small holdings bear a higher rent in proportion to those of 
the larger farms. 

Fences.—The larger farms in the north and west divisions of 
the parish are mostly enclosed by substantial stone-dykes, the 
materials for which have been quarried from the slate-rock, 
and are very suitable for the purpose. There are some thorn 
hedges, but they do not seem to suit the soil, and very few of 
them appear to have been properly attended to. In the south 
division, wooden posts and wire have been used as a substitute 
for stone dykes, but, though economical enough, they afford no 
shelter where such is wanted. 

ne the past two 19 years the greater part 
of the land requiring the operation has been drained with 
brick tiles and pipes, and some of it with small stones, either 
gathered off the fields or quarried for the purpose. It may be 
said that, in almost every instance, the improvement by 
drainage of the heavier soils has had a most marked effect in 
bringing the crops earlier to maturity. The effeet of the recent 
drainage operations which have recently taken place on the 
haughs below the town of Turriff, on which between £700 and 
£800 have been expended, can scarcely be as yet known as to 
the permanent improvement of a worthless rushy swamp, or 
in preventing the flooding of the land on the lower part of 
the stream, as part of the work does not appear in a satisfactory 

state. 

Cattle.—In this district great attention has been paid to the 
breed of cattle, and the farmers in it are well known for pre- 
serving the Aberdeenshire, or polled breed in all their purity. 
But the Turriff farmers, at an earlier period, introduced the 
shorthorned breed, and have obtained cross animals, which 
cannot be equalled in the County. They are careful enough 
to preserve both breeds, and, in doing so, they are encouraged 
by the local Agricultural Association, who give premiums for 
that purpose. 

Horses, Sheep, &c.—The district contains a class of horses 
second only to the heavy Clydesdale breed, and also a class of 
smaller sized horses, which this part of the country was long 
famous for, “ and which are strong, healthy, and long lived.” 
There are few sheep kept in the parish. Docasionally large 
flocks of black-faced sheep, brought from the higher parts of 
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the County, are wintered. Pigs are reared in considerable 
numbers in the district, and are sold to the pork curers in 
Turriff, who do a considerable business in that line in the. 
~ London market. | 


The principal roads are the Aberdeen and Banff road, which 
passes through Turriff, from Towie on the south to Plaidy on 
the north, a distance of nearly eight miles. The Craigstone 
road leads in a north-easterly direction to Byth, the Cumines- 
town road leads by the north of Delgaty, and the Darra and 
Cuminestown road leads by Idoch, along the valley of the water 
of Turriff. The Towie road on the south leads by the kirk of 
Auchterless to Badenscoth. On the south-west there is the 
Glasslaw and Pitglassie road, which leads from Bridge-end to 
the upper parts of Auchterless; and the Huntly road, which 
leads through Laithers, Inverkeithny, and Forgue. The 
Doveran side road to Banff leads from the town of Turriff by 
Ashogle, with a branch, which crosses the river by the bridge | 
at Eastside, leading to Aberchirder and Huntly, and also to 


Banff. 
Bridges. 


The bridge of Eastside was built across the Doveran in 1826, 
about half a-mile below the town of Turriff. It is built of Del- 
gaty sandstone, and consists of three semi-circular arches, 
which cost between £2,500 and £3,000 ; the expense of which 
was defrayed partly by subscription, and partly by money 
borrowed on the security of the pontages, which are now done 
away with. 

Railways. | 


~ 


The Auchterless Station, on the Turriff and Banff Railway, 
is in the southern extremity of the parish, and distant from 
Aberdeen 34} miles ; the Turriff Station is 38} miles; and the 
Plaidy Station, which is on the northern boundary with King- 
Edward, is 423 miles also from Aberdeen. The Turriff Station 
it 11 4 i from the Banff Bridge Station, and 124 miles from 

acdu 


Mansion Houses. 


Delgaty Castle, the style of which is Norman, has been built 
at different periods. One of the dates on the building is 1579 ; 
but we think that the older parts of the castle have been built 
at an earlier date. Considerable additions have been made to 
it since, but the original style has been preserved ; and while 
it exhibits all the grandeur of a feudal age, it affords-all the 
comforts and convenience of modern times. It is a lofty 
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castellated square building, 66 feet high, with wings and col- 
lonades judiciously attached. The walls of the older parts are 
seven feet four inches thick. The rooms are spacious and hand- 
some, particularly the two drawing-rooms, one of which is 34 
feet by 20, and the other 24 feet by 14, which are connected by 
Lie seeeeag Some of the original rooms are groined, having 
- their bosses embellished with arms of its former occupants, 
the Hays of Errol. 

_ Hatton Castle was built in 1814, on the site of the old man- 
sion of Baile-choille or Balquholly, a portion of which was 
incorporated with the new building. It is a very commodious 
edifice, of a quadrangular form, with corner turrets, and out- 
wardly it has a very attractive appearance. 

Towve Barclay.—The remains of this old castle are situated 
on the north bank of the Ythan, close on the road to Fyvie, 
and about four miles south of the town of Turriff. The build- 
ing 18 now very much diminished, and much of its architec- 
tural beauty destroyed, but the antiquity of the castle is proved 
by the following inscriptions which appear over the chief 
entry, which is on the north side of the building :— 


Sir Alexander Barclay of Tolly, foundator, decessit A.D. 1136. 
And on the same stone is carved— 


P. In tim of valth, all men sims frendly ; 
An frind is not knawing but in adversitie—1593.* 


Higher up the building, on a scroll, appears— 
Sir Valter Barclay founded Tollie Mill, 1210.+ 


There were other stones, with inscriptions partly obliterated, 
which have been removed from their original positions, and 
built into the walls of what now remains. 

On a stone, said to have been taken from the Dove Cot, the 
following inscription appears :—“ Either doe. or. d. e.” On the 
lower part of a broken carved stone, now built into the south 
wall, below the window of an ante-room, there is the date of 
1662; and on various parts of the newer out-houses there are 


* “‘ Notwithstanding the first mentioned date in the above inscription, it is believed that 
the caatle was not built before 1503, while there are dates 1404 and 1695, on the more 
modern parts of the building.”—Statistical Account of Turriff, 1842, p. 998. 

t “To the ordinary observer (says Dr. Pratt) the founding of the Tollie Mills may seem 
a somewhat singular memorandum to have been placed on the walls of a feudal dence ; 
but we must remember that water mills in those days were of recent introduction, of great 
importance, and a monopoly to the landlord. It is believed that the Saxon followers of 
Melcoim Canmore, towards the close of the eleventh century, were the first who introduced 
water mills into Scotland, and this date respecting the Tollie Mills seems to corroborate the 
opinion.”.. Further, it is a mark of superiority and juriaticrion of a baron that has tenants 
and vassals thirled or bound to their mills; for of old none but barons had a right to erect 
mills, and by some it carried as relative to their names, as Milne, Miller, Miles; as Walter 
Barclay Miles, Sheriff of Aberdeenshire, is so designed in a charter of King Robert Bruce to 
that town. ai 
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stones with faces carved upon them, which were rescued from 
the old buildings. 

Up to 1792, it is said the whole fabric remained pretty 
entire, “ when, to suit the ideas of the occupying tenant, the 
roof, turrets, and embrazures were removed, the height reduced 
to two stories, and on this once proud pile was placed a vulgar 
modern roof.” This roof was priced in 1874, and a plain 
continuous moulding, or string course, laid all round, at the 
height of 34 feet from the ground, on which has been built an 
embattled parapet, six feet high, and cement roof, with flat- 
headed turrets built at the four corners ; these alterations and 
repairs costing the Governers of Robert Gordon’s Hospital 
about £300 sterling. 

The lower storey of the building has immensely thick walls, 
and is all vaulted. The old baronial hall, with a pretty broad | 
stair leading to it, and the roof, are, however, the only features - 
of consequence about the building. The hall is 36 feet by 24, 
and 21 feet high, to the apex roof of the Gothic vaulted ceil- 
ing, which is divided into three full and two half compart- 
ments, with circular groined arches, having four roof orna- 
ments (one of which has fallen down), which attests to its 
former grandeur and magnificence.* On one of these stones 
the motto ARMA. REGIS. can be distinctly traced. Around 
the border of another are the words, Domo. Dominus. Domo. 
Rurlaria (?) PLEC. PCK; and on the third there are two 
coats of arms, a cheveron between three crosses Patees, two in 
chief and one in base, with PATRIK on the border; and on 
the right there are Martlets, with some hieroglyphical charac- 
ters around the edges of the stone.+ Sir James Balfour, in his 
Manuscript of Blazons, says the sirname of Barclay, with us in 
the year 1247, carried Gules, a cheveron between ten crosses 
Patees Argent, six in chief, and four in base. 

Gask—This once romantic seat, so long an object to tra- 
vellers by the old high road to the south, which passed through 

* It is said that, owing to some circumstances in the remote history of the 
Barclays, the corbels, mouldings, and other ornaments in the buildings they 
erected, partook of an ecclesiastical character. It is a dark story. ‘‘ Being. 
desirous (says tradition) of obtaining certain church lands, the Barclays of the | 
day fell upon an expedient at once dreadful and dishonourable. The coveted 
lands belonged to a neighbouring nunnery ; and into this, by surreptitious 
means, a younger Barclay contrived to obtain admission. The consequence of 
this nefarious scheme was the utter disgrace of the institution. The result 
a their design ; the house was dissolved, and the property became 

+ In Nisbet’s Heraldry, the arms of Barclay of Towie, in Aberdeenshire, 
are represented to be, Azure, a cheveron, or, between two crosses, Patees in | 


chief, and a Lozenge voided in Base Argent. Motto—Crux salutem confert, or 
Cruz Christi nostra corona. 
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“the den,” has ceased to have any attractions. The old “craw 
wood” has been cleared away, and the fox hunting seat of the 
late Earl of Kintore has become an ordinary farm residence. 
West of Gask, about a mile, is the beautifully situated modern 
cottage of Maryfield ; and on the banks of the river, about a 
mile above Turriff, is the old Mansion House of Muiresk, once 
a seat of the Dempsters of Auchterless, which is a most desir- 
able residence. 

Scobach House is a modern residence, erected in a prominent 
position, full two miles higher up the river, in a direct line 
than the town of Turriff. It is built in the Elizabethan style 
of architecture, and from its commanding position and well 
wooded grounds, the views from the house of rich cultivated 
fields, river, and woodland scenery, are very fine. 

Laithers Cottage is a modern building, and stands in the 
bottom of a broad haugh below the Craig-brae, opposite the 
“Fords and Mill of Magie,” where, and when the work was 
finished in building the mill, the miller took the branks off 
“water kelpie,” who then made his escape, exclaiming— 


‘* Sair back and sair banes, 
Carrying Mill o’ Magie’s stanes.” 


Town or Turrirr.—It is impossible to say, with any degree 
of accuracy, when the town of Turriff was founded ; but it is 
evidently a place of considerable antiquity, and had been of 
some note in a former age. In the Statistical Account of the 

arish, 1794, the haughs of Laithers and the town of Turriff 
ave been invested with considerable interest by an hypothesis 
that “It is very highly probable that Lathmon, the Pictish 
rince, whom Ossian celebrates, had his seat in this parish. 
ot only do Laithers and Dorlaithers bear a strong resem- 
blance to Lathmon and Dunlathmon, but the landscape drawn 
by nature exactly corresponds with the description of the poet. 

e may observe on the bank of the river, ‘ the green dwelling 
of Lathmon.’ We may wander with ‘the blue ey’d Cutha in 
the vales of Dunlathmon ;’ and the halls of Nuath are onl 
wanting to realise the description of the ee ‘Hig 
walls rise on the bank of Durranna, and see their mossy towers 
in the stream,’ A rock ascends behind them, with ‘its bendin 
firs.” On the south side of the town there is a spot calle 
the Temple Brae, which overlooks the gaswork, and a house 
called the Temple Feu, and there is every reason to believe 
‘that the Knights Templar, who, though they had but one 
settlement in Scotland, St. Germain in Lothian, yet they en- 
joyed the funds of several churches and houses in other parts 
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of the country, were established here. “This is the more pro- 
bable, as the old proprietors of this house held their charter 
from Lord Torphicen, to whom a considerable part of their 
land had been given by the crown, after the Order of the 
Knights Templar was dissolved, in the beginning of the 14th 
century.” : 

The tutelar saint of the parish is Saint Congan, corrupted — 
into Cowan, and mention is made of the church of Turriff as 
early as the beginning of the 13th century. In 1214, Marjory, 
Countess of Buchan, gave it to the monks of St. Thomas of 
Arbroath, the grant being confirmed by William the Lion, and 
the Bishop of Aberdeen. In 1273, the church of Turriff was 
bestowed by Alexander Comyn, Earl of Buchan, with consent 


of Hugo de Benham, Bishop of Aberdeen, for maintaining a — 


warden, six chaplains, and almshouse for 13 poor husbandmen 
of Buchan. In 1412, the church of Turriff was erected into a 

rebend of the Cathedral of St. Machar of Aberdeen.* The — 

arls of Erroll had a lodging or hotel in Turriff, which, accord- 
ing to the New Statistical Accownt, probably was the forehouse, 
hall, and chambers, disponed by Thomas Mowat, and which, 
after changing many occupants, is now the property of the 
heirs of a former agent for the North of Scotland Bank, and 
still retaining, by way of distinction, the characteristic name 
of “The Lodging.” For about 350 years immediately preced- 
ing 1762, the Erroll family were superiors of Turriff, and from 
that family several of the present feuars hold the charters 
which gives them a right to the tenements they possess, and 
for which they pay an annual feu-duty of six denarii, or one 
halfpenny sterling. 

The Market Cross of Turriff is of considerable antiquity. It 
stands in Castle Street, a little to the left of the principal street 
leading through the town, and it was the place where, in for- 
mer times, the Sheriff of the County occasionally held his 
court. In the year 1557, an inquest was held, Apud crucem 
de ste ; and among the jurors we find Patrick Mowat of 
Balquholly ; James Dempster of Auchterless ; George Crichton 
of Little Forg; Alexander Con of Auchry ; Thomas Con, his 
son; John Grant of Ballindalloch ; Patrick Grant of Dalvey ; 
and John Irvine, in Turreff. In course of time the cross be- 
came dilapidated, till 1842, when it was put into a proper state 
of repair. It was re-erected in 1865, of hewn stone, and 
- measures about 20 feet from the ground to the top. “The 
Cors of Turra” is, therefore, once again the “ public forum” of 
the burgh. : 

* Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 207. Edition 1858, 
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Some houses, called “Abbey land, or Domus Dei” (Maison 
Diew), mark the site of the alms-house founded by the Earl of 
Buchan, as above stated. In 1329 it was endowed by King 
Robert Bruce, by charter granted at Kinkell, with the lands of 
Petts, in the parish of Fyvie, in puram et perpetuam eleemosy- 
nam pro anvme Nigelli de Bruys, patris nostri.* 

“In the year 1511, James IV., out of love and favour to Mr. 
Thomas Dickson, then prebend of Turriff, granted him a 
charter erecting Turriff into a burgh of barony, constituting 
the prebend the superior of the burgh, and titular of the teinds, 
and giving power to the burgesses, with consent of the pre- 
bend, to choose yearly, bailies and other office-bearers, for the 
government of the burgh, with a right also, to the burgesses 
and inhabitants, to hold weekly markets at the Market Cross 
on Sunday, and public fairs at the fast of St. Peter, called 
Lammas and St. Congan, with the whole tolls, liberties, and 
privileges of free markets.” It appears that James VI. passed 
a night in Turriff on the 22nd April, 1589, but, as his Majesty’s 
visit was rather accidental, with the exception of the honour 
conferred on the town by the king’s presence, we do not find 
that he showed his favour for it by any other mark of royal 
regard. About the year 1860, Turriff was made a Police 
Burgh, under the Act 13th and 14th Victoria, Cap. 33, and the 
boundaries es to be the same as the old burgh. In 1874, 
after a great deal of legal squabbling among the inhabitants, 
the “ Lindsay Act” was adopted, and it is now governed by a 
chief magistrate and commissioners. The town is well sup- 
plied with water and as, but it is not very well sewered. For 
police, water, and neueaig purposes, the inhabitants are 
charged 1s. per £ rental. The streets are kept in repair by the 
District Road Trustees, and the footways generally by the in- 
habitants, and three-farthings per £ is levied on owners under 
the Public Health Act. 

Population of the Burgh in Six Decades. 
1821. 1881. 1841. 1851. 1861. 1871. 
922 1,136 1,309 1,693 1,843 2,277. 

The town of Turriff is the head quarters of a large district, 
including part of Banffshire. It has a square in the upper 

* “The Sir Nigel or Neil Bruce, for the peace of whose soul this grant was 
made, was the third brother of the king. His fate was a most cruel one. 
Fordun says, that ‘‘ He was a youth of great beauty, was taken by the Eng- 
lish in the castle of Kildrummy, and put to death, either at Berwick or New- 
castle, in the year 1306.” In Barbour’s Brus we read, that the tidings that the 
capture of the young knight and his companions were brought to Edward as he 
lay on his deathbed at Burgh-on-the-sands, and that, when it was asked him 


what should be done with these captives, he exclaimed, with a ghastly smile, 
‘“‘ Hang and draw.” —Dr. Pratt’s Buchan, p. 208. Edition 1858. 
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centre, through which the high road to Banff S eat and from 
which other roads or streets branch off in different directions. 
The houses are mostly built of the Delgaty red sandstone, 
which has rather a dingy appearance ; but there are many fine | 
buildings in it, and handsome shops, where groceries, clothiery, 
haberdashery, and hardware goods, &c., can be got of the best 
quality. There are tradesmen and artisans of all descriptions, 
who by their skill command steady employment in the town 
and surrounding country. It is well supplied with butcher 
meat of the best quality, and with bakers; and the town is 
generally well supplied with fish of all kinds, from the seaport 
of Macduff. Pork-curing has long been carried on, but latterly 
to a much increased extent. The present chief magistrate and 


others doing a large trade in pickling pork forthe London 


and other markets. 
Banks. 


A Savings Bank was established in 1817, which has been very 
successful. The depositors are chiefly tradesmen, labourers, 
men and women servants. There are also agencies of the 
Commercial Bank of Scotland, the Union Bank, the Aberdeen 
Town and County, and the North of Scotland Banks.* 


Manufactories. 


Some years ago linen yarn was manufactured to a consider- 
able extent, and bleaching done on “an exceedingly beautiful 
grass haugh on the south side of the town, near to where the 
water of Turriff is passable by a bridge about the. middle 
of the haugh.”+ These are not now reckoned among the 
branches of native industry; and the beautiful grass haugh is 
nothing but a swamp, overgrown with rushes. Woollen cloth 
is still manufactured on a small scale near Turriff, and at Plaidy, 
and dyeing is carried on at both places. At the railway sta- 
tion, which is on the south side of the water, there are several 
coal, lime, and agricultural manure stores, a large granary for 
storing grain, and grinding oatmeal by steam-power, ~~ 


Gas Company. 


In 1839, a joint stock company was established for the 
manufacture of gas. The capital was £750, held in shares of 
£2 10s. each, The buildings are conveniently situated for the 


“ A new building for this establishment has been recently erected in the 
ae opposite the Commercial Inn, one of the best sites in the town. The 
building 1s retired off both streets, laying bare the rough low gable ef a bakery, 
which it closely adjoins. It is intended to be of an ornamental character, with 
a high slated tower rising out of its centre, which certainly cannot be “likened 
to anything in the heavens above, or on the earth beneath.” 

+ Description of the Parish of Turriff, by Mr. William Walker, 1723,— 
From Mactarlane’s Geographical Collections MS, 
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town, and the quality of gas, which is sold at a moderate rate, 
1s considered to be tolerably good. 7 


, Agricultural Association. | 

In the year 1830, there was formed a “ Turriff Agricultural 
Association,” which is well supported by landlords and tenants 
in the district. It is under the management of a committee 
chosen by the members, who hold two annual meetings—one 
in August, for the show of cattle and horses, and the other in 
spring, for the exhibition of seeds and bulls. 

Courts, éec. 

Sheriff Small Debt Courts are held in the Town-hall four 
times in the year; and Burgh Police Courts are held by the 
magistrates, for the trial of petty offences. There is a lock-up 
house, in which criminals are confined for a single night pre- 
vious to their being sent to the County jail, or in modum 
peence of those petty offences which occasionally occur. 


Markets or Favrs. 

Markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep, are held on 
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month throughout the 
year. Feeing markets are held on the Saturday before the 
27th May; and on the Saturday before the 23rd November. 
Cowan fair is held at Lammas. 


Inns and Alchouses. 


There are two very respectable dnd comfortable hotels in 
the town—the Fife Arms and the Commercial Hotel, where 
travellers and the public can enjoy every comfort, and where 
post-horses and vehicles are kept for hire. Besides these, there 
are a number of alehouses and spirit shops, which to a certain 
extent may be convenient, though a few of the tippling houses 
might, with great propriety, be suppressed. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TURRIFF, FOR F 
THE YEAR ENDED l4tu MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . ; ‘ ; z : . £1,259 0 0 | 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, ‘ : 78 15 11d 
_ Total receipts, . . -. + »  « £1,337 15 114 
Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . £1,191 14 10 
Relief of Casual Poor, . ‘ : , 3 , 2 310 
Medical Relief, . ee ; ; : ; 49 2 1 
Management, . ; . : ° ‘ 96 14 9 

 ~” Excess of Expenditure over Income, de sk 119 64 


Totalexpenditure, . . . . . £1,88015 6 





© 
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__ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE | 


- PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rx MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 


POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


. Died or ceased to . 
Relieved duriug the year. Casual Poor. 
Population g mney receive relief. io 


1861 


Regis- Other ee. § 
Depend- Depend- \Depend-| Insane, 
Males. | Females. | Total. ante tered arte poet ania 


Poor. 


Nc: | CS | eee | EEE | NO | ere § ee I | a | AST 


3,693 | 34 122 | 156; 119 22 14 24 23 | 12 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the Act 
8th and 9th Vict., Cap. 83 and 34, and there are four elected _ 
members or managers on the Board. 2 % 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC | 


HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT, DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rg MAY, ~ 
1871, BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN SCOTLAND. 


Receipts from Assessments, . , j ; , £6 3 6. 
Expenditure on Salaries, &c., a é- gh ; . £5 0 0 
star eaten Cn ey 


II.—CIVIL HISTORY. 


AmongG the more notable followers of Margaret, Queen of Mal- 
colm, was John Berkeley, descended of an English family of 
that name, who came to Scotland during the time of the Nor- 
man Conquest. Hume states that Malcolm, « partly with a 
view of strengthening his kingdom by the accession of so many 
strangers, partly in hopes of employing them against the 

rowing power of William, gave great countenance to all the 

nglish exiles. Many of them settled here, and laid the 
foundation of families which afterwards made a figure in that 
country.” Of these, John Berkeley obtained the lands of. 
Towle, in Aberdeenshire. His eldest son married the heiress 
of Gartly, by whom he became possessed of a considerable 
estate; and his second son inherited the lands of Towie. 
“ Hence the name of Barclay de Towie and Towie Barclay, 
by which the family was known and distinguished in after 

ears.” | 
The first charters of the estate were carried off by Edward 
the First of England. In a roll of apr erm by King 
Robert I..is “ Carta to Walter Barclay of Kerko, Knight, of 
the lands of Tollie.” On the 7th Ju y 1480, “ the lordis of 
counsale decretis and delivreis that John Berclay of Tolly, 
brothir and are of vmquhile James Berclay, burges of Perthe, 
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sall content and pay,” &c. The first of these charters were 
supposed to have been granted by Robert I., and dated August 
1, 1322, in the 16th year of his beast 

On one of the pages of the Royal manuscript of Wyntoun’s 
ares in the British Museum, written between A.D. 1420 


and A.D. 1430, is the following inscription :— 

‘* This buik dois perteine The thrid be resone quhy 

To an rycht honorabill man, That hous marit epee, 

George Barclay of Auchrody, Ane dochter of Gartly, 

And mony uthr propirly. With gryt honour and dignity, 
Brother german is he Quhilk than wes pgtann & 

To Schyr Patrik of Tollie, And was an knycht rycht worthy, 
Chief of Barclays in Scotland. The mariage of that lady, 


And mony guid deid hes had in hand. | Indueit with guid qualitie, 
Movit her husband Tollie than 


Schyr Patrik Barclay of Tollie, Into hisarmstod ... . 
Chief of that name I testijfie, Quhair corsis twa befoir hand, 


As in his scheild ye may see For he wes. 
Tua corsis weiris he. : 


Wyntoun, vol. L, pref., p. xxxi. 


Alexander was the founder of the family of Tollie, but at 
what time he acquired the estate does not appear. He died 
in 1186, and during the whole time (617 years) the barony was 
in their possession. Walter and Patrick were alternately the 
names of the lairds, with but four exceptions, namely, one 
Alexander (the founder), two Johns, and one William. By 
the marriage with the heiress of Gartly, above alluded to, the 
properties became united, but did not long continue so, the 
eldest succeeded to the estate of Gartly, and the second becom- 
ing laird of Tollie. 

in the reign of Mary both the Barclays of Towie and Gartly 
warmly espoused the cause of that unfortunate princess, they 
joined heart and hand with the Earls of Huntly and Errol in 
their rebellions against the Regent, and, in consequence of 
this rebellion, their estates were seized, and the males of the 
race of any consequence were obliged to seek refuge in France 
and Spain. It is supposed that the inscription, “ In time of 
walth,” &c.,* refers to this period, and not to the erection of the 
castle, which evidently belongs to the 14th or 15th century. 
Among the males of the family who were compelled to consult 
their safety by immediate flight was William Barclay, a very 
accomplished young man, who had been Secretary to the 
Queen ; he sought and obtained protection at the Court of 
Lorraine. 

The Barclays of Towie were destined, like the Marischal 


* Undernesth the inscription the initials P. B, are those of Patrick Barclay, 
who was laird of Towie from 1558 to 1624. 


the thrid to bere.” 
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family, to a long and brilliant career in a foreign country, car- 
. yrying with them the name and fame, a long line of distin- 
guished ancestors. | | : 
Amongst the latest investitures of the Barclays to the estate 
_ of Towle, are “to Walter Barclay, as heir male to Patrick, who 
is designed ‘Feuar’ of Towie. Walter died in 1636. His 
son, Patrick, is retoured as heir male of his father, in 1643. 
In 1688, William Barclay was served heir to Patrick. He held 
the estate in trust for Elizabeth Barclay, who married John 
Gordon, or: Barclay, of Rothiemay ; and on the 8rd_ February, 
1693, a charter was granted to the said Elizabeth Barclay, 
designed lady of Towie, and John Gordon, her husband, in 
liferent; and to Patrick Barclay, their son, whom, failing the 
other heirs male of Elizabeth, then to her heirs female. These 
are followed by sasines, which conclude 24th September, 1713. 
Patrick had one son, who proved fatuous, and a daughter, who 
married Sir Alexander Innes of Coxton ; and by him she had 
one daughter, Isobel, who married the Honourable Charles 
- Maitland, brother to the Earl of Lauderdale. Isobel succeeded 
to the estate on the death of her brother, and it was sold by 
Mr. Maitland, in 1753.” | 
“The Weird,” says Sir A. Leith Hay— 
‘** Tolly Barclay of the glen, 
Happy to the maids, but never to the men,” 
“ was said to follow the family in the death of the heir male, 
who seldom survived his father; and so strong a hold had this 
- in the belief of the people, that it was by them assigned as the 
reason for the sale of the estate in 1753.” It was purchased 
by the Earl of Findlater for his second son, who died a few 
years after, and when little more than of age. His death was 
considered another verification of the prediction of Thomas 
the Rhymer ; and Lord Findlater, one of the ablest men of his 
day, was so far from being above the current superstition, that 
even after, on his journeys to and from the south, when arriv- 
ing upon the estate, at either boundary, he closed the blinds 
of the carriage until he had passed the fated territory ; and in 
the year 1792, sold the estate for £21,000, to the Governors of 
Gordon’s Hospital, Aberdeen, whose property it remains, = — 
as Balquholl , the seat of Mowat of Balquholly, who is reck- — 
oned. chief of this name, now sold 1727, to Duff of Hatton. 
Mowat, in old charters, is writ De Monte Alto, and was a very 
considerable name. "Tis said there is but one lord baron in Nor- 
way (who is therefore called The Baroon), and that his surname 
is Mowat. A.D. 1252, Michael Mowat was one of the great 
Justiciaries of Scotland ; and there is. a charter granted by 


Fd 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY.—PARISH OF TURRIFF. 1829 


King Alexander II. (anno regni XXIL, that is, A.D. 1286), 
wherein Michael de Monte Alto is a witness.” * : 

The estate of Gask, which belonged to the Forbeses of Tol- 

quhon, was an independent barony of itself. In 1875, it 
belonged to the Turings of Foveran, who flourished in Aberdeen- 
shire during the reign of King Robert Bruce, and after passing 
through many hands it was purchased by James, Earl of Fife, 
about the beginning of the present century. 

_ The estate of Laithers and Dorlaithers, long in the posses- 
sion of the aoe of Auchterless, afterwards Meldrum of 
Laithers, of the family of Meldrum of Fyvie, was afterwards 
the property of John Ramsay of Barra. By judicial sale in 
1722, it was purchased by Alexander Gordon of Auchentoul, 
a general in the Russian service, whose grand niece, Miss 
Catherine Gordon, became proprietor, from whom it was pur- 
chased by John Morison of ii 1entoul, and more recently the 
estate was subdivided, and became the property of the present 
proprietors. In 1767, the estate of Muiresk was the propert 
of James Brodie, and sold by him to Alexander Dirom, Sherifi- 
Substitute of Banffshire, for £5,700, and after passing through 
different hands, it now belongs to the heirs of the late Robert 
Spottiswood Farquhar Spottiswood. 

The estate of Delgaty, for 350 years prior to 1762, was the 
roperty of the Errol family, and sold by them to Peter Garden, 
sq. of Troup, for £20,000, and his son, Francis, sold it in 1798 

to the late James, Earl of Fife, whose trustees resold the castle, 
arid a certain portion of the lands, to Ainslie Douglas Ainslie, 
Esq., and the river side portion of the estate they sold to Sir 
George S. Abercromby, Bart., of Forglen, but retaining the 
Turriff lands and the superiority of the town, and the lands of 
Fintray, which orginally belonged to the Forbeses of Tol- 
quhon. The lands of Plaidy, in this parish, belong to the 
heirs of the late Mrs. Pollard Urquhart, of Craigstone, in the 
adjoining parish of King-Edward. 


III.—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


Tue Parish Church was built in 1794, and although by no 
means an elegant structure, is convenient and comfortable. 
From the increase of the population in the town, it became 
necessary to enlarge the Church, and in 1830 an aisle was 
built and seated for 300 persons, so that there is now ample 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen.—Spalding Club, pp. 464, a 
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accommodation for the whole parishioners who choose to 

attend. “The inhahitants of the town, who agen occupy the 
aisle, pay on an average 1s, 6d. annually for eac ) 
the kirk-session, who, on the petition of the inhabitants, and | 
with the sanction of the heritors, laid out about £300 sterling 
of the poor’s funds—an arrangement which, in every respect, 
has answered the wish for the purpose, and has proved alike 
beneficial to a respectable body of hearers, and a numerous 
body of their poorer brethren.” The Free Church is in the 
opposite side of the town, and is of a more ambitious style of 
architecture. ‘The Episcopal Chapel, or St. Congan’s, is on the 
west side of the town, and is a neat structure, in a very pro- 
minent situation. | | 

The Manse was originally built in 1755, and was thoroughly 
repaired in 1822. It is saleod: along with the domestic offices, 
at £25; and the Glebe and garden (including about 3} acres 
of grass glebe) at £20. Stipend, which was modified by the 
Court of Teinds in 1837, is now 17 chalders, half meal, half 
barley, convertible into money at the fiars’ prices of the 
County, with £10 sterling for communion elements. Unap- 
propriated teinds, £427 14s. 3d. The Free Church Manse and. 
garden are valued at £20. The schoolmaster’s house, garden, 
and croft, are valued at £16 10s. 7 

School Board—There are seven members on the Board— 
Alexander Stuart, of Laithers, chairman; Alexander Cruick- 
shank, High Street, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d. 
per £. Bible and Catechism taught. There are four schools in 
the parish under the supervision of the Baard. At the Turriff 
public school there are 250 scholars ; at the Chalmers infant 
school there are 162; at the Fintray school there are 106 ; 
and at the Ardmiddle school there are 108 scholars—total, 
626. Population of the parish in 1871, 4,348. 

Parochial Registers—The register of baptisms commences 
in 1697, and of births and baptisms in 1797. The register of 
marriages begins in 1727, and is kept with regularity. There 
is a register of discipline commencing in 1816, but none of _ 
deaths until very recently. 

Inbrary—aA parish library was instituted in 1839, and is_ 
managed by a president and librarian, with a committee of its 
own number, chosen annually. The rate of subscription is 1s. 
per quarter for books of the first class, and 6d. per quarter for 
those which had been in circulation the previous year. The 






sitting, to 


books have been carefully selected, and consist of standard + - 


works in divinity, history, voyages, travels, general science, and 
literature. 7 | : 
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Coal Fund—vhis fund was established about 50 years 
ago. It is supported by the interest of £200 left by the late 
Dr. Hall, long a respectable physician in the place, and the in- 
terest of a donation of £50 in 1834, by a Mr. John Johnston, 
merchant in Aberdeen, whose father was a native of Turriff. 
It is also supported by an annual collection in the Parish 
Church, on the first Sabbath of every year, and by some minor 
contributions. The Duff Relief Society hath for its object the 
clothing of certain classes of the poor; and its president is 
Major Duff of Knockleith, with a secretary and treasurer. 

markable Events.—During the wars of the Covenant, Turriff 
was twice, in the course of one year sated the scene of a hos- 
tile meeting between the royal and the rebel parties. “ Montrose, 
who had been sent by the confederated Lords of the Covenant 
to chastise the prelatic town of Aberdeen, and to disperse the 
Gordons, who were taking arms for the King under the 
Marquis of Huntly,” had not yet left the Covenanters, was 
authorised by the Tables to hold a meeting with the Committee 
at Turriff, with the view of holding a grand conclave with the 
northern Covenanters, chiefly composed of the Forbeses, Frasers, 
Keiths, and Crichtons. The Marquis of Huntly, who was at 
the head of the loyal arty, hearing of their mtention, was 
strenuously advised by Ogilvie of Banff to muster his followers 
on the same day, and at the same place. Montrose having 
been informed of this, to use the words of Gordon of Rothiemay, 
“and with such of the cavalrye of the Mearnse and Angusse 
gentrie as wer neerest, or readiest, or most zealous to the ser- 
vice, flyes over the Grangebean hills with all speed possible, 
scarce ever sleeping or resting till he gott to Turreff.” Spald- 
ing says, “ they came not to Aberdein, but upon Wednesda 
the 13th February (1639), they lodged with Lord Fraser, at his 
place of Muchalls (Castle Fraser), and in the countrie about ; 
about the morne, being the 14th of Februar, they rode from 
Muchalls to Turreff.” “ By means of this forced march, Mon- 
trose reached Turriff before Huntly arrived,” and mustering 
his own followers and friends who had joined him, to the 
number, says Spalding, of “eight hundred weill-horsed, weill- 
armed gentlemen, and, on foot together, with buff coats, swords, 
corslets, jackis, pistols, carabines, hagbuttis, and other wapins. 
Thus: they took the town of Turreff, and busked very ad- 
vantageously their muskets round about the dykes of the 
kirkyeard, and sat doun within the kirk thereof such as were 
of the committee.” “ How soone Huntly himselfe came neer 
the place, he had advertisement that it was poseste and taken 
up by Montrose and his followers. Therefor, dissembling his 
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. @issatisfactione, he rode another way towards the plain, whither 
the rest of his company wer begunne to move. The place is 
knowne by the name of ‘ Broade Foorde of Towie.’ Several] 
who wer present urged Huntly to fall on and dryve awaye the 
Covenanters.” “Ogilvie, Earl of Findlater, was among those 
who kept rendezvous with Huntly on this occasion. This 
nobleman, who was knowne to have no stomacke for war, took 
occasione to mediate peace betwixt Huntly and Montrose.” 
After some parleyin , and a proposition made by the Cove- 
nanters, which Gordan terms “somewhat ridiculouse,” it is 
stated that “some tyme before sunnsett Huntly breake upp 
his rendevouze, and sent the most pairt of his own men backe 
to Strathbogye—ryding hard under the dyckes of the church- 
yarde westwarde, within two picke lenth of Montrose com- 

any, without salutatione or word speaking on either syde. 

he next. day Montrose disbanded and returned southwards 
again.” ‘This bloodless affair was afterwards known as the first . 
Raid of Turriff. 

The next redoubtable meeting is known as “ The Trot of 
Turriff,” * and is thus described by Gordon of Rothiemay :— 
“ Thes thinges wer a doinge about the eleventh, twelfth, and 
threteenth dayis of Maye, by which tyme the number of such 
as wer conveened at Strabogye of the Gordones, and of the 
Forbesses at Turreff, was growne to some number. They fell 
next to consult what they should do; and having gottne 
sure intelligence of the Covenanters rendevouze, pretended 
for keeping of a committy at Turreffe, they risolve all, with 
one vniforme consent, to fall upon them and chase them 
awaye. Ther projecte for to beat upp the Covenanters quarters 
at Turreff, in the night tyme, it being but eleven miles distant 
from Strabogye, was lycke to have stuckne; for when it came 
to that, they wer in readinesse to march, they could not 
agree who should be commander-in-cheefe. After some dis- 

ute, it was in the ende concluded that Sir George Ogilvie of 

anfe, and Sir John Gordone of Hadda, should be generals 
conjunctly. But the greatest questione was behynde—what 
commissione they had for to fight, and what should be their - 
manifesto and quarell. At last Alexander Gordone of Carne- 
borrow suggests an overture, that ther should be a bonde of 
associatione drawne upp, the which should declare that ther 
engadgment was for the King’s prerogative; next, for the 
dutye, service, and honour, and safetye of Huntly and his 
familye; and for ther owne rantyall. preservatione. This 

pleased all, and was subscrybed by all the gentlemen present. 


~_ * History of Scots Affairs from 1638 to 1644. By James Gordon, Parson 
of Rothiemay. Published by the Spalding Club. , | 
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“ Now they were in readiness to marche, and night was 
coming on, at which tyme they tucke waye for Tartefte The 
van was given to lievetenant collonel William Johnstone (sonne 
to Robert Johnstone of Crimond, Provost of Aberdeen), the 
only man of note in all ther company, who had been bredd 
upp at the warre, and wanted neither gallantrie nor resolution. 

as as! came within muskett shotte of Turreff undescryed ; 
for the Covenanters, who were then in proportionable numbers, 
kept slacke guardes, moist pairt a bedd, and little dreamed of 
an infall that tyme of the night. But whilst the Gordons wer 
over against the toune, the carriadge of one of ther feeld pieces 
bracke ; this tooke upp some tyme to helpe it, and was lycke 
to have marred all ther project; yet, having patched it up as 
weall as the time wold permitte, they came hard to the toune 
as the daye began to appeare, being so neer ere they wer 
discovered that their contre pairtye had scarce leisour to 
draw upp. | 

“ The Covenanters made a fashione for to barricade that end 
of the streete, as the short tyme, and few materialls, which 
wer ill to be founde, but most of all ther confusione and tre- 
pidatione, would permitte, for within the village all was in 
confusione ; and though ther wanted not many gentlemen of 
courage and gallantrye, yet it was to small purpose, whilst 
none was ther to commande, and nobody knew whom to 
obeye ; and, mean whyle, as it befalls in such cases, all com- 
manded and no bodye obeyed. 

“ The Gordons fall in, and beginne to remove the slender 
barricadds that wer in ther waye, and, withall, let flee a salvo 
of ther musketts alonge the streete, which they seconded with 
three or four shotte of ther feeld peeces. This increased the 
feare that was befor amongst the Covenanters ; and, albeit that 
Sir William Keith of Ludwharne, a resolute gentleman, and 
Sir William Haye of Delgatye, a gentleman bredd at the warre, 
and did all that laye in them for to breath courage in ther 
comerads, and to keep off the Gordones, who wer pressing 
hard for to enter, yit all was in vaine; for in this very tyme 
the most of ther partye, without cominge to strockes, or fyring 
pistoles, wer begunne to runne everywher out of the opne 
villadge, specially by the way that goes southwarde thorough 
the valleye. And now the Gordones were masters of the 
streete. Ther fell only two gentlemen on the Covenanters 
syde; upon the Gordones syde, one common foote-souldiour 
killed (by the unskillfulness of his own comerades fyring ther 
musketts, as was thoughte), whom the Gordones caused burye 
solemnly that day, out of an idle vante, in the buriall-place of 


Walter Barclay of Towey, within the church of Turreffe; not 
‘without great terror to the minister of the place, Mr. Thomas 
Mitchell,* who, all the whyle, with his sonne, disguysed in a 
woman’s habite, had gott upp, and was lurkinge above the | 
syling of the churche, whilst the souldiours wer discharging ... 
volleys of schotte within the churche, and peircing the syling 
with ther bulletts in severall places. | 

“The Gordones being maisters of the villadge, ther common 
souldiours, who had marched all night, fell to rifle and plunder 
the townesmen’s houses for meale, and tooke away what they 
pleased from such of them as they thought Covenanters. Heer 
the minister, whom they looked upon as ther enemye, sustained 
the greatest losse. Ther next worke was to conveeen all the 
inhabitants of Turreffe whom they could find out, and to cause 
them solemlye sweare and subscrybe to the King’s Covenant. 
But that was to little purpose ; for, a few weeks thereafter, the 
minister of the place conveened all the inhabitants who had 
subscrybed and sworn to it, and,in presence of his congre- 
gatione, having caused eache of them to give a solemne de- 
claratione that they wer compelled so to doe, he caused them 
kneel down, and crave publicke pardone for ther breatche of 
covenant ; and then gave them a solemne absolutione from ther 
oathe and subscriptione of the King’s Covenant, declaring 
them all free from the obligation thereof.” 

“This infall (knowne srarward commonly by the name of 
Tue Trott o’ Turra,+ in derision) fell out May 14th, 1639, 
earlye in the morning.” 


IV.—ANTIQUITIES, 


Upricut stones are still standing on the more elevated grounds 
of the parish ; and on the hill of Ardmiddle an urn with cal- 
cined bones was dug up some years ago. On Upper Smiddy- 


* Mr. Mitchell was an Episcopalian and a Royalist in the beginning of the 
civil wars. Soon after he became a zealous Covenanter. He was aman of no 
fixed principles, religious or politica). Spalding, the local annalist of the — 

roceedings of the day, states that ‘‘at the Jrot of Turrif, in 1639, the 
oyalists barons, after dispersing the Committee of the Tables, there assembled, 
comes immediately back to Turreff, takes meat and drink at their pleasure, 
and fears Mr. Thomas Mitchell, minister of Turreff, very evill.” ‘‘ In 1642, 
the said Mr. Thomas Mitchell was accused before the Provincial Assembly 
of Aberdeen of a very heinous offence against sien ge and morality, but Mr. 
Mitchel was absolvit from this scandall, and found a guid bairn.”—Spalding’s 
History of the Troubles in Scotland. . 
+ ‘* At this skirmish, by the way, the first blood was shed that flowed so | 
ocpear ee during the next twenty years,”—Statistical Account of Turriff, 
, p- 7 
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seat there is the Roundie Law, where a stone coffin and urn | 
containing human bones were dug up in 1805. On the upper. 
parts of the Balmellie land there 1s the site of a large tumulus, 
where a stone coffin was found in 1820, which contained human | 
remains ; and on Westhill of Smiddyseat an urn containing 
human remains was found in 1858. On Burnside of Delgsty 
and Braccans, urns with calcined bones have been found, and all 
over the north-eastern division of the parish. These, we may 
observe, are vestiges of a very remote age, and may have been 
erected to mark the resting-place of distinguished combatants. 
Flint arrow-heads and fragments of arms have been dug up in 
several places, “ with silver and copper coins of great antiquity 
and curious character.” 

The old church of St. Congan’s is a building of some note. 
It is 120 feet long, and 18 feet wide. The date of its erection 
is not known, but it is supposed to have been built by Malcolm 
Canmore, in the 11th century. “At all events, it evidently 
had been used as a place of worship before the Reformation.” 
From the Old Statistical Account we learn, that “the east end 
was formerly divided by a row of ballisters,” which means @ 
chancel screen. There now only remains the eastern part of the 
building, called the quire, and the belfry, which is rather a 
handsome piece of architecture, and contains a fine-toned bell, 
bearing date 1557, and which, after having been removed for 
34 years to the present church, was restored to its former posi- 
tion in 1828, when a clock was purchased by public subscrip- 
tion. On the north wall of the old church is a tablet in memory 
of one of the Barclays of Towie, of date 1636 ;* and in the 
burying-ground around it there are several monuments worthy 
of notice. The most interesting are those to the memory of 
Barbara Mowat, who died 8rd May, 1558, and her husband, 
William Lindsay, 28th March, 1559; and of the Rev. Messrs. 


* Although somewhat mutilated, the following inscription, in capital letters, 
can be traced :— : 


B 
Anno 1636 
D 


A 
BARCLAIVS JACET HIC 
TOVAA GLORIA GENTIS 
SASCVLA CVI PRISCVM 
QVINA DEDERE DECVS 
CALCVLVS HVNC JVVENEM 
POSTER TRIA LVSTRA PEREMIT 
NEC MEDIC QVIDQVAM 
PROFVIT ARTIS OPVS 
OSSA TEGIT TELLVS 
ANIMAM CALESTIS ORIGO 
CIVI FVIT AZTHERIZ 
LIMINA SEDIS HABENT 
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William Hay, 22nd May, 1582, Walter Hay, 20th August, 1589, 
Thomas Mitchell, 23rd July, 1649, Andrew Skeen, April, 1678, — 
and Arthur Mitchell, in 1695. It is a singular fact that, 
between Mr. Andrew Kerr, who was ordained and inducted to 
the charge in 1731, 144 years ago, and the present incumbent, 


there has been but three ministers, the last one being Mr. ~ 


Leslie, who held the cure only for a few years. 

In the Statistical Account of the parish, 1843, we read that, 
“Qn the Haugh of Laithers, opposite to the Boat of Magie, 
were lately to be seen ‘the remains of a chapel, said to have 
been dedicated to S.Carnac. May not this have been the Car- 
nac, or Cormac, who was third Bishop of Mortlach before the 
Episcopal seat was translated to Aberdeen in 1139, and when 
this parish was probably in the Diocese of Mortlach?, Carnac 


died anno 1125.” A little to the south-west of Delgaty Castle 


there are remains of a chapel, but neither history nor tradition — 
give any account of it. 


PARISH OF TYRIE. 





PRESBYTERY OF DEER—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





By THE Rev. ALEXANDER MILNE, MINISTER OF THE PARISH. — 


Etymology. 


It is generally believed that the name “ Tyrie,” which the 
parish has always borne, is derived from the Gaelic Tighan-righ, 
meaning “ King’s-house,” and the explanation given in the 
Old Statistical Account is that the name was taken from a 
religious house which once stood upon the ground occupied 
by the old manse, and was endowed by royal munificence. — 
Other derivations have been suggested, but none of them seem 
to be satisfactory. Assuming Tighan-righ to be the Celtic for 
King’s-house, the probability is that the parish was so called » 
in consequence of some petty Pictish king having resided in 
it, as we know from the Book of Deir one of these Celtic chiefs 
dwelt in the neighbouring parish of Aberdour. No trace can 
be found of any religious house, nor any record of the royal 
munificence with which it was said to be endowed. : 
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Boundaries, — 7 
Tyrie is bounded on the north by the parishes of Aberdour 
and Pitsligo ; on the east by Fraserburgh and Rathen ; on the 
south by the detached portions of Fraserburgh and Aberdour, 
and the parish of New Deer; and on the west by Aberdour. 


Extent. 


The extreme length of the parish, in a direct line from 
Tyrie Mains to the hills of Bonnykelly in New Deer, is 8} 
miles, and the greatest breadth is about 3} miles. The area, 
according to the Ordnance Survey, is 11,193.852 acres, which in- 
cludes 104 two-fifths acres of public roads, and nearly 12 acres 
under water. In the Old Statistical Accownt it is stated that 
the parish was formerly much more extensive; but this is a 
mistake, for if any portion had been taken away it must have 
been added to Strichen, New Deer, or Pitsligo, which are 
adjoining parishes of comparatively late erection ; and there 
are records to show that no part of Tyrie was included in any 
of these parishes. The boundaries may have been more 
accurately defined in more recent times, but there has been no 
important alteration on them since Tyrie existed as a parish. 


| Topography. 

The western portion of the parish is hilly, the range extend- 
ing from the Auchmedden ridges in Abele to the hills of 
Cavock, or Torlundie, and the Bonnykelly Hills in New Deer. 
The hills or eminences intersecting the parish in the north- 
eastern division are low outspurs of Mormond, running into 
each other in such a manner as could not easily be described. 
The church of Tyrie stands 163 feet above sea level ; the bridge 
over the Tyrie burn, at the end of the Lower Den of Boyndhie, 
is 179 feet ; and the old toll bar is 230 feet. The bridge over 
the north Ugie, between Tillinamolt and Craigmaud fat 
Pitsligo’s hiding place in 1746) is 312 feet above sea level. 
The school-house of Tyrie, which stands at the intersection of 
the Banff and Fraserburgh road and tne cross road to Strichen, 
is 3514 feet; the house of Boyndlie is 230 feet ; and the well 
of Cairn Murnan is 257 feet above sea level. The junction of 
the Fraserburgh with the Banff and Peterhead road at Back- 
burn is 494 feet ; and the march with Aberdour on the latter 
road is 451 feet. The middle of the Square in the Village of 
New Pitsligo is 459 feet ; the junction of the Strichen road 
with the Buchan turnpike, a little east of the village, is 487 
feet ; the hill of Torlundie is 640 feet ; and the lowest point in 
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the parish, on the Leeches burn, a tributary of the South Ugie, 

on the Strichen and New Deer boundary, is 404 feet. above 

-gea level, | | a : _ 

— | Geology and Soils. | 

The chief geological features of this parish are the granite 


strata, the beds of which lie in a north-east and south-west — 


direction, appearing in the lower ground in beds, and in blocks 
of every size, from the hand specimen to several tons in weight. 


In the western parts beds of the rock crop out on some of the - 


more elevated hills, but generally it is overlaid by deposits of 

avel, sand, clay, and moss. In colour it is of a pale grayish 

ue, and is composed of quartz, schorl, al ied and mica, the 
latter two ingredients existing but in small quantities, hence 
the softness of the rock. The quarries at New Pitsligo have 
furnished blocks of large sizes, which have been used exten- 
sively for building purposes all over the country, and were they 
wrought to a greater depth there is distinct evidence that a. 
better quality of the rock would be found. 

The eastern division of the parish is intersected by a bed of 
micaceous rock, cemented together by ferruginous sand, which 
originates in the neighbouring parish of Pitsligo, entering this 
one near the church, and traversing it in a southerly direction 
till it loses itself in the higher ground towards Mormond; and 
on the eastern extremity, near Mill of Tyrie, there is a vein of 
limestone rock, formerly wrought, but now disused owing to 
the disadvantageous nature of the ground. It evidently forms 
part of the great bed which traverses the country from Kin- 


naird’s Head, in a south-westerly direction through Frasers _ 
burgh and Rathen, dipping under Mormond, and afterwards - — 


eae on the north-west of Strichen, where it also has been 
wrought. a 
Having thus briefly described the relations of the more con- 
solidated. masses which occur in the parish, we shall now 
notice the ee of alluvial matter which require notice. 
This part of the country, however, affords so little of interest, 


as far as this class is concerned, that a statement of a few - 


facts will be sufficient. Peat is abundant in the central parts, 
and large tracts of it occur between Boyndlie and New Pits- 
ligo, over a distance of between three and four miles, It 
varies in breadth, and in depth it is from three to five feet, but 
in the. Red-moss it is about 20 feet. In the Skelmanae, Ladys- 
ford and Redbog mosses, the depth will average nearly eight 
feet. West of the Buchan turnpike there are several patches 
of dense black moss of considerable depth, and on the confines 
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of Aberdvur parish there are several large tracts of ground of 
_ & peaty nature; but for a period of years steady progress has - 
been made everywhere in the reclamation of these mosses, 
__ Sotls—Over the parish there is great diversity in the soils. 

On the higher. ground in the western parts the soil is largely 
mixed with small stones and rotten rock, with beds of gravelly 
clay and boulder rock. On the lower ground in the central 
division there is a great extent of a mossy nature ; and on the 
eastern division there are considerable tracts of highly fertile 
land overlying beds of gravel, clay, and the underlying mica- 
ceous rock, which, in this instance, is neither too retentive of 
moisture nor too porous, hence its fertility. 

~ Hydrography. 

The well of Cairn Mourning, or Murnan, is “ remarkable for 
sending out such a great quantity of fyne water from the 
fountain ‘head.” * The water of this spring falls through the 
grounds of Boyndlie-house, and by the churches of Tyrie and 
Rathen, and, in conjunction with other streams, finally merge 
in those waters which constitute the rivulet of Philorth, falling 
into the sea about two miles south of Fraserburgh.t The 
principal stream in the upper part of the parish is the chief 
source of the north Ugie, which flows by Strichen. It is a 
small stream with a sluggish flow, but is useful in propelling 
machinery, and is the outfall for the drainage of most of the 
western division. Besides there are several smaller streams, 
which afford an ample supply of water for the ordinary wants 
of the district, and many valuable perennial springs adapted 
to the necessary wants of the people. Several of these springs 
are impregnated more or less with carbonate of iron, but none 
of them have been found to be possessed of any medicinal 
qualities worthy of notice. 


Arboriculture and Botany. 


The plantations in the lower parts of the parish consist of 
some belts of hardwood trees beside the manse and in the dens 
of Boyndlie, altogether extending over between 50 and 60 acres. 
Some of the trees in the den below the house of Boyndlie 
appear to be upwards of 100 years old; some in the upper 
den were planted about the beginning of the present century, 
and the rest being planted at different times between 1816 

* **In a natural amphitheatre, scooped out, it may be, by some convulsion 
of the elements, and protected from every blast that blows, there bubbles 
forth from a grassy knoll a most copious stream, denominated the Mourning 
or Murnan Well.” —Statistical Account of the parish of Tyrie, 1843, p. 718. 

+ Description of the parish of Tyrie.—From Macfarlane’s Geographical 
Collections, M.S., 1721. | . 
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and 1840, along with about five acres around a piece of — 
water on the opposite side of the Banff and Fraserburgh road. — 
Since 1868 the present proprietors have extended the planta- 
tions in the upper den, and made a new approach through it 
to the Rosehearty road on the north. On the western division - 
of the Pitsligo estate the plantations consist of belts and 
isolated clumps of trees on the higher ground south of New 
Pitsligo, and of narrow belts in the lower, in all about 200 
acres. South of the village, the trees, from their elevated 
position, and being exposed to every wind that blows, have 
made tolerable progress. Those in the lower parts, and in 
the den which divides the village, have a very thriving 
appearance. The trees which seem to succeed best in this 
bare country are the ash, plane, alder, mountain ash, Scots fir, 
spruce, and willows. 7 

Botany.—The botanical productions of this parish has not 
been so accurately investigated as is desirable ; but as we have 
given a list of the Flora in the adjoining parishes of Aberdour 
and Fraserburgh, it would only be a repetition, to a certain 
extent, to give one for this. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the personal occupation of proprie- 
tors, the following statement will show the number of holdings 
in a classified form, viz. :-— : 
No. atand above No. atandabove No.atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £50. and aa £20. and under £10. 
13 14 33 65 79 
And 44 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 
ee hes Rent of land in the parish of Tyrie, year 


, © ° e a e . e e e ns £5,743 16 2 

Do. Mansion-houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, . ; : , : ‘ ; ; ‘ : 214 0 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, ; . 7 3 ‘ 15 0 O 
Do. Moss, sold for Fuel and Gas Works, : ; : 53 6 6 
Do. Quarries, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ 4 ; 25 8 6 
Do. Mills and Shops, ee ee ee 47 0 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, , : 308 9 9 

Do. Manses and Glebes, Schoolmasters’ Houses and 
Gardens, : : ; : P : ; ; ‘ 114 0 0 
Do. Small Properties in the Village of New Pitslign, . 2,461 1 8 
Total value, . ; : ; ‘ . £8,982 2 7 
Sea ED 


Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to, and 
exceed £100 a-year :— 
_ The Right Honourable Lord Saltoun—Tyrie. 
_ Mrs. Jane Ogilvie Forbes, of Boyndlie. : 
- The vs ee of the late Sir John Hepburn Stuart Forbes, Bart., | 
of Pitsligo. 
And 209 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 
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Farming.—Leases are now invariably granted for 19 years, 
and the rotation of cropping is generally the fifth-eourse. | 

Cattle Stock are generally the Aberdeenshire polled, and 
nondescript crosses with shorthorned and pure Aberdeenshire 
polled bulls. Mr. Fowlie, Upper Boyndlie, has a small but 
superior herd of pure polled animals. 

arm Steadings, éc—Great improvements have been made 

of late years on the dwelling-houses and farm steadings, espe- 
cially on the estate of Boyndlie Almost all the fields on the 
larger holdings are enclosed with stone dykes, or stone with 
earth backing, supplemented by wire fencing. On the estate 
of Tyrie, belonging to Lord Saltoun, most of the land has’ 
been brought into cultivation, and steady progress is being 
made in reclaiming the moors and mosses on the estates of 
Boyndlie and Pitsligo; only a small portion of Nittanshead, 
belonging to the Rev. Alexander Bridges of Fedderat, lies in 
the parish of Tyrie. 
. Mansion Houses. 


There is only one Mansion House in the parish, viz., Boyndlie 
House. It is a substantial modern building, without architec- 
tural pretensions—picturesquely situated, and surrounded 
with trees, some of which are very old. The garden has a 
southern exposure, and is well protected on all sides. Planta- 
tions have been recently made in every sheltered nook, under 
the superintendence of Dr. Ogilvie, younger of Boyndlie, 
which, in a few years, will add much to the amenity of the 
Boyndlie policies, already much admired in the district. 

he Manse of Tyrie is situated close to the Fraserburgh 
and Banff turnpike road, about five miles from Fraserburgh. 
It was built about 30 years ago, and is a commodious structure. 
Behind it, and to the east, are belts of wood, some of the trees 
being of considerable size. , 

The Church is a very plain substantial erection, built in 1800, 
and seated for 400. | | 

| Roads. . 


The principal roads are those which were formerly the turn- 
ae viz., from Fraserburgh to Banff, and from Banff to Peter- 

ead, the former passing along the north-west division of the 
parish, and the latter through the village of New Pitsligo. 
Cross roads pass through the parish from Aberdour to Strichen 
and from Rosehearty to Strichen, and also from New Pitsligo 
to Strichen. There are no large bridges in the parish, but 
there are the remains of an interesting structure of several 
arches near Craigmaud, a little above the present bridge on - 
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the Fraserburgh turnpike. Under one of the small arches 
Lord Pitsligo hid when pursued by the royalists after the Re- . 
bellion of 1745, and this primitive-looking structure has, in 
consequence, been preserved by his descendants, who bought 
back the lands of New Pitsligo after their forfeiture. 7 

New Pitstico.—The ira of New Pitsligo lies along the 
eastern slope of the hill of Torlundie, facing the east and the 
mossy hills of Caik, which was the name of the place up till 
1790. The village was founded about 1787, and consists of two 
parallel streets of about a mile in length, the high and the low 
streets, the Peterhead and Bantf turnpike running through the 
‘north end of the former. The houses are all regularly and well 
built of granite, a good many of them having slated roofs. 
There is a large square in the centre, extending from the high 
to the low street, on which the markets are held, and in the 
top of which is the public school, where a rain-guage has been 
kept for gil. “bape by Mr. Sturrock, the schoolmaster. The 
Free Church sta#fids at the southern entrance to the village, and 
is a plain building of no particular note. The Episcopalian 
Church stands in the High Street, on the margin of the beauti- 
fully wooded den, and forms a very conspicuous ‘object from 
various points of view. The Presbyterian Church, till lately a 
Chapel of Ease to Tyrie, is the most prominent object in the 
village. It stands near the top of the hill, and was renovated 
about 20 years ago. It is lighted by triplet-lancet windows, 
and is surmounted by highly decorated crosses (which are not 
ae in Presbyterian churches in Scotland), and a beautiful — 

elfry. 
: Inns and Alehouses. 

There are three licensed houses in New Pitsligo. The Com- 
mercial Inn stands in the Square, a licensed public house in 
the High Street, and a licensed grocer’s shop near the end of 


the same street. There is also a Temperance Hotel in the 


High Street. 
Banks, &e. _ 


There is an Agency of the Union Bank of Scotland in the 
village, and a Savings Bank was established in 1841. There 
are five Fire and Life Insurance Agents ; a Horticultural So- 
ciety, established in 1837 ; a Temperance Society ; a Lending 
Library ; and a Gas Light Company, which supplies the village 
with gas at a moderate rate. Shops for the supply of grocery, 
haberdashery, and other goods are numerous, and the village 
has been long famous for the manufacture of hand bobbin-lace, 
which was introduced by the Forbes family. The chief em- 
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ployment of the inhabitants, however, are mechanics and 
agriculture. ._They derive their livelihood from undertaking 
agricultural work to the farmers in the neighbourhood, or to 
those in the adjoining districts, and in the cultivation of small 
allotments of land which is attached to their feus, the latter 
pein held in perpetuity. The granite. quarries also afford 

employment to a good few masons and stone-dressers. os 


~~ Markets. 


Markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep are held 
annually on the Wednesday after the 26th February ; on the 
Wednesday after the 26th May; on the Thursday after the 
13th August ; and on the Wednesday after the 5th October. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 


ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF TYRIE FOR THE YEAR 
ENDED l4ra MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, . . ; . £929 18 6 





Do. from Mortitications, and all ‘other sources, , ; é 92 18 8 
Total receipts, . : ; , : ; £1,022 17 2 
. Lela Mach 
Haupenditure. 
_ Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . . £808 15 54 
Relief of Casual Poor, ; ; : ‘ 1219 9 
Medical Relief, . . , ae % : ‘ 32 10 O 
Management, . ‘ : : : , ‘ 89 ll 24 
Law Eixpenses, . ‘ : ee. Oe ; ; Oll 4 
On authorised Poor-House Buildings, . : : 20 14 9 
Balance in hand, . , ' ; 57 14 8 
<r £1,002 17 2 


ABSTRACT OF THE NUMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ru MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


Died or ceased to Casual Poor. 


Relieved during the year. 





receive relief. 
Poppleton , te! | Fats 
n 
Regis- Other de 
1861. Depend- Depend- Depend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. tered Casual 
ants. | Poor, | 82 | Poor, | ante 


eee 


3043 | 28 | 94 | 122] 55 





The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 34; with a classification 
of rates upon tenants and occupants, and there are four elected 
members or managers on the board. 
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ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
HEALTH (SCOTLAND) ACT, DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4rn MAY, 
1871, BY THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES. IN SCOTLAND. | 


Receipts from Assessments, . . ; ; . £2511 34 
Expenditure on Drainage £10 0 0 | 
| | Balance, . . . . . « 1511 35° 


II—CIVIL HISTORY. 


“ Trry” (as the only spelling of the name of the parish), being 
situated in Buchan, must have slared in the more remarkable 
events which were common to the whole district, but it does 
not appear to have been the scene of any battle, or any other 
occurrence worthy of record. It had for its tutelar saint, St. 
Andrew. The earliest notice of the church is in the “ Taxatio,” 
which the late Dr. Joseph Robertson says “may, perhaps, be 
assigned to thggsame era as that of the New Extent, the year 
1366.” It next appears in Boece’s “ Descriptio Scotise,” where 
mention is made of “templum Divi Andrea Tyrie (pago cuidem 
nomen est).” Boece was the most famous ecclesiastic connected 
with the parish. He held the living for about 27 years, and ashe ~ 
was Principal of King’s College, Aberdeen, it is probable that 
he served the cure by a deputy. The account which he gives 
of the barnacle log kept in the church of Tyrie will amuse the 
naturalist of the present day. The log, he tells us, was washed 
ashore at Pitsligo covered with barnacles, and when it was cut 
up, by order of the lord of the place, is said to have been 
found full of worms, some of which had limbs in the course of 
formation, while others had attained the perfect form of birds, 
both fledged and naked. “The notion,” writes Dr. Ogilvie, 
younger of Boyndlie, “ that barnacles gave rise to a peculiar 

ind of fuse was quite prevalent among naturalists at that 
time.” 

The church of Tyrie seems to have been a very ancient 
edifice, and built of stone, which was then uncommon, was 
called “ The White Kirk of Buchan.” It is said to have been 
_ a@ resting place of pilgrimage, and Dr. Henry, the historian, 

states that the Queen Dowager'of James I. proposed to visit it, 
but there are circumstances which have raised a doubt as to 
the accuracy of the statement.* aan 

* Drummond of Hawthorndean writes that the Queen Dowager of James I., 
‘*to countenance her plot, giveth out a pilgrimage to The White Kirk of — 
Buchan.” ‘‘ But” Hector Boethius says that ‘‘ this shrine could scarcely have 
been in the parish church of Tyrie, which we know was dedicated to Saint. 
Andrew the Apostle, while the Queen’s pilgrimage, we are told, was to.a 


Chapel of the. Blessed Virgin: ad Diuae Virginus aedem (Album Sacellum 
vocgnt nostrates ).—Boet, Scot. Hist., lib. xviii., f. 357, b. | 
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In 1692 there was great excitement in the parish in conse-_ 
quence of the intrusion ‘of Mr. Andrew Dalgarng; at the 
Instance of Lady Tyrie, who was roughly handled by the 
Muvland Wives, so styled in an old ballad composed on the 
occasion. Mr. Dalgarno lad been assistant to the previous 
incumbent, and had been very unpopular with the people in 
general, and their resentment at his permanent settlement 
among them found vent in the manner described in the fol- 
lowing three stanzas :— | | 


‘* O wat how the guise began, 
The guise began, the guise began, 
O wat how the guise began. 
The guise began at Tyrie. 
The aly Tyrie and laird o’ Glack, 
Wha lived baith into the slack, 
Between them twa there was a pack 
To enter Cripple Andrew. 


The muirland wives, they’re a’ gin wud, @@ 
They’re a’ gin wud, they’re a’ gin wud, 
The muirland wives are a’ gin wud, 
For entering cripple Andrew. 
They met the lady in the wauk, 
And they begun to gie’er ill tauk, 
And they begun to gie’er ill tauk, 
For entering cripple Andrew. 


They said her husband was in hell, 
And she was following fast hersell, 
And she was following fast hersell, 
For entering cripple Andrew. 
They tare her veil out owre her tail, 
Out owre her tail, out owre her tail, 
They tare her veil out owre her tail, 
For entering cripple Andrew,” &c. 


Mr. Dalgarno either died or left the parish in 1696, and his 
successor remained only for three years. In 1700 Mr. James 
Farquhar was called, a minister of some notoriety in his 
own day. Itis stated (Fasti Ecc. Scot :—Nigg), that, “He was 
a man of muscular strength, and, when a young man, was fre- 
quently employed in preaching churches vacant, which had been 
in possession of the Episcopalians. On one occasion of this kind, 
the only presbyterian gentleman in the parish dissuaded him from 
doing so, as it might cost him his life. He ordered the bell to be 
rung; as it stopt, he sallied forth, and found two fellows pum- 
melling the bellman, on which he seized the assailants, knocked 
their heads together, and having done so, stood aside till the bell 
was rung out.. He then invited the onlookers to follow him 
into the church, when he had a message for them such as the 
had never heard before ; and tradition adds, they were so well 

4G, 
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‘pléased with his services that they crowded around at his de- - 
parture, inquiring when he would return again.” Great as his — 
physical powers were, Mr. Farquhar was not always so success- 

ful in accomplishing his commission as on the occasion referred. 
to. For in 1705, when he went to Fraserburgh, accompanied 

by Captain John Forbes of Boyndlie, an elder and Justice of 
the Peace, who seems to have been associated with Mr. Farquhar 

in these missions “in pursuance of a letter from the Lord 

Advocate,” ee they made good their way into the church, 

they were ejected and forced to retreat by the people. Mr. 

Farquhar demitted his charge at Tyrie in 1709, as he enter- 

tained scruples a ate ing church government—probably he 

was tinctured with Bourignanism, then very prevalent ; but he 

seems to have returned to the generally received views, for, in 

1717, he was called by the Preabyter of Aberdeen to the 

parish of Nigg, Kincardineshire, where he died in 1756, in his 

91st year. te ; 
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THE Church is situated close to the north boundary of the 
parish. The Manse and domestic offices are valued at £20 
a-year, and the Glebe and “gees at £10. The living is an 
Exchequer one, the stipend being estimated at £150, with 
£8 6s. 8d. The public schoolmaster’s house at Tyrie is valued 
at £10, and the public schoolmaster’s house in New Pitsligo 
at £10. The Manse, offices, and garden at New Pitsligo are 
valued at £15 ; the Parsonage, offices, and garden at £18; and 
the Free Church Manse, office, and garden at £23.- 

School Board of Tyrie—There are five members upon the 
Board—George Ogilvie, M.D., younger of Boyndlie, chairman, 
John Stuart, Strichen, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 1s. 

er £. Bible and Catechism taught. There are two schools | 
in this division of the parish. At the Tyrie school there are 
90 scholars, and at the Boyndlie school there are 73. Poputa- 
tion, 1871, 869. Oo 

School Board of New Pitsligo.—There are seven members. - 
upon the Board—James Schivas, banker, chairman, William 
Duffus, clerk and treasurer. School Rate, 4d per £.. Bible 
and Catechism taught. There is only ene school in this divi- 
sion of the parish—the New Pitsligo public school, with male 
‘and female teachers, and 285 scholars. Population in this 
division of the parish, 1871, 3,090. Gs 
Parochial Registers —The register begins in 1710, and con- 
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tains mixed entries of doctrine, discipline, births, marriages, 
and subsequent to 1787—burials. It has no blanks, and has 
been tolerably kept. 

Church Collections—The church collections for the year 
ended 14th May, 1871, amounted to £19 10s. 44d., which was © 
applied to missions and congregational purposes. 

equests.— Major George Phillips, an Indian officer, a descen- 
dant of the Forbeses of Boyndlie, born and educated in the 
arish, bequeathed the munificent sum of £600 sterling, in 
1806, for the behoof of the poor in the parish. William Ander- 
son, who occupied the humble sphere of a blacksmith in the 
parish, bequeathed the sum of £40 sterling, the interest where- 
of to be expended on the education of poor children. 

New Pitsligo—Towards the end of last century, Sir William 
Forbes formed a village on what was then styled Old and New 
Caik, or Cavoch. From the abundance of peat fuel in the 
neighbourhood, it rapidly increased, the inhabitants being 
generally of the poorer classes. Of late years, however, it has 
prospered, and is much improved in wealth and repute. In 
1853 the surrounding districts, including the outlying portions 
of Aberdour, Strichen, and New Deer, were constituted a parish, 
Quoad Sacra, called the parish of New Pitsligo. It has a large 
and elegant church, which is situated above the village, and is 
seated for about 1,000. There are also a Free Church, Episco- 
palian Church, and Congregational Church, in the village, the 
population of which, in 1851, was 1,605 ; in 1861 it was 1,773 ; 
and in 1871 it was 2,094. The population of the parish being, 
at last census, 3,090 of which 2,577 belong to Tyrie, Quoad 
civilia; 231 to Aberdour ; 218 to New Deer ; and 64 to Strichen. 


IV.—ANCIENT FAMILIES. 


Tue Frasers of Tyrie had their residence “ about half a mile 
east from the church, being an avenue the whole way. Its a 
large edifice, of forty foot square, and a round on every corner, 
with a pavilion roof; the upper storey of three, being one 
roume of forty foot square, abel four large chimneys and 
eight windows, and so many on each of the lower stories, with 
a coat of armes, weel cutt, for the lintels, as the branshes of 
the family. 7 

“This house, not being finished in the rounds, throw the 
death of James Fraser of ‘Tyrie, the founder, in anno M.DC.XC., 
is like to turne ruinous, throw disorder of his son’s affairs, now 

abroad. It has large orchards, and (plenty) of barren planting ; 
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and, at the foot of the parks, below the house, eastward, is a 
pretty cannal or water draught, of twelve foot broad, near a 
mile in length, running eastward, and falling in, below Philorth 
and Cairnbulg, into the sea.” . : | 

The other remarkable house in this parish is that of Boyndlie, 
built by Forbes of Boyndlie, the late tutor of Pitsligo, in the 
year M.DC.LX.,* but much augmented and beautified by Cap- 
- tain Forbes of Boyndlie, his son, by the addition of two jambs, 
and a fore parlour or vestibule ’twixt them, and a balcony above, - 
making the house double.” “From this hous, invironed with 
fine gardens, well planted, and walled with rounds on every 
corner, half rounds on each side of fore and back entries, on 
the east and west, with a summer hous and ducat on the south 
and north, and standing in the low parlour, has a small visee 
to each airth, there are remarkable echoes, will repeat the 
severall words distinctly.”+ 


V.—ANTIQUITIES. 


AL the old names of localities are Celtic, and Gaelic scholars 
say that on Cairnywhing, that is, Cairn-a-quheen, or “ the cairn 
of remembrance,” and on Protsauch and Skelmanae, there are 
memorials of a battle having been fought, of which there is no 
record. It is stated, by Dr. Stewart, that the remains of 
circular huts, all of the same size, 32 feet in diameter, with 
a door to the south-east, may still be seen in the moorland 
parts bordering with Aberdour. The traces of the Picts’ houses 
are now almost all obliterated in Tyrie, but one, very complete 
of its kind, has been enclosed, and may be seen on the farm of 
Hindstones in Aberdour, at no great detainee from the bound- 
ary of that parish with Tyrie. 

Cists have been found on two hills on the farm of Upper 
Boyndile, called the Castle Hills, here there is a larger hill | 
which goes under the name of the Rebels Hill. On it there © 
was a cairn which was finally removed, and the ground — 


* “Mr. Andrew Cant was an avowed enemy to anything that savoured of - 
Popery, and being boarded in the house of Mr. Forbes of Boyndlie, who was a 
Roman Catholic, in his bed-room were hung a great many Saint's: pictures. 
Having an aversion to those, he requested that they might be taken down. 
The laird, to please his guest, took down St. Peter, and hung up the picture of 
Mr. Cant, with these lines written underneath” :— | ° 

7 ‘* Come down, St. Peter, ye superstitious Saint, 
| _ And let up F head better, Mr. Andrew Cant.” : 
~Ancient Ballads of Scotland, by P. Buchan, 1828. on Se 

+ Description of Buchan, by Mr. Alexander Hepburn, 1721, in Macfarlane’s:* 
Geographical Collections, MS. 7 £ 
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trenched, in 1847. Fragments of bones and arrow heads of 
flint have been picked up in ploughin , but nothing was 
found under the cairn. There is no tradition which throws 
any light on the origin of these names, or the remains which 
have heen found. 

The most interesting relic of antiquity is that known to an- 
tiquarians as the Tyrie stone, and in the district by the name 
of the Raven-stone, a bird bearing a resemblance to a raven 
forming part of the sculpture upon it. There is a stone ex- 
actly similar in Birnie, Morayshire, but nowhere else. Tradi- 
tion associates the Raven-stone with the incursions of the 
Danes, but it is still an open question what it was intended to 
signify or commemorate. It was found in digging up the 
foundation of the old church—beyond all question a very old 
building, and had been deposited as the foundation stone in 
the. north-east corner. In the immediate vicinity of the 
church there was, till recent times, a circular mound called the 
“ Moat ;” which the writer of the New Statistical Account says, 
“was the work of a very remote era;” but at what time and for 
what purpose erected, he does not pretend to conjecture. Dr. 
Pratt, however, suggests that the Raven-stone, before it was 
placed in the foundation of the church, may have formed the 
enclosure of the religious rites or judicial acts of a prehistoric 
age, of which the mound or moat was the local seat, a suppo- 
sition which he thinks is strengthened by the fact that the 
hieroglyphics on the Raven-stone have been thought by com- 

etent authorities to be of Eastern or Buddhist origin. This 
interesting relic, after having lain for some years in the church- 
yard, has recently been placed in the porch of the church, with 
a view to its more complete preservation. 


PARISH OF UDNY. 





PRESBYTERY OF ELLON—SYNOD OF ABERDEEN. 





| Etymology. 
THE etymology of Udny is unknown. The name has been 
spelled Widney and Uldney, and it derives its name from the 
barony and family of Udny of Udny, who have possessed the 
estate for several generations. “It was erected into a parish 
by act of Parliament, passed on the 19th of December, 1597, 
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entitled ‘ Ratification of ane act anent Christis Kirk of Udny,’ 
being separated from the parishes of Ellon, Tarves, Logie- 
Buchan, and Foveran.” * | 

| bs Boundaries. . 

The parish is bounded on the north by Tarves and Ellon; on | 
the east by Logie-Buchan, Foveran, and Belhelvie ; on the 
south by New Machar, Fintray and Keith-hall; and on the 
west by Bourtie and part of Tarves. 


Extent. 


The greatest length of the parish in a direct line from Torry- 
leith to Mill of Drumbreck, is very nearly eight miles; and 
the greatest breadth, also in a direct line east to west, from 
Rosebank to the parish boundary at Thornton of Bourtie, is a 
little over six milles. The whole area is computed, by the 
Ordnance Survey, to be 11,554.877 acres. 

Topography. 

The south-western portion of the parish is hilly, and the 

north-eastern is pretty flat, with small rounded hills of no 
reat height, rising in gentle slopes from the streams. The 
owest point in the parish, being at Mill of Drumbreck, on the 
burn of Reidford, is about 83 feet above sea level. The site of 
the old castle of Drumbreck, and the remains of the Hirde 
houses there, are about 240 feet; and the church of Udny is 
283 feet. The boundary of the parish with New Machar, on 
the Aberdeen and Old Meldrum road at South Affleck, is 487 
feet; and the highest land is on the Change-hill, 620 feet, 
which forms the boundary of the parish with the Banfishire 
part of New Machar on the south. 


Geology and Sorls. 


The lower parts of the parish rest upon granite, which is 
_ found in abundance at Pitmedden and Allathan, and in beds 
and boulders imbedded in the soil everywhere in the north 
and eastern division. The rock is of a pale greyish hue, 
and is of a softish texture ; but it has been largely used in the 
district for building farm steadings, and the outlayers in build- 
ing dykes. Associated with the granite, is a vein of limestone, 
which runs in a N.E. S.W. direction. The vein has been 
wrought at Pitmedden and Mains of Udny ; but the workings. 
have been given up for some considerable time, owing to the © 
depth of the rock below the surface, and that English lime: _ 
can be got at the port of Newburgh, about seven miles from |.) 
* Acts of Parliament, Scotland, vol. iv., p. 157. as 
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the quarries, of a better quality and at a cheaper rate. Green- 
stone and clay-slate occupy the higher parts of the south- 
east and south-west division ; and in the valleys by the course . 
of the streams, and on the lower hill slopes there are large 
deposits of clay, mixed with small stones. At Logierieve, 
Pettymuck, and below Cairnfeochel, there was at one time 
large deposits of moss, most of which is fast disappearing. 

oils—The soil in general around Udny Castle and Pit- 
medden, Drumbreck, Craig, and others, is. good loam of a fer- 
tile nature, overlying the granite strata, with occasional beds 
of clay, of various depths and quality. On the higher land to 
south and west, and on Tillycorthy, Torryleith, Tillygreig, Pit- 
trichie, and Cairnfeochel, there are some good loams, while on 
the higher parts of Pettymuck, Balnakettle, Whitlam, Mack- 
terry, and along the ridge westward to Pitcow, there is a great 
extent of light muirish soil of an inferior quality. 


Hydrography. : 

There are three principal streams connected with the parish. 
The burn of Reidford forms a portion of the march with Tarves 
on the north; the burn of Brony and its numerous small tri- 
butaries intersect the central parts and falls into the Ythan 
above Esslemont. The burn of Craig, which has its source 
on the Change-hill west of Tillygreig, falls into the Ythan 
between the parishes of Foveran and Logie-Buchan, The 
two latter streams form the outfall for the drainage of the 
chief portion of the parish, the burn of New Machar forming 
the outfall for the drainage of the lands of Torryleith on the 
south. These streams afford at all times an abundant supply 
of water for agricultural purposes, and besides there are many 
alae springs of pure water, sufficient for the supply of all 

omestic wants. 
Arboriculture and Botany. 


The older plantations are those which surround the Mains of 
Udny and the Castle. They were originally planted in belts or 
narrow strips, and laid out for dividing the fields around the 
Castle, with hedge-rows of thorn, which have now mostly dis- 
appeared, but the trees which were allowed to remain, consist- 
ing chiefly of beech and elm, have attained to considerable 
size, and gives to the place a very sheltered appearance. 

At the mansion house of Pitmedden there are some fine old 
hardwood trees, with an old garden which was laid out about 
the middle of the 17th century ; and here there has been a con- 
siderable extent of ground planted with hardwood trees, which 
have a promising appearance. On Ardmore, Old Craig, Logie- 
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rieve, and the Coullies, there are some old thorn hedges, and ~ 
clumps and belts of younger forest trees, which adds consider- 
ably to the shelter of the district ; and on Tillycorthie several — 
belts have been planted, chiefly with hardwood and spruce, 
which appear to Bs thriving. The hills of Balnakettle and. 
Whitlam are bare, and much of the cultivated land is worthless. 
At Tillygreig, Knapperna, and at some of the other farm houses 
in the district, there are clumps of hardwood trees. Around 
the house of Pittrichie, there is a considerable extent of ground 
covered with Scots fir and larch plantations; but the higher 
south-western portion of the parish is bare and treeless. 

Botany.—The botanical productions of this parish are of the 
most common kind, and such as are to be found in the inland 
districts of the County. 


Farms and Farming. 


Exclusive of the land in the natural possession of a ang a 
the following abstract will show the number of holdings in a 
classified form, viz. :— : 
No. atand above No.atandabove No. atandabove No. atandabove No. at and above 
£100 £50 20 £ £5 
of yearly rent. and under £100. and under £59. and under £20. and under £10. 
4l 26 25 38 . 29 . 
And 3 occupants of houses and land under £5 of yearly rent. 





- Valuation, or rent of land in the parish of Udny, year 1872-73, £13,178 9 6 
Do. Mansion Houses, Home Farms, Gardens, and Wood- 
lands, : : ‘ ; ; : : ‘ 318 15 0 
Do. Shootings, where let, ; ; ; ; j , 5 00 
-Do. Mills, Shops, Inns, &c., . ' ‘ ; : ‘ 60 10 0 
Do. Quarries, . ; . : : ‘ oe ‘ 13 0 0 
Do. Houses and Land under £4 of yearly rent, : : 35 14 6 
Do. Manses and Gardens, Glebe, and Schoolmaster’s 
Houses and Gardens, . : : ; : ; . 8410 0 
Do. Small Properties in the Village of Pitmedden, ; 182 18 0 
Do. Formartine and Buchan Railway, . : : ; 668 0 0 
Total value, ‘ , ‘ : £14,546 17 0 





Land owners in the parish whose rents amount to and © 
exceed £100 a-year— = 


The Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen—Pittrichie and Knapperna. 
Miss Jessie Thom Cattanach—Lands of Hillbrae. 

The President and Governors of Robert Gordon’s Hospital, Aberdeen— 

Drumbreck and Orchardtown. 

George Jamieson, si of Rosebank. 

Alexander Ligertwood, Esq. of Logierieve. 

Henry Gordon Woolridge, Esq. of Hallhead—Lands of Torry. 

George Robb, Esq. of Pittrichie. 

Major John Ramsay of Barra—Lands of Torryleith. 

Major John Ross of Tillycorthie. 

John Henry Udny, Esq. of Udny. 

Sir William Qoote Seton, Bart., of Pitmedden. 
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The Trustees of the Redhyth Mortification—Lands of Tillyeve. 

The University of Aberdeen—Lands of Balnakettle. _ 

The University of Aberdeen, for Mortifications—Lands of Tillygreig. 
The Formartine and Buchan Railway Company. 


And 26 proprietors of houses and land under £100 of yearly value. 

Farming—The general duration of leases is for 19 years, 
and the rotation of cropping varies from the fifth to the sixth 
shift-course, the fifth course being followed on the smaller 
places and the lighter soils, the sixth on the heavier loams. 

Farm Steadings.—The most of these are commodious and 
substantial buildings, and generally have slated rovfs, with 
ample byre accommodation for the rearing and feeding of 
cattle. The most of them have thrashing-machines attached, 
which are propelled either by water or horse-power. The 
dwelling-houses, generally, are good and suitable for the farms, 
and on some of the larger farms they are superior to any in 
this part of the County. | 

Improvements*—Within the past two 19 years a great ex- 
tent of land has been brought into cultivation, especially in 
the south and west divisions of the parish. Generally, the 
whole of the lower-lying land, and most of that which required 
draining, has been drained, and the outfalls deepened, so as to 
admit of the drainage being satisfactorily performed, and to 
prevent flooding. 

Cattle Stock.—There are some very good herds of pure Aber- 
deenshire polled stock on: several farms, and much attention 
has of late years been paid to preserve the purity of this breed, 
which are said to be the best suited to the climate and “ to 
the keep of the country.” On the Mains of Udny, which is 
tenanted by Messrs. Cruickshank, Sittyton, of Straloch, a very 
fine herd of shorthorned stock is kept, chiefly for breeding 

urposes. The Udny herd, like those at head quarters, com- 

ines the blood of some of the most celebrated breeds of short- 
horns in Britain, in both the male and female line, including 
the blood of Master Butterfly II, Forth, Rob Roy, and other 
pedigree bulls of equal merit. 

Horses, Sheep, and Pigs.—Horses for agricultural purposes 
are bred mostly on the farms, they are hardy, and suitable for 
the work required of them. Few sheep stock are kept, and 
those that are appear to consist of Cheviots and half-bred ewes, 
crossed with Leicester rams. Comparatively few swine are 
kept, and these call for no special remark. 


Agricultural Association. 


The Formartine Agricultural Association was established in 
1829—Patron, the Right Honourable the Earl of Aberdeen ; 


«1854 : INNS. = 


Secretaiy and Treasurer, A. Davidson, Mains of Cairnbrogie. © 
ou Annual Show of Live Stock is held in July at the Green of | 

ny. . 
7 Mansion Houses. | 

The House of Pittrichie was built in 1819 by James W. 
Mackenzie, Esq., then proprietor of the estate. It is a com- 
modious building, but without architectural ornament of any 
kind. The Mansion House of Tillygreig is occupied by the 
tenant of the farm. At Pitmedden there are the remains of | 
two old mansions,.and a commodious residence recently erected 
near to the site of the old buildings. 

The Manse of Udny is an old building, but was repaired 
and enlarged in 1781, and the Schoolmaster’s House is a very 
commodious building. The Free Church Manse of Pitmedden 
is a very excellent ‘building, having every necessary conven- 
lence, 

The Church, which stands on the Green of Udny, was built 
in 1821, and is seated fur 750. It is a most commodious 
structure, with a low belfry, and rather inconveniently situated 
for those who reside in the south end of the parish, being 
within half-a-mile of the north-west boundary. 


Roads. 


The Aberdeen, Udny, Tarves, and Methlick road intersects 
the eastern division of the parish, from south to north, for a 
distance of nearly six miles; the Aberdeen and Old Meldrum 
road is carried through the south-western parts for about two 
miles ; and the Old Meldrum and Newburgh road intersects 
the parish from Cairnbrogie on the west to Logierive on the 
east, a distance of about 44 miles, Besides these leading roads 
_ there are several cross roads, viz., the Udny and Whiterashes 
road, the Knapperna and Tillygreig roads, the Logiereive and - 
Monks Hill road, the Drumbreck road on the north, and the 
Tillycorthie and Balnakettle roads on the south, all which are 
of great importance to the local traffic of the district. 
| Railway. 

The Udny Station, on the Formartine and Buchan Railway, - 
at Pettymuck, is 144 miles from Aberdeen, and it is within 23 
miles of the church. The Logiereive Station is 16} miles © 
from Aberdeen, and is within three miles of the church. 


Inns. | 
At the Green of Udny there is an old established Inn, and. 


at the Udny Railway Station an Inn was established on the 
opening of the Railway in 1861, . 
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Mulls. 


There are three mills for grinding corn into oatmeal, who 
do a considerable trade in the district. 


Markets. 


Markets for the sale of cattle, horses, and sheep are held at 
the Udny Railway Station on the last Thursday of every 
month of the year. 


Poor and Parochial Funds. 
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE RELIEF OF 
THE POOR IN THE PARISH OF UDNY, FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED l4Tx MAY, 1871. 


Receipts from Assessments, 


: : ; ; i £462 15 8 
Do. from Mortifications, and all other sources, 8 0 4 


£470 16 0 


Total receipts, P ‘ : 
Expenditure. 

Relief of Poor on the Roll, or Registered, . £369 4 9 
Relief of Casual Poor, . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ , 28 8 10 
Medical Relief, . ; , ; . ‘ : 15 0-0 
Management, j ‘ : ; : ‘ : 57 0 9 
Law Expenses, . ‘ : : : : , 616 6 
Expended on Buildings not authorised, . ; 1210 3 

Excess of Expenditure over Income, : ; ‘ 18 5 1 

Total expenditure, . : ; ; : £489 1 1 

peer a 


ABSTRACT OF THE N UMBER OF POOR RELIEVED IN THE 
PARISH DURING THE YEAR ENDED 141 MAY, 1871, AND OF THE 
POPULATION OF THE PARISH IN 1861. 


‘ i Died or ceased to 
Relieved duriug the year. ’ ; Casual Poor. 
Population . necelye: rect. Fatuous 
1861, Depend- Regis- Depend-| Other Inenend-| Insane. 
Males. | Females. | Total. anta. seo ants. robot anita: 























18 6 





1,668 | 16 | 33 as 34. z 10 21 


The mode of assessment is that which is specified in the 
Act 8th and 9th Vict., cap. 83 and 84; and there are three 
elected members or managers upon the Board. 


ABSTRACT OF EXPENDITURE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH AcT, 
DURING THE YEAR ENDED l4ta MAY, 1871, BY THE 
LOCAL AUTHORITIES OF SCOTLAND. 


Expenditure on Drainage, . ; ‘ : . £119 0 
Total Expenditure, e os ‘ : £119 0 
eS 
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IL—CIVIL HISTORY. 


Tue first of the Setons of Pitmedden was James Seton of 
Bourtie (son to William Seton of Meldrum, by Margaret Innes, 
daughter to Leuchars) born A.D. 1553. He married Margaret 
Rolland, grand-daughter to William Rolland, master of the 
mint at. Aberdeen, under King James V.; by whom he had 
Alexander, his heir. His arms are to be seen on his house in 
Aberdeen, A.D. 1591; and on his seat in Udny church, A.D. 
1605. The first Baronet of Pitmedden, created A.D. 1683; 
was son to Sir Alexander, a Lord of Session, “ who was ad- 
mitted an advocate on the 10th December, 1661, and received 
the honour of knighthood from Charles II. in 1664. He was 
nominated an Ordinary Lord of Session on the 31st of October, 
1677, on the demise of Sir Richard Maitland of Pittrichie, and 
took his seat as Lord Pitmedden on the 13th November follow- 
ing. He was also admitted a Lord of Justiciary on the 5th 
J uly, 1682. 

is Lordship represented the county of Aberdeen in Parlia- 
ment 1681, 1685, and 1686, and gave deep offence by the bold- 
ness with which he there opposed the- measures of Govern- 
ment. King James VII. was then anxiously soliciting a repeal 
of the test and penal laws; and nine judges who held seats in 
Parliament, Pitmedden was the only one who dared to oppose 
the royal will; and the independence of his conduct was soon 
visited with the loss of office. At the revolution, Sir: Alex- 
ander Seton declined being re-appointed a judge, holding this 
to be inconsistent with the oath of allegiance which he had 
taken to King James VII.; and retiring into private life, died 
at a very advanced age in 1719. His lordship, according to 
Wvodrow, possessed a vast and curious library. He published 
an edition of Sir George Mackenzie’s Law of Scotland in 
Matters Criminal, to which he annexed a Treatise on Mutila- 
tion and Demembration.”* His lordship’s eldest son, Sir 
William Seton, second baronet of Pitmedden, in his father’s | 
life time, was chosen to represent the county of Aberdeen in ~ 
the Scots Parliament, from 1702, till 1706, at which time the — 
Queen was pleased to name him one of the commissioners to . 
treat about the union between Scotland and England. To this 
gentleman, who died in 1744, there has been attributed, among 
other tracts, “The interest in three essays, viz., Of the true 
Original and Indifferency of Church Government. IF. Of the 


* Haig and Brunton’s Historical Account of the Senators of the College of 
Justice, pp. 406, 407. , 
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Union of Scotland and England into one Monarchy. III. Of 
the present state of Scotland. Printed in the year 1700.” * 
The present Baronet, Sir William Coote Seton, is the fourth in. 
succession. 

The barony of Udny has long been in possession of the 
family, which is now represented by John Henry Udny, Esq. 
The laird of Udny, in 1639, was a strong partizan of the Mar- 
| a of Huntly, and was at the celebrated “Trot of Turriff.” 

n January, 1644, the laird of Udny accompanied Irvine of 
Drum, then sheriff of Aberdeenshire, for the purpose of Dee 
hending the laird of Haddo. They met at the Green of Udny, 
and for this purpose were assembled, the lairds of Skene, Pit- 
todrie, Monymusk, Echt, Udny, Fedderat, and others. After 
consulting on the course to be pursued; they resolved to send 
forward Mr. Davidson, sheriff-depute, and others, to summon 
the house of Kelly to surrender. The gates were thrown open 
to the Deputy-sheriff and his officers. “The search proved in- 
effectual, but after the fatigues, the Sheriff-depute drank deeply 
with the inmates of Kelly, and on their retirement there were 
fired from the house ten or twelve hagbutts, which so alarmed 
and scattered the assailants, that they betook themselves to 
flight without argument or delay; while Haddo, with some 
40 horsemen, lay concealed in the neighbourhood, enjoying the 
sport at the discomfiture of his enemies.” + 


I1]—ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. 


THIs parish, as previously stated, was separated from: the 
parishes of Tarves, Ellon, Logie-Buchan, and Foveran, in the 
ear 1597, and was named after the proprietor of the barony of 
dny. The lands taken from Ellon and Logie-Buchan still 
pay small sums out of the teinds of these lands to the ministers 
of Ellon and Logie-Buchan. The Manse and domestic offices 
are valued at £20 a-year, and the Glebe and garden at £16. 
The stipend is 16 chalders of victual, half meal, half barley. 
payable by the fiars’ prices of the County, with £8 6s. 8d. for 
communion elements. Unappropriated teinds, £197 7s. 5d. 
The parish schoolmaster’s house and garden at Udny are 
valued at £15; and the schoolmaster’s house at Balnakettle is 
valued at £3 10s. The Free Church Manse, offices, and gar- 
den are valued at £20, and the schoolmaster’s house at £10. 
School Board.—There are five members upon the Board— _ 


* View of the Diocese of mp palieent g 358, 359. : 
+ Sir Andrew Leith Hay’s Castellated Architecture of Aberdeenshire, p. 36. 
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Sir William Coote Seton, Bart., chairman ; George Marr, Jun., | 
treasurer. School Rate, 3d. per £. Bible and Catechism 
taught. There are four schools in the parish. At the Udny 
_ public school there are 45 scholars ; at the Pitmedden school 
there are 140; at the female school, 33; and at the Balnakettle 
school, 36. Total, 254. Population of the parish, 1871, 1,663. 

Parochial Registers—A. register for baptisms and money 
was commenced about the year 1720, but, until recently, the 
register of baptisms especially have been very irregularly kept. 

Church Collections.—These amounted to, for the year ended 
14th May, 1871, £29 2s. 73d., of which £6 19s. 2d. was ex- 
pended on the relief of the poor. 


IV.— ANTIQUITIES. 


THE site of Drumbreck Castle, and the remains of some Eirde 
Houses are still pointed out, but there is no tradition as 
to either, except that there was a chapel at Drumbreck, and 
another, Saint Michacl’s at Tillygreig.* 

The Castle of Udny has salendy been constructed more 
for strength than convenience. It is said to have been com- 
menced in the 18th century, and its completion the work of 
three successive lairds. The height of the tower is upwards of 
100 feet to the chimney tops, and is 46 feet by 35 outside 
measurement. The two lower stories are vaulted. The ancient 
hall is in the second of these, and extends to the whole length - 
and breadth of the tower, and its height is 20 feet to the top 
of the arch. The sleeping apartments consist of closets con- 
tained in the thickness of the walls. “ An attempt was made, 
in 1801 to modernize the castle, but the undertaker of the 
work having failed in circumstances, it remains in an unfinished 
state. The castle is said to have been the work of three 
successive proprieters, who all lived the ordinary period of life. 
One built the two under stories, or the vaulted work, the next 
completed the walls, and the third put on the roof. It is re- 
ported that all the three were nearly ruined by it.” + 


* View of the Diocese of Aberdeen. | 
+ Statistical Account of Udny, 1840, p. 132. 


ADDENDA. 


Parish of Aberdour.—1n the entrance to the defiles of Auchmedden from the south, stands 
the ‘‘ Law Cairn.” It has been partially explored for antiquarian research, but nothing was ever 
discovered. Not far distant however, from it, there was found, about twenty-five years ago, in 
the course of excavating some outlying stones, remains of some pieces of ancient armour, evi- 
dently of Roman origin. 

Banchory-Devenick and Old Machar.—The boundary between these parishes, near to the 
north end of the Bridge of Dee, is said to be the bnrn of Ruthrieston, and it is so marked on the 
Ordnance Survey Plan ; but recently, in an acticn between Mr. Moir Clark, of Garthdee, and Mr. 
Duthie, of Ruthrieston, the exact march came to be investigated ; when it appeared, from Mr. 
Duthie’s titles, that a small field above the bridge, and the tongue of land lying between the 
bridge and the old Water-house, and between Dee and the burn of Ruthrieston, had been 

possessed by Mr. Duthie and his predecessors for upwards of one hundred years, which property 
8 declared, by the crown charters and other titles of the estate of Ruthrieston, to be wholly 


in the parish of Old Machar, and in which parish the property had paid stipend and other taxes 
until recently. 


CORRECTIONS. 


Page 197, 19 lines from bottom, for 36,150, 


read 25,7037.85 acres. 

223, 7 lines from top, for 9,250 read 9,150. 

330, 4 lines from bottom, for before read 
afterwards. 

ne 17 lines from top, for 7,420 read 

419, 2 lines from bottom, for 165 read 105. 

420, top line, for 50 read 1065. 

428, 3 lines from bottom, for Mains read 
Netherton. 

433, 19 lines from bottum, for porphory 
read porphyry. - 

464, 21 lines from top, for by the road, 
read. and the. 

480, 2 lines from top, for the Leuchar, 
read the junction of the Leuchar. 

502, 15 lines from top, for 1821, read 1830. 

521, 20 lines from bottom, for Pittochie 
read Piltochie. 


534, 23 lines from bottom, for is, read are. - 


558, 14 lines from top, for least read most, 
561, 19 lines from top, for Antonius read 
Antoninus. 

571, 2 lines from top, for the benefit of the 
parish, read the benejit of the poor in. 
575, 16 lines from top, for Anas Cygnus 

ferus, read Cyynus ferus. 


575, 20 lines from.top, for pelagrea, read 


pelagica. 

589, 24 lines from bottom, for tica, read 
tinea; and for picatorius read piscatorius 

608, bottom line, for Fyvie read Tyrie. 

621, 21 lines from bottom, for the mixed 
the system, read the mized system. 

628, 19 lines from top, for array read army 

659, 2 lines from bottom, for bhuie read 


bhute. 

662, 15 lines from bottom, to Tarland add 
and Miyzvie. 

671, 4 lines from top, for Gleaun read 
Gleann. 

685, 19 lines from top, for Arbutus-uva- 


urge read Arbutus-Uva-ursi. 


. 685, 20 lines from top, for Athemanta 


meum substitute Anthemis Cotula. 

688, 5 lines from top, for Gailleach read 
Cailleach, 

688, 14 lines from top, for merulu read 
merula. 

694, 17 lines from bottom, for John Gor- 
don of Craig, read John Craig, a royalist 


captain ; and 18 lines from bottom for | 


Gordon read Craig. 
745, 12 lines from bottom, for humatite 
read Acematite. 


Page 849, 6 lines from top, for the bridge over 


the Ury at Keith-hall, read the influx of 
Ury with the Don, near Keith-hall. 

896, 6 and 7 lines from top, for 6,588, read 
6,976, and for 3,238 read 3,676. 

953, 9 lines from top, insert been after 


ave. 
9 lines from bottom, insert the after 


0, 

1051, 23 lines from bottom, for Millbrook 
read Millbreck. : 

1054, 10 lines from top, for along one side 
read along side. 

1055, 7 lines from bottom, for reference 
to the asterisk see bottom of the fol- 
lowing page. 

1064, 3 lines from top, 2nd “column, for 
Behind basely, read Behind him basely. 

1123, 13 lines from bottom, 2nd column, 
for Wild read Wind. 

1124, 25 lines from top, Ist column, for 
Ardea major read Cyynus ferus. 

ee 4 lines from bottom, for 5,840 read 

1153, 8 lines from top, insert “ The sod 
moss.” 

ere on lines from top, for 15—73 read 


—6h. 
1154, 8 lines from bottom, after pendants, 
read underneath the isle is the burying- 
ground. 
1154, bottom line, delete his. 
1155, first line at top, for bedroom read 
Castle Court. 


-- 1156, first line at top, for Grew read 


Greig. ; 
1156, 22 lines from top, for Morgan read . 
Murdoch. 
1157, Friendly Societies.—-The Forbes 
Lodge of Masons is now dissolved. 
1168, 22 lines from bottom, for on read tn. 
1196, 10 lines from top, for marignatus 
read maryinatus. 
1229, 15 lines from top, for and the road 
read and on the. . 
1230, 4 lines from bottom, for inhic read 


mhic. 
- 1237, 11 and 12 lines from bottom, for 


Chararius read Charadrius. 

1238, 9 lines from top, for Moularis read 
Modularis. ; 

1251, 20 lines from bottom, for being vety 
new ground, read being now very 
general. 


